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PREFACE. 


N the original fubfcription papers for the publication of the ConneGicut 
Evangelical Magazine, the following was mentioned as the plan of 
the work : 


THIS MAGAZINE IS TO CONTAIN ¢: 


Effays on the doGtrines of Chrittianity, and on religious, experi- 
mental and moral fubjeéts :—-Occafional remarks on the fulfilment of 
{cripture prophecies in the prefent day, and expofitions of difficult and 
doubtful paflages of {cripture :—Religious intelligence concerning the 
ftate of Chrift’s kingdom, throughout the Chriftian world, and fketch- 
es of the original ecclefiaftical concerns of this country :—Information 
refpeCting Miffions to the new fettlements in the United States and 
among Heathen nations :—Narratives of revivals of religion in partic- 
ular places together with the diftinguifhing marks of true and falfe reli- 

ion :—Accounts of remarkable difpenfations of divine Providence : 
—Biographical fetches of perfonseminent for piety :—Original hymns 
_ onevangelical fubje&ts :—Together with whatever elfe on the fubje& 
of religion and morals may contribute to the advancement of genuine 
piety and pure morality. , 
_ This work will confift of original pieces and of extracts from the 
beft European and American publications. As the Magazine is de- 
fisned for the promotion of vital Chriftianity, dnd of a knowledge of 
the great and effential truths of the gofpel, Effays which are merely 
- controverfial or deeply metaphyfical, it will be feen, come not within 
the object of this publication ; neverthelefs, fhouldany fuch be fent 
which, inthe opinion of the Editors, are highly meritorious, they 
will be admitted. The Magazine will be open to receive communica~ 
tions from all denominations of Chriftians who believe in the peculiar 
principles of Chriftianity ; but if written upon the diftinguifhing tenets 
of their refpedtive fects, they will be excluded. The profits arifing 
from the fale of this publication will be appropriated to the fupport of 
Miffionaries to the Heathen or among the inhabitants of the new fet- 
tlements. 


In purfuance of the above plan two volumes have been publifbed ; and 
the generous patronage given to the work induces the Editors to continue it. 


They again folicit the affiftance of their Correfpondents to enable them ts 
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publifh another volume which foall not be inferior to either of the preceding. 
AAs the profits of the magazine are wholly devoted to the fupport of miffions, 
without any emolument accruing to the Editors, they prefume that thofe who 
wifh well to the miffionary caufe will be difpofed to encourage this work, 
even though its intrinfic merit fhould not be fo great as they might otherwife 
wifh. To keep up the [pirit of a periodical publication, for any confidera- 
ble length of time, is difficult in a country, lke ours, wherethere are few 
writers fo independent in their circumftances as to be able to write for the 
public without any profped of emolument to themfelves. But the Editors 
indulge the hope that in thefe times of prevailing error, the friends of the 
truth will feel itstheir duty to make uncommon exertions ; and that fo far 
as they foall judge this work calculated to advance the caufe of truth, they 
will give it every aid and fupport in their power. 
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For rue Connecticut Evan- Indian minifters. in1670—The 
GELICAL MAGAZINE. introductionof Rev. John May- 


hew, fon of Rev. Thomas May- 
hew, as apreacher among the In- 
dians by their earneft defire— 
3 Death, andcharaCterof Thomas 
(Contin. from Vol. II. p. 451.) Mayhew, Efg.—The care and 
NUMBER IV. diligence of Mr. John Mayhew 

ss in the Miffionary fervice—The 

SECTION H. meafures he need guardthe 

Of the miffionary labors of Thomas people of his charge againtt fome 
Mayhew, Efg. among the Indians erroneous opinions, which they 
on Martha’s Vineyard, and of were in danger of embracing, 
his Grandfon,. Rev. Fohn May- and which fomehad aétually en- 
hew, affociated with him for a few tertained—The pains he tookin 


Attempts to propagate the gofpel a- 
mong the Indians in New-Eng- 
land and parts adjacent. 


years before his death. private, as wellas in public to 
JUSTICE MAYHEW’s pious | Promote knowledge, and true 

zeal in the caufe of Chriftianity | Teligion among the Indians— 

—The impreffion made upon His death and character. 

the mind of a Powow, as well as IRST, of the Miffionary fer- 


upon fome other Indians, by his 
wife, and feriousconverfation— | Efq. &c. Tho this pious gentle- 
- The means he ufed to carry on | man was deeply affected with the 
the evangelic work among the | lofsoffuchanexcellent fonfowarm- 
natives—The number of profef- | ly engaged inthe fervice of his di- 
fing Indians on Martha’s Vine- | vine Saviour; yet this affliction, 
yard, and Nantucket, near the | heavy, and painful as it was to 
clofe of his life, or within a few ; the parental heart, did not fo af- 
years after his death—-Thetem- | feét, and relax his mind, as to pre- 
porary afliftancehe received from | vent him from a vigorvus profecu- 
Mr. John Cotton, afterwards | tion of the fame blefled work fo 
minifter of Plymouth—The| happily begun, and thus far fuc- 
athering of a church at the} celsfully purfued. 
Minera and ordination-of two In this-dark, ahd melancholy 


vices of ‘Thomas Mayhew, 


6 Attempts to Chrifiianize the Indians. 
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hour, the bereaved father lookson of a miffionary, tho’ at his fon’e 


thémore difconfolate and bereaved 
natives; & withthe moft tender pity, 
he confiders what he fhould do. 

He fees no probability of ob- 
taining a ftipend fufficient to fup- 
port an Englifh minifter in the fer- 
vice of the Indians: And he has 
little or no hopes of finding any 
of the fpirit of his deceafed fon, to 
bear the burden, attending fo toil- 
fomea work : He confidered, that 
it was highly, probable, that not 
many could be found, who would 
be able, or «willing to purfue the 
work, as his excellent fon had 
done, who had fpent his ftrength, 
and yet rejoiced in the midit of 
thofe many aches, pains, and dif- 
tempers contra€ted by his often 
lodging on their hard matts, in 
their expofed wigwams, and en- 
during wet and cold in faith of 
God’s accepting, and profpering 
him in that painful work,to which 
he could fee no earthly advantage, 
that might rationally move, or en- 
couragehim : And when helooked 
on the Indians, he could not bear 
to think, that the work fo hap- 
pily begun, and fo far advanced 
by his fon, fhould now expire 
with him.* 

Under given circumftances, he 
viewed himfelf as called upon in 
Providence to water what his fon 
had planted ; and to carry on the 
plantation to as great an extent, 
as he fhould be enabled. He was 
of opinion, that extraordinary oc- 
cahons warranted extraordinary 
meafures; and therefore foon came 
to a refohution to do-what he could 
himfelf, 

His heart was in the work, and 
he rofe fuperior to all difeourage- 
ments. fe did not confider his 
age asa bar to the toilfome labor 


* Mat. Meyhew’s Triumph’s. of 
Grace—Indian Converts. 


death he was in hisfeventieth year. 
Love to Jefus, and to fouls pur- 
chafed by his blood, incited him 
to do all that he was able, evento 
fpend and be fpent in the pious, 
and benevolent work. 

He had indeed fome fpecial ad- 
vantages, which facilitated, in 
fome meafure, his miffionary fer- 
vices. He had learned fo much 
of the language of the natives, as 
was needful to underftand, and 
difecourfe with them: And upon 
his undertaking to inftruét them 
publicly, he took pains to acquire 
a more accurate knowledge of it. 
This alfo was of fpecial benefit, 
that asa magiftrate, anda neigh- 
bor, he was in high efteem among 
them. - They generally admired, 
revered, and loved him for his 
wifdom, integrity, impartial juf- 
tice, and philanthropy. They 
heard his words with attention : 
And tho’ what he faid, in fome 
cafes, might be contrary to the 
notions they hadheretofore enter- 
tained ; yet they wouldnot immedi- 
ately reject his fentiments, but 
weighed them in their minds, and 
confidered them without that pre- 
judice, which would have arifen 
-againit the fame things, if propof- 
ed by many others. 

Before the particulars of this 
Mr. Mayhew’s miffionary fervices 
be related, it may be very proper 
to obferve, that prior to his fon’s 
deceafe, and even from the begin- 
ning of his miffion, he did much, - 
in various ways, to encourage him 
and to promote the great and good 
work, which, with fuch pious 
zeal, and affiduity he was purfuing. 

Notice has already been taken, 
of his wife and prudent meafures 
to prevent the Indians from imbib- 
ing prejudices againft the Englifh, 
and their religion, and to remove 


| avy, which they had taken in, 


, 


1802. 


Particularly, he took pains with 
the fachems to convince them, 
that fhould they, and their people 
become chriftians, they would not 
faffer any diminution of their dig- 
nity, or of anyemoluments, which, 
as rulers, they could juitly and 
equitably claim. 

This good gentleman did alfo 
no little fervice, while his fon was 
living, by privately converfing 
with many of the Indians upon 
moral, and religious fubjeGts. As 
foon, as he had acquired a tolera- 
ble acquaintance with their lan- 
guage, his pious difpofition, and 
great pity for that miferable peo- 
ple, led him to improve this ad- 
vantage, in taking all proper oc- 
cafions to tell them of their deplo- 
rable ftate, and to point them to 
the way of deliverance : His words 
were fo wife and weighty, and 
exprefled with fo much concern 
and ferioufnefs, as, by the blef- 
fing of God, made fuch deep im- 
preffions on many, that they could 
never lofe. Améng the reft, the 
forementioned famous Powow Te- 
quanonim was a memorable in- 
ftance, who was taken off from his 
unlawful trade, and became a 
Chriftian in: 1650: He declared, 
that his converfion was chiefly ow- 
ing to fome things, which he had 
heard from this Mr. Mayhew, 


who took occafion to difcourfe 


with him about true happinefs, 
and the way to it, which this’ In- 
dian faid, ‘he could never forget.* 


* Such inftances afford much encour- 
agement to Chriftians, whether in pub- 
lic, or private ftationsin the church, to 
introduce religious difcourfe in private 
converfation, as often as it can be done 
with propriety, and a profpect of be- 
ing heard with candor; efpecially to 
take pains with thofe, who have not 
the knowledge of God, and are eftran< 
ged from him. To’ preaching the 
word is the moft ufual way, which God 
takes to bring men to the faith-of the 
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Thus this pious gentleman was 
a fellow-helper to the treth with 
his amiable fon; and did much to 
promote his fuccefs among thefe 
poor heathens. 


Upon the decafe of his fon, he 
foon enters tipon his miffiongry la- 
bors. An holy zeal for the glory, 
of God, and a compaffionate char- 
ity to the fouls of this bereaved, 
and perifhing people, animate him 
in his endeavors to promote their 
{piritual good. He refolves to. do 
his utmoit, both to preferve this 
moft important work, and to car- 
ry it on, tho’ under many exter- 
nal difficulties, and difcourage- 
ments. 

He determines frequently to vif- 
it, and. encourage this poor peo- 
ple. He goes once every week 
to fome of their plantations. At 
fo advanced an age, he fets him- 
felf, with diligence, to perfect 
himfelf in their difficult language : 
And thy’ the chief Engh/b magif- 
trate on the Ifland, does not dif- 
dain to commence ‘a preacher to, 
the Indians. 

. He ordinarily preached to fome 
of their affemblies one day every 
week, 2s long as he lived: And 
his heart was fo exceedingly enga- 
ged in the fervice, that he {pared 
no pains, nor fatigues in it, tho’ 
at fo great an age. He fome- 
times travelled on foot near 2@ 
miles, through the woods, te 
preach and vifit, when there was 
no Englifh houfe near, to lodgeat 
in his abfence from home. 

Nor does he content himfelf 
with the progrefs which his fon 


gofpel ; yet fometimes he is pleafed to 
make ufe of other methods to promote 
the fame important end. Sometimes a 
few pious and pertinent words, drop- 
ped in familiar, private converfation, 
make fuch a favorable, and deep im- 
preflion, as isnever effaced. 


8 Attempis io Chriftianize the Indians. ~~ 


had happily made before him ; but 
labors indefatigably to carry on 
thework toa much greater extent. 
And ina few years time, with the 
affiftance of thofe: religious In- 
dians, who taught on the Lord’s 
day, he perfuaded the natives on 
the weft end of the Ifland to ree 
ceive the gofpel, who had been 
many years obitinately refolved a- 
gaintt it, being influenced to op- 
pofe it by the neighboring Sa- 
chems on the fhores of the conti- 
nent. Indeed Mittark, their 
prince, embraced Chriftianity a- 
bout the year 1663 ; but his peo- 
ple being, on that account, difaf- 
fe&ted to him, he removed to the 
eaft end of the Ifland : After he 
had continued there about three 
years he returned home, and fet 
up a meeting among his own peo- 
ple, he himfelf difpenfing the 
word to as many as would come 
to hear him ; by which means, in 
connexion with the exertions of 
Mr. Mayhew, it pleafed God to 
bring overall that people to the 
profeffion of Chriftianity. Mit- 
tark’s return, and the beginning of 
his miniitry feems to have been a- 
bout the year 1666. His people 
appear'to have been the laft on 
the Ifland, who received the 
Chriftian faith. 
itry of this Mr. Mayhew, or 
withina few years after his deceafe, 
the Indians on the Ifles of Mar- 
tha’s Vineyard, and Nantucket, 
might juftly bear the name of 
Chriftian, the number of their A- 
dults, on both thefe Iflands, being, 
upon careful computation, about 
three thoufand.* 

About the year 1664, Mr. 
Mayhew was greatly relieved, and 
aflifted by Mr. John Cotton,+who 


* Mat. Mayhew’s Triumphs of grace. 
t He was {on of the celebrated Mr. 
John Cotton, teacher of the fir church 


During the min- | 


fJury, 
came to the Vineyard, and preach- 
ed to the Englifh at the eaft end 
of the Ifland ; and having gained a 
confiderable knowledge of the 
Indian language, he alfo preached 
to the natives for about two years. 
But in Noy. 1667, upona repeat- 
ed invitation, he removed to Plym- 
outh, near fifty miles to the north- 
ward ; and in June 1669, was 
ordained the paftor of the church 
there.f 


* However, Mr. Mayhew, far 
from being difcouraged, goes on 
again, without any Englifh A fif- 
tant in this laborious work. He 
earneitly defires, and endeavors to 
carry it toan higher degree. And 
now the natives being generally 
brought over to the Chriftian faith, 
and a confiderable number of them 
defirous of being formed into a 
church by themfelves, that they 
might walktogether inall the ordi- 
nances, & commands of Chrift, this 
honored gentleman, with Mr. Cot- 
ton above-mentioned, who made 
a journey from Plymouth on pur- 
pofe, being fully fatishied, that 
they had fuitable qualifications, af- 
ter mature advice, andconfideration 
concluded to give their affiftance 
in the folemn tranfaGion. 

Mr. Mayhew being a perfon of 
fuch eminent wifdom, and piety, 
and full of inftruGive, and devout 
difcourfes, the Indians were fo 


| edified, and pleafed with his labors, 


that they defired him, tho? now 
above eighty years of age, to ac- 
cept the paftoral charge over 
them : But he thought this would 
not fo well confift with the prime 
place he held in the civil govern- 
ment, wherein they alfo greatly 
wanted him»; andtherefore advifed 


in Bofton, and was graduated at Har- 
vard College inthe year 1657. 

+ Mat. Mayhew’s triumphs of grace~= 
Hittory of the church of Plymouth, 


$802.) 
them to choofe fuch Indian paf- 
tors, ashe thought would do good 
fervice among them ; which they 
accordingly did, making choice of 
Hiacoomes, and Joh Tackanafh 
for their minifters.—According to 
the ancient diftinGtion, the former 
was chofen paftor, and the latter 
teacher.* 

The day appointed being come, 
which was Auguft 22, 1670, an 
Indian church was completely 
formed and organized, to the 
fatisfaCtion of the Englifh church, 
and other religious people on the 
ifland ; whoby advantage of many 
years acquaintance, obtained fat- 
isfaGtory proof of their qualifica- 
tions. 

At this folemnity the famous 
Mr. Eliot was prefent, and affift- 
ing. Dr. Increafe Mather, in his 
letter to profeffor Leufden of U- 


* A great part of the ancient church- 
és of NewsEngland, foon after the ar- 
rival of the main body of the: fettlers, 
were fupplied with two minifters each, 
who were diftinguifhed by the names 
af -paftors and teachers : And they 
were fappofed to be in fome refpects, 
diftin® officers in the church: It is 
thus expreffed in Cambridge Platform, 
Chap. vi. Sec. 5. “The office of paf- 
tor and teacher appearsto be diftindt. 
The paffor’s /peciah work is to attend to 
exhortation; and therein to adminifter a 
word of wifdon: The teacher is to at- 
tend to a word of doGrine, and therein 
to adminifter 2 word) of Avowledge ; and 
either of them to adminifter the feals of 
that covenant, unto the difpenfation 
whereof they are alike called ; as alfo 
to execute the cenfures, being but a 
kind of application of the word; the 
preaching of which, together with the 
application thereof, they are | alike 
charged withal.” The moderns, per- 
haps in general, view the terms as ap- 
plicable to one church officer only, de- 
fignated by two names, implying the 
duties of government and inftrudtion. 
If any choofe to confider them, as dif- 
tinct, they will yet allow, as nothing 
forbids, that one man may be invefted 
with both offices. 

Vor. Id. Nowt. 
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trecht, acquaints us, that when 
the people had fafted and prayed, 
Mr. Eliot of Roxbury, and Mr. 
John Cotton of Plymouth, laid 
their hands on the minifters ele&, 
and they werefolemnly ordained,* 

In a letter of Sept. 20, 1670, 
publithed the year after at Lon 
don, in a tract entituled, «“ A 
brief narrative of the progrefs of 
the gofpel among the Indians’ in 
New-England,” the author gives 
an account of the ftate of the na- 
tives under the inftruction of this 
Mr. Mayhew, “ That (Mr. Eli- 
ot) pafling over to the Vineyard, 
many were added to the church of 
that place, both men and women; 
and were all of them baptized, and 
their children alfo with them.’? 
(So, it feems, many of the'Chrif- 
tianized Indians were in the ftaté 
of catechumens till this’ time.) ° 
«And that’ the church was defi- 
rous to have chofen Mr. Mayhew 
for their paftor ; but he waved its 
conceiving, that’ inhis prefent cae 
pacity, he has greater advantages 
to ftand their friend, and do them 

‘ 

*InDr. Mather’s Magnalia, By Tif. 
p- 199; thereis:a chronological miftake 
alfo. a fimilar one in Mr. Neal who 
took his account from Dr. Mather. ; 


| fee his hiftory of New-England, Vol. 


I. p. 269. ‘They place the gathering 
ef the church and ordination’ of the 
minifters on! the vineyard: under. the 
year 1666.  Doubtlefs. Dr. Mather 
knew. what year. thefe events’ took 
place. But either, thre’ inadvertence, 
he made a miftake in the manufcript he 
fent to London for publication ;_ or. the 
printer comntitted an errors For Mr. 
Matthew Mayhew, an inhabitant of 
the ifland, and.arrived at adult years 


‘at the timeof thefe tranfactions places 


them in the year 1670. So does Gov: 
Hutchinfon in an extra from Mr. El- 
iot’s journal, Mir. Experience May- 
hew doesthe fame in his life of Hia~ 
coomes. And fo-does Mr. Prince, cel- 
ebrated for his accuracy in chronology. 
The ordination fpeedily followed the 
gathering of the church, 


16 


good ; 
‘hands of fuch as would bereave 
‘them of their lands, &c.—But 


they fhould always have his coun- 
‘fel, inftru€tion, and management , 


in their Ecclefiaftical -.affairs, as 
they hitherto had ; ; that he would 
die in the fervice of Chrift ; ; and 
that the praying Indians, both of 
the Vineyard and Nantucket de- 
pend on hin, as the great inflru- 
ment of God for their good.” 

The fettlement of a church, 

‘with paftorsamong them, does not 
produce an abatement of his min- 
ifterial care, or pains for thefe a- 
boriginal natives; but this honor- 
able, and ancient gentleman pro- 
ceeds in the laborious work. 
. A few years before his death, 
he experienced very great pleaf- 
ure, and much affiftance, by the 
introdution of his grandfon, Mr. 
John ‘Mayhew, into the gofpel fer- 
vice among the Indians. 

This gentleman was the young- 
eft fon of Rev. Thomas May- 
hew deceafed. Hewas born in 
the beginning of the year 1652. 
Having applied himfelf diligently 
to the itudy.of divinity ; and fup- 
porting an amiable character for 
piety and benevolence, as well as 
knowledge, about the year 1673, 
when he was but twenty-one years 
of age, he was firft called to the 
miniitry among the Englifh, at a 
place called: Tifbury, .near the 
middle of the ifland, where he 
preached to great acceptance; not 
only of the people under his care, 
but of very good judges, who ac- 
cidentally heard him. 

Underftanding the Indian Jan- 
guage well, even when he was a 
youth 5. aa being arrived at the 
age abovementioned, the natives 
would not be contented, till he 
became a public teacher of them 
likewife : So earneft-and urgent 
were their defires, that he ould 
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to fave. them from the: 
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not withftand theirimportunity, e- . 
ven tho’ his much honored grand- 
father wasa laborious, acceptable, 
and. fuccefsful preacher among 
them. He began his miffionary 
labors foon after his paftoral rela- 
tion tothe church in Tifbury com- 
menced ; and continued in the 
work of the gofpel among them, 
till his death ; laboring, in con- 
neCtion with his grand-father, to 
their mutual fatisfation, and in- 
deed with great joy to the venera- 
ble old gentleman, who, when 
his grandfon was affociated with 
him, as a preacher to the Indians, 
was probably, at leaft, 85 years 
of age. 

Mr. Mayhew, fen. proceeds in 
his. toilfome, but, in one moft im- 
portant view, pleafant work among 
the Indians, even to the ninety- 
third year of his age, and twenty- 
third of his Miniftry. e de- 


parted this life in 1681, to the 


fincere grief, both of the Eng- 
lith and waters 

Not long before his death, he 
had fevere illnefs, which hisrela-~ 
tions thought would prove fatal : 
But he told them, “ The time 
was not yet come, and he fhould 
not die with that ficknefs.”? He 
recovered, and again preached 
feveral’ times. After this, he 
told one of his defcendentg, «‘That 
the time of his departure was near 
at hand; but he earneftly defired 
that God would give him one op- 
portunity more in public, to ex- 
hort the Englifh of the town 
where he lived, whom he had 
been obliged, for fome time to 
teach, for want of a regular, fix- 
ed minifter. God granting his 
detire, he taught ‘them the’ fol- 
lowmg Lord’s day ; and then 
took an affeCtionate and folemn 
leave of them; and falling ill, the 
fucceeding \evening, he affured 


his friends, that his ficknefs would 
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now be to death, and he was well 
contented with the profpectt be- 
fore him, being full of days, and 
fatisfied with life, &c. He gave 
many excellent counfels and ex- 
hortations to all about him. Like 
Mofes, he had a vigorous old age ; 
his memory continued inufually 
tenacious ; and all his intelle&iual 
powers uncommonly good. 

Juftice Mayhew was a gentle- 
man of ftrong powers of mind, 
of an accurate knowledge of hu- 
man nature, of diftinguifhed pru- 
dence, and of a commanding ad- 

. drefs. The general tenor of his 
condu& thro’ a life protracted to 
an uncommon length, difcovered, 
as far as we learn, a lively and 
deep fenfe of the infinite import- 
ance of Chriftianity—that part of 
his life e/pecially, which was {pent 
upon the Ifland. 

As a magiftrate he was juft, 
and impartial. The Indians, tho’ 
naturally a jealous ‘people ; yet 
after fome acquaintance, had full 
confidence in the goodnefs and 
integrity of his heart; that he 
had no difpofition to injure them 
in their perfons, property, or lib- 
erty; but, on the contrary, was 
intent upon promoting the in- 
tereft; They: revered, and loved 
him asa father. In /ome things 
which he propofed, tho’ they 
might for the prefent, thwart 
‘their inclinations ; yet they were 
willing to allow, that even in 
them, = he aimed at their good : 
And after fome time, were gene- 
rally fenfible, that he not only ia- 
tended their benefit, but propofed 
wife meafures to accomplifh it. Bee 
fore he entered upon his miffiona- 
ry career, he was very helpful to 
his fon by his advice, by removing 
prejudices from the minds of the 
Indians, by his private converfa- 
tion with them upon the fubjects | 
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of religion and morality, and in 
other ways. 
~ And when he commenced his 


-miffionary ‘labors, which he view- 
ed himfelf as fpecially called in 


Providence to undertake, with 
what wifdom, Chriftian zeal, and 
ardor did he profecute them ? 
The toils and hardfhips attending 


' the work, were no difcourage- 


ments. Animated with’a: glow- 
ing love to his bleffed Saviour, 
and with fervent affeCtion to the 
poor natives, many‘ of whom 
were perifhing for lack of vifion, 
he purfued the work with vigor 
at an age, which he might havé 
pleaded as an excufe for omitting 
to carry'on fuch extenfive, weari- 
fome, and hard fervices. ~ But 


“God fupported him under all; 


and long’ before his deans 
gave him the unfpeakable’fatis- 
faction, of feeing that his’ labor 
of love was crowned with great 
fuecefs. His zeal in the bleffed 
caufe, continued unimpaired to 
the laft; and with aged Polycarp, 
who fuffered matyrdom at Smy. pe 
na, in the fecond century, A. D- 

167, could declare, ** That tho? 

I have long ferved Chrift, I have 
always found him a good matter, 

and therefore I cannot. forfake 
him.’? He continued full of faith, 
confolation, and holy joy to the 
laft, a 4 eiagaed = 


“ The fweet remembrance of the juft 
*¢ Shall fourith, when hefleeps in duit.” 
Rev. John Mayhew, after the 
deathof his. pious grandfather, 
purfués the evangelic work among 
the Indians, with unwearied ap- 
plication. He taught alternately 

in all their affemblies every week, 
and: affifted them in their ecclefiaf- 
tical affairs. : 
And having both the Englith 
and Indians under his care, his dili. 
| gencewas now to bedoubled.~-His 


2, 


labor was -mmch increafed, by rea- 
fon of certain erroneous opinions, 
which were likely-to take root in 


the Land, unlefs proper meafures. 


were aqopted to prevent. After 
they were fown in fome minds, 
and pains were taken to fow them 
in others ; he exerts himfelf, in 
all {uitable ways, to prevent the 
evil from fpreading ; to check the 
growth of thofe ersors that were 
implanted, -and, if -poffible, to 
eradicate them. Like a rational 
and candid Chriftian, he attempts 
their extirpation by {piritual in- 
firuments. Being a perfon of fu- 

erior abilities, and acquaintance 
with the feriptures, he ufed to de- 
fire fuch as began to receive thefe 
principles, to, produce their rear 
fons ; and, thofe, who wanted 
to be refolved in their difficulties, 
to give him the advantage to res 
folve them in public, that others 
alfo might receive light and fatis- 
faétion ; whereby they came to 
be more clearly inftru@ed, and 
Jnore fully convinced and fatisfied, 
than in the ordinary way of 


preaching, which yet always pre- | 


ceded the other. He had fuch 
an excellent talent for the defence 
of the truth, againft gainfayers, 
that they, who would have f{pread 
their errors, found themfelves {fo 
effectually oppofed and baffled by 
the power of his knowledge and 
piety, and the ftrength of ‘his ar- 
gumentative genius, that they 
could make no progrefs in their 
defigns on the Ifland; and the 
churches and people, and in them 
their potterity, were happily faved 
from the {preading of thofe erro- 
neous opinions, and the difturb- 
ance and troubles they would 
have produced among them.* 
He purfued a plan of inftru@- 
* Matthew Mayhew’s Trinmphs of 
€race—Indian Converts, 


Attempts to Ghriflianize the Indians. 


[Jurys 


ing the Indians very fimilar to 
that of his grandfather, and fath- 
er. His cuftom was to tarry 
fome time with them, after the 
public exercifes of prayer, pfalm- 
ody, and preaching were conclue 
ded ; allowing them to put quef- . 
tions to Aim for their own inftruc- 
tion ; and alfo trying their knowl- 
edge, by putting queftions to 
them, This way of tarrying after 
fermon, and anfwering queftions 
was generally praGtifed by the an- 
cient miffionaries, and found, by 
experience, a very profitable mode 
of inftruGion. The Indians 
would oftentimes afk queftions, 
which naturally occured to their 
minds from the fubje& of the fer- 
mon they had juft heard: Some- 
times other queftions, which had 
no relation to the difcourfe which 
had juft been delivered. The 
queftions which the Indians fome- 
times afked, were of fuch a nature, 
that no {mall degree of theologic- 
al and philofophical knowledge 
was requifite to refolve them, 
The other method of afking them 
queftions might be very profitable, 
as it would put them upon more 
clofe thinking ; and the obferva- 
tions made by the miffionaries up- 
on their anfwers, might fix the 
truth more ftrongly in their mixds.. 
Mr. Mayhew was fo well ac- 
quainted with their language, that 
he was able to difcourfe freely 
with them upon any kind of fub- 
jet ; and to preach and pray in 
their tongue with the greateft 
readinefs ; which he mut have 
found of fingular advantage in 
the various inftruétions he gave 
them. : wine 
Like the great apoftle of the 
Gentiles, he took fpecial pains 
with them more privately ; which, 
we doubt not, he found, by hap- 
py experience, eminently to fub- 
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ferve the bleffed caufe he had un- 
dertaken.* 

Mr. Mayhew conftantly preach- 
ed to the Englifh at Tifbury for 
the {pace of 15 years to his death ; 
and about as long once every week 
to one or other of the Indian af- 
{emblies on the Ifland. 

And having finifhed what God, 
in his Providence, faw meet to 
employ him in, he deceafed on 
February 3, 1689, in the 37th 


* This, without {cruple, was a wife 
ftep, whether the Indians, whom he 
called upon, and vifited, were con- 
verted to Chriftianity, or not, and only 
willing to pay attention to the eviden- 
ces of it, Stippofe fome of them to 
have been ftill ina ftate of heathenifm, 
but yet poffeffed of fo much candor, as 
‘ to be willing to hear what might be 
faid in fupport. of Chriftianity, great 
benefit might refult from thefe private 
interviews. In this way, a miflionary 
may engage the affections of thofe he 
vifits; gaining this point may be of 
Special benefit to the heathen.—Their 
prejudices may, in fome degree, be 
foon removed—better attention may be 
given to goefpel truth, and the eviden- 
ces, by which it is eftablifhed. In oral 
conferences in private, a mifhionary 
may oftentimes have a more favorable 
opportunity to explain the leading dec- 
trines of religion more fully to the un- 
derftanding of people, than in public 
difcourfes ; to anfwer objections, re- 
move doubts, and prepare them to at- 
tend upon public exercifes to better ad- 
vantage. 

And when heathens have received the 
Chriftian faith, much good may refult 
from fuch private vifits; and it isa 
point of prudence to make them, 
when. citcumftances allow, and they 
do not interfere. with public fervices, 
private ftudies, and devotional exercifes. 


Every inftrumental duty of religion - 


has its particular benefits: ’The’ faith 
comes by hearing, by the public difpen- 
fation of the divine word ; yet private 
addreffes area good preparative for the 
reception of the gofpel preached by the 
ambaffadors of Chrift. In private in- 
terviews a minifter may {peak more 
particularly, and adapt himfelf, with 
greater precifion to the fate and con- 
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year of his age, and 16th of his 
miniftry. He furvived his grand- 
father about eight years. He 
left the Indians in a very orderly 
way of affembling on the Lord’s 
day for public worfhip, in four, 
or five feveral places. Their con- 
gregations were fupplied with 
well inftru€ted teachers of their 
own nation, who ufually began 


with prayer, and after finging 


dition of particular perfons, than he 
can do in his public difcourfes. In this 
way he may become better acquainted - 
with the fpiritual ftate of profeffors, 
than in any other. He may know bete . 
ter what fubje&ts may be moft profita- 
ble to them in public. He may fome- 
times have a favorable opportunity of 
convincing the erroneous—reproving 
offenders—removing the doubts of the _ 
f{crupulous—animating the timorous— 
and repreffing the confidence of over- 
forward profeffors. , 
Private, perfonal addreffes, when ~ 
managed with wifdom, will fometimes 
make a deeper impreffion upon the 
mind, than public difcouries, tho’ they 
may contain the fame fentiments, and . 
be delivered with becoming animation. — 
Such private conferences fometimes 
give a minifter a fair opportunity of” 
removing prejudices againft himfelf; 
and of conciliating the minds of con- 
tending people to each other. Dif- 
creetly managed, they tend to cement 
friendfhip, and to render his public ad- 
miniftrations more ufeful. ‘They will 
give people a better opinion of him; 


| that he is heartily engaged to premote 


their belt interefts: He may alfo, in 
this way, obtain a more extenfive aez 
quaintance with human nature, which 
is of great moment, in every branch 
of his duty, 

However, fuch vifits, tho’ ufeful, 
muft have their limits, and not intrench 
upon other duties, whether public, of 
private-—-Whether upon preaching, 
which is the prime duty of a miffiona- 
ry; or application to ftudy, in the neg- 
lect of which he will be but poorly 
qualified to difcharge the public, and 
private offices of his profeffion, In the 
feveral duties ofhis ftation, circumftances 
miuft determine what’ proportion of time 
is to be allotted to each. 
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part of a pfalm, {pake to the au- 
ditors from fome portion of fac- 
ed {cripture. « He alfo left an In- 
dian church confifting of one hun- 
dred communicants, walking accor- 
ding to the rule of the feriptures.* 

Rev. John Mayhew was a per- 
fon of a clear judgment, great 
prudence, and of an excellent 
fpirt : And the Indians very 
much reforted to his houfe for 
advice and inftru€tion, and alfo 
for relief in their wants: And as 
he was perfuaded that many of 
them were truly religious, he 
would fometimes fay, That tho’ 
he had but little reward from men 
(having but about five pounds a 
year for his labors among them, 
excepting the two laft years) yet 
if he might be inftrumental in fa- 
ving any, he fhould be fully fat- 
isfied, and think himfelf to be 
fufficiently recompenfed.”” The 
whole of what was allowed him 
for his inceflant labors both among 
the Indians and Englifh, put to- 
gether, would f{carcely amount to 
ten pounds a year, except the 
two laft years of his life. With 
juftice he could adopt the words 
of the apoftle, and addrefs the peo- 
ple of his charge, “ I feek not 
yours, but you.’? After the 
honorable commiffioners came to 
be acquainted with him, and the 


eminent fervices he did, they fet-. 


tled upon him thirty pounds a 
year, the two laft years of his life. 

He walked in his houfe with a 
perfect heart, having his children 
and domeftics in all fubjeétion, 
they both loving and revering 
him ; and being frequently and 
ferioufly inftruéted by him. 

In his laft ficknefs, he expref- 
fed a defire, ifit were the Divine 
will, that he might live a while 


* Matthew Mayhew, and Indian 
Converts, . 
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longer to have feen his children 


‘more ripened in age before he: 


died ; and to have done more fer- 
vice for Chrift on the earth: But 
with refpeét to his own ftate be- 
fore God, he enjoyed a great fe- 
renity of mind, having a lively 
apprehenfion of the mercy of God, 
thro’? the merits of Chrift: Far 
from being afraid to die, having 
hopes, thro’ grace, of obtaining 
eternal life, by Jefus. Chrift our 
Lord. He counfelled, exhorted, 
and encouraged his relatives, and 
others, who came to vifit him : 
And with refpe& to himfelf, 
among other things, faid, « He 
was perfuaded, that God wouki 
not place him with thofe after his 
death, in whofe company he could 
take no delight in his life time.” 
Thus expired this third fuccef- 
five preacher to the Indians of this 
worthy family, after he had fet 
another illuftrious example of fer- 
vent zeal for the glory of God, 
a lively faith in the invifible and 
eternal world, and a generous, 
great, and unremitting concern 
for the falvation of all about him. 
It isneedlefs to fay, that the lofs 
of him in the meridian of life, and 
efpecially fo foon after his grand- 
father’s deceafe, was deeply regret- 
ted both by Englith and Indians, 
If we meafure life by a man’s 
piety, benevolence, great aétivity, 
and eminent ufefulnefs, we may 
fay, with ftri@ propriety, that 
Mr. Mayhew lived to an advan- 
ced period. 'The words of an 
ancient Jewifh writer may be ap- 
plied to him, with as much juf- 
tice, as to moft men of a fimilar 
age ; ‘¢ Honorable age is not that, 
which ftandeth in length of time ; 


‘or that is meafured by a number 


of years: But wi/dom is the grey 
hair unto man; and an unfpatted 


life is old age.” 


(To be continued. ) 


2802]- 
The work of God perfet. 
(Contin. from Vol. II. p. 465.) 


NUMBER II. 


AVING in my fecond num- 

» §L ber attempted to trace the 
evidence of this great _ truth, 
That none is good but one, God, in 
the work of creation—in God’s 
difpenfation towards the angels— 


in his general plan of mercy. 


towards fallen man and in one par- 


ticular branch of this plan, the 


events of his common providence : 
I proceed to trace the evidence of 
the fame truth, . 
2. In the objects of divine mer- 
cy. Thefe were finning men and 
not finning angels. Had the lat- 


ter and not the former been the 


objects of divine mercy, the im- 
perfect views of creatures might 
fuggeit the doubt whether God, in 
choofing them, might not havehad 
refpe& to their fuperior greatnefs 
and excellence in their firft forma- 
tion. 
that are not as though they were, 
faw fit, in the choice he made, to 
fhow otherwife. Man was not 
chofen becaufe his fin was venial, 
or becaufe he was lefs guilty than 
the finning angels ; he deferved 
condemnation as much as they. 
~ His eleétion of God was an act 
of fovereign goodnefs ; ftill there 
are goodreafons for all God’s atts ; 
he does not will and act becaufe 
he will ; but he wills and adts as 
he, does, rather than otherwife, 
becaufe it is fit. It would be 
prefumption to decide with confi- 
dence on all the reafons of the di- 
vine conduét in any cafe ; but in 
the cafe before us, it is apparent, 
that God has ordained, according 
to a known maxim of his king- 
‘dom, That the firft fhall be laft, 
and the laft firft'; and it feems rea- 
fonable to fuppofe, that God in’ 
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But he that calleth things | 
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the difpenfation of his grace, pro- 
ceeds on this rule to the intent shat 
none may glory in his prefence, and 
that the tranfcendant glory which 
God will beftow on creatures the 
moft worthlefs, guilty and forlorn, 
who are redeemed from amongit 
men, might appear to be all of 
God. Thusas the old creation 
muit have appeared more. glorious 
and divine when contrafted with 
the chaos out of which it was 
formed ; fo the new creation, the 
end and perfeétion of all God’s 
works, will appear more glorious 
and divine when contrafted with 
the fhapelefs and vile materials out 
of which it was formed, and will 
be more tothe glory and praife 
of all his perfections.. Again, 
Though the eleétion of grace 
is confined to men, yet it isa moft 
folemn truth, that it does not em- 
| brace all men, fome will be left to 
| their own chofen way, and under 
the dominion of that carnal mind 
‘which is enmity againft God, will 
choofe the way to death. The 
_ difference in temper, character and 
ftate between them and the faved,. 
is wholly of God, who worketh 
_all things after the counfel of his 
|own will. Itis not of him that 
' willeth, nor of him that runneth, 
| but of God that fhoweth mercy. 
i ‘The faved are born of the Spirit, 
regeneration then is the work of 
the Spirit, known unto God are 
all his works from the foundation 
of the world ; and if known then 
decreed. Where God has decreedto 
work, he has decreed to fave, and 
where he has deereed not to work, 
he: has decreed not to fave. The 
heart of enmity cannot enjoy God 
or heaven ; onthe contrary, it is 
the forerunner and certain fource 
of endlefs woe. No man can 
change his own heart, or act upon 
higher principles than he has, 
He canaot by ‘an act of the will 
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control his affections, to make 
that appear beautiful, which he 
hates; or, to make that appear 
deformed, which he loves. T he 
reafon. of loving or hating partic- 
ular objeéts mutt be fought for in 
the nature of the foul itfelf, and 
not in the exercifes of the will. 
All men therefore lie at mercy ; 
« By grace are ye faved through 
“ faith, and. that; not of your- 
“felvesit isthe gift of God.” 
There is indubitable evidence then 
that eternal life to finners of the 
human race, is the free gift of 
God ; it is infinite mercy. The 
faved have not whereof to glory, 
neither before God, nor man. 
Again, ; 

A great proportion of thofe 
whom God has chofen, from age 
to age, as the objects of mercy, 
have been from what are efteemed 
the lowerranks of fociety. Thus 
our Saviour in the days af his 
flefh, while he paffed by the court 
of Herod, and the palace of the 
high-prieft, and thofe, generally, 
whowere of the Jewifh Sanhedrim, 
or of the fcribes, pharifees and 
do&tors of the law, chofethe fo- 
ciety of perfons in obfcure life, 
conforted with publicans and fin- 
ners, and conferred his choiceft 
bleffings, more commonly, on the 
poor, the maimed, the halt and 
the blind. <“* He was anointed to 
** preach good tidings, unto the 
“meek, to bind up the broken 
“hearted, to proclaim liberty to 
«the captives, and the opening 
‘the prifon to them that are 
“ bound.”? God’s purpofe feems 
to have been in this to ftain the 
pride of all human glory ; and 
St. Paul is exprefs, *’That God 
«hath chofen the foolifh things 
ss of the world to confound the 
“wife ; and weak things of the 

~ world to confound the things 
“ thatare mighty; and bafe things 
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I ¢ thou waft born. 


| *€ paffed by thee, and faw thee 
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| * of the world, and things that 
“are defpifed hath God-chofen: 
| ¢* Yea, and things which are not, 
|“ to bring to nought things that 


“are; that no flefh fhiuld glory ix 
“ his prefence.”? Once more, 
The miferable and forlorn cirs 
cumftances of the peopleornations 
which God hath fuceeffively cho= 
fen to be his peculiar people, at 
the time of manifefting to them 
his fpecial favor, evince the fame 
truth. God firft chofe the people 
of Ifrael to be a fpecial, peculiar 
people unto himfelf, above all peo- 
ple that were upon the face of the 
earth. And he tells them that 
he did not fet his love upon them, 
nor choofe them, becaufe they 
were more in number than any 
people ; for they were the fewe/ 
of all people. But becaufe he 
loved them, and becaufe he would 
keep the oath, which he had 
fworn unto their fathers. Their 
miferable ftate, when God caft 
an eye of pity on them, is affeG- 
ingly defcribed by the prophet 
Ezekiel, under the figure of an 
expofed infant, im thefe words. 
* Thus faith the Lord God unto 
 Jerufalem, thy birth and thy 
“ nativity is of the land of Ca- 
“naan: Thy father was an Am- 
‘< orite, and thy mother a Hittite. 
«© And as for thy nativity in the 
‘‘ day thow waft born, thy navel 
“‘ was not.cut, neither waft thou 
“« wafhed in water to fupple thee, 
“ thou waft not falted at all, nor 
“ fwaddled at all. Noeye pitied 
* thee, todo any of thefe unto 
‘“‘ thee, to have compaffion upon 
“thee ; but thou was caff out in 


_ the open field to the loathing of 


“thy perfon ; in the day that 
And when T 


“polluted in thine own. blood, 
«I faid unto thee, when thou 
‘¢ waft in thy blood; live; yea, I 


s 
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ke Tae thee; when thou 
*¢ waft in thy bloed, live.’ The 
ftrength of the tender mercies of 
God toward them is exhibited to 
the beft advantage by their contin- 
ued provocations, their. perfidy, 
and bafe ingratitude; after God 
had brought them into the moft 
honorable relation to himfelf: Go, 
when the Jews were broken off 
from the family and church of 
God through unbelief, and the 
Gentiles were adopted intoit, their 
circumftances were equally wretch- 
ed. Sufficient time had elapfed, 
' fince the calling of the Jews; to 
fhow, that thofe nations, left to 
themfelves, would never return to 
God ; but; on the contrary, 
while they, at leaft fome of them, 
rapidly advanced in philofophy 


and the arts, would increafe in | 


all manner of wickednefs, and in 
brutifh ignorance of the one true 
God ; andthat their ftate, with: 
eut divine aid, was utterly hope- 
lefs. That fuch was ,their true 
ftate may be feen in the 1 chap. of 
St. Paul’s Epiftle to the Romans, 
where their character is defcribed 
at large. Thefe nations are de- 
{cribed in the 54 Chap. of Ifaiah 
under the image of a barren wo- 
man, who had been repudiated in 
her youth, and had lived in a def- 
olate, afflicted and comfortlefs 
ftate, but at laft was received into 
favor and addrefled with thefe 
healing and comfortable words : 
«© Sing,. O;° barren, thou that 
 didfnot bear, break forth in- 
“‘to finging thou that didft not 
*“ travail with child ; 
&¢ are the children of the defolate, 
<<‘ than the children of the married 
*¢ wife, faith the Lord. 
*¢ maker is thy husband, the Lord 
*¢ of hofts is his name. For the 
« Lord hath called thes as a co- 
“ man forfaken and grieved in fpir- 
«if, and as a wife of youth, when 
Vou, III. No. 1. 


for more. 


For thy 


- 
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«thou wait refufed, faith thy 


“Gad: Forafmall moment have 
“ T forfaken thee ; but with great 
“* mercies will I gather thee. In 
“a little wrath I hid my face 
“ from thee, fora moment, but 
“* with everlafting loving-kindnefs 
“¢ will I have mercy on thee, faith 
“the Lord thy Redeemer. OG 
“ thou affiged, tofed with tempeft 
* and not comforted ! Behold I will 
Jay thy ftones with fair colores, 
‘and thy foundations with fap: 
“ phires.”? So the whole houfe of 
Ifrae] are now, and have been for 
agesin a defperate ftate, vifibly 
rejected of God, but are preferv- 
edas a monument of wrath; and 
asa fign and.a wonder to all naz 
tions ; their cafe is fo hopelefs, 
that they are compared 'to a valley 
of dry bones ; yet at the time 
appointed they fhall be revived; 
they fhall become one nation in 
the land} upon the mountains of 
Ifrael, and fhall dwell therein for: 
ever, and David fhall be their 
prince, and God’s fanétuary thall 
be m the midft of them for ever- 
more. Thus God. as St: Paul tef- 
tifies, hath concluded Jew and 
Gentile in unbelief that he might 
have mercy upon all: Or; that 
their calling and adoption fuccef= 
fively into Ged’s family might be 
feen to be wholly from God; and 
an expreffion of mere mercy: 

3d. In the difcipline which di- 
vine wifdom has chofen to train up 
his people for the heavenly inher 
itance. What is particularly. re- 
ferred to, as pertitient to the ar- 
gument in hand, is the oppofition 


which; purfuant to the divine difa -: 


pofal, has ever been made to the 
people of God, by the powers of 
earth and of hell andby theremain- 
ing corruptions, or body of fin, 
within them. ‘This will be con- 
fidered, briefly, inrefpec to tlre 
chureh of God in general, and in 


C 
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refpect to.individual believers, to- 
gether with fome things which re- 
late to their prefervation, fupport 
and. deliverance. The ferpent 
having feduced our firft parents 
into rebellion againft God, in the 
fentence which God pronounced 
again{t him, he fays, ‘I will put 
“enmity, between thee and the 
«« woman, and between thy feed 
“¢ and her feed, it fhall bruife thy 
«« head, and thou fhalt bruife his 
‘< heel.”? Every period of time 


fince bears witnefs to the truth of 


this prediction. _ It is unneceflary 
to mention particulars ; to do juf- 
tice to this fubject would be the 
fame as to.write. a hiftory of the 
church from the beginning. It 
is more to the purpofe to ob- 
ferve, that the oppodition has al- 
ways been fo great, that nothing 
could. control or fubdue it but 
the power of God himfelf. It 
was the arm of the Lord which 
‘ faved the church of the old world, 
-and deftroyed its enemies, when 
the earth was filled with violence. 
It was the arm of the Lord that 
eut Rahab and wounded the dra- 
gon. It was the arm of the Lord 
that dried. up. the fea, the waters 
of the great deep, that made the 
depths of the fea, a way for the 
yanfomed to pafs over. But the 
arm of the Lord is not made bare 
* in view of the nations in miraculous 
works only ; it is fo, in the con- 
currence of ordinary events, which, 
under the divine direction, work 
together for the prefervation of the 
church in times of the moft immi- 
nent danger ;.or for its enlarge- 
ment in times of diftrefs. It is 
vifible in raifing up Cyrus and Ar- 
taxarxes, heathen princes, to. re- 
ftore and build Jerufalem as well 
as inthe deftrugtion of Pharaoh 
and his hoft in the red fea. It is 


feen in the advancement of Efther ' 


and Mordecai in the court of Per- 
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fia, inthe unreft of Ahafuerus, 
which produced the fearch of the 
records, in the fudden reverfe which 
caufed Haman the Jews, enemy.to 
be hanged upon the gallows which 
hehad prepared for Mordecai, and 
in the confequent complete. deliv- 
erance of the Jews from utter de- 
firnGtion, as well as in caufing 
the fun to ftand ftill im Gibeon, 
and the moon in the valley of Aja- 
lon. It appears in the deftruCtion 
of Jerufalem by the Romans, af- 
ter that bloody city had killed the 
prince of life, and had become 
the moft dangerous enemy and 
perfecutor of the Chriftian church 
——in the elevation of Conftantine 
to the imperial throne, at a period 
when perfecution appears to have 
almoft finifhed its bloody work, in 
the extirpation of the Chriftian 
name—ain the various events which 


gradually revealed the man of fin 


until he had exalted himfelf above 
all that is called God, or that is 
worfhipped, and had become the 
dragon’s moft complete _reprefen- 
tative;—in thofe which have hith- 
erto preferved the true church du- 
ring his reign, and in thofe which 
have, by various fteps, humbled 
this its laft and greateft enemy ; 
as well as in the deftruétion of 
Sifera and his hoft by the hand of 
Deborah and Barak—of the Mid- 
ianites by the hand of Gideon— 
of the Ethiopians by the hand of 
Afa—of the children of Am- 
mon, Moab, and mount Seir, by 
the hands of each other—or of 
the hundred and four-fcore and 
five thoufand Affyrians by the 
hand of theangel of the Lord. 

~ Indeed the ftate of things from 
the beginning has been fuch as di- 
vine wifdom faw beft calculated to 
difplay, in the fulleft manner, the 
enmity of the feed of the ferpent 
to the feed of the woman, to lead 


the people of God to fee that all 
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good is from him, to truft’ with, 


- unfhaken confidence in his power 
and grace, and to render the final 
victory of the promifed feed, in 
bruifing the ferpent’s head, moft 
complete and glorious. Thefe 
and fimilar ends God has attained 
by the exifting flate of things in 
every age, in raifing up and put- 
ting down fucceflively the Egyp- 
tian, Aflyrian, Perfian, Grecian, 
Roman, and other great monar- 
chies of the earth, and in giving 
them dominion and great authori- 


ty, while the church and people’ 
of God have been for the moft | 


part, asto human fupport, feeble 
and defencelefs, and fubjeé to 
that dominion—in the reign of 
Antichrift, and prefervation of 
the church, notwithftanding he 
has been drunken with the blood 


of the faints, and with the blood | 


of the martyrs of Jefus ; and the 
fame ends will be attained by the 
prefent ftate of the nations, par- 
ticularly of the Jews,and of thofe 
Gentile nations who have not yet 
received the Gofpel, and by the 
great apoftacy which is, at the 
prefent day, prevailing among 
thofe nations, which have long 
enjoyed and long abufed the gof- 
pel ; as well as by that glorious 
and final deliverance of the church 
which fhall take place, when the 
faints fhall poffefs the kingdom. 


‘Though the great events refer | 


red to in the laft~ particular relate 
to the church as a community, 
and are calculated to form a per- 
fe& fociety, yet they do this by 
forming the character of individ- 
uals, which fhall compofe that fo- 
ciety. Their perfection confifts 
in being filled with the knowledge 
and love of God and in the full 
enjoyment of him. Every agent 
is known by his works ; and God, 
the firft, the greateft and the beft, 


is known by his. ‘The difficulty + 


Lhe perfection of God’s work. 


rg 
is, God is an infinite agent, and of, 
courfe his works are infinite, and 
beyond the comprehenfion of fi- 
nite minds. None by fearching 
can find out'God, none ¢an find 
out the Almighty unto perfection. 
Still, enough may be known, as 
explained by himfelf, to fit us: to 
bear a part in that fociety which, 
as a whole, and in all its parts, 
will be of perfect beauty. And 
as no event can take place, but 
will, rightly underftood, dire@tly 
difcover the heart of God ; fo 
no doubt, the holy whabitants of 
Heaven will be eternally employ-: 
ed in fearching the works of God 
with ever-growing delight and im- 
provement. But I proceed to 
what is dire€tly in view to confider 
the evidence arifing from the op- 
pofition which good men experi- 
ence in their Chriftian courfe from 
Satan and their own remaining 
corruptions, of the great truth, 
That there is none good but one that 
is God. area 

. Itis eafy with God, by an in- 
flantaneous aét, completely :-to 
fan&tify the foul of thé greatelt 
finner, and to fit it for Heaven ; 
and doubtlefs he fometimes does 
this ; but generally, fanctification 
is, at firft, but in part’; and is 
gradually progreflive in thofe who 
are its happy fubjects.: ‘The being 
of fin, in the heart of fuch as are 
born of God, is viewed by them 
as it really is in itfelf, the greateft 
of all evils ; but ftill,at is the oc- 
cafion of great good to them. It 
is feen by them more diftinGtly, as 
abominable. and hateful when in 
aétual exercife, as it were bran- 
difhing its forked tongue, than it 
could be in recolleétion only, as 
having once exifted ; fucha view 


of it, as is exhibited by a clear 


perception of God’s perfect law, 
will excite in them fervent prayer 
for deliverance ; it will humble 
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and empty them, and bring them 
to the foot of God ; it will evince, 
their ill-defert, their utter infuf- 
ficiency for any thing that isgood, 
and their abfolute dependence on 
God.for the being and exercife 
of a principle of  fpiritual life. 
It will illuftrate the long-fuffering 
and patience of Godtowardsthem, 
the ftability of his promifes, and 


Perea of his “ covenant, in 


eeping them, through faith un- 
to falvation, and alfo the nature, 
ftrength and glory of divine love, 
triumphing over all their bafenefs 
and ingratitude ; it will caufe 
them to cry, with the Apoitle 
Paul,in his own cafe, ¢¢ Owretch- 
%¢edman that Iam, whe fhall 
«¢ deliver me from the body of this 
«¢ death ??? It will wean them 
from the world ; it will reconcile 
them to dying, asthe only means 
of complete deliverance ; and, 
while they are in the body, it will 
caufe them to groan earneftly, not 
that they would be unclothed, but 
clothed upon, thatmortality might 
be fwallowed up of life. : Indwel- 
ling fin, will through the force of 
fudden temptation, too often 
break forth, and become vifible 
to the eye of man, as it always 
ts tothe omnifcient eye of God ; 
this will not fail to occafion in 
them the moft poignant diftrefs 
and fhame ; willexpofe them to 
theinfulis of the adverfary of fouls; 
and willinvolve them.in darknefs, 
doubts and fears, like Jonah when 
“he cried from the’ belly of hell 
“by reafon’ of his affli€tion.’? 
God is no refpecter of perfons, 
and fin in his own children is as 
odious to him, as it is in others ; 
and indeed more fo, as’ more ag~ 
gravated ; but thereis good rea- 
fon to believe that it will, whether 
indwelling or: out-breaking, ulti- 
mately iffue in their {piritual good. 
Th fecured from final a- 
Aney are € m fina 


The perfettion of God's aork. 


[Jv LY 5 


poftacy by the covenant of graces 
Though they fall, they fhall not 
be utterly caft down, forthe Lord» 
upholdeth them with his hand. 
Neither height nor depth fhall be 
able to feparate them from the 
love of God. David’s fin was: 
always before him ; he remem. 
bered ity many years after its com-* 
miffion, when he fled from Abfa- 
lom ; and when, on directing Za- 
doc to carry back the ark of God: 
into the city, he made the follow- 
ing reflection; ‘If I fhall find 
*¢ favor intheeyes of the Lord, 
‘‘he will bring me again; and 
“ fhow me both it, and his habita- 
“ tion; but if he thus fay, I have: 
‘no delight in thee ; behold here 
“© am I, let him do to me, what: 
“ feemeth good unto him.’? And: 
he had it in view, in his aniwer to 
Abithai defiring liberty to’ take 
off the head of Shimei for curf: 
ing the King, when he came to 
ahurim, in thefe words; “ So 
s€#et him curfe, becaufe the Lord 
“«« hath faid unto him curfe David; 
‘¢ let him qlone, and let him curfe, 
<¢ for the Lord hath bidden him.’? 
He was in confequence of it more 
penitent, more humble, more pa- 
tient, more fubmiflive to the will 


-of God, more fenfible of his des 


pendence on God, and he loved 
God the more, becaufe more was 
forgiven him. The fall and re- 
covery of David happened for an 
enfample, and they are written 
for our admonition, on whom the 
ends of the world are come ; they 
ferve to guard Chriftians in all af- 
ter ages from prefumptuous fin, 
on the one hand ; and on the 
other, from defpair ; and the pen- 
itential pfalms, which Dayid 
wrote on the occafion, and which 
lead us up to the fountain of fin 
in the heart, have greatly enrich. 
ed the canon of {cripture ; and 


| they have been the language, in 
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which deep penitence has expref- 
fed itfelf, in every period of the 
Chriftian church. _ Time -was, 
when Peter could confidently fay 
to Chrift, «’Though all men deny 
thee, yet will not £.”? But after 
his fall, we hear no more of this 
yain confidence. Whenthe rifen 
Saviour demands of him, « Lov- 
‘© eft thou me more than thefe ?” 
He modeftly anfwers. ‘Thou 
knoweft that J /ove thee,’? with- 
out drawing others, to their dif- 
advantage, into comparifon with 
himfelf, 

Chriftians have to fight not on- 
ly againft flefh and blood, but a- 
gainit principalities and powers ; 
and, as they advance in the Chrif- 
tian courfe, they are more and 
more fenfible that they are utterly 
unable-to contend with the pow- 
ers. of darknefs in their own 
ftrength, that they can maintain 
the combat and gain the vitory 
only by taking to themfelves the 
whole armour of God, and that 
Satan fubmits to no power, but to 
that of the great captain of their 
falvation. 

Add tothis, God is pleafed, as 
afovereign, to afford, or to with- 
draw his comforting prefence, as 
the peculiar {tate of his people re- 
quires ; when he favors them with 
the light of his countenance they 
rejoice, and when he withholds it, 
they languifh and mourn ; and 
faints, in all ages, have, at times, 
complainedof the hidingsof God’s 
face. Having had fome difcove- 
ries of the divine glory, the full 
vifion and fruition of God is their 
fupreme defire, and the withhold- 
ing of it their greateft grief. 

hus, in particular circumftances, 
it is the language of Job: “ Be- 
hold, I go forward, but he “is 
not there ; and, backward, but 
«© T cannot perceive him; on the 
*¢ left hand; where he doth work, 
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* but I cannot behold him ; he 
“hideth himfelf on the right 
“hand, that I-cannot fee him. 
“ O that Tknew where I might 
“find him !?? And of David: 
*« Why ftandeft thou afar off, O 
« Lord, why hideft thou thyfelf, 
“‘ in times of trouble ?” Of the 
church : «Wherefore hideft thou 
‘“‘thy face and forgetteft our af. 
s¢ fliCtion and our oppreffion 2? [ 
“fought him, whom my foul 
“loveth, I fought him, but I 
*¢ found him not.”” And of our 
bleffed Saviour, when expiring on 
the crofs : «* My God, my God, 
«¢ why haft thou forfaken me ?”? 
The a&t of God, in withdrawing 


| himfelf, does not neceffarily imply 


| 


fin in the fubje&t, for Chrift, who 
experienced this withdrawment, 
knew no fin. In relation to him, 
however, it was both retributive 
and difciplinary »; retributive, as 


; it was no fmall part of the penalty 


of God’s law which he fuered, 
in expiating our fins ; difciplinary, 
as he learned obedience by the 
things which he fuffered ; but, in 
relation to the faints, it feems to 
be difciplinary only, and no part 
of the penalty of the law. It is 
defizned for the advancement of 
their beft good ; it teaches them 
effectually their abfolute depend- 
ence on God, for all their fpirit- 
ual enjoyments, and the worth of 
the divine prefence ; it prepares 
them for lively exercifes of grati- 
tude and joy, on its return, and 
fits them for the work of eternal 
praife, when faith fhall be fwal- 
lowed up in vifion. 
OMICRON. 
(To be continued. ) 


Nyinphas to Sofipater. 
(Contin. from Vol. II. p. 453.) 
LETTER IT. 
S there not fomething furpri- 
fing and awfully affeQing in 
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the conduét of profeflors of the 
prefent day, with refpe& to the 
falvation of others’? Is not the 
language of Cain the very lan- 
guage of many; Am I my broth- 
ex’s keeper? Is it not truly won- 
derful, that we feel fuch a cold 
indifference about their eternal fal- 
vation; and in fa@ do fo little to 
pluck them as brands out of the 
burning, and prevent their utter 
ruin ? When we turn our atten- 
tion to them’as being formed ra- 
tional creatures, furnifhed with 
noble and immortal pewers, in 
their nature adapted to-pleafe and 
glorify their God and Saviour and 
to promote their own andthehigh- 
“eft prefent and eternal good of his 
moral kingdom, the worth of the 
foul rifes beyond the loftieit con- 
ceptions of Angels. . Creatures 
formed with fuch powers, furnifh- 
ed for the nobleft fervice and for 
enjoying the higheft kind of blef- 
fednefs, are of fome real worth, 
even on fuppofition their exiftence 
would terminate with this momen- 
tary life.’ Of what incomparable 
worth muft they then be, if after 
as many millions of ages have rol- 
led away, as there are fands on 
the fea fhore or drops of water in 
the ocean, their eternity is but be- 
ginning ? How can it appear to 
usa matter of fuch indifference 
“whether creatures of fuch incom- 
parable worth, be faved or loft 
forever ? Forthere is no other al- 
ternative. Jf they are not faved, 
they will certainly be loft. Is it 
poilible, looking on any individu- 
alin the circle of our a¢quaint- 
ance, if we can think ita, matter 
of little importance whether he be 
ufeful and happy even through 
life ? Much rather, it would feem 
impoffible that we can feel a cold 


indifference whether he fhould be. 


ufeful and happy forever and ev- 


Nymphas to Sofipater. 


[Jury, 


er. How wonderful is our luke- 
warmnefs in this grand bufinefs ! 
How aftonifhing is-it that we do 
fo little and are fo little engaged ! 
Our aftonifhment in view of our 
feelings and condu&t, with ref- 
peat to the falvation of our fel- 
low finners mutt rife much higher, 
when we confider what infinité 
love has done to fave man. God 
the father has given and fet forth . 
his dear and well beloved Son, to 
be a propitiation, that whofoever 
believeth in him fhould not perifh 
but have eternal life. With ref- 
erence to this the fon of God has 
become incarnate, fulfilled. all 
righteoufnefs, and humbled him- 
felf and become obedient to death, 
the painful ignominious death of 
the crofs.. With refpect to this, 
the holy fpirit exerts his almighty 
energy in convincing of fin, right- 
eoufnefsand judgment, and infhew-. 
ing Chrift to them and if unwil- 
ling, making them willing to re- 
nounce the world, to forfake all 
and follow Chrift. With refpec&t 
tothis, prophets, apoftles, evan- 
gelifts, paftors and teachers have 
been given, and the Golden Can- 
dlefticks have been {et up in the 
world, and divine ordinances have 
been inftituted. With refpect to 
this, angels are ever on the wing. 
Can we think for a moment on 
what the father of mercies has 
done and of his unfpeakable gift ? 
Can we read the memoirs of the in- 
carnation, the obedience and fuf- 
ferings, life and death of the ado- 
rable fon of God, how he agoni- 
zed in the garden and poured out 
his foul in tears and blood, on the 
accurfed tree, and not feel amaze- 
ment in view of our failings and 
conduct, that welare fo languid, 
fo very lukewarm in our endeavors 
to fave fouls from. eternal death, 
and hide the multitudes of theis 
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fins ?.. Truly 1.am.a wonder to 
myfelf, that I am fo loft to all 
feeling and tender concern for.my 
fellow finners, who are rufhing on 
in a mad career into the devouring 
flames and am difpofed to do fo 
little. .May we not blufh and 
hide our heads for fhame, that 
we fo little refemble the father of 
mercies ; that we are fo exceed- 
ingly unlike him whom we call our 
Lord and mafter, who came from 
the bofom of delights to that very 
crofs to fave finners, and is now 
high enthroned and veited with u- 
niverfal dominion that he might 
deliver poor finners from fin, death 
and hell and raife them to the 
heights of bleflednefs in heavenly 
places ? 

Yea, fhame may cover us that 
we fall fo far behind the apoftles 
and the firft churches, in the zeal 
we employ in this momentous bu- 
finefs—They breathed the very 
fpirit of their divine mafter and 
clofely followed him in their pain- 
ful labors and travels for the fal- 
vation of finners. What ardor 
of foul did the great apoftle Paul 
breathe ? How glorioufly did he 
exert himfelf ? Nothing feemed to 
him too much to do and fuffer in 
this all-important bufinefs. In 
tranfaCting this he was undifmay- 
ed in the view of the moft threat- 
ening danger. .In_profecuting 
this, he was willing to {pend and 
be {pent—yea to {pill the lait drop 
of his blood. Nothing was fuf- 
ficient to damp his ardor, or di- 
vert the current of his endeavors. 
His very foul was all love to fin- 
ners, and he was indefatigable in 
his labors for their falvation. His 
fellow laborers and 'the firft church- 
es of the faints breathed the fame 
lovely fpirit and followed him as 


he followed Chrift, and nobly.ex- | 
erted themfelves in the fame glo- | 


rious bufinefs. The grand things 


On the moral imperfeGion of Chriflians. 23 


~ 


the facred three have done and are 
doing in the profecution of this 
work, the intereft which the in- 
habitants of heaven take in the 
falvation of finners, for ‘ there 
is joy in heaven over one finner 
that repenteth,” and the zeal of 
the Apoftles and the firft Chrif- 
tians, upbraid our ftupor, and call 
upon us to engage in this bufinefs 
according to its importance. If 
we faw finners furrounded in the 
flames of their houfes, fhould we © 
not fly to their relief and do every 
thing which could be done? Ane 
fhould we not much rather exert 
ourfelves to fave them from ever- 
lafting burnings? Their danger 
is great and preffing, the world, 
the flefh and the devil, are com- 
bined to effect their deftruction. 
And alas! The poor creatures, 
arein general, in adeath-like fleep, 
fearlefs of danger. What a great 
and blefled thing would it be, if 
we, thro’ the Lord’s grace might 
be inflrumental, in faving even 
one, of our fellow finners from 
MEL Pons 

Let us put on Chrift, and im- 
bibe large meafures of his {pirit 
and follow him, let us imitate the 
example he has left us, of the 
kindeft, tendereft love. to fouls ; 
let us keep him in view and. like 
him let us be ready to make any 
facrifice in. fuch a caufe, and be 
ready to do.and. fuffer as we have 
ability and opportunity, for the 
falvation. of fouls, and finally 
may we fhine in that. kingdom of 
our father, among thofe who win 
fouls and turn many to righteon{- 
neis. Yours, &c. 


On the moral imperfection of Chri/- 
tians. 


T is a clear cafe, that Chrif- 
tians are morally imperfect, 
and that, while in this life, they 
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have much remaining fin. This 
moral imperfeGtion of Chriftians 
muft confift, either in the incon- 
fancy of their holy exercifes—ia 
diftind exercifes of a different and 
oppofite nature at the fame time—or, 
in moral imperfefion in their holy ex- 
ercifes themfelves. We can con- 
ceive of no other, than one of 
thefe ways, wherein Chriftians can 
fail of moral perfection. If -it 
be inthe fir/, it is to be fuppofed 
that the holy affeGtions they ex- 
ercife are perjeély holy, but inter- 
rupted by affections, which are 
wholly aad totally finful. If it 
be in this that the moral imperfec- 
tion of Chriftians confifts, the fol- 
lowing confequences muft be ad- 
mitted, viz. : 

. 1. That growth in grace, ex- 
cepting fuch improvement as_ will 
be in Chriftians after they arrive 
toa flate of perfe&tion never again 
to be interrupted by fin, confitts 
in the nearer approach to con/lancy 
of holy exercifes.. Thatit is the 
duty of Chriitians to grow in 
grace—that they are frequently 
exhorted to it, in the word of 
God—and, that they in fa&t do, 
will not be denied.. This growth 
in grace muft imply a nearer ap- 
proach to freedom from fin. But 
as their holy exercifes are already 
free from fin, the exhortation can 
be complied with on/y by their be- 
ing lefs frequently interrupted by 
fuch as are finful. And if the 
Chriftian’s growth in grace imply 
a lefs frequent interruption of ho- 
ly affeCtions, nothing appears to 
forbid the expetation of an unin- 
terrupted fucceffion of perfe&tly 
holy exercifes, in Chriftians, for 
days, months, and even years. 
And whenever this fhall be the 
cafe, the Chriftian arrives to all 
that finlefs perfeQtion the greatelt 
enthuftafts‘ever imagine attainable 
in the prefent ftate, and may tru- 
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ly fay, ‘Ihave no fin.” But the 
apoftle fays, 1 John, 1. 8. If we 
‘ fay that we have no fin, we de- 
« ceive ourfelves, and the truth is 
¢ not in us.” 

z. If Chriftians are perfectly 
holy in this life, excepting that, 
at times, their holinefs is inter- 
rupted by fome finful affe&tion, it 
is not readily difcerned why they 
may not, alfo,be perfectly free from 
erroneous opinion. As all necef- 
fary truth is clearly and perfectly 
revealed, in the holy {criptures ; 
and, the revelation altogether e- 
dapted to the natural capacities of 
men, it may not be admitted that 
an unprejudiced mind will ever 
mifunderftand or pervert divine 
truth : But on the cther hand, 
as our Savior fays, Matt. vi. 22. 
“If thine eye be fingle, thy 
‘¢ whole body fhall be fulloflight.”’ 
On the fame ground he faid a- 
gain, John vii. 17. “If any 
‘¢ man will do his, (God’s) will, 
& he fhall know of the dodtrine, 
*¢ whether it be of God, or wheth- 
“er I fpeak of myfelf.”” The 
apottle fays, alfo, 1 Cor. xiii. 7. 
that ‘ love believeth all things.” 
We might, therefore, rationally 
expect perfe&t harmony in fenti- 
ment,’ among Chriftians ; as, al- 
fo, perfect brotherly love.— 
Should it be faid, that this per- 
feét harmony in fentiment, and 
perfect brotherly love, are pre- 
vented by finful affeGtions, which, 
at times, intervene ; it may be 
replied, this would not prevent 
perfe&t harmony of  fentiment 
and affection during the period, 
however long, of the fucceffion 
of holy affeGtidns. But when 
thofe exercifes, or that train of ex- 
ercifes take place, which, by fup- 
pofition, are totally finful, how 
widely Chriftians may differ, in 
fentiment, is utterly uncertain : 
As, alfo, whether any erroneous 
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belief whatever, be inconfiftent 
with the fubje&’s being a child of 
God—But this much is certain, 
they would be totally deftitute of 
brotherly love ; and would be juit 
as the feriptures defcribe wicked 
men, hateful and hating each other. 
3. If the holy affeGtions of 
Chriftians are perfect, and entire- 
ly free from fin, no good reafon, 
it is conceived, can be given, why 
any one, who is born of God, 
fhould be without the full affurance 
of hope. Perfeét love to God and 
to our fellow-men is fo entirely 
diftinét, in its nature, from any 
thing éver found in the natural 
heart, and fo totally oppofite to 
it, that it cannot be miftaken. 
We may as well fuppofe, that a 
perfon inftantaneoufly — reftored 
from perfect blindnefs, to full and 
clear vifion, fhould feel uncertain 
whether he fee the fun; as, that 
one reftored from perfe& moral 
blindnefs, to perfec {piritual light, 
fhould feel uncertain whether, or 
not, he beheld the slory of God. 
Yet the apoftle reprefents the full 
~ affurance of hope to be the fruit 
of diligent application to duty. 
Heb. vi. rt. And the affurance 
of our calling and eleCtion is fpo- 
ken of, 1 Pet. i. ro. as the ef- 
fet of diligence. Thefe pafla- 
ges imply, that the affurance of 
hope, and of our calling and elec- 
tion, does not accompany the firft 
gracious exercifes, which take 
place in the heart of one, who is 
born of God; but that it is the 
fruit, only of a fucceffion, and 
an increafing ftrength and purity 
of holy affections. 

4. That the exercifes of the 
Chriftian’s affe@tions fhould be at 
any time wholly and totally finful, 
is afuppofition, which does not 
accord with what the apoftle-af- 
ferts of him, who is born of God, 
viz. that his feed remaineth in him; 
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t John,: tii. “9. Peter, alfo, 
fpeaks of Chriftians, as being 
born, not of cérruptible, but af 
incorruptible'feed, by the word 
of God, ‘which liveth and abideth 
forever. 1 Pet. i. 23. This feed 
muft be the fpirit of God, or ho- 
ly love in the heart. And if it 
remain in him who is bora of God, 


| fothat he cannot fin, it muft be 


that he is never without it—nev- 
er wholly deftitute of it, after it 
is implanted in him.—If he be ev 
er wholly without it, and fin with 
the whole heart, as wicked men 
do, how can it with truth and juf= 
tice be faid, ‘that God’s feed re- 
mains in him,and that hecannotfin. 
- §. To fuppofe the moral im« 
perfeGtion of Chriftians to confit 
in the iatonflancy of their holy ex- 
ércifes, feems not confiftent with 
the reprefentation the fcriptures 
give of the ftruggle and warfare, 
which Chriftians have ' within 
themfelves. The apoftle fpeaks 
of flefhly lufts warring againft the 
foul, 1 Pet. ii.a1. And Paul; 
fpeaking of Chriftians, fays, Gal. 
v.17. * The fiefh luftethagainitt 
“ the fpirit, and the fpirit againft 
“ the flefh : And thefe are con+ 
“ trary the one to’ the other ; fo 
“that ye cannot ‘do the ‘things. 
“that ye would.”” » And thatthis 
contrariety’ pf luftings or defires 
in the fame mind, does not confift 
in the perfe&t oppofition .of dif- 
ferent and fuccefive affections to 
each other, appears’ from what 
the fame apoftle fays of himfelf, 
Rom. vii. 21; “I find then a 
* Jaw, thatwhen I would do good, : 
“ evilis prefent with me.” But 
while the affections are perfectly 
holy, evil isnot at the fame time 
prefent : Nor is the power of. 
temptation in any meafure felt. 
Were the exercifes of holinefs and 
fin, as taking place at different 
times in Chrittians, both pericé 
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in their kind, we fee not how the 
apoftle could fay with propriety, 
as ver. 19. “ Forthe good that 
«I would I do not ; but the evil 
« that I would not, that 1 do.” 
We cannot be faidto do that we 
would not, when the whole heart 
is in what we do—Nor.can we be 
faid not to do the good we would, 
when this good is perfectly chofen. 
. The holy feriptures reprefent 
the ftruggle in Chriftians from dif- 
ferent and oppofite principles or 
luftings as a warfare between ene- 
mies. “And yet it 1s clear, there 1s 
—there can be no ftruggle or war- 
fare of enemies, unlefs both are 
alive, and on the field, and exert- 
ing themfelves at the fame time. 
To fuppofe the lnftings of the 
{pirit, and of the flefh, in Chrif- 
. tians, both perfeG in kind, only 
exifting at different times, would 
really give no effentially different 
idea of a warfare within the Chrif- 
tian, than there was in Adam, by 
being fir holy, then a finner. 
Nothing appears, on fuppofition 
that the moral imperfection of 
Chriftians confifts in the incon/tan- 
cy of their holy exercifes, but that 
they may live perfectly free from 
fin, for as long a period as our firft 
parents did—And then, too, live 
in the exercife of perfect wicked- 
nefs, as long as they. did, before 
they were renewed to holinefs. 
Yet the fall and recovery of our 
firft parents is neither an example, 
nor a juft reprefentation of the 
itraggle of oppofite biaffes in the 

hearts of Chriftians. 

6. The fentiment under con- 
- fideration implies, both the doc- 
trine of perfeCion in this life, and 
that of falling from grace. The 
doctrine of perfection, as held by 
its advocates, implies no certainty 
that a fucceffion of holy exercifes 
thall be continued for any particu- 
lar period : Nor, on the other 
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hand, does the exercife of perfect 
wickednefs in him who has fallen, 


forbid the hope, that the fubject 


may again be renewed to repen- 
tance. Shouldit be objeCted, by 
the advocates for the impleaded 
hypothefis, that their fentiments 
do ‘not admit that Chriftians will 
ever fall from grace ; becaufe they 
maintain, there are gracious cov- 
enant engagements, on God’s part, 
that where love has once been im- 
planted in the heart, though its 
exercifes be followed by thofe 
which are perfe@ly finful, it fhall 
again revive and{pring up :—This, 
however, would imply no other 
difference between them and thofe 
who hold that Chriftians may fall 
from grace, than that the former 
fuppofe a certainty that the fubject 
will be renewed to repentance ; 
but the latter do not. The fal- 
ling away in both cafes, is mate- 
rially and effentially the fame, viz. 
a perfon’s ceafing to exercife,the 
leaft degree of love to God, and 
having nothing but wickednefs in 
his heart, though he have once 
been brought to fpiritual life— 
though he have heretofore felt the 
fenfation . of pure, divine love. 
What more than this is neceflary 
to a real, effectual falling from 
grace, it may be difficult to ap- 
prehend. And if the holy. {erip. 
tures decide, that one, who falls 
from grace, can never again be 
renewed to repentance ; they e- 
qually decide, that a Chriftian 
never is, at any period after his 
convertion, wholly without any 
degree of the love of. God in his 
heart—never fees the time, when 
his feelings and exercifes are only 


‘thofe of the unregenerate. finner. 


This is aflerted.on the ground, 
that the covenant of grace afcer- 
tains the final falvation. of every 
one, who is brought to believe in 
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If it be that the phrafes ufed 
in the 4th and 5th verfes of the 
6th Heb. are defcriptive of the 
Chriftian, the words immediately 
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following fully decide that, if | 


fuch an one fall away, he cannot 
be renewed again to repentance. 
But if the expreflions, being en- 
lightened, tafting the heavenly gift, 
made partakers of the Holy Ghoft, 
iafting the good word of God, and 
the powers of the world to come, are 
not defcriptive of the Chriflian 
chara¢ter, and of Chriffian expe- 
rience, ‘where fhall we find any in 


the holy feriptures, which are ?- 


How manifeft is it, that being in 
darknefs, and being in the light are 
phrafes abundantly ufed, in fcrip- 
ture, to diftinguifh between the 
ftate and character of the unregen- 
rate and the Chriftian ? Accord- 
ingly, in this fame Epiftle, chap. 
10. 32. the writer addrefles the 
Hebrew Chriftians, as thofe who 
had been enlightened. Similar ob- 
fervations might be made on the 
other expreffions juft quoted. 
But the Apoftle’sown words feem 
to be decifive in the cafe. He 
fays, if fuch fall away, it is im- 
poflible to renew them again unto 
repentance. This maturally fup- 
pofes that thofe, who had been 
the fubjects of the influences and 
experiences before defcribed, had 
once been renewed unto repen- 
tance :—Had not this been’ the 
cafe, there would have been a 
manifeft impropriety in {peaking 
of .their being again renewed. 
Having once been renewed, if 
they fell away, they never could 
be renewed again. Why does 
not this imply, fhould the time ev- 
er come, when there is a total 
failure of love inthe heart of a 
Chriftian, and this followed by ex- 
ercifes of perfeG, unmixed fin- 
fulnefs, that holy love will never 
again be begotten in his heart? 
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To fay that there is a. ‘divine ef 
tablifhment, that holy exercifes 
fhall fucceed fuch. as are wholly 
finful, in a heart, which has here- 
tofore felt the power of divine 
grace and love, contradicts’ the - 
affertion of the Apottle, that, if 
fuch an one fall away, it is impof- 
fible to renew him to repentance.’ 

Should it be faid, that the fal- 
ling away {poken of by the Apof- 
tle, does not mean a ceflation for 
a little, ora given time, of holy 
exercifes, in the heart of the 
Chriftian ; but a fina/ as well asa 
total apoftacy from Chriftianity ; 
it. may be replied, that fuch a 
conftruction renders the Apoftle’s 
affertion, both unmeaning and 
impertinent.—-This would be to 
make him fay that, one who final- 
ly falls away, and never does repent, 
is never renewed again to repen- 
tance—that it is impoffible to re- 
new a final impenitent to repentance. 

Thefe obfervations may ferve 
to fhow, that the moral imperfec- 
tion of Chriftians does not confift 
in the inconflancy of their holy ex- 
ercifes. 

We may inquire, in the next 
place, whether it be fuppofeable, 
there fhould be two entirely diftin 
and oppofite exercifes of. will, in 
the Chriftian, at one and the fame 
time, the one perfectly holy, and 
the other totally finful ; and, that 
this fhould conititute the moral 
imperfection of Chriftians, in the 
prefent ftate. 

That there may be different; 
and even oppofite exercifes of will, 
in the fame perfon, at different 
times, is readily admitted. But 
that there fhould be exercifes of 
will perfectly diftin&t from each 
other, and in perfect and direct 
oppolition the one to the other 
at the fame time, not only wants the 
evidence of experience, but is difs _ 
ficult even to be conceived. Itis 
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one. confciou/nefs which perceives and 
feels every thing that takes place 
in. one and the fame mind, wheth- 
er itbe of the intelleGtual or vol« 
untary kind. Whatever be the 
nature or quality of affeCtions in 
any individual, they are the affec- 
tions of one and the fame will. 
Oxe confcioufnefs to every thing, 
which: takes place im it, runs 
through the whole of each pars 
ticular, diftingt mind. Two per- 
fely diftin& and oppofite exer- 
cifes of will at the fame time, to- 
gether with two diitinG and fep- 
arate perceptions of confcioufnefs 
of them, imply two minds.as en- 
tirely diftinG: from each other, as 
thofe of any two different perfons. 
What makes two perfons, but 
different trains of moral exercifes, 
between which there isno mutual 
confcioufnef{s-—-mutual perception? 
It muft be two minds in which are 
found exercifes at the fame time, 
and thefe of a nature perfectly 
oppofite to each other, between 
which there is no common confciou/- 
nefi——no mutual perception. But 
if there be a common conjcioufne/s, 
a mutual perceptionrunning through 
all the exercifes, which co-exilt 
in the mind of an individual ; 
there is no place left for fuch a dif. 
tinétion between its different feel. 
ings and perceptions, as will war. 
vant us to confider, and treat of 
them, as affections, both entirely 
appofite, and perfedily diftiné from 
each other. There may be différ- 
ent qualities in the prefent exerci- 
fesof the will: But that two di- 
reCily oppofite exercifes of one 
and the fame will fhould co-exitt, 
andthefe, too, of a perfectly differ- 
ent nature; and, there be no 
blending, no mutual perception of 
feelings between them; is as in- 
conceivable, as that ‘ome mind 
fhould be awa. 

If it be that the moral imper- 
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feGtion of Chriftians: confifts, nei- 
ther in the inconflancy of their ho- 
ly affeGtions, nor in affections of 
a perfectly diftin and oppofite nature 
exercifed at. the fame time ; it re- 
mains, that it muf confift in mor- 
al imperfection. in their holy exercifes 
themfelves—That the moft holy 
affeGions they ever exercife, in 
this life, have in. them fome mix- 
ture of moral evil, of fin. This 
is the fame as to fay, that pers 
fect, unmixed benevolence is nev- 
er felt by any one on this fide the 
grave. Here we may juftly aps 
peal to the experience of Chrifs 
tians ; and, afk if they ever feel 
to themfelves that they love the © 
glorious God and Saviour as much 
as they ought to, and with a perfe® 
and finlefs love ? Or, whether they 
are ever con{cious of this perfed 
friendfhip and. finlefs love, and. a# 
the fante time, the fame moment con- 
{cious of perfed, unmixed enmity 
againf? God ? : 
' All the difficulty, it is appre- 
hended, which attends the opin- 
ion, that the moral imperfection 
of Chriftians confitts in the morally 
imperfed nature of their moft holy 
affections, is, that itis hard to 
conceive there fhould be any love 
to God, where he is not loved in 
the fame perfection, as by the 
fpirits of juft men made perfect, 
i. €. with aftrength and fervor of 
love, which exhauft the whole 
natural capacity for love, 

But is it at all inconceivable 
that, an affeCtion, which gives the 
divine charaéter and glory a pref. 
erence to ourfelves, and to any 
perfonal intereft of our own, 
fhould, yet, have fome tin@ure, 
fome remains of felfifhnefs in it ? 
Is there any inconfittency in fup- 
poling, that men may love God 
more than themfelves, and yet not 
Jo much more as they ought ? Do 
we net often experience preferene 
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not often make choices, when, at 
the fame time, fome degree of re- 
luétance is felt in choofing ? Are 
there never any drawbacks upon 
the enjoyment of what we have 
chofen ? And, yet, would there 
be, if the choice were pure and 
unmixed, and, in proportion to 
the nature of the object, exhautt- 
ed the whole ftrength of the elec- 
tive faculty ? When we have been 
angry with any one, do our af- 
fe€tions proceed, in an inftant, 
from the height of paiffion, to per- 
fect cardiality and reconciliation ? 
Or, have we the fenfation, both 
of the height of paflion, and per- 
fe& reconciliation, at the fame 
time? Or yet further ; do the 
height of paffion, and perfect rec- 
onciliation take place by turns, 
_ and vibrate, ’till anger totally 
fubfide ? The experience we have 
in this, and in fimilar cafes, muft 
be the rule by which we judge. 
- As to the poflibility, in the 
nature of things, of fuch a mix- 
ture of affection, the following 
things may be obferved, Vide © 
That there is no exercife of 
will without an objed—That the 
objects toward which the will is 
exerciled-—-the ideas, are often, 
even generally complex. That 
the mind is fufceptible of cqmplex 
jdeas, i. e. of. a number and va- 
riety of fimple ideas, at one and 
the fame time, is fufficiently evin- 
ced by experience. Several ideas, 
and thofe of different kinds, co- 
exift in the mind, and are perceiv- 
ed at once without any fucceffion. 
Jt isthe province of the will to 
feel and a&t toward the: objects 
prefented to the mind by the un- 
derftanding. If differing objects 
are prefented at one and the fame 
time, the affection toward thefe 
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| nature according tothe different 
neverthelefs, imperfect ? Do we |} 


qualities of the general object pre- 


| fented to it ; or; there muft be as 


many. fucceffive affections toward. 
the general object, as there are 
different qualities init. If there 


| be not as great a mixture of per- 


| ception in the affeCtion toward the 


| complex object prefented, as there’ 


| is of different qualities in the ob- 


je itfelf ; it will follow, ‘either 
that there muft be as many fuccef- 
five affections 3s there are differ- 
ent qualities in’ the object ; ors 
there mutt be fome qualities in the 
object. perceived by the under- 
ftanding,, toward which the mind 
does not aét, at all, or feel. any 
manner, of affection. But ify we 
admit that there are fome objects 
exifting in» the underftanding, 
toward which no affection of the 
will is exercifed, we fhall neither 
know -where to ftop, nor how 
many objects are prefented, tow- 
ard which the moral part in us nev- 
er acts. The objets prefented 
by the underflanding, are of the 
nature of motives to action. _ And 
why any motives to a€tion fhould, 
be prefented to the moral faculty; 
toward which the will never acts, 
either one way or the other, we 
are not able to comprehend. 

To fuppofe there are as-many 
different aéts of will in fucceffion 
to cach other, as there are differs, 
ent fimple ideas in a complex»ob- 
ject exifting at one and the fame 
time in the underftanding, wilh 
imply, either that the will never 
aéis toward fome of the objects 


prefented by the underftandingy 


or that the fucceffion of atts-of 
the will are much, yea very much 
more rapid, than the fucceffion of 
ideas in the underftanding, But 
why this fhould be fo, we know 


‘not ; nor do. we derive any evis 
‘dence, from, experience, of the 
objects muik be,. cither of amixed | fact. © But if this be really ‘the 
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cafe, there muft either be two very 
different meafures of time, or 
time is not conftituted by the fuc- 
ceffion of mental ideas and pet 
ceptions. 

If time be conftituted by the 
fucceffion of intelle&ual ideas, it 
will of courfe follow, that all the 
exercifes there are of affedion tow- 
ard an object now exifting in the 
underftanding, however complex, 
and of whatever different qualities, 
are fimultaneous; and, confequent- 
ly, not fucceflive. Should we 
fuppofe the fucceffions of affec- 
tion to be more rapid than thofe 
of intelleétual ideas, time muft be 
meafured very differently by one 
train of thefe fucceffions, ‘from 
that of the other ; or, the will 
muft never a€t toward fome of the 
objects prefented by tie under- 
flanding. 

It remains, therefore, if the 
ideas exifting in the underftand- 
ing are ever complex,—if the ob- 
jects prefented to the faculty of 
the will be of different qualities, 
that they are felt, and the will 
atts towards them all at once, and 
without fucceffive acts and exer- 
cifes. And if this be fo, the af- 
fe&tion mutt of neceffity be of a 
mixed nature, according as the 
feveral fimples prefented to it in 
the complex obje&, are fuited to 
the tafte, or otherwife. 

This, it is apprehended is agree- 
able to conftant, daily experience. 
We often have objects prefented, 
which pleafe on fome accounts, 
and not on others. Yea, we 
rarely, if eyer, find an object, 
which we’ choofe with fo perfect 
arelifh and approbation of the 
will, as to be fenfible of no draw- 
backs upon the affe@ion, from 
fome quality in the obje&, or in 
the relation or terms on which it 
muft be chofen, not altogether 
réhthed, f 


Revival of Religion in Yale-College. 


[Jvvy, 


That fome idea of the fupreme 
God may co-exift with ideas of 
our own perfonal intereft, is évi- 
dent from the fenfible oppofition 
of heart many times felt to the 
character and government of God. 
And if affeétions may confift of 
different feelings, in proportion 
to the different qualities of the 
object prefented to the mind, as 
has been already fhown ; it is 
manifeft, there is no natural in- 
confiftency in fuppofing the heart 
to confent to the ‘fupremacy of 
God, without a perfe& willing- 
nefs, at the fame time, to come fo 
low, and be fo low as is fuitable 
for the finner. What difficulty 
can there be in the fuppofition, 
that the holy God fhould be tru- 
ly loved, and yet the affeétion not 
perfed y relifh that high fupremacy 
of the Deity, which with infinite 
reafon he claims ; and, that per- 


“fect felf-abafement, which he re- 


quires of the finner ? If ideas of 
the glorious God may co-exift 
with thofe of our own perfonal 
intereft, there can be no abfurdi- 
ty in fuppofing that, without per- 
fe@  difintereftednefs, the heart 
fhould prefer the glory of God. 
If thefe obfervations be juft; 
it may appear, that the moral im- 
perfection’ of Chriftians confifts, 
not in the inconflancy of their holy 
exercifes—nor yet, in the exer- 
cife of affections of a perfeéily dif- 
tin and oppofite nature at the fame 
time—but in the moral, Sinful im- 
perfection of the beft affections ever 
found in them on this fide the 
grave. ; 
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College, New-Haven, communi- 
cated to the Editors by one of the 
Lnftruétors of the College. “ 
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ARIOUS reports have been 

circulated, in feveral parts 
of the country, concerning the at- 
tention to religion which for a 
fhort-time paft, has prevailed a- 
mong the itudents of Yale-Col- 
lege. Some perfons have expref- 
feda wifh, that a correct account 
of this fubjeét might be communi- 
cated to the public, that thofe, 
who are interefted in the profper- 
ity of religion, might be able to 
know on what they might fafely 
rely... To fuch perfons the fol- 
lowingfummary will, probably, af- 
ford: fome fatisfaétion. 

In the beginning of March one 
of the ftudents was admitted into 
the collegiate church ; another 
was admitted the following month. 
At this time it was not publicly 
known, although it was true, that 
a few others had become: particu- 
larly attentive to divine things. 


Six more were received into the“ 


‘church, in the month of May, 
and, before their admiffion, a {mall 
number of others began to be un- 
commonly ferious. About this 
time the fame difpofitionappeared 
rapidly to extend itfelf, fo that 
before the vacation, which began 
on the 12th of May, not lefs than 
fifty of the ftudents exhibited a 
new and very folemn fenfe of the 
importance of falvation. 

On their return, after vacation, 
the fame charater ftill predomi- 
nated, and, hitherto, not an in- 
dividual has appeared to lofe the 
intereft which he had profefled to 
feel inreligion. The only change 
which has been perceived, has 
been that in which good men will 
rejoice. 
leave all, and follow Chrift, has, 
it is believed, become ftronger and 
more fettled. The number, alfo, 
has been confiderably enlarged— 
upwards of eighty appear now tobe 
deeply interefted in their falvation. 


Revival of Religion in Yale-College. 


The determination to. 


Zu 


One of the youths, who, from 
peculiar caufes, was very deeply 
diftrefled, became the fubject of 
ftrong and dangerous temptations, 
which, however, it is hoped, have 
terminated in well grounded ‘con- 


-folation and peace. Nothing is 


known to have happened, in any 
other inftance, which would.give 
pain to a wife and good man, 
nothing enthufiaftic, nothing fu- 
perftitious, nothing gloomy, mo- 
rofe, or violent. All thofe, who 
have been thus affeCted, have plain- 
ly improved in their difpofition, 
and in their conduct. 

During the progrefs of the 
year, the fludents have generally 
been, at leaft, as diligent, order- 
ly, and decorous, fo faras is re- 
membered, as at any former peri- 
od. But thofe who have been re- 
ferred to in this account, have be- 
come more attentive to their duty, 
more modeft, more refpectful to 
their inftructors, and more. affec- 
tionate to each other. A diftin. 
guifhable ferenity and pleafantnefs 
of difpofition appears to pervade 
them generally, 

With refpe& to religion, all of 
them are greatly defirous to be 
taught, but none to aflume the 
office of teaching.. No fpirit of 


-felf fufficiency, no inclination. ta 
| diftribute cenfures, no appearance 


of arrogance, no flights of a wild 
imagination, have hitherto been 
difcovered. The lofty-minded 
have become humble, the light- 
minded fober, the thoughtlefs fol. 
emn, and the vicious regular and 
uncenfurable. The doctrines of 
grace appear almoft inftindtively 
to be acknowledged by all, with. 
out a doubt, as the true doctrines 
of the gofpel—the doétrines ac- 
cording to which they hope to be 
faved. 

The influence of this {pirit, on 
their companions, has been vilible 
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and not unimportant. At firft a 
very fmall number of them dif- 
covered an inclination to oppofe 
the progrefs of what they then 
ftyledenthufiafm. Theoppofition 
has, however ceafed, and there 
are very few, who are not more 
folemn, and'in whom a greater 
. propriety of conduct is not clearly 
difcernitie. Pa 

On the whole, the flate of 
Yale-College is, im the view of 
the Jnfru@ors, more pleafing and 
defirable than at any former peri- 
od within their knowledge. 

Yale-College, June 15th, 1802. 


The Report.of the Truftces.of the 
Miffonary Society of Connedicut, 
to faid Society, convened ai Nor- 
walk, the third Tuefday of Fune, 
1802. 


WAT HILE we congratulate 
; you, that, through the 
good hand of God upon you, 
‘you are again allowed to meet in 
General Affociation, not only to 
deliberate on the important inter- 
efts of thefe Churches, but as the 
Miffionary Society of this ftate, 
to employ your counfels, and re- 
-hew your exertions for the furthe- 
rance of the gofpel, in the new 
fettlements and among the hea- 
then ; we, having through the 
fame merciful hand,’ continued to 
this time, and having brought 
our proceedings to another annual 


' termination, beg leave to prefent: 


you with our report of theny and 
with fuch papers ‘as may be necef 
fary for their illuftration. 
As the'general concerns of the 
‘miffionary inftitution are commit- 
ted to the management of the 
Truftees, we efteem ourfelves un- 
der a high refponfibility for our 
ea to him to whofe king- 
dom they more immediately relate, 
and to the Miffionary Society 
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‘whofe agents weare. Tothem 


we have thought it our duty, a 
duty which we have cheerfully 
performed, annually to make 2 
particular ftatement of the con- 
duct and fuccefs of their miffiona- 
ties, of the ftate of their fimds, 
and of all our proceedings. © 

We are exceedingly happy not’ 
only in the abundant labors of our 
miffionaries,——in their fidelity and 
fuccefs,—and in the divine fmiles 
on our miffionary inflitution, but 
in that harmony and brotherly 
affeGion which have fubfifted 
among ourfelves : That we have 
feen eye to eye, and have proceed- 
ed in all our tranfactions with the 
moft perfeGt unanimity. AVe per- 
fuade ourfelves that it isan omen. 
for good, and that our proceed- 
ings will mect the approbation of 
our conftituents and of our judge. 

That the divine fmiles have fo 
remarkably attended the miffion- 
ary inftitution, and that they ftill 
attendit, in the liberality of our 
good people,—in the increafe of - 
our funds, in the fuccefs of our 
miffionaries, in the approbation of 
our legiflature, and im the general. 
increafe and {pread of the miffion- 
ary {pirit, challenges our particu- 
lar notice, and our grateful ac- 


-knowledgments to him ‘who per- 


formeth all things for his people. 
Whatever fucceis has attended the 
miffionaries, or any meafures we 
have adopted we aflume nothin 
to ourfelves, but aferibe to him all 
the fuccefs and glory. When he 
has a good work to effe&, he raif- 
es up the inftruments, provides 
the means to be employed, and | 
gives the fuccefs. ‘To him there- 
fore belongsall the glory. 

The narrative we have lately 
publithed, a copy of which is 
herewith tranfmitted to each mem- 
ber of the Miffionary Society, 
contains a general ftatement of 
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_ eur proceedings, of . miffionary | 
labors, and the ftate of-our funds | 
to the clofe of the year 1801. 
More miffionaries have been. | 
employed, and more miffionary 
labors performed than in any pre-_ 
ceding year.’ Fourteen miffiona- | 
ries are particularly named in the 
narrative, as having been employ- | 
ed in the courfe of the year, for 
a longer or a fhorter term. Six 
of thofe miffionaries, viz.. the. 
Rev. Mr. Willifton, Mr. Ferome, 
Mr. Porter, Mr. May, the Rev. 
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Mr. Higgins, and Mr. Woodward, 
have all been employedi in preach- 
ing to the new fettlements in the. 
county of Luzerne in Pennfyl- 
vania, and in the weftern coun- 
ties in the flate of New-York.— 
Their particular tours and. labors 
are fo fully related in the narra- 
tive, that little more is neceflary 
to-be obferved refpeSting them. 
Mr. Willi/ton at prefent continues 
one half of his time in the fervice 
of the Society. He is very ufe- 
ful in the hort circuits which he 
makes in the counties of Otfego, 
Onondaga, Cayuga, Chenango, 
Tioga, pa Steuben in the ftate 
of New-York, and in the county 
of Luzerne in the fate of Penn- 
fylvania. 

Mr. Bufhnell, after {pending | 
eleven months in the weftern coun- | 
ties of New-York, returned to 
Conne€licut in January 1801. 
During the whole term of his mif- 
fionary tour, he preached not lefs | 
‘than five fermons a week, attend- 
ed nearly ninety public em 
ces, befides performing other mif- 
fionary labors. Soon after his re- 
turn, he was re-appointed to the | 
miffionary fervice. It was expects 
ed he would {pend a few weeks.in 
the vacant fettlements in the ftate 
of Vermont, and that he would 


then vifit the weftern counties in:| 
the ftate of New-York ; but on 
Vou, UI. No. Z 


-of other miffionaty labors. 
E 
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the.account of an.uncommon at. 
tention among the people i in Ver- 
mont to whom he: » preached, he 
obtained liberty to continue there, 
fo long as there fhould be an ex- 
traordinary call for his labors there. ° 
He confequently {pent about elev. 
en months in the northern coun. . 
ties of that ftate, and returned to. 
Conne¢ticut in January laft. The. 
‘Truftees have fince reappointed . 
him a. miffionary during pleafure, 
and direéted him to revifit all the 
churches and places where he hath . 
formerly preached, to confirm the . 
brethren, to advife the churches, 
to compofe difficulties where any 
have arifen, and to perform all 
thofe minifterial - férvices\ which . 
fhall-be neceffary for. the fuithe- 
rance of the gofpel:s in the places 
which he fhall revifit. 
Exclufive of the labors of Mr. 
Williftin.and Mr. Woodward, the 
gentlemen who have been in the 
weftern counties of New-York, , 
and in the county of Luzerne in, 
Pennfylvania, have preached more 
than 600 fermons, befides attend. . 
ing numerous conferences, form-. 


ing churches, baptizing hundreds , 


of perfons, and often adminifter-. . 


ing the holy communion. 

Mr. Fames W. Woodward {pent 
four months on a miffion to Black, 
River, and has been fince reap- 
pointed to labor in the fame place. 
Hence it appears that our miffion- 
aries, in the ftates of New-York 
and Pennfylvania, during the term 
of their feveral miffions, have per- 
formed fervices equal to about fix 
years of minifterial labor. 

Exclufive of eleven months la. 
bors of Mr. Bu/bnellin Vermont, 
Mefirs. Huntington, Hallock, Swift 
and Morgan ‘have preached be. 
tween three and four hundred fer- 
mons, during the paft and pref- 
ent year, befides the performance 


It 
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appears that more than three years 
of ordinary minifterial labor have 
been employed im that quarter 
fince our laft report.: 

The Rev. Alexander Gillet has 
lately entered ona miffion to the 
northen part of Vermont for the 
term of four months. 


Mr. Badger and Mr. Chapman 


are performing miffionary labors | 


at New-Conneéticut ; but we 
have received no recent accounts 
from them. We confider the 
iurnifhing the inhabitants of that 
territory with the beft minifterial 
inftru€tton.as a matter. of the firft 
importance, and. fhall, by no 
means, lofe fight of fo interefting 
an. object... ig 

The laft accounts from Mr. 
Bacon our Indian miffionary, are 
flattering. . He expects to pro- 
ceed foon to the river Miami, 
about 70 ..miles.. from Detroit, 
where is a large body of Indians 
who fpeak. the Chippeway. lan- 
guage, and to open to them the 
defigns and views of the Miffion- 
ary Society and of their Truftees, 
and begin the communication of 
the gofpel to them. It appears 
by a letter which we have lately 
received from him, that -he has a 
profpea of obtaining a good in- 
terpreter upon reafonable terms, 
and that the Indians are difpofed 
to give him a favorable reception. 
Some of them have exprefled a 
ftrong defire to be inftrnéted in the 


art of hufbandry, and intimated’ 
. thataf Mr. Bacon could inftru@ 


them in that, fuch’ numbers of 
their Indians would colleé&t about 
him as that his hands will be filled 
with more than he can dos. ‘T'he 
Chippeways are fettled onthelakes 
Michigan, Huron, and Superior, 
and are {cattered over extenfive 
-regions about thofe lakes. . 'T'he 
Wyandots, ‘Twitwees, Miamis, 
Ottowas, and-other tribes are fet 
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tled within the fame territory, or 
border uponit. They generally 
if not univerfally fpeak the fame 
language. The introduction of 
a miffionary, well verfed in the 
Chippeway language, as we hope ~ 
Mr. Bacon {oon will be, may hap- 
pily lead the way to the fpread of 
civilization and the gofpel through 
a moft extenfive country. The 
Truftees earneftly with to be a 
means in the hands of Providence 
of fuch immenfe good to large 
numbers of their perifhing fellow 
men.. While we pray for wifdom 
and the fuccefs of the miffion, we 
af the prayers of the Society, 
and of all the friends of Zion for 
us, that we may have light and 
prudence happily to condu& the 
miffionary bufinefs, and that it 
may be crowned with diftinguifh- 
ed fuccefs. And we pray it may 
be no lefs fuccefsful among our 
brethren of the American forefts 
than among ourfelves. 
The public contributions in 
May lait, we are happy to obferve, 
have been more hberal than any of 
the preceding. In addition to 
thefe, many private donations 
have been made to the Society, 
two of which amounted to 100 
dollars each. This affords us an 
ample evidence of the approba- 
tion of our benevolent people, and 
prefents us witha pleafing prof 
pect, that their hearts and hands 
will be opened in future to the 
calls of Providence whatever they 
fhall be. . 
The Truftees at a late meetuig, 
refolved, that for the current year, 
| two miflionaries be’ employed in 
| New-ConneGticut :—That the 
| Rev. Fedidiah Bufhnell itinerate 
,as a miffionary through the year, 
(in the weftern counties of New- 
| York and the northern counties of 

Vermont :—That the Rev. Seth 
Willifton continue to. labor as a 


I 802.) 


miffionary, {uch a part of the 
_time as he fhall not be employed 
to preach to the people at Lifle ; 
and that he vifit fuch places in the 
weitern counties of New-York as 
the Truftees, or in their recefs the 


committee of miffions fhall dire& : | 
—That Mr. James W. Woodward | 


continue inthe Black River coun- 


try, unlefs otherwife directed by 


the Truftees or the committee of 
-miffions, for the term of four 
‘months :—That a permanent mif- 
fionary be appointed to itinerate 
in the fouthern range of counties, 
in the weitern part of New-York 
Htate, and the northern counties 


of Pennfylvania, to enter on his |” 
miffionthe firit of Septembernext: 
——That a permanent miffionary be- 
employed to labor in the northern 


counties of Vermont :—That one 
miffionary be fent for the term of 
four months to’ the northern part 


of New-York, weft of lake Cham-, 


plain :—That one miffionary be 
employed for four months to go 
up Conneticut river to the north- 
ern boundary line of the United 
States, and viflit the vacant fettle- 
ments on both fides of the river, 
“within a convenient diftance :— 
ea that one other miffionary be 
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employed for the term of fix | 


months, to labor in fuch places 


as the Truftees, or in their recefs | 
the committee of miffions fhall | 


direct. : 


The Truftees have alfo appro- 
priated 200dollarsforthe purchafe | 


of religious books, to be diftrib- 


uted among the inhabitants of the | 
new fettlements ; 100 dollars of , 
which to be taken up in the Con- | 
necticut Evangelical Magazine, | 


the refidue to be »pplied to the 
purchafe and diftribution of fuch 
books as the Committee of mif- 
fions fhall think beft. 


The. funds of the Society, | 


through the fmiles of Providence, 
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and the liberality of good people, 

are fo increafed that the Trutftees 

are of the opinion that application 

fhould be mace to the legiflature 
of the ftate, to form a corporate 

body, with power to vecéive and 
hold money, lands, books orwhat- 
ever fhall be given to promote the 
defigns of the miffionary inftitu- 
tion ; and by their vote they have 
referred the matter to your wife 
deliberation.” The Rev. Nathan 
Strong, p. D. has been appointed 
to wait on you with faid vote, to 
explain the views of the Truttees, 
and to tranfaét whatever may be 
neceffary relative to the bufinefs. 

By the correfpondence we have 
opened with the Miffionary Soci- 
ety of London, and Societies of 
the fame kind in America as well 
as Europe, we are happy to find, 
that the miffionary fpirit and ex- 
ertions are increafing and fpread- 
ing in both countries ; that new 
and important focieties are forming 
for the propagation of the gofpel, 
and that Chriftians of almoft ev- 
ery proteftant denomination are, 
im an uncommon manner, contri- 
buting their money, employing 
their time and talents for the en- 
largement of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom ; and that Chriltians of 
different nations and denominations 
are felicitating one anothér on the 
happy appearances, and mutually 
flimulating each other to the glo- 
rious work. 

The London Miffionary Socie- 
ty, with great zeal and energy, 
‘are profecuting their benevolent 
defigns of extending the gofpel to 
the four quarters of the earth. 
They have fent a large number of 
miffionaries, the laft year, to the 
iflandsin the South Sea ; and 
their profpects, with refpe& to 


| the propagation of Chriftianity in 


thofe iflands, are as flattering as 


canreafonably beexpected. They 
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\ pet: <p tats ; 
are increafing their miffionaries at 
the Cape of Good Hope, and 
the blind and ftupid Hottentots 
are flocking to the ftandard of 
their Saviour... In Auguft 1800, 
the Society had 1900 of them 
under their tuition ; and fince that 
time the number has increafed. 
Englifh and Dutch miflionaries 
are employing their moft vigorous 
and perfevering éxertions for the 
evangelizing of this moft ignorant 
and ttupid people. © Befides thefe 
the Moravians have miffionaries at 
the Cape, which have been very 
fuccefsful. £ 

The London fociety have fent 
miffionaries to Africa, to the Eaft- 
Indies, to Canada, and Newfound- 
land. New miffionary focicties 
are forming. In Great-Britain, 
the church of England have enga- 
ged inthe miffionary bufinefs, and 
are forming a fociety for that pur- 
pofe. In New-England, a very 
important fociety has been recent- 
ly formed in the county of Hamp- 
thire in Maffachufetts ; of which 
his Excellency GovernorStronc, 
is Prefident. The fubfcriptions 
which have been made for its fup- 
port have been liberal and extra- 
ordinary. From the worthy 
_ characters of the gentlemen ap- 
pointed Truftees of the fociety, 
and the funds which have been ob- 
taived, there is good reafon to ex- 
pect that the fociety will do much 
for the advancement of the Re- 
deemers’s kingdom in the new fet- 
tlements, and among the aborigin- 
al natives of this continent. 

The New-York Miffionary So- 
ciety have fome interefting and 
flattering accounts from their mif- 
fionaries, which have been fent to 
the American heathen; and that 
fociety, as well as the Moravians, 
are forming new miffions among 
them. J 


From our letters of co: re/pon- 
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dence and Magazines which we 
have received, it appears that re- 
ligion and the mifiionary {pirit 
have been revived in Seectland, 
Treland, Denmark, and Norway ; 
and that there is an appearance of, 
the fame fpirit in Holland and , 
Germany. We alfo learn that 
the London Society are printing 


large edition of the New Tetta- 


ment in the French language, 
with a preliminary work on the ev- 
idences of Chriftianity, to be 
{préad as foon and as extenfively 
as may bein Belgium and France: 
—That the Baptift miffionaries in 
the Eaft-Indies had nearly com- 
pleted a publication of the fcrip- 
tures in the Bengalic language: 
And that a copious edition of 
them in Arabic is contemplated 
in England, and alfo a tranflation 
of them into the Chinefe language 
that they may be publifhed in the 
fame. Never, perhaps, fince the 
apoftolic age, has there been a- 
mong Chriftians fo general a zeal, 
fuch fpirited and general exertions 
to advance the kingdom of Jefus, 
and to bring all nations to the ac- 
knowledgment of the truth as it 
isinhim. ‘While we contemplate 
thefe great and pleafing event 

and that it is God who turmeth 
the hearts of men as the rivers of 
water are turned, and ‘that it is 
his {pirit only which forms them 
to prefer Jerufalem to their chief 
joy, may we not conclude that he: 
is about to do fomething impor- 
tant and fignal for his church ? 


| Will he not arife and have mercy 


upon Zion ? Is not the .time to 
favor her, yea, the fet. time come ?' 
When his fervants take pleafure 
in her ftones, and favor the duit 
thereof?) While in thefe profpects 
we are animated and filled with 
joy, we felicitate youin the fame 
views, and doubt not but our ans 
imation and joy’ will be mutual. 
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How precious and animating are 
“the divine promifes, the concur- 
“rence, prayers and exertions of 
many thoufands of good people? 
How happy muft you be in your 
inttitution, and in its extenfive and 
beneficial effects ? What can be 
more pleafing than to be inftru- 
mental of preaching the gofpel, 
forming churches, adminiftering 
facraments, and of fpreading the 
fweet favor of Chrift’s name 
, through the extenfive regions of 
~ our new fettlements ? Than of 
preaching the gofpel to the inhab- 
itants of a new and extenfive gov- 
ernment, and of forming their 
fentiments, habits and morals ? Of 
what immenfe fervice may this be 
to thoufands of individuals, to 
families, and to fociety at large ? 


What attempt can be more honor- | 


able than that of civilizing’ and 
chriftianizing the heathen ? Of 
being eo-workers with God, and 
all the worthies of his kingdom, 
in an employment fo divine? What 
profpect can be fo pleafing as that 
of being inftrumental of gather- 
ing the nations. unto Shiloh, of 
reviving them with the hope of 
eternal life, and of meeting thou- 
fands of them in the father’s 
houfe, of whofe falvation we have 
been inftrumental ? How will this 
brighten our crown and augment 


our joys forever, in the prefence 


of God and of all our holy breth- 
ren? May you, Reverend Gen- 
tlemen, fharea diftinguifhed part 
in this honor and joy! May the 
good people of this ftate, anima- 
ted by thefe profpects, and feeling 
the weight of the shotives which 
prefent themfelyes to their con- 
_ fideration, by their abundant pray- 
ers, liberality, and exertions to 
advance the Saviour’s kingdom, 
more and more preparethemfelves, 
to fhare amply with you in the 
fame immortal dignitics and joys! 


> 


Queflions. 
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We are not laboring in vain. 


~The caufe in which we are em- 


barked is not one which fhall fail. 
Neither earth nor hell fhall prevail 
againft it. For the Lord. thall 


- comfort Zion ; he will comfort all 


her watte places, and he will make 
her wildernefs like Eden, and her 
defart like the garden of the 
Lord : Joy and gladnefs thall be 
found therein, thankfgiving and 
the voice of melody. For though 
the vifion be yet for an appointed 
time, at the end it fhall {peak 
and not lie: though it tarry, wait 
forit, becaufe it will furely come, 
it will not tarry. Amen. 
Ln the name of the Board of 
Truftces, . Ly ‘ 
Ase Fuint, Secretary. 
Hartford, June 9th 1802. 


Note. At the late Meeting of 
the Miffionary Society of Con- 
necticut, the following perfons 
were chofen Truttees of the So- 
ciety for the year enfuing, viz. 
His Honor Joun Treapwe.t, 
the Hon. Rocrzr Newserry, 
the Hon. Aaron Austin, the 
Hon. JonatHan Brace, the 
Hon. Joun Davenport, Jep- 
ip1aH FluntrincrTon, Efqrs. the 
Rev. Nathan Wiliams, D. p. the 
Rev. Benjamin Trumbull, vp. v. 
the Rev. Levi Hart, p. pv. the 
Rev: Cyprian Strong, the Rev. , 
Nathan Strong, dD. D. andthe Rev. 
Nathan Perkins; p. D. : 

Anprew Kinessury, Efq. 
is re-elected Treafurer, and Joun 
Porter, -Efg. Auditor of the. 
Society. ‘The time of the ftated, 
annual meeting of the Trufteesis 


the firft Wednelday of September. 


QUESTIONS, 
Mess’xs Epirors, 
N explanation of John xii. 
31, is requefted, in a con- 
fifteney with John ii. 17; and 
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with the daily obfervation that 
fin and fatan have ftill power and 
dominion in this world, according 
to Eph, ii. 2. wine 


An explanation,. alfo, of Rey- 
elation xvi. 12, 13, 14. will be 
very agreeable to many of your 
readers. cas 2 


Religious Intelligence. 


Extra& of a letter from a Gentle- 
manin Philadelphia to his corre/~ 


pondent in Hartford, dated Fune. 


35 1802... . 


<6 N Tuefday laft, the"Gen- 

etal’ Affembly of . our 
Chirch adjourned, after'a feflion 
of thirteen days, during which 
term great and good things were 
related ‘concerning Zion. This 
meeting of the ‘Affembly I find 
has been looked’ upto by many 
profeflors with an anxious eye, 
and I believe their expeétations 
have been realized. There were 
no commiflioners prefent from 
Kentucky, but. letters were re- 
ceived from them, ftating that 
fuch was the ftate of matters with 
them, as to render it abfolutely 
neceflary for every man among 
them to be at his poft. ‘There 
were two Clergymen prefent, one 
#rom North and the other from 
South-Carolina, who gave the 
molt heart-affeQing flatement of 
matters with them. They feem- 
ed bowed to the duft when they 
{poke of the goodnefs of God to 
their country in the courfe of one 
year. ‘They related many cir- 
cumftances corroborating what 
you may have feen im print, re- 
-tpe€ting the uncommon emotions 
of body and mind which many 
are alfeQed with, 


They declared | 


[juiy, 


it might be to many myferious, 


as it was to them previous to their 
being called to engage in the ex- 
ercifes, but there was now with 
them no doubt but that God was 
in it all.”? " 

“The Lord’s fupper was ad- 
mirditered here the Sabbath of 
the Affembly, when 68 perfons 
were admitted into the feveral 
Churches in the city ; and the at- 
tention to réligion among us is in- 


creafing.”’ 


| Extrad of a letter from a gentle- 


man in Lxeter, New-Hampfeire. 
« WE have had feveral lately 


become ferious. Two were ad- 
mitted to our. communion laft 
Sabbath. One cf which was 


baptized being I fhould think 60° 


years old. Religion appears to 
be flowly progrefling among us— 
one after another.is ferioufly im- 
preffed and hopefully wrought 
upon by the divine {pint. O that 
we might have a general effufion 
of the {pirit’s influence among us ! 
Two men of this town have late- 
ly died, who were deifts while in 
health, but as foon as fick they, 
were full of diftrefs for their fouls ; 
they prayed almoft all the time, 
and defired others to pray for 
them. One died fometime before 
the other was taken fick. His 
language was, * O for an intereft 
in Chriit—I would give the uni- 
verfe for an intereft in Chrift !??— 
The other while fick faid to a 
friend, ‘I have been pouring 
out my foul before God all the 
time I could getin my ficknefs, 
and now I hope he has heard me.”” 
—At another time, after expref- 
fing his deep tepentance for fin, 
he faid, ** I want nothing, fir, in 
heaven or earth but God—I want 
God.”’ 

Thefe acknowledgments and 


ee 


& 
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this repentance of dying infidels 
has appeared to affect many, and 
bring them to ferious thoughts.” 

In another letter dated 27th 
April he writes thus, “ The Lord 
is doing great things for us in this 


_ place. —'The ferioufnefs which I 


mentioned before, continues and 
encreafes.. We have been long 
in a very dull, carelefs and ftupid 
itate, and there appeared to be 
but little vital religion among us. 
There were indeed but few pro- 
feffors, and thofe were, almoft all 
of them, old people who were 
dropping off one after another. 
The ways of our Zion were 
mourning. But it has pleafed 
God to awaken an attention to 
hearing the word—We fee an al- 
teration in the face of the con- 
gregationatlarge. It is our hope 
that feveral have been brought to 
the foot of the crofs and to a 
knowledge of the truth as it is in 
Jefus—Others appear to be under 
deep conviétions of the evil and 
guilt cf fin. In this place there 
are weekly two conferences and a 
leG@ture. They are crouded— 
Though fome diflike and fpeak 
againit them, the number of per- 
fons who encourage and attend 
them encreafes. 

There has beena fpecial atten- 
tion to religion in fome of our 
neighboring towns. Many have 
been added to the churches.— 
I began to fear that we fhould be 
pafled by and that the rains and 
dews of divine grace would not 
fall on us—But I feel greatly en- 
couraged by what God is doing 
for us—Pray for us.’ 


ORDINA'TIONS. 


ON Wednefday the 26th of 
May, the Rev. Daniel Parker 


was ordained over the church of 


. Chrift in the fociety of Elifworth, 


Poetry. 
‘in Sharon.— The Rev. 
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Feremiah 
Hallack of Weit-Simfbury made 
the ‘introduCtory prayer—-The 
Rev. Archibald Baffet of Win- 
chefter preached the fermon from 
2 Cor. iv, 5.—The Rev. Foel 
Bordwell of Kent made the con- 
fecrating prayer—The Rev. Cor- 
ton M. Smith of Sharon gave the. 

charge—The Rev. Fofeph W. 
Crofiman of Salifbury gave the 
right hand of fellowfkp—And 
the Rev. Solomon Morgan of Ca- 
naan made the concluding prayer. 


On Wednefday the oth June, 
the Rev. Evan Fohns was inttall-. - 
ed to the paftoral care of the 
Church and Society of Worthing- 
ton, in the town of Berlin. - The 
Rev. Abel Flint made the intro- 
du€tory prayer ; the Rev. Yobn 
Smalley, Ds D. preached the fer- 
mon from 1 Corinth. i. 21 ; the 
Rev. Nathan Perkins, p. ». made 
the inftalling prayer; the Rev. 
Enoch Huntington, gavethe charge; 
the Rev. Benoni Upfon gave the 
Right Hand of Fellowfhip ; and 
the Rev. Calvin Chapin made the 
concluding prayer. 


6 

POETRY. 
“COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL. 

The New Birth. 


I. A tere, Sinai’s: awful found, 
My foulin guilt & thrall I found, 
And knew not where to go: 
O’erwhelm’d with fin, with anguih flain, 
The finner muft be born again, . 
Or fink to endlefs woe. 


3. Amaz’d I ftood, but could not tell, 
Which way to fhun the gates of hell, 
For death and hell drew near ; 
I firove indeed, but ftrove in vain, 
The finner muft be born again, 
Still founded in mine ear. 


. When to the law I trembling fled, 
if pour’d its curfes on my he ad, 
Ino relief could find ; 
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This fearful truth renew’d my pain, 
The finner muft be born again, 
And whelm’d my tortur’d mind. 


4. Again did Sinai’s thunders roll, 

And guilt lay heavy on my foul, 
A vaft, unwieldy load; 

Alas! I read, and faw it plain, 

The finner mut be born again, 
Or drink the wrath of God. 


5. The faints I heard with rapture tell, 
How Jefus conquer’d death and hell, 
And broke the fowler’s fnare ; 
Yet when I found this truth remain, 
The finner muft be born again, 
T funk in deep defpair. 


6. But while I thus in anguifh lay, 

Jefus of Nazareth paft that way, 
And felt his pity move; 

The finner by his juftice flain, 

Now by his grace is born again, 

- And fings redeeming love 


7. 'To heaven the joyful tidings flew, 
The angels tun’d their harps anew, - 
» And loftier notes did raife ; 
All hail the Lamb, who once was fain; 
Unnumber’d millions born again 
Will fhout thine endlefs’ praife. 


A Sacrantental Hymn. 


x. HOW delichtful ’tis te meet, 
Around the facramental board ; 

While light and comfort, pure andfweet, 

Defcend from our a{cended Lord. 


2. Our bofoms feaft on heavenly love, 
And tears of fweet repentance flow, 
While all our thoughts are fixt above, 
Our wifhes wean’d from all below, 


3. With foften’d hearts, and melting 
eyes, | 
We fee the facred table fpread, 


Poetry. 
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And all our grateful paffions rife, 
To Chrift, our dear exalted head. 


4. By faith we fee his body broke, 
The holy crimfontorrent fow: 
Behold him bow beneath the ftroke, 
To fave our fouls from endlefs woe. 


5. Softly as gentle dew diftils 

‘The influence of the heavenly Dove ; 
And oft the trembling bofom fills, 
With holy peace, and joy, and love. 


6. Here Lord we bathe our guilty fouls, 
In thy pure fin-atoning blood, 

While free falvation, fweetly rolls, 
Along the precious balmy flood. 


6. Here Lord, our livelieft thanks we 
“pays ‘ 

And faftin holy friendfhip join, 

United give our fouls away, 


’ And vew to be forever.thine. 
CORNELIUS, 


A prayer for Divine Grace. 


Ty Or God, forever good and kind, 
Among thy faints, [long to finds 

A lowly feat, a humble place, 
_And feel the power of fovereign grace. 


2. ‘This fading world has loft its charms, 
Fain would ¥ fly to Jefus’ arms ; 

In him slone I hope to find, 

An ample portion for the mind. 


3. I hate the finner’s guilty. joys, 
His fenfual mirth, his empty toys 5 
Oh God of mercy, kindly grant, 
The holy joy and peace I want. - 


4. Should.this petition be deny’d, 
‘Tl tate no other joy befide ; 
A fuppliant low,*before thy face, 
Vil perifh, feeking for thy grace. 
~ CORNELIUS, 


oo 


Donations tothe Miffionary Society of Conneéticut. 
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The work of God perfed. 
{Continued from page 21.) 


NUMBER Iv. 


FW AVING already adverted 

to the perfection of God’s 
work in the difpenfation of his 
prace to man, in three particulars, 
in the events of his common prov- 
idence—in the objects of divine 
mercy—and inthe difcipline which 
God has chofen to train up his 
people for the heavenly inheri+ 
tance ; I proceed to trace the fame 


_ perfeCtion, 


4 In the infruments divine ’ 


wifdom has employed, in fome of 
the remarkable falvations wrought 
out for his people, at various pe- 
riods, which were intended as 
types of the great falvation of the 
goipel ; and, efpecially, in that 
- great falvation, What I have 
chiefly in view is to fhow, that 
“Out of weakne/s they were made 
Jfrrong,”’ as the apoftle Paul tefti- 
fies of fome of them in the xi. 
chapter of his epiftle to the He- 
brews: 

Jofeph was hated by his breth- 
¥en, who foldhim as a flavé to the 
Tthmaelites, and they to Potiphar, 

Yor. III. No. 2. 


an officer of Pharaoh, captain of 
the guard, an Egyptian. He fufs 
fered a long imprifonment in E- 
gypt, through the flratagems of a 
wanton and cruel woman, his maf-= 
ter’s wife, and a train of other 
miferies incident to a ftate of flaves 
‘ry, in a ftrange land, exiled from 
his country. and friends At 
length, however, Pharaoh was 
led, by the myfterious operations 
of divine providence, to advance 
Jofeph over all the land of Egypt, 
and to place him next to his own 
perfon ; in which elevated ftation, 
he preferved to his family a pof- 
terity in the earth, and faved their 
lives by a great deliverance. 
Mofes was expofed in his infan- 
cy, in an atk of bulrufhes, and 
| left to perith. He was exiled in- 
to a barbarous land, from the land 
‘of his nativity, and from his na- 
tion and kindred, forty years 3 
and was, as he himfelf teftifies, 
flow of {Seechand of aflow tongue; 
but, by appointment and eommilf- 
fion from God, he was a moft em- 
inent type of Chriit as a Saviour 
and as a lawgiver, and asa Medi-~ 
iator between God and his people, 
in all the offices of prophet, prieft 
| and king ; and there arofe not 4 
EF ; 
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-prophet like unto Mofes, whom 
the Lord knew face to face, until 
his great antitype appeared. 

. There were many circumftan- 
ces of apparent weaknefs in the 
expedition of Deborah and Barak, | 
with the ten thoufand men of the 
children of Naphtali, and of the 
children of Zebulon, againft the 
hoft of Jabin king of Canaan, 
- with ninehundred chariots of iron; 
but they waxed valiant in fight, 
their victory was glorious, and 
their deliverance complete. 

~ Gideon’s family was poor in 
Manafleh, and himfelf the leaft 
in his father’s houfe ; yet, being 
commiflioned of God, . he, with 
‘his three hundred men armed with 
trumpets, empty pitchers and 
lamps, vanquifhed the hoft of the 
Midianites, the Amalekites, and 
the children of the Eaft ; flew 
the two princes. of the Midianites 
Oreb and Zeeb, and their two 
kings Zebah and Zalmunna. He 
alfo efleCtually taught the princes 
of Succoth with thorns of the 
wildernefs and briers, and brake 
down the tower of Penuel; and 
flew the men of the city, for their 
unbelief and cruelty. 

David was the youngeift in his 

father’s houfe, and while his breth- 
‘ren were employed in the army, 
he was occupied in the humble bu- 
finefs of a fhepherd, and kept his 
father’s fheep. Being fent by his 
father to the army, on an office of* 
kindnefs'to his brethren, and ma- 
king fome enquiry of what fhould 
be done to the perfon who fhould 
kil Goliath of Gath, who had de- 
fied the armies of Ifrael; he was 
defpifed and fharply reproved by 
his eldeft brother, for his fuppo- 
‘fed weaknefs and impertinence 3 
but, animated with zeal in the 
caufe of God who had been de- 
fied, and in the exercife of faith, 
he accepted the Challenge, and 
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prevailed againft the champion ef 
Gath, witha fling and a ftone, and 
cut off his head with his own 
fword, and obtained for Ifrael a 
glorious vitory. Saulbeing {tung 
with envy, at the praife given to 
David, by thofe who fang to their 
harps, and anfwered one another, 
faying, <‘ Saul has flain his thou- 
‘© fands and. David his ten thou- 
* fands,’’: ever after fought his 


life, and never ceafed perfecuting 


him, tillhe had driven him from * 
the inheritance of God. But the 
Lord preferved David whitherfo- 
ever he went. The kingdom of 
Tfrael was his from the Lord ; and 
after the death of Saul, the houfe 
of Saul waxed weaker and weak- 
er, and the houfe of David ftron- 
ger and ftronger. Many eminent: 
men were raifed up to be helpers 
of David, to turn the kingdom of 
Saul tohim. And there came to 
him, from day to day, to help 
him, until it wasa great holt, ike 
the hoft of God. Being eftab- 
lifhed in his kingdom, he fought 
and prevailed againft all his ene- 
mies, until he had recovered his 
border at the river Euphrates, and. 
had extended his dominion from 
fea to fea. Add to this, he was 
a great prophet ; and the fweet 
pfalmitt of Ifrael ; he made great 


. preparations for building the tem- 
ple ; was a fecond lawgiver of the 


Jewith church and people ; added 
to the ritual of divine fervice, and 
{et in order the future temple wor- 
fhip. 

Chrift chofe for his conftant at- 
tendants and companions, during 
his public miniftry, certain illite- 
rate fifhermen of Gallilee an ob- 
{cure part of Palefline, and after- 
wards commiflioned them to bear 
his name among the Gentiles and 
kings and the children of Hrael : 
And we can be at no lofs for the 
reafons of his choice, fo contrary 
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to all the maxims of human wif- 
dom, fince the {criptures have told 
us, “ That this treafure was put 
in earthen veflels, that the excellen- 
cy of the power might be of God.” 
The great apoftle ofthe Gen- 
tiles wasfubject to more and great- 
er infirmities and affli€tions than 
any other apoftle or minifter of 
Chrift ever was, fince the firft pro- 
roulgation of the gofpel, which, 
in the xi. Chap. of his 2d epiftle 
tothe Corinthians, he recounts, 
with fome amplification. He 
adds to thefe in the xii. chapter 
what he calls a thorn in the flefh, 
ameffenger. of Satan, given to 
buffet him, left he fhould be ex- 
alted above meafure, through the 
abundance of the revelationsmade 
him ; which he befought the 
Lord, thrice, that it might de- 
part from him, and received for 
anfwer, “ My grace is fuffi- 
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“cient for thee: for my frength | 


“7s made perfe in weakne/s.” 
This confideration completely fat- 
isfying his mind, he adds, ** Moft 
« gladly, therefore, will I rather 
“ glory in my infirmities, that the 
“<< power of Chrift may reft upon 
6 me?” 4 n 

Above all, the man Chrift Je. 
fus was born in a low condition ; 
he fprang indeed from the ancient 
and honorable ftock of David, but 
at atime when the family of Da- 
vid was become obfcure, and his 
tabernacle was fallen down. He 
was born ina itable and laid in a 
manger, though his birth was an- 
‘ nounced by a choir of angels, and 
by the vifit of the eaftern Magi, 
who paidtheirhomage to the new- 
born king. His reputed father 
Jofeph worked at the trade of a 
carpenter, and he is thought to 
have followed the fame employ- 
ment. In his infancy he was 
compelled to fly into Egypt from 
the perfecution of Herod, and 
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was through life compafled with 
infirmity. He was defpifed and 
rejeCted of men ; aman of for. 
rows and acquainted with grief. 
He bore our griefs and carried 
our forrows, yet he was efteemed 
Stricken, fimitten of God and affliGr 
ed. His vifage was fo marred 
more than any man, and his form 
more than the fons of men, 
Though he was the heir of ali 
things, yet he had not where to 
lay his head ; and during his pub-" » 
lic miniftry he was fupported prin- 
cipally by the charity of a few 
pious friends. His laft fcene of 
fufferings was extreme ; he was 
falfely accufed by the rulers and 
principal men of his nation before 
the Reman governor, was arraign« 
ed and condemned, tho’ acknowl- 
edged to be innoncent by the 
judge who pronounced: fentence 5 
he was fet at nought by the fol~ 
diers, clothed in mock majefty, 
crowned with thorns, fcourged, 
{pit upon, compelled to. bear his 
own crofs to the place of execu~- 
tion, crucified betweentwo thieves, 
andin his expiring moments, he 
was reviled as an impottor, and his 
thirft was mocked with vinegar 
mingled with gall. But his fuf- 
ferings and death were voluntary, 
he fubmitted to them in obedience 
to the will of his Father ; being + 
found in fafhion asa man he be- 
came obedient unto death, the 
death of the crofs; he was woun- 
ded for our tranfgreffions, he was 
bruifed for our iniquities, the 
chaftifement of our peace was up- 
on him, and by his {tripes we are 
healed. He was made fin for us, 
who knew no fin, that we might 
be made the righteoufsnefs of God 
in him ; and being made perfect 
through fufferings, he became the 
author of eternal falvation unto 
allthem that obey him. ‘Though 


| this man was made a curfe for us, 
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and was compafied with infirmity 
through his whole life, yet the 


fecond. perfon in the adorable | 


‘Trinity took him, from his mirac- 
ulous conception in the womb of 
his virgin mother, into a perfonal 
union with himfelf. 
édly bore witnefs, by a voice from 
heaven, that he was his beloved 
fon, in whom he was well pleafed : 
his miraculous works bore witneis 
to the fame truth, and he was de- 


clared to be the fon of God with | 


power, according to the fpirit of 
holinels, by the refurrection from 
the dead. ‘ He is the great teach- 
er who came from God, He is 
the great prophet like unto Mo- 
fes,; whom, according to his pre- 
' diGion, God hath raifed up, He 
isthe great high-prieft after the 
order of Melchifedec, who has-en- 
tered into the holieft through his 
own blood, having obtained eter- 
nal redemption forus, ‘He is the 
{cope'of the Mofaic ritual, He 
is theperfonto whom allthe proph- 
ets bear witnefs from the begin- 
ning ; fo that the fpirit of proph- 
ecy is but the fame thing as the 
teftimony of Jefus. He is the 
antitype of all thofe worthies 
whom God in former ages had 
raifed up to accomplifh any great 
and excellent things in favor of 
his people. He is the promifed 
feed of the woman deftined to 
bruifethe head of theferpent. In 
his fufferings and death, in which 
nothing was vifible but weaknefs 
and wretchednefs, he vanquifhed 
him that had the power of déath, 
that is the devil ; and as David 
killed Goliath with his own fword, 
he overthrew the’ devil with the 
crofs the fuppofed fatal inftru- 
ment of his own triumph. ‘Thus 
the weaknefs of God is. ftronger, 
and the foolithnefs of God is wi- 
fer, than his foes, whether men 
or devils 5 and thus he takeththe 
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wife in their own craftinefs, and 
the counfel of the froward is care 
ried headlong, He is the king 
anointed of God, like fpiritual 
Dayid, whom God had decreed 
to fet, and in fpite of the vain im- 
aginations and impotent rage of 
his enemies, hath fet upon his ho- 
ly hillof Zion ; and who, by the 
immutable purpofe of God, thall 
reign, until he has f{tibdued all his 
enemies under his feet. Heisthe 
Lord of angelsandof men. He 
is the head of all principality and 
power, and might and dominion 
and every name that is named. 
He is the conftituted judge of 
the quick and the dead; in him 
dwelleth all the fulnefs of the 
Godhead, bodily. He is the heir 
of allthings. He is the bright« 
nefs of God’s glory and the ex- 
prefs image of his perfon. He 
is the beginning, the firft begot- 
ten from the dead, who in all 
things hath the pre-eminence. 
He is the Saviour of the body 
the church, the mediator between 
God and man, and the intereeffor 
withthe Father for all whom the 
Father hath given him, and by 
whom alone thay have accefs to 
God. He is formed in the fouls 
of all who love him, there he 
maintains his kingdom of truth, 
peace and righteoufnefs. He is 


in himfelf, by the Spirit the Com« 


forter, the principle and earneft, 
and will be the confummation of 
eternal life within them. He is 
the eternal word, by whom all 
things were created and in whom 
they fubfitt. He is the Wonder. 
ful, the Counfellor, the Mighty 
God, the Everlafting Father, the 
Prince of Peace. He is the me- 
dium of divine communication to 
creatures. He alone hath declar. 
ed the nature and counfels of God, 
and hath unfealed the book of his 


eternaldecrres: and he isthe Lamb 
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of God, who is feated in the 
fame thronewith God the Father; 
and the holy inhabitants of Heav- 
en will afcribe equal bleffing and 
honor and glory and power unto 
the Lamb, for ever and ever, as 
unto him that fitteth onthe throne. 
But nothing can exprefs, not even 
the word of God itfelf, to our 
apprehenfions, the fulnefs of his 
excellency and glory. Let praife 
then fit filent on our tongues...... = 

We may now accompany the 
Pfalmift in his words on this fub- 
je&t addreffed to God, in the 8th 
Pfalm: ‘* Out of the mouth of 
babes and fucklingshaft thouor- 
*¢ dained ftrength becaufe of thine 


£« enemies, that thou mightett itill | 


“ the enemy and the avenger :” 
or, asthey are quoted by Chrift 
in the xxi. Chap. of Matthew, 
“ Out of the mouthof babes and 
“ fucklings thou haft perfected 
“¢ praife.”’ 

Thus I have endeavored to 
prove the moral perfection or 
goodnefs of God, from that facul- 
ty common to men by which we 
difcern the difference between 
right and wrong in moral con. 
du@t—from the nature of the 
actions, confcience approves, as 
promoting ; and of thofe aCtions, 
which confcience difapproves, as 
injuring the common interefts of 
fociety ; combined with the con- 
fideration, that God has conne@t- 
ed delight with the prattice of 
the former, and remorfe with’ the 
practice of the latter, by a law 
which gives a foretafte of its own 
fan€tions—from the abfurdity of 


the fuppofition that God, if a. 


malevolent being, would give a 
faculty to creatures to difcern his 
own moral deformity, and fo to 
lay them under obligation to hate 
him—from the laws, by which 
God governs the natural world, 
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and fatisfies the defires of every 
living thing, and from the tefti. 
mony of {eripture, that the good~ 
nefs of God is proved by his 
works of creation and common 
providence: Alfo, to fhow, that 
the objection arifing from the ex- 
iftence of fin and mifery in the 
world has no weight, becaufe it 
cannot invalidate proof which is 
fhown to be conclufive, becaufe 
men as finners deferve all the fuf- 
ferings which they endure in this 
life and much more, and becaufe 
the fyftem of divine operation is 
| not yet fully unfolded, or brought 
to its ultimate iffue: that, on the 
contray, they, in truth, increafe 
the evidence of God’s goodnefs : 
that fufferings do this as tending 
either to guard the body from 
fatal, mifchiefs, or the foul from 
that utter deftruction which is the 
end of a courfe of vice, and to keep 
the earth from being filled with 
violence, and fo they are premon- 
itory: or to fhow the divine 
righteoufnefs, as governor of the 
world, and avenger of all wicked- 
nefs, and fo they are either cor- 
re€tive or vindi€tive : that fin does 
this, becaufe the finner alone is 
to blame for his fin, and not its 
caufe, whatever that may be, and 
itis neceflary to give occafion to 
the difplays of the divine right- 
eoufnefs, and of courfe is as im- 
portant, as an event, as thefe dif- 
playsthemfelves. Further, I have 
endeavored to trace the perfection 
of God’s work in its being fitted 
to fhow not only that he is good, 
but that none other is inherently 
and effentially fo, and that ail 
perfection whether natural or mor- 
al in creatures emanates from him, 
as ftreams from the fountain ; in 
the various degrees of being and 
excellence imparted to creatures 
in their firft formation, with a 
particular view to what fuperfi- 
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cial obfervers efteem defects or 
blanks in the creation—in the fin 
and utter and eternal deftru€tion 
af Lucifer fon of the morning, 
“with his hoft of rebel angels, who, 
at firft, were probaby the nobleft 
creatures of God, and the fover- 
eign difcrimination between them 
and thofe .who kept their firft 
eftate—in the fall of man, the 
loweft order of rational creatures, 
to the depth of mifery and wretch- 
ednefs, and his recovery, by 
Chrift, to the fublimeft heights of 
creature happineis and glory, even 
to fit down with him in his 
throne, as he is fet down with the 
Father in his throne—in- the 
riches of divine grace manifefted in 
the origin, developement, and 
completion of tie plan of recov- 
ery in general, and particulatly 
in the events of God’s common 
providence—in the obje&ts of Di- 
vine mercy, whether individuals 
or nations—in the difcipline which 
God has chofen to train up his 
people for the heavenly inherit- 
ance——and in the inftruments 
which he has employed in falva- 
tions, from time to time, wrought 
out for his people, and particular- 
ly inthe great falvation of the 
gofpel. 
I will clofe with the following 
remarks, God is in himfelf in- 


vifible to creatures, except in his. 


operations and atts ; indeed, the 
character of no-agent whatever 
can be difcerned by creatures, in- 
tuitively ; they are known by 
their operations and aéts only. 
No man hath feen God at any 
time ; the only begotten: Son, 
who is in the bofom of the Fa- 
_ther, he hath declared him ; and 
he hath declared him by - his 
works of creation, providence and 
redemption. All events, without 
ditinétion, are the fruit of his 
agency ; he’ operates in all crea- 
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tures and things in the natural 
and in the moral world ; the. 
hearts of all are in his hand, and 
he turneth them as the rivers of 
water are turned. Many devices 
are in the heart of man, but the 
counfel of the Lord that fhall 
ftand. The fin, the mifery, the in- , 
firmities and imperfections of crea~ 
tures, are éffential in his plan of de- 
claring the charaCter of God ; they 
are effential to his own manifeft- 
ation-in the flefh ; and to the ex- 
iftence of fuch a charater as Em- 
MANUEL Gop wiTH Us. This 
glorious character is the power of 
God and the wifdom of God ; he 
is the ONLY BEGOTTEN of the 
Father full “of grace and truth. 
In him the wrath of God is re- 


_vealed from heaven againft afl 


ungodlinefs and unrighteoufnefs 
of men ; he has perfectly declar- 
ed by his work as Mep1aror the 
love of God and the righteoufnefs 
of God. Inhim mercy and truth 
have met together, righteoufnefs 
and peace have kiffed each other, 
And through him will the beauty 
and glory of the onLY Livinc 
Gop be feen and enjoyed forever 
by the holy inhabitants of heav- 
en. 'Thushe is the brightnefs of 
God’s glory and the exprefs im-- 
age of his perfon. The exiftence 
of fin and mifery then is as impor- 
tant as the exiftence, manifefta. 
tion and eternal duration of fuch 
a character.» Again, . 

No event whatever, confidered 
as the fruit of divine agency, 
fhuns the fevereft ferutiny of rea- 
fon. The general good requires 
that fome creatures fhould be vef- 
fels of mercy prepared unto glory, 
and others veffels of wrath fitted 
to deftruétion; and the fover- 
eignty of God, in fo difpofing, is 
a holy, wife and good fovereignty. 
Whatever objeCtions then we find 
in our hearts to fuch a difpofal 
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mutt origniate from fin, ‘and not 
from reafon. As we have nothing 
to object then on the ground 
of’ reafon it becomes us to be 
humble for the perverfe oppofition 
we experience to the fovereignty 
-of God in ‘our depraved hearts, 
-and: to bow to the dominion of 
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God. only wife; faying with Mo- 


fes: “* He is the rock, his work 
“is perfect ; for all his ways are 
¢ judgment, a God. of truth, and 
‘ without iniquity : juft and right 
*® she? 


In this feeble attempt to trace. 


the perfe€tion of God’s work, I 
have chiefly attended to fuch parts 
of it as inconfideration or per- 
verfenefs are apt to pronounce 
blemifhes. If I have in any good 
meafure fucceeded in vindicating 
thefe from fo foul an afperfion, 
‘and juftified the ways of God, I 
‘fhall have attained an important 
-obje& in view, and efpecially if I 
have fhown with fatisfaCtory evi- 
dence, that they are an impor- 
tant medium of proof of the truth 
of this propofition, That there is 
-none good but one, that is God: for 
this is a truth, of all others the 
moft important, as it lies at the 
‘foundation of the happinefs of 
God’s kingdom, and of his own 
eternal praife. OMICRON. 


* On the comfort of the Holy Ghaft. 
Y- the comfort of the Holy 
Ghoft; we may underitand 
all that fpiritual fupport, refrefh- 
ment and joy, which the people 
of God experience in confequence 
and by virtue of their union to 
Chrift by faith. ‘The term com- 
fort which is nearly fynonymous 
with confolation, prefuppofes af- 
AiGtion, or diftrefs ; but implies 
‘that fome agreeable object, or 
truth is prefented to the mind 
which gives relief and fupport.. 


Thus it is ufed in the following | 
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expreffions in facred writ.—— 
*¢ Therefore brethren, we were 
comforted over\you in all 


affliGtion and diftrefs, by y 
faith.”—-«* God—who comfo 


eth us in all our tribulation, that 
we may be able to comfort them 
who are in any trouble, by the 
comfort wherewith we ourfelves 
are comforted of God.”’ 

The comfort experienced by 
Chriftians, in all their tribulation, 
is from the Holy Ghoft as the 
author, or efficient caufe ; and is 
therefore. called, Adts ix. 31. 
“ The comfort of the Holy Ghojt.” 
Agreeably to this, Chrift, when 
he promifed to his difciples to 
fend them the Holy Spirit, de- 
nominated him the Comforter. 
‘¢ J will pray the Father, and he 
fhall give you another Comforter, 
that he may abide. with you for- 
ever, even the Spirit of truth.” 
‘It is true the feriptures reprefent 
God the Father as the author 
and giver of all comfort ; and the 
Son alfo, as being anointed “to 
bind up the breken hearted, and 
comfort all that mourn.” But 
notwithitanding thefe reprefenta- 
tions, and in’ perfect confiftency 
with- them, the Holy Spirit, in 
the economy of redemption, is 
<¢ the Comforter’’—the author of 
all comfort to the children of 
God. The° Father comforts ; 
but it is by his Spirit, even the 
Comforter. Chrift alfo comforts 
and binds up the broken hearted; 
but it is by the efficiency of the 
Holy Spirit. —The Spirit of God 
is the great agent, in the new 
creation and every thing which 
pertains to it. He is the author 
of regeneration to the elect—of 
fanitification to the regenerate— 
of comfort to the fanéafied—and 
of all the gifts for edification which 
in the divine wifdom and fover- 
cigaty are bellowed upon the 
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church.—He applies the redemp- 
tion purchafed by Chril, to all 
thofe who are givenhim by the Fa- 
. As he formed a natural body 
for Chrift, fo he forms for himalfo, 
a myftical body, and preferves and 
fupports it, and all its members ; 
_ andfupplies them with whatever is 
neceflary to their being built up 
in holinefs and comfort, through 
faith unto falvation, And as he 
is no lefs the author of comfort to 
Chriftians, than of fanétification, 
and all /piritual gifts ; fo he may 
be properly ftyled ‘* the Comfort- 
er,’ and the comfort which he 
gives may be called “‘ the comfort 
of the Holy Ghoft.””  Confider- 
ing the Holy Ghoft, therefore, as 
the author of all Chriflian com- 
fort, we may inquire relative to 
_ the fources from whencc it is de- 
rived, and the way and means by 
which it is communicated, 

The. great fources of -Chriftian 
comfort are the divine perfections ; 
or the things of God and his 
kingdom. And the chief initru- 
ment or mean by which the Spirit 
of God brings thefe fources mto 
the view of the mind, for comfort, 
is, the {criptures, or word of God. 
In this, as in every other refpect, 
Ged has magnified his word above 
all bis name. As the Holy Spi- 
rit faniifies the people of God by 

~shis truth, fo he comforts them by 
the fame means, the truth, or 
word of God. Accordingly the 
apoftle fays “ whatfoever things 
were«written aforetime, were writ- 
~sten for our learning, that we thro 
patienee and: comfort of the ferip- 
turesmight have hope.’ The 
fcriptures therefore, are a mean of 
comfort : But they are fo, only 


in thehand, or by the “ miniftra-. 


tion of the Spirit.”? They con- 
tain a revelation of the things of 
God and his kingdom: And by 
attention to the reading of them, 
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and to the word preached, fome 
{peculative knowledge of thefe 
things may be obtained; yet 
that fpiritual knowledge and view 
of them by which they become 
fources of true comfort is given 
only by the efficiency of the Ho- 
ly Spirit—the Comforter. There- 
fore Chrift faid when he promifed 
the Comforter, to his people, 
* But the Comforter who:is the 
Holy Ghoft, whom the Father 
will fend in my name, he fhall 
teach you all things—He will 
guide you into all truth—For he 
fhall not fpeak of himfelf ; but 
whatfoever he fhall hear, that hall 
he fpeak, and he will fhow you 
things to come.” By not fpeak- 
ing of himfelf, but fpeaking what- 
ever he fhall hear, is meant that 
he fhall not teach any thing con- - 
trary to what Chrift taught—nor 
bring or apply any thing to the 
minds of Chriftians for confola- 
tion, which is not according: to 
the {criptures, or written word of 
Chrift. The words might have 
partial reference to a further reve- 
lation to be given by the Spirit to 
enlarge the canon of {cripture, - 
which was not then completed. 
But fo far as they refpeéted the 
office of the Comforter to Chrif- 
tians in general, or in after ages, 
they are to be underftood as above. 
It is added—«* He fhall glorify 
me, for he fhall receive of mine, 
and fhall fbow it unto you. All 
things that the Father hath are 
mine. Therefore faid I, he fhalt 
take of mine, and fhalk /bozw it unto 
you.” 

The things which are Chrifls, 
and which are the Father’s alfo, 
as here mentioned, are the things 
which are contained in the ferip- 
tures, relating to the perfon, offi- _ 
ces, and work of Chrift ; and 
whatever refpeCts the plan, de- 
figns, and government. of God. 
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Now it is the office of the Com- isa foundation laid to derive peace 
forter to fbow or teveal thefe | and comfort from divine truth. 
things to the people of God. In} It is to thofe in whom the Holy 

_ difcharge of this Office, he gives | Spirit hath begun this foundation, © 
to them a clear and fpiritual view | that he communicates comfort | 
of truth, or a fenfe of the reality | the inftrumentality of the ferip- 


and glory of the things revealed | 
in the fcriptures. Without this | 
divine teaching and influence of | 
the Spirit, the word, though | 
clearly exhibiting the -moft im- 

portant truths, would remain a | 
dead letter—incapable of giving | 
any fpiritual confolation or Chrifs | 
tian comfort to the foul. To 
this purpofe dre the words of the | 
Spoftle 1. Cor: ii chap. “ As it | 
is writtén, eye hath not feen, nor 
ear heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for 
‘them that love him. But God 
hath revealed them unto us by 
his Spirit : For the Spirit fearch- 
eth all things,-yea the deep things 
of God. For what man know- 
eth the things of a man, fave the 
{pirit of a man which is in him? 
Even fo, the things of God know- 
eth no man but the Spirit of 
God. Now we have received, 
fot the fpirit of the world, but 
the Spirit which is of Ged that 
we might know the things that are 
Freely given us of God.—But the 
natural man recéiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolifhnefs unto him ; neither can 
he Azow them, becaufe they are 
Jpiritually difeerned.” 

The things of Chrift and of 
God, are in the word fet before 
the minds of natural men, but 
they do not “ receive” or “ know 
them.”” They do not perceive 
their true nature and glory. So 
far as they at any time feel a 
convidion of the truth they are 
éxercifed with pain. Truth will 
always be painful to a corrupt 
heart. But in the fan@ified there 

Vor. It. No. 2. 


tures. _'T’o do this to the belt ad- 
vantage, he places them in thofe 
¢ircumitances of trial which are 
needful to give them an expeti- 
mental knowledge of their own 
nothingnefs and abfolute depend. 
ence, and in thefe fituations brings 
to their remembrance, and imprefies 


| upon their minds, in their reality 


and importance, the things of 
God and his kingdom, as contain- 
ed in his word. — 
Many and various are the fors 
rows, affiftions and. difcourage- 
ments of God’s children, on ac- 
count of their own great deficien< 
cies and declenfions and in view 
of their numerous enemies within 
and without—the great oppof- 
tion they fee to the kingdom of 
Chrift, and the triumphing of 
its enemies. There is no afflic- 
tion, or difcouragement which 
they can be under, but there.are 
alfo, in the word of God, many 
declarations relative to the divine 
character and. government, and 
many precious promifes, exactly an- 
{wering to their fituation. Tiefe 
the’ Spirit of God applies for their 
{upport and comfort, fo that they 
can adopt the words of the apei- 
tle with application to themfelves, 
“as forrowful, yet always rejaic- 
ing.” Are they in circumitances 
of poverty and want, or aflicted 
with pain, ficknefs, loffes or be« 
reavements ? ‘They learn their de- 
pendence and the vanity of this 
world—They look to God thro” 
his word, and eye the divine hand 
jn all their circumftances—They 
truft in God as their portion, and 
rejoice that he reigns. They 
have meat to eat which the world 


so 


knoweth not. of. “ The Lord | 
gave and the Lord hath taken 
away—bleffed be the name of the 
rd’?’-—** Whom have I in hea- 
n but thee ? and there is none 
on earth I defire befides thee.” 
Do they look round on children, 
families and friends, with nifing 
anxiety, beholding them expofed | 
to be left orphans, defencelefs, and | 
furrounded by all the fnares of | 
an alluring, delufive world, and | 
im the midi of prevailing vice, 
error and impiety ? Yet in view 
of the perfeGtions of God—his 
holy and wife providence and the 
precious truths and promifes of 
his word, they can cheerfully com- 
mit allto him—leave the morrow 
to take thought for the things of 
itfelf, and find comfort and fup- 
port in the confideration of their 
dependence. | Are they bowed 
down with a fenfe of their infuf- 
ficiency and weaknefs, and their 
pronenefs to wander from God 
through the power of indwelling 
fin? The Holy Spirit, faithful 
to his office as Comforter, fets be- 
fore them. the divine charaGter, 
and the precious promifes of God 
to his children, that he will never 
leave them nor forfake them— 
that his grace fhall be fufficient 
for them—and that as their day 
is fo fhall their frength be. Thus 
they are ftrengthened and comfort~ 
ed—and while they loathe them- 
felves, and are difpofed to fay 
with the apoftle, « O. wretched 
man that I am, who {hall deliver. 
me from the body of this death,” 
they can add alfo with him, «I 
thank God, through Jefus Chrift 
our Lord.”? And even when 
they are in darknefs, doubts and 
fears, relative to the ground of | 
their perfonal hope, divine truth 
is by the Holy. Spirit, made a 
comfort and fupport, fo that they 
ean fay, “ though he flay me, yet 
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with the divine charaéter and law 
—and defiring no other method 
of falvation than that in the gof- 
pel, the language of their hearts 
is, “¢ Jet the Lord be magnified.”? 
Thus there is a degree of Chrif- 
tian comfort and fupport, in the 
truly humble foul, even when in 
great doubt relative to a perfonal 
intereft in Chrift. A fpiritual 
view of God and divine things is 
always accompanied with a de- 
gree of joy and comfort to the 
foul. 


Again—Are the people of 
God pained and diftrefled in view 
of abounding iniquity, and the 
danger and perifhing ftate of fin- 
ners? ‘They are comforted by the 
confideration that the Lord will 
do whatfoever feemeth good in 
his fight—that the refidue of the 
Spirit is with him—that he has 
infinite wifdom and goodnefs; and 
while he can have mercy on whom 
he will have mercy, the great 
object and defire of his heart is, 
to glorify the riches of his grace, 
and thereby promote the higheft 
happinefs of his kingdom. 
And when the ways of Zion 
mourn, and the enemies of Chrift 
lift up their heads and triumph in 
expectation of the downfal of hig 
church—full they ‘find comfort 
and fupport in confideration of the 
rock on which it is built—and in 
view of the promifes of God that 
the gates of hell fhall not prevail 
againft it—and that the wrath of 
man fhall praife him, and the re- 
mainder of wrath he will reftrain, 
Thus forrows, trials, imperfec= 
tions, the temptations of the 
world—all the various. circum. 
{tances and..fituations in which 
Chriftians are placed, are defigned 
and overruled for their good. It 
is to give them opportunity of be. 
coming experimentally acquainted 
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with the fulnefs of God—even 
all the things of Chrift and of 
God which are contained in the 
glorious truths and precious pro- 
mifes of the gofpel. The Com- 
forter, in performance of his of- 
fice work brings thefe things to 
their remembrance, when needed, 
arfd fo opens, applies and enforces 
them, that believers are fupported 
and itrengthened, and built up in 
holinefs and comfort to eternal life. 

From thefe obfervations rela- 
tive to the way and means by 
which the Spirit of God commu- 
nicates comfort to his people, and 
the fources from which it is de- 
rived, the true nature of Chrif- 
tain comfort appears. It is of a 
- divine and holy nature. It im- 
plies the exercife of gracious af- 
fection ; and, fo far as it is really 
experienced by any perfon, affords 
certain evidence of an intereft in 
* Chrift. Many have had what they 
indeed called Chrittian comfort ; 
but it was not the comfort of the 


Holy Ghoft, nor fuch as to af- 


ford any evidence of a union of | 


heart. to the divine character. 
‘They have had high and raptur- 
ous emotions, arifing from a fup- 
pofition that God has pardoned 
their fias and become their recon- 
ciled God and Father—a comfort 
which every finner may have who 
can flatter himfelf that he is thus 
{afe, though his heart may be un- 
renewed, and totally unreconciled 
to the true character of God. 
But the comfort of the Holy 
Ghoft, being a fruit of the Spirit, 
is of a holy nature, and’ neceffari- 
ly implies an_holy tafte. The 
fources from which it is derived, 
or the objeéts in view of which 
the mind is delighted and ftrength- 
ened, are the things of God—the 
divine perfeCtionsand government: 
But to be delighted, ftrengthened 
and comforted by a view or cons 
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fideration of thefe things, implies 
a moral tafte in conformity to 
them. The affeCtions therefore, of 
love, joy and delight in God, are 
gracious affeGtions. And as it is « 
evident that no comfort can be 
derived from a view of the divine 
character, any farther than it ex- 
cites thofe and other gracious af- 
fetions implied in them, it there- 
fore follows that Chriftian com- 
fort will ever be in proportion to 
the degree of gracious affection in 
the foul; and that Chriftian hope 
and affurance will ordinarily fol- 
low with proportional clcarnefs 
and ftrength. In this view it 
appears, alfo, that a life of reli- 
gion is far from being a gloomy 
and uncomfortable life. So far as 
we have any true religion, we have 
the Spirit of God and the com- 
fort of the Holy Ghoft. If Chrif- 
tians are at times cold and com- 
fortlefs, it is owing to their own 
deficiency in grace—It is becaufe 
they have grieved the Spirit of 
God, and are deprived of his in- 
fluence.. Chrift has indeed pre- 
dicted worldly tribulation to his 
followers, as the confequence of 
their adherence to him ; but he 
has added the gracious promife, 
“in me ye fhall have peace.’” 
—Nor has his truth or faithful- 
nefs failed. ‘Fo take up the crofs 
and follow Chrift, involves many 
forrows and trials, yet according 
to his promife we have a comfort 
and fupport under them—a joy 
and peace in God, which the 
world cannot give nor take away. 
“ For as the fufferings of Chrift 
abound in us, fo our confolation alfo 
aboundeth by Chrift.” 
PHILOS, 


Thoughts on the finner’s controverfy 
with God. 

HAT men have a contro« 

verfy with God is abund. 


5? 
antly taught by his word. The 


fame is fairly inferred, from the | 
evil of their doings. “The apof- 


tolic exhortation would be perti- } 
nent on no other ground 3 2Cor. | 
v. 20. Now then’ we are ambaffa- | 
dors for Chrift 3 as though God did 


, befezch you by us, wepray you in 
Chriffs flead be ye reconciled to God. 
The fubjedis of divine grace 
were once enemies ; for they were 
by nature children of wrath, even 
as others. Accordingly faith the 
apoftle to the Colofs. 1.21. "And 
you, who were fome time aliena- 
ted, and enemies in your mind by 
wicked works, yet now hath he 
reconciled. - ‘The fame apoftle to 
the Roméns fays, The carnal mind 
as enmity againfi God. “But mul- 
titudes, who yield fome general 
aflent to the truth and impore 
tance of revealed religion, have 
never been convinced, that’ they 
were enemies to the true charac- 
ter of Jehovah, and thence enga- 
ged in an unrighteous controverfy 
with him. ‘This, however, may 
be true in fact, tho’ they. never 
were convinced of it 3 and even" 
tho’ they imagine, that their 
whole heart is right with God. 
Men are naturally blind to them- 
Selves. It is an high attainment, 
for any one, to know the plague 
‘of his own heart.” Men are hable 
to remain ignorant of their con. 
troverfy with God, by thinking 
him altogether fuch ‘an one as: 
themfelves. ' To think thus of 
God is natural to all men, as fin- 
aers. In this miftake they would 
always continue, unlefs it were 
rectified, by a convition of the 
truth. Men ‘ate often kept. in 
blindnefs,-as to their controverfly 
with God, and the enmity of 
their heart towards him, by a 
groundlefs perfuafion of his love 
to them, and. that this ‘lové will, 


eventually, fecure their happinefs»} 
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So long as they remain in this mifs 


take, it will be as impoffible to 
conyince them, that they are en- 
emies to God, as that they dire@-. 
ly hate themfelyes, which they 
know is not true. Numbers who 
feemed to themfelves at peace 
with God, while under this mif- 
take, have been afterwards convin- 


ced, that they had been making 


lies their refuge. 
‘The ground. of. controverfy, 
on the part ef men, isa fupreme 
regard to their own intereft. It. 
is fimilar, in this refpe@, to all. 
thofe. controverfies among. men, 
which originate in their felfifh paf- 
fions and, lufts. Men have need 
Only to be apprized of the truth, 
as to the real charaCter and purpos. 
fes of Jehovah, to fee and‘know, 
that their hearts are in direct op- 
pofition to him, and his holy gov 
ernment. Thetruth of this may. 
be illuftrated. by the following f= 
militade. z eset Sad 
. A perfon, in whofe vicinity ]j 
live, and who unites the moft 
amiable character with all the re- 
quifite means of doing good, has 
aclaim on me, toa certain amount. 
The fum due is not beyond my. 
ability to pay, at any time, were 
I honeftly difpofed.» He notifies 


‘me of his claim, and that the 


payment cannot be difpenfed with. 


‘ Lacknowledge his claim, in words, 
‘but, fill’ delay ‘the fatisfaQion 5 — 


yea, am difhoneft enoughto harbor. 
afecret purpofe of defrauding him 
out of the whole. © This I:refolvé 
to do, at leaft fo long as it can 
be done, with fafety to my per-~ 
fon and. intereft. My creditor, 
mean while, finds motives to im= 
prove every occafion, for fhowing: 
me kindnefs.- ‘Thefe ‘are daily 
furnithed, by numerous wants of 
mine, which he is careful to re- 
lieve, though unafked, From all 
this I. infer, that, however juli 
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his claim, and. whatever he may | dulgent creditor has a&ed like 
full fay of its being indifpenfible, | himfelf,—from the pureft motives, 
he is fecretly determined to let it | andin a manner, which all honeft 
remain unfatisfied, yea, to dif- | minds muft approve. I, too, am the 
penfe, at laft, with both princi- | felffame charaéter, and governed. 
pal and intereft. Under thefe cir- by the fame motives as before. 
cumftances, and miftaking his | The apparent change, in my feel- 
true character, I feem to have | ings and condut, is a genuine re- 
great refpect for him, and often | fult of the fame motives, under 
fpeak of him accordingly. I; the prefent change of circumftan- 
would refent a fuggeftion of being | ces. Loving myfelf fupremely, 
at variance with him, or even of | which is the fource of every un- 
harboring the feeds of an unfriend- | righteous controverfy, Iam full 
ly thought towards him, in my} of diflike and enmity. Yea my 
heart. The time comes, howev- | feelings become implacable, ta 
er, when my creditor can no lon- , fuch a degree, that; with fufficient 
ger forbear, confiftently with his power, I would not merely de-~ 
extenfive views of doing good, fraud him of his due, but fpoil- 
and promoting the general happi- ; him of all he poffeffes, and enrich 
nefs. He is hence led to take | myfelf, by his entire ruin. The 
fuch meafures as convince me, only reafon, fairly affignable is, 
that he feels himfelf wronged by | that my creditor will not facrificey. 
my delays, and that his claim, fo | to my felfifh and difhoneft withes, 
far from being relinquifhed, muft , what can be no longer difpenfed 
be fatisfied ;—that in cafe of re- | with, confiftently with juitice to 
fufal I muft meet a profecution at | himfelf, and with benevolence to 
law, which will involve me in ex- | the multitudes, who are always 
penfe and ruin. I-now difcover, | dependant on his charity, 
for the firft time, that the whole The application of this fimili- 
of my feeming refpeét, and fenfe | tude is plain and eafy. Miftaking 
of obligation, were founded in a| at once the charaéter of God,’ 
falfe idea, that my indulgent cred- | and their own, men ufually flat- 
itor had too much partiality for | ter themfelves, that they are at 
me and my intereft, ever to en-| peace with him. They are too 
force his claim. But no fooner | pure in theirown eyes, and withal 
am I convinced of the truth, than | too blindto the plague of theirown 
all my former feelings give place | hearts, to admit,-as poflible, that 
to refentment and oppolition. I | thefe fhouldbe fraught with en- 
labor to obliterate a tenfe of paft | mity againit him, though they 
obligations, and to think myfelf| defraud him every moment of his 
jultifiable, in pouring out com-| due. They can even imagine 
plaints of hard ufage. My firft | themfelves well affected. towards 
ftep is to find means of defence ;| God, and very thankful under the 
yea am refolved that his claim | receipt of his mercies, while treaf- 
fhall be realized, only at the end | uring up unto themfelves wrath, 
of the law. It is now decided, that | inthe abufe of them. But let 
L have a controverfy with him, in | the light break in upon their con- 
earneft. It is. remarkable too, | fciences, fo as to fhow them the 
that. all this takes place, qishout | truth of faéts; let them fed, that 
the leapt change of charader, on either | the meafures his infinite behevo- 
Jie. ~My generous and long in- | lence is taking, to promote his 
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ewn glory and the happinefs of his 
holy kingdom, mutt be deftruc- 
tive of all their felfith {chemes 
and hopes; that he has not re- 
mitted his claims to their whole 
hearts ; that he holds them guilty 
and condemned, and for ought 
they have prefent reafon to hope, 
will treat them as veflels of wrath, 
fitted for deftruction ; yea, that 
there is no hope for them, but in 
his fovereign and uncovenanted , 
mercy ;—let all this be realized, 
and the conviction will be inevita- 
ble, that theirs is the carnal mind, 
which is enmity againit God, Of 
all this multitudes are, one time or’ 
ether, convinced, to their confu- 
fion and difmay. OF this all muft 
be convinced in time, or by the 
light of eternity, when there will 
he no hope. 

. Jn the view taken of this fub- 
jet, we fee the fource of all the 
eppofition which is felt, and often | 
exprefled, to the diftinguifhing | 
and holy doétrines of the gofpel. | 
We here fee the only fource of . 
oppofition to the doctrines of di- |. 
vine decrees, election, fovereign- 
ty, and diftinguifhing grace.— 
Thefe are doétrines revealed and 
clearly taught, in the word of 
God. As fuch they belong to 
men. Were men’s hearts right 
with God,—were thefe filled with 
that difinterefted and holy love, 
which is the fulfilling of the law, 
fuch doftrines would be their re- 
joiemg and hope. Did men love 
God with all the heart and repofe 
anfwerable confidence in the per- 
fe& wifdom and holinefs of his 
government, they could find no 
objection to his having foreordain- 
ed whatfoever cometh to pafs ; or 
to his working all things after the 
counfel of his own will. They 
would, in like manner, acknowl- 
edge hisright of doing what he will 
with his own, and be pleafed, that 
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he thould have mercy on whom he 
will have mercy. Knowing that. 
all might otherwife be loft, the 

coming and work of Chrift not- 

withftanding, they would be glad, 

with exceeding joy, that God had, 

from the beginning, chofen fome 

of mankind to falvation, through 

the fanétification of the Spirit and 

belief of the truth ;—that thefe 

fhould in due time be called, with 

an holy calling, and be to the’ 
praife of the glory of his grace. . 
Inthe diflike, which is manifefted 

to thefe doftrines, we may fee 

and know men’s oppofition of 
heart to the true charaCter of Jz- 

HOVAH, any profeffions ‘of the 

contrary notwithitanding. 

We further fee, in the light of 
this fubjeé&t, the fearful danger 
men are in of making lies their 
refuge, and thence being deceived, 
to their utter deftru@tiion. So 
long asthey make fhift to quiet 
their minds, with mifapprehen- 
fions of the attributes and defigns 
of God, they will never embrace 
the truth, as itis in Jefus. This 
they will never do, nor feel the 
need of doing, till made acquaint. 
ed with the exifting controverfy 
between God and them. Hence, 
how important to be thoroughly 
convinced of the truth ! The gof- 
pel reconciliation will otherwife 
be foolifhnefs to them, and thence 


‘Be defpifed and neglefted. As a’ 


proper and neceffary mean of con. - 
vincing men of the truth, of what 
vaft importance, to exhibit the 
attributes and government of the 
bleffed Jehovah, by the light of 
his word, and with thefe the glo- 
rious and dittinguifhing doétrines 
of his grace! Thefe are often: 
made the wifdom and power of 
God, to the falvation of fouls. 
Though they fail of this effe& on 
multitudes, every mouth will be 
flopped, the impenitent have no 
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cloak for their fins, and God be 
glorified in their juft punifhment. 
Hence finally, how vaft the du- 
ty and importance of reconcilia- 
tion to God! Without this, there 
can be no peace nor falvation to 
the wicked. Without this, they 
could not enjoy a moment’s hap- 
pinefs, though God fhould admit 
them to dwell, eternally, in the 
prefence of his glory Continuing 
their controverfy with him, they 
mutt ere long fuffer the dire exe- 
eution of the fentence, which is 
written for their admonition, But 
thofe mine enemies, who would not 
that I foould reign over them, bring 
hither and flay them before me. 
TROPHIMUS. 
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The ufes, defigns and infirudions, of | 


the book of Revelation. 
JY ANY people confider the 


book of Revelation fo myf- | 


terious and intricate, that they ex- 
pect they can obtain very little, if 
any ufeful inftruCtion from it. All 
appears quite unintelligible, except 
that which is written in the be- 
ginning, to the feven churches of 
Afia: They find no ufe for the 
reft. Yet all, who acknowledge 
the divine authenticity of the holy 
{criptures, muft admit, that this 
book was given us by God; and 


certainly, no part of it was given | 


usin vain. We can by proper 
application, obtain that inftruction 


from it, which the moft High in- | 


tended to furnifh. We ought not 
therefore to lay it afide as ufelefs, 
——as a book from which we can 
obtain no valuable inftruCtion, ef- 
pecially as in the book itfelf, we 
are called upon to attend to it, 
and are affured ‘that he is bleffed, 
who readeth and heareth and 
Keepeth the prophecies of this 
book. 


This book contains by way of | 


’ 
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prophecy, a general account of 
the world fromthe time in which 
it was written, to the final judg- 
ment: yet the prophecies are dee 
fignedly wrapped up in figurative 
language, and are fo general, that. 
itis evident it never was intended 
to afford mankind a knowledge of 
future events in detail, or enable 
us to foreknow what is to be the 
event of wars, or the fate of par- 
ticular nations, what herefies will 
prevail, or in what ages and na- 
tions they will {pread, and perhaps 
it does not furnifh us with fufti- 
cient information to decide the 
precife time, when the more re- 
markable events, which are fore- 
told, fhall be accomplifhed., Man- 
kind have a ftrong propenfity to 
pry into future events; this ap- 
pears by the idle attention which 
they havepaid toaftrology, omens, , 
and familiar {pirits in former ages, 
and to gypfies, noifes, dreams and 
unfortunate days, at the prefent. 
And it is poffible that many peo- 
ple, when they read this holy 
book, confult it with a view to 
learn the fortune of nations, and 
the particular time when particu- 
lar events will take place. Many 
have undertaken by their inter- 
pretations of this book, to tell the 
fortune of the world, have given 
their predi€tions with much affu- 
rance, and found themfelves dif. 
appointed. Others having fearch- 
ed it for the fame purpofe, have 
been convinced that it would not 
anfwer their defign, and_ have 
therefore rafhly concluded that. it 
was of little ufe. ‘This is proba. 
bly the true reafon why fo many 
neglect the ftudy of this book, as 
if no advantage could be derived 
from it. But is this a juft con- 
clufion? Is it true, that becaufe 
we cannot foretel future events by 
it in particular detail, that it. is of 
no ufe ? Or becaufe we cannot un- 
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@erftand every thing before its 
accomplifhment, which is figni- 
fied by its repreferitations, does it 
follow that nothing can be known, 
and that itis unprofitable? By no 
‘means. , 

One defign of this book is to 
give a reprefentation of the char- 
aéter and employment of Chrift, 
fince his refurreCtion and afcenfion 
‘to glory. In the writings of 
Matthew, and the other evange- 
lifts, we have the hiftory of Chrift 
in his ftate of humiliation, when 
he appeared in the form of a fer- 
vant, defpifed, derided and put to 
an ignominious death. Though 
his divinity is. there brought into 
view, yet his human nature, con- 
fifting of an human foul, and an 
human body, in low circumftan- 
ces, make the ftrongeft impref- 

_fions on our minds. His divine 
nature was not capable of forrow, 
but his reafonable or human foul 
is there reprefented, as acquainted 
with grief, fo that he faid to 
his friends, My foul is exceeding 
forrowful, even unto death. But 
it was important that the church 
fhould have fome juft reprefenta- 
tions of him, in his prefent exalt- 
ation, when his human foul and 
body are glorified, his divime per- 
fe€tions more clearly exhibited, 
and his whole perfon feated on 
the throne of God, at the right 
hand of the Father. This‘is giv- 
en in the Revelation. In this 
book he is brought into view, 
decked with excellent majefty and 
glory, fiting on the throne of the 
univerfe, furrounded with an innu. 
merable company of adoring in- 
telligences, all triumphing in his 
perfeCtions, and awaiting his com- 
mands. Thus he appears infin- 
itely more exalted, than when he 
dwelt in a mortal body. Here 
we fee him prefiding in heaven, 
with all power in heaven and 


on earth given into his hands, 


in the exercife of an almighty 
providence over friends and ene< 
mies in this world, dire@ting all 
the fucceffive {eenes and events of 
it down to the final confumma: 
tion of all things’ In the wri- 
tings of the evangelifts, he appear- 
ed weak and low, but in the 
Revelation, heappears in power 
and greatnefs, as being God in 
very deed. In the former, we 
have the gofpel of Chrift in his 
humiliation ; the latter may be 
called the gofpel of Chrift in his 


‘glory. This revelations ig né- 


ceffary to imprefs our minds with 
a fuitable reverence of his majefty, 
and a juft fenfe of his infinite con- 
defcenfion, when he gave himfelf 
a facrifice for our fins ; and is 
therefore of great ufe to his peo- 
le. 
: The Revelation is alfo evi- 
dently defigned to fix on our 
minds a full fenfe of the divine 
providence and agency, refpeCting 
all events. Thefe are reprefent- 
edin the moft ftriking manner, 
through the whole book. All 
the bleffings, and profperouis days’ 
of the world, are reprefented as 
coming immediately from the’ 
hands of God our Saviour, and all 
the vials of his wrath are poured” 
out upon it at his command, and 
by the miniftry of his angels— 
In the firft great period of thefe’ 
prophecies, feven feals are opened 
by Chrift himfelf, that all the’ 
events which take place under’ 
them may be feen to be effeCted” 
by his overruling providence.— 
In the next great peridd, Chrift’ 
is reprefented as’ fending’ forth” 
feven angels, founding their feven” 


‘trumpets, intimating that all the’ 


events of this period are the effets” 
of his government.—After this,’ 
feven angels come forth from! 
Chrift, with feven vials, contain- 
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ing the feven laft plagues, in 
which is filled up the wrath of 
God, that his agency may appear, 
in thefe difpenfations of ven- 
geance.—In the fourth great pe- 
ried, a mighty angel defcends 
from heaven, and binds Satan a 
thoufand years, and a long feafon 
of peace, purity and profperity 
takes place, and earth very much 
refembles heaven. ‘This alfo is 
the work of providence, in which 
the agency of Chrift is very. man- 
ifeft.—After this Chrift will fuf- 
fer Satan to be loofed a_ little 
while, and fo things will be pre- 
pared for our Lord, at the con- 
clufion of the whole, to come to 
judgment, deftroy the very frame 
of the world, condemn his enemies, 
and receive .his faints into his 
kingdom and glory.—We have, 
in many parts of the holy {crip- 
tures, declarations of a divine pro- 
vidence in the events which are 
brought about in our world ; but 
we have no where, in all refpeCts, 
fuch ftriking reprefentations of 


the dire&t agency of God, in all | 


the affairs of the world, as in 
thefe prophecies. 
the matter of the whole book: 


This is an ufeful and important | 
leffon of inftruction ; and here | 


Chrift is reprefented as a fover- 
eign, difpenfing his dealings of 
providence as he pleafes. He is 
the potter, and men the clay. 
A‘notherimportant truth, which 
the Revelation is defigned. to 
imprefs on the minds of men, is 
the great love of Chrift to his 
church. When he was in his 
{tate of humiliation, he manifefted 
the tendereit affeCtion for his peo- 
ple ; and this book fhows, that it 
4s not at all diminithed fince he is 
fo highly exalted. This is evi- 
dent by the provifion he makes for 
his followers, under the perfecu- 


tions that they endure, and bythe es 
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This is indeed | 
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bleffednefs which he engages ta 
fuch as.are martyrs in his caufe. 
None of the vials of his wrath are 
poured out upon them; but alk 
upon their enemies, and in their 
favor. And in the iffue, every 
thing appears to have been order- 
ed with reference to their ever- 
lafting good. _ 

Tt is alfo one defign of this 

book, to exhibit the mecknefs, 
faith, patience, perfeverance and 
general character of the faints. 
Thefe are illuftrated by the trials 
and temptations which they were 
to endure, and their condu&t under. 
them. Perhaps thefe graces of 
the real Chriftian are no where in 
the bible fet forth, in a more ftri- 
king manner, or in a way better 
calculated to teach us our duty, 
and afford us an advantage for 
felfexamination, whether or not 
we have the Chriftian fpirit.. 
. The defperate depravity of the 
human heart; in. its natural ftate, 
is alfo fet forth ina ftriking way 
in this book. This is taught us 
by reprefentations of the oppofi- 
tion made both by Pagans and 
Antichrift, and at lait by Gog 
and Magog, againft God and his 
church ; and by their impenitence 
and blafphemies, under the warn- 
ings given, and the calamities 
brought upon them. This is fta- 
ted, as being very univerfal, and, 
fuch as nothing but the power of 
God can reduce. This is cer- 
tainly a truth very important to 
be eftablifhed in the confciences 
of men. 

The Revelation is alfo evi- 
dently defigned as a warning to 
the wicked. No part of the word 
of Gad fets forth his wrath againft 
the impenitent, and the certainty 
of their final deftruCtion, more for- 
cibly than this. The whole book 
reprefents them as accurfed of 
God, and the denunciations of his 
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anger againft them are delivered in 
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determinate language, fitted tofaf- | 


ten upon their minds the neceffity 
of being reconciled to God, that 
they may efcape the great day of 
his wrath. It is dificult to con- 
ceive, how any thing could be 
written more forcibly to difcou- 
rage iniquity, and to urge finners to 
fly to Chrift, and efcape from the 
wrath to come, than what we here 
find. They are fhown how all 
their oppofition to the govern- 
ment of God, and their devices 
againit the being and profperity 
of his church, fhall be totally de- 
feated, and only ferve in the iflue, 
to add to the triumph and prof- 
perity of the caufe and people of 
God, and fink themfelves into ut- 
ter perdition. 

This book is alfo full of fup- 
port, confolation and encourage- 
ment to the faints, and brings the 
beft motives to incite them to 
hope, patience and fidelity in the 
fervice of God. Many parts of 
it are particularly defigned to com- 
fort the church, under the long 
ftate of trial and depreffion which 
is foretold. ‘The faints are re- 
minded, that all events are in the 
hands of their Lord, that he has 
promifed them the victory, and 


that even in this world, the church | 


fhall enjoy his prote€tion, and the 
profperity of the millennial ftate ; 
and fhall hereafter be received into 
his prefence, and fee the everlatt- 
ing profperity of Chrift and his 
people, when all their enemies fhall 
be receiving the rewards of their 
ungodlinefs. ‘Phe motives which 
this book furnifhes to holinefs, 
render it a precious and profitable 
portion of holy writ. Further : 
The book of the Revelation is 
of ufe to confirm our belief in the 
whole word of God. It contin- 
ually gives increafing evidence of 
%t from age to age, by the accom. 


| has no other ufes; 
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plifhment of its prophecies. Many 
of thefe have been already accom= 
plithed. The church has been 
perfecuted, and yet preferved,— 
the heathen Roman empire over- 
turned,—-Antichrift has arifen, and 
is far advanced on the decline. 
The ftate of the church, and of 
the world, has exaétly anfwered 
the reprefentations given in the 
Revelation. The accomplifhment 
of the prophecies has explained 
them. ‘The evidence arifing from 
this, ferves to confirm the direc- 
tions, promifes, threatnings and 
other inftruCtions of the whole bi- 
ble, and increafes their force and 
influence. This book therefore 
is worthy of ferious attention, as 
it bears an increafing teftimony to 
the truth and importance of Chrif- 
tianity. 

In addition to the ufes of this 
book, which have been mentioned, 
we may notice the warnings of 
Chrift to his churches, in the 
three firft chapters,—the evidence 
it gives, that in this life we are in 
a ftate of probation, and that a 
day of general judgment is draw- 
ing near, when the univerfe fhall 


be aflembled, and. men fhall be 


judged, and rewarded, according 


to their deeds done here in the 
body. It affures us that the con+ 
cerns which are going en in our 
world, on account of their ama-_ 
zing importance, engage the at- 
tention and exertions of heaven 
and hell. Ali thefe confidera»! 
tions are ferious motives, to per- 
fuade us to attend to the things- 
which belong to our peace, be» + 
fore they are hid from our eyes. 
it ought by no means to be’: 
fuppofed that the Revelation’: 
but thofe-: 
which have now been mentioned » ! 
for-in reality, there is fcarce a 
doétrine taught inthe {criptures,+ 
a command given in the new tef: 
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tament, or a motive urged to en- 
force our duty, but what is one 
way or other illuftrated, confirm- 
edand imprefled upon us, with 
diftinguifhed advantage, in this 
facred book. Therefore howev- 
er myfterious and unintelligible it 
-may be in fome things, efpecially 
when confulted with a view to 
explore future events, yet refpect- 
ing the ufes and. inftru€tions now 
noticed, it is as plain, andas well 
adapted to the loweft capacities, 
as any part of the holy feriptures. 

Finally: If we would read this 
book to advantage, we muft not 
be too anxious to underftand thofe 
things which are not revealed in 
it,——which infinite wifdom did not 
intend we fhould know, before 

their accomplifhment. Some gen- 
_eral views of future events God 
intended we fhould learn, particu- 
larly that the church fhould be 
fora long time perfecuted and 
_deprefied,—that great judgments 
fhould be poured out on the 
earth,—-that Satan fhould be 
bound,—the knowledge of the 
Lord cover the earth,—wicked- 
nefs again take place,—and final- 
ly that Chrift fhould come to 
judgment. So much knowledge 
of futurity is ufeful, and fo much~ 
is very plain before its accomplifh- 
ment. But there are things myf- 
terioufly predi&ed, not to gratify 
our curiofity, but that their ac- 
-complifhment may be an increaf- 
ing evidence to the holy {crip- 
tures. 

Let us then fearch this book, 
for profit ; and it efpecially con- 
cerns us not to be fo eager to un- 
derftand what the author did not 
defign to reveal, as to overlook 
and difregard the rich inftructions 
which are plainly taught, and 
which it is evidently the will of 
Chrift that we fhould principally 
regard.—When it is the leading 
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object of people to pry into myf. 
teries, and develope the fecret de- 
figns of the moft High, they are 
ready. to difregard every thing 
plain, however excellent and im- 
portant, as fomething vulgar, and 
below their aim, their imagination 
becomes heated, their fancy is fet 
at work, andthere have been ma- 
ny fad examples of the moft mif- 
chievous effects ; men have run 
mad in this way of ftudying the 
prophecies. But if we will dili- 
gently read them, that our hearts 
may be folemnly impreffed with 
the plain truths, ferious warnings, 
and other ufeful things which they 
afford,, we fhall find abundant 
matter for Chriftian edification 
and comfort. (ee 


The labor of perfons, divinely en- 
lightened, illuftrated, and the fub- 
je& applied to the confcience, in 
four letters, from Viator to 
CHRISTIANUS. 


Prius ei = 1. 


Dear CurisTIAN FRIEND, 

S we profefs to be Chriftians, 

it e{pecially becomes us to 

fll up our time in the moft ufeful 

manner, and to give, or to re- 

ceive inftruGtion, as opportunity 
may prefent. 

You will not think me too affu- 
ming, as I have pafled the mid- 
dle period of life, and have trav- 
elled confiderably, to point out 
fome of the failings of the pro- 
feffors of religion at this day, and 
to remind you, with myfelf, of our 
covenant vows—that it is our du- 
ty, and will be for our higheft in- 
tereft, often to reflect upon the 
mutability of this prefent world, 
and of the vaft importance of the 
one to which we ‘are haftening— 
to reflect upon our obligation, per- 
feveringly to “run the race fet 
before us,”? and to make it our 
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conftant bufinefs to pleafe the di- 
vine Redeemer. y 
" "The great apoftle to the Gen- 
tiles, addreffed his Chriftian friends 
at Corinth, in the following words. 
2 Corinthians v. 8, 9. We are 
confident, I fay and willing rather to 
be abfent from the body to be prefent 
with the Lord. Wherefore we la- 
bor that whether prefent or abfent 
‘we may be accepted of him.” ~~ ” 
'- 'Thefe words evidently refpe@- 
ed the apoftles primarily, concern- 
ing whom it’ is faid in the “prece- 
ding chapter, ** God who: com- 
manded the light to fhine out of 
darknefs, hath fhined into our 
hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge : of the glory of God 
in the face of Jefus Chrilt.”? But 
they no doubt fecondarily refpe& 
all perfons, who’ aré a€tually re- 
newed by the Holy Ghoft in every 
age of the world—all perfons who 
are dCtually, created in Chrift 
Jefus unto good -works,”? wheth- 
er they be Jews or Gentiles, pub- 
lic minifters or private Chriftians. 
Notwithftanding’ the’ ‘attach- 
ment in'all men, naturally, to this 
world, and'their great inattention 
to every thing of a ferious nature, 
thofe perfons into whofe hearts, 
*¢ God hath fhined,”? are ‘often 


‘¢ willing to be abfent from the. 


body tobe prefent withthe Lord:” 
and fo far as they ars fanétified,. 
they “labor whether prefent or 
abfent to be accepted of him.” 
Perfons divinely illuminated, in- 
to whofe hearts «God hath fhi- 
ned,” to fhow his glory * in’ the 
_ face of Jefus Chrift,”’ have a new 
nature ;. fo far ‘therefore as they 
a&t under its influence, or a& in 
character as Chriftians, they’ en- 
deavor to meet the approbation of 
him, who hath gracioufly ‘quick- 
ened them, and accepted their 
perfons in Chrift ; and given them 
the * {pirit of adoption.” So far 
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as this fpirit prevails in them, they 


| realize that they, ‘are bought 


with a price,”, and feel difpofed 
to pleafe him, «¢ who hath fo loved 
the world that he gave his only be. 
gotten fon that whofoever believ- 
eth in him fhould not perifh, but 
have everlafting’ life.” ‘ They are 
equally difpofed to pleafe him, 
“ who was wounded for their 
tranfgreffions, and bruifed for their 
iniquities.”” ‘They ‘ are indeed 
dead unto fin, but alive unto God 
through Jefus Chrift.”? © Their 
language is like that of the fweet 
finger of Ifrael, <* I delight to do 
thy will O my God; yea thy law 
is in my heart? % eos > i 

As the affetionate wife, with 
refpect ‘to her perfon, and the 
management of all her concern’, 
feeks'to pleafe her hufband, wheth- 
er fhe is in, or out of his prefence, 
fo perfons ‘enlightened into the 
truth, and allied to Chrift, who 
is the chiefeft among ten thou- 
faid and altogether lovely,”? much 
inore, “ labor whether prefent or 
abfent to be accepted of him.?? 
They labor to pleafe him, not 
merely in fome tranfient warmth 
of affection, or upon fome public 
occafion, but uniformly, and even 
in the moft retired fituation. Moft 
fincerely they adopt the following 
prayer, made by the man after 
God’s: own heart, ‘ Search ma, 
O God, and know my heart : try 
me, and know my thoughts. 
And fee if there be any wicked 
way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlafting.”” 

I am far from fuppofing, that 
thofe enlightened from above, are 
perfeét in the love of God and 
man ; but imagine neverthelefs, 


that it is the governing defire of 


their hearts to love and ferve the 
Lord—that they are difpofed to 


watch—pray—jight the good fight 
of faith—ta lay hold upon eternal lift 
- 1 
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—to goon unto perfection. Each one , 


fn the language of Paul fays, “«T 
‘count not myfelf to have appre- 
‘hended ; but this one thing I do, 
‘forgetting thofe things which are 
dehind, I prefs toward the mark 
of the prize of the high calling 
‘ef God in Chrift Jefus.”” 
“Jam, dear Chriftian Friend, 
' yours in Chrift. 
ae VIATOR. 
(Fo be continued. ) 


Refledions on God’s feeding his an- 
* cient church with Manna. 
Tis well known, to all, who 
have any acquaintance with 
facred hiftory, that the children 
of Ifrael, after they came out of 
the land of Egypt, where they 
had endured moft cruel fervitude, 


were made to journey forty years | 


through a wildernefs. ‘This jour- 
ney, with all their wanderings and 
all the difficulties, dangers, and 
_ loffes they met with, was of divine 
appointment, and neceflary to 
prepare that people to enter the 
promifed land. The holy fover- 
eign of the univerfe was now 
Sumbling and proving them.— 
Among the methods which God 


‘. took to humble Lfrael, Mofes par- 


ticularly fpeaks of his feeding 
‘them with manna. Deut. viii. 16. 
Who fed thee in the wilderne[s with 
manna, which thy fathers knew not, 
that hé might humble thee, and that 
he might prove thee, to do thee good 
at thy latter end. — 

This manna was miraculous 
bread, rained down from heaven. 
Tt was to be found every day in 
the week, excepting the fabbath, 
No man was able to make the 
leaft gain of it, by gathering large 
quantities; for if they left the 
gatherings of one day over night, 
by the next morning it would 
contain worms, and become en- 


tirely unfit for ufe. On the fixth 


On God's feeding Ifrael with Manna. 


6x 


day, hovever, they might gather 
double the quantity which they 
did on other days, for fuch was 
the wonderful providence of God, 
that this bread from heaven, if 
laid up with reference to the fab- 
bath, would retain all its fweetnefs 
and delicioufnefs unhurt. Tho’ 
fo difficult to be kept, in ordinary 
cafes, even overone night, yet Mo- 
fes, by divine command, laid up a 
pot of this manna, that fucceeding 
generations might fee with what 
bread God fed the children of 
Ifrael in the wildernefs ; and this 
was preferved hundreds of years. 
For the fpace of forty years, God 
ceafed not to fend a fupply of this 
food for the whole congregation. 
Thus wonderfully did the Moft 
High diftinguifh the children 
of If{rael from all other nations, by 
the manner of their being fupport- 
ed. It was far from being fo 
with their fathers. Abraham, 
Ifaac and Jacob, from whom they 
defcended, were hufbandmen, and 
cultivators of the earth. God 
did not provide for them miracu- 


| loufly ; but they fupported them- 


'felves, and their numerous fami- 


lies, by the fweat of the brow, 


Therefore Mofes faid to them— 


God fed thee in the wilderne/s with 
manna, which thy fathers knew not. 
Such a thing had never been 
known or heard af, before it was 
done for them. 

Should we not fuppofe, at firft 
view, that to be thus miraculoufly 
fupported, day after day, and 
year after year, would be viewed 
by them as a great and diftin- 
guifhing honor, and that they 


were rather in danger of being 


proud of it ? Should we not fup- 


pofe it would be gratifying to the 
feelings even of the natural heart 
to be ascertain as the children 
of Ifrael were of daily food, and 
to obtain it with fo much eafe, 
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and at fo little expenfe? They had | all were well provided for, but not 


no occafion to endure the fatigues 
of the feed-time and harveft, nor 
had they any anxiety, left their 
profpedts fhould be cut fhort, by 
untimely frofts, or blafis. Yet 
Mofes exprefsly fays, God fed 


them in this way that they might. 


be humbled and proved. How 
can we view this as a method 
made ufe of by God, to bumble 
them ? 

This queftion will not be diffi- 
cult to folve, if we keep in mind 
the natural feelings of the human 
heart. All mankind, in a ftate 
of nature, afpire after riches. and 
worldly greatnefs. The natural 
heart has no defive of laying up a 
treafure any where but in this 
world. The idea of accumula- 
ting property, of increafing world- 
ly fubfiance, is, with moft men, 
a darling one. 


one of them was rich, nor was 
there any way for one to get 
above another. So eager was 
their defire to make gain of the 
manna, that they, at firlt, broke 
over the divine command and be- 
gan to hoard up, but what they 
gathered foon became naufeous 
tothem. Thus was their ambi« 
tion checked, and thus were their 
proud hearts mortified. Their fa- 
thers Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob 
were men of large poffeffions, had 
many fervants, and while they 
lived, they were continually ad- 
ding to their wealth, and were 
accounted great and honorable in 
the earth. The fame things were 
coveted by them, but they found 
themfelves reftricted by being fed 
with manna. We may eafily fee, 
therefore, that this difpenfation of 


With a view to | God, though in reality a great 


perfonal diftinGtion, and felf-exalt- | blefling and honor to his people, 


ation, each one is ambitious to 
colleét and poflefs more of this 
world than his neighbor. To ob- 
tain this end, fome are planning 
one way, and fome another, and 
they are continually taking advan- 
tage of the failuresand defeGts of 
ezch other’s plans. "That there 
is this thirfting for property a- 
mong mankind is very manifeft. 
It is a charadteriftic of the depra- 
ved heart. Do we not already fee, 
therefore, that God’s feeding the 
children of Ifrael with manna was 
wifely fitted to Aumble them? 
He fed them faithfully and deli- 
cioufly, but he effeGtually thut the 
door againft their amafling prop- 
erty and growing rich, They 
had food in plenty from day to 
day, but they could not hoard up 
a fingle grain of the manna 3; for 
it would not keep. In this dif- 
penfation of his providence, God 
combatted all their notions of 


greatnels and grandeur. They 


was pointed direétly againft their 
proud and felfith hearts. : 

To the hearts of the unfanéi- 
fied, the thought of dependence is 
painful. They wifh to have eve- 
ry thing, on which their happinefs 
depends, is their own hands, and 
at their own difpofal. This be- 
ing the natural feeling of the hu- 
man heart, how wifely fuited to 
humble Lrael was'God’s appoint- 
ment in feeding them with man- 
na? Nothing could be more fo. 
While he manifefted the greateft 
care and tendernefs for them, he 
croffed all the feelings of their 
proud and afpiring hearts ; - for 
they were kept in a ftate of abfo- 
lute dependence from day to day. 
On the return of each night, they 
gave their eyes to fleep without 


having a morfel of bread, or any 


thing with which it might be 
made, in their dwellings. Their 
whole dependence was on the 
mere bounty and promife of God, 
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They lived as it is fometimes ex- 
prefled, from hand to mouth. It 
was fomething like taking all the 
poffeffions of a rich man from his 
hands, and giving him-his ftated 
meals, without fuffering him to 
have any thing which he might 
all his own. 

An interefting application of 
thefe thoughts may be made to 
the Chriftian life. This manna 
was typical of the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, who is the bread of eter- 
nal life, as appears from John vi. 
48—51. Lam that bread of life. 
Your fathers did cat manna in the 
wilderne/s, and are dead. This is 
the bread which cometh down from 
heaven, that a man may eat thereof 
and not die. I am the living bread 
avhich came down from heaven : If 
any man eat of this bread, he fhall 
live forever : and the bread that I 
aill give is my flefh, which I will 
give for the life of the world. 
Rey. ii. 17. it is faid—To him 
that overcometh will [ give to eat of 
the hidden manna. God’s children 
are as dependent for f{piritual food, 

-as the Ifraclites were for their 
manna, As well may we fuppofe 
that our bodies can fabfift without 

- food, as that the renewed foul can 

live without partaking of the 
heavenly manna, without fome 
fpiritual refrefhing from Jefus 

Chrift. Muft Chriftians, then, 

feed upon the bread which came 
down from heaven, the hidden 
manna? How do they get fup- 
plied ? In the fame way that the 

{fraelites did with their daily food. 

God does not fet them up with a 

ftock or fufficiency at once. This 
is very far from being the cafe. 

He keeps them quite poor and 

empty in themfelves, and fupplies 

’ them from one minute to another, 

according as he fees they need. 

In this way his own glory is moft 

difplayed, and their fafety beft fc- 
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cured. The whole dependence 
of Chriftiansfor that {piritual food, 
which they need, is on the mere 
mercy and promife of God, juft ae 
it was with the children of Ifrael, 
in regard to their food for each 
fucceeding day. They ate all the 
food they had every day, and lay 
down at night, without having the 
leaft help in themfelves. They 
were poor and perfectly. deftitute. 
If God had not interpofed for 
them every day, they muit inevi- 
tably have perithed. It is jult fo 
with Chriftians in regard to {pirit- 
ual things. ‘They are in a flate of 
abfolute dependence from one day, 
and from one minute to another, 
They have no grace which they 
keepin ftore, and to which they 
can repair for fupport under heavy 
and unexpected trials, or to enjoy 
fpecial privileges. How they fhall 
feel under fome great trial which 
they have in profpect, or when 
they may come to fpecial ordinan- 
ces, they know not, becaufe in 
themfelves they find no help nor 
ftrength. The prophet Hofea 
fpeaks of the Lord’s raining right- 
eoufne/s upon his people ; and thefe 
thoughts fhow us how we are to 
underftand him. As the manna 
was rained down from heaven, fo 
righteoufnefs is rained from heav- 
en on the childrenof God. For 
that peace of confcience, that 
joy in the Holy Ghoft, that in- 
creafe of grace and perfeverance 
therein, which are fo neceflary te 
the Chriftian charaéter, they are 
dependent from one moment to 
another. All holy exercifes, fuch 
as fubmiffion and quietnefs under 
trials, faith in divine promifes, 
longings of foul after dod, and 
benevolence toward men, are from 
heaven, and are fruits of the Holy 
Spirit. Chriftians have God’s 
promife that they hall be fupport- 
ed, and this is their whole fecurity. 
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“It becomes them therefore, to 
fay as the apoftle Paul did, By 
the grace of God we are what we 
are. 


A Narrative of a revival of relt- 
gion in Middlebury, a parifh of 
Waterbury, in the years 1799 and 
1800, communicated to the Edi- 
tors by the Rev. Ira Hart, paf- 
tor of the church in faid place. 


GENTLEMEN, 

AVING read with much 
pleafure and profit, the ac- 
counts in your very ufeful Maga- 
zine, of the late wonderful work 
of God in this and the adjacent 
{tates ; I feelencouraged tofend you 
anarrative of what the fame benefi- 
cent and merciful being has done for 
us in this place. Altho the num- 
ber of the converted or convinced 
here is not fo great as in forme oth- 
er places of which you have pub- 
lifhed an account ; yet enough has 
been done to awaken many flum- 
bering Chriftians to more exalted 
and pure devotion, and to excite 
praifes to Zion’s king from many 
who were fpiritually dead. It is 
animating indeed, to hear the for- 
mer worldling, {peak affeCtionate- 
ly and feelingly of the gofpel of 
Jefus Chrift; the oppofer com- 
mending the do¢trines of grace ; 
and to fee the once gay and vola- 
tile youth take each other by the 
hand, faying “ come and let us go 
up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the houfe of the God of Jacob, 
and He will teach us of his ways, 
and we will walk in his paths.* 
The Lord will build up Jerufalem 

let us be glad and rejoice. 

This fociety is but lately form- 
ed, and I am the firft fettled min- 
ifter. Jam informed that fome 
years fince, there was a {mall re- 
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vival of religion, and feveral pers 
fons added to the church. At 
the time of my fettlement, while 
every thing elfe appeared favora- 
ble, the {pirit and power of vital 
piety feemed almoft gone. There 
was a commendable and general 
punctuality in attending public 
worfhip on the fabbath; but not 
that animation; that fixed;engaged 
attention and folemnity, which 
charaGterize thofe who tread the 
courts of the Lord to be fed with 
the bread of life and the waters of 
life. We had a number of pray- 
ing families, but alas too many, 
in which the morning and evening 
facrifice was not offered to God, 
and no fupplication made by par- 
ents, for the gracious prefence of 
the Redeemer with themfelves and 
their children. 

Several cafes of difcipline ex- 
ifted in the church, which required 
the tendereft management and lay 
upon the brethren asa heavy bur- 
den. All faw and acknowledged 
the evil and longed to have it re- 
moved, but in the general inaGtiv- 
ity and difcouragement,. and ow- 
ing perhaps in fome degree to the 
want of a fettled minifter nothing 
effectual had been done. The 
church appeared timid, and fome 
of the enemies of the crofs exul« 
ted and caft reproach. It will 
appear however, that our finful 
fears were not realized ; and that 
Chrift, the great head of the 
church, caufed the fweet influen« 
ces of his grace to break forth 
from this very quarter, whence we 
expected trouble and danger, on 
which .we grounded our fears of 
difunion, and which appeared at 
the time to hang over us as a 
portentous cloud. 

Returning home from fome pla. 
ces where there was a revival, my 
mind became impreffed with the 
idea, that nothing fo effeCtually 
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kept off the divine bleffing from 
tis as our negle&t of thofe cafes of 
difcipline.. The church were ur- 
ged to proceed immediately, and 
being foon convinced that refor- 
mation muft becin at the houfe of 
God, etitered into” the affair with 
fpirit. I foon found that individ- 
uals had for fome time paft been 
wreftling with God in prayer, and 
had a ftrong hope that what they 
heard from other places, would 
be foon realized here. This help- 
ed to encourage theth and others 
to. proceed againit an offending 
brother without delay. Iu July, 
a complaint was regularly exhibi- 
ted, anda day for the trial ap- 
pointed. A circumftance now 
took place which fhewed that the 
Lord was on our fide. Though 
the accufed, a managed about 80, 
appeared for fome time not to re- 
gard the fummons of the church, 
and tho’ pains were taken to fup- 
prefs the evidence ; yet fuch was 
the power of God, that he found 
no peace, till his heart melted, 
and he appeared and plead guilty 

~to the complaint. | His venerable 
appearance, his apparent deep-felt 
penitence and humility, rendered 
the feene peculiarly affeGting to 
the church and to his own family. 
On his confeffion, which was pub- 
lic, he was reftored to our charity 
and communion. It was indeed a 
folemn tranfaCtion, and feemed to 
intereft the whole audience and to 
make an irapreffion highly favora- 
ble to religion. 

Soon after, returning from-a 
neighboring focicty, T called at his 
houfe. I perceived a tlranger 
prefent and a confiderable altera- 
tion in the countenances of the 
family ; but whether there was 
any thing {pecial, or whether their 
feelings were unfavorably excited, 
on account of my condué in the 
late affair of difcipline, I knew 
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not. Judge then my agreeable 
farprife when foon called upon by 
the mother in tear'sto anfwer to 
her daughter and the ftranger the 
great queftion, “what fhall we do 
to be faved ?”? To this unexpett- 
ed queftion I gave the feripture 
anfwer, and {oon found they 
were indeed pricked inthceir hearts. 
And here, thelate awakening with 
which a merciful and fovereiga 
God hath vifited us, may be 
properly faid to begin. It was 
foon found that other members of 
the fame family were in’ a fimilar 
ftate of conviction. ‘This inter- 
pofition of God was too ftriking 

.to pafs unnoticed—It manifefted 
tothe church, and to all, that the 
way of duty is the way of fafetys 
and the way in which divine blefs 
fings are ufually difpenfed. It 
ferved toaroufethe friends of Zion. 
They awoke from difcouragement 
and declenfion ; and their hearts 
and mouths began to open on the 
fubje& of religion. It was judg- 
ed proper, though in the moft bu- 
fy feafon of the year, immediate- 
ly to appoint occafional lectures» 
T'hefe were firft preached at pri- 
vate houfes, but thé number of 
hearers foon made it neceflary to 
attend in the meeting houfe. 
Thefe leGQures were feveral of 
them preached by neighboring 
minifters, to whom we are greatly 
indebted for their kind inttru@tions 
and labors of love. New cafes of 
convi€tion foon occurred in differ- 
ent parts of the fociety; the full 
{mall voice of God, here and 
there fpake to fundry carelefs and 
fecurefinners, caufing great diftrefs 
of mind and a moft anxious enqui- 
ry after the way of efcape fron: 
the wrath to come. Our lectures 
were ferioufly and folemnly at 
tended; the fabbath was a folemm 
day ; in private companies, and 
in the corners of the ftreets relia 
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gion was the theme of converfa- 
tion. - Profeffimg Chriftians con- 
feffed with tears their fhort com- 
ings, in duty and the wound the 
bleffed Redeemer had here receiv- 
edinthe houfe of his friends. They 
looked back with grief and won- 
der upon themfelves and melted 
with contrition before God.— 
The aged and the young were 
agreed in faying, * It was never 
fo feen in our Hrael.”? ‘The call 
for religious inftruction was now 
‘fo great that it became neceflary 
befides the JeGtures to eftablifh 
conferences, which were attended 
by numbers with great ferionfnefs 
and profit. — 

As feveral of the firft cafes of 
. conviction were among the youth, 
a ferious oppofition was on the 
eve of commencing among fome 
of the young people, who objec- 
ted to the religious attention of 
their companions as calculated to 
deftroy their amufements. On 
thefe they were bent: take thefe 
away, they could almoft fay with 
Micah, ‘Ye have taken away my 
Gods, and what have I more?” 
A merciful God interpofed and 
taught them'that the work was his 
own. They wifely and prudently 
defifted, that they might not be 
found fighting againft God. One 
young man, on the appearance of 
religious concern amongthe youth, 
began profanely to ridicule thofe 
who were under diftrefs of mind, 
In the midft of his career, he at- 
tended public worfhip on the fab- 
bath, and as he entered the gal- 
lery, God met and pierced him 
with a fharp arrow of conviction. 
He ftumbled to a feat, and amid 
the horrors of a guilty, awakened 
confcience, fat trembling in view 
of truth and the awful iniquity of 
his heart ; and foon after teftified 
to the excellency of that Saviour 
and that religion which he before 
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defpifed. Tis providence was I 
believe generally received by the 
youth as an admonition from heav- 
en. They gave up thet vain 
amufements, crouded te conferen- 
ces and leétures, and a goodly 
number of them have, as we char- 
itably hope, been brought from 
darknefsto light. It was indeed 
a glorious feafon ; a feafon which 
will long be remembered by many 
precious fouls, as the time of their 
efpoufais to Chrift. 

At the clofe of the year, I 
found the number of perfons feri- 
oufly imprefled to be about 7o— 
14 of this number belonged to 
the Epifcopal fociety, but as they 
had not conftant preaching in their 
own church, they generally attend- 
ed with us. Some had already 
obtained a hope of cordial recon- 
ciliation to God through Jefus 
Chrift, but many others refufed 
to fubmit themfelves to Chrift on 
the terms of the gofpel. Tothe 
number above mentioned who ap- 
peared to be under great diftrefs 
of mind, may probably be added 
many others who were more or 
lefs alarmed, as there was an al- 
moft general appearance of feri- 
oufnefs and alarm throughout the 
fociety. 

Confidering the importance of 
a right judgment of ourfelves, in 
the view of divine truth, and the 
extreme danger of thofe who fet-’ 
tle down on a falfe profeffion, I 
judged it proper, not to encour- 
age thofe who had obtained hopes, 
to a fudden union with the church. 
The duty of felf-examination, and 
a faithful. comparifon of their 
views and exercifes with the truths 
of God’s word were ftrongly urged, 
that they might not*come to the 
golpel feaft without a « wedding 
garment,” or conformity of heart 
to Chriit. No addition to the 
church from among them took 
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place until the fummer of 1800, 
when at different times 35 were 
received, 6 have been fince admit- 
‘ted making in the whole 41. Of 
thefe afew had entertained a pre- 
vious hope, and receiving frefh 
anointing from the Lord during 
this revival, were emboldened to 
appear openly for Chrift. A con- 
fiderable number remain, of whom 
we cannot forbear to think favora- 
bly, and to hope that they have 
a from death to life. Speak- 
ng to one of them on the duty 
of a acknowledging what Chrit 
had done for her foul, fhe replied, 
*¢ T acknowledge the duty, but 1 
am afraid I have not experienced 
true religion. It is a great thing 
to profefs religion. I am afraid 
I donot aét for the glory of God. 
I am unprepared and durft not 
come.” On being told that thofe 
who had come forward {poke the 
fame language, and exprefied the 
fame fears, fhe replied, ‘‘ I hope 
and truft they are prepared, but 
I am afraid my wicked heart has 
not like theirs been bowed to the 
will of Chrift:?? Remarking to 
her further that as it was a great 
thing to profefs religion, it mutt 
bea great thing to make no profel- 
fion, fhe replied, «< I have no ex- 
cufe but what-condemas me, I 
-fit and fee the church, communion 
days, and think my heart is with 
them. I often weep and long 
and refolve to be foon with them, 
if I may; but what am I? I am 
not worthy to be there. Chrift 
expects there to find his friends, 
and I. am afraid I have not yet 
truly received him on his own 
terms.”? We indulge a pleafing 
hope that a number more will be 
added to our Zion. 
The awakening has embraced 
perfons of almoft all ages from 15 
to65. OF thofe united with the 


church 17 were young people, 6 ; 
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males and 11 females. Of the 
whole number 41, 24 were females 
and 17 males. Excepting the 17 
young perfons, the remainder were 
moftly young heads of families. 
This gives 2 hopeful profpe€ that 
the rifing generation will more ex- 
tenfively enjoy the great bleffings 
of family prayer and religious in- 
firuG@tion. Thefe bleffings it 1s 
hoped will be more highly valued 
than they havebeen, forthe greater 
part of the convictions and hope-, 
ful converfions among us, have 
exifted in families of prayer, and 
whete one er both of the parents 
were profefling Chriftians. The 
fovereignty of God has been emi- 
nently difplayed in this revival. 
Not thofe whom we expected, but 
thofe whom God pleafed, were 
called to repentance. One is ta- 
ken and another left. Great ex- 
ertions and pains were beftswed on 
fome who yet remain unconcern- 
ed ; while upon another, a tran- 
fient remark, or the occafional 
quotation of a text of fcripture, 
in the hands.of God, became ef- 
fe@ual to conviétion and falvation. 

From what God has done for 
us, it is thought, all churches may 
learn the importance and fafety 
of faithfully maintaining the dif- 
cipline which Chrit has eftablifh- 
ed, for the recovery of his erring 
children. If the difcipline of the 
church is conduétd with the pru- 
dence, vigilance and brotherly 
love which the cafe requires, the 
bleffiag of God may be confident~ 
ly expected. 

It gives me unfpeakable_pleaf- 
ure to mention the general good 
condué of thofe, particularly the 
youths, who have made a public 
profeffion of religion. “ By their 
fruits ye fhall know them,’’ is the 
maxim of Chrift, and it is hoped 
they will continue by exemplary 
lives to manifeft to the vorld that 
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they have béen with Jefus, have 
imbibed his fpirit, and are like 
him devoted to honor and glorify 
their father who isin heaven. In 
a. world like this we cannot in- 
dulge the hope that there are no 
tares among the wheat ; yet, at 
prefent, appearances are favorable. 

The effeét of the awakening on 
the morals of the fociety was hap- 
py. It appearedto make chil- 
dren more dutiful to their parents, 
and refpe@tful and kind to others 
and to one another. ‘There was 
an uncommon appearance of 
friendfhip among thofe who were 
enquiring what they fhould doto 
be faved. ‘They appeared to har- 
monize in fentiment, and by means 
of converfation and correfpond- 
ence, have already acquired more 
religions knowledge than they 
would probably have done in the 
whole compafs of their lives, had 
they continued in ftupidity. The 
joy experienced by~Chriitian par- 
ents, whofe children were the fub- 
jects of conviction, was indefcriba- 
ble. Many declared, they never 
enjoyed fuch fatisfaGtion in their 
children before. ‘That now they 
were fond of home, of their bibles, 
of religious converfation, and of 
the domeftic fire-fide : That their 
children were not deftrous of vain, 
gay company or of being abfent 
at late hours, but chofe rather to 


be in their clofets, on their knees, 


feeking an intereft in the mercy of 
God thro Jefus Chrift. To ufe 
their ewn familiarexpreffion, they 
could go to bed and know where 
their dear children were. 

The revival has entirely remo- 
ved one objeétion often made, that 
an awakening is injurious to the 
' temporal bufinefs and property of 
thofe-under diftrefs of mind. The 
revival here began in the moft 
bufy feafon of the year. Le@ures 
and -conferences were frequently 


Revival of Religion in Middlebury. 


[Augusr, 


and numeroufly attended, yet - 
the temporal bufinefs of the peo- 
ple was well done, and in good ° 
time. May I not be indulged the’ 
remark that true religion, inftead 
of leading to idlenefs and diflipa. - 
tion, ever leads people to be dili- 
gent in bufinefs, fervent in f{pirit, 
ferving the. Lord. 

It was common for thofe under 
ferious impreffions to experience 
much eppofition to the do¢trines 
of grace, particularly the juftice 
of God in the eternal punifhment 
of the finally impenitent—divine 
fovereignty—and the eleCting love 
of God ; but they found no folid 
peace or comfert until thofe doc- 
trines were made the foundation 
of their hope. When reconciled 
to. God through the merits ‘of 
his Son, they exprefied: great fur~. 
prife that they had never under- 
itood thefe plain gofpel truths be- 
fore, or beheld their excellency 
and beauty. 

The people under convictions, 
often expreffed to me their fur- 
prife, on finding themfelves fo ig: 
norant in the dotrines and duties 
of real religion, It feemed that 
their former religious advantages 
had been greatly mifimproved, 
their bibles neglected or fealed to 
them. Moit earneftly did. they » 
defire and feek inftruGion, and fo 
different were their feelings from 
what they formerly were, that it 
became a common idea that min- 
ifters preached better than before 
—with more clearnefs and pun- 
gency, and with a particular refer. 
ence to them. ‘With many tears 
did they lament the mifimprove- 
ment of their precious time and 
privileges. They uniformly ‘de- 


clared they had never been happy, 


or enjoyed true peace of mind 
while negleCting Chrift and his 
falvation’; and that they eften 


-enjoyed more fatisfaGtion at one 
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conference than they had ever , 


done in their whole lives, 

Several of the youth confeffed 
that in their purfuit of vain amufe- 
ments, they found no pleafure, 
and lamented that the beft and 
faireft portion of their lives had 
been foolifhly wafted in purfuing 
a phantom, which always kept at 
the fame diftance before them. 
They could not be perfuaded to 
be ina place of fuch amufement, 
and would often appear much af- 
feted while refleQing upon the 
danger they had éefeaped. They 
now felt, how little the thought- 
lefs, volatile youth realize the 
danger of thofe fafcinating amufe- 
ments, which form an impenetra- 
ble barrier to ferious refiection— 
prepare them for the day of adver- 
fity, and athick cloud of diftrefs 
and horror for the bed of death. 

Some account of particular ex- 
ercifes of individuals will be com- 
municated in a future letter. 

I remain, gentlemen, with due 
refpe€t, yours in the bonds of the 
gofpel, 

. Trea Harr, 
Middlebury, June 15, 1802, 
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66 OR thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the 
glory, for ever.”—~The doctrine 
contained in thefe words is my 
confolation; in all my trials and 
affliGiiqns, and in all the appa- 
rently dark fcenes of providence 
which I am called to experience, 
faid a minifter of Jefus, one day, 
as he fat ferioufly converfing with 
the pious Rofetta, upon the 
kingdom and*glory of God.— 
My anthem of praife is, « ‘The 
Lord reigneth, let’the earth re- 
joice.”’” For whea ‘clouds: and 
garknefs are round about him” in 
any of the difpenfations of his 
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providence, then, even “then; 
“‘ righteoufnefs and judgment are 
the habitation of his throne.’? In 
all things God is above us. His 
ways are not our ways, nor his 
thoughts our. thoughts. Chrif- 
tians are too apt to forget this 
peculiarly comforting docirie, fo 
fully expreiled in the» bumble 
form of prayer, which our bleffed 
Redeemer has left on facred re- 
cord, for their ufe, to the end of 
the world.—_How ftrange it is ! 
Anfwered Rofetta,—I have tho’t . 
of it many times,—how flrange 
it is, that 1 was ever brought to 
join with you in the worfhip of 
God ! My parents were of a dif- 
ferent denomination. I knew it 
would be agreeableto them, tojoin 
with them, in public worfhip, 
and embrace their tenets ; and I 
withed to pleafe them. I was 
afraid to afk their confent to join 
the church under your care, left 
I fhould offend them, But my 
heart was filled with joy, when 
upon Mr. ’s afking, for me, 
their confent, in this interefting 
point, they fo freely gave it. It 
was a great trial tome, to let 
them know: the feelings of my 
heart, and how much I defired 
to join with the people of God,’ 
under. your cares, But my  bur- 
den was greatly lightened when I 
made known to them all that I 
had experienced in my foul, and 
found them fo far from cenfuring 
me, as to acknowledge what I 
had experienced might be a work 
of God. Indeed, Sir, how ftrange 
it is, that I never was awakened. 
to any feeling fenfe of my deplos 
rable ftate, as a depraved, guilty, 
miferable finner! For a long 
time, 1 had almoft wholly neg~ 
leGted the public worfhip of God. 


-{ felt no defire to attend it on 


the fabbath. 1 was ftupid, and. 
greatly hardened-in carnal fecuri- 


yo 


ty. Itwas the confererice meet- 
ings in the neighborhood, which 
firft awakened my attention to 
the foul-humbling doGtrines of re- 
ligion.. I feel that I ,have great 
reafon to blefs God, for the ap- 
pointment of them. I cannot but 
hope, they were bleffed by him, 
as the means of bringing me out 
of the darknefs of my former hard- 
ened flate into the marvellous light 
of his gracious kingdom.—Well, 
then, replied the clergyman, you 
fee, from this courfe of provi- 
dence, how evident God has made 
it appear that the kingdom of the 
whole world is his. In this, you 
fee, how all thefe things have ta- 
ken place, and worked together 
for your fpiritual good according 
to his ordering and purpofe ; and 
to all appearanae, among other 
things, for the exprefs end of ma- 
king you.an heir of his gracious 
kingdom. | Had not God ordain- 
ed thefe things—had he not pur- 
pofed, im this way, to convince 
you of fin, and bring you to re- 
Sr would you not have ftill 
ived and died in your fins ?) What 


makes all thefe things, when laid | 


together, appear fo wonderful to 
you is, becaufe it has been from 
firft to laft the planning and‘ gov- 
erning providence of God, and 
not a {cheme of your own-con- 
certing. . Your. ways .and. your 


tho’ts. were different, and would | 


have fill remained fo, had not an 
holy God mercifully appeared in 
drawing your attention to the 
great things of his kingdom.— 
When, therefore, you put the 
queftion to your own heart, How 
is it to be accounted for, that I 
have been brought to fuch an 
humbling fonfe of my fins, and to 
fuch a {weet enjoyment of God ? 
"This is the proper anfwer, « For 
thine is the kingdom,” O my 
God, My change of life is to be 
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confidered, wholly as the happy 
effet of thy merciful, governing 
providence. Left to myfelf, in- 
confiderate and hardened in fin, 
without the bleffiag of thefe gra- 
cious means, I fhould have per- 
ifhed forever in my fins.—How 
ftrange it is, continued Rofetta, 
that I have lived fo long in the 
world, and never have had any 
proper fenfe of the evil of fin, or 
of the glory of God, till the late 
revival of religion among us! I 
frequently think of it with afton- 
ifhment.. How blind I have been 
to all that is beautiful and glori- 
ous! How deaf to the voice of 
the charmer, who {fo affe@tionately 
proclaimed love and good will to 
the fouls of perifhing finners ! 
How infenfible of the all-fubdu- 
ing power, fweetnefs and glory of 
divine grace !—-Oh, how power- 
ful is the work of God! I' fhall 
never forget the memorable time, 
when God imprefled upon my 
heart fuch a deep fenfe of the 
greatnefs of my fins, and of his 
dreadful wrath, as revealed from 
heaven againft all ungodlinefs, 
How like a criminal I then felt. 
Guilty, felf-condemned, my mouth 
was flopped, and I had nothing 
to fay for myfelf. Language can 
but feebly defcribe the anguifh of 
my foul, till, at length, my mind 
was in the moft furprifing man- 
ner brought to fubmit to God; 
and fuddenly impreffed with a de- 
lightful view of his great goodnefs 
and forgiving mercy, through the 
Lord Jefus. And then, how 
memorable the change! Then, 
my mind was filled with inexpref- 
fible joy and rejoicing in God. 
Then, I feemed to be in a new 
world, fo different did every thing 
appear, as flowing from the good- 
nels of God.: O! How could I 
fin as Lhave done againft a God of 
fuch infininite goodnefs! O! How 
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vile I felt before God, as a finner 
dreadfully guilty, and unworthy 
of his notice! And yet, I felt 
unfpeakably happy in _praifing 
him, as an holy and nghteous 
God. The forrows of repentance 
were {fweetly mingled in the cup 
of the moft refrefhing joys. When 
I think of all thefe things, and 
the fweet enjoyment I have fince 
found in waiting upon God in the 
private and public duties of reli- 
gion, I cannot but thinkit ftrange, 
that I fhould have fpent fo many 
years of my life, in a lamentable 
forgetfulnefs of God, infenfible of 
the great evil of fin, and a ftran- 
ger to the refrefhing joys of re- 
ligion. In all this, replied the 
clergyman, we may learn the 
greatnefs of divine power in the 
regeneration of the finner. “ For 
thine is the kingdom, and the 
power.” It is the power of God 
which delivers his chofen ones not 
only from penal evil ; but from 
the fad corruption of moral evil. 
He redeems from captivity, breaks 
open the prifon doors, and anoints 
with the oil of joy, the humble 
mournersin Zion. He not only 
hath a kingdom to beftow ; but 
power to beftow it upon whom 
he will, in fuch a divine manner, 
as to make the happy fubjeé& cor- 
dially willing to receive it, and as 
readily to acknowledge the ever- 
lafting debt of gratitude, which is 
due,in return. After admitting 
the depravity of your own heart 


and your pait inattention to the’ 


duties of religion, the grand rea- 
fon why you never, before, had 
any proper fenfe of the great evil of 
fin,nor any knowledge of the foul- 
refrefhing joys of religion is, be- 
caufe, till then, God never fet 
his word home upon your heart 
with power. That was to you 
the happy day of his power.- It 
was then that he hopefully gave 
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you power to become a child of 
God. As it is written, “ As 
many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the 
fons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name, which were 
born, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flefh, nor of the. will 
of man but of God.’?—When 
God opened your eyes to fee 
the greatnefs of his power 
and glorious majefty, how was 
you ftruck dumb before him! 
How did you tremble, at the 
thought of the great day of his 
wrath !—-And when you felt the 
firoke of the almighty power of 
his grace, like the hammer break- 
ing the hard rock in pieces, how 
fweetly did your heart yield in 
the humbleft fubmiffion before 
him! It was this divine change, 
which firft gave you a true fenfe 
of the loathfome evil of fin, and 
which laid a foundation in your 
foul for fuch ineffable and eternal 
joy in God. You ate, therefore, 
wholly indebted to the mighty 
power of God, for this deliver- 
ance from the darknefs of fin, and 
for all your réjoicing in the pure 
and foul-refrefhing light of the 
gofpel. as 

How ftrange it is! faid Ro- 
fetta, in the moft humble and un- 
affeCted manner, more than two 
years after obtaining a hope of 
having experienced regeneration, 
that I have lived fo long, in fuch 
an high enjoyment of the prefence 
of God and the fweet confola- 
tions of religion. While I feel 
my own imperfeGtions, and my 
continual need of divine help to’ 
preferve me from innumerable fins, 
I cannot be fufficiently thankful 
for the manner, in which I have 
hitherto been permitted to enjoy 
the light of God’s countenance, 
and to reap continual pleafure ia 


the fruitful fields of his holy king- 


~~ 


dom. I can truly fay, I do not 
feel any wearinefs in public wor- 
fhip, nor in any of the other du- 
ties of religion. Many people, 
once faid, wait a little while, and 
all this engagednefs im_ religion 
will be at an end. O! Howlit- 
tle did they know of the power 
of religion ! What ftrangers were 
they to its ever refrefhing joys! 
If I know my own heart, I fill 
hunger and thirft after righteouf- 
nefs. I ftill love the gofpel and 
ordinances of Chrift, and have 
the fame earneit defire, on the 
fabbath, to wait upon God in his 
houfe, for divine inftruction, as I 
then had. I feem to enjoy the 
happy feelings of David, where, 
he fays, “© The Lord is my light, 
and my falvation ; whom fhall I 
fear? The Lord is the ftrength 
of my life, of whom. fhall I be 
afraid ? One thing have I defired 
of the Lord, that will I feek after; 
that I may dwell in the houfe of 
the Lord, all the days of my 
life, to behold the -beauty of 
the Lord, and to enquire in his 
temple.””? When I reflect, upon 
my wnworthinels—what I am 
and what I have been I feel whol- 
undeferving ef fuch great mercies. 
I cannot be fufficiently thankful 
for them, I feel my indebted- 
' nefs to the grace of God for all 


my {piritual enjoyments.—Right, - 


replied the clergyman. Man, left 
to himfelf, has nothing to glory 
in. . What is man, that he fhould 
be clean; who drinketh iniquity 
like water? Behold, God putteth 
no truft in his faints ;. yea, the 
heavens are not clean in his fight. 
Were all the Chriftian’s light, 
and comfort, and {piritual ‘rejoi- 
ciag wholly dependent on: the 
perfeCtion of his obedience, as the 
meritorious caufe, miferable in- 
deed, would he be in this life. 
For, how many are our failings! 
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How imperfe& are our beft fer- 
vices! How many things haye we 
done which we ought not to have 
doné! How little, of what might 
have been done, have we done to-= 
wards building up God’s kingdom 
in the world ! It will, therefore, al- 
ways bé a matter of admiration to 
every real Chriftian, when he feri- 
oufly thinks of his own vilenefs and 
imperfe€tion in holinefs, to realize 
the daily mercies of God to his 
foul. ‘The more careful he is to 
fearch the fcriptures, and to exa- 
mine his own heart, in the matter, 
the more deeply will he be hum- 

led before God—the more will 
he be convinced of his own un- 
worthinefs, and that all the glory 
of his falvation from firft to laft 
belongs to God. This view of 
things prepares a fallen creature 
underftandingly and feelingly to _ 
make ufe of thefe very. inftructive 
exprefiions, in the prayer enjoined 
by our Lord, ‘* For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever ;” and to give his 
hearty confent to them, by fay- 
So be it. Now, 
{feel and know this to be true 
by .experience. Not only the 
kingdom, and the power, but 
the glory too is forever the’ Lord’s, 
according to the fong of the pi- 
ous plalmift, “‘ Ye that fear the 
Lord, trnft in the Lord: he is 
their help and their fhield. He 
will blefs them that fear the Lord, 
both {mall and great. Not unto 
us, O Lord, not unto-us, but un- 
to thy name give glory, for thy 
mercy, and for thy truth’s fake.” 

ZEPHO. 
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“Though he flay me, yet will I truft 


in him : but 1 will maintain mine 
own ways before him.” . 

HE weaknefs and imperfec- 

tion of even eminent faints, 
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in this ftate of trial, are vifible in 
this venerable character. If in 
times of tribulation, any are ready 
to conclude there has been no for- 
row like their forrow, let them 
read attentively this book 5 which 
alfo vindicates the ways of God 
to man, in his moit rigorous deal- 
ings withus. Job’s cafe was very 
fingular ; the Lord had laid his 
hand heavy upon all he poffeffed. 
His earthly fubftance and children 
were taken away with a ftroke. 


His own perfon was grievoufly. 


afditted—among his friends he 
had no comforter, not even the 
wife of his’ bofom. His three 
pretended friends infifted that the 
peculiar dealings of an holy God 
with Job, were an evidence of hy- 
‘pocrify ; and that he did not deal 
thus with his own children. This 
was the point of difcuffion be- 
tween Job and his friends. Verfe 
preceding, “ Wherefore do I take 
amy flefh in my teeth, and put my 
life in mine hand ? If in this life 
of probation, God affliteth none 
fo greatly but the wicked, why 
“js it thus with me? You would 
drive me to defperation ; but why 
fhould I do thus? I have no war- 
rant or reafon to conclude as you 
fuggeft, or to defpair of the mer- 
cy of God.”’ The text for con- 
fideration follows ; “‘i'hough he 
flay me, yet will I truft in him: 
‘but I will maintain mine own 
“ways before him.” ‘There are 
two diftiné thoughts in this text, 
which, at firft view, may feem to 
be contradiGtory ; but if careful- 
ly examined and compared, may 
be reconciled, as the confiftent 
language of a child of God, great- 
ly tried, but not wholly forfaken. 
- he firft part of the text is 
highly expreflive of a right fpirit ; 
a fpirit of love to God, confidence 
in him, and of unreferved fubmif- 
fion to him : Tho’ he flay me, ‘yet 
Von. TH. No. 2. 
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will I truf? in him.  Heis Ged 
only wife, holy, faithful and alls 
fufficient; His government im- 
mutably perfect, and univerfal: 
However the clouds gather black- 
nefs, and he may feem to come 
forth againft me as an enemy, and. 


| my way’ be hedged up; yet, liv- 


jag and dying, J willtruft in him; 
confiding in the end and iffue of 
all for God’s glory, and my own 
beft good.” Chap. xxiii.’ 8, 9} 
to. * Behold, I go forward, but 
he is not there s and backward, 
but E cannot perceive him 3 on 
the left hand, where he doth 
work, but I cannot behold him ; 
he hideth himfelf on the riche 
hand, that I cannot fee him : but 
he knoweth the way that I take: 
when he hath tried me, I fhall 
come forth as gold.” 

The fecond thoucht in the text 


is, but J will maintain mine own _ 


ways before him. The word tranf\ 
lated maintain, might be rendered; 
reafon, or expoftulate; which I 
conceive to be the true import. 
The fenfe thea will be, “ Tho’ £ 
will truft in him, living and dyine, 
yet, with humble fubmiffion, will 
I, in prayer, expoftulate with 
God. ‘To his tribunal do I ap- 
peal, making full and free confef 
fion of the whole courfe of my 
life; what I have dose amifs, I, 
will freely confefs, and make fup- 
plication to my judge for pardon. 
Were I confeious to myfelf that 
I am only an hypocrite, as my 
| friends infinuate, [ could not with 


freedom and confidence come néar 


ee re a 


and pléad with God. But he is 
my truft and falvation, and will 
appear for me ; if notin this life, 
yet in another.” This fenfe is 
juttified by the following contest. 
« He alfo fhall be my falvation ; 
for an hypocrite fhall not ccme 
before him.” verfes 21 to 23, 
Withdraw thine 


| 6 hand far from 


K 
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me ; and let not thy dread make 
me afraid, then call thou, and I 
will anfwer, or let me {peak, and 
anfwer thou me. How many are 
mine iniquities and my fins? make 
meto know my tranfgreffion and 
my fin.” See indeed all the fuc- 
ceeding verfes of this, with the 
whole of the following chapter, 
in which the fame fpeech is con- 
tinued. Chap. ix. 15. ‘* Whom, 
tho’ I were righteous, yet would 
J not anfwer, but I would make 
‘fupplication to my judge.’? 

The text thus explained, admits 
of fome ufeful refle€tions, "There 
is an uniformity in unreferved truft 
in and fubmiffion to God, and fa- 
miliar expoftulation in prayer with 
him. Separate thefe, and there 
is a want of confiftency. To 
profefs confidence and fubmiffion 
to God, and yet livea prayerlefs 
life, isinconfiftent. It is not lefs 
fo, to pretend to pray unto God, 
and yet neither truft in him, nor 
properly fubmit to him. A time 
of great darknefs and affliction, 
is a time of trial At fuch a 
time, fome are ready to fay, “ O, 
I could freely truft in God, if he 
would but manifeft the light of 
his countenance, and fmooth the 
rugged way*before me. I could 
fubmit to God, i he would {pare 
this bofom friend, thefe children, 
This or that ontward comfort, or 
give me eafe and health of body.” 
thatis, if he would firf fuffer you 
to make your full choice, and 
gratify your inclination. Feeble 
truft! wretched fubmiffion ! they 
deferve notthe name. ‘True con- 
fidence in God, and unreferved 
fubmiffion to hima, are infeparable ; 
then alfo, with a filial fweetnefs 
and freedom, may we plead with 
him in prayer, fpreading all our 
forrows before him, without com- 
plaining. 

Such a tru and fubmiffion are 
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at all times our indifpenfible du- 
ty, even in times of the greateit 
trials. In no cafe in which we 
can ever be in this ftate, with the 
free exercife of reafon, may we 
be excufed from the prevailing ex- 
ercife of thefe graces. Surely a 
{pirit of real piety will thus ditate. 

The expreflion, tho’ he flay me, 
yet will I truft in him, implies that 
we freely continue in our entire 
confidence in God, and walk with 
him, although it coft all that is 


. dear to us from the world, and 


even hfe itfelf. Heb. xi. 35. 
‘¢ Not accepting deliverance, that 
they might obtain a better refur- 
rection.”? The foul depends on 
God for the faithful performance 
of the divine promifes, when all 
the avenues leading to it appear 
to be clofed up. Rom. iv. 18. 
“* Who againft hope, believed in 
hope.”” Thus Abraham fojourn- 
ed in a ftrange land; and offered 
up his fon Haac, the heir of the 
promifes, believing him to be 
faithful who had promifed... Un- 
der the governing influence of this 
grace, the foul rejoices in God, 
under all trials, living and dying ; 
leaving all with him, with this 
precious confolation, if it had no 
other, that God in all things will 
be glorified. 

Surely,’ to'them who love and 
confide ina holy and faithful God, 
it is a confolation that he governs 
the world—that he will do right 
—will bring good out of evil— 
clouds and darknefs may be round 
about him, yet juftice and judg- 
ment are the habitation. of his 
throne. The end is fecure from 
the beginning, and fhall be glori- 
ous. Is not the glory of Ged in- 


_comparably the beft end? Should 


it not be uniformly’ our higheft 
end, and chief aim ? Who can fo 
well determine ‘how this great end: 
fhall be in the beft manner anfwer» 
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ed, in alk things, as infinite wife | 


dom? Wherefore then fhould any 
creature quarrel with the divine 
decrees? Why not rejoice, in the 
greateft conflicts, and the darkeft 
times, that God governs the 
world. 

The glory of God involves the 
greateft good. Happy, if the 
defire of ur foul, and the tenor 
of our lives concentred in this, 
Jet what ever may be allotted for 
us, in the government of our heav- 
enly father. 
get to a fovereign, holy God, the 
better. Then, confiftently with 
humility, fubmiffion and _trutt, 
may we plead with /God—with 
the freedom of filial prayer, ex- 
poftulate with him. Is not this 


The nearer we thus 


the root’ of the :matter ? Tf fo, , 


let our eye be on it continually, 
not only for perfonal and family, 
but general mercies, through Je- 


abroad ; encouraging ourfelves in | 
God... Thus waiting‘on the Lord | 


continually, however great our 
trials in this militant flate may be, 
internal and external forrows will 
not meet in full force, like two 
violent feas, and make horrid fhip- 
wreck ; we fhall be fupported, 
and reft on the rock of ages. 


CLIO. 
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Memoirs of the late Deacon Benja- 
* min Thomas of Middleborough in 
Moaffachufetts. 


-WE was born, O& A. D. 
1721, of reputable parents, 

who died when he was young. 
His advantages for receiving an 
education, in-his youth, were ve- 
ry fmall: But he was endowed, 
by his beneficent Creator, with a 
folid judgment, and good mental 
abilities, which, added to his un- 
doubted honefty and integrity, oc- 
eafioned his being repeatedly cal- 


is 


led by his fellow citizens torepres 
fent them inthe general court of 
the Commonwealth ;. efpecially at 
times of difficulty and difcontent, 
when wifdom and difcretion were 
peculiarly needed. ‘He was alfo 
amember of that honorable Con- 
vention in Maflachufetts, whode- 
liberately examined, and prudent- 
ly adopted, the Federal Conftitu- 
tion, which hath been productive 
of fo much profperity to our hap- 
py country. 

Whilft he was an apprentice to 


“atrade, and hardly nineteen years 


of age, he was ftruck under con- 
viction. It pleafed the gracious 
fovereign to ftop him in his career 
of youthful vanity and folly, for 
which he entertained as high a rel- 
ifh as other youth. To get relief 
from his painful conviction, he 
prattifed fecret prayer. But this 


expedient was ineffeftual ; for 
fus Chrift—for Zion at home and | 


God was pleafed to increafe his 
convidtion. He had a feeling 
fenfe of the total depravity of the 
human heart ; and of his enmity 
and oppolition to God and his 
moral government ; though, at 
that time, thefe were fubjects, 
which he had never heard from 
the pulpit. This view of his own 
heart deftroyed all his hope, which 
had been raifed and cherifhed, by 
his performance of religious duties. 
And he was made to fee that the 
falvation of a finner is wholly of 
free grace ; and to bow, in fub- 
miffion, to the holy fovereign of 
the univerfe ;—he was. hopefully 
converted; and, fhortly after, 
made a public profeflion of reli- 
gion, the fincerity of which hath 
been fince evinced during a life 
of fixty years. 

He fuftained the office of Dea- 
con, above twenty-three years ; 
and fo difcharged its duties, asto 
acquire honor to himfelf, and to 
promote the: edification of others. 
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He was’ a man of gifts ; and his 
gifts ‘were not beftowed, in vain. 
He ufed them in the fervice of 
true religion. No Chriftian could 
hear him conyerfe upon religion, 
erpray, ¢ ipfbially, without receiv- 
sng pieafure and edification ; for 
he difcovered great fimplicity and 
godly fincerity. — » 

He.was,a Chriftian, who evi- 
dently grew in grace; and remark. 
ably fo, ina few of his laft years. 
He fhone brighter and brighter 
until he departed to the perfect 
day. 

As he had lived a long life of 
religion, it pleafed God to give 
him its comforts on his death-bed. 
He was confined feveral weeks, by 


his laft illnefs, and was called to. 


endure a great deal of bodily dif- 
trefs ; but his mind was calm and 
peaceful. He was ‘not’ anxious 
about his foul ; he trufted shat in 
the hand of "God, and believed it 
to be fafe. . But he feemed to be 
afraid, left, by impatience, he 
fhould difhonor his profeflion, and 
his God. He appeared to be fen- 
fible, from. the beginning of his 
illnefs, yea, for months before, 
that the time of his departure was 
at hand ; and, therefore, he was 
defirous of doing what good he 
could to his friends and vifitors, 
before his opportunity fhould be 
over. He was free to converfe 
upon the flate of his own mind, 
the excellency of the Chriftian re- 
ligion, and the unfpeakable value 
of the Chriftian hope to one in 
his fituation. He exhorted all, 
who vifited him, to fee toit, that 
they did not negle& religion ; af- 
furing them that they would need 
ito aid, when they fhould be called 
to encounter the king of terrors. 
When his Chriftian friends were 
about to pray with him, he di- 
rected them not to pray for the 
tengthening out his hfe; but that 
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he might be refigned to’ God’s 
will, living or dying. Oft times, 
in turns of fevere diftrefs, he ex- 
prefled concern, left, by impa- 
tience, he-fhould difhonor God. 
“* If my diftrefs be ever fo great, 
or continue ever fo long, I pray: 
for patience, that I may not difl- 

honor Ged and religion. .I have 

always féund him to be a good 

God. IfI hada thoufand fouls, 

I would leave them at the foot of 
fovereign. mercy.” 

A little before his death, being 
told that his children were ail 
prefent, he faid, «« I with I had 
ftrength to blefs them, as Jacob 
did his.”? _ He affe@tionately and 
earneltly recommended religion 
unto them ; reading of the {crip- 
tures, family and decret prayer. 
He faid, On! I could triumph 
over death ; it would be nothing 
to die, if my children and grand 
children were converted.’ 

He lamented, on his death-bed, 
the infidelity and lax f{entiments 
in divinity, which he perceived to 
be {preading and prevailing im our 
country. With tender concern 
and pity, he beheld the lukewarm- 
nefs and deadnefs in religion of 
fome profeffors ; and earneftly re- 
quefted his minifter folemnly to 
warn them of their danger, and 
to exhort them to be alive and 
awake in religion, as they would 
hope to be comfortable, or fafe, 
on their death-bed. “He withed, 


x 
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alfo, that it might be made known,” © 


that he died in full belief of thofe 
doctrines, commonly called the 
dotirines of grace, and derived, 
comfort from them. i 
All,. who faw him, and heard 
him converfe on his death-bed, 
were convinced of the fincerity of 


' 


his religion, and of itsineftimable ‘ 


worth ; and were almoff perfuaded 
to be Chriflians ; none could re- 
frain from faying, “ O, let meg 
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edie the death of the righteous, 
and let my laft end be like his.” 
He appeared to have a hum- 
bling fenfe of the depravity of his 
heart, -and of his finfulnefs and 
unworthinefs of any favor from 


God ; and faid, that all his de-, 


pendence for falyation was on the 
free grace of God. 

Thus lived this good man, and 
thus he died, or rather, fe// a/leep, 
January 8th, A. D. 1800. 

Mark the perfed man, and be- 

. hold the upright : for the end of that 
man is peace. ee 


J. B. 
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ls Religious Intelligence. 


Middleborough, Mafs. 
Feb4A. D. 1802. 


Extrad of a letter from a genile- 
man of eminence in Newark, N. 
F. to one of the Editors, dated 
Fuly 22, 1802. 


«¢ THERE is a remarkable at- 
tention to the things of religion 
in this and fome neighboring con- 
gvegations. Many arc joining them- 
felves to the church, and it ap- 

ears to be matter of praife to 


the God of all grace.” 


Exirad from the Georgia Analyti- 
cal Repofitory, a periodical reli- 
gious publication, for May and 
June 1802. 


_ & LATE accounts received by 
letters, fay, that a great and hap- 
py change has taken place among 
the body of the people in Ken- 
tucky ; that the Prefbyterians, 
Methodifts and Baptifts have had 
large additions to their refpeCtive 
focieties ; that the work of the 
Lord, though rather on the de- 
cline, fuil goey on with contidera- 
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ble life and power ; and that the - 
welfare of the immortal foul has 
become the general topic of con- 
verfation. In Virginia and North 
Carolina there have lately been 
large amicable meetings of differ- 
ent denominations, to promote a 
general union, and fome vifible dif- 
plays of divine power, in their 
public exercifes. By a letter-from 
a worthy: character, jut come to 
hand, it appears that there is a 
revival af religion, which attracts 
much attention, now at the Wax- 
haws, about feventy ' miles north 
of Camden, in’ South Carolina. 
An able minifter in the back part 
of this ftate, fays, in a letter very 
recently received, “ I have> juft 
«‘ yeturned from. a tour of fifteen 
«¢ days preaching, in the upper 
“ counties of the flate. Thou- 
«¢ fands of every rank attended on 
< the word, withawful folemnity.” 
Still later accounts from Powel- 
ton, forty-five miles from Louif- 
ville, {peak of a great revival of 
religion in that place.” 


¢ 


Lonpvon Missionary SOCIETY. 
Lvom alate London paper. 


Miffionaries to the South-Sea [flands. 
WE have pleafure in being 
able to fkate, that accounts have 
been received from Otaheite high- 
ly favorable, and fuch as to in- 
duce fanguine hopes of the com- 
plete fulfilment of the objects of 
this miffion. Since the defertion 
of part of the body, the reft have 
refided at Matavia, where they 
have acquired a knowledge of the 
language, and conciliated general 
affetion and efteem. Amongft 
many inftances which are mention- 
éd of the favor in which they are 
held by *the favages, is, that the _ 
day after the birth of 2 fea to 
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the Rev. Mr. Henry, he was vif- 
ited by Pomarre, who adopted the 
infant, and gave to him the name 
of Te ochree dahai, (the great 
chief. ) 

The King of:Hauhine, who is 
related to Pomarre, was at Opar- 
re, at the date of the late dif- 
patches, and had become fo at- 
tached to the Miffionaries, as to 
have invited them to fettle with 
him, affuring them of prote¢tion, 
and promifing to attend their in- 
ftruCtions, and to engage his fub- 
jectsto do the like. He appears 
to be led to this meafure, not lefs 
by poliey than by religion ; con- 
€eiving the do€trine which they 
preach calculated to eftablith le- 
gitimate authority, and to weaken 
the party of fome difaffected 
chiefs, who are conftantly enga- 
ged in plots to deprive him of the 
fovereignty. Our people were 
then too few to feparate ; but as 
long ere this the Royal Admiral, 


Captain Wilfon, has arrived there’ 


with ten more brethren, the with- 
es of the young Monarch of Hau- 
hine, have, doubtlefs, been com- 
plied with, to the obvious benefit 
of the undertaking. 

Pomarre, and all his family, 
have joined ina requeft for more 
Minifters. Independent of the 
ardent defire we entertain for the 
extenfive promulgation of the 
gofpel, the Miffion in queftion 
holds forth other: advantages of 
a commercial and political nature, 
which well deferve confideration. 
‘Ehis extenfive Archipelago a- 
bounds in turmeric, cotton, and 
fugar-cane, and which with nu- 
merous medicinal and dying plants 
grow {pontaneoufly. Corn is pro- 
duced in profufion, and the fhips 
employed in the fur trade, or 
whale fithery, might here obtain 
abundant fupplies of every necef- 
fary.  Otaheite is only three 
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weeks fail from our fettlement in 
New South Wales, to whofe 
wants it can ultimately be made 
te contribute, this ifland alone 
being competent to fupply food 
to 50,060 perfons more than its 
inhabitants. 

The lofs of the fhip Duff was 
known at Otaheite. The Roy- 
al Admiral, according to recent 
accounts, had arrived at Canton 
on her way to the Society Ilands. 
Beafts of burthen are much want- 
ed by the Miffionaries to: facilitate 
their profeffional excurfions thro’ 
the ifland; and a {mall veffel is 
requifite to the fame objet. 


Hampfbire Miffionary Society. 
THE Truftees of the Hamp- 


fire Miffionary Society have re- 
folved to employ four miffionaries 
the prefent- feafon; two in the 
Diftri& of Maine, and two in the 
counties of Montgomery, Her- 
keme'and Oneida, in the fate 
of New-York, to labor on the 
north fide of Mohawk river. One 
miffionary has gone to each of 
thefe ficlds of labor ; Rev. Fon- 
athan Grout to the Diftri@ of 
Maine, and Rev. Samuel Taggart 
to the weftern part of New-York. 
The other two will follow as foon 
as they can be procured. 

The Truftees have alfo appro- 
priated: 300 dollars for the pur- 
chafe of Bibles and other religious 
books to be diftributed among 
the inhabitants of the new fettle. 
ments. 


Missionarikgs. 


THE following perfons are 
now in the fervice of the Miffion- 
ary Society of Connecticut,— 


a 
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Rev. David Bacon either at De- 
troit or among a tribe of Indians 
on the river Miami; Rev. Mefirs. 
Fofeph Badger and Exckiel F. 
Chapman in New Connecticut 5 
Rev. Mefirs. Seth Willifton and 
Fedidiah Bufbnell in the weitern 
counties of New-York ; Mr. 
Fames W. Woodward in the Black 
River country ; and Rev. dlex- 
ander Gillet in the northern part 
of Vermont. Three other mif- 
fionaries are appointed, and it is 
expeted they will foon enter on 
their miffions ; one to go to the 
northern counties of New-York 
weit of Lake Champlain; one to 
the northern counties of Ver- 
mont ; and one to the vacant fet- 
tlements adjoining Connecticut 
river in the States of Vermont 
and New-Hampbhire. 


Peoeeeseteeed 


POETRY. 


COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL. 


For tHe Connecricur Evan- 
GELICAL MAGAZINE: 


REVEREND EDITORS, 
“AGREEABLY to the requeft of 
the writer who, as contained in your 
r5th number, veriified the xxix chapter 
of Job, I have attempted to verfify the 
xxx chapter. The production is fubmit- 
ted to your confideration, If you con~ 
ceive that it is werthy of a place in 
your ufeful Magazine, you will infert 
it; and oblige one of your readers. 
oA. 


A verfion of the xxxth chapter of Fob 


i UT, now _my ftate’s adverfe, 
young fcorners fay, 
“J reap the fruit of my degen’rate 
way.’ * 
Whofe fires I knew: And they in- 
ferior were 
To ufeful dogs of my domeffic care. 
. Yea, from their hands I could expect 
no aid; : * 
They liv’d in vain, and were, thro’ 
age, decay’d. 
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Diftrefs’d by want, they fought 
the lonely wood; 

4. Wherethe wild broom and mallows 

were their food. 

5. Vile, and unfit with honeft mento be, 
They were expell’d from their fociety ; 
(They hooted after them, as after 

thieves :) 

6. To dwell in cliffs of vales, in rocks, 

and caves. ' 

7. Inur’d to favage andtobeaitly ways, 
In defart folitude they {pent their 

days : 
Among the fhrubs and nettles would 
they lie; 
And, like an uncouth afs, were heard 
to cry. 
Thefe abje& fellows all receiv’d 
their birth 

From fools, more bafe than is the 

vileft earth. 


And now their falfe, deriding fons 
agree, 
In mirth and fongs, to fcoff and. jeer 
at me. 
ro. They me abhor, and far away they 
move ; 
Nor with me fit, in fympathizing 
love. 
To vent their fpite, and bring or 
me difgrace, 
They rudely caft their fpittle in my 
face. 
Since mine authoritative cord He 
broke, 
And I endure his fore afflictive 
ftroke ; . 
They lofe reftraint, and by their 
words afpire, 
To Jead and rule me, as their hearts 
defire. ; 
Although the trying rod of God 
I bear, 
And I mine own integrity declare ; 
On my right hand the youth pre- 
fume to rife; 
And what I fpeak, they rafhly fay, 
“ aré lies,” 
*Tis thus they ftrive to overthrow 
mine hope, ( 
And leave my foul in dire defpair 
to grope. 
The path in which, to feek relief, I 


si 
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They all obftruct; and thusincreafe 


my woe. 
14, As the wide’ breakings in of water 
roll 
Throughout the field, and over- 
fpread the whole ; 


2 


‘Their power and {kill they, hand in 
hand, employ, * 
To bear me down, and overwhelm 
my joy. : 
x5. They -chafe my foul fwift asthe 
fleeting wind ; 


My welfare’s gone ; and terrors fill . 


my mind. 


16, Afflictive days, which caufe my 
fad complaint, 
Impair my ilrength, and make my 
fpirit, faint. 
17. Though I lie down by night, I have 
; no eafe, - 
Since piercing pains my bones and 
finews feize. f 
18. My fore difeafe extends o’er all 
my fkin, : 
And, by its force, my garment is 
unclean, 
x9. I'm plung’d in mire; thy fouling 
power I bear; 
And as the duft and afhes I appear. 
20. ‘Though, in diftrefs, 1 fand, and 
pray to Thee ; 
‘Thou wilt not hear, nor fhew re- 
gard to me. 
21. I'm ftricken by thy cruel fcourge ; 
and feel , 
Mine hopes deftroy’d by thine op- 
poling will. 
22. ‘To winds expos’d, I ride upon 
their wings ; 
By them I wafte, as do the fraileft 
things. : 
24. For, through thy power, the grave 
will me receive ; 
Which is the houfe, prepar’d for all 
who live. ; 


89 Poetry. 


24. But though my foes may thout in 


my difeafe ; 
Death wafts my foul to realms of 
endlefs blifs, 


25. If others pin’d, threugh pen’ry 
or difeafe, 
When I was bleft with wealth, and 
health and eafe ; 
Did not Ia&the fympathizing part ; 
Relieve their wants, and cheer their 
troubled heart ? 
26. For this, I hop’d my God would 
me reward, 
With the rich favors, for hisfriends 
' prepar’d : 
T look’d for good ;—me evil did fur- 
prife ; iy 
For light; but darknefs overcaft 
mine eyes. 
27. Through inward groans, my bowels 
could not reft ; 
My daily woes prevented my re- 
queft. 
2.8. Without confoling light I mourn- 
ing went; 
And the affembly heard my fore 
complaint. 


29. ILhideouscry, I fit in folitude, 
As owls and dragons of the dreary 
‘wood, 
30. The heat of my difeafe is fo fevere, 
My bones are burnt, my fkin’s as 
{corch’d by fire. 
3x. My pleafant harp and organ refufe; 
And, intheir ftead, a plaintive voice 
Tule. 
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To THE Epitors oF THE Con- 
NECTICUT EvanGELICAL Mac- 
AZINE. 

GENTLEMEN, 

IF you deem the following 
worthy of infertion, you may 
publifh it in the magazine. 

4 ghia divinity of our Lord 

Jefus Chrift is, juftly, to be 

“viewed as the corner ftone of the 

Chriftianfyftem. Take thisaway, 

and the whole building mutt fall 

to the ground ; a fatal blow is 
ftruck, and the church, which is 
profeffedly founded upon this 
rock, is found to be a building 
which overlays its foundation. 
The importance of this do¢trine 
cannever betooforciblyinculcated, 
nor its evidences fet in too clear 
alight. This is more efpecially 
neceflary, as it meets with much 
oppofition at the prefent day. 
The writer of thefe hints has no 
_jntention to enter into a particular 
detail of the fcriptural evidences 
of that truth, nor fo much as to 
point out the various fources from 
whence they are derived. This 
has been frequently done by abler 
hands, much to the fatisfaCtion 
of the friends of truth. There 
is one thing however, which, if it 
Vou. HL No, 3. 


is agreeable to fcripture, will put 
the matter out of all difpute, viz. 
That Jefus Chrift, called the fon 
of God, the fecond perfon in the 
glorious Trinity ; the divine per- 
fon, conftituted to be the Mefli- 
ah, and afterwards incarnate, was, 
emphatically, the Jehovah of the 
old teftament. 

The following brief hints on 
that fubject, may, perhaps, ex- 
cite fome perfon of greater abili« 
ties, and more leifure, toa more 
thorough inveftigation. 

When our Lord fays, John 
viii. 58. *¢ Before Abraham was 
I am ;’’ There feems to be a 
plain allufron to the name aflumed 
by Jehovah, the God of Ifrael, 
when he called, commiffioned and 


“fent forth Mofes, to deliver his 


eople out of their Egyptian bon- 
ee Exod. iti. Fac And God 
{aid unto Mofes, J am that I am. 
And he faid, thus fhalt thou fay 
unto the children of Ifrael, J am 
hath fent me unto you”? A 
name undoubtedly implying eter- 
nity, felf exiftence and independ- 
ence, and excluding fucceffion of 
paft and future. This name Chrift 
affumes, as the fonof God. He 
does not fay I was; but 1 am, 
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the fame as, - Jefus Chriit the | fpake unto Mofes face to face, as 


fame yelterday, to-day, and for- 
ever.” In Numb. xxi. 5—10. 
we have an account of a remark- 
able murmuring of the children of 
Tfrael, againft God and _againit 

> Mofes. To punifh their rebel- 
“Bp and murmurings, God fent 
ery flying ferpents among them, 
which bit them and many of the 
people died. It was undoubtedly 
Jehovah, the God of Ifrael, whom 
the children of Ifrael tempted. 
Compare this account with 1 Cor. 

x. 9. ‘ Neither let us tempt 


Chrift, as fome of them alfo tempt- } 


ed, and were deftroyed offerpents.” 
Evidently alluding to the fiery 
fying ferpents. ‘The glory of 
God the father, or the glory of 
the divine effence, is feen only in 
the fon, but is, in any other way, 
invifible. “ No man hath feen 
_ God at any time ; the only begot- 
ten fon, which is in the bofom of 
the father, he hath declared him.?? 
John i. 18. but Jehovah the God 
of Ifrael, fometimes made himfelf 
vifible ;. Adam and Eve, after 
_their firlt tranfgreffion,* heard the 
voice of the Lord God walking 
in the garden, in the cool of the 
day,” Gen. iii, 8. The Lord ap- 
peared, at different. times, to 
Abraham, particularly when cir- 
cumcifion was inftituted. Gen. 
‘xvii. and when he interceded for 
Sodom. Chap. xviii. “The Lord 
appeared unto Mofes ina flame of 
fire, inthe bufh.”?. Exod. ii, 2. 
Mofes, Aaron, and the elders of 
Ifrael, faw. the God of Ifrael, 
“* And they faw the God of If 
rael, and there was under his feet, 


as it were the paved work of a | 


fapphire ftone...Alfo they faw 
God. and did eat and drink.” Ex, 
XXIV. 10, 11, “ And the fight 
of the glory of the Lord was ike 
devouring fire, on the top. of, the 
mount.’? 17.  § And the Lord 
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a man fpeaketh unto his friend.”” 
Chap. xxxiligti. Ifaiah alfo, © 
“ifaw the Lord fitting onhis throne, 
high and hited up, and_ his train 
filled the. temple.”? Haiah vi.gt. | 
“‘ Mine eyes have feen the king, 
the Lord -of ~Holts.? «veri. Sm @ 
That this appearance ofthe Lord, | 
or Jehovah of Foils, was anap- : 
pearance of the Lord Jefus'‘Chritt, 7 
we are exprefsly informed, John 
xil. 41. “ Thefe things faid Efai- © 
as, when he fawhis glory, and ~ 
fpake of him.” 

Thefe vifible appearances, as. 
well as others recorded inthe old ~ 
teltament, were, no sous tobe: .@j 
underftood, as preludes ofthe fu- # 
ture incarnations of the fon of 
God. 

It is alfo worthy. of. remark,. 
that names which were peculiar, 
or appropriate to the God of If 
rael, are given, both in the old 
teftament and new, to the Lord 
Jefus Chrift, particularly the 
name Jehovah, which the God.of 
Ifrael challenges.as his peculiar 
right, and the Jews ever efteemed 
the moft facred of any of the di- 
vine names or titles. Chriftisex- 
prefsly called by. this moft facred i 
name, Jer. xxii. 6. And this 
is the name whereby he ‘hall be 
called the Lord (or Jehovah) our 
righteoufnefs.” i. e. the righteous 


ee Ce ah 


“branch, which was to be raifed up 


unto David, was to be called by 
this name, as appears from the 
foregoing verfe. This may be 
placed in a ftill more itriking point 
of light, by obferving .that the 
word Jehovah in the. Hebrew, 
which, when tranflated in the old 


| teflament, is ufually _ rendered 


Lord, is conftantly by the feptua- 
gant interpreters, who were un- 
doubtedly ‘acquainted ‘ with the, 
idioms:of both languages, render. 
ed furios in the Greek, which is, 


4 
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“Sinkthe new teftament, invariably 


‘eranflatéd Lord, and isan appro- 
‘priate name of ‘our Lord Jefus 
Chrut, which isa ftrong prefump- 
‘tion that Jefis’Chrift is the Jeho- 
~The names-and titles of Holy 
“One, Holy * One’ of God, and 
Holy One of Hrael; are, -alfo, 
*promifcuoufly applied to Jehovah, 
the°God of. Ifrael, and to the 
ord jefus‘Chrift. Thefe names 
and titles, the laft the mott fre- 
‘quent, are ufed nearly fifty times 
An-the old teftament, and» more 
frequently by*the prophet Ifaiah 
than by any other facred writer. 
“They aré the appropriate names 
or'titles of Jehovah the God of If- 
rael, but they are many times 
ufed where Jefus Chrift is unquef- 
tiotiably meant. ‘T'o this purpofe 
fee Pfalm xvi. 10. *¢ Thou wilt 
not fuffer thine Holy one, to fee 
“corruption.” Pfalm Ixxxix. 19. 
‘Thou fpakeft in vifion to thine 
holy one.” To the fame purpofe 
dee Vaiah xii. 14. xliti. 14. xlviii. 
sever shiz, Golv. 5. deo. ‘The 


fame title is alfo given to Chrift in 
the new teftament, Mark 1 14. 


‘Lukeiv. 34, AGts ii. 17. xili. 35. 
‘That name or title, being in thefe, 


and parallel places, promifcuoufly 


applied to the Jehovah of Ifrael, 


“and to the redeemer, makes it, at 
» Jeaft, probable, that bythe Jehovah 


of the old teftament, we are to 


 underftand, by way of eminence, 


the fecond perfon in the Trinity, 
who was afterwards incarnate, and 
that, as he wrought deliverances 
for Ifrael, which were peculiar 
to them above all other people, fo 


he hath perfefted a glorious re- 


demption, for his fpiritual Ifrael, 


‘and therefore, both in the typical 


and antitypical deliverance, he 


qakes himfelf known to his peos | 


‘pleby the fame names and titles. 
‘The name of God, great God, and 


to usa child is born, tnto us afon 


mighty God, are alfo. names. ap- 
propriated to Jehovah the God of 
Tfrael ; but thefe are ufed where 
the Lord redeemer, is undoubtedly 
theperfonage meant. T’o this pur- 
pofe notice the following paffages 
asa{pecimen, [faiahix. 6.“ Forun= 


is given, and the government fha 
be upon his fhoulder, and his 
name fhall be called Wonderful, 


| Countellor, the mighty God, the 


everlafting Father, the Prince: of 
Peace. Chap, 2 Ados20y 22. 
“The Lod that created the 
heavens, God himfelf that formed 
the earth and made it—A juft 
God and a Saviour—Look unto 
me and be ye faved, all the ends 
of the earth for I am God and 
there is none elle,” 

The fame relations to. the 
church, the fpiritual Ifrael, are 
alfo fuftained by Jehovah the God 
of Ifrael, and bythe Lord Jefus 
Chrift. I fhall inftance only in 
the relation of a hufband, or the 
exiftence of a marriage covenant 
betweenthem. Jehovah the God 
of Ifrael, was the hufband of his 
people, Ifaiah liv. 5. ** For thy 
maker is thine hufband, the Lord , 
of hofts is hisname.’? Jer. xxxi. 
32. “ Which my covenant they 
brake, altho’? I was an hufband 
unto them faith the -Lord.’’ 
Chap. ‘liv. 1. “More “are the 
children of the defolate, than the 
children of the married wife faith 
the Lord.”?. Ezek. xvi. 8—z0, 
21. “I entered into a covenant 
with thee, faith the Lord God, 
and thou becameft mine.”’ 1. e.in 
amatriage relation. “ Thou halt 
taken thy fons and thy daughters, 
whom thou haft born unto me, 


and thefe haft thou facrificed, 


''Thou haft flain my children.” 


Hofea ii, 19. I will betroth 
thee unto me forever; yea I will 
betroth thee unto me in righteoutf- 


£4 


On the divinity of Fefus Chrif. 


nefs, and in judgment, and in| 
; | pfalm, asthe Lord who reigneth 


loving kindnefs, and in mercies.” 
Jer. ii. 14. Turn O backfliding 


children, faith the Lord ; for I 


am married unto you.”’ But it 
is the Lord Jefus Chrift, who is, 
“by way of eminence, the hufband 


of the church. The entire book 


_ of Solomon’s Song is an allegoric- 
al reprefentation ef the myttical 
marriage between Chrift and the 
church. He is exprefsly called 
the hufband of the church. 2 Cor. 
xi, 2. ‘ For I have efpoufed you 
to one hufband, that I may pre- 
fent you, as a chafte virgin unto 
Chrift.” Rev. xxi. g. “I will 
fhew thee the bride, the lamb’s 
wite.”? 

In addition to thefe remarks, 
let it be obferved, that many texts 


in the old teftament, which evi- ! 


dently relate to Jehovah the God 
of Ifrael, are cited by the facred 
penman of the new teftament, and, 
applied tothe Lord Jefus Chrift. 
Among inftances of this kind, 
the following may be fele&ted, as 
deferving notice. Pfalm_ Ixviii. 
18. “ Thou haft afcended on 
high, thou hait led captivity cap- 
tive, thou haft received gifts for 
men ; yea for the rebellious alfo, 
that the Lord God might dwell 


among them.” 


high isthe fame with Jehovah the 
God of Ifrael, appears both from 
the {cope of the Pfalm, and from 
the immediate context. But this 
paflage is cited by the Apottle 
Paul, and applied to Ghrift. Eph. 
iv. 8. Pflalm xlvii. 5. “* God is 
gone up with a fhout, and the 
Lord with the found of a trum- 
pet,’’ refers to Jehovah the God 
of Irael, but has an evident allu. 
fion to the afcenfion of Chrift. 
Pfalm xcvii. «“ Worthip ‘him all 
ye Gods.” The sim whom all 
the Gods are to worthip, is {po- 


That he who is | 
reprefented as afcending up on | 
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ken of in the beginning of the 


over all the earth, and who hath 
righteoufnefs and judgment for 
the habitation ofhisthrone.. But 
this paflage is, by the infpired 
penman of the epiftle to the He- 
brews, cited and applied unto 
Chrift, in the charaéter of the 
only begotten fon of God, only 
with this variation, that they who 
are, by the Pfalmift, called Gods, 
are, by the apoftle, called angels, 
Heb. i. 6. Pfalm xlv. is one 
which according to the opinion 
of all judicious interpreters is ap« 
plicable to the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
but verfe 6, «‘ Thy throne O God 
is forever and ever, the {ceptre of 
thy kingdom is a right {ceptre,?? 
is without all difpute applicable to 
Jehovah the God of Ifrael, who 
alone hath a kingdom, and evers 
lafting dominion. But this paf- 


| fage is cited and applied to Chrift 


as the fon of God. Heb. i. 8. 
More particularly fill, we have 
fome peculiarly ftriking charaGer- 
iftics of Jehovah the God of If. 
rael, Pfalm cil. 25, 26, 27. 
‘Thy years are throughout all 
generations. Of old haft thou 
laid the foundation of the earth, 
and the heavens are the work of 
thy hands. They fhall perifh, 
but thou-fhalt endure, yea all of 


, them fhall wax old asa garment, 


as a vefture fhalt thou change 
them, and they fhall be changed ; 
but thou art the fame and th 

years fhall have no end,’’ cited 
and applied to Chrift, Heb. i. 10, 
11, 12. Taiah xl. 3. « Prepare 
ye the way of the Lord, or Jeho- 
hovah.”? That this Lord or Jeho- 
vah, was Chrift appears from the 


citation and application of the 


paflage in the new teftament, 
Mat. iti, 3. Tfaiah viii. 13, 14. 
“‘ Sanctify the Lord, (or Jeho- 
vah) of Holts himfelf, and let 
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“him be your fear, and let him be 
your dread. And he fhall be for 
a fanétuary, but for a ftone of 
ftumbling, and for a rock of of- 
fence.” - That this Lord or Je- 
hovah of hofts, was the Lord Je- 
fus Chrift, appears from the cita- 
tion and application of the paf- 
faze to Chrift by two different 
apoftles. By Paul Rom. ix. 33. 
and by Peter, 1 Pet. ii. 8. Joel 
ii. 23. *¢ Whofoever fhall call on 
the name of the Lord, (or Jeho- 
vah, ) fhall be delivered,”’ is cited 
and applied to Chrift, Rom. x. 
32, 13. Other paflages of the 
fame kind might doubtlefs be 
mentioned but thefe are fufficient 
for the purpofe. Thefe obferva- 
tions, taken together, afford, I 
think at leaft, a ftrong prefumpt- 
ive evidence, if not full and con- 
elufive proof, that when the name 
Jehovah is ufed in the old tefta- 
ment, as pointing out the God 
of Ifrael, it has principal refer- 
ence to the Meffiah, the Lord our 
righteoufnefs, afterwards incar- 
nate, or that the fecond perfon in 
the Trinity, who is alfo called the 
Logos or Word, and who was 
afterwards made ficth, was, by 
way of eminence the Jehovah of 
the old teftament. If thefe ob- 
fervations are juft, the divinity 
‘of Chrift refts upon a foundation 
not to be fhaken, and thefe 
thoughts, if traced more fully, 
no doubt tend to reflect additional 
light upon that important doc- 
trine, which lies fo near the found- 
ation of the faith and hope of 
true Chriftians. Ts 
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Mess’rxs Epirors, 

IF you judge the following 
worthy of a place, you will pleafe 
to infert it in your very ufeful 
magazine. 7 
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F the exiftence, powers and 
employment of angels we 
have no certain knowledge, except 
from the holy fcriptures, which 
diftinguifh one kind of rational 
creatures in the intelligent fyftem 
by thename of Angels.—They 


powers, moft amiable properties, 


and the great minifters of God’s . 


univerfal kingdom—the fpecial 
agents of accomplifhing his des 
figns in the works of providence 
and grace. By them he commu- 
nicated inftru€tions, and made 
revelations of future events, to 
the patriarchs, prophets and apof- 
tles. By them he hath infli@ed 
terrible judgments on the world, 
and wrought many falvations for 
his people. While the {criptures 
frequently introduce angels as ems 
ployed in accomplifhing the pleaf- 
ure of God, they fometimes ins 
troduce one with peculiar marks 
of diftin@tion and eminence, terme 
ing him, THe ANGEL OF THR 
Lorn. The fentiments propofed 
to be exhibited on this charaé¢ter 
will be fuggeited in attempting 
anfwers to the following queitions. 

1. Who is this angel of the 
Lord ? 

A reply to this enquiry will be 
produced by confidering the paf- 
fages which introduce him, Gen. 
Xvl. 7, 13. And the angel of the 
Lord faid, Hagar, whence comeft 
thou—Z will multiply thy feed ex 
ceedingly—And fhe called the name 
of the Lord, Jehovah, who Spake 
unto her. Thou God feet me. 
Upon this paflage two remarks 
are very obvious. 1. This angel 
addrefled and made promifes to 
Hagar in terms proper only for 
the true and all-fufficient God. J 
will multiply thy feed exceeding- 
ly. ‘The fame form of expref- 
fion which God ufed to Abraham, 
Ifaac and Jacob. And pronouns 


= 


a 
€ 


defcribe thefe as poffeffed of noble — 
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cedthepromife to be fulfilled by his 
own. independent felf-fufficiercy 
andpower. 2. Hagar received this 
promifeinfullconfidence,thatit was 
made by the true God, afcribing 
to him omniprefence,-a property 


Ss originally divine and incommuni- 
He I 
a winbe 


And the called the name 
of the Lord who fpake to her, 
Thou God Similar to 


able. 


this is chap. xxi. 17——20. And | 


the angel of the Lord called to her 


out of heaven and faid, Arife lift | 


up the lad for I will make of hima 
great nation. Chap. XXil. 1, 2. 
After thefe things God did tempt 
Abraham, and faid, Take now thy 


fon—Lfaac and offer him for aburnt 


offering. —ver. 13..Aind the angel of 
the Lord called unto him out of heaven 
and faid, lay net thine hand upon 
the lad—now -I- know that thou 
feareft God feeing thou haft not with- 
held thine,only fon from me. ver. 


15—17. And the angel of the Lord 
- called unto Abraham: the fecond time 


and faid-—By myfelfhave I fworn, 


‘faith the Lord—ihat in bleffing I 


will blefs thee. ‘This is quoted by 
the apoftle, Heb. yi. as the oath 
of him, who, becaufe he could 
{wear by no greater, {ware by him- 
felf—as the oath of the eternal 
immutable God. Exod. iil. 1, 2. 
And the angel of the Lord appeared 
unto him, Motes, in-a flame of fire, 
out of the midfi of the bufh and faid, 
Lam the God of thy faiher the God 
of Abraham, -the God of Ifaac, 
and the ‘God of acob. "This is 
quoted by Chrift in Mark xii, 26, 
and Luke xx. 27. and applied to 
the true God. There is good 
reafon to conclude, that. it was 
the fame angel of the Lord who 
accompanied the [frealites in their 
journey from Egypt; Exod. xiii. 
‘14 Who fpake ‘to Mofes at 
Mount Sinai; As vii. 38: who 
addrefled the Lrealites, Judges 
ul. I: who appeared to Manoah, 
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| with the Ifraclites.in the days of 


thefe paflages it is moft manifett, 
that this angel of the Lord. was 
that Almighty God, who was the 
fhield and exceeding great reward 
of Abraham, Ifaac\ and » Jacob. 
But as the ever bleffed God, fince 
the apoftacy, has had no inter- 


mediator, ‘can we confiftently: ap- 
ply this to.any other than the fe. 
cond perfonin the adorable trinity? 
Befides,. as he is called the angel, 
or mefienger, -of the Lord, to un- 


nature.in the firft, perfon of the 
trinity would be a» moft: decided 
_ impropriety and abfurdity. 

Let us now-confider fome other 
reprefentations of him. Gen. xviii. 


| 2« And the-Lorp appeared to himy — 


Abraham, in the plains of Mamre, 
and he lifted up his eyes and looked 
and lo three men food by hin—One 
| of thefe hé addrefled,, My Lord 
| if now I have found favor in thy 
Sight—And he faid lo, Sarah thy 
wife foall havea fon—Is any thing 


that he lified up his eyes and looked 
and there food a man over againft 
him with his fword drawn in his 


the hoft of the Lord* am I now 
come. And the captain of the 
Lord’s hoft faid, loofe thy fooe from 


thou flandeft is holy. The fame 
form of {peech was addreffed to 
Mofes by the angel of the Lord 
in the buth, and manifefted this 
to be the fame perfon. And from 
the preceding obfervations have 
we not conclufive. evidence, that 


addreffed.. his 


people, Tue Lorp oF 
Hosts ?..2559 ‘ a 


Judges xiii. and was fo converfant | 


too bard for the Lord—Jothua -v. . 
13. When Fofhua was by Fericho, 


their kings and prophets. «By — 


courfe with mankind but thro’ a — 


derftand or apply this to the divine : 


hand—And he faid as~captain of . 


off thy foot for the ground whereon 


* Was not this the origin of the title h 
by which the mofthigh fo frequently / 


« > 
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this angel of the Lord, was the 
ETERNAL woRD the fecond per- 
fon in the bleffed trinity, appear- 
ing in a-vifible form—the fame ma- 
jettic perfonage who, in a future 
period, would be made flefh and 
dwell among men and became our 
glorious ImmanuEL ? We may 
now enquire, 

Secondly, For what purpofes 
he made thefe appearances ? And 
may we not fuppofe the following? 

1. For the inftruGion, encour- 
agement and comfort, of thofe to 
whom he appeared.—In times of 
darknefs and diftrefs how oppor- 
tune and effential were the inftruc- 
tions and fupport which they re- 
ceived from the angel of the Lord ? 
Hagar in the wildernefs, Abra- 
ham at mount Moriah, Jacob at 
Bethel, and under fearful appre- 
henfions from his brother Efau, 
and Mofes with the Ifraclites at 
the Red feaand in their journey 
thro’ the wildernefs to the land 
of promife. 

_ 2. To reconciletheir minds to 
that myfterious doétrine and 
event, the incarnation of the fon 
of God.—The myttery of godli- 
nefs, God manifeft in the fleth, 
hath ever perplexed and confound- 
ed the'wifdom of the world. The 
incarnation and crucifixion of the 
fon of God hath never been di- 
gefted nor relifhed by the unbe- 
heving heartofman. In this age 


of mental improvement, how ma- | 


ny are offended at the doétrine of 
the crofs.? Even among the cho- 
fen, how many, like Thomas, are 
faithlefs and unbelieving ? If, in 
he full blaze of evangelical truth, 
ind when the certainty of the fa& 
s fupported by the moft demon- 
trative evidence, #he human heart 
§ fo fceptical, and the faith of 
he pious fo apt to be mifled, how 
lark and unbelieving, muft have 
een the ftate of the werld, and 
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how feeble the faith even of thofe 
who were waiting for the confola- 
tion of Ifrael, when the doctrine 


was exhibited only by figurative 


promifes, or ob{fcure prophécies, 
and as a very diftant event2—And 


did “not the compaffionate Res. . 


deemer from pity to the bewilders 
ed ftate and the unftable faith of 
his people illuftrate the poffibility 
of the event by affuming a vifible 
form and cultivating a familiar 
converfe with them? If, when 
meditating on the important and 
glorious event, their unbelieving 
hearts fhould fay, how can thefe 
things be ? how? dire@ly might 
their faith reply, but even now 
the Son of God favors us with 
occafional and friendly vifits, and 
why may he notaccomplith that, in” 
reality which henow doesinappear- 
ance? And if we derive fiuch re- ° 
lief and comfort from thefe tran- 
fient vifitations. from him in our 
trials on earth, how defirable, how: 
glorious will eternal redemption’ 
from all evil be, in his prefence, in 
heaven ? How natural and eafy, 


ie yer f é 
in the mind’s view, the tranfition 


from the appearance to thé real- 
ity How pecuharly adapted 
were thefe appearances to convince 
and fatisfy their minds, of the 
pofibility of the event and per- 
fuade their hearts to the belief of 
it [May we not confider thefe 
appearances, 

3. As fo many earnefts of his 
future incarnation, and defigned 


| to confirm the faith of his people 


init? Afterit was moft rraciouily: 
promifed that the word thould be 
made flefh and dwell among men, 
were not thofe appearances fo 
many practical aflurances, | that 
faithful was he who had promifed 
who alfo would do it? And how 
mightily did they tend to. confisin 
their faith in the fure aceornplifh- 

ent of the promife? In she con- 
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clufion of every interview, how 
naturally would they reflec and 
fay, God will affuredly taberna- 
cle with men ? Already he antici- 
pates the event: We rejoice in 
confidence of it. 
_ 4. To excite earneft expecta- 
tions and defires of his incarnation 
in their minds. If an explana- 
tion of the prophecies refpeCting 
the appearance and fufferings of 
the Meffiah, conftrained the difci- 
ples to fay, How did our hearts 
burn within us, while he talked 
with usin the way, and opened 
to us the fcriptures? how mutt 
thefe perfonal interviews of the 
redeemer to the patriarchs, have 
infpired thofe who were looking 
for redemption by him with glow- 
ing affe€tion and ardent defires for 
his coming and kingdom, con- 
firaining them to pray ardently 
come Lord Jefus, come quickly ? 
In meditating on this fubje@, 
we naturally reflet, How intent 
was the Son of God on the ardu- 
ous work of redemption! Before 
the heavens were prepared, or the 
foundations of the earth were ap- 
pointed, he rejoiced in the habita- 
ble parts of the earth and his de- 
lights were with the fons of men. 
As foon as there was occafion and 
opportunity for his merciful inter- 
polition, he commenced the glo- 
rious work and antecedent to the 
_ a€tual accomplifhment of it, af- 
forded gracious aid to his chofen 
people, appearing to them and 
converfing with them, and in his 
love and pity he bore them, and 
carried them all the days of old. 
How mutt this angel of the Lord 
have been abforbed in this, won- 
derful work, arduous as it was, 
that he fhould have fo contempla. 
ted it, anticipated the aCtual per- 
formance by fo many previous ap- 
pearances, and fo inceffantly pro- 
fecuted, until he had completed 
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it !—How admirable his benevo- 
lence, his condefcenfion his hu- — 
mility and his grace ! How muft 
he have endeared himfelf to an- 
gels and to men by fuch aftonifh- 
ing and affecting difplays of them! 
And mutt not, will not the re-- 
deemed, moft affe€tionately and 
thankfully, afcribe bleffing and 
praife, for everand ever, to him 
who has loved them, and wafhed 
them from their fins in his own 
blood! 

PEREGRINUS. 


SEVERAL communications, 
under the fignature of Aithenes, 
have been received from the ingenious 
and pious author of ** The Gofpel a 
Doérine according to Godlinefs,’” 
which was publifbed in fix numbers, 
in the firft volume of this Magazine, 
beginning at page 25%. 


Extract of A LETTER TO THE 
EpiTors. 


« GENTLEMEN, 

AS I herewith tranfmit fev- 
eral pieces with a view tothe 
Evangelical Magazine, provided 
they fhall be judged fuitable for 
that purpofe, I beg to be indul- 
ged in fome explanations, to ac- 
count for the part I am aéting, 
and to juftify the requeft I am 
about to make. 

I have’ long been in very low 
health, and during the laft nine 
months preceding the beginning 
of this, almoft wholly confined, 
incapable of preaching, or vifit- 
ing my people, or performing any 
public minifterial duty. i 

Almoft all that I have hereto- 
fore written, in any form, on re- 
ligious fubjeéts, is interfperfed 
with fo many chara&ters and ab- 
breviations, as to be of no ufe to 
any but myfelf. Wifhing to be 
not wholly ufelefs in my confined 
and extremely feeble fate, I con- 
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ceived the defign of employing 
the {mall portion of time, in 
which I am able to fit at my table 
and handle my pen, in refcuing 
from oblivion fome of my former 
compofitions, by making from 
them extracts and tranfcripts into 
alegible hand, that my children, 
at leaft, might be able to read 
them. I found I could do alittle 
in this way, when too weak, in 
mind as well as body, to do any 
thing to purpofe in the way of new 
compofitionss And whilft I am 
incapable of addrefling my fellow- 
creatures on the great things of 
religion inthe ufual way of my 
calling, if I could furnifh any 
thing adapted for their inftru&tion, 
improvement or quickening, thro’ 
the medium of the prefs, I hoped 
I fhould not live altogether in 
vain. I therefore put my extracts 
in aform adapted toa magazine 
publication. Some of thefe I 
now communicate ; and if thefe 
fhould prove acceptable, and my 
life fhould be continued, I may 
probably make further communi- 
___cations.”’ ; : 


For rue Connecticut Evan- 
GELICAL MAGAZINE. 


- Serious difcourfe between two neigh- 


bors, Friendly and Thoughtful. 


; R. THOUGHT- 
otk cade M FUL, as youap- 


pear to pay confiderable attention 


- tothe fcriptures, I prefume you 


~ ‘muft have remarked, that, accord- 
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very folemn and awakening truth, 
thatall who fallentirely fhort of the 
character of the righteous as 
drawn in the feriptures, muft of 
courfe be ranked among the wick- 
ed, who are in the way to deftrucs 
tion. i 

F,. May I then ufe the free- 
dom to afl, whether yous , 
made the application to yourlelf, ~ 
fo as to come to a fatisfactory 
conclufion in your own mind, to’ 
which of thefe great divifions of . 
mankind you belong? Se tg 

7. Alas! fir, I muft readily 
acknowledge, that, according to 
the plain tenor of the fcriptures, 
I am conftrained to view myfelf as 
rankmg among the wicked. 

Ff. De you then entertain any 
expectation of efcaping the de« 
ftruction to which the wicked are 

. condemned in the word of God? 
| Have you any hope that you hall 
| be faved? . 
| _T. 1 confefs that, notwith- 
‘ ftanding my prefent awful fituas 

tion, I have fome hope that I thall 

_ be faved. 
| F. Have you any reafon for 

this hope ? 

T. I think I have. 

_ £. What reafon can you pro- 
duce to fhew that your hope is ra- 
| tional, or well founded, and not 
amere fond prefumption ? 

T. I find many things revealed 

and declared in the fcriptures, 
| which encourage me to hope that 
| I thall be faved—fome of which 


I will mention, viz. Look un- 


ing to thofe facred writings, all ‘to me, and be ye faved, all the 
mankind are comprifed within two ends of the earth—Ho, every 
general divifions, defignated. by | one that thirftcth, come ye to the 
the general terms, the righteous! waters, and he that hath no mon- 
and the wicked—faints and finners | ey, &c.—Seek ye the Lord while 
. .-believers and unbelievers—chil- | he may be found, call ye upon 
dren of God and children of the | him while he is near. Let the 
— devil. wicked forfake his way, and the 

| Thought. 1 have indeed often | unrighteous man his thoughts 5 
“noticed this, and viewed it as a | and let himreturn wate the Lord, 
Pe NOL, Lids” NOs 5 
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and he will hate mercy upon him ; 
and to our God, for he will abun- 
dantly pardon.—As I live faith 
the Lord God, I have no pleaf 
ure in the death of the wicked } 
_ but that the wicked turn from 


is way and live.—As Mofes litt- 
© ah the ferpent in the wilder- 
efs, even fo muft the fon of man 


~ Be lifted up 5 that whofoever be- 
heveth in him fhouid not perifh, 
but have eternal life. For God 
fo loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten fon, that who 
foevér believeth in him fhould not 
perith, but have everlafting life. 
For God fent not his fon into the 
world to conden the world ; 
but that the world through him 
might be faved.—God was in 
Chrift, reconciling the world unto 
himfelf, not imputing their tref- 
paffes unto them.—As tho” God 
did befeech you by us; we pray 
you in Chrift’s flead, be ye rgcon- 
eiled to God. For he hath made 
him to be fin for us who knew no 
fin; that we might be made the 
righteoufnefs of God in him. 
This is a faithful faying, and wor- 
thy of all acceptation, that Chrift 
Jefus came into the world to fave 
finners ; of whom I am chief. 
—God our faviour, who will have 
all men to be faved, and to come 
unto the knowledge of the truth.” 


F, Thete and fuch like paffa-_ 


ges of facred writ thow, that fin- 
- hers may be faved, and indifputa- 
bly imply, that fome will be fa- 
ved, But do you, fir, confider 
thefe and fimilar declarations as 
implying or amounting to a prom- 
ie of falvation to finners as fuch ? 
Or do you infer from them, that 
all mankind willbe faved, or even 
all under the light of the gofpel ? 
I. By no means. The ferip- 
tures mott clearly and decidedly 
teach the contrary. Even fome 


who heard: the gofpel from the 


mouth of Chrift himfelf, and faw 
many of his mighty works will, 
in the day of judgment, be con- 
demned to a more intolerable pun- 
ifhment than the people of Sodom: | 

f. Who of all the numerous 
hearers of the gofpel will be 
faved ? 

T. They only who repent— 
who believe on the Lord -Jefus 
Chritti--who receive the love of 
the truth, and obey the gofpel 
according to the plain and de- 
cifive language of infpiration, 
“ Without holinefs no man fhall 
fee the Lord.” 

F. It appears then, that you 
have no reafon to think you hall 
be faved, unlefs you become a 
true penitent, a fincere believer, 
a cordial friend to Jefus Chrift, a 
fubje@ of real holinefs. 

IT. True; I have not the leaf 
reafon to expe falvation upon 
any other fuppofition. ‘ 

F. But do you expect, that 
you fhall ever, of your own ac- 
cord, or by your own exertions, 
repent and believe, to the faving 
of your foul ? 

T. Some appear to think they 
can and will repent and turn to 
God, when they find it indifpen.- 
fibly neceflary, to efcape impend- 
ing deftruétion. And I once faw 
no reafon why I might not expeét, 
by my earneft endeavors and more 
vigorous and pefevering exertions, 
to accomplifh fuch a reformation 
and change, as would iffue in fal- 
vation ; but alas, I have hitherto 
failed, totally failed, and am con= 
ftrained to confefs, that from all 
pattand prefent experience of my 
own heart, I fee no reafon to think 
I thall ever of myfelf come to res 
pentance, or exercife the leaft de- 
gree of true love to. God, ‘or got- 
pel-holinefs, but abundant reafoa 
to conclude that T thall not, with- 
out being firft moved to it and 
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wrought upon by ghe fpirit of 
God ; and the feriptures, [ find, 
confirm. this conclufion.—-“ Ex- 
cept aman be born again, hecan- 
not fee the kingdom of God.— 

_ By grace are ye faved through 
faith ; and that not of yourfelves 5 
itis the gift of God.—Not by 
works of righteoufnefs which we 
have done, but according to his 
mercy he faved us, by the wafhing 
ef regeneration, and renewing of 
the Holy Gliteft.—Every good 

gift and every perfect gift is trom 
above, and cometh down from the 
Father of lights. Of his own 
will begat he us with the word of 
fruth.”? © Thefe and numerous 
other paflages plainly teach me to 
wiew all the goodnefs or holinefs 
ever found i men, as being ori- 
ginally not of themfelves, but of 
God. 

F. Why then do you hope that 
you fhall yet repent and turn to 
God ? Do you think that he is 
under any obligation to grant the 
fpecial influences of his {pirit to 
all mankind ? or that he aétually 


doth fo? or that he hath promifed | 


this infinite favor to any thing that 
you fhall do, whilft out of Chrift, 
altogether felfifh, and dead in fin ? 
or that youcan lay him under any 
obligation to do it for you ? 

T. I mut confefs I do not 
find any evidence that this is the 
cafe. On the contrary, I find 
that fo long as I am out of Chrift 
—fo long as I do not believe on 
him, in the manner required to in- 
title to falvation, I am fo far 
from having either a prefent title 
to life, or a gracious promife of 
the fpecial, efficacious influences 
of his fpirit to change my heart, 
that Jam under the curfe, con- 
demned already, and the wrath of 
God abideth on me. Indeed,: I 
find there is a promife, that he 
who aks fhall receive, and that 
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he who feeks hall'find ; but alas, 
I have afked and fought again and 
again 5 and yet do not receive or 
find. I therefore conclude the 
afking and feeking, to which the 
promife is made, is a different 
thing from any to which I have. 
attained ; or implies another kiad 9 
of defire, and ating from other 
principles and motives, or for oths * 
er ends, than I have ever yet done. 
I likewife find, that God claims 
it as his right and prerogative, to 
doas he pleafes, with refpe&t to 
the beftowment of his favor and. 
grace. Hislanguageis, « I will 
be gracious to whom J will be 
gracious, and will fhew mercy on 
whom I will fhew mercy.” 

F. Is it not then a fad, a real 
truth, that if you are ever cons 
verted and faved, it will be by the 
free grace of God, to which you 
have no claim, and which he may 
grant or withhold as he fees fit s 
fo that it may be truly faid, if 
God fees fit or is pleafed to beftow 
his grace upon you,—to give you 
an heart to know him, to repent 
and turn and receive the love 
of the truth, you will be convert- 
ed and faved; but otherwife you 
will certainly perith ? 

T. This doth indeed appear to 
be the true flate of the cafe. 

F. What then is the ground 
of your hope? or what reafon 
have you to hope, that you may 
yet be converted and faved ? 

T. So far as Ican learn from 
the fcriptures, and from the 
preaching and inftructions which 
appear to me to correfpond with 
them, all the reafon I, have to 
hope that Imay yet be converted & 
faved, may be fummarily expreffed 
in thefe following particulars, viz. 

1. Jefus Chrift, by the one of- 
fering of himfelf for fin and be- 
coming obedient unto death, hath 
made an atonement for fin and 
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wro’t out a righteoufnefs perfedt- 
ly acceptable and well-pleafing to 
God, every way fufficient to ren- 
der it confiftent with his juftice 
and the beft good of his kingdom, 
to juitify and fave every one who 


., believeth in Jefus ; and alfo to 
nt the fpecial influences of his 
irit to whomfoever he pleafes, 


for their conviction, quickening 
and fanGtification, . Hence, God 
not only declares that he will be 
gracious to whom he will be gra- 
cious,- but hath alfo exprefsly 
promifed falvation to every one 
who believeth, 

2. God is infinitely gracious 
and merciful. . 

3. He hath in fa&t had mercy 
on many, and even on fome of the 
chief of finners. Therefore, it 
may be that he will have mercy 
on me. 
~ 4, Itis plain from the ferip- 
tures, that he intends to fave a 
number of mankind. Therefore, 


it may be that I fhall yet be faved. 
5. His fending the gofpel, the 


word of falvation, into a place, 
feems to carry an intimation, that 
he hath a defign to convert and 
fave at leaft fome in that place. 
The gofpel is called the word 
of faith, and the word of falva- 
tion ; and Paul fays, « Faith com- 
eth by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God.” If J nightly ap- 


prehend the feriptures upon this 


head, the word of God is the 
divinely appointed mean of faith 
and falvation, and neceffary to it, 
at leaft, according to God’s ordi- 
nary method of operation. 
Although an heart ta believe, 
or to receive the love of the truth, 
is an effect of the fpecial opera- 
tion of the fpirit of God ; yet in 
order to the aétual exercife of 
faith in Chrift, it is neceflary that 
he fhould be revealed or made 
Known, For men, tho’ ever fo 
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well difpofed, cannot believe in 
him of whom they have not heard, 
or of whom they have no knowl- 
edge ; and the word appears to 
be the divinely appointed mean 
of the knowledge neceflary in or- 
derto actual believing on the Lord 
Jefus Chrift. | Nor can Idifcover, 
that God doth often, if ever, 
change the hearts of finners who 
have come to years of difcretion, 
without fome knowledge of the 
obje& of faith derived from the 
word. It does not* appear, that 
in the days of the apoftles falva- 
tion was fent to any except where 
the gofpel, the word of falvation, 
was fent ; and wherever this 
word was fent, there appears to 
be evidence, that it was made ef: 
fe€tual to the faith and falvation 
of fome. Hence there appears 
to be more reafon to hope for the 
falvation of fome among thofe 
who have opportunity to hear the 
word or derive inftruGtion from it, 
than among thofe who have not; 
and I accordingly entertain more 
hope of my own falvation, than I 
fee prefent reafon to have of that 
of any individual among thofe 
where the gofpel is, and appears 
likely to continue, totally un- 
known : And efpecially, if the 
word hath taken effe& upon me 
fo far, that my attention is great- 


| ly engaged to it, and I am exci- 


ted to liften to and fearch it, with 
ferious and deep concern about 
my f{piritual ftate and eternal wel- 
fare,there feems to be proportion- 
ably greater reafon to hope God 
intends to make it effeCtual to my 
falvation. But after all, fo long 
as [am impenitent and deftitute. 
of all real holinefs, unbelieving and 
out of Chrift, and do not receive: 
the love of the truth, Iam far 
from having any promife or fure 
evidence that. I fhall be faved, 
And if I have long fat under. the 
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word, and heard the gofpel preach- | 
ed, year after year, without any | 
faving effet, and efpecially, if I | 
am now as carelefs and ftupid and | 
hard-hearted as ever, or even’) 
more fo, it is evident, that I have | 
very great reafon to fear, that -I 
fhall die in my fins, and lie down in 
forrow. There is a may be, a pof- 
fibility, that I fhall be faved ; but 
to all appearance, far greater rea- 
fon to fear that I thall perifh. 

Sir, I have now ftated the fum 
rand fubftance of what I can fay 
refpeCting the grounds or reafon 
of my hope ; from which you will 
readily perceive, that when I faid, 
I had fome hope that I fhould be 
faved, I did not mean to intimate 
that I thought I had any prefent 
title to falvation, or any meafure 
of that find of hope which the 
real Chriftian experiences 3 but 
only, that I confidered my con- 
dition as being not altogether 
hopelefsor totally defperate—that 
I believed there was a poffibility, 
and, at leaft, fome degree. of 
probability, that I fhould be fa- 
wed ; fuch, however, as may ad- 
mit a greater probability that I 
fhall finally perifh. AndI freely 
acknowledge, that J often appear 
to myfelf to be upon the point of 
concluding my cafe is quite hope- 
lefs. Notwithftanding all the 
awakening and inftructive means 
which I enjoy, and all the infi- 
nitely folemn and weighty argu- 
ments and motives which are pla- 
-ced before me, I find myfelf fo 
extremely blind, ‘ftupid and un- 
feeling, and my heart fo entirely 
eftranged from God, fo perfectly 
dead in fin, fo deceitful and def- 
peratcly wicked, and apparently 
growing worfe and worfe, that I 
am, at times, almoft driven to the 
conclufion, that God will certain- 
ly cat me off forever—that there 
is no room left to hope that I fhal 
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ever find mercy ; and nothing ap. 
pears to keep me from finking in- 
to defpair, but a perfuafion of the 
important truths which I have al- 
ready mentioned, and that God is 


an infinitely wife, holy and gra- 


cious Sovereign, who can and wi 
have mercy on whom he pleafe 
and even on fome of the chief of 
finners. 

If any reader of the preceding 
difcourfe fhould be ready to fay, 
that, according to the ftatement 
contained in it, the cafe of fin- 
ners is very awful and alarming ; 
it will be readily admitted, that it 
is indeed fo. Yetif thisis in truth 
the cafe, is it not beft that it 
fhould be known ? Is it not evi- 
dently of importance, that finners 
fhould be convinced of the truth 
with refpeét to their real charaGter 
and fituation ? 

If it fhould be inquired, wheth. 
er this reprefentation of the cafe 
of finners will not tend rather to 
difcourage them, and to drive 
them into defpair, than to be of 
any real fervice to them ; it may 
be replied, that it is calculated 
and defigned to make them defpair 
of obtaining falvation by their 
own righteoufnefs, or of bring- 
ing God under any obligation to 
convert and fave them, or of at- 
taining to true happinefs in any 
way except that of meer free 
giace through the redemption 
which is in Chrift. And till they 
are brought to this kind of def- 
pair, itis conceived, they will nev 
er rightly apprehend and cordially 
embrace the gofpel. Great num- 
bers, it is probable, areruined by 
prefumption, to one that is loft 
by defpair. And if the preceding 
exhibition fhould prove a means 
of bringing any unrenewed finners 
to arealizing conviction that their 
condition is quite as awfully dan. 
gerous and alarming as the exhi. 
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bitién fuggetts—and if, as the 
natural confequence of this, it 
fhould prove initrumental of exci- 
ting in them the moft earneft en- 
quiry how they may efcape im- 
pending deftruCtion, and the deep- 
eft concern about theevent + which 
again would naturally excite them 
to cry earnefily to God for mer- 
cy, whilft every other fource of 
hope was wholly removed ; it is 
believed, there would be a hope- 
ful profpec of their deriving fpe- 
cial benefit from it. God grant 
that this may be the cafe ; and 
that finners may be not only con- 
winced, but alfo converted and fa- 
ved, of his infinite mercy, thro’ 
Jefus Chrift! 
ASTHENES. 


| The ré-union of faints in the world 
of jpirits. 
Judges 1. 10. “ All that gen- 


eration were gathered to their 
fathers.”’ 


SIMILAR form of ex- 
preffion, occurs in various 
paffagesin the holy {criptures.— 
Thus it is faid of Abraham, that 
he died and was gathered to his peom 
Je*—of Ifhmael, he died and was 
gathered io his people+}—Wlaac died 
and was gathered to his peoplet— 
and thus God faid to Mofes, die, 
and be gathered to thy people, as 
Aaron thy brother died, and was 
gathered to bis people.§ In thefe 
and a few other paflases, we find 
this form of expreffion, differing 
from our text only in this way, 
that the word people is ufed inftead 
of fathers, meaning no doubt 
much the fame. If any differ- 
ence be fuppofed, it is only that 


people isthemoft entenfiveinits fig-. 


nification. 


Their people or fathers, 


* Gen, xxv, 8. + Gen. xxy. 17. 
$ Gen. xxxv. 29. § Deut. xzxil, 50, 


Rewunion of fainis in Heaven, 


[Seer 
muft imply thofe who were nearly — 
connected, by natural relation, © 
friendfhip, orin fome other way. 
As the expreffion is rarely ufed, 
except in the cafe of thofe who 
were reputed the people of God, 
it may be defigned to exprefs the © 
relation which is peculiar to them, 
The following obfervations are © 
fubmitted. é 

1. The expreffion, “ They — 
were gathered to their fathers,’? — 
points out an event which is cons 
nected with dying and takes — 
place at that time. we 

This is evident from the ufe of © 
the words, inthe paflages already — 
quoted, and in moft places where © 
they occur, and in fome places — 
this only is mentioned, when it | 
is evident that death alfo is in. 
cluded.* 

2. The fathers to whom they 
are {aid to be gathered, are thofe 
who died before them, and exift- 
ed in the world of fpirits.. This 
is evidently true, becaufe, at 
death, they were feparated from — 
their friends and connexions in — 
the prefent world, fo that they 
could not be faid to be gathered 
to them. And, if their departed — 
friends had not an exiftence in the — 
invifible world, it would be ab. — 
furd to fpeak of being gathered to © 
them. The expreffion fuggefts — 
the idea of an affembly, or fociety, — 
collected from different places and — 
ages of the world and united in a © 
happy exiftence, beyondthe grave. ~ 

3. This gathering to their fath- — 
ers is diftinguifhed from death, — 
though connected with it. Death — 
as it refpects the diffolution of this — 
bodily life ; and a feparation of — 
the foul and body, is mentioned, © 
in moft places, referred to above — 


#s diftin@ from this gathering. | 


* Nuntbers xx. 24, xxvii, 13, and — 
chap. xxxi, 2. , ‘ 


Mise] 
Thus we have feen in the hiftory 
of Abraham, Ifhmael, Ifaac, Mo- 
fes and Aaron. Each of thefe 


died and were gathered to their | 


people. -“Were nothing further 
defigned by this than the diffolu- 
tion of this mortal life, the impro- 


priety muft forcibly ftrike the, 


mind of the reader.—In that cafe 
as has been hinted already, they 
would not have been faid to be 
gathered to their people, but /ep- 
arated from them. We add, 

~'4. This expreffion cannot be 
defigned te imply the burial of the 
dead,—or that their bodies were 
gathered to the bodies of their 
friends and progenitors ; and that 
for two obvious reafons, frf, 
their burial is mentioned in dift 


tinction from this gathering, and | 


as fomething quite different from 
it. This appears from pafiages 
of holy feripture already recited. 
Thus Abraham died, and was 
gathered to his people, * and his 
fons Haae and Ifhmael buried him 
in the field of Machpelah.”’*— 
* Ifaac died, and was gathered to 
his people, and his fons Efau and 
Jacob buried him.”’+ Jacob be- 
fore his death, informed his fons 
that he was about to be gathered 


to his people, and charged them | 


to bury him, in the burying place 
of his fathers, and when he had 


made an end of commanding his | 


fons, he gathered up his feet into 


the bed, and yielded up the ghoit, 


and was gathered to his people.t 


Aifterwhich we have an account | 


of the one of his body 


by his fons from Egypt to Canaan, 


and that it was depofited in the 
burying place of this fathers ac- 
cording to his direCtion. Mofes 
fo-died and was gathered to his 
sxeople. (But, he, i.e. the Lord, 


> * Gen/ xxv.8,9. + Gen. xxxv, 29. 
Gen. xlix. 29--33. 
/ 
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buried -him in a vailey, inthe 
land of Moab, and no man know- 
eth of his fepulchre, unto this 
day.* From thefe paffages it is 
evident that, the burial of the 
body; and the gathering to their 


fathers, are by no means the fame, | 


but widely “different——One, the — 
gathering to their people or fath- | 


ers, is uniformly mentioned as an 

event immediately connected with 

dying, though diftin& from it, 

and in no degree dependent oa 

the will or conduét of their furs ’ 
viving friends onearth. Theoth- 

er, (the butial of the body) as 

dependent on their will and per- 

formed by them. 

We obferve fecondly. That 
thefetwo are diftin€t from each 
other, appears from this, viz. 

The bodies of thefe ancient 
faints were not in ali inftances, 
gathered to the bodies of their 
people and fathers by burial. 
Thus, in thé cafe of Abraham, 
the bodies of his people and pre- 
genitors were hundreds of miles 
diftant from the place of his bu- 
rial. The body of Mofes was 
not gathered to the bodies of his 
people in his burial, for it was 
placed alone, and the bodies of 
the generation mentioned in the 
paffage under confideration, were 
not gathered to their fathers in 
this fenfe—their immediate pro- 
genitors were buried in the wilder- 
nefs, and the more remote, inthe 
land of Egypt. 

Thus it appears that when the 


infpired writer informs us that all 


hat generation, were gathered to 
their fathers, it is not defign. 
ed merely to let us know that 
they ceafed to live on earth, or 
that their dead bodies were put in 
craves: Much lefs, that the {pir- 
S 

it, or the foul, ceafed to exif and 


-* Det, xxxiv, 6. 


aye sg 
Re 
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_ the natural reafon of man, per- 


‘ 
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beconfcious. But that they were , pious patriarchs x is faid, < Thefe 
removed from this world, to dwell | all died in faith not having receiv- 
with their pious anceftors who had | ed the promifes, but having fees 
gone before them to glory. them afar off, and were perfuaded 
This fate of exiftence is invifi- | of them and embraced them, and 
ble to mortal eyes. It is difcov- confeffed that they were ftrangers 
erable by none of our fenfes—| and pilgrims on earth,’ that 
‘<they defired a bettercountry, that 
ceives no certain evidence of it. | is an heavenly.’*  Thefe with 
A probability is all that can be | other ancient faints now in glory, 
learned, and this, not from natu- | conftitute the cloud of witnefles 
ral, but moral arguments. The by which we are encompafled. 
immortality of the foul, and its |The general afflembly and church 
confcious exiftence when fepara- | of the firft born—the {pirits of 
ted from the body, may indeed be | juft men made perfeét,+ to which 
argued from the perfeétions of | we come. 
God, the nature of his moral | From the holy feriptures we 
government, and the accountabil- learn, not onlythat manhasa future 
ity and moral characters of men. | and endlefs exiftence after death, 
But fuch is the weaknefs of hu- | on which he immediately enters 
man underftanding, that it cannot | on leaving the body; but alfo 
be eafily determined whether ar- | that he is unchangeably fixed in 
gumentsdrawn from thefeand fim- |'a ftate of happinefs or mifery, 
ilar topics, rife above probability. | according to his charaCter, in this 
Who, unaflifted by fupernatural | world, according to the things 
revelation, could pronounce with | done in the body, whether good 


unwavering certainty, that infi-| or bad.”’t That this ftate fhall - 


nite wifdom could find no method | be extended to the whole man, by 
_ to anfwer the defigns of moral | the refurrection of the body, and 
government, though man fhould | the general judgment at the end 
not be made immortal ? of the world.» When the bodies 
For this reafon, probably, | of the faints fhall be raifed glori- 
among others, the {tate of man | ous and immortal, adapted to their 
after death is in the facred wri-| flate of perfeCtion in heaven, and 
tings, fliled Hades, i. e. that which | the bodies of the wicked fhall be 
ts unfeen.* But by fupernatural | alfo raifed, adapted to their ftate 
revelation, “life and immortality | of condemnation and woe. . 
are brought to light,”? from the How precious is that revelation 
facred writings we learn that’) which contains thefe most inter- 
Enoch walked with God, and | efting truths! and which manifetts 
was not, for God took him.+ | thedivine defigns of loveandmercy 
That Elijah went up by a whirl- through a crucified Saviour !— 
wind into heaven, and that when Through whom the guilty may 
the righteous are taken from this | become righteous, and who has 
world, they enter into peace and | obtained eternal redemption for 
reft in their beds, each one walk- | his church, 
ing in his uprightnefs,§ and of the Not: only the new teftament, 
where thefe things are more clear- 
* Mat. xvi. 18. Ads: il. 97, 31. SS . 
Rey. i, 18. + Gen. ve 24. * Heb. xi 013) 16.) pobieb, txt, t,, 
¢ 4 Kings ii, rx. § Maiala lviie x, 2. ' 23. $ 2 Com ve 10 
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ly. and abundantly teftified, but 
the old alfo, and even the earlieft 
parts’ of it, intimate thefe moft 
interefting truths, whilethey aflure 
us, that the people of God when 
they left our world, were gather- 
ed to their people and their fath+ 


ers, and thus were united with | 
| feparation. 


the fpirits of the juft, made per- 
feét, who had led the way before 
them in the afcent to glory. 

The fubjec leads to the follow- 
ing reflections. . 

1. The death of good men is 
not a feparation from their beft 
friends and deareft connexions, 
but are-union with them. 

Death has been ufually confid- 
ered, as a feparation from our 
deareit connexions, and it is foto 
the wicked—they leave all their 
friends behind them. They are 
never reconciled with their pious 
progenitors. The feparation is 
perpetual—this is ftrongly mark. 
ed in our Lord’s reprefentation of 
the rich man and -Lazarus.* A 
great gulf is fixed between them 
which can never be paffed. But 
the godly when they leavethe body, 
are the charge of angels, and min- 
~ gle with the faints of the ages 
which are paft. ‘The beggar 
died——and was carried by angels 
to Abraham’s bofom.” 

To thofe indeed who remain on 
earth, it isareal, though a fhort 
feparation. But good men have 
dearer and more numerous friends 
in heaven than on earth. To 
thefe, they are re-united by dy- 
ing. Many efpecially who aread- 
vanced in life, have parted with 


friends who were exceedingly dear | 


to them, on earth. And thefe 

friends are fo much improved— 

and they areintroduced to fo many 

more, unknown to them here, and 

are themfelves fo much altered for 
% Luke xvi. 19—31- 
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the better, by a feparation from 
the body, that the re-union mu 
be every way inexpreflibly happy. 
In regard to Chriftian friends 
whom they leave behind, they 
are comforted in the profped of 
their {peedy arrival—and they are 
delivered from the fear of a future 


While abfent, they know them 
to be the peculiar care of heaven—= 
that the Lord Jefus Chrift is 
their fhepherd—that he is prefent 
in his churches—-walks in the 
midft of the feven golden candle- 
fticks—holds the ftars in his right 
hand—that his angels are minilt- 
ring {pirits to thofe heirs of falva- 
tion—and perhaps they are them- 
{elves employed, by their com- 
mon Lord, in thefe offices of love 
and kindnefs to them. This 
thought is exceedingly comfort- 
ings The reflection is natural, 
from the fubje&, and it is not 
foreign to the apparent fenfe of 
many facred paflages. 

Weare not to look at thofe 
things as the objects of fenfe, but 
of that faith which is ‘the fub- 
ftance of things hoped for, and 
the evidence of things not feen.’” 

Such faith views with unaltera- 
ble delight, the general affembly 
and church of the firft born—and 


tinually arriving from our world 
to be gathered to their fathers— 
re-uniting with theirpious progen- 
itors, and thofe friends who were 
like their own foul on earth, how 
much more fo in heaven ! By the 
friendly offices of thefe, moft 
probably, they are introduced to 
an intimate and happy acquaint- 
ance with the faints of diftant 
ages and countries, and mingle 1a 
the throng. 

Amidft fuch an innumerable 


multitude of perfected faints, the 


Jamion of the whole is entire—they 


N 


etter 
4, 


fees the f{pirits of juft men con-— 


: = 
et 


98 


Jove one another with a pure heart 

ervently, and are made perfec in 
one. But may we not. fuppofe 
that love to be ftill more peculiar- 
ly happifying in the re-union of 
thofe who were intimately con- 
need, in the duties and trials, 
the joys and forrows of mortality ; 
and who were originally twin- 
born-{fouls 2? - —* 

The moft improved minds of 
created beings, and efpecially of 
men, are limited to narrow bounds, 
a {mall circle, only, can be com- 
prehended., Creature love, there- 
fore, though it embraces the wholé 
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natural body*—and doth he not. 


raaintain equal order in heaven ?— 


Happy fpirits! releafed from the’ 


fins end forrows of mortality, uni- 
ted to their God and Saviovr—to 
angels and faints—happy in the 
beft company—in the nobleft em- 


| ployment. 


moral fyftem, and refts in God as | 


the fource and fum of good ; in 
its exertions muit immediately ref- 
pect particular objets, ina {mall 
circle, adapted to a capacity fmall 
like ours. As the man whofe 
love embraces his country at large 
—to ferve its intereft mutt exert 
his abilities, notin all places and 
occupations, but in one—even fo 
the {pirit, unitedto theinterefts of 
God’s kingdom, muft act accord- 
ingly. This being fo, may we 
not reafonably fuppofe that each 
of the happy fpirits above ftands 
in his lot, or fills the place and per- 
formsthe fervices to which hisabili- 
ties are beft adapted ? And that 
fpirits peculiarly united on earth, in 
friendfhip, arifing from fimilarity of 
talents, difpofitions and tafte, in 
thofe things, which conftituted 
theircharaéteras {pirits, not asmor- 


tals—that thofe, and others like | 


‘them, not known in this world to 


each other, will be peculiarly uni- 
ted'in their exercifes and enjoy- 
ments ? God is a Ged of order, 
in heaven no lefs than on earth. 
Has he fixed the landing of each 
member of his church below to 
his proper place and bufinefs, with 
anexactneis like that which hie k 


es 
as 


wed m the feveral members of the 


: 


2. Our pious anceftors who are 
removed from our world, are gath- 


ered to their fathers, they are uni-. 


ted in glory. How many of our 
progenitors are of that bleffed 
number it is not oursto determine; 


to God who knoweth the hearts: 


of all men,. and to him only it be- 
longs. But we have learmed 
from his word to entertain this 
bleffed hope, for as many as feri- 
oufly profefs to be the difciples of 
Chrift, and whofe practice does 
not vilibly countera@ their pro- 
feffions. Forming our charitable 


judgment by this rule, what a glo- 


rious number have been removed 
from earth to the happy family 
above ? ‘ 

Readers, while we are on this 
pleafing fubject, you will readily 


| call to mind many of our venera- 


ble anceftors, the fweet favor of 
whofe names is not wholly lott. 

Our comfort concerning depar- 
ted Chrittian friends is that « they 
are gathered-to their people,’ 
“ they reft from their labors, and 
their works follow them.’? 

3. Shall we not be perfuaded 
to {pend life in a preparation for 
death and heaven ? Who of ws 


does not earneflly defire to be 
happy after death—to be happy — 


with our pious anceltors, and 
Chriftian friends, who are ore 
before us ? Will any one fay when 
he commits to the houfé of filence, 
the remains of a pious and beloy- 
ed parent——wife or friend—let 
this parting be final—this fepara- 
Sees 


“t Corinth. xii Chap. through ons, 
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tion eternal ! Never more let me 
give or receive the expreflions. of 
affection! ‘This 
~ \avould be indeed to “forrow as 
_ thofe who have no hope.” Rath- 
er, who isnot earneftly defirous to 
meet thofe deareft, thofe tender- 
eft names, in the region of happy 
{pirits, and live with them forever? 
That we. may be gathered to 
our pious anceftors, we muft tread 
in their fteps.. We mutt follow 
them where they followed Chrift, 
and “ go our way forth by the 
footiteps of the flock.”? We muft 
afk for the old path, the good 
way, in which the faints of all 
generations have travelled to heav- 
en. We muft walk in it, and the 
end of our journey will be happy. 
Plain is the path which leads to 
heaven. Itis but to receive the 
truth in the love of it, and walk 
by the fame rule, and we fhall be 
fafely guided thro this wildernefs, 
to the promifed land. By faith 
we may behold it now, and when 
we fhall be gathered to our fath- 
ers, we fhall tafte the milk and 
honey. Our prefent flate is not 
without its troubles,among which, 
and far from being the {malleft, 
is the removal of our deareft Chri- 
“tian friends. ‘ But this will give 


additional felicity at the expected | 


meeting. Smallare the painsoffep- 
aration, compared with the pure 


and fublime joys of that blefled re- 


unien: But fad is the cafe of 
‘thofe who have neither part nor 
lot in this matter, painful the day 
of feparation, but more painful, 
that day, when faints fhall be re- 
united, end they fhall fee them 
coming from the eaft and welt— 
_ from the north and fouth, to fit 
down with Abraham, Ifaac, and 
Jacob, with their pious anceftors, 
in the kingdom of God,—but 
they fhall be fhut out. May God 


of his infinite mercy, through | 
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Jefus Chrift, prevent us frore fo 
dreadful a doom ! And may the 
awful idea effeCtualiy alarm every 
one, to fly from the wrath to 
come, and fay from the heart to 
each of his pious anceftors, “ thy 
people fhall be my people, and 
thy God my God!” 


The labor of perfons, divinely en- 
lightened, illuftrated, and ihe fub- 
jet applied to the confcience, in 
four letters, from Viator to 
CHRISTIANUS» 


(Continued from p. 61.) 
oer PERM 


Dear CurisTian Frienp, 
A S perfons divinely ilumi- 
nated, have the moral image 
of God reftored, or a holy tatte 
begotten within them, it 1s ima- 
gined that ‘ they labor to be ac- 
cepted of the Lord,’ in their 
temper, fentiments and conduct. 
-1. They labor to poffefs that 
temper, in which religion effen- 
tially confifts, thofe gracious af- 
fe&tions, which God in his holy 
word approves. 

They are fenfible that if they 
were to have their deferts, they 
fhould perifh eternally, and labor 
to keep themfelves humble, un- 
der a fenfe of their great vilenefs, 
to be at the divine footftool, and” 
daily to make the penitential cry, 
God be merciful to us finners. Al- 
tho’ they hope for mercy through 
the Saviour, they find that they 
are very far from being what they 
ought to be, and pray that he 
who hath begun a good work in 
them, would perform it until the 
day of Fefus Chrift. We fee their 
pious longing verified in the con- 
du& of king David: “ Purge 
me with hyfop and I thall be 
clean, wafh me and I fhall be 
whiter than fnow. Make me ta 


£ 
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hear joy and gladnefs ; that the 
bones which thou haft broken 
may rejoice : Hide thy face from 
my fins and blot out all mine ini- 
quities. Create in me a clean 
heart, O God, and renew a right 
{pirit within me.”” They realize, 
that “God refifteth the proud, but 
giveth grace to the humble :” 
that the ¢ facrifices of a broken 
and contrite heart he will not de- 
fpife.’? After all their prayers and 
pious fervices, they know that 
they are unprofitable fervants, and 
with the greateft fincerity fay, 
** Not by works of righteoufnefs 
which we have done, but aecord- 
ing to his mercy he faved us by 
the wafhing of regeneration and 
renewing of the Holy Ghoft.”’ 

Perfons divinely enlightened, 
labor hikewife, to have their hearts 
fenfibly exercifed in that love, in 
which is comprifed the general na- 
ture of religion, and which indeed 
is the fubftance of all the Chrif- 
tian graces, by whatever name 
they are called, 

In like manner, they labor to 
rejoice in the re&titude of divine 
government, even when called to 
pais thro’ the moft fevere trials. 
They well know God’s right to 
govern—that fuch are the per- 
fections of his nature, that he 
can do no injuftice to any of his 
creatures, and that tho’ ¢ there 
is no evil in the city which the 
Lord hath not done,’ yet «he 


never willingly grieves and afli@s 


the children of men 2? that he 
hath fome good end to anfwer by 
all the punifhment infli&ed on the 
wicked :—that the fharpeft trials 


which attend the truly righteous - 


are only fatherly chaftifements, 

for ‘whom he loveth he chaften- 

eth—all things work together for 

good tothem that love God, to 

them who are the called according 

to his purpofe : and that they 
? 
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will ultimately terminate in the 
glory of God, as it is faid ‘to 
him are all things.? With thefé 
things in view, they labor « to re- 
joice evermore :” to “let pa- 
tience have its perfe€&t work that 
they may be perfe&t and entire 
wanting nothing.” We fee this 
temper actually verified in the 
prophet Habakkuk: “ Altho’ 
the fig-tree fhall not bloffom, nei- 
ther fhall fruit be in the vine, the 
labor of the olive shall fail, and 
the fields fhall yield no meat, the 
flocks fhall be cut off from the 
fold, and there fhall be no herd in 
the ftalls. Yet I will rejoice in 
the Lord, I will joy in the God 
of my falvation.”” To the fore- 
going, out of the many, which 
might eafily be mentioned, may 
be added the example of Paul ; 
«¢ T have learned in whatever ftate 
Iam, therewith to be content; I 
know how to be abafed, and how 
to abound: Every where and in 
all things I am inftruéted, both 
to be full and to be hungry, both 
to abound and to fuffer need.” 


2. Perfons divinely enlighten- 


ed, “as new born babes, defire 
the fincere milk of the word that 
they may grow thereby.” Poffef- 
fing that {pirit, which guides « in. 
to all truth,” they will labor to 
underftand and cordially to em- 
brace all the fentiments taught in 


the bible, however they may “ : 
“ ftain the pride of all glory.”? 
They know, from divine teftimo- _ 


ny, that “ every man’s work will 
be tried, of what fort it is’? 
that nothing but truth can abide 
when tried by a perfe@ ftandard, 
that erroneous fentiments, can no 
more abide the final trial, than 
hay, wood and ftubble, can with- 
ftand fire; they labor therefore, 
“to held faft the form of found 


“words,” received from the apof- 


tles, efteeming the modern cathol- 
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icifm, that itis no matter awhat men 
believe, if they are honeft to them- 
felves,to be infidelity. In theview 
of thofe who are divinely enlight- 
ened, there are truths effential to 
religion. They labor to know 
.what they are ; and exceedingly 
_ dread the thought of ‘being ‘ car- 
“ried about by every wind of doc- 
‘trine.”? The interefting queftion 
with themis, what hath God re- 
vealed? Do@trines clearly taught 
in the feriptures, notwithitanding 
all the difficulties attending them, 
_ they fuppofe to be important, and 
labor to embrace. The holy fove- 
reignty of God, the doétrine of 
the trinity, the depravity of man, 
the divinity and atonement of 
Chrift, the neceffity of the new 
birth, the certainty that thofe 
who believe hall be Javed, that 
| thofe who believe not, hail be 
- damned—thall a&tually experience 
interminable mifery, are doétrines 
fo clearly revealed, that they con- 
~ fider them effential to be received, 
and labor to be unwavering in the 

, belief of them. 

3. Perfonsdivinely enlightened, 
labor to walk according to the or- 
der of the gofpel, to obferve the 
ordinances of the new-teftament, 
baptifm and the Lord’s fupper, 
and to maintain upon alloccafions, 
propriety of condu&, ‘ to have 
always a confcience void of offence 
toward God, and toward men.” 
They have ‘the law of their 
God in their heart, and it is the 
natural tendency of their new na- 
ture, toinfluence them to right 
condua. If that were fully to 
prevail, they would perfedily ob- 
ferve the following, and all divine 
commands: “ Abhor that which 
is evil, cleave to that which is 
good. Be kindly affeCtioned one 
to another, with brotherly love 

_ jn honor preferring one another : 
_. Not flothful in bufinels ; fervent in 


tion ; 


{pirit ; ferving the Lord s>Rejois? 
cing in hope, patient ins tribylla- 
continuing inffait in pray- 


er. Diftributing to the négeffity. 
of the faints, given to-hofpitality. 
Blefs them who perfecute you 5 
blefs and curfenot. Rejoice-with 
them who do rejoice, and weep 
with them that weep. 
fame mind one towards anoth- 
er. Mind not high things, but 
condefcend to men of low eftate. 
Be not wife in your own conceit. 
Recompenfe to no man_ evil for 
evil, Provide things honeft in the 


fight of all men. If it be poffi- 


ble, as much as lieth in you, live 


peaceably with all men. Dearly 


beloved, avenge not yourfelves, but 
rather give place unto wrath : for 


it is written, vengeance is mine, 
I will repay faith the Lord. 
Therefore if thine enemy hunger 
feed him; if he thirft give him 
drink : for in fo doing thou fhalt 
heep coals of fireon hishead. Be 
not overcome of evil,*but over- 
come evil with good.”’ 

Selfith, unrenewed men, neither 
love tobe bound by the foregoing, 
nor by any other divine rulés, but 
to “ walk in the fight of their 
own eyes !”? Thofe perfons into 
whofe hearts, ** God who com- 
manded the light to fhine out of 
darknefs, hath fhined, to give 
the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jefus 
Chrift,”? love the divine law. 
They love to meditate upon it, 
and take great pleafure in obeying 
it. We fee this ftrikingly verifi- 
ed in the conduét of the pious 
Pfalmift : “« O how love I thy law! 
it is my meditation all the day.” 
“¢'Thy teftimonies alfo are my 
delight.” 

Perfons divinely ealightened, 
believe that they and all men, 
“ muft appear before the judge- 
ment feat of Chrift; that every 
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one may receive the things done 
in his body, according to that he 
hath done whether it be good or 
bad.” Their faith is not merely 
fpeculative, but it has an influence 
upon their condué. They look 
to the perfe&t example of their 
divine leader, and endeavor to im- 
“itate it. They labor to keep 
* clean hands,”’ to * do Sufily, to 
dove mercy, and to walk humbly be- 
fore God,’’ *to do unto cthers as 
they would that others fhould do 
unto them.’ They labor careful- 
ly to conform to the following 
moft excellent rules, fay not to 
thy neighbour go and come again 
and to-morrow I will give,”’ when 
they have it by them: “ Give to 
him who afketh of thee and from 
him that would borrow of thee, 
turn not thou away.” ‘They la- 
bor in proportion to their fan@ifi- 
cation, as God gives them oppor- 
tunity, to diffufe happinefs among 
allclaffes of people. Like the good 
Samaritan, they bind up the 
wounds of the diftreffed ! They 
feel quick for the orphan, and 
** caufe the widow’s heart to fing 
for joy.’ « Whatfoever their 
hand findeth to do,’ they labor, 
‘to do it with their might.’ Af. 
ter all their labors, they view 
* themfelves as “ unprofitable fer. 
vants,”” and hope, only thro’ 
grace, to hear from their judge in 
the laft great day, « well done 
good and faithful fervants, enter 
yeinto the joy of your Lord.” 
Lam yours, &c. 
VIATOR. 
(To be continued. ) 


4 narrative of a revival of reii- 
Sion in Middlebury, a pari/h of 
Waterbury, in the years 1799, 
and 1800, communicated to the 
Editors by the Rev. Ira Hart, 
peftor of ihe church in Said place. 
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(Continued from p. 69.) 
LETTER II. 


GENTLEMEN, 

N my laft letter, I propofed 
I to give you fome account of 
particular exercifes of individuals, 
I fhall begin with the cafe of a 
young woman, a profeffor, who 
had been induced to attend a 
place of amufement, which the 
afterwards became convinced was 
improper. - The circumftances 
will be mentioned moftly in her 
own words, as communicated tg 
mein a letter. 

*¢ In compliance with your re. 
queft, I give you my opinion and 
experience of the impropriety of 
a profeffor’s attending balls. Per- 
mit me however, in the firft place, 
to relate fome particulars in an 


earlier part of my life. At the. 


age of 13, I was admitted into 
company, as.an equal with thofe 
of 20, and 25. At 16, the 
Lord was pleafed to ftop my ca- 


reer of folly, and to call my mind _ 


from the world, by a deep fenfe 
of the importance of religion to 
the prefent and future happinefs 
of my foul. After a-painful con. 
viction of the awful depravity of 
my heart, the amazing diftance ] 
was at from God by nature, my 


defert of everlafting punifhment, 


and the total inability of helping 
myfelf by any works of righteouf. 
nefs which I could do 3 1 was 
brought, as I believed, to throw 
down my weapons and fubmit to 
God. The beauty, excellency 
and propriety of his charaéter and 
government, produced a calm fe. 
renity of mind, to which I was 
before a ftranger, The conver- 
fation and fociety of the ferious 
gave me more fatisfation in one 
hour, than all the vain amufe. 
ments, which I could call to mind, 
from my cradle until that time, 
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Y met with many trials from the 
gay company ‘with which I had 
always lived in harmony ; but for 
the moft part was enabled to en- 
counter them with lefs difficulty 
than I expected. | Returning 
from fchool, I met with a gen- 
tleman who had been abfent during 
the time of my ferious impreffions. 
He accofted me in the following 
manner. ‘¢ How do you do Mifs 
? LT hear you are ferious and 
have done dancing—Is it fo ?”? I 
replied that I had indeed refufed 
to attend balls, for I believed that 
I had already fpent too much 
time in that folly ; but feared I 
was not fo ferious as had been 
reprefented. Well, returned the 
gentleman, “ you have got a fit, 
but Jam not much concerned, 
it will foon be over. I never 


_ knew an inftance fail, but that in 


Sal 


a fhort time, thofe ferious perfons 
would be as gay as ever. I shall 
fee you foon at fuch and fuch a 
ball room ; and you will dance as 
fprightly as ever. I fhall then 
remind you of what I now fay, 
but you will tell me, I don’t feel 
now as 1 didthen.””? He left me, 
for I was unable to anfwer. As 
foon as his face was turned, the 
tears owed without control. I 
exclaimed to myfelf, Oh is it poff- 
ble ! Is it poffible ! Can it be. that 
{ thall be left to that miferable re- 
fort for happinefs ! I tryed to be- 
lieve that he prophefied falfely ; 
but full I knew that it was not 
impoflible. For fome time I was 
much diftreffed, left I fhould be 
left to difhonor the caufe of reli- 
gion, and bring contempt upon its 
profeffors. About the age of 
nineteen, this over anxious concen, 
as I then thought it, left my mind, 
by degrees, and T loft much of 
the fenfe of my dependence. I 
heard too much of the applaufe 


of my fellow worms, which gave 
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a {pring to pride and felf conceit, 
till alas ! they gained an nnhappy 
afcendency. I was now frequent- 
ly in company with thofe, who 


were indeed civil but not /érious, 


amd joined in their trifling amufe- 
ments. Their attention and po- 
litenefs concealed the danger, and 
led me to be more and more con- 
verfant with fuch fcenes of folly. 
At the time of your ordination, 
when I wasabout 20, I was{elicited 
by a near relation, out of polite- 
nefs to fome refpeftable acquaint- 
ance then prefent, to attend a ball, 
I knew he would not advife me 
to do any thing which he judged 
at all inconfiftent with my profel- 
fion. Aiter confiderable conver- 
fation, and with much reluctance, 
I confented to go; andI affure 
you, fir, there was not a perfon 
in the company, but what faw me. 
“After the. interefting fervices of 
the day, and.the folemn confecra- 
tion of a minifter to feed my foul 
with the bread of life and the wa- 
ters of life, here I was in the ball 
room, amid the thoughtlefs and 
the gay. Nor was this the left 
time. . I was again where there 
was mufic and dancing. My 
Chriftian friends were alarmed and 
reproved me, but with little effect. 
Thad liftened to the voice of adu- 
lation, and God had left me to 
reap the reward cf my folly. 1 
had almoft loft fight of God and 
was fwiftly gliding down the 
flream of fpiritual declenfion. 
But in mercy God was pleafed to 
ftop me, open my eyes, and bring 
me to confideration. Oh! the 
diftrefs, anxiety, fears and doubts 
which now harrowed up my foul !* 
Darknefs without and darknefs 
within! I fincerely thought that 
if I could have recalled the lait 
12 months, and have removed in- 


* This was at the beginning of the 


| late revival, 
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to fome difiant land, where I 
could never behold a face which I 
ever faw before, I fhould have 
chofen it, rather than to have 
brought the difgrace, which J 
then felt I had brought upon the 
church of Chrift. My dittrefs 
was unknown to any but myfelf, 
and nothing fhort of experience 
can conceive it. All my former 
feelings, with the. gentleman’s 
predi€tion, were brought freth to 
mind, and every reflection tended 
toaggravate my crime andenhance 
my diftrefs. A. compaffionate 
Saviour at length brought me to 
feel and fay, 
“His ftrokes were fewer than my crimes, 
.* And lighter than my guilt.” 

“ T think, fir, I can fay from 
experience that the amufements 
of the thoughtlefs, are exceeding- 
ly detrimental to the Chriftian’s 
growth in grace, calculated to® 
Keep the foul in leannefs, and to 
render the perfon unhappy ina 
religious profeffion and difconten- 
ted with the world. Confcience 
is continually fmiting and repro- 
ving ; and as the Chriftian has 
more light than an infidel, he is 
of-courfe more unhappy in the 
negle€t of duty. To undertake 
to ferve God and Mammionis a 
fure way to render life miferable, 
for both feripture and experience 
tellus we cannot do it. If you 
judge what I have written will be 
of ufe asa warning to my yonng 
brethren and filters in Chrift, you 
may difpofe of it for that purpofe.”’ 
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to comfort and refrefh his people. 


The diftrefs and doubts entertain-. - 


ed at this time by fome, were: 
wifely ordered in Providence to. 
their own future comfort and 
growth in grace, and to quicken. 
others in the way to Heaven. _ 

The following cafes will exhibit 
a general view of the exercifes of 
thofe who have been fubjeéts of 
the work. I give the account: 
nearly in their own words, that 
they may appear to fpeak for. 
themfelves and. teftify what God 
has dene for their fouls. A man 
aged 55 gave me the following 
account, 

“ [had httle or no religious in- 
ftruGion until about the age of. 
twenty-one ; and except a few 
feafons of conviGtion which were’ 
foon gone, my youth, and indeed’ 
my life has been {pent in ftupidity.. 
I was perfuaded that I muft and 
could do fomething of myfelf, but 
continually put it off fora more 
convenient feafon, and lived with- 
out hope and without God in the 
world. I was much oppofed to 
the Calviniftic do€trines of grace, 
and wanted to afk minifters and 
others whether they were really 
Chriftians according to their 
{cheme of juttification by faith 
alone. I offered my children in 
baptifm, becaufe it was fafhiona- 
ble, and fuppofed I had fo far 
done my duty. After fome 


| thought upon the doétrines of re- 


ligion, I concluded that if elec- 
tion was true, I was not to blame, 


Several profeffing Chriftians.| Here I fettled down at eafe, and 


were fhaken and greatly diftreffed, 
left they had: trufted in the hope 
of the hypocrite. The awaken- 
ing was of great fervice to them, 
and indeed to the whole church. 
We had {weet feafons of commun- 
ion, at the Lord’s table, and feem- 
ed in fome-degree to realize that 
Jefus was prefent in his church, 


was in this fituation when the re- 
ligious attention began. JT hada 
curiofity to hear and fee, but felt 
no uncommon concern until I 
heard a fermon from thefe words 
“ Come unto me all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden’ and I will 
give youreft.”’* The word was 
* Matt. ii. 28: 


ne 
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fet home with power, and my fins 
appeared asa thick cland. I de- 
termined to fubmit myfelf to God, 
I thought I did; yet I felt unac: 
countably diftreffed. I thought 
T had done enough, but found no 
relief from my agony of mind. 
- My finfulnefs appeared greater 
than I could before have believed ; 
it lay upon me as an infupportable 
burden, until the anguifh of my 
tmhind impelled me to cry out for 
mercy. One day, being alone in 
the fields, I could not contain my 
diftrefs, but for fome time on my 
knees cried aloud, “ Lord have 
mercy on me.! Lord have mercy on 
me !? I had hitherto negle&ted 
family prayer, but now I refolved 
to begin the next fabbath mortt 
ing. Thetime came, but I could 
not pray. My diftrefs was foon 
increafed, by reflection on this 
text, ** No man having put his 
hand to the plough and looking 
back is fit for the kingdom of 
heaven.”’* The word came with 
power, and I faid “Woe is me, 
if, I don’t pray in my family.” 
In the evening I attempted. I 
had many trials, fome of them 
perhaps uncommon and not profit- 
able to relate. Still I was deter- 
mined to be faved by the law. 
My heart rofe againft gofpel doc- 
trines, efpecially ele€tion, which I 
hated. Yet I could fiad no reft 
in the law. That I had broken 
the -law was manifeft, and this 
feripture was direCtly againft me, 
«‘ Curfed is every one that contin- 
weth not in all things which are 
written in the book of the law to 
‘dothem.”+ I could fcarcely eat, 
drink or fleep ; concluded there 
was no mercy for me, and ap- 
proached the gates of defpair. 
All this time I wag feeking falva- 
tion by works of the law. One 
morning I felt better and enjoyed 
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a ferenity of mind, for which I 
could not account. I was foon 
engaged in contemplation on this 
feripture, “ For whofoever will 
fave his life fhall lofe it; and who- © 
foever will lofe his life for my fake, 
fhall find it.” My, mind imme- 
diately explained it thus, «* Who-~ 
foever will fave hislife by refting on 
his own works of the law, fhall lofe 
it; but whofoever will renounceall. 
dependence upon himfelf and truft 
aloneto gracein Chrift fhall findit.”” 
Ina moment, the fabric TI had fo 
long and fo obftinately endeavor- 
ed to rear, tumbled in pieces. i 
wondered at the ignorance and fol- 
ly of all my former attempts, and 
that I fhould miftake eflentially 
in fo plaina cafe. ‘The difficulty 
was foon removed by this text, 
«¢ The natnral man receiveth not 
the things of the fpirit of God, 
for they are foolifhnefs unto him, 
neither can he know them, bes 
caufe they are fpiritually difcern- 
ed."* My wind dwelt upon 
thefe and other paffages as upon a 
rich treafare newly found. J 
feemed really to come from dark- 
nefs to light. The words: I had 
often read, but there now appear- 
edan heavenly beauty I had never 
known before; I felt a defire to 
glorify God, who had contrived 
fuch an excellent {cheme of falva- 
tion, and revealed it fo plainly to 
men. i found the bible had been 
a fealed book to me, and that 
with all my gettings [ had never 
got a true underftanding of the 
way of falvation by Jefus Chrift. 
The whole fcheme of gofpel doc- 
trines, efpecially eleClion and di- 
vine fovereignty, which before made 
my heart rife up in emnity againft 
God, now appeared glorious and 
lovely do€trines. 1 faw, that all L 
had done to obtain falvation was 
wholly felfifi ; that I was totally 


ee 
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depraved, and that unlefs election 
was true there could be no hope 
in my cafe. I perceived that all 
my oppofition to the doétrines of 
grace originated in pride, becaufe 
I was not willing that God fhould 
work in me to.will and to’ do of 
his own good pleafure. I now 
rejoiced that he did do it, and 
yet found myfelf in the unimpair- ’ 
ed. poffeffion of moral freedom. 
I thought before that I was nght 
and God was wrong, but now I 
felt that God was right and I was 
wrong; and that my former 
fcheme of falvation, by works 
of the law, if it could be true was 
not defirable, becaufe unfpeakably _ 
lefs beautiful, than that by fove- 
reign grace in Jefus Chnift. I 
felt no defire to hear preaching 
about works, unlefs a clear dif- 
tinGtioa was made between duty 
and merit. I thought little of 
myfelf or of. the danger of future 
punithment ; God was all glori- 
ous, and the Saviour the chiefeft 
among ten thoufand for his own 
fake. Having obtained help of 
God, I continue unto this time, 
a brand plucked from the fire ; in 
myfelf, apoor, miferable, guilty 
creature ; andif I am ever faved, 
it will manifeftly be all of God. 
“Not unto me but unto God 
. through Chrift be all the glory 
forever.”’ 

A young woman addreffed me 
by letter as follows. « My de- 
fign, in this communication, is to 
inform you what the. Lord ‘hath 
done for my foul. At the time 
of my firft-erious impreflions, I 
was 16 years old, and had to that 
time lived a carelefs and ftupid 
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ering that he looks at the heart. 
I thought I was too young to at- 
tend much to religion, and I-con- 
fidered it a fad and melancholy 
thing fit for none but thofe who 
were juft aboutto leave this world. 
I depended much on the doftrine 
of eleétion, as I had perverted it. 
‘If I am to be faved I fhall be fa- 
ved, let me do what I will ; and if 
Tam to be loft I thall be loft, let 
me do what I will.”? Here I reft- 
ed, ‘fecure in my finful negle@ of 
God and his fon Jefus Chri. 
And I fear that many who are ol- 
der and wifer than I reft on the 
fame fandy foundation. JIhad a 
great tafte for reading, but I read 
thofe books only which ferved to 
poifon my mind, and lead it from 
God and ferious things. When 
the awakening appearedamong us, 


and one and another of my com- - 


panions were enquiring, what they 
fhould do to be faved ? I refolved 
to go onas I was, let the confe- 
quences be what they would. I 
lived from home, and hearing that 
my aged parents and two of my 
fifters were under great concern of 
mind, I could not forbear fighin 
and faying to myfelf are they all 
fools ; I fhall never enjoy another 
moment’s comfort with them as 
long as I live.” ‘It appeared to 
me that I would not feel as they 
did for the whole world. The 
firft {erious impreflion on my mind 
was while reading thefe lines in 
the “ Young Child’s pious refo- 
lutions.”? 


“Tis time to feek to God and pray’ 
“ Vor what I want for every day, 
“T have a precious foul to fave, 

»“ And Ta mortal body have.” 


hfe ; a ftrangerto God and Chrift, |... <« I had hitherto thought that 


and to things facred and divine. 
[ thought I was not very bad as I 
refrained from ftealing, lying, 
{wearing and other oper violations 
ef Ged’s holy law ; not confid- 


there would be time enough for 
me to attend to religion when. I 
was o/d ; but thefe words came 
with fuch power that I could not 


 reft without fecking an intereft in 


7 


4802.) 
—Chrift immediately. I was greatly 


concerned about myfelf, and felt 


‘that I muft do fomething, but 
what to do I knew not. I could 
not pray, and never had pray’d in 
my whole life. I durft not repeat 
the Lord’s prayer, becaufe I 
thought it was made for his difci- 
ples and not forme. I refolved 
that. no one fhould know my feel- 

‘ings; but~foon my diftrefs poured 
‘ jn upon meas a flood, and I 
could: not forbear crying to the 
Saviour for mercy. I attended 
meeting the next fabbath, expect- 
. ing to find fome relief, when thefe 
awful words were the fubjeét of 
difcourfe : «It fhall-be more tol- 
erable for the land of Sodom in 


the day of judgment than for 


thee.’* My fins rofe in order be- 
fore me. I was ftruck dumb be- 
- fore God while thefe words foun- 
ded in my ears, and the fermon 
defcribed my awful cafe. iriftead 
of finding comfort T went home 
witha heavy heart. I foon began 
to doubt whether the bible was 
the word of God. I thought 
it might poflibly be a forgery, and 
earneftly hoped it was. I hated 
the bible becaufe it contained my 
condemnation.+ I felt that God 
was partial in fhewing mercy to 
others and not to me. ‘The en- 
rity of my heart rofe againft him ; 
and indeed I wifhed there was no 
God. I attempted to caft the 
blame upon him and juttify my- 
felf, but ftill could not be fatisfied. 
I longed to be fpoken out of ex- 
iftence, for the more I underftood 
~ of the divine charaCter, the more 
I hated it, and could not endure 
the thought that the Lordreigned 
and that all things were at his ab- 
‘folute difpofal. 


——— 


~  * Matt..xi. 24. 


_ + This, fentence gives the true rea- | 
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rejected by 
infidels. at nth 
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fome who obtained comfort and 
had not been fo long in dittrefs as 
I had, my heart’ boiled within me. 
I thought I could not live long 
in this diftrefs, and that God 
would not fuffer fuch a wicked 
wretch to live ; and even deathap- 
peared defirable though it fhould 
make me eternally miferable, be- 
caufe while living I thought I was 
~preparing fora more aggravated 
punifhment. © While walking I 
{ometimes imagined the earth 
would open and {wallow me up $ 
and that I hung over the bottom- 
lefs pit by nothing but the brittle 
thread of life. Iflept but little, 
for if I went to’fleep I was afraid 
I fhould awake in hell. 

In this unhappy ftate of mind, 
I continued from Sept. ’99_ till 
March 1800, when I was taken 
dangeroufly fick, andforfome days 
deprived of reafon. When my rea- 
fon‘returned, I fuppofed T mutt 
foondie ; but, how different weremy 
feelings now from what they had 
fornierly been ! God appeared to 
me perfectly juft and righteous in 
all his dealings with me. It ap- 
peared to be right and -eafonable 
that I fhould love fuch an holy be- 
ing. I felt more compofed and 
tranquil than ever before, and I 
could fay with the man reftored 
to fight, « Whereas I was blind 
now I fee.”’*: «I faw-fuch a beau- 
ty and lovelinefs in God and the 
things f before hated, that I feem- 
edto be ina new world, where 
every thing fpoke the glory’ of 
God, He appeared to me fo ho- 
ly, righteous and good in all his 
works and difpenfations, that I 
could freely fubmit myfelf to him 
and fay with Job, “ Though he 
flay me yet will I truft in him.’ 
When I recovered fo as to wait 
oa God in his houfe, I enjoyed , 
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more delight in’ one day than in | death, ever excited in my mind 
all the balls and vain amufements, | any degree of anxious concern for 
Thad attended in my life. God! my foul. The idea of leaving.my 
and his fervice have ever fince ap- | hufband and my children appeared 
peared glorious to me, and oh that | the moft diftreffing 3 but I chofe 
imay glorify him in life, death | not to hear the fubjec mentioned, 
‘and eternity !_ My hope depends | and endeavored to. keep it from 
folely on the rich, free and fove- my mind as much as pollible, A 
reigngraceof Godin Jefus Chrift.”” | beneficent God at length interpo- 
A. young married woman gives | fed in my behalf, rebuked .my 
the following account. painful diforder, ‘and reftored. me 
“« Near the clofe of Sept. 1799, | to my family as one ranfomed from 
while I enjoyed a comfortable | the grave. But I was as ftupid 
ttate of health, a religious meet- | under the mercies of God, as J 
ing was attended at our houfe. | had been before under his chafti- _ 
Tfound myfelf fomewhat impref- fing hand, Nothing could make 
fed with a fenfe of fin, and thought | my heart fubmit. I. was ftupid 
i wifhed to be a Chriftian. A | when breught to the brink of the 
day or two after this meeting, my | grave, with an eternity of woe 
health rapidly declined ; I was | before me 3and I was ftupid when 
toon dangeroufly ill and to appear- | marveloufly reftored to health, 
nce on the borders of the grave. | The world with all its delufive 
My great concern was to recover charms now prefented itfelf to my 
my health, and my hope reftedin | view. As foon as I was able to 
the phyfician, and not in Chrift. ride out, I vifited an elder brother, 
My fituation grew moreand more | who converfed with me freely on 
alarming, and my friends viewed my fituation, and the mercies I 
ime.as near the end of life. Iwas | had received. I obferved to him, 
in fome meafurealarmed,and much | that I really wifhed to become re- 
¥eared that if I fhould die I fhould | ligious, but I was certain it was 
be eternally miferable. Iendeav-| not in my power. He replied, 
ored to fatisfy myfelf by refle@- | that it was impoflible for him to 
ang, that I was not fo guilty as | tell for what purpofe my life had 
others. Except when people | been fo remarkably {pared ; but 
were talking to me of faith, re-| that from my. apparent ftupidity 
pentance and the new-birth, I al- | there was great reafon to fear, it 
ways doubted whether the juitice | was that I mi ght have an opportu- 
of an holy God would fend me nity of filling up the meafure of 
to hell for the few crimes. I had | my-iniquities, 'The idea flruck 
committed. Alas, how little did me, and feemed the voice of warn. 
JI know of the evil nature of fin ing from God to me to .anfwer 
and of my own criminality before | for my ingratitude. ‘The -fins-of 
God! And all this when I was my paft life refe, and were fet in 
viewed by others on the borders of order before me. I foon found 
_ Cternity. Indeed, fir, your con- | I had abufed all the mercies of 
Verlation, at the time of your vil- | God; that there was a holy law 
its, and the converfation of other | which J had tranfereffed, and-that 
religious people, was never fuffi- | I was under its juft tho’ awful 
cient to drive me wholly from this | curfe. Trefted but littlethe fol- 
retuge. . Neither. your prayers, | lowing night, and my diftrefs con. 
nor the @pparent near approach of | tinued for feverel days. Iwas av 
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gain about to go back; but the 
following fabbath I attended 
meeting, when a thank-offering 
was prefented for my recovery. 
Here my conviction and diftrefs 
revived, and continued thro’ the 
week, The next fabbath, [heard 
a fermon from thefe words, ‘ E- 
«phraim is joined to idols. let him 
alone.”* The fermon was appli- 
cable, as I thought, to my cafe, 
and feemed to be addreffed to me 
in particular. My convictions 
increafed, until I found myfelf 
hanging over the pit of everlaiting 
woe, deftitute of the leaft merit, 
and wounded by refleGion upon 
‘a whole life {pent in rebellion a- 
gainft God. Although I was 
convinced that I had been hither- 
to keptinexiftence by the forbear- 
ance of Ged, yet now it appear- 
ed to me that I fo richly deferved 
his wrath and curfe, that I had 
nothing elle to expe. With 
thefe views Iagain attended meet- 
ing, and found the fame broken 
law flaming againft me, and bring- 
jng my iniquity before my face. 
I returned home, took my bible 
and retired, and while perufing the 
facred pages this thought arofe in 
my mind, ‘ Jefus has died for 
finners.’’ It filled my heart with 
joy, and although in my agony of 
mind [had not very clear views 
of Chrift as Mediator, yet the 
idea was now {weet and refrefhing 
to my weary and heavy laden foul. 
After a few weeks, I found my- 
felf, as I believed, willing to 
come to the.feet of Jefus and lie 
low in the duft before him. My 
comfort was all built.on -Chrift as 
the foundation, and I think he 
then appeared, and ftill appears 
lovely ashe isin himfelf, and will 
berfo forever, whatever becomes 


of meafinner. During my.con- | 


inmate 
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victions I had many heart-rifings 
againft God and the doétrines 
of grace ; but when. this enmity 
was flam by the Holy Spirit, ina 
way which I know not, God ap- 
peared juft and righteous ; Chrift 
the chiefeft among ten thoufand 
and altogether lovely ; and the 
do€trines of grace the fweet food 
of my foul, the manna from heaven. 
Indeed, fir, I have been fuch an 
ungrateful, blind and ftupid finner. 
that I am fure there can be no 
hope in my cafe ynlefs there is a 
remnant according to the eleGtion 
of grace.” + My attainments are 
fo far fhort of what I thould fup- 
pofe would be in a real Chriftian, 
that I am, efpecially at times, 
doubtful whether I fhall ever ob- 
tain afeat at the right hand of 
Chrift ; but if this fhould ever 
be, I thall be lefs than the leaft 
of all faints, and mult forever dif. 
claim all merit in myfelf ; lay my 
crown at the feet of Immanuel and: 
afcribe all to his meritorious right- 
eoufnefs. Letthepraifeandtheglo- 
ry be forever to his eleling love, 
to rich, free andfovereign grace.” 

Thefe cafes are not feleGted be- 
caufe more firiking than _ others, 
but as moft eafily and coneifely 
defcribed ; and obtained with Ilefs 
difficulty than others, perhaps in 
many refpects more interefting, 
might have been. 

Earneftly defiring that the reli-. 
gion of Jefus Chrift may {pread. 
through the whole earth, 1 re- 
main your moft obedient humble 


fervant, IRA HART, 


‘Middlebury, July 15, 1802. 


A fhort account of the life and death 
of Mifs. Deborah Thomas of 
- Middleborough, ( Maffachufetis. ) 


HE was a perfon of a referv- 
ved difpolition, of a calm 


+ Romans xi. 5. 
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aind peaceable temper, and of fuch 


a deportment as to be very agreea- 
ble to the féveral families, in which 
the refided at times in the capaci- 
ty of an inftrudtor of children. 
She faid, during her laft illnefs, 
that fhe had been many times 
heretofore, under awakening, and, 
at feveral times, greatly concern- 
ed for her foul; and, therefore, 
was aftonifhed that fhe had been 
able to continue infuch ignorance 
of divine things, as fhe now found 
herfelf to be in. She obferved, 
that, when her brother’s fon, a 


youth of about fourteen years of 


age, died fuddenly, (which -was 
two years before her death,) her 
mind was ftrongly impreffed with 
a fenfe of the certainty of death, 


and the uncertainty of the time: 


of itscoming; and with a belief 
that. /be had not long to live, 
though then the was ip health. 
~* But, notwithftanding her fre- 
~ quent awakenings, it doth~ not 
. appear that fhe was the fubje& of 
any fpecial conviétion, ’till her 
laft illnefs commenced ; when the 
fpirit of God, by means of her 
reading Mr. Gray’s fermon, (to 
ufe her own expreffion ) tore her all 
#0 plecise : 

: She now fpoke of the fin of 
her nature, and of her moral im- 
potence to do good,and ackrowl- 
edged God’s righteoufnefs in pun- 
ithing finners.° She feemed to be 
convinced of the enmity in’ her 
heart againft holinefs, “She was 
in great diftrefs of mind 3 {pent 
much of her time in reading and 
praying, and often afked others 
to pray. for her. About two 
months before her death, there ap- 
peared an alteration in her mind. 
She faid, that the had fome dif. 
covery of the mercy of God 
through -Chrift ; and fhe men- 
tioned texts of{cripture, by which 
hermind was enlightened andcom- 
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‘forted. She faid that for about 


a fortnight fhe had been praying, 
and that it feemed as though fhe . 
could help praying no more than 
fhe could help breathing. Not- 
long after this, fhe fell into dark. 
néfs, fearing that fhe was yet un- 
der the power of fin, and being 
convinced, that, without holinefs, 
no man can fee the Lord. She 
complained of being confufed in 
her mind, and being unable to 
think fteadily on any thing. She 
defired Chriftians ta converfe free- 
ly with her, and to examine her 
clofely. She feemed to be afraid 
that they would think better of 
her than they ought to think. 
Thefe words, « Be not deceived, ” 
God is not mocked,” fhe often 
repeated. After this, fhe fpoke' 
of death with compofure. One 
time, being diftreffed, fhe was afk- 
ed the occafion of it: She faid, I 
am not at all concerned about hav-* 
ing any injuftice done to me. - A” 
good God cannot do me wrong. 
Tam not afraid of death ; but to 
think of being an enemy to God 
to all eternity appears dreadful. 
She was afked whether-the divine 
character appeared amiable to her ?- 
She anfwered, it ap ears fo at 
times ; but I cannot think that I 
have fuch’a fenfe of his amiable 
chara€ter, as Chriftians have. 
Her friends were affeted with‘her 
cafe, converfed with her, and 
prayed with her ;. but God’s time 
of deliverance was not yet come. 
About a fortnight before her 
death, fhe appeared to*be more 
calm in her mind. . She faid, that 
fhe felt at times, a little more fat- 
isfied as to the ftate of her foul. 
Being afked, whether fhe were 
willing that a fovereign” God 
fhould do with her as he pleafed ? 
She anfwered, Ithink I am ; and 
looking wp with a pleafant coun- 
tenance, added, and he will do’ 
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with me as he’pleafes. She ap- 
peared to be glad that fhe was in 
the Lord’s hand. 

Qn the Tuefday preceding her 
death, fhe ftrangled, was thought 
tobe dying, and the neighbors 
were called in. Seeing them a- 
round her, after a revival, fhe afk- 
ed her mother, whether they 
viewed her to be dymg ? Her 
mother replied, fhould you be fur- 
prifed, if we did think fo? She 
faid, no, not at all. 

_ After this fhe converfed but lit- 
tle ’till Wednefday evening, when 
it pleafed God to lift up the ight 
of his countenance upon her, and 
to fill her foul with joy un/peakable 
and full of glory. She {poke of 
the love of God through Chrift, 
faying, O glorious Chrift! O 
bleffed Jefus, my Lord and my 
God! Her joy appeared to be 
free from enthufiafm, or any thing 
of a-vifionary nature. She ap- 
“peared to be entirely compofed, 
and faid, that fhe neverfelt fo hap- 
py before in all her life, as now. 
On Thurfday fhe expreffed a de- 
fire to leave this world, and be 
with. Chrift. She was atked, 
whether fhe were not willing to 
‘wait God’s time ? She looked up, 
and {miled and faid yes, yes ! 
God’s bleffed time is beft. She 
eonverfed freely, and faid many 
. things, which could not be recol- 
leGted,- and many more, which 
could not be diftin&tly heard, by 
reafon of her weaknefs, and cough- 
ing. She no more complained of 
darknefs. She was defirous. of 
{peaking to her friends, and faid, 
that the reafon why fhe had not 
counfelled them before, was, be- 
caufe fhe thought that no body 
had fo; bada heart as fhe had : 
But 1 with I had firength now to 
warniny friends to prepare to meet 
me in glory. 
She appeared at timesthisnight 


Memoirs of Mifs Deborah Thomas. 


year of her age: 


GIL 


to be dying. She charged her 
attendants to tell her, whenever 
they fhould perceive that to be the 
cafe. Once fhe called to her 
mother, and faid, I think that I 
am dying, and, if it is the will 
of God, I-am glad. After a 
little while, fhe faid, I think 1 
am not dying yet, and defired her 


| parents to lie down again and get 


fome fleep, and faid, it may be 
that I fhall fleepa little too. A- 
bout break of day, the watcher 
notified us that fhe appeared to 
be faint. ‘Wewent to her imme- 
diately. Death appeared in her 
looks. She was fenfible that fhe 
was dying, and was calm and fe- 
renein her mind.. Not feeing 


~her father, fhe faid, where is my 


dear father ? When he came near 
to her, the faid, I defire father 
to pray for me. He afked -her, 
what fhe defired him to pray for ? 
She replied, pray that my faith 
may hoid out, and that I may, 
have patience to the end. After 
prayer, fhe afked for her mother, 
and looking on her with a fmile, 
faid, my mother, my mother, my 
dear mother, I am dying. , Her 


“mother afked her; whether fhe 


was afraid:to die ? She replied, no 
more than if I were going to 
fleep. A little after fhe revived, 
and faid, I am dying ; but I be- 
lieve that I fhall live fome hours 
yet, and fhe did. In which 
time many of the neighbors came 
in, and fhe kept {peaking with 
great earneftnefs; but her voice 
was fo weak that but a little part 
of what the faidcould be under- 
ftood. Shefaid, O blefled Jefus, 
Lcaft myfelf at thy bleffed feet { 


O glorious Jefus | Heise my Lord, 
J cs 


and my God. And thus the fell 
afleepin Jefus, as we trai, on 
January 15th, 1790, in the 34th 
Ske died of 
the pulmonary confumption.. 


riz 


The foregoing narrative’ was 
fubjtantially written by her venéra- 
ble father, the late Deac. Benja- 
min Themas, of whom fome me- 
moirs were publifhed in the laf 


“number. 


Mess’rs. Epirors, 
HERE are doubtlefs, many 

who truft they are recon- 

ciled to the great dottrines of the 
gofpel, and hence entertain a hope 
of eternal life ; who, yet, for fome 
reafons, or perhaps none that are 
fatisfactory, negle& that impor- 
tant duty enjoined by Chrift, of 
confeflinghim before men. They 
complain that they are walking 
in darknefs without light—they 
hope indeed, but with a great 
‘mixture of fear and doubt—they 
have fo little fenfible comfort of 
hope, ot clearnefs of evidence, 
that they fhrink from the duty as 
unqualified, and dare not pro- 


‘covenanting with God. Such, 
you will agree, are intitled to your 
benevolent attention. For the 
perufal and benefit of fuch, the 
following letter is prefented. It 
was written by alady toher friend; 
and being a praétical comment 
upon that fubje&, it is hoped 
may be as a voite from behind 
them ailuring them to the duty of 
uniting with thofe whocall them- 
felves by the name of Ifrael, 
With thefe views and wifhes, it 
is humbly fubmitted to your dif. 


poSi. E. M. 
June 22d, 1799. 
_. My pear FRIEND, 


[ T' tuft be a delightful fubje& 
of contemplation to every be- 
nevolent heart that Chriftt hath a 
chuteh in the world, and that the 
gates of hell {hall never prevail a- 
gaink it. 
Whea in thisday of great con- 
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| fufion, and diftrefs of nations, we 


fee him building it up in our land, 
and in other parts of the world, 
bowing the hearts of the finful 
children of men to his feeptre, 
and manifefting himfelf as a fin- 
pardoning God; how ought ev- 
ery heart to rejoice in his univerfal 
government ! What peculiar ads 
vantages do the difpenfations 6f 
Providence in the prefent day af- 
ford, for contemplating the di- 
vine character ! 

Atthe fame time, it- muft be 
very trying to the feelings of 
one, who having encountered the 
perils of a boifterous ocean, with 
pain anxiety and diftrefs when fear 
fat on every wave, hope fprany 
up with favoring gales, and dif- 


| appointment uniformly fucceeded ; 


fo find one’s felf again tofled upon 
the fame tumultuous fea ina poor 
bark, fhattered by former tem- 


' pelts amidft: furrounding rocks. 
ceed to the folemn tranfaGtion of | 


How neceflary is a fkilful pilot s 
and one, who can alfo command 
even the winds, and the fea, and 
they chey him ! O to reft wholly 
upon him ! This is but a faint 
epitome of my paft life, and of my 
prefent views. 

I feel, my dear friend, as if £ 
may with confidence open my 
heart to you, upon a fubje&t, in 
which I know you are fo much 
interefted—_I mean the advances 
ment of Chrift’s kingdom. And 
I truft you will more fenfibly res, 
joice, in the hope that he will 
admit me a humble member of his 
family, than a ftranger whom you 
never faw. You know, Madam, a 
little, and but a little, how I have 
always lived in darknefs. Andit 
is not at all Rrange that I had no 
light, fince I never obeyed Chrift’s 
commands. It appears from his 
own words, that obedience is the 
only teft of difciplefhip, and the 
only ground, or condition upon 
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whieh we may hope to enjoy. the 
light of his countenance, and the 
comfort of divine manifeftations. 
He that hath my commandments 
and keepeth them, he it) is. that 
loveth me 3 and he that loveth me 
fhall be loved of my father, and 
I will love him, and will manifef 
myfelf to him.* You have con- 
verfed with me with refpe& to 
joining the church ; and a num- 
ber of my Chriftian friends have 
done the fame—but I have been 
waiting and hoping for more light, | 
and better fatisfaction .about my 
own ftate—viewing it a duty, 
which at times I have felt equally 
afraid either to neglect or per- 
form; while I have had a thou- 
fand very wrong and wicked feel- 
ings, befides a great degree of 
floth and inattention ; , till about 
ten days fince when I. was told 
that Mrs; S————, and a_young 
woman, were about to be 
examined for admiffion into the 
church, it affected my mind very 
much. I was convinced there 
would never be a better time than 
to go with them—but I was ail | 
darknefs—could not go with the 
feelings I had. I was drawn and 
driven to feek relief where it may 
be found; and O, without know- 
ing my former feelings, you can- 
not imagine the contraft—with 
what calmnefs and fatisfaction I 
fuftained the examination; I had 
nothing good to relate of myfelf ;. 
but I think, if L am not much | 
deceived, I felt that 1 could truft 
in Chrift, where there is an infis 
nite fulnefs af all good; It af, 
forded me a fweet: calmnefs. of 
mind that I had, gone {fo far to- 
wards vifibly and publicly joining 
myfelf to the Lord ina new and 
everlafting coyenant, and felt wil- 
ling to be under any poflible obli- 


ee 
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gation to devote myfelf to him.— 
I have fince been received as a 
member of the vifible church of 
Chrift, and I defire an intereft in 
your interceffions at the throne of 
grace, that I\ may not difhonor 
that great name I profefs to love. 
Thave not thofe high exercifes 
that many have and which I have 
fo often hoped for——to.be as it 
were taken up and-feta great 
way forward on the fpiritual jour- 
ney.at once ; andto have but lit- 
tle to do afterwards to arrive at 
complete fanétification, But 1 
am determined, if Chrift will give 
me the Chriftian armour, to dif- 
pute every inch of ground, and 
maintain a conftant warfare. And 
O how gracious the promife, that 
“to them that have no might, he 
increafeth ftrength.” Ifhe leaves 
me I fhall fall at once. How 
quickly the branch will wither 
when feparated from the vine ! IT 
feel that it is not belt for my 
proud heart to have all thofe“#anf- 
porting views that fome have, left 
I fhould be exalted above meafure. 
They are the foul humbling views 
I need, and think I defire ; and 
IT hope (O what prefumption it 


| would be to hope it, did we ftand 


in our own ftrength) I: hope, 
through the infinite riches of re- 
deeming love, ere long to : 


es fee and hear and know 


All I defir’d or wifh’d below,” 
to be filled, with the knowledge 
and love of an holy God, and be 
fatisfied in the image and likenefs 
of Chrift. Are ‘all thefe feelings 
a delufion? Am. I deceiving my- 
felf 2? I cannot feel them to be a 
delufion ? I know: that Chrift’s 
kingdom will be glorious let what 
will become of me 3 and in this 
I do, and will rejoice. , 
Pray forme my friend that L 
may have conftant fupport front 


bees 
him-who quencheth not the fmo- 
king flax, nor breaketh the bruif- 
éd reed. 
Tarn ever yours; 


MAREA. 


Mess’ks.. Epirorsy 
THE. following Reter was 
written by the author, to the wri- 
ter of this, by particular requeft. 
The circumftances related in it 
were facts ; and were contidered, 
ar the time, as remarkable,. both 
_ by Chrittians and others who 
were prefent. Hf you think them 
a witnefs for God, as a prayer- 
hearing God, and that they may 
by his blefling. excite Chriftiaxs, 
as well as ninifters; to fervent 
prayer on fimilar eccafions, which | 
are often fo’ diftrefiing to the , 
friends of the dying, you have 
permiffion to publifh them. 
ah Sees Yours, &c. 


PHILOS. 


© Dear Sie, 
HAVE long delayed comply- 
ing’ with your requeft to ftate’ 
to you: the exercife of my mind, 
on the death of a’ defirable child, 
But the fceneis fill: frefh in my 
mind. Previovs-to the ficknefs of 
my child, it repeatedly occurred 
tomy mlnd—* God will vifit the 
iniquities of the fathers upon the 
children unto the third and fourth | 
generation”’—and I as often made 
fupplication that the evil of afMlic- 
tion might come: on me—‘ as for | 
thefe fheep what have they done ?” 
1 well remember where I was 
ftanding, and the feclings of my 
mind, when IT made this requeft, 
the day before the child’s illnefs. 
#e fhort and very diftreffing fick- 
nefs clofed his life..- The fecond 
vifit, the phyfician faid his diffo- 
lution was. near > “Yow will at 
once'conclude the precious foul, 
te be faved-or loft, ought tobe 
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near my heart. Our hope was in 
God. And as the parting -mo- 
ment drew near, I found ftrength 


-and fupport beyond my expetta- 
tion; or any thing T ever thought 


took place in this world in fuch 
parting moments. } found it ea- 


| fier to bury my own, than anoth- 


7 


er’s child. : 

With refpe& to the child, the 
under eight years of age, he was: 
ready in afking queftions, and was 
eatneft to have a mother inftru& 
him upon religious fubje@ts. He 
was at ¢ meeting of the youth 
and children, for prayer, the eve- 
ning of the night in which he was. 
taken fick—and fome of the laft of 
his words were, “ I want to be 
where the good folks are.” I 
mention this as it is poflible fuch 
tender minds may have a tafte and’ 
happinefs in hearing young peo- 
ple pray and fing together which’ 
they cannot deferibe; only by 
“* wanting to be where they are.’” 
I found the words of the Saviour 
preciousin the 14 firft verfes of 
the 18th chapter of Matt. efpes 
cially the roth verfe—s« Take 


| heed that ye defpife not one of 


thefe little ones. For I fay un 
to you that in heaven their angels 
do always behold the face of my 
Father which is in heaven.?” 
Refpe€ting parting with the’ 
ehild, Ithink Tnever fel¢ calmer 
when he fell into a natural fleep, 
than when he breathed his laft, 
My comfort fenfibly rofe higher’ 
and higher from day today. At 
leneth T began to refle&t, and 
query with myfelf; what a great 
fmner I was ! witha view to take: 
my place—the loweft place. But. 
I could not, by this, check the 
rifng comfort, in view of God, 
I then thot, pofibly ‘my child’s 


| cafe might be unhappy.’- But my 
| mind was ferene—“and filled with a 
}.comfort I cannot exprefs. 


x802.] 


could fet my feal that juftice was 
good and glorious. While thus 
filled with comfort, that I. was 
unable to mourn, the tho’t rofe 
in my mind, what a glorious 
day will the. Millennial day be 
to the church. militant, if fuch 
fupport. can .be given. and 
teceived in the prefent late! 
My mind was then attracted. to 
thechurch triumphant, being filled 
with the fulnefs of God, and the 
glory of the Lord rifen upon their 
fouls. If. all the world and its 
{eenes fhould be made to pafs be- 
fore them, it would fearcely at- 
tract a fingle thought. ‘There 
could be no room for any thing 
but God. Nor would more be 
needed. Truly Godisa fufficient 
portion for the foul. Our com- 
fort and. happinefs do not depend 
on'the ftate of any gone before 
“as, or on any of his creatures. 
For myfelf, I know I was and am 
happier in refigning up my child 
to God, at his call, than I could 
be in the child, if he had -been 
 eontinued to meas before. In- 
ftead of being overwhelmed with 
forrow of heart, as I have expect- 
_ed heretofore when I have turned 
my mind on the parting with a 
child, I found a fatisfaction in de- 
gree and kind far exceeding that 
of the day of his bith. I rejoi- 
ced in the will of God ; and 
thought, if he called, I could 
{pare every one of the goodly 
number then living. You will 
afk the caufe of this. By what 
means it came to pafs that a trial 
in this way, fhould be no trial, or 
affiGion ; but a happinefs greater 
than couldbe without it, yeaa 
bleffing worth both the Indies ? 
Prayer. This was the precious 
means. And if the word was 
printed in letters of gold, and 
my utmoft endeavors ufed to de- 
foribe to you a mind fupported at 
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fuch a time, and in fuch a manner, 
and the earneft defire I had fome 
way to. have it manifeft, that there 
might be much praying for fick 


and dying ones, and all tenderly 


concerned ; the one half could not 
be expreffed. “ For what man 
knoweth the things of a man, 
fave the fpirit of a man which is 
in him? even fo, the things or 
God, knoweth no man but the 
the f{pirit, of God.”? 1 Cor. i. 11. 
In my cafe, minifters prayed, and 
Chriftian brethren prayed. The 
fpirit of prayer was given to one 
perfon not prefent, whofe expref- 
fed confidence in being fatisfied_as, 
to the requeft, I cannot give!, en 
better than in the words of the 
beloved difciple. ©* And if we 
know that he hear us, whatfoever 
we afk, we know that we have.the 
petitions we defired of him.” ~ In 
the goodly number of prayers 
made in a few hours, [ found my 
mind fenfibly drawn up-to God in © 
thedevotion, One particular cir- 
cumftance I am conftrained to re= 
late. On the day of the child’s 
death, and while frequent prayers 
were offered up in his behalf, and 
for all concerned, a perfon entered 
with a requeft in behalf of a neigh- 
bor, that he might be remember- 
ed in prayer, being jut then be- 
reaved of his partner in life, and 
greatly diftreffed. The requeft 
was complied with ; and from that 
moment relief came, and that 
high fatisfaction in the divine will, 
which I have related. Job xl 
10. “ The Lord turned the captiv- 
ity of Fob when he prayed for his 
Simidy? Mla. Ixvs 2.080 Bae 
it fhall come to pafs that before 
they call, I will. anfwer, and 
whiles they are yet {peaking I will 
hear.”’ 

As for myfelf the expected trial 
was palt, hours before the child’s 
death.—And the. requeits made 


16 


yar 


in the prayers, appeared to be 
taikately Ered: The child 
‘was taken, but fupport was given 
and continued, yea, more’ than 
fupport. “ Alfo the Lord gave 
“Fob tavice as muchas he had before.” 
~ Dear fir, if you can make any 
ufe of this narratidbn for the hon- 
or of God, and the comfort of 
diftreffed friends in dying fcenes, 
by exciting Chriftians as well as 
minifters, to pray much at fuch 
feafons, the defire of my mind 
will be anfwered.” ‘ 
"Yours, &c, 


RA focal Anecdote, Gal. ii. 


é “11—16, inclufively. — 


at EFORE that ‘Certain’ 

~ Jewifh zealots, came 
from James” who was then at 
Jerufalem to Antioch, Peter 
«Did eat with the Gentiles” 
there, who had embraced the 
‘gofpel and had not fubmitted to 
circumcifion ; * But when they 
‘were come, he withdrew, and fep- 
arated himfelf?? from them, as’ if | 
he had thought them unclean, tho’ 
the Lord had fo exprefsly taught 
him thecontrary in a vifion, and 
at the houfe of Cornelius ; and 
this he did, not from any change 
in his fentiments, but purely, as 
«‘ Hearing them which were of the 
circumcifion,”’ being unwilling’ to 
difpleafe them, and thinking their 
cenfures of much greater impor- 
tance than they really were. 
«And the other Jews diffembled 
likewife with him 3 infomuch that 
Barnabas alfo was carried away 
with their diffimulation. But 
when (Paul) faw thatthey’’—Pe- 
ter and others “ Walked not up- 
rightly” in this affair, ** Accor- 
ding to the truth of the gofpel,”’ 
which taught the contrary, (He) 
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withftood him to the face, becaufe 
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he was to be blamed,”? and «faid 
unto Peter before them all, if 
thou being a Jew, liveft after the 
manner of the Gentiles, and not 
as do the Jews, why compelleft 
thou the Gentiles to live as do 
the Jews ?—We who are Jews by 
nature, and not finners of the 
Gentiles, knowing that a man is 
not juftiied by the works of the 
law, but by the faith of Jefus 
Chrift, even we have believed in 
Jefus Chrift, that we might be juf- 
tified by the faith by Chrift, and 
not by the works of the law: for 
by the works of the law fhall 
no flefh be juftified.?? 

Reflections on the preceding 
anecdote. ft, If minifters were 
lefs afraid of the cenfures of men, 
and more afraid of difpleafing an 
holy God, would they not be in 
the way to do much ‘more, than 
they now do, for the glory of 
God ?—2d, Howgreat a difgrace 
it is, fora minifter of the gofpel, 
in any company, to be afhamed 
of its peculiar“and diftinguifhing 
dotrines of grace, when provi- 
dentially calledto defend them !— 
Let fuch an onelook onthe blame- 
worthy Peter, and remember how, 
an unfhaken Paul treated him, 
for his weak and diflembling con- 
du&, in the face of the whole 
multitude.—3d. How much it 
concernshighly refpected minitters 
of the gofpel, and highly refpec- 
ted members in every Chriftian 
church, to fhow an unfhaken firm- 
nefs, in fupporting all gofpel doe- 
trines, and fuch Chriftian procee- 
dings as are right ; and in publicly 
difcountenancing all pretended 
ones, which aré wrong, left the 


/ weaker brethren, like Barnabas 


and the other Jews, be carried 
away with their diffimulation, to 
do fuch things, ‘as will greatly 
difhonor God and injure the 
Church, oe Ay eee 
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Extras from. the Minutes of the 


General Afociation of Connedi- 
cut, A. D. 1802. 


: HE General Affociation of 


ConeCticut met, agreeably . 


to appointment, on the third 
“Tuefday of June, 1802, at 11 
‘o’clock, at the houfe of the Rev. 
“Matthias Burnet, in Norwalk. 

The delegation to the conven- 
tion of the clergy of the ftate of 
Mermont, appointed at the lait 
Affociation, reported the follow- 
ing plan of union, mutually dif- 
‘cuffed by the convention and faid 
delegation, and approved and ac- 
“cepted by faid convention. 

- 6 Articles of union and inter- 
courfe between the General A flo- 
ciation of the clergy of the {late 
“ef Conneéticut, and the Gene- 
ral Convention of the clergy of 
“Vermont.” 

Under an impreffion of the great 
_ “importance of harmony and peace 

‘among the minifters of Chrift, and 

his churches, it is the earneft de- 

fire of both bodies to form fuch a 

conneétion and intercourfe as may 
‘be permanent, and mutually ben- 
-eficial. 

Article 1. Each body fhall 
fend one or two delegates or com- 
omiffioners to meet and fit with the 
‘other, at the ftated feiiions of the 
~body. 
Article 2. The delegate or 


delegates from each body, feveral- 


-ly, thali have the privilege of en- 
tering into the difcuffions and de- 
-liberations of the body, as freely 
-and equally, as their own members. 
Article 3. © That the union and 
-qntercourfe may be full. and com- 
plete between the faid bodies, the 
commiffioner or commiffioners 
from each, refpectively, fhall not 
“nly fit and deliberate, but alfo 
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act and vote :—Which articles 
are the great principles of the 
union betwen the General A ffem- 
bly of the Prefbyterian Church in 
America, and the General Affo- 
ciation of the minifters of Chrift, 
in the ftate of Connecticut. 

The above articles were appro- 
ved and accepted by this A ffocia- ~ 
tion. Whereupon the Rev. Mar- 
tin Tullar, prefented his certifi- 
cateas a delegate from the con- 
vention, in Vermont, .and took 
his feat accordingly. 

_ After attending to fundry oth- 
er matters, the Affociaticn, in 
-compliance with a ftanding rule, 

| proceeded to make the ufual en- 
quiries. concerning the ftate of re- 
ligion, in the churches, under the 
following heads, 1. Is there any 
| fpecial attention to or revival of 
religion in your diftrid? 2. Is 
there general union and harmony 
in the churches? 3.. What num- 
ber of vacancies in.each diftriG, 
andin what ftate with refpe&t to 
union? 4. What initances of re- 
moval by death or otherwife—or 
fettlement of minifters, or new 
churches formed, fince the latt fef- 
fion of the General A{ffociation. 
As the refult of the enquires, the 
Affociation remark with pleafure 
that, in thofe churches and con- 
| gregations, where there have been 
| recent revivals of religion, the 
fruits are fuch as confirm the - 
{ 


| 
{ 


hopes and joys of the people of 
God. It alfo. appears that har-° 
mony and peace generally prevail 
| in the churches; and that there1s, 
in feveral congregations, im this 
| ftate, an increaling, difpofition to 
| attend the public worflip and in- 
| ftruGtion of the Lord’s day. We 
| are alfo peculiarly happy in obferv- 

ing that there appears’ in Yale- 
\-College, a very general and feri- 
| ous attention, to. religion, which 


affords a very pleating profpect to 
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the friends of Chriftianity and of 
the profperity of the churches. 
It alfo appears that there isa re- 
vival of religion, very extenfively, 
within the limits of the General 
Afflembly of the Prefbyterian 
Chorch, 

The following minifters were 
appoimted to certify the good 
fending aud character of preach- 
ess of the gofpel, travelling from 
this ftate into other ftates—The 
Rev. .Dr. Nathan Perkins, Hart- 
ford N. Rev. William Robinfon, 
Hartford S. Rev. Dr. Benja- 
min Trumbull, New-Haven’ W. 
Rev. Thomas W. Bray, New- 
-Haven E. Rev. Jofeph Strong, 
New-London, Rev. Dr. Hhac 
Lewis, Fairfield W. Rev. David. 
Ely, Fairfield E. Rev. Mofes 
€. Welch, Windham original 
Affociation, Rev. Andrew Lee, 
Windham E. Rev. Samuel J. 
Mills, Litchfield N. Rev. Dan 
Huntington, Litchfield S. Rev. 
Dr. Nathan Williams, Tolland, 
Rev. John Devotion, Middlefex. 
~ The Affociation proceeded to 
chufe delegates to the General 
fxflembly of the Prefbyterian 
. Church tomeet, inthe city of Phil. 
adelphia, on the third Thurfday 
in May next, and the Rev. Dr. 
Timothy Dwight, Afahel Hook. 
er, and David Ely were chofen. 

The Rev. William Lockwood, 
Daw Huntington and Matthias 
Burnet were chofen tubftitutes ; 
either of whom to fupply the 
place of faid delegates now chofen, 
who may not be able to attend. 

The Rev. David Tullar and 
Jofeph Wathburn were appointed 
delegates to the convention of 
Vermont, which meets on the eve- 
ming of the firft ‘Tuefday of Sep- 
tember next at Granville, 

The Rev. Amzi Lewis was ap 
pointed to preach the Concio ad 


Clerum on the evening after the ' 
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next commencement at Yale-Col- 
lege. ‘ 
The following perfons were 
elected RECEIVERS, in their re- 
{pective diftri€s, to receive fuch 
fums of money as the minifters and 
others may be willing. to contrib- 
ute for the purpofe of defraying 
the expenfes of the delegation of 
this Affociation to the General 
Affembly of the . Prefbyterian 
Church and the General Conven- 
tion of the clergy of Vermont, 
(viz.) The Rev. Henry A. Row- 
land,. Hartford North, William 
Robinfon, Hartford S. Matthew 
Noyes, N. Haven E. Bezaleel 
Pinio, New-Haven W. Samuel 
Nott, New-London, Hezekiah 
Ripley, Fairfield W-.. Samuel 
Blatchford, Fairfield E. Zebulon 
Ely, Windham; Andrew Lee, 
Windham E. Samuel J. Mills, 
LitchfieldN, Azel Backus ‘Iuitchs 
field S. Dr. Nathan. Williams, 
Tolland, Elijah Parfons, Middle« 
fex. The Rez. Abel Flint, was 
appointed Treafurer of the Affo- 
ciation and Jofeph Wafhburn Au- 
ditor of the accounts of the fame. 
Returns were made according 
to vote, of unfettled minifters and 
candidates continuing to preach ~ | 
under the licences of the diftriG 
Aflociations of Conneticut, viz. 
Of unfettled Minifters, © 
Rev. Simon Backus, Guilford, 


Rev. Aaron Kinne, ‘Winchetter, 


Rev. David Huntington, Mid- 
dletown, Rev. Samuel Sturges, 
Greenwich, Rev. John Willard, 
Kenfington, Rev. Aaron Wood- 
ward, North-Haven, Rev. -Aibra- 
ham Fowler, Derby, Rev. Eraf- 
tus Ripley, New-Haven, Rey. 
Ezekiel J. Chapman, Saybrook, 
Rev. Jedidiah Bufhneli, Say- 
brook, 
Licenfed Preachers. 

Jeremiah Day, Yale-College, 

Ebenezer G. Marth, Yale-Col. 
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lege, Bancraft Fowler, Yale-Col- | 


lege, Jonathan Bird, Berlin, Rob- 
ert Porter, Farmington, Gurdon 


Johnfon, Granby, Nathaniel 
Dwight, Wethersfield, James 
W. Woodward, Hanover, N. 


H. Timothy Williams, Wood- 
ftock, Aaron Hovey, jun. Mans- 
field, Loomis, Colchefter, 
William Hart, Berlin, Wiliam 
Riels, Milford; Pitkin Cowles, 
Southington, Abijah Carrington, 
Milford, Timothy Stone, Milford, 
John Niles, Killingworth, Thom- 
as Robbins, Norfolk, Humphry 
Moore, Pincetown, Mafs. Gide- 
en Burt, jun, Long-Meadow, 
David Ripley, Abington, Jabez 
Munfel, Franklin, John Lord, 
‘Waterford, Ifaac Knap, Nor- 
folk, James Eells, Glaftenbury, 
Elihu Smith, Granby, Mafs. 
Voted, that the next meeting 
of the General Affociation be hol- 
den at the houfe of the Rev. Ste- 
phen W. Stebbins in Stratford, on 
the third Tuefday of June next. 


Extraé of a letter from Rev. Fames 
Welfh, of Lexington, Kentucky, 
dated Fuly 15, 1802, to one of 
the Editors, containing fome fur- 
ther account of the late revival of 
religion in that country. 

« THE work began in the 
fouthern part of this ftate, m the 
country called Green river. The 
people of God became deeply fen- 
fible of the ftate of the church 
in. this country, which, at that 
time, was indeed in a very decli- 
ned fituation. All the laws were 
made void in the moft wanton 
manner, and little more than the 
form and fome outward appear- 
ance of religionamong us. Un- 
der this. view of things,* numbers 
ef Chriftians: became much con- 
cerned that God would «change 
our mournful ftate, and revive his 
eaufe among use 


; 
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Many earneft prayers I believe’ 
afcended toa throne of grace, for 


| a confiderable time previous to the 


commencement of the work amidit 
many and variousdifcouragements. 
Tt was to be obferved however, 
that much greater numbers at- 
tended the miniftration of the 
word for fome time before the 
work began.—But except this, 
nothing elfe could be feen, unlefs 
it might be a ftrengthened deter=. 
mination among a number of 
God’s people to continue in wait- 
ing on him for a day of his power ; 
and fome increafe of hope that 
eventually they fhould not be dif. 
appointed in their expeCtations.. 
So faras I have been informed: 
the work began on Green river, 


| from the exercifes of a very pious. 


woman as I have ftated above. 

It appeared that God made ufe 
of the compaffionate burits of 
forrow which broke from her 
heart, for the multitudes around 
her, in the way to ruin, to awa~ 
ken refleGion in many of them 
who had always ‘lived in total 
eareleffnefs. before. Many frony 
that time began to hear the call 
of the Lord of Hofs and confider 
their ways ; confequently to: fee 
their undone ftate by nature and 
enquire what they fhould do to 
be faved. 

There the work began and 
thence it fpread You have in-’ 
quired, fir, as to the views of thofe 
ander convictions ? "They appear, * 
fo far as I can judge of them, 
generally to have very awful ap~ 
prehenfions. of their ftate as fin~ 
ners, of the holinefs, juftice and 
majelty of Ged. ‘Their views of 
the demerit of fin, and their utter 
inability to efcape from the wrath, 
with which they then believed it 


threatened, have brought many of 
‘them apparently to the brink of 
| defpair, and flled them with fich 
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dire forebodings of the dreadful 
doom they then believed awaiting 
them, as to overcome nature, cait 
them down to the ground ; and 
from every thing that can be feen, 
nearly to arreft and, ftop the func- 
tions of life. Inmany, however, 
who can neither fpeak nor aét, the 
arterial power does, not feem to 
be mich altered; tho in others, 
I have obferved an intermiffion of 
pulfe for aconfiderable time... 
The length of time, as well as 
degree of agitation has been dif- 
ferent in different perfons, under 
this exercife. The continuance 
of mental dafknefs alfo has been 
fo. _ Some who have been very re- 
markably awakened have hopeful- 
ly arifen from that doleful ftate, 
have been hopefully taken from 
nature’s horrible pit and miry clay, 
their feet fet upon the rock of 
ages, and a new fong put’ into 
their mouths, even high praifes to 
Chrift, their deliverer. Others 
have continued for days, weeks, 
and fome for months, though not 
under thofe great horrors, yet 
without comfort. Others again 
have been able to fhake off very 
confiderable awakenings, and 
grow perhaps more hardened than 
ever; but of this c/a/s, I know 
but few confidering the. numbers 
that have been fubjeCts of the 
work....With regard to the joys 
of thefe fubjects, they, feem to 
bear a proportion to the diftreffes 
they have beenin. In fome thefe 
joys are fo great as to overcome 
them, as their diftreffes previoufly 
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had done ; tho with this differ: 
ence, that the features of de/pair 
and horror are not to be feen as in 
the other cafe... As to their 
views of themfelves, they gener- 
ally cry out aloud againit the ob- 
duracy, wickednefs and. unbelief 
of their hearts, and appear deep- 
ly: to mourn that now. when they 
would attempt to do good, evil is 
fo abundantly and prevalently 
prefent.. That the law of God 
is holy, juit and good, they heart- 
ily acknowledge, but how to per- 
form that which is right they tind 
The manner in which ma- 
ny of them appear to -eftimate 
Chrift and his merits is very lively 
and affeCting, and I think» mult 


be confiderably emblematical of « 


the exercifes of that better world 
where adoring myriads, with one 
heart and yoice, and every. pow- 
ery. cry out, faying to the Lamb, 
«Thou only art worthy,” &c. 
The work ftill goes on, tho the 
meetings are not fo large as at firtt. 

You inquire laftly, what claffes 
are taken? Allclaffes ; the learn- 
ed and ignorant, and numbers of 
the moift violent oppofers of the 
different claffes, and in the very 
acts of daring hoftility againit 
heaven, and oppofition to the 
work. Itis no {mall comfort; 
fir, to hear from you that many 
prayers are daily afcending among 
you to the heavens on our behalf, 


May they enter into the ears of 


the Lord of Sadaoth with accepts 
ance both for you and us !” 


Donations to the Mifionary Society of ConneGicut. 


From a Friend of Miffions, ; 
Avails of Hartford Hymns, 
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A ferious addrefs to profeffing Chrif- 
tians,-on the duty and vaft im- 
portance of aiding with fieady 
and perfevering vigilance, qwifdom 
and fortitude in the fpiritual 
cvarfares 


In r. Corinthians xvi. 13. thefe 
general orders are recorded, viz. 
« Watch ye, ftand faft in the 
“ faith, quit you like men, be 
s¢ ftrong.”” 


HESE words of the apoftle 

Paul, found like the orders 

of a military officer to the fol- 
diers under his command, exhort- 
ing and charging them to be con- 
tinually on their guard—to attend 
to their duty with care and dili- 
gence—to ftand their ground and 
maintain their poft, with undaunt- 
ed courage, and in every encoun: 
ter to a@ the part of men of 
found judgment and unconquera- 
ble fortitude ; and probably the 
apoftle alluded to this. For all 
profeflng Chriftians are vifibly 
enlifted as foldiers under Chritt, 
the captain of falvation, to fight, 
under him, againft the world, the 
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flefh, and the devil; and to all 
who go through the warfare fuc- 
cefsfully and come off victorious, 
a glorious crown ig promifed.— 
And Paul, as a principal officer un- 
der the Chief Captain or General, 
publifhed his general orders to the 
inferiot officers and foldiery, To 
watch—to ftand faft in the faith 
—to quit themifelves like men— 
to be ftrong. 
To watch is to kéep awake— 
to be continually upon our guard 
—to keep a good look out. An 
injun@tion to watch implies, that 
there are enemies or evils, of 
which it concerns us to beware, 
and againft which we ought to be 
on our guard ; or important du- 
ties to be performed, for the pro- 
per difcharge of which, it: is ne- 
ceflary to bein a wakeful, watch- 
ful temper and frame. Of this im- 
rtant duty of watching, fome 
illufration may be exhibited un- 
der the following particulars. 
1. As foldiers in a garrifon, or 
in the field, are to watch, in order 
to difcover and obferye the mo- 
tions and defigns of the enemy; 
and to guard againft being furpri- 
fed or any way injured by them ; 
fo Chriftians fhould watch con- 


1220 


~ tinually to obferve and guard a- 
gaintt their /piritual enemies—the 
enemies of their fouls, and of the 
caufe and intereft in which they 
are engaged. With unremitting 
diligence fhould they obferve the 
motions of fin, and watch againtt 
that fecret, fubtil and deadly en- 
emy, and againft all temptations 
to it, and carefully guard all the 
avenues, by which it might gain 
accefs, or obtain any advantage 
over them. ‘¢ Watch and pray, 
that ye enter not into tempta- 
tion.’’ 

The wiles and fubtil devices of 

‘that great adverfary the devil, are 
alfo to be watched and guarded 
againit, with the utmott vigilance. 
This is evident from numerous 
paflages of {cripture, and, amon 
others, from Paul’s addrefs to the 
Ephefians in thefe words, « Fi- 
nally, my brethren, be ftrong in 
the Lord, and in the power of 
his might. Put on the whole ar- 
mour of God, that ye may be 
able to ftand againft the wiles of 
the devil. For we wreftle not 
againft flefh and blood, but againtt 
principalities, againft powers, a- 
gainft the rulers of the darknefs 
ef this world, againit fpiritual 
wickednefs in high places.” 

Chriftians are alfo to watch 
againtt the defigns and practices of 
thofeamong men, who are unfriend- 
ly and inimical to Chrift and his 
caufe, in whatever fhape they ap- 


pear—whether, of avowed oppo- | 


fers, attempting their fubvertion 
by holding forth terrors on the 
one hand, or flattering allure- 
ments on the other; or, of friends, 
fecretly undermining the truth, 
and laboring to draw them off 
from the true to a falfe or per- 
verted gofpel. The open enemies 
and avowed oppofers of the gof- 
pel are to be guarded againit. 
‘© Beware of mea,” faid Chrilt to 
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his difciples ; “« for they will de- 
liver,you up to the councils,” &c. 
Nor is it of lefs importance to 
watch and guard againft falfe 
teachers and feducers, and all who, 
under a fhow of religion and of a 
regard to truth, and to our beft 
good, attempt to explain away 
the plain and obvious meaning of 
fome of the moft important decla- 
rations of the word of God—to . 
eftablifh principles plainly repug- 
nant to them, and to perfuade us 
to look for falvatica on principles 
different from thofe, on which the 
fcriptures teach us to feek it, or 
warrant us to look for it. Chrift 
faid, ‘* Beware of falfe prophets, 
which come to you in {heep’s 
clothing, but inwardly they are 
ravening wolves.’’—* Take heed 
that no man deceive you: for ma- 
ny fhall-come in my.name, faying, 
I am Chrift ; and fhall deceive 
many.’ Paul informed the Co- 
loffians, that all the treafures of 
wifdom and knowledge are hid in 
Chrift, de? any man fhould beguile 
them with enticing words ; and faid 
to them, < Beware left any man 
{poil you through philofophy and 
vain deceit, after the tradition of 
men, after the rudiments of the 
world, and not after Chrift.?— 
The fame apoftle expreffed his 
furprife, that the Galatians were 
fo foon removed from him that 
called them into the grace of 
Chrift unto another gofpel :— 
*« which,”’ faid he, «is not ano- 


ther; but there be fome that 
trouble you, and would. pervert 
the gofpel of Chrift.”. And how 
folemnly did he warn them-to 
guard againft and reject every 
falfe or perverted gofpel, in his 
immediately following words ? 
“ But though we, or en angel 
from heaven, preach any other 
gofpel unto you, than that which 
| we have preached unto you, let 
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him be accurfed. As we faid be- 


fore, fo fay I now again, If any 


one preach any other gofpel unto 
you than’ that ‘ye have received, 
let him be accurfed.’’ 

‘The apoftle John likewife cau- 
tioned and warned his Chriftian 
brethren, to watch and guard a- 
gainft falfe teachers, and their 
corrupt dorines. ‘ Beloved, 

- believe not every f{pirit, but try 


the fpirits whether they are of 


God ; becaufe many falfe pro- 
phets aregone out into the world.” 
In fhort, the accounts given us 
by the infpired writers of the 
_ New Teftament, of falfe apottles, 
deceitful workers, transforming 


themfelves into the apoftles of 


Chrift—of minifters of Satan 
transformed as the minifters of 
righteoufnefs—of unruly and vain 


talkers and deceivers, who fub-. 


- vert whcle houfes, teaching things 
which they ought not, for filthy 
lucre’s fake—of men having a 
form of godlinefs, but denying 
the power thereof, who creep into 
houfes, and tead captive filly wo- 
men, laden with fins—that fome 
fhould apoftatize from the faith, 
giving heed to feducing {pirits, 
and doétrines of devils, {peaking 

lies in hypocrify, &c.—that, as 

there were falfe prophets among 
the vifible people of God, under 
the former difpenfations ; fo there 
fhould be falfe teachers among 
profeffing Chriftians, who privily 
fhould bring in damnable herefies, 
even denying the Lord that bo’t 
them, and that many fhould fol- 


Jow their pernicious ways, by rea- 


fon of whom the way of truth: 


fhould be evil fpoken of ; and 
that through covetoufnefs with 
feigned words they fhould make 
merchandife of their hearers— 
that the time fhould come, when 
they would not endure found doc- 
trine, but after their own lufts, 
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fhould heap to themfelves teach- 
ers, having itching ears, and fhould 
turn away their ears from the 
truth, and be turned unto fables 
—and that evil men and feducers 
fhould wax worfe and worfe, de- 
ceiving and being deceived—the/e 
and fuch-like accounts and pre- 
ditions, together with the rules 
and direGtions given, to aflift us 
in diftinguifhing the true from the 
falfe, and the exhortations to. 


ftand faft in the faith, and to con- 


tend earneftly for the faith once 
delivered to the faints, clearly /how 
that falfe teachers and feducers, 
with their corrupt doctrines and 
pernicious ways, conttitute a form- 
idable corps among the enemies 
of our fouls, and of the caufe of 
Chrift, and loudly admonifh us 
to watch their motions and de- 
figns, and guard againft them 
with the utmoft care andattention. 

2. Chriftians, like foldiera, are 
to watch, in order to difcover and 
improve every opportunity for an- 
noying their enemies, attacking 
them fuccefsfully, and obtaining 
advantages over them. ‘Though 
one object of their vigilance 
is to guard againft being furpri- 
fed or any way injured by their 
enemies; yet they are not to 
condu@ like foldiers, ,who act 
merely on the defenfive 3 but like 
thofe, who readily difcover and 
improve all opportunities to ad- 
vance upon, attack and fubdue 
them. ‘They are to mortify the 
deeds of the body through the 
{pirit—to mortify their members 
which are upon earth, all the 
members of the body of fin—yea, 
to crucify the fiefh witn the af- 
fections and lutts.. 

3. As foldiers. are to watch, to 
keep their own men orderly and 
within the limits preferibed them, 
and to guard againft any mifchiet 
which might arife fiom the tim!- 
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dity, negligence, mifcondu@, or 
treachery of any among them- 
Selves : fo Chriftians fhould watch 
over one another for fimilar pur. 
pofes, : 

This is evident from the general 
tule to dire& their proceedings 
towards an offending brother, re- 
corded in the 18th of Matthew. 
The fame is evident from nume- 
rous exhortations and direétions 
addreffed by the apoftles to their 
fellow Chriitians, and thefe in par- 
ticular, viz. “ Brethren, if a man 
be overtaken in a fault, ye who 
are {piritual reftore fuch an one 
in the fpirit of meeknefs.?— 
s¢ Now we exhort you, brethren, 
warn them that are unruly, com- 
fort the feeble-minded, fupport 
the weak.’’—«« Exhort one ano- 
ther daily, whilft it is called to- 
day ; left any of you be hardened 
through the deceitfulnefs of fin.?? 
« Let us eonfider one another to 
provoke unto love and to good 
works.”?—«« Looking diligently, 
left any man fail of the grace of 
God ; left any root of bitternefs 
{pringing up, trouble you, and 
thereby many be defiled ; lef 
there be any fornicator, or pro- 
fane perfon, as Efau.??—« Breth- 
ren, if any of you do err from 
the truth, and one convert him 3 
let him know, that he who con- 
verteth the finner from the error 
of his way, fhall fave a foul from 
death, and fhall hide a multitude 
of fins.?? 

Let it be added, as a matter of 
peculiar importance, 

4. We fhould watch our own 
hearts and ways, to guard againft 
and avoid the negle@s of duty, and 
the falfe fleps, to which we are all 
liable, and to be at all ‘times in 
the diligent and faithful practice 
of all prefent duty ; and fo, con- 
tinually prepared and ready for 
the coming of our Lord, 
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The next injunGtion is, “ ftand 
faft in the faith.” Standing faft 
in the faith implies a perfevering, 
ftedfaft or firm belief of the great 
doétrines of the gofpel, taught by 
Chrift and his infpired apoftles, 
in oppofition to wavering in our 
minds about them, or being un- 
fleady and uneftablifhed in the 
belief of them. It implies re- 
ceiving, retaining and holding 
them in their original genuine 
meaning, in oppofition to falfe 
conttructions, perverfions, or cor- 
ruptions of the gofpel or word of 
God. 

Men may be tenacious of the 
{criptures, and place great confi- 
dence in.them as they underfland 


them, and yet difbelieve and reject 


the truth which they contain. 
This was the cafe with the Jews, 
when Chrift was on earth. For 
he faid to them, “ There is one 
that accufeth you, even Mofes, 
in whom ye truft. For had ye 
believed Mofes, ye would have be- 
lieved me : for he wrote of me. 
But if ye believe not his writings, 
how fhall ye believe my words ??? 
So likewife, many profeffed be- 
lievers and preachers of the gof- 
pel may underftand and explain it, 
fo differently from and fo contra. 
ry to its true import, as to fet afide 
the real truth, and fubftitute error 
and falfhood in its ftead. This 
was the cafe with thofe falfe 
teachers among the Galatians, 
who would pervert the gofpel of 
Chrift. This alfo may have been, 
and doubtlefs hath been, the cafe 
with numerous other claffes of 
profeffed believers and preachers 
of the gofpel. © Such, however 
ftedfaft and perfevering they are 
in the belief of what they call the 
gofpel, do not ftand fait in the 
faith, but depart from it. 
‘Standing faft in the faith im- 


| plies, not only a ftedfat perfever. 


1802.] 


ing belief of the great truths of 
- the gofpel ; but alfo, an unfhaken 
perfevering profeffion of them, e- 
ven though it fhould be attended 
with reproaches, perfecutions and 
fufferings. 
oe Chrilt, having forewarned his 
_ difciples, that they would be pur- 
- fued with hatred and fufferings 
_ forhis fake, and fuggefted proper 
motives to conftancy and faith- 
fulnefs, added, «‘ Whofoever, there- 
fore, thall confe/s me before men, 
him will I confefs alfo before my 
Father which is in heaven. But 
whofoever fhall deny me before 
» men, him will I alfo deny before 
my Father which is in heaven.” 
- At another time he faid, “¢ Who- 
foever, therefore, fhall be a/bamed 
of me, and of my words, in this 
adulterous and finful generation, 
of him alfo fhall the fon of man 
be -afhamed, when he cometh in 
the glory of his Father, with the 
holy angels.”” : 
_ Standing faft in the faith alfo 
- includes living and fteadily acting 
under the influence of the great 
_ truths of the gofpel, and conform- 
ably to theirimport—maintaining 
- and ftanding firm in the obedience 
of faith, in a prattice correfpond- 
ing to the doctrines and conform- 
_ able to the precepts and mititu- 
tions of Chrift. 

In the general orders now un- 
der confideration it is added, 
«Quit you like men, be ftrong,” 
as ifit had been faid, in your {pi- 
ritual courfe and confli€ts, do not 
act like unfteady, weak and cow- 
ardly children; but act the part 
of men, grown to full ftrength 
and maturity, of found mind and 
unfhaken fortitude.-——Or, by thefe 
words, the apoftle cautioned his 
fellow Chriftians againft imitating 
thofe irrefolute, cowardly, or un- 
faithful foldiers, who, upon the 
firkt appearance of the enemy, quit 
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their pofts and betake themfelves 
to ignominious flight ; or who, 
after they have made fome refift- 
ance, finding the conflict more 
fharp and obitinate, of longer con- 
tinuance and greater difficulty and 
hazard, than they expected, at 
length give way or yield, and fuf- 
fer the enemy to obtaia their end ; 
and charged them to aé&t like brave 
and faithful foldiers, who are care- 
ful to be in readinefs, and, upon 
the approach of the enemy, fland 
their ground, fight them manful- 
ly, and perfevere in the confiG, 
though it be long, obftinate and 
bloody, and never give over till 
they have obtained their end. 

Thus fhould every foldier of 
Chrift quit himfelf in the Chrif- 
tian courfe and {piritual warfare. 
He fhould be always upon his 
watch, and always in readinefs for 
every duty and every encounter 
with his {piritual enemies, to which 
he may be called. In refitting 
the devil, he fhould refit him 
ftedfaft in the faith, with which, 
as with a thields_he may quench 
his fiery darts!” And in ftriving 
againit fin and temptations to it, 
and mortifying his own lufts and 
finful inclinations, he fhould’ be 
firm, determined and perfevering, 
and never yield or give way in the 
leaft, nor allow thefe enemies time 
to gain ftrength, or to obtain any 
advantage. 

When the faith, in which he is 
to ftand faft, is attacked, either 
more direétly and openly, or ob- 
liquely and feeretly under a plau- 
fible fhow of friendthip, he fhould 
be careful not to give it up in any 
fhape or degree, out of complai- 
fance to thofe whofe elteem he 
would wifh to enjoy. If he is 
tempted to diffemble or renounce 
the faith, to deny or give up the 
truth, with the promife of great 
favors on, the one hand, or the 
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threatnings of terrible fufferings 
on the other, he fhould not fuffer 
thefe things to have the leaft ef- 
fet towards inducing him to 
yield, but with manly fortitude, 
in a dependence on the infinite 
power and all-fufficient grace of 
the Captain of falvation, reje& the 
bribes and face the dangers pre- 
fented before him. And if the 
enemy proceed to execute their 
threatenings, and he “begins to 
feel the {mart of cruel inftruments 
of torturé, he mutt fill ftand fait 
in the faith, and perfevere to the 
laft, like the foldier determined to 
conquer and obtain the end for 
which he engaged in the war, al- 
though it cofts him his life, 

‘Thus did the apoftles and many 
primitive Chriftians, who, having 
endured to the end, fealed their 
teftimony to the truth with their 
blood, and were more than con- 
querors through him that loved 
them. 


(To be continued. ) 


Supreme lave to God the fit and 
higheft duty. 


Bi ANY in the 
i world fuppofe, that reli- 


gion coniifts chiefly in the prac. 
tice of thofe duties,. which we 
owe cur fellow-creatures, and that 
juttice, honefty, faithfuloefs, truth 
aad kindnefs, in our intercourfe 
with mankind, include the whole 
of chriftianity, which is of any 
great importance. They  there- 
fore conclude, that it is of little 
confequence, whether perions be- 
jieve and reverence the do¢trines 
of {eripture,:. worfhip. God. in 
public, inthe family and clofet, 
ferioully obferve the fabbath, or 
the other duties, which more im- 
mediately refpe& God and divine 
Thefe duties, they con- 
fider, if not as needlefs fupertti- 


Chriftian 


things. 
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tion, ‘yet, at belt, as of little 
moment in comparifon with thofe - 
which we owe mankind. If they 
are but externally moral, honeft, 
and kind to their fellow-creatures, 
they imagine, that they have all, 
which is effential in religion, and 
neceffary to fecure heaven, how- 
ever they may difbelieve and op- 
pofe doétrines of the gofpel, or 
negle& divine worfhip and thofe 
duties, which they owe more im- 
mediately to God, their Creator 
and conftant benefaG@or. Thus 
they fet up their duty and obliga- 
tions to mien, above their duty 
and obligations to their Maker. 
But is this agreeable, either to 
feripture or reafon? The Lord 
Jefus’ certainly taught a different- 
fentiment in his anfwer to the 
queftion, “ Which is the great 
commandment in the law ? [how - 
fhalt,”? faid he, ‘love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, foul, 
and mind. This is the firft and 
great commandment.” " 
That fupreme love to God is 
our firft and higheft duty, is evi- 
dent from various confiderations. 


ft. We ought to exercife a 
benevolent love or regard for the 
exiftence and happinefs of every 
being, in proportion to his great- 
nefs and importance in the feale of 
exiftence, other things being equal. 
‘Thus the life and happinefs of a 
man ought to’ be more regarded 


than thofe of a fly, becaufe they 


are more important ; as the man 
is capable of much more ufefulnefs 
and enjoyment than the fly. Or 
if, of two perfons of the fame 
moral character, one is capable of 
doing and enjoying twice the good, 
as the other; in this cafe, the 
life and happinefs of the one are 
of twice the worth and importance 
of the other, and therefore defery- 
ing ef a proportionably greater 
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vegard. 
reafon and benevolence, that we 
fhould regard beings, other things 
being equal, according to their 
greatnefs and importance. The 
more important they are, or the 
greater their capacity to do and 
- enjoy good; the greater ought to 
be our benevolent regard for them, 
and the more ought we to value 
their exiftence and happinefs. But 
God is infinitely greater and more 
important than all other beings ; 
as he is capacitated to communi- 
cate and to enjoy infinitely more 
happinefs than all creatures ; yea, 
they are as nothing, or as the 
light duft of the balance in com- 
parifon with him; and all the hap- 
_ pinefs in the univerfe depends up- 
onhim. As therefore God is in- 
finitely greater and more import- 
ant than all other beings, fo he 
-deferves our higheft love or be- 
nevolent regard. This love to 
him is our firft and higheht duty. 
And if we poffefs a fpark of true 
benevolence, it will regard the in- 
finite Jehovah as its firit object. 
2d. We ought tolove all beings, 
not only with the love of heneros 
-Tence in proportion to their great- 
nefg and capacity for happinefs, 
but alfo with the love of compla- 
cency, as far as their moral char- 
aéters are holy and excellent. 
The more holy and lovely any be- 
ing is ; the more we ought to ef- 
teem and delight in him with the 
love of complacency. But God 
is the great inexhaultible fonrce of 
holinefs-and moral excellence,—is 
infinitely the moft glorious, wor- 
thy and amiable of all beings. — 
We ought therefore to love him 
fupremely with this love of efteem 
~ and complacency. It ought to 
flow forth towards God, the in- 
finite fource of all moral excel- 
lence, as its firft object. And 
this will be the certain effect, if | 
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It is then a diate of | we poflefs any degree of true how 


linefs or Peg Clear: 

3d. God is net only the great. 
‘eit and belt of all beings, but we 
are under infinitely greater obli- 
gations of gratitude tc him, than 
toallothers. ‘To him we are in« 
debted for life, every favor and 
comfort. He hath created us, 
continually preferves us, and gives 
us every good we enjoy. He 
hath alfo made provifion for our 
eternal felicity by giving his Sov 
to die for fuch finful rebels, that 
whofoever believeth on him might 
not perifh, but have everlaiting 
life. On thefe accounts we are 
under the higheft obligations of 
gratitude and love to our Almigh. 
ty benefactor, and if we poflcls any 
true gratitude, it will flow out in 
the higheft degree towards him, 
to whom we are under un{peaka. 
bly greater obligations, than te 
all other beings. - 

Thefe ' feveral confiderations 
clearly manifeft, that it is our firit 
duty i love God fupremely with 
the love of benevolence, compla- 
cency, and gratitude, Therefore 
the firft of the ten commands of 
the moral law is, * Thou’ fhalt 
have no other God before me,’” 
which is the fame, as that we 
fhall love him more than any other 
objet. As this is the firit com. 
mand in the decalogue, it natural. 
ly teaches, that it is the firl and 
moit important duty. Jt may 
alfo be obferved, that four of the 
ten commands refpect our duty 
towards God, and the other { 
our duty towards mankind, But 
the four that refpect our duty to 
God, are placed firit in order, 
which feems plainly to thew, that 
the duties we owe to Godare of 
fuperior obligation to ovr duty 
towards our fellow creatures, aii 
claim our firft and highelt repard. 
Fhe Lord Jefus therefor 2 declar. 
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ed, that to love God with all the | 
heart, is the firft and great com- 
mand. And this truth he exem- 
plified in his conduét while on 
earth. For his chief object, as 
he declared, was to glorify his 
heavenly Father, and do his will. 

The feelings alfo of the people 
of God, as expreffed in the facred 
{criptures, are, “* Whom have I 
in heaven but thee? and there is 
none on earth that I defire befides 
thee. Asthe hart panteth after 
the water brook, fo panteth my 
foul after thee O God.’? Such 
paflages fhew, that they regarded 
the infinitely great and glorious 
Jehovah above all other objeés, 
and that they felt this to be their 
higheift duty. ; 

Having thus fhewn, from thefe 
various confiderations, that ‘fu- 
preme love to God is our firft or 
higheft duty, it is propofed 

II. To thew what influence 
this love will have upon thofe who 
pofiefs it. 

If we really love God, we hall 
certainly love and reverence his 
word, in which his character and 
will are moft clearly . revealed — 
fhall be pleafed with its truths, 
and take fatisfaGion in reading 
and meditating upon it. Our feel- 
ings will, in fome degree, corref- 
pond with thofe of the Pfalmift ; 
«OQ how love I thy law ! it is 
my meditation allthe day. How 
fweet are thy words unto my 
tafte! I rejoice at thy word, as 
one that findeth great fpoil.? 

Supreme love to God will alfo 
certainly influence us to take plea- 
fure in his worfhip and fervice,— 
in public and fecret prayer, in re- 
ligious reading, converlation and 
meditation, in ferious obfervance 
ef the fabbath, and other duties 
of religion. If we love God, we 
fhall take delight in holding com- 
munion with him in fuch duties : 
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juft as we take pleafure in the - 
company and intercourfe of thofe, 
whom we love and efteem. Oiur 
defires will be after God, and our 
thoughts and affections will be 
upon him and divine things. Thus 
our fellowfhip, “will be with the 
Father, and with his Son Jefus © 
Chritt.”” 

Thofe who have a fupreme re- 
gard for Jehovah, will, as the 
{eriptures declare, keep his com- 
mands. They will not live in the 
practice of any Known fin, or in 
the neglect of any known duty. 
They will therefore remember and 
keep holy the fabbath—will not 
forfake the aflembling of them- 
{elves together for public worfhip, 
as the manner of many is—will 
pray with all prayer and fupplica- 
tion—will enter into their clofets, 
and pray to their heavenly Father 
in fecret, and will live in a éareful 
obfervance of all the duties, which 
are enjoined upon them, in the fa- 
cred {criptures, towards both God 
and man. 

If we truly love,the chara&er 
of Jehovah, we fhall feel a pecu- 
liar regard for his caufe and hon- 
or—fhall feek and rejoice in their’ 
promotion—fhall be pleafed with 
thofe, who appear to be friends to 
God and religion ; hall difapprove 
of the profane, wicked, and irre: 
ligious, and be difpleafed with 
every thing, which tends to dif. 
honor and injure the caufe of 
Chrift.” This will be the certain 
effet of divine love in the hearts 
of ail who poffefs it. 

It will alfo difpofe them to re- 
joice, that the moft High is at 
the head of the univerfe, and will 
direct all events, as he in infinite 
wifdom fees beft. This muft af. 
ford great joy and confolation to 
all, who are friendly to his char- 
acter, and they will make him 


their hope and trutt. 
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We fhall, if under the influence | itude, and that this love will ex- 


of fupreme love to God, treat his 
name and attributes with rever- 
ence—fhall carefully avoid pro- 
fanenefs, ridiculing or making 
light of divine things, and fhall re- 
pent of and forfake all finful prac- 
tices. And it will be painful and 
difagreeable to us, to fee cthers, 
by fuch things, difhonoring and 
injuring religion. 

This love to God will likewife 
render us honeft, faithful and 
benevolent in our dealings with 
maukind; and will difpofe us to 
feck their peace and happinefs, 
and efpecially their eternal hap- 
pinefs. We fhall therefore feck 
and pray for the fpread and pro- 
motion of religion, which will 
conduce both to the honor and 
glory of God, and to the falva- 
tion of immortal fouls. 

Thefe are fome of the effects, 
-which fupreme love to God will 
certainly produce in the feelings 
and conduét of all, who poffefs it. 

The fubje& naturally fuggelts 
fome important reflections. 

ift. It teaches the great error 
of thofe, who make religion to 
confift chiefly in being honeit, juft, 
kind, and faithful in our dealings 
with our fellow-creatures, and fup- 
pofe, that it isof little importance, 
whether we believe the feriptures 
- and doétrines of the gofpel, wor- 
fhip God in public, family and 
fecret, ferioufly obferve the fab- 
bath, and other fimilar duties, 
which more immediately refpect 
God and divine things ; provid- 
ed we are but moral in our con- 
du& towards mankind: It has 
been fhewn, that love to God,is, 
in every point of view, the firlt 
and higheft duty—that if we pof- 
fefs any holinefs or true benevo- 
lence, it will flow out towards 
him fupremely, in the love of be- 
nevolence, complacency and grat- 
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prefs itfelf in a careful obfervance 
of thofe duties which we owe 
more immediately to our Creator 
and Saviour. Thefe duties are 
certainly as binding, as thofe we 
owe our fellow-creatures—yea; 
more fo, as we are under greater 
obligation to him, than to them. 
How unreafonable and unfcriptu- 
ral then the fentiment; that reli- 
gion confifts chiefly in the moral 
duties we owe mankind ; and that 
a careful obfervance of thofe du- 
ties, which more immediately ref- 
pe& God, or that loving and 
worfhipping him, are not effen- 
tial to true religion and falvation ? 
Thofe, whoadopt fuchfentiments, 
manifeft, that they pay little re- 
gard to the word of God—are ig- 
norant of the firft duties and prin- 
ciples of the gofpel réligion, and 
are yet in the gall of bitternefs. 
2d. The fubject teaches, that 
thofe, who are negligent of the 
duties; which refpe&t God and 
divine things, are deftitute of all 
true benevolence or religion. Had 
they any real benevolence, it 
would neceflarily exprefs itfelf in 
love to God and divine things—in 
cordialobedienceto his commands, 
and in a careful obfervance of 
the duties and inftitutions of reli- 
gion. Whata delufion then for 
perfons, who live in the neglect 
of prayer, public worfhip, fabbath, 
reading the {criptures, and other 
religious duties; to flatter them- 
felves, that they have any true be- 
nevolence, and fhallobtain heaven; 
becaufe they are moral, honeft and 
kind towards mankind? Such are 
as great hypocrites and felf-de- 
ceivers, and give as much evi- 
dence, that they are deftitute of all 
real holinefs and benevolence, as 
do~thofe, who negle&t the du- 


ties they owe their fellow-crea- 


tures by living in difhonefty, falfe- 
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hood, injuftice and theft. For 
the duties, which we owe imme- 
ciately to God, are certainly as 
binding, as thofe we owe to man- 
kind, and true benevolence, or re- 
ligion, will regard the mott High 
as its firlt obje@. Did we fee 
perfons indulging in knavery, 
falfehood, injuftice, and other fim- 
ilar vices, and yet flattering them. 
felves, that they were trul pious 
and benevolent, and in the way 
to heaven, becaufe they pun@ual- 
ly obferved the external forms 
and duties of religion towards 
God, fhould- we not° confider 
them as very unreafonable and hy- 
pocritical ? But are they not quite 
a3. unreafonable and hypocriti- 
cal, who live in negle&t of dai- 
ly prayer, public worfhip, feri- 
ous obfervance of the fabbath 
and other fimilar duties, and per- 
haps even make light of divine 
things, and yet pretend to real 
religion and benevolence ; hecaufe 
they are moral and honeft in their 
dealings with mankind ? The re. 
Hgion, which thus leads perfons 
to: difregard God and the duties 
we owe him, and affe&s to regard 
our fellow creatures above our 
Creator, we may know, is not the 
religion of the Lord Jefus, who 
taught, that the fir! and great 
command, is to love Gad with all 
the heart, and that except we 
love him above father, mother, 
wife, or children, we cannot be 
his diféiples.. And thofe, who 
embrace fuch a religion, cannot 
be far from total infidelity. 

3d. It may be obferved, that 
although true piety or. benevo- 
lence will neceflarily flow out in 
fhpreme love to God. as its furtt 
object; yet it will always be ac- 
companied with a benevolent re. 
fara to mankind, Thofe, who 
love Jehovah, will alfo love all 
mankind with the Jove of benev- 
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olence—will with them well, and 
feek their prefent and future good. 
They will carefully avoid wrong- 
ing and injuring others, aad faith- 
fully perform the various duties 
they owe their fellow-creatures. 
For thefe that love God, will 
keep his commands, and thefe 
enjoin their duty toward man, as 
well as toward God. If any 
therefore are knavifh, unjult, op- 
preflive, revengeful, contentious 
or negle&tful of the duties which 
refpect mankind ; it is manifeit, 
that they have no true plety or 
love to God, whatever may be 
their profeffion or fhew of religion. 

Finally, let us all be excited to 
the exercife of fupreme love to 
Jehovah.” It is the firft and high- 
eft duty of each one of us. We 
are urged to it by the moft 
weighty motives and obligations. 
God is infinitely glorious and 
lovely, and therefore deferving of 
our higheft affeGtion and regard. 
We are alfo under the higheft ob- 
ligations of gratitude to him for 
his innumerable favors, and ef- 
pecially for his unfpeakable gift 
of the Saviour. We live every 
moment upon his goodnefs, and it 
is of his mere mercy, that we are 
out of hell. How vile then our 
ingratitude and wickedaefs, if we 
have no love for our Almighty 
Benefa@tor, and live in difobedi.. 
ence to his righteous commands. ? 
We ‘fhall juftly deferve to be 
frowned from hig glorious prefence 
into outer darknefs, where there 
will be weeping and gnafhing of 
teeth. Yea, this cordial affe&ion 
and reconciliation to the divine 
character are abfolutely neceffary 
to our peace and happinefs im the 
prefent and future world, For 
God is the only fource of real 
good. His prefence and {miles 
conttitute the felicity of heaven. 


*Unlefs therefore we are cordially 
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reconciled to him, and difpofed to ; the fame interceflions againf the 


rejoice in him as our portion, we 
can never be happy. For ** there 
is no peace, faith the Lord, unto 
the wicked.” If we continue 
impenitent and unreconciled to his 
holy character, we mutt be for- 
ever excluded from his blifsful 
prefence, and have our portion 
with hypocrites and unbelievers 
in thie regions of woe and defpair. 
As therefore we regard our ‘pre- 
fent or future good, let us choofe 


God as our portien—acquaint 


ourfelves with him, and be at 
peace with him, and thereby good, 
eternal good, will come unto us. 


ie 


Oa ihe imprecations. of David, and 
other Saints, recorded in the ferip- 
tures, again? the enemies of the 
church. 


MPRECATIONS are pray- 

@ ers for evils to be inflicted upon 

thofe againit whom they are made. 
There are many fuch prayers re- 
corded in the holy fcriptures. 
David, the man after God’s own 
heart, ufed them freely, on all oc- 
eafions, when the fituation of the 
church, refpeGing its enemies, led 
~ him to apply unto God in its be- 
half. The-fervency, importunity 
and perfeverance with which thefe 
imprecations are made, and the 
ftrong and unreferved language in 
which ‘they are expreffed, renders 
jt evident, that he was fincere in 
them, and earneft that they fhould 
be accomplifhed. “* Let death 
feize upon them, and let them go 
down quick imto‘hell ; for wick- 
ednefs is in their dvvellings.”” And 
again, “* Add iniquity to their in- 
iquity ; let them not come into 
thy righteoufnefs ; let them be 
blotted out of the book of the 
living, and not be written with 


the righteous.” Jeremieh made 


wicked. ‘ Pull them out like 
fheep for the flaughter, and pre- 
pare them for the day of flaugh- 
er’? Paul.uwfed the fame pray- 
ers or impreécations againft Alex- 
ander the copperfmith, faying, 
s¢ Alexander the copperfmith did 
me much evil; the Lord reward 
him according to his works.” 


| The fcriptures abound with fuch 


imprecations. We find them in 
the old tefLament and the new, 
and particularly in the Pfalms. 
Asan example of the whole, the 
reader is requefted to top here, 
and carefully read the whole of 
the 35 th-Pfalm. © 4 
Pit Sita We ae See Me Oe 

Many have been greatly em- 
atrafled in reading thefe paflages 
of the feripturés, and could not 
fo underftand them, as to recon- 
cile them with Chriftian benevo- 
lence, and cordially adopt the 
feritiments expreffed, and enter in- 


; to them, as they do into the o- 


ther prayers, which they, find ih 
the holy feriptures. An attempt 
will now be made te remove thefe 
difficulties from the minds of feri- 
ous Chriftians. Should the wii- 
ter fucceed, his fuccefs will be 
confidéred as an abundant recom- 
penfe. Two unfatisfattory me- 


. 


‘thods to relieve thefe difficulties 
will frit be mentioned.—_Some of 


the learned tell us that the crigin~ 
al language would have admitted 
that thefe imprecations fhould 
have been tranflated as prophe- 
cies, and inftead of the expreilion, 
“ Let deftru@ion come upon him 
at unawares, and let his net that 
he hath hid catch himfelf, into 
that very deftru@ion let him fall,” 
as it is in the 8th verfe of -the 
Pfalm noticed, it might have been 
rendered, © DeftruGion fhall come 
upon him at unawares, his net 
that he hath hid hall catch him- 
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felf, into that very deftrudtion he 
thall fall.’ It is faid, that mere 
prophecies are, in the Hebrew 
original, often expreffed in the 
form of prayers, and that, if this 
had been fo tranflated, it would 
have removed every diffculty.— 
But it is conceived, that the men 
whom God in his providence has 
employed to tranflate the Bible, 
for the ufe of his church, have 
been fo far under the guidance of 
his fpirit, as to make no effential 
errors. If-the tranflation may 
not be depended ‘on as having 
been made under a fpecial divine 
fuperintenderce, fo that no effen- 
tial miftakes have been committed, 


how has God provided for his | 


church ? None but the learned, 
who can read the bible in the ori- 
ginal languages, can have any rule 
for faith or praGtice. But the 
learned well know that our tranf- 
lation has no fuch etrors, and 
that thefe imprecations are ren- 
dered confiftent with the original. 
Tt is then very wrong to infinuate, 
that the difficulty cannot be re- 
moved but bya tranflation, which 
the Hebrew may indeed bear, but 
which is’ fo effentially different 
from ours, as to contain very op- 
polite fentiments. It tends to 
fhake the confidence of the un- 
learned in the only rule of direc 
tion which God has given them. 
But allowing that. thefe pafiages 
are only prophecies of evils which 
are coming on the wicked, it re- 
lieves us of no difficulty, for the 
Pfalmift evidently fpoke of them 
with approbation and pleafure, as 
the means of deliverance and blef. 
fing to the church: . ‘This appears 
by the next words after the im- 
precation already quoted, « And 
my foul fhall be joyful in the 
Lord ; it hall rejoicé-in his {al- 
vation”? ‘That is, in the falva~ 
tion effected by the. deftru&tion 
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which fhould come upon the wick- 
ed at unawares. And if we a- 
dopt the fame fpirit in reading, as 
he did in writing it, we alfo fhall 
for the fame reafons rejoice in the 
deftruGtion which is coming on the 
wicked. This amounts to the 
fame thing, and is no lefs difficult, 
than to unite with the Pfalmift in 
praying againft the. wicked. It 
removes no embarraflment.—Be- 
lides, David ufes the fame form 
of {peech when praying againft his 
enemies, as he does when praying 
for himfelf, and for thofe hleffings, 
forwhichhepromifesto givethanks, 
It therefore appears evident that 
thefe paflages are dire& impreca- 
tions on the wicked, and that any 
other conftru@tion is unnatural and 
ftrained, and inconfiftent with the 
fimplicity of the feriptures, and if 
admitted, would relieve us of no 


| diffic ulty, ; 


Others, fenfible that théfe are 
imprecations, and unwilling to 
fuppofe that they can be confifte 
ently adopted by Chriftians, have 
inattentively conceived, that things 
of this nature were lawful under 
that difpenfation, which are cons 
trary to the prefent. They may 
fuppofe that. our Saviour had re, 
ference to. this, -when he» faid, 
*« Ye have heard that it hath been 
faid, thou thalt love thy neigh- 
bour, and hate thine enemy ; but 
T fay, unto you, love your ene- 
mies,??. But the direGtion, « hate 
thine eneny,’ is not in the law. 
It was a perverfe tradition or con- 
ftruGiion of the Pharifees. The 
old teftament, as well as the new, 
dire&{s, «If thine enemy be hun. 
Sty» give him bread to eat, and if 
he be thirty, give him water to 
drink.”§ "The religon of both 
difpenfations is effentially the 
the. fame, they are by no means. 


§ Prov. xxv. OX 
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oppofite to each other. ‘The fame 
fpirit is required towards both 


friends and enemies, and the paf-: 


fages in queftion may be adopted 
by the faints now, with the fame 
propriety as in ancient times. 
‘Therefore this expedient fails, and 
affords no relief. 


That all difficulties may be re- 
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moved, it fhould be remarked,’! 


that thefe imprecatiors' were not 
produced by revenge, malice or 
perfonal refentment, This ap- 
pears. from the ftrains of devo- 
tion with which they are inter- 
mixed, and from the fpirit which 
the Pfalmift manifeited in the 13th 
and 14th verfes. ‘ But as for 
me, when they. were fick, my 
clothing was fackcloth : I hum- 
bled my foul with fafting, and my 
prayer returned into my own bo- 
fom. I behaved myfelf as though 
he had been my friend or brother: 
I bowed down: heavily, as one 
that mourneth for his mother.’’ 
His condu& towards Saul might 
alfo free him from any fuch impu- 
tation. Befides, fo good a man 
as David, could not have gone fo 
often, with fuch folemnity, with 
a revengeful f{pirit, into the pre- 
fence of Ged.  Ner would re- 
vengeful imprecations have beer 
admitted into a book of ‘hymns 
and fpiritual fongs, which God 
has given to dire€t and affitt the 
devotions of his church, much lefs 
could any thing fo contrary to the 
commands of God, have been 
diated by divine” infpiration. 
Therefore thefe prayers are not 
the effafions of malice, but are 
confiftent with benevolence, ard 
are well pleafing to God, and giv- 
en for the ufe of the church. 

It fhould alfo be remarked, 
that God had made David the vi- 
fible leader of his church, and the 
enemies againft whom he prayed, 
were his enemies on account of his 
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piety, and becaufe God had thus 
exalted him’ to feed his people. 
Their mifchievous devices were 
really aimed at the kingdom and 
glory of God. It was therefore 
a fervent regard to the kingdom 
and glory of God, which David 
expreffed, and it was his piety and 
benevolence, which led him to 
pray that thefe enemies fhould not ' 
fucceed in their wicked defigns ; 
and that God fhould be glorified, 
and his church profpered, though 
it fhould take place by means of 
the deftruGtion of his enemies. 
Befides, it was only on the fuppo- 
fition that they would continue in- 
corrigible, that he prayed for 
their defiruction ; for he afked it 
only on account of the injury they 
were doing, and that the caufe of 
Zion might not be hurt by them ; 
and before he clofesthe Pfalm, he 
prays, faying, ‘ Let them fhout 
for joy and be glad, that favor 
my righteous caufe,”” which all 
but the incorrigible will do, and fo 
become the objeéts of his inter- 
ceffions, inftead of imprecations. 
Further, it fhould be confidered 
that thefe imprecations coincide 
with the penalties of God’s law, 
and with the predictions of his 
wrath upon the incorrigible ene- 


‘mies of his church, which he of- 


ten mentions to his people for 
their encouragement and comfort, 
and are conformable to his a€tual 
cealings with the finally impeni- 
tent. Their deftrudcticn is necef 
fary to the fupport of law and 
government, the glory of God, 
and the fafety and welfare of his 
kingdom. The wrath of God 
againft the wicked docs not pro- 
ceed from malevolence, but is an 
expréffion of love to the univerfe, 
in the defruction of its enemies. 
The friends of God are called to 
aequiefce in the juftice of God, 
from the fame benevolence of 
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heart, ‘and théfe imprecations are 
but the expreffions of the fame 
{pirit which God manifetts in his 
law and juttice, and of entire acqui- 
efence in his government. Chrift 
himfelf fays, I pray not for the 
world, but for them which thou 
haft given me. An oppofite fpir- 
it, in favor of incorrigible finners, 
which would defire that they 
might fucceed in their mifchief 
with impunity, would have been 
oppoling God. Thefe prayers 
againit the wicked, on the fuppo- 
fition that they were irreclaimable, 
which David had all reafon to be- 
lieve was the cafe, fhows that he 
had a {pirit conformed to God, 
and felt interefted in the fame 
caufe, 

Befides, the object. which the 
Pfalmift had in view, was the 
profperity of the great caufe, 
which feems to have {0 abforbed 
his mind with its magnitude and 
importance, that it became his 
tingle objeét, and the concerns of 
individuals did not at all come in- 
to view; and he regarded other 
perfons and things only as they 
appeared in favor, or oppofition 
to this caufe, and of courfe, moft 
heartily prayed for every thing in 
its favor, and againit all oppofi- 
tion to its profperity.—It. is pre- 
fumed, that no one can confiftent- 
ly objet again fuch a {pirit, as 
tho’ it was contrary to the {pirit 
of the Chiiftian difpenfation, and 
that every Chriftian will find his 
heart drawn forth in the fame de- 
fires, for the profperity of Zion, 
which di@ated thefe prayers. 

Should any one. after all, be 
unzble to. reconcile thefe impre- 
cations with the. direGions of 
Chriit, « Love your . enemies, 
blefs them that curfe you, do 
eced to. them that hate you, and 
pray for them that defpitefully 
ufe you and perfecute you 3°?) it 
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| may be remarked, that thefe di- 


- teach us, 


reGtions require the fame fpirit 
and conduct as David exercifed 
towards Saul. They do not re- 
quire us-to with that the enemies 
of Chrift and his people fhould 


-fucced in their attempts to ruin 


the church, or that we thould be 
enemies to the juftice of God, 
and pray that final impenitents 
might be faved. The gofpel con- 
demuns them, no lefs than the law : 
Chrift himfelf pronounces them 
accurfed. But the direGtions of 
Chrift forbid all perfonal refent- 
ments, and require our prayers 
that his enemies may not remain 
incorrigible; but ‘be converted 
over to his caufe. They do not 
oppofe the imprecations of David, 
who himfelf prayed for his ene- 
mies, but require usto be benevo- 
lent to the enemies of Chrift and 
his people, while like David, we 
pray that God would interpofe 
for his own caufe, as he has told 
us he will, though it fhould be ne- 
ceflary to do it, by the deftruc.: 
tion of his enemies. 

It is hoped that thefe obferva- 
tions will relieve the pious, from 
any difficulties which they may 
have had on this fubje@, and en- 
able them to enter moft cordially 
into the true fpirit of thofe pialms, 
and other portions of {cripture, 
which God has given to dire@ and 
aid their devotions, They will 
that neither the benev- 
olence.of God, nor of his people, 
are inconfiftent with the final: de-. 
ftruGion of his implacable en. 
emies,—that God punifhes the- 
wicked, and the faints rejoice in 
it, from a {pirit of real benevolence 
to the univerfe, which fhows that 
juttice is not malevolence, mani- 
fells its glory, and extinguifhes 
all grounds of hope in the cafe of 
fuch as-remain in their fins; and 
thefe obfervations will thow, that 
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. we ought to wifh and pray that 
God would reclaim his enemies ; 
but that if they continue his ene- 
mies, they may be caft down from 
all that authority and influence, 
which they exert to oppofe God, 
and deprefs and overthrow his 
caufe and kingdom in the world. 
How dreadful to oppofe the king- 

‘dom of Chrift !1! 

MIKROS., 


‘The gofpel is prefled upon us, by the 
confiderations of obtaining the 
bleffednefs of heaven, and fcap- 
ing the mifery of hell. Are thefe 

‘felfifh motives ? 

S heaven and hell are de- 
{cribed in the: holy: {erip- 
tures, they are motives which can 
have*no operation upon a felfith, 
carnal mind. They can apply 
only to pure, holy and benevo- 

lent: beings. 

The gofpel is conftructed upon 
a benevolent plan, and its motives 
are fuch as can have their proper 
imfluence only upon minds, which 
are ofa benevolent, virtuous caf. 

. Its thain intention is not to apply 
to our intereft, as our own, or our 
private felf love. . For in this cafe, 
it need barely to hold forth hap- 
pinefs and mifery, difconneted 
from every thingelfe. And, then, 
all minds, however felfith, might 
be affeGted with fuch motives. 
Still, the gofpel allows us to pay 

a f{nitable regard to our own in- 

terefts. 

It-a€tually holds forth happi- 
nefs and mifery of a peculiar na- 
ture, and fo qualified as to have 
influence only with benevolent 
minds... ‘The happinefs to which 
the gofpel would allure us, is that 
which is connected with holinefs. 
And the mifery from which it 

. would deter us, is that which is 
connected with fn. ~ Happinefs 
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and mifery of this nature are not 
felfith motives, do not affect minds 
which are governed only by inter- 
eft and felf love, and are regard- 
ed only by the pure and difinter- 
efled among men. 

Mofes, * had refpe&t unto the 
recompenfe of the reward.”” But 
was it a felfifh reward ? No; a 
felfth carnal man could not have 
been influenced by that reward. 
What was it? The love of the. 
glory of God, conftituted this re- 
compenfe. But this is, in its very 
nature, an enjoyment which does 
not ftrike carnal minds, and which 
is regarded only by fuch 2s have 
their hearts purified from felfifh- 
nefs, and made difinterefted. 

So Chrift, “ for the joy that 
was fet before him, endured the 
crofs.” But what joy ? The joy 
which flows from the exercife of 
benevolence. The joy which is 
the refult of fupreme love to God, 
and regard to his glory, and the 
general good. Chrift not 
bribed or hired by the joy that 
was fet before him. It does not 
imply that he was of'a:‘mercenary 
{pirit. Far from: that, the joy 
to which he afpired was a holy 
| joy, fuch as is connected with be- 
nevolent views and fervices, and 
| fuch as is had only in the prefence 
ot God. 

Did the gofpel propofe fimply, 
deliverance from mifery, and the 
enjoyment of happinefs, without 
defcribing the nature of that hap- 
pinefs, finners would like it. It 
would hold forth motives adapted 
to operate upon felfith minds. 
And men of the moft corrupt 
views would -be led to embrace a 
gofpelof thisnature. All would 
be glad to be delivered from mife- 
ry, and placed in happinefs fuited 
to their prefent tafle ; and would 
be“moved to embrace any plan, 
which held forth thefe encoura- 
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ging motives. Sinners would be 
glad to efcape mifery, provided 
‘they need not feel their guilt and 
repent, and they would be glad 
of heavea, if they might retain 
- their fins. ~The finner will not 
acknowledge himfelf to blame. 
He cannot therefore fee or feel it 
to be any -evil; merely to be fe- 
cluded from the prefence of God. 
While he carries a difaffeCted {pir- 
it towards God, inimical and hof- 
tile to his chara€ter and govern- 
ment, he-is not fenfible of that 
evil which confifts in being remo- 
ved from his prefence. But this 
is what he chcofes. Hence, then, 
in this view, he does not wifh to 
efcape from a hell, when it. is 
confidered as the place which is 
congenial to his nature, and where 
he may gratify his malignant tem- 
per towards the Supreme Being. 
But this is the hell which the gof- 
pel fets forth for our warning. 

Tt is an argument which applies 
dire&tly to difinterefted minds ; 
to thofe who are willing to ac- 
knowledge that they finful, 
felfith beings, juftly to blame,’ for 
fetting up themfelves, and loving 
the creature more than the crea- 
tor: To thofe who are fenfible 
that they have been led aftray by 
felf love, that they have been un- 
der the fupreme dominion of inter- 
efted views, and are now brought 
to fee their extreme vilenefs, and 
that they alone haye been to 
blame, and not God. Such feel 
the evil of being caft out from 
God’s prefence, and hell is with 
them a mof moving confidera- 
so tions 

Heaven, alfo, is of fuch a na- 
ture as is not adapted to men’s 
interefted, corrupt pafiions. it is 
not a motive, or an objet with 
the felfith. 
and thy exceeding great reward.” 
Godis the fupreme good,» Fis 


are 


“T am thy fhield,’ 
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glory conftitutes the happinefs of 
his children. . And it is for this 
very reafon that the finner has an 
averfion to the Chriftian’s heaven. 
He delights in finful happinefs, 
but not in a happinefs confifting 
inthe glory of God. His felfith 
corrupt feelings, are not captiva- 
ted and charmed with thofe joys 
which are the refult of pure be- 
nevelence. The fault, which he 
finds with heaven, is, that it re- 
quires his affections to be removed 


| from himfelf, or the creature, and 


| 


fettled. fupremely upon God.— 
Tn fhort, happinefs in connetion 
with holinefs, is not the object of 
his defire. A heaven of -holy 
happinefs is no joy to him.— 
Hence then; it appears that heav- 
en, is an object adapted to ftrike 
only benevolent minds. Holy 
minds feel that motive. They 
who know what itis to be bro’t 
to love God with all the heart, 
and to make him and not them- 
felves their. ultimate end, will 
know how to eftimate the value 
of heaven, which confifts in the 
enjoyment of him. 

I proceed to add two 
reflections. 

1. How does the confideration 
of hell operate upon the finner 
while unrenewed ? He looks bare- 
ly at the calamity. He regards 
the natural, and not the moral 
evil. He is terrified with the 
thoughts of eternal damnation. 
His felf-love excites him to dread 
the pains of hell. The thought 
of being made to lie down in for. 
row, is a moving confideration ; 
it appals his heart, and. ftrikes 
him terror... This is a law 
work, and ufually precedes, or is 
connected with faving repentance 
and converlion. God farit, ordi- 
narily, puts us under conviction, 
and a. fpirit of bondage, before 
he appears for our deliverance. 
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And for thié purpofe he makes 
ufe of threatenings. He opens 
the finner’s eyes to affeCting views 
of the miferies of hell. The fin- 
-ner’s mind is yet felfifh and car- 
‘mal. He is not yet properly af- 
fected with the {cripture views of 
hell,asaftate of oppofitionto God 


and rejection from his prefence. } 
But God is pleafed that fuch con- 


_ vidtions, in a greater or lefs de- 
gree, fhould take place, previous 
to his granting the finner evan- 
gelical, faving repentance. 

z. Chriftians are difinterefted 

when they have refpe& unto the 
tecompenfe of the reward. 
_ Having refpe& to this reward, 
is not at variance with difinter- 
eftednefs of character, but implies 
it. For no man can truly defire 
the favor of God as his chief good, 
without a cordial approbation of 
his character, and that for its own 
excellence. And this is difinter- 
efted affection. 

Such as approve of God’s char- 
a€ter, and make his glory their 
ultimate end, do manifeft a re- 
gard to the happinefs of being in 
yeneral. 

The confideration of heaven is 
a virtuous motive, calculated to 
work only upon benevolent or ho- 
ly minds. It is'a motive to take 
hold of thofe only, who are exalt- 
ed above private felf-love, who 
feek their well-being in a right 
manner, as being’ in connection 
with the general good, who have 
their fouls turned upon the glory 
of God, and the greateft good of 
his creatures. 
ery which is connected with fin, 
and a teftimony of God’s difplea- 
fure againft it. Their hopes are 
upon a reward capable of being 
enjoyed only by thofe who are 
formed in the image of God. We 
need not fear being mifled, while 


we feek'a holy joy, fuch as can | 
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Saints fear a mif- | 


Sabbath 137 
be experiencéd only by thofe wha 
are made in God’s likenefs. And 
happy are they who are made 
veffels of mercy prepared for glo- 
ty ; who are fitted, by a work of 
gxace upon the foul, for the en- 
joyment of Godfor ever, _ 
eo 


To THE Epitors oF THE Con- 
NECTICUT EVANGELICAL Mac- 
AZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 


IT is, doubtlefs, of high im- 
portance, that every friend of re- 
ligion and good morals ftep forth 
and ftand firm at his poft, for the 
fupport of that liberty wherewith 
Chrift hath made us freé. Infi- 
dels and men of bad morals are 
exerting every nerve to prevent 
the obfervance, and to deftroy the 
influence of the holy fabbath. 
Should the following thoughts on 
that fubject, meet your approba- 
tion, you will pleafe to give them 
a place in your ufeful Magazine. 


ROM the account given by 
Mofes,’it appears, that God 
| devoted fix days to the work of 
| creation—took a review of the 
| things he had made—pronounced 
| them ver'y good, and refted on the 
/feventh day : Therefore, God 
| blefed the feventh day, and Jandifi- 
| edit ; becaufe that in it he had refted 
from all his work which God creaizd 
| and made. By this inftitution, 
God taught our firft parents, that 
| they might devote fix days to fome 
reafonable fecular employment ; 
| but, that the feventh day fhould 
bea reft from fervile labor, and 
_ devoted to moral duties—a day, 
| to remember their Creator, and 
/ to review their works and con- 
| duct for the week paft, whether, 

| hke his, they were all very good. 
This was an eafy and reafond- 
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ble fervice for a rational creature ;. 
and, as fuch, of moral and un- 
changeable obligation. Accord- 
ingly, when God gave the moral 
law from Mount Sinai, he inferted 
this inftitution of the fabbath in- 
to that code, Exod. xx. 8—11. 
He who faid Thou jhalt not kill, 
alfo faid, Thou fhalt remember the 
Jabbath day to keep it holy.x—And, 
it is highly probable, the fabbath 
was obferved from Adam to Mo- 
fes, by the fons of God. ‘The 
end of days, or procefs of time, 
when Cain and Abel brought 
their offermgs to the Lord—and 
the day, when the fons of God 
met together, mentioned by Job, 
were, probably, the fabbath day. 
And, indeed, veftiges of a fe- 
venth day fabbath have been 
found, for many ages, among 
Heathens who hated the Jews, 
and cannot be fuppofed to have 
derived it from them, or to have 
obferved it out of conformity to 
them : they muft, therefore, have 
derived it from their progenitors 
by oral tradition. But, be this 
asit may, it is certain, in the af- 
fair of gathering the manna, Mo. 
fes mentions the fabbath, as a day, 
well known and underftood by 
the Hebrews, Exod. xvi. 23.— 
From that time to this, a fabbath 
‘has been obferved among the fons 


of God; and its moral nature. 


emuft, and will enforce obfervance 
to the end of time. 

The change of the fabbath, 
from the laft to the firft day of the 
week, can, in no fenfe, weaken its 
moral obligation ; and is, doubt- 
lefs, of divine authority. Whe- 
ther ‘the fourth chapter to the 
Hebrews be in full proof of this 


point, as many believe, I cannot | 


now confider. Suffice it to fay, 
when God had finifhed creation, 
he faw all very good, and refled. 
This reft was broken by the fin 
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| of .our firft . parents.; and God 
| could no more fee all very good, 
but in the Mediator. The work of 
redemption, or new creation by 
Chrift, was aCtually completed on 
the firft day of the week; and 
God, in him, faw all very good 
again, and refted. 4 ref? there- 
fore, remains for the people of God ; 
or he that is entered into his refty 
he alfo hath ceafed from his own 
works, as God did from his.— 
There is, therefore, a fimilar rea- 
fon, not only for the continuance, 
but for the change of the fabbath, 
that there was for its inftitution. 
And the reafon is ftill ftronger, 
in proportion as the fecond crea- 
tion is greater, and more glorious 
than the firft. To which we may 
add, that Chrift, as Lord of the 
fabbath, had right to change and 
enforce it; and his refting from his 
works, on the firft day of the week, 
moft richly deferves the memo- 
rial. 
Agreeably to this idea, the 
prophet fpeaks of the eighth day, 
| or day after the Jewith fabbath, 
as a peculier blefling to the gof- 
pel church ; Ezek. xliii. 26, 27. 
Seven days fhall they purge the altar 
and purify it ; and they fball con- 
Jecrate themfelves. And when thefe 
| feven days are expired, it foall be, 
that on the eighth day, and fo for- 
_ ward, the priefts foall make your 
burnt offerings upon the altar, and 
your peace offerings : and I will ac- 
cept you, faith the Lord God.— 
Thefe words, doubilefs, have re-* 
| ference to the gofpel day ;.and to 
_the acceffion of the Jews to the 
| Chrittian church, when, accord- 
| ing to the language of the cere- 
' monial law, they fhall purify the 
altar and confecrate themfelves 
| feven days, including their form- 
| er fabbath, as a preparation for a 
fabbath on the eighth day, or firft 
| day of the next week, and /o for- 
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ward, without limitation. Thus, 
there is a fimilar reafon for the 
change of the fabbath to the 
eighth day, that there was for its 
inftitution on the feventh day— 
and this change was a€tually fore- 
told, to the Jews, by a prophet of 
the Lord. 

It is further worthy of notice, 
that our Saviour conftantly vifit- 
ed his apoftles, on the firft day of 
the week. And the remarkable 


outpourings of the Holy Ghoft,. 


as mentioned in the Adis of the 
-apoftles, were generally on that 
day, while the difciples were met 
together for divine fervice. Thus, 
the Chriftian fabbath, was a day 
‘peculiarly fet apart, and bleffed 
‘of the Lord; and as fuch, was 
and ftill is called the Lord’s day. 
The primitive. Chriflians always 
obferved it, nor does it appear, 
that they obferved any other day, 
as a fabbath, after the afcenfion 
of Chrift. It is true, indeed, they 


refpected the Jewifh fabbath, and > 
| fit and reafonable, that God fhould 


frequently took occafion, on that 
day, to inftruét the people in the 
principles of the Chriftian reli- 
gion ; but conftantly enjoined on 
their followers, not to neglect the 
affembling of themfelves together, 
on the firlt day of the week, as 
the manner of fome was. 

Thefe obfervations on the in- 
ftitution, perpetuity and change 
of the fabbath are fufficient ; and 
have led me beyond my intended 
brevity on this part of the fubjeG. 
I will now attend tothe ufe and 
defign of the fabbath. The fab- 
bath was made for man, and not 
man for the fabbath. 

The obfervance of the fabbath, 
can add nothing to God’s effential 
glory and happinefs ; our good- 
nefs cannot extend to him. The 
benefit is ours. It is great for 
time and eternity, and demands 


eur high eftimation o! that day. | 


Y 
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The beft judges, not infidels, but 


thofe who have confcientioully 
obferved the fabbath, {peak hiph- 
ly in commendation of it, and have 
always manifefted a folicitude to 
prevent its neglect. And the high 
titles given to the fabbath, by 
the primitive fathers, fhow their 
eftimation of it. They called it, 
“the Lord’s day—the chief of 
days—the queen of days—a day 
of gladnefs and delight.””_ Agree- 
ably to which, David exprefled his 
love to the ancient fabbath——d day 
in thy courts is better ‘than a thou~ 
fand. I had rather be a doorkeep- 
er in the houfe of my God, than to 
dwell in the tents of wickednefs. 
But if we confider the reafons 
of its inftitution, and the duties 
required on that day, the fabbath 
will appear" to be a day of high 


importance and benefit to man. 


| Man, as a reafonable creature, is 


capable of receiving and, giving a 
rational manifeftation of God’s 
lory. It was, therefore, highly 


require man, as his firft fervice 
and duty, to contemplate his 
works of creation and providence. 
This was a glorious employment. 
God could require no lefs ; and 
man could, in nothing, fo ennoble 
and benefit himfelf.~ And had 
man continued innocent, the fab- 
bath would have bees always a 
delight ; and we nevet fhould 
have heard of the wearifomenels 
of that holy day. ; 
Doubtlefs, in the inftitution of 
the fabbath, God meant to give 
man a neceflary reft from fervile 
labor ; and an opportunity to 
contemplate, admire and adore 
his divine perfections, and thus, 
to fecure to himfelf divine honors 
and holy reverence, as the creator 
and governor of the univerle, 
What can fo exalt the divine char- 
agter, in the human mind, as 
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fuch a. weekly contemplation ? 
What can fo effe€tually teach man 
his total dependence on God, and 
fill his heart with admiration, 
love and gratitude for the good 
he receives, and fo, in every thing, 
Tead him, by prayer and fupplica- 
tion with thank{fgiving, to make 
known his requefts unto God ? 
Such a day of reft is fecurity 
for God, that he will always have 
a tribute of praife, as creator and 
governor of the world ; and alfo, 
gues man a glorious opportunity, 


or maintaining a regular and | 


friendly intercourfe with heaven. 
find, indeed, it is reafonable to 
believe, that this is the only way, 
in which, the knowledge of God 
and creation, could have been 


preferved from fa'ling into cons , 


tempt and oblivion ;, for, where 
the fabbath is neglected, the peo- 

le foon become grofsly ignorant 
of God and his works, as expe- 
Yience abundantly teaches. 
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But under the gofpel, we have | 
additional reafons for keeping the | 
fabbath : Not only creation, but 
all the works of redemption call | 


for meditation and praife. The 
Chriftian fabbath gives us a pe- 


culiaropportunity toftudy Chrift’s | 


character as God-man mediator— 
to enquire into the truths he teach- 
es inthe gofpel—to exercife the 
various graces which he enjoins, 


and fo, to fecure the bleffings | 
which he promifes to them who. | 


Jove and ferve him. That day 
fhould be devoted to thofe duties 
which prepare for eternity. As 
finners, we have much to do, and 
hut little time, in which we can 
doit. The fabbath gives every 
one a proper and convenient op- 
portunity for this work, How 
fhould we prize this divine inftitu- 
tion !. How fhould we rejoice, in 
the return of this day of holy reft |. 

A. review of our lives, at leaft 
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once ina week, is neceffary; and 
if we are well difpofed, will be 
pleafant. Many ufeful reflections 
will naturally arife in the mind of 
every one, upon fuch a review ; 
as, how have I been profpered— 
what bleflings have I received — 
how many dangers and evils have 
I efcaped—what duties haye I 
performed—what fins have I com. 
mitted—what are my views in 
life—what are my profpects be- 
yond the grave ? In fuch a re- 


_ view, the vaft realities of eternity 


will naturally affect our minds, 
and tend to excite us to know 
and do the will of God. Thus, 
the fabbath, from the reafons of 
its inftitution, and duties enjoin- 
ed, appears to be of high imports 
ance, and great benefit to man. 
And it will appear ftill more 
evident, that the fabbath was made 
for man, if we confider the civil 
and religious influence, which it 


| has on families in particular, or 


on fociety in general. 

On the former, Mr. Addifon, 
fomewhere, has obferved, “ That 
“if the keeping of one day in 
‘ feven, were only an human infti- 
“tution, it would be the beft 
‘method to polith and civilize 


| *mapkind. Tis certain, country 


‘people efpecially, would de- 
* generate into a kind of favages, 
‘ were it not for the frequent re. 
‘turn of times, in which, whole 
“neighborhoods meet together 
‘ with their beft faces, and in their 
‘ cleanlieft habits, to converfe to. 
‘ gether—to hear their duty ex- 
‘ plained and_ to join together in 
‘ adoration of the Supreme Being. 
‘ Sunday clears away the ruft of 
‘the whole week—not only, as 
‘ it refrefhes in their minds notions 
‘of religion, but puts them upon 
‘ appearing in the beft manner, and 
‘ exerting fuch qualities as renderg 


! § them agreeable to each other.?? 
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Thefe obfervations are jut; 
and we may add, that the obferv- 
ance of the fabbath will have a 
tendency to fupprefs animofities ; 
and to form and itrengthen friend- 
fhips. However men may have 
differed and wrangled in the week 
time, their meeting together, and 
joining in folemn worfhip at the 
throne of grace, willtend to me- 
liorate their tempers, convince of 
fin and to excite forgivenefs, un- 
lefs they are*of their father the 
devil, in an eminent degree. 

But the influence of the fab- 
bath in a religious view, is ftill 
more important to fociety. By 
this, above all other means, the 
knowledge and fear of God are 
promoted ; and a fenfe of our 
total dependence on him, for eve- 
ry thing, is conftantly maintained. 
The confcientious obfervance of 
that holy day, will, unavoidably, 
convince us of duty, due to God, 
ourfelves and fellow creatures 3. 
and every repeated obfervance will 
tend to ftrengthen fuch conviction, 
and to ftir up our endeavors for 
the right performance of duty. 

Many, in the lower claffes of 
fociety, can command little or no 
time but the fabbath, to gain re- 
ligious knowledge and inftruction ; 

,and would, othewife, live in igno- 
rance of Godand religion. And 
too many in the higher circles of 
life, who have time, would never 
take it, were it not for the faluta- 
ry reftraints of the fabbath, 

Thefe obfervations fhew the 
importance of the fabbath to {o- 
ciety, in a civil and religious point 
of view. In this-refpeét, no in- 
ftitution, divine or human, is 
comparable to it. The duties of 
the fabbath, tend to furnifh our 
minds with ufeful knowledge—to 
inform our judgments and to regu- 
late our paffions, Our minds are 
meligrated, acquaintances aremade 
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—friendfhips are contracted—in. 
juries are forgiven and forgotten 
——reverence for God, and refpe& 
for civil and religious order is 
promoted—cleanlinefs, civility and 
decency are encouraged and prac- 
tifed. Thus, the aflembling of 
the people, and their exercifes on 
the Ebbath, are a kind of cement 
to fociety ; and ftrengthen all its 
bands of union, civil, moral and 
religious. 

And awful, indeed, would be 
the confequences, if fuch bands 
were loofened, as they foon would 
be, without the obfervance of 
that holy day. The knowledge 
and fear of God would be loft : 
Man would prey on man, and {o- 
ciety be a curfe } True it is, re- 
ligious inftitutions do not keep 
all men within the bounds of rea- 
fon and good order ;, yet, howev- 
er, the public adminittrations of 
the fabbath do fomething. They 
keep upa fenfe of moral and reli-. 
gious principles among men 3, and 
do much to reftrain their violent 
paffions, and to ftay the fpreading 
of vice and infidelity ; and thus, 
they promote private and public 
happinefs, Andit is an undoubt- 
ed truth, that the defpifers and 
negleters. of the fabbath, how- 
ever they may boaft of their pat- 
riotifm and. love of the people, 
are bitter enemies, both to God 
and to their country. Long ex- 
perience, in concurrence with ho- 
ly writ, teaches, that Righteou/- 
nefs exalteth a nation, but that ja 
is, a reproach to any people. 

This laft thought reminds me, 
that the obfervance of the holy 
fabbath, will greatly advance the 
credit and intereft of religion. 
Senfible of this truth, the ene~ 
mies of the crofs of Chrift .have 
always fpited the fabbath, and 
done what in them lay, to bring 
that day into difrepute and neg- 
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Ie. For proof of this, we have 
no need to crofs the Atlantic. The 
profeffion and practice of a mul- 
titude among ourfelves, are abund- 
antly fufficient. This fhould im- 
prefs the minds of profeffors, 
with a fenfe of the importance of 
a conftant attendance on the pub- 
lic duties of the fabbath. That 
day gives us an opportunity to 
fpeak for God and religion, to 
ftep forth publicly, as pillars of 
truth, as lights in the world, hold- 
ing forth the word of life. . By af- 
{embling on the Lord’s day, for 
religious worfhip, we openly pro- 
fefs our belief in the being of God, 
and of the realities of religion ; 
and do {pecially declare we are 
not afhamed of the crofs of Chritt. 
This does credit to religion, 
brings peace and comfort to our- 
felves, and bleffings on our fami- 
hes. It lifts up a ftandard againft 
infidelity, encourages weak and 
fearful Chriftians, and ftrengthens 
and eftablifhes fuch as waver in 
opinion. 

It is alfo worthy of obfervation, 
that in’ fociety, there are many 
who have no religion, and would 
take no pains to acquire any, were 
it not for the affembling of God’s 
people on the fabbath. " They feel 
difpofed merely to do, as others 
do, and fo, to go with the multi- 
tude. By this practice, though 
they fit as way-fide hearers, they 
may, and many, actually, have 
received the good feed of the word 
of God fown in ‘their hearts. 
Thus, the knowledge of God 
and a Saviour are brought to the 
cearelefs and ignorant. “The du- 
ties of the fabbath call off their 
attention from earthly things, and 
raffle their thoughts ‘towards 
heaven, 

By fuch means, the kingdom of 
the Redeemer is both’ honored 
and advanced. Hence it was, 
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our fathers were fo ftri@, in re- 
quiring all the members of fociety 
to attend on the public worfhip of 
the fabbath. And had their pof- 
terity been equally confcientious, 
in this refpect, it would have had 
a moft happy influence upon our 
civil and religious intereft. 

I will only remark further, that 
the obfervance of the fabbath is 
very conducive to perfonal reli-\ 
gion. The duties. of that holy 
day are, above all other means, 
uleful to promote divine knowl- 
edge and inftriGion—to convince. 
of fin, righteoufnefs and judg- 
ment and to excite in our hearts 
the love of God, faith, holinefs 
and joy. ‘The experience of all 
real Chriftians teftifies to the profit 
and pleafure of the fabbath. Ac- 
cordingly, a man who is eminent 
for piety, is always eminent for 
his reverence of the fabbath. 

Religion is ufeful in every em- 
ployment of life ; and, efpecially, 
do the duties of the fabbath, fir 
us for the duties of the week. 
They tend, as it were, to call us 
back from our paft wanderings, 
and fet us out anew on the path 
of duty ; and fo, to fecure the 
bleffings of God. A man mutt 
be hardened in fin, indeed, on 
whom the duties of the fabbath 
have no influence to check him in 
his evil praGtices ; and to excite 
refolutions of repentance and re- 
formation. One day in feven de- 
voted to God, in public worfhip, © 
will do much to fortify us againtt 
temptations from the world, the 
flefh and the devil ; otherwife, we 
have reafon to fear, we ate hard. 
on the borders of perdition. ‘Were 
it not for the fabbath, we have 
ground to believe, that our fouls 
would foon grovel on the earth ; 
and we fhould have little or no 
fpiritual affeCtion left. 

Let us then highly prize that ° 
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holy day ; and not fay with the 
wicked Jews, What a wearine/s 
itis ! when will the fabbath be gone, 
that we may fet forth wheat, making 
the ephah fmall, and the fhekel great 2 
But rather let us fay, with the 
man after God’s own heart, How 
amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord 
of Hofis ! My foul longeth, yea, even 
fainteth for ihe courts of the Lord. 
Bleffed are they ihat dwell in thy 
houfe : they will be fiill praifing thee. 
Many ufeful reflections are fug- 
gefted by this-fubjet : But I 
may only obferve, that the good- 
nefs of God is very manifeft, in 
his giving a fabbath toman. And 
for us to {pend it in carnal reft, in 
carelefnefs and inattention to di- 
vine things, or, in unneceflary at- 
tendance on our fecular affairs, is 
difhonoring to God, and injurious 
to ourfelves. 
' And to clefe the day and its 
fervice, in fafhionable vifits, and 
in parties for amufements is highly 
deferving of cenfure: It fhows 
that we have been mere, way-fide 
hearers, and have gotten no good. 
' The profanation of the fabbath 
is acrying fin, It is the fource 
of infidelity and loofe morals; 
and conftantly expofes us to the 
judgments ves heaven. Parents 
and heads of families are, fpecial- 
ly, called ypon to recommend the 
obfervance of the fabbath, by 
their precepts and conftant exam- 
ple. And, fhould need require, 
by their authority, to reftrain the 
vicious and refra¢tory, and com- 
pel attendance on public worhhip. 
We cannot take too much pains in 
this matter. ‘The more we ob- 
ferve the fabbath, the more hap- 
pinefs will redound to us and our 
children—God will be more hon- 
ored ; andwe fhall, with greater 
confidence, look up to him thro’ 
Jcfus Chrift, for life and falvation. 
‘ISRAEL, 
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Lxtrad of a letter from the Rev. 
Darip Bacon, Miffionary to 
the Indians, tothe Truftees of the 
Mifficnary Society of Connedicut, 
dated Micuizimaxinax, July 
2, 1802. 


THE 2oth of April I fat out 
for the Miami in a canoe with 
Beamont and the man that IT had 
hired ; but by reafon of unfavor- 
able winds we did not arrive at 
the mouth of the river until the 
4th of May. We were much fa« 
tigued with hard rowing, and were 
fevers 1 times in danger by the vio- 
lence of the waves, but God was 
better to us than our fears. I 
was obliged to go without the 
public interpreter, as he could not 
be fpared. I itarted however, with 
hopes of obtaining his brother, 
who, as I was told, lived but a few 
miles out of my way; but after 
travelling till late in the night to 
fee him, with limbs that were 
wearied with the fatigues of the 
day, I was difappointed of him 
alfo.—But when I came to the 
Miami, I learned the reafon of 
thefe difappointments; for there 
T found an. excellent interpreter 
in whom the Indians place the 
utmoft confidence, and who fery- 
ed me faithfully for a much lefs 
fum than what either of the others 
would have afked. His. name is 
Wilham Dragoo. He appears to 
be a very worthy man, confid- 
ering the advantages he has 
enjoyed —was taken prifoner on 
the Monongahela when he was 
ten years of age, and adopted into 
the head family of the nation, and 
is confidered a chief. 

When I arrived at the mouth 
of the river, the moft of the chiefs 
were drunk at the traders above. 
After remaining there two days, 
and finding Jt uncertain when they 
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would be down, we went up and 
ftored my provifions and farming- 
tools at Fort Miami, eighteen 
miles above. Hearing there that 
the moft of them had gone down, 
we returned the next day to the 
mouth. The day after, I found 
that Little Otter, the head chief, 
and one other, were-all that. were 
in the main village where we were, 
and that the reit all lay drunk in 
the neighboring villages. In the 
afternoon, I {pent feveral hours 
with thefe two, in explaining to 
them the origin and defigns of 
the Miffionary Society, and the 
benefits, ternporal and fpiritual, 
that they might expect to receive 
from having me among them.— 
They appeared to pay good at- 
tention, and when I had conclud- 
ed, Little Otter obferved in re- 
ply, that the Great Spirit had 
been liftening, and that they and 
their young men had been liften- 
ing to all that I had faid, that he 
believed it was true—that the air 
appeared clear and no clouds in 
the way, and that he would affem- 
ble his chiefs and hear me again 
as foon as poffible; but that till 
then, he could give me no fur- 
ther anfwer.—This was Saturday 
| the 8th.—Through the fabbath 
following, we enjoyed peace and 
quietnefs in the midft of them.— 
Hitherto the moft of them had 
remained fober.—But the follow- 
ing night we were difturbed with 
the rattles and drums of a num- 
ber of individuals who {pent the 
night in conjuring over a poor fick 
child in order to fave its life ; but 
_ itdied within a day or two after. 
Near morning they began to 
drink, and by 8 o’clock feveral 
got to fighting. But at the re- 
queft ofthe fober Indians, who 
chofe not to interfere, we parted 
them; and after fome time made 
out to pacity them, though one 
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of them was fo far énraged as to 
attempt to murder his antagonift. 
As foon as this difturbance had 
fubfided, I called on Little Otter, 
who informed me that he fhould 
not be able to colle& his chiefs 
that day, as we had expected, as 
moft of them were ftill drunk ; 
but added, that they would be fo- 
ber the next day, as they were 
preparing to have a dance the 
Tuefday night following, and that 
if it was poffible, he would affem- 
ble them in feafon to attend to 
my bufinefs firft, though he tho’t 
it doubtful whether they would 
be able to give me a hearing till 
after the dance. The néxt day 
he called upon me and informed 
me that they would not -be col- 
lected in feafon, and obferved that 
as I was fent there by the Great 
Spirit, and my bufinefs was impor- 
tant, it would not do to have it 
hurried ; and that as it was necef- 
fary to have them all fober before 
we entered on the bufinefs, he 
wifhed me to wait three days, as 
they would not be prepared foon- 
er, and as I might expe by that 
time to find them wife, and ready 
to attend to me. As there were 
fick people who needed my char- 
ity, and as others were conftantl 

begging from me, I had then dif- 
pofed of all my provifions, and 
found it neceflary to go up to the 
fort for more. When I arrived 
at my interpreter’s, which was 
one mile above, I found there the 
head chief of Ruthdaboo, who is 
very troublefome *when in liquor. 
I percieved that he was intoxica- 
ted, and foon difcovered by his 
geftures, and the tone of his voice, 
while talking with another Indian, 
that he had fomething againft me. 
Within a few minutes he accofted 
me in an angry manner, told me 
that he had heard bad news—that 
he had been informed that the 
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white people were a going to col- 
le& all the Indians together, and 
then fall upon them and kill them; 
and that he believed that I had 
come upon that butinefs. But I 
foon convinced him, by means of 
my interpreter, that I -had neither 
ability nor inclination to deftroy 


them ; and that I had come a- | 


mong them to be one of their 
people, and to do thei all the 
good that wasin my power. He 
then gave me his hand and told 
he would be my friend ; but beg- 
ged that I would lend him a 
dollar to get fome whifky.—But 
I put him off by telling him that 
I had been fo long from home, 


that I had {pent the moft-of my | 


money, and that if I had to re- 
main there much longer I did not 
know but I fhould have to call 
on him for affiftance. But be- 
fore we parted he kifled me more 
timesthan I could have ~withed ; 
and hugged me till he obliged me 
to return the compliment. As 
we hada {trong head wind, it was 
with difficulty that we got but 
five miles up the river that after- 
neon. We encamped about a 
quarter of a mile above their dan- 
cing ground. My interpreter ad- 
vifed me to go with him to fee 
them that evening; aud I hada 
defire to be prefent, as I fuppofed 
that I might acquire fome inform- 
ation that might be ufeful ; but 
T thought it would not be prudent 
to be among thgm that night, as 
I knew that fome of them were 
intoxicated, and that fuch would 
be apt to be jealous of me at that 
time ; and that nothing would be 
too abfurd for their imaginations 
fo conceive, or too cruel for their 
hands to perform. But as a fon 
of the head chief was fent early 
mext morning to invite me down, 
I went to fee them. 
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| their annual conjuration-dance, 


which is celebrated every fpring, 
on their return from hunting, and 
at no other time in the yeare No 
one is fuffered to take a part in 
it, who has not ferved an appren- 
ticefhip, and been regularly ad- 
mitted. Their number ufed to 
be but fmall, and confifted. of 
men only; but it is now very great, 
and confifts of men and women 
and children that are above the 
age of 12 or 15. It appears to 
be a very growing evil among 
them of late; and is as much of 
a fecret as free mafonry. My 
interpreter, who has been bred up 
with them from a child, told me, 
that he knew nothing about it, 
as he had not thought ft to join 
them.. Satan has not been igno- 
rant of what has been doing, of 
late, for the {pread of the gofpel 


| among them; and I believe that 


I had the | 
greater defire to g90, as this is» 


G 


this, and fpirituous liquor are the 
principal engines which he is em- 
ploying againft it. And I doubt 
not but Jhe is flattering himfelf 
with hopes of fuccels ; and 
certainly appearanves feem to be 
in his favor. Mr. Anderfon, a 
refpeCtable trader at Fort Mia- 
mi, told me that they had been 
growing worfe and worfe every 
year fince he has been acquainted 
with them, which is fix or feven 
years ; and that they have gone 
much greater lengths this year 
than he has ever known them be- 
fore. He affured me that it was 
a fa@, that they had lain drunk 
this fpring, as much astea or fif- 
teen days at feveral different trae 
ders above him ; and that fome of 
them had gone fifteen days .with- 
out tafting a mouthful of victuals, 
while they were in that fituation. 
Mr. Anderfon difapproves,of the 
practice 5 and by not complying 
with it, has loft the trade, and has 
turned his attention to his farm. 
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He treated me very kindly, and 
feemed friendly to my deligns, and 
very defirous to have me come 
out there. 

The leaders of the dance I have 
mentioned, may be called conju- 
rérs or doétors. “hey are never 
without large bags of medicine, 
and their conjuring apparatus ; 
and are‘fuppofed, by the Indians, 
to poflefs great fkaillin medicine, 
and great power in bewitching. 
Sicknefs and ill fuccefs in hunt- 
ing are commonly afcribed to their 
agency. It is believed that they 
are,able to poifon or bewitch peo- 
ple at any diftance ; or to afford 
relief to thofe who are poifoned 
or bewitched ; which they fup- 
pofe to be the difficulty with the 
moft who are fick ; and if any die 
without applying to one of thefe 
men, their death is ufually attrib- 
uted to this caufe. It is fuppof- 
ed, likewife, that they are able to 
heal the fick, where the Great 
Spirit does not interfere. In 
fhort, life and death, in moft in- 
ftances, are confidered to be at 
their difpofal. In cafes of ex- 
treme illnefs, they often fend great 
diftances for the moft noted, and 
give them whatever they afk, that 
is at their difpofal, which is com- 
monly a large fum, befides ftor- 
ing them with a plenty of provi- 
fions, efpecially with liquor. It 
is not uncommon for one of this 
defcription to require a horfe, fad- 
dle and bridle before he will un- 

ertake to effe€t-the cure. And 
if he does not fucceed in the at- 
tempt, in order to give fatisfac. 
tion, he has only to report the 
Great Spirit killed him. Their 
pupils, before they can be admait- 
ted into their dance, ave required 
to encamp one winter at leaft near 
one of their order, for the pur- 
pofe of receiving their education. 
‘Then, when they carry their pre- 
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ceptor a fupply of the beft provi~ 
fions they can procure, he wilt 
condefcend to inftru&t them in 
medicine, and learn them the 
fongs and dances that are pecu- 
liar to themfelves. And at the 
time they are admitted into the 
dance, they have to give each of 
the conjurers a blanket or fhirt, or 
fomething equivalent. The In- 
dians frequently have other dan- 
ces, in which any one is allowed 
to take a part; but no one is 
admitted into this, upon cheaper 
terms. ‘Then after ferving a num- 
ber of years in this way, if there 
is not like to be too many of their 
order,-they will inftru@ them in. 
the black-art, and receive them 
into their number, for about one 
hundred dollars. But this reve- 
nue arifing from their difciples is 
not all: No one dares refufe 
them a fhare of any thing they 
have, if they do but afk for it. 
They are not chiefs, and have 
nothing to fay ia public councils ; 


‘but they are fuperior to chiefs. 


The mott of the chiefs have fome 
little refpe€t paid to them by the 
common people, and they may 
do fomething by advice and per- 
fuafion; but they have no au- 
thority or power to enforce their 
commands ; and they receive no 
emoluments ; and commonly fuf. 
fer as much from indigence as any 
in the nation. With few excep- 
tions, the only honor put upon 
them, that is wérth mentioning, 
is, that they are allowed to trans- 
act national affairs,and their voice 
allowed to be decifive in councils. 
But in all their decifions they 
muft take care that they. do not 
offend their conjurers ; as they 
ttand in as flavith fear of them as 
any of the common people. Se 
that thefe vile impottors are, in 
fact, the lords and governors of 
the nation. In craft, influence 


4802. } 


and authority, I think they have 
hardly been’ out-done by the 
Popes of Rome. Thefe are a 
fet of enemies that I was not 
aware of. I obtained the chief of 
my information refpecting them 
from Mr. Anderfon and my in- 
terpreter at the Miami, whofe tef- 
timony I am warranted to rely on. 
It has likewife been confirmed to 
me by others. I have underftood 
that Mr. Elliot and Mr. Brainard 
gave fome account of thefe men in 
their journals, but I have never 
read Mr. Elliot’s; and it is fo 
long fince I have read that part 
of Mr. Brainard’s, that I have 
forgot what he hasfaid refpeting 
them—I think it is not reafonable 
to fuppofe that the chiefs will be 
generally difpofed to be friendly 
to the preaching of the gofpel 
among them, when they come to 
find that it is addrefled to them 
as well as others ; as thofe who 
pride themfelves in being the firft 
in the nation, and the moft fit 
to give inftructions, will doubt- 
lefs be the laft to receive them. 
But if I miftake not, the conju- 
rers will be much the moft bitter, 
ative and fuccefsful oppofers ; for 
if they have but half an eye, they 
will perceive at once that their 
craft is in danger. Surely, no 
Miffionary, who views things as 
I do, will ever encounter and 
withftand the united influence of 
thefe enemies of all righteoufnefs, 
and. the overbearing influence of 
fpirituous liquor, without a firm 
and ftedfaft faith in Him, who 
has fubdued principalities and 
powers, and is able to fubdue all 
things to himfelf. God grant 
that I may foon experience thofe 
unknown degrees of grace which 
re neceflary to fit me for the ar- 

duous conflict ! 
J have converfed with traders 


and interpreters from moft of the ! 
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different nations in this country, 
and from what I can learn, there 
are none but what acknowledge 
that there is a Great and Good 
Spirit, who has made all things ; 
and that there is a bad {pirit.— 
But what feems remarkable, is, 


that moft, if not all their prayers - 


and facrifices are offered to the 
bad fpirit. The reafon they af- 
fign for it is, that the good Spirit 
will not hurt them ; and that the 
bad fpirit will, if they do not 
make ufe of thefe means to paci- 
fy him. It feems that they are 
literally, worfhipers of devils ; and 
I have no doubt but they receive 
fpecial afliftance from them. Ac- 
cording to report, the exploits of 
the conjurers in their dances, 
could not be performed without 
the evil agency of invifible beings. 
However fome may fneer. at the 
idea, I think that it is not unfcrip- 
tural ; and they cannot be ra- 
tionally accounted for in any 
other way. Thefe exploits are 
performed only in the night.— 
What they are, I fhall not un- 
dertake to fay, as I was not pref- 
ent to fee them. While I was 
there, the chief of their time was 
taken up in conjuring over their 
medicine and in rattling and 
drumming, finging and dancing. 
Each of thefe dancers had fkins 
of fur-animals filled with pulver- 
ized medicine, which they would 
puff into each other’s faces as 
they were dancing. This had ve- 
ry different effects on different 
perfons.. My interpreter inform- 
ed me that, when it firft ftrikes 
the face of the newly received 
members, they fall down motion- 
lefs and remain for ten or fifteen 
minutes with fcarce any figns of 
life. As they were admitted at 
the beginning of the dance, I 
was not witnefs to this myfelf ; 
but when I came there they look- 
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ed like death, and would fall as | preter’ at the end ofa bark hut, 


foon as it reached them, unlefs 
held up ; but they would com- 
monly rife again within the {pace 
of one or two minutes. On the 


old ones, who were moft experi- } 


enced, it appeared to have much 
lefs effect: They did not fall ; 
but they conduéted much like 
serfons flrangled with fnuff. I 
was told by my interpreter, that 
wher drunken Indians, who did 
not belong to the dance have ven- 
fured im among them, and acci- 
dentally received fome cf the med- 
icine, it has very near coft them 
their lives. From all this I con= 
cluded that it was compofed of 
very poifonous materials ; and 
that the different effets which it 
had on different perfons, was ow- 
ing to habit. The dancers ap- 
peared to be about rfso in num- 
ber, and very gaily drefled. Their 
parade was upon a_ beautiful emi- 
nence upon the bank of the river. 
The turf was taken off of their 
dancing ground, which was about 
twenty feet in width and forty in 
Jength. In the middle fteod a 
red poit with a white feather in 
the top, round which the conju- 
rers took their ftand, who feemed 
fo be muficians to the reft, who 
were dancing round them. On 
éach fide they had bark roofs 


erected, under which they fmoked | 


‘their pipes and refrefhéd them- 
felves when fatigued. The mot 
of them had begun to be ihtoxi- 
¢ated, and fome of them were 
very noify and quarrelfome ; but 
when they attempted to fight, 


the reft would hold them till they _ 


got pacified, or till they pot them 
drank enough to fleep. The In- 
dians who did not belong to 
the dance, were feated round at 
fome diftance from the reft, and 
Were merely fpectators. I took 


my ftand by the fide of my inter- 


‘ly ftrengthened. 


within four or five rods of them, 
'where I had a fair profpeét.— 
: Whilé I was ftanding there ies 
colle& to have feen one of the 
conjurers walking about for fome 
‘time, and looking at me, but I 
| paid no attention to himrtill I faw 
him advancing very faft towards 
me, with a countenanée that be- . 
fpake bad iftentions. He was - 
juft enough in hquor to feel’ in- 
folent and courageous. The riear- 


|erhe atlvanced, his countenance 


affumed a more threatening afpeét. 
By the time he came within a 
rod of me, while approaching me 
with greater fpeed, he railed opt 
at me, flourithine his fift; and 
charged me with defpifing them, 
and with coming there to make 
game of them. I muft acknowl. 
edge, with fhame, that I was 
daunted at the firft fhock, bemg 
off frommy guard; but on looking 
to God for grace and ftrength, 
and recolleAing that this enemy 
could not raife his hand without 
his agency, I was immediate- 
As foon. as 
the words were interpreted to me, 
I replied that he was miftaken, 
and that what he faid was not 
true, that Thad a great regard for 
the Indians and had come out in a 
friendly manner to vifit them, in 
order to do them good—that I 


| had been invited there by one of 


his people, but that I had not 
come there with the leaft inten. 
tion of making fport of them. 
This, however, did not fatisfy 
him, for he immediately added, 


| that he fuppofed that I thought 


that he was poor, and that he 
did net know much’; but he faid 
that he ‘had property at home, 
and that he thought himfelf as 
good as a white man. replied; 
that I had a good opinion of the 
abilities of the Indians, and’ that 
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he had no reafon to think that I 
was difpofed to undervalue them, 
as I bad come out to live with 
them, to be one of their people, 
if they were willing to receive 
me. But he faid that he did not 
want to have me. itay there; and 
obferved. that when the French 
came into this country the Wyan- 
dots and fome others embraced 
their religion, but that they had 
not, and did not like it, and had 


always continued in their own) 


way ; andadded, that the Great 
Spirit had» made him an Indian, 


made him red, and made him ev- | 


ery way juit as he was, and placed 
him there on that ground; and 
{aid that he meant to remain juit 


as he was; and that he did not’ 


mean to hear tome. He added 
further, as I underftood my in- 
terpreter, that they did not pray ; 
but, pointing to the dance, faid 
that that was the way that they 
. did. I fuppofe his meaning was, 
that they did not. pray to the 
Good Spirit, but to the bad fpiri, 
as that is’ undoubtedly the cafe 
when they are conjuring. I told 
him that [ was waiting to havea 
eouneil with the chiefs; and if 
they were not generally difpofed 
to have me ftay, [ fhould go away 
immediately. And I -obferved 
that, if I did flay, he or any other 


one would be at liberty to do juit 


as they pleafed- about embracing 
my religion. He held up his 
medicine bag, and faid he fuppo- 
fed [ thought that that was a bad 
thing, and that their way was a 
. bad one ; but he faid that bag 
was a good thing, and that there 
was nothing bad in it ; and that 
their way was a very good one, 
- and much better for them than 
outs.’ But he faid if we thought 
our religion was fo much better 
than theits, he wanted to know 

why our people did not teach~it 
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to’ their forefathers, when they 
firft. came into this country. He 
faid if our people had begun with 
the Ladians then, that they might 
have. learned our religion, and 
been all of our way now. But he 
faid that their forefathers were all 

ead and gone; and they: had 
continued in their way fo long, 
that they could not,turn about 
now. I told him that our peo- 
ple did do fomething to chriftian- 
ize the Indians then, that lived 
near them; and that they had 
been doing fomething fince ; but 
that wars between us and them, 
and awant of minifters, with many 
other difficulties had prevented 
them from being able todo much 
till of late. He then related to 
me the fhameful, and horrid flo- 
ry, refpeCting the poor innocent 
Moravian Indians on the Mufkin- 
gum, who were inhumanly mur- 
dered, in the late revolutionary 
war, by a band of our American 
volunteers. . And he added that 
they might expeét. to experience 
fomething fimilar if they received 
me amongitthem. I replied that 
we were as angry with thofe cru- 
el murderers as they could be, 
but that it was difficult to keep 
wicked men from doing mifchief 
in time of war. I obferved, how- 
ever, that as we were at pedce 
with our red. brothersy they had 
nothing now to fear, as our good 
people did not wifh to hurt them, 
and our bad people would not be . 
{uffered to do it in time of peace. 
To cut the butinefs fhort, as he 
was difpofed to be tedious, inet. 
fered him my hand, and. told 
him I maft leaye him, as 1 was in 
ahurry to go up the river—that 


af I remained there, and he wih- 


ed to have any more talk with 
me, he muft come to-fee me ; and 
added that, notwithftaudine all 
he had faid, if I came there to 


60 


live, I meant to treat him well ; 
and that I meant to have him 
for one of my beft friends. At 
firft, he feemed’ uawilling to res 
ceive my hand, but on hearing 
that I meant to be a friend to 
him, he thook my hand, and faid 
if that was the cafe, he would be 
a friend to me, and as a token of 
this, invited me to come and eat 
meat and bear’s greafe with hin. 
This was Wednefday the r2th 
of May.—I then went up to the 
fort, and as I thought it doubtful 
whether they would receive me, 
I brought down all my things. 


Bo | 


When £ returned I found the 
moft of them fober. 
Friday the 14th, in the- after- 


noon I got them aflembled at the | 
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mouth of the river. After a fhort | 


introduétion I delivered the Truf- 
tees’ addrefs to them; which I 
endeavoured to make as plain and 
familiar to them as poffible. I 
had read it, and explained it to 
my interpreter before ; 
ing that that would not be fuffi. 
cient; I took care now, to read 


him but a few lines at a time, and | 


then, to exprefs the ideas ina lan- 
guage better adapted to his capz- 


city, and more agreeable to their | 


modes of fpeaking. I think the 
addiefs was much too long, i. e. 
that it contained too many ideas 
on that fubje&, to them fo un- 
interefling, to be delivered to In. 
dians at once, but this made it 
much longer« Little Otter was 
too unwell to attend that after. 
noon. . I was glad that I had ex- 
plained the bufinefs to him before; 
and I apprehend that he heard 
the moft of it now, as he lay ina 
flas camp, that was clofe to the 
door of the bark houfe that it 
was delivered in. From what 
I could difcover, the leading ones 
who. were prefent, were difpofed 
to treat the matter with nesledt; 
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if not with contempt. The moit 
of the chiefs, though not conju- 
rers, belonged to the dance, and 
f obferved that thefe took a more 
active part in it than others.— 
Little Otter belongs to the dance, 
likewife, but he appeared to take 
alefs active part, and he treated 
what I had to fay with much more 
refpe&t. When: fpeeches are de- 
livered to them, it is ufual for 
moft of the chiefs and old men, 
to give their htioh at the end of 
every paragraph, or mterpreétas 
tion. It feems to be always a 
fign of attention,and when breath 
ed out ftrong, of approbation.—+ 
When fuch parts of the addrefs 
were interpreted to them as ac- 
corded with their notions of 
things, fuch as, that there is a 
God who made all things, and 


_that we muft not murder, fteal, 
cheat or he, &c. they gave the 


but. fear. | 


fign of attention that I have men- 
tioned, though with a degree of 
backwardnets. To other parts 
of the addrefs, they appeared to 
pay very little attention, and al- 
moft wholly withheld the fign of 
it. Wewere much difturbed the 
moft of the time by the halloo- 
ing, {creaming and laughing of 
a multitude of their young men, 
who were playing ball round the 
houfe. This fhows the difficulty 
of teaching a diforganized people. 
Before I began the addrefs, I 
marked out on the ground, a map 
oflake Erie, the ftate of New- 
York and Conneéticut—divided: 
the latter into towns, and deferib- 
ed a great houfe in the middle of 
each, where our people met to 
worfhip God, and hear his minif- ° 
ters—defcribed another at Hart- 
ford for the General A ffociation ; - 
and, for convenience, another at 
New-Haven for the Legiflature, 
and a {till greater one at the city 
of Wafhington for Congrefs. This 
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excited their curiofity, and ferved ; tions which I fuppofed they flood 


to give them an idea of Conneéti- | 


cut, the number of our minifters 
and the regularity of our towns ; 
and it helped them to underftand 
thofe parts of the addrefs which 
{pake of the. General Affociation, 
the Miffionary Society and the 
Legiflature. And it helped me 
likewife, to give them a more jutt 
idea of the importance of the dif- 
ferent characters which compofe 
the honorable Board of Truftees, 
as I could point them to the great 
houfes to which the different ci- 
vilians belonged ; and tell them 
what important ftations they held 
in’ them—I informed them that 
the other fix were as great in the 
miniftry. I had taken care be- 


fore this to let them know that I | 


had a written recommendation 
from one of the great chief war- 
riors of the United States. Iwas 
the more particular with refpect 
to fuch charatters, as they feel the 
mofit dependent on thefe, and 
have the greateft refpect for them. 
At the conclufion of the addrefs 
I cbferved to them, that if their 
patience was not exhauited I 
fhould be glad if they would hear 
what I had to fay tothem. And 
as they readily complied, and 
feemed to pay better attention, I 
delivered them a pretty lengthy 
{peech, in which I carefully no- 
ticed every thing of importance, 
that appeared to me to be to the 
purpofe. Suppofing that they 
might want to know why we had 
not fent them a miniiter before, 
fince we were fo urgent to have 
them receive one then, I informed 
them we had been prevented by 
wars, by a want of minifters and 
by their living at fuch a great dil- 
tance from us ;. but that we had 
fent minifters to the other Indian 
nations who lived nearer to us. 
Having heard of four objec. 


| 


) 


| 
| 
| 
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ready to offer, I brought them 
up and anfwered them. 

The firlt objeCtion was, that 
our religion was not defigned for 
Indians. In anfwering this, I 
availed myfelf of the declarations 
and promifes of fcripture to the 
contrary, and the command of 
Chritt, to preach it to every crea~ 
ture {which I told them I could 
fhow them ) and the fuccefs which 
he had given to the miniftry. 

The fecond objection iliat T 
noticed was, that our religion was 
not good for them. In replying 
to this, 1 fhowed them what ef- 
fe€ts it would have on their chil- 
dren, on their young men, who it 
was faid, did not mind the chiefs 
as they ufed to, and on fociety in 
general ; how it would fit them for . 
heaven, and give them a fure title 
to it—that it muft be good for 
them if God had defigned it for 
them—that other Indian nations, 
to whom we had fent minifters, 
had tried it, and found it to be 
good, and that they would do 
wrong to condemn it, or rejeQ it 
without trying it. 

The third objetion was, that 
by liltening to me they would ex- 
pofe themfelves to the fate of the 
poor Moravians, who were de- 
ftroyed by our people, in confe- 
quence of their embracing our 
religion. 

In anfwering this, I obferved 
to them, that they could have 
nothing to fear from having me 
among them, or from liftening te 
me, becaufe that our bad men 
would not be allowed to hurt 
them now, as-our people were at 
peace with them, and their great 
fathers in coagrefs were difpofed 
to treat them as their children. 

The fourth objeQion I thought 
to be much the moft importaut,: 
and the moft difficult to anfiyer. 


152 


It was this, that they could not 
live together fo as to receive any 
inftructions. on account of their 
fighting and killing one. another 
when intoxicated. 

Two had been killed but a few 
days before at the trader’s above ; 
ard I found that they feldom got 
together without killing fome— 
that their villages there were little 
more than places of refidence for 
fall and fpring, asthey were ebh:- 
ged tobe abfent in the winter on 
accoupt of hunting, and as they 


found it neceffary to live apart in | 


the fummer on account ef liquor ; 
and that the moft of them were 
going to difperfein a few days for 
planting, when they would be 
from ten to fifty miles apart, and 
not more than two or three fami- 
lies in a place. To remove this 
objection, I acknewledged the 
ditheulty of their living together 
while they made fuch free ufe of 
{pirituous liquor; and propofed to 
them to begin and build a new vil- 
lage upon this condition, that no 
one fhould ,be allowed to get 
drunkin it ; that if they would 
drink, they fhould go off and 
flay till they had it over, and that 
if any would not comply with this 
law, they fhould be obliged to 
leave the village. 

I then fhowed them the advan- 
tages of adopting the plan—that 
they would live in peace, as they 
never quarelled when they were 
fober—that, with my affiftance, 
they would be able to 
children an education ; for want 
of which they were going on 
blindfold in their bufinefs with 
white people, who frequently im- 
pofed upon them ; but who would 
not have it in their power, if they 
ence had eyes of their own, to 
fee for themfelves; as would be 
the cafe if their young chiefs and 
others fhould get an education and 


give their | 
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learn to fpeak Englifh ; and that 
then, they might have books prin- 
ted in their own language for them 
to read—that I would fhow them 
and affift them. what I could 
about making carts and ploughs, 
and about ploughing their ground, 
fo that they might improve their 
horfes, which were then almoit 
ufelefs to them ; and raife a plen- 
ty of corn and wheat, potatoes, 
{quafhes and tobacco, horfes and 
cattle, fheep, hogs and poultry— 
that I would fhow them and ailiit © 
them what I could about build- 
ing a mil, building houfes and 
making furniture for their houfes 
—that I would make them wheels 
and fhow. them about making 
looms ;_and that my wife would 
learn their young women to make 
their own cloth-——that our good 
people would fend them on fchool 
matters enough to fchool all their 
children for nothing—that I-would 
try to have them fend ona black- 
fmith, who wasa good man, and 
would mend their guns and de all 
their work for,them in the .bett 
manner, and at.a much more rea- 
fonable price than what they had 
to give for it then; befides javing 
them the trouble of going a great 
diltance for it.. I told them that, 
as their land was. excellent, if 
they would adopt this plan, and 
their young men would affift their 
women and children, they might 
enjoy all thefe privileges within a 
few years without working hard ; 
and that then they would have a 
comfortable home for their old 
people, and for thofe who were 
fick, where they could. remain 
through the winter whillt the 
others were gone to their hunting 
grounds ; and, what was infinitely 
more than all the reft, they might 
then enjoy the religion of God’s 
word, which, if they would right- 
ly attend to it, would make them 
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unfpeakably happy forever. I 
then brought into view the confe- 
queaces that would follow if they 
did not liften to this propofal.— 
I told them that game was grow- 
ing fearce, and that; as the white 
people were fettling round them, 
it would foon be too fearce for 
them to live by hunting—that 
if they did not teach their chil- 
dren to cultivate the land, and 
raife their living out of it as we did, 
that they would foon be fo poor 
and hungry that ‘they would not 
know what todo—thatat bett, they 
would fell their excellent land for 
little or nothing, and be obliged 
to leave that pleafant river, and 
delightful country, and feek 

home in fome diftant and un- 
known wildernefs. And I ob- 
ferved to them, that, fince it was 
thus, I hoped they would liften 
to my advice; and. that they 
would noet-only prevent liquor 
from being brought into the pro- 
poled village, but that they 
would entirely defi! from drink- 
ing it—that I would have them 
more afraid of thofe who brought 
it among them, than thofe who 
came againft them with fire-guns. 
To convince them of this, I af- ) 
fured them that the country be- 
tween them and the Atlantic, 
which was once thickly inhabit- 
ed with Indians, had become al- 
mot entirely depopulated, prin- 
cipally by means of this deftroy- 
ing liquor. And I added that 
this univerfal drunkennefs was 
very difpleafing in the fight of 
God, and had provoked him to 
give them up to die, as it were, 
by. their own hands; and that, if 
they continued to go on as others 
had done, they muft expect ere 
Iong,to be univerfally Swept from 
the earth in like manner. -I told 
them, that they might think that 
they could not keep from drink- 
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ing, but that, if they would ftrive 
againft it, and pray to the Great 
Spirit to help them, that he 
would enable them to keep from 
it—that, if they had any res 
gard to their welfare, the leatft 
that they could think of doing, 
would be to accept, of my affitt- 
ance, and follow my advice with 
refpect to the village I had pro- 
pofed, and not fuffer any liquor 
to come into that. I told them 
that I might have lived much hap- 
pier at home, among my dear 
friends and acquaintance, whe:> 
we had every thing that was cout- 
fortable around us ; but knowing 
how much they needed my al- 
fittance, and having a great love 
for them, afd bemg command. 
ed by God, I had forifaken 
all, and had come a great dif- 
tance to fpend my days with 
them, in order to make them 
happy in this world and in the 
world to come—that I had come 
by the defire of God’s miniiters 
and good people, who tenderly 
loved them, who had always been 
their beft, and only true friends, 
both in time of watand in time 
of peace ; and had always beea 
praying to God.for them, that 
they might enjoy thofe great pri- 
vileges which they had now been 
at fo much pains and expenfe to 
help them to—that I had not 
come merely of my own accord, 
or by the defire of thofe good 
people, but that I was fent there 
by God himfelf, who commanded 
them to liften te me—that fince it 
was thus, if they did not receive 
me, and attend to the good things 
which I was fent to teach them, 


| they would make me very forrow- 


ful, exceedingly grieve the hearts 
of God’s minifters and people, 
and, what wasinconcievably worfe, 
they would dreadfully offend the 
God who had fent me, and make 
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him very angry with them. T'o 
conclude my fpeech to them, I 
told them that they were not to 
blame for not having this good re- 
ligion fent to them before; but 
that if they rejected it now it was 
fent, rejected the roodnefs of God 
in fending it to them, and all our 
kind offers to them, which had 
coft us fo much trouble and ex- 
penfe, they would certainly be 
inexcufable ; and that I therefore 
hoped they would give a fa- 
vorable anfwer. 

» I was thus urgent with them, 
becaufe I fufpeéted that the moft 
of them were determined not to 
receive me. They heard me with 
the more patience on account of 
my having furnifhed them, in the 
firft place, with as much tobacco 
as they could fmoke. As the 
Truftees’ addrefs took up fo much 
time, I fhould have been glad 
to have been much fhorter ; but, 
‘as I thought the cafe doubtful, I 
was unwilling to omit, any thing 
which might be to the purpofe. 
The moft of the chiefs remained 
together that night. They af- 
. fembled on the grafs the next day, 
«*at about 12 o’clock, and fent for 
“me. Little Otter was well enough 

to attend; and he delivered me 

the following fpeech, with fever- 
al of the ideas often repeated. 
Brother, We liftened to you 
yelterday, and heard all you had 
to fay tous. Since that, we have 
been thinking: of what you faid 
to us, and have been “talking it 
over among ourfelves, and have 
made up our minds. Now Bro- 
ther, if you will liften to us, we 
will give you an anfwer. But 
it is our way to be very fhort.— 

Our white brothers, when they 

make fpeeches, are very lengthy. 

They read and write fo much, 
. that'they get in a great many lit- 
tlethings. But it is ‘not fo with 
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your red brothers. When we go 
on any great bulinefs, and have 
any great things to fay, we fay 
themin few words. Brother, we 
underftand that you are fent out 
here by the Great Spirit, and by 
his good people, who live in one 
of the fixteen fires. Brother, we 
believe that you have not come 
alone, or of your own accord ; 
but that you are fent out here, as 
you fay, by the Great Spirit, and 
by fome of his great black-gowns* 
and great men who make laws.— 
And we thank thofe great Fa- 
thers for being fo kind to us. 
Brother, we ike what you have 
faid to us. We know that it is 
all true, and all very good.— 
When you was talking, you kept 
looking up, and faid a great deal 
tous about the Great Spirit.— 
We believe that there is a Great 
Spirit, who has made the world, 
the fun, the moon, the ftars, the 
ground, the water, the trees, and 
all the men, creatures and things 
that are in the world. Brother, 
we underftand that you have come 
to teach’us and our children how 
to worthip the Great Spirit ; and 
what wemutt do to pleafe him, and 
be happy in this world and in the 
world to come. We underftand 
that you want to have us raife a 
plenty of corn and wheat, horfes 
and cattle, and all the other crea- 
cures and things that you raife ; 
aud that you want us to live like 
the people that wear hats. And 
we believe that youand our great 
fathers that fent you, with to do 
us all the good you can—that 
you want to make us happy not 
only here, but in the other world. . 
Brother, we know that you {poke 
true when you told ‘us that our 


* Black-gowns, their name for min- 
ifters, was probably taken from the 
gowns worn by the Roman Catholic 
priets, 
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game was growing fearce, and 
that it would foon be fo that we 
could not live by hunting, as we 
ufed to. We feel very poor ; 
and we do not know how we are 
a going to live, or what we fhall 
do. Now Brother, if you and 
your great black-gowns and chiefs 
want to help us, and make us 
happy, why dont you ftop your 
people from fettling fo near us ? 
If you would do this, we might 
have game enough, and do very 
well. 

Brother, We know that it is all 
true what you fay to us about the 
ftuff the white people make, which 
we like fo well. We know that 
it makes us foolifh, and quarrel- 
fome, and poor ; and that it de- 
itroys us, and has greatly dimin- 
ifhed our number—that we ufed 
to be much happier before it 
came among us, and that it would 
be much better for us, to be en- 
tirely without it. We don’t make 
it ; Indians don’t know how to 
make it, and have nothing to 
make itof. If your people did 
not make it and bring it to us, 
we fhould not have it. Andif 
we did not fee it we fhould not 
care any thing about it. But 
when we get a tafte of it, we love 
it fo well, we do not know how to 
flop drinking. Brother, fince it 
is fo, why do you aot ftop your 
people from bringing it among 
us ? If you would do this, then 
perhaps you might get us to come 
and live together in one village, 
fo that you might have an oppor- 
tunity to inftruét us, and do us 
good. But until this liquor is 
itopped, we fhall quarrel fo among 
ourfelves, when we get it, that we 
cannot many of us live together 
in the fame village ; and you will 
not be ableto do any thing with 


ils. 


Brother, What you have faid | 
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to us is all true, but we would 
not wifh to fteal thefe good words 
or keep them to ourfelves. We 
underitand that you was ferit out 
to travel round and vilt the In- 
dians in order to find out their 
minds refpecting this bufinefs. 
You have feen buta few Indians 
yet. There are a great many 
that live away back of us. If you 
was to go and fee them all, it 
would take you two or three 
years. Wethink you had better 
goand talk with them all, and 
fee what they think about it. And 
if they will agree to have black- 
gowns, we will agree to have one 
too. his is all that your. red. 
brothers have to fay to you. 

I fuppofe they meant to re- 
quire me to flop all the liquor, 
and get the confent of all the In- 
dians to receive minifters, before 
they would reeeive me. This, 
they doubtlefs thought, would 
be putting the matter off far 
enough for the prefent ; and that 
it would be a more polite way of 
anfwering me, than to fay xo. But 
I was not difpofed to take even 
no for an anfwer, till I hada far- 
ther trial. ‘Therefore, as foon as 
he had finifhed his fpeech, I beg- 
ged another hearing, and deliver- 
ed them another fpeech, aslengthy 
as my fill, in which I was ena- 
bled, with the greateft eafe, to re- 
move every difficulty which they 
had artfully flung in my way 5 to 
reprefent things in the clearett 
light, and to prefs the matter 
home, in fuch a manner, as forced 
them to a fair explanation. But 
time and patience require me to 
be very brief in my account of it. 
I told them the fault with refpect 
to our people’s fettling fo near 
them, was their own, as they fold 
them the land—that their obferv- 
ations againtt liquer, were very 


encouraging ; efpecially as the 
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fame had been made by Little 
Turtle in his {fpeech to the Prefi- 


dent, which was in behalf of fev- | 


eral nations; and as the fame had 
been warmly exprefled by the head 
chief of the Shawanefe—that it 
was not in the power of our good 
people who had fent me, to put a 
itop to it; but that they would 
rejoice to hear that they were op- 
poled to having it come among 
them ; and that, if they would get 
the other nations to join them, 
and petition Congrefs againft it, 
our good people would undoubt- 
edly do the fame in their behalf ; 
and that then there would be little 
danger but that the united influ- 
- ence of the whole would prevail; 
and that Congrefs would pafs a 
law to prevent liquor from being 
carried into the Indian country. 
i affured them that nothing fhould 
be wanting on my part to bring 
this about. 

Here I enlarged on the tranfi- 
entneis of the pleafures derived 
from it, and the mifchievous and 
deftruétive ccenfequences attend- 
ing it; and on the happy confe- 

quences that would follow the 
prohibition of it ; and urged 
them to ufe their utmoft endea- 
vors to get as many of the Indian 
nations as poffible to join them, 
and fend in their petition without 
delay. . T informed them that 
. fome of the fix nations on the Al- 
legany, through the influence of 
the > Bare who were amon 
them, had come to the noble re- 
{olution to dafh the heads of eve- 
ry keg of liquor that was offered 
for fale to their people, and had 
acted accordingly ; and that, if 
they fhould not be fuecefsful ia 
petitioning Congrefs, it would be 
not only juftifiable in them, but 
their indifpenfable duty to follow 
their example. But I told them 
thatsit would do by no means for 
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| them to think of doing without a 


minifter till this experiment could 
be made—that if they thought 
they had. not refolution enough in 
general to adopt, and purfue the 
plan I had propofed, there would 
probably be fome who would be 
willing to attempt it—that if they 
would make choice of a place for 
a village, I would begin it, if I 
could not get more than one or 
two families to begin with me— 
that I would be learning their 
language, {chooling their children 
and receiving new members into 
the {cciety as faft as they were 
difpofed to comply with the re- 
gulations of it ; and that I would 
do what I conld for the comfort 
of the aged or the fick, who 
might be left there through the 
winter, and exert myfelf to 
promote the general intereft of the 
whole. I then pointed out the 
advantages that would occur to 
the children, the aged, the fick 
and all who would be fo wife 25 to 
comply with my propofals. And 
I reprefented the flourifhing ftate 
the village would probably be in 
before many years, if they would 
fuffer me to make this beginning, 
as the moft of them mutt {oon be 
comvinced that it was for their 
intereft to come and live in it; and 
follow my advice. JT told them 
that it was all in vain for them to 
think that they could profper and 
do well while they rejected what 
God had to fay to them by his mi- 
nifters—that he had been very an- 
gry with the Indians for their 
wickednefs (fhowing themia what 
it confitted) and had fuffered them 
for feveral hundred miles, to melt 
away before the white people, 
hike the fhow before the fan 3 and 
that the only way that they could 
expect to profper was by hitening 
to what he had to fay to them by 
me. I affured them that if they 
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would come and live together and 
build a great houfe for God, and 
meet in it and worfhip him every 
feventh day, as our good people 


did, and do as God told them to 


do in his book, and by his mini- 
fters, that he would net fuffer 


them to be deftroyed as he had 
the other Indians, but would pre- 
ferve them and profper them as he 
had the white people. 


With refpect to viliting all | 


the other Indians, I obferved to 
them that it would be of no fer- 
vice to get the confent of every 
tribe, as I could ferve but one, 
and as our good people were not 
prepared to fend out any more at 

retent ; that if I travelled round 
as they had propofed, I might 
not find any Indians who were fo 
well inclined as they were, or who 
would be difpofed to receive me— 
that they had a fufficient number 
about them for me to begin with 
—that if they wifhed to-have ail 
the other Indians join them in 
thefe things, the belt way was for 
them to fet the €xample, and fhow 
them the happy confequences, 
which would preach louder to 
them than any thing I could fay 
or de. I coneluded what I had 
to"fay to them in the following 


wotds. Fathéts; you fee that I 
am very unwilling to leave you. 


I have come a great way to vilit 
you, and I find there is a profpect 
of my doing you fo much good if 
L remain here, that I do not 
know how to |think of going 
away. Youfee that itis jul with 
me agit is with your children. - if 
you tell them thit you can’t have 
them with you, and that they mutt 
go off and look) out for azother 
home ; they will tell you that they 
love you fo tha} they can’t leave 
you. Andif you infift on their 
going away, they will hang round 
you, and tell/you they can’t ; 
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andthey will plead with you to 
let them live with you, and will 
tell you how much good they will 
do you if you willlet them ‘ftay. 
Now, Fathers, if you will not 
turn away your children who love 
you and are willing to do any thing 
for you, and who plead with you 
in this manner to keep them, I 
think I may conclude that you 
will not turn me away. I then 
left them to prepare an anfwer. 
This extraét is much {fhorter 
than the original, tho’ much lon- 
ger than I intended. But they’ 
paid better attention than before ; 
and I. believe they were very 
much puzzled for fome time to 
know what reply to make to it ; 
as they wifhed to put me off, if 
| poflible, without affigning the 
true caufe for it, hey went 
alone, and were very fecret in their 
confultations with refpect to an 
anfwer. After deliberating: for 
fome time, they fent for me to 
hear Little Otter’s reply. The 
firft part of it was mere repetitions 
of afew things that were nothing 
tothe purpofe ; occafioned, as 1 
fuppofe, by a relu€tance to come 
| to the main point. ‘I'he principal 
ideas contained in it, exprefied in 
. fewer words, areas follows. Broth- 
er, the moft cf our horfes are 
wild. Inorder to catch them, 
we have to catch one of the tante 
ones firft, and then we can draw 
the reft in fo as° to fecure them 
too. It that you think 
that the Indians’ are like thefe 
horfes. You confider-us to be the 
tameft, and imagine that if you 
begin with us that you will be 
able to draw in the whole. But 
we are all wild, and if you was to 
try ever fo long, you could never 
get us to livetogether. Youcan 
go home, or write home to the 
great Fathers who fent you, and 
let them know how itis. Tell 
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them that itis not with their red 
brothers as it is -with the white 
people; that you have tried all 
that you could, to have us live to- 
gether, and that you could not 
getus to do it ; andthat if they 
were to try ever fo much, they 
would never be able to’ do any 
thing with us; and that this is 
the way of their red brothers. 
Brother, your religion is very 
good ; but it is only good for 
white people. It will not do for 
Indians. They are quite a differ- 
ent fort of people. When the 
Great Spirit made white people, 
he made them juft as they be, and 
put them on another ifland, and 
gave them farms and tools to work 
with ; and he made horfes and 
horned cattle, and fheep and hogs 
for them, fo that they might get 
their living that way. And he 
learned them to read and gare 
them their religion in a book. 
When he made Indians, he made 
them wild, and put them in the 
woods on this ifland, and gave 
them the game that they have, fo 
that they might live by hunting. 
So that he did not make us to live 
like the white peopfe. The reli- 
gion, which we ufed to have} was 
very much like yours. But we 
found that that would not do for 
uss and we haye lately difcovered 
a much better way. We have 
now got fo that. fome of us come 
to life again. There, [itripping 
np his thirt fleeve] do you fee 
that black fpot on my arm? Well 
that was put into my arm when I 
lived before, away in the open 
country. Afterwards I came to 
life here on this ground where you 
feeme. If you had only propof- 
ed to fchool our children, you 
might have got here and there one 
to attend to you, but we are a- 
fraid of your religion. We find 
thatit will not anfwer for us, and 
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therefore we cannot liften to you. 
—You mentioned that you had 
come a great ways to feeus. We 
go a great ways, fometimes to fee 
folks, and get news ; but if we 
do not get any news, or make out 
any thing, we don’t mind it, or 


think any thing of it. This is all 
that your red brothers have to fay 
to you. 


The Interpreter told me, that 


‘what they meant by the new way, 


was conjuration. 

Little Otter, though faid to be 
clever, is a very fhrewd old man, 
and capable of deceiving if he is 
difpofed for it ; but, from what 
I could difcover, I am of opinion 
that he was in favor of having me 
come there at, firft ; and am in- 
clined to believe that in delivering 
thefe fpeeches he fpoke for the 
conjurers, rather than himfelf. It 
was evident, at leaft that he was 
not half fo bitterly oppofed to me. 

At the clofe of this laf fpeech 
I told them that I had nothing 
more to fay, only that I thanked 
them for treating me fo civilly, 
and fhould always with well to 


| them—that I was forry to find 


them fo dreadfully deluded, and 
that they would be forever forry 
for it in the world to come.—=] 
then fhook hands with the whole 
and left them. The Interpreter 
appeared very forrowful. —'This 
was Saturday the rsth, and near 
night ; but as we had every thing 
in readinefs, and the wind favora- 
ble, we fat out end went feveral 
miles that evening. As the wind 
was fair the next day, and as we 
were onthe Lake fhore where we 
were liable to be detained with 
contrary winds fo: many days, and 
were on expence, and: my call 
to be home was very urgent, we 
failed about half o the day ; and 
we were fo far fivored as to be 
enabled, with har|* rowing, te 
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reach home before noon the Tuef- 
day following. We were bleffed 
_with good health, though we 
were expofed to wind and wea- 
ther, and were obliged to lie up- 
on the ground aloft every night. 
In purfuance of my original 

- plan, to vifit the Indians at Ar- 
borcrofh, I fet fail, the 2d of 
June, with my family, in acon- 
venient {chooner, for this place. 
Our accommodations were good, 
our Capt. all kindnefs and atten- 
tion, and we were gently wafted 
to this place in feven days. The 
Indians are vaftly more nume- 
rous here than at Detroit. I fee 
none here but Ottawas and Chip- 
eways. I believe that the Otta- 
was are much the moft numerous 
juft about here. They are ac- 


counted by both nations to be the | 


fathers of the Chipeways. I find, 
as I had been informed, that there 
isa good deal of difference be- 
tween the language of thefe In- 
dians, and thofe of the fame na- 
tions about Detroit. Some words 
feem wholly ualike ; but the dif- 
ference in general appears to be 
-in the pronunciation; which is 
not fo drawling ; but much more 
agrecable to the Englifh pronun- 
ciation. Thefe Indians appear 
much more fprightly, cleanly, in- 
duftrious and agreeable than thofe. 
I have not been able to talk 
with them much yet, for the 
want of an interpreter. I am 
difappointed with refpe€t to the 
public interpreter, as he is a 
Frenchman and can fpeak fearce 
any Englifh. In order to fpeak 
with them by him, it is neceffary 
to have another to interpret 
French. [am in fome hopes that 
the interpreter at St. fofeph’s, 
whom I mentioned in one of my 
Setters laft winter, will be here 
within a few days, as there is a 
vellel expected in from that place. 
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But if I do not fucceed in getting 
him, I do not know but I am like 
to make out about as well ; for I 
have lately feen a young man from 
the main land, who fpeaks good 
Englifh and Indian, and who has 
partly agreed to ferve me for his 
board and fchooling. ‘Such an in- 
terpreter would be of great fervice 
to mein getting the language. 
Indeed it would be next to impof- 
fible for me to get it without an 
interpreter, unlefs J could be all 
the time with the Indians ; and 
even then it would be very diffi- 
cult. ? 
Fromwhat I canlearn, I fear that 


| itis not much better with the In- 


dians at Arborcroth, on account of 
drinking and fighting, than it is 
with thofe at the Miami.. Hear- 
ing that they were moflly drunk, 
and not having an interpreter, I 
have not vifited them yet. Orifit 
had not been for thete difficulties 
Ido not know but I fhould have 
waited for the affiftance of Col. 
Hunt ; as he is now expeCted ev- 
ery day, to take the command of 
this poit. Knowing that he was 
to be here fo fooh, I rather with- 
ed not to fee them tili he came. 
For it is faid that there areno In- 
dians who pay fo great refpect to 
the commanding officer as what 
thefe do; and he told me he 
would ufe all his influence in my 
favor. With ail the forbidding 
circumftances in view, which I 
fee attending my mifion to thefe 
Indians, as I am not to look 
for miracles, I confidered it a 
matter of the utmoft importance 
to avail myfelf of every circum- 
ftancein my favor, at my firft in- 
troduGtion. With all thefe I 
think it is very doubtful whether 
I thall be received by the chiefs. 
There two circumfltances 
againft me which I have not men- 
tioned. One is, that thefe In- 
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dians at Arborcrofh, have for- 
metly had Roman catholic prielts 
with them, to whom they adhered 
as flri€@tly as could have been ex- 
petted. 

Another circumftance not men- 
tioned is, the Indians in general 
have an idea that minifters have a 
power to fend diftempers or fick- 
nefs among people, like their con- 
jurers. And if any mortal dif- 
eafe breaks out among them while 
they are with them they are fup- 
pofed to be the authors of it. 
The Indians, to this day, tell 
that the priefts whom they had 
with them at Arborcroth, fent 
ficknefs among them. So that 
though they would be more like- 
ly to prefer the Roman Catho- 
lics than us, yet it does not feem 
very likely that they would wifh 
forcither to come among them. 
But if 1 cannot prevail on the 
chiefs to receive me, I mean to 
infift hard on their letting me have 
a number of their fons to educate 
here on the ifland, whilft I am 
Jearning their language ; and I 
fhall require them to find them 
food and clothes. 

My prefent determination is, to 
remain about here, till in one 
way or another, I get the lan- 
guage ; and if I can get a good 
interpreter at a moderate expenfe, 
be preaching through the fummer 
to all the Indians who will hear 
me. As they are always abfent | 
through the winter, I muft try in | 


that part of the time to be. doing 
fomething to help fupport myfelf,* 
cither by a fchool (which mut be 
{mall) or by fome kind of labor. 
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Remarks on the foregoing Extrad. 


The reader will perceive from Mr. 
Bacon’s account of the Indians, that 
one of the greateft obftacles in the way 
of propagating the gofpel among them 
is the influence of the conjurers. Thefe 
conjurers are the fame as the Powows 
fpoken of in the hiftory of the New- 
England Indians which has been pub- 
lifhed in feveral numbers of this Maga~ 
zine. They have fenfe enough to fee 
that the introduGion of the Chriftian 
religion among the Indians will deftroy 
their influence and endzzger their craft. 
They will therefore exert themfelves 
to the utmof to prevent Miffionaries 
bemg reeeived ; and as Mr. Bacon-ve- 
ry juitly obferves they ate doubtleds 
the inftruments of Satan in preferving 
idolatry and oppofing the true God. 
Eut the failure of this fir attempt of 
Mr. B. ought not to difcourage the 
friends to the miflionary caufe; it fhould 
rather ftimulare them to more ‘vigor- 
cus exertions. ‘fhe Indians on the 
Miami from their proximity to’ the 
white people have more free accefs to 
{pirituous liquors*and are much more 
oppofed to every thing good than the 
tribes which live more remote, "here 
is {till reafon to hope that to fome of 
the tribes God will give a liftening ear, 
and that he will profper the labors of 
miffionaries that may be fent among 
them. It is certainly the duty of 
Chritians, and it is a duty the cbliga- 
tion of which they cannot but feel, 


when they fee to what:a deplorable 


ftate of fin and wretchednefs the Indi- 
ans are reduced, to make every poffible 
exertion to recover fome of them at 
leaft from that ftate’ They ought al- 
ways to remember the promife that the 
fulnefs of the Gentiles {hall come in shee 
that the glorious head of the church is 
infinitely fuperior to Satan and all his 
inftruments, and believing thefe things 
they fhould exert themfelves and fub- 


exertions; with fuccefs. 
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NUMBER V. 
Cxar. I. Section III. 


A general and brief account of the 
propagation of the gofpel among 
the Indians on the ifland of Nan- 
tuckec—An epitome of the lives 
of three eminent Indian minifters, 
two of whom, at leaf, (if not 
the other,) were at times Myi/- 
fronaries io their countrymen, as 
well as paftors to a particular 
church—Some ufeful anecdotes. 


HE compiler of this work 

has not, as yet, met with 

any particular account of the prop- 
agation of the gofpel among the 
Indians ontheifland of Nantucket, 
or of the /pecial ftate of religion in 
carly times. Mr. Matthew May- 
hew obferves in general, “That as 
in the apoftolic times, the church 
fent forth from among themfelves 
[Evangelifts] for the converfion 
of the nations; fo thefe Indians 
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on Martha’s Vineyard did to the 
ifland of Nantucket. 

Dr. C. Mather acquaints us, 
that after a church was embodied 
at Martha’s Vineyard, and min- 
ifters ordained,a church of Indians 
was guickly gathered at Nantuck- 
et, who chofe John Gibbs, an 
Indian, to be their minifter.— 
He obferves further, that thefe 
churches, viz. that on Nantucket, 
as well as that on the Vineyard, 
are fo exact in their admiffion, fo 
folemn in their difcipline, and fo 
ferious in their communion, that 
fome of the Chriftian Englifh in 
the neighborhood, who would 
have been loth to have mixed with 


them in a civil relation, yet have 


gladly done it in a facred one. 
And it appears by a letter pub- 
lithed in 1671, that Thomas May- 
hew, Efg. was attentive to the 
religious concerns, not only of the 
Indians on his own ifland, but of 
thofe on Nantucket: “¢ The pray- 
ing Indians, both on the Vineyard 
and Nantucket, depend on him as 
the great inftrument of God for 
their good.” This is all, that I 
have, as yet, been able to collect. 
As the great defign of the 
Evangelical Magazine is to pros 
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mote religious knowledge, piety, 
and morality : And as one de- 
fign of the prefent compilation is 
to exhibit traits of the religious 
charaéter of fome of thofe amon 

the Indians who embraced Chrif- 
tianity, efpecially of fome of their 
public teachers, for the good of 
others ;- I fhall, before I enter 
upon the hiftory of Mr. Eliot’s 
labors, communicate fomething 
of this kind in the prefent fec- 
tion. Inthe introduction it was 
propofed to include in this work 


an epitome of the life and char- : 


acter of diftinguifhed miffionaries. 

~ As fome of the firft ordained In- 
dian minifters were alfo miffionaries 
totheircountrymen,and honored by 
the Great Head of the church as 
inftruments of fpecial good to 
them, and furnifhed- very  fatis- 
factory evidence, that ‘they were 
endowed with a rational, Chriitian 
zeal im the caufe 3. it may be pro- 
per muitfelf, ufeful to fome, and 
grateful to ferious readers to give 
fome brief account of their lives 
and charaéters, and a fpecimen of 
the {peeches of fome of them up- 
on .dpecial -occafions. A few 
anecdotes may be added, which, 
to fome perfons, may not be 
wholly unentertaining. 

Ta the fpeeches of Indian min- 
ifters, and other Chriftians of their 
nation, the pious reader will dif- 
cover, and be pleafed with a vein 
of ferioufnefs, and many pertinent 
thoughts, calculated ta imprefs 
the minds of the hearers with 
things of the laft-amportance ; In 
their difcourfes they difcover a 
mind deeply .imprefled with a 
fenfe of the reality and. infinite 
value of religion, and of the con- 
fummate folly and danger of its 
contrary—of all vice and impiety 
—A mind fraught with benevo- 
lence to their families, to their 
neighbors, and countrymen in 
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general, Confidering their difad- 


vantages in refpe€i to education, 
it may be allowed, that the fim- 


Plicity of their ftyle and manner, 


rather adds grace to their per- 
formances. 

It will be pleafing to difcover 
the great and happy changé made 
by Chriftianity, refpe&ting their 
fentiments, temper, manners, and 
future profpects, 

Or HIACOOMES. 

As a general account of the 
converfion, and public, as well as 
private evangelic labors of Hia- 
coomes, the-firft Chriftian In- 
dian and minifter on Martha’s 
Vineyard, has been communica- 
ted already, I may be more brief 
in the account of him. What is 
written is abridged mainly from 
Rey. Experience. Mayhew’s In- 
dian converts. — eet 

The defcent of this-man was 
efteemed by his *countrymen as 
mean—his fpeech was flow, and 
his countenance not very promif- 
ing ; He was therefore, .by the 
Indian Sachems, and others of 
their principal men, viewed asa 
low perfon, fearcely worthy of 
their notice and recard : How- 
ever, to the Englifh he foom dif- 
covered himfelf to be of a friendly, 
modeft, and inquifitive turn of 
mind, difpofed ‘ to improve his 
knowledge from his new neigh- 
bors, by learnin g fomething which 


might be advantageous to him ; 


and they thought him very war= 
thy of their notice. 

Soon after an acquaintance 
with the Englifh had been form- 
ed, he went to their religious af- - 
fembly, and was obferved by Mr. 
Mayhew. The -fteps taken by 
this gentlemen for his inftruction 
—the means ufed for his conver- 
fien, and the divine bleffing ac- 
companying them, have been briefs 


Jy related in the firft number.—, 
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His following condu&, through 
a long life, left .no doubt: on the 
minds of his religious acquaint- 
ance of his being a real Chriftian; 
and indeed he was generally ef- 
teemed one of dittinguifhed rank. 

Soon after his convertion to 
Chriftianity, he expreffed an ear- 
neft- defive to learn to réad, that 
he might be in a better way to 
increafe in knowledge’; and being 
prefented with a fuitable book, 
he carried it about with him; till, 
by the -affiftance of fuch as were 
willing’ to inftru@ him, he attain- 
ed to what he had in view.* 

- Asfoonas Mr. Mayhew found, 
that Hiacoomes lad gained a 
competent knowledge of Chrif- 
tianity, he employed him, as he 
had opportunity; to inftru&, in 
private, as many of his country- 
men, as would give him a hearing. 

Some foon began to hearken to 
him, yet did not feem to be duly 
affected with the truths taught by 
him ; and many uwtterly rejected 
them; however he perfevered, 
notwithitanding all difcourage- 
ments. 

But after the epidemic, and fe- 
vere ficknefs among them in the 
year 1646, many of the people 
beiag put upon ferious confidera- 
tion, particularly fome men in 
power, thefe, and many others 
defired to be inftruéted by him, 


* This good man has fet 2 worthy | 
Such examples ought to be. 


example. 
imitated by thofe adults among the 
Englifh-Americans, who, either thro’ 
the cruel neglect .of parents, or maf- 
ters, or their own negligence and obfti- 


nacy, or from fome other caufe, have 


mot learned this ufeful and important 
art. Few, if any at this day need re- 


‘main ignorant of it, if they are not | 


wanting to themfelves. That refolu- 
tion and perfeverance, which many dif- 


cover in matters of lefs confequence, ' 


would overcome all. difficulties which 
may appear in the way, 
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’ And now. the Indians began, 
not only to give fome .credit te 
the truths communicated by Hia- 
coomes.; but were alfo awakened: 
by what they heard, and. believ~ 
ed, fo as humbly to confefs their 
fins, and to be concerned how'they 
fhould obtain the pardon of them; 
and alfo to renounce their own 
gods and powows, and promife to 
ferve the: true God only. -Hias 
coomes could now tell Mr.'Mays 
hew, Lhai this was the jirft-timey 
that ever he faw the Indians fenfix 
ble of their fins.’ i ga 
’ From. the year 1646, Hia- 
coomes was heard as a public 
fpeaker by a confiderable number 


of the Indians : And God gave 


him not only light, but courage al- 
fo for this work; and the Indians 


then faid of him, ‘ That though 


formerly he had been a harmlefs 
man among them, yet he had not 
been at all accounted of ; and 
therefore they wondered that hey 
who had nothing to fay in their 
meetings formerly, was now be+ 
come the teacher of them all.” 

This is very obfervable, that 
when he enumerated before the 
people the fins, of which they 
were guilty ; inftead of being pro- 
voked at him for his plainnefs and 
fidelity, many of them, with tears, 
confeffed their guilt, and promif- 
edto turn to the true God, and 
ferve Him only, and feek for the 
pardon of their-fins through the 
blood of his Son, the only Saviour 
of finners. 

- Under a particular affiGtion, 
which muit have given a deep 
wound to the tender heart of a 
pareat, he exhibited a fubmiffive 
temper and behaviour. God, in 
his Providence fo ordered, that. 
none of the praying ~ “ans, or 


their children died, "5 Oe 
In this year, He wi to 
| remove, by death, a you aild 
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of Hiacoomes. He was enabled 
to fhow an excellent example up- 
on the occafion. At the funeral, 
none of the heathenifh rites, which 
were once ufual among them in 
fimilar cafes, were to be feen, or 
heard—no black faces, or goods 
buried, or howling over the dead ; 
but inftead of thefe things, a pa- 
tient refignation of the child to 
Him who gaveit. At the fune- 
ral, Mr. Mayhew made a fpeech 
concerning the refurreCtion of the 
godly, and their children to life 
eternal at the laft day; which 
great truth this good man, and 
his Chriftian connexions believing, 
mourned not, as thofe who had 
no hope were accuftomed to do. 
Hiacoomes evidently exhibited 
the amiable grace of humility. 
Though God gave him much fuc- 
cefs in his miniftry, yet he did not 
appear, in any degree, to be ela- 
ted on this account: Nor did he, 
upon this, think himfelf fufficient 
for the work of the miniftry ; but 
thought he ftill needed the con- 
tinual help of Mr. Mayhew, to 
whom he therefore {till reforted, 
that he might gain {till further 
acquaintance with the extenfive 
{cience of theology, and be better 
qualified for teaching the natives 
in public and private.* Perhaps 
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* It would be well, if fome Englifh- 
American teachers would learn wif. 
dom, and confiftency from this worthy 
Indian preacher—that they would ufe 
Zuitable human means, as far as in their 
power, to gain knowledge, while they 
profefs to depend upon affiftance from 
heaven. Too many ‘enthufiatts are to 
be found, who profefs to defpife fome 
important means for the acquilition of 
Chriftian knowledge, and to depend 
upon immediate teachings from above, 
by which they may be guided in their 
fentiments and words; and many de- 
clare, and with to be believed upon the 
credit of their own affertions, that they 
pave extraordinary communications of 
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ity ; and perfifted in the 


(Noy, 


none, except near relatives, more” 


heartily and deeply lamented Mr. 
Mayhew’s premature death, than 
he.— 

He exhibited, as occafions re- 
quired, the various graces of the: 
Chriftian life, : 

He appeared to love his Re- 
deemer with ardor of affeGtion. 
In nothing did his love to his di- 
vine Saviour more .appear, than 
in a rational and fervent zeal to. 
promote his caufe among. the. na- 
tives. While only a preacher a- 
mong them, he ae diligent in his 


work, fervent in {pivit, ferving the, 


Lord. He plainly and faithful- 
ly reproved their fins—calledthem 
to repentance, and faith in Jefus 
Chrift, and to holinefs of heart 
and life; and in this caufe, did 
not fear the face of man 3; tho? 
at firft, and for feveral years after, 
he had many inveterate and pow- 
erful enemies. 

After he was ordained in the 
year 1670, he performed all paf- 
toral fervices with zeal and fidel- 
good 


_work, till age had fo reduced the 
vigor both of mind and body, as 


ro render him, ina great meafure, 
incapable of purfuing it: How- 
ever, when very much taken off 


| from public fervices, he did what he 


could in other qvays, to promote 
the general caufe; and feemed 
determined to do what good he 
was able as long as he lived. 
He furvived his colleague, John 


this kind. But to fay the leaft, the 
public performances of many make evi-+ 
dent, that their pretenfions are vain. 

A dependence upon divine teachings 
is an important duty, which every hum- 
ble Chriftian will readily, and chear- 
fully perform ; but it ought ever to be 
in connexion with human means, ap- 
pointed by God himfelf for the acqui+ 
fition of the knowledge of divine things, 
and an ability to teach them to others 
with perfpicuity. ; 
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Tackanafh, and made a grave 
{fpeech at his funeral, the fub- 
ftance of which was taken in wri- 
ting by Rev. John Mayhew :— 
Part of it I fhall tranf{cribe—it 
may be grateful to fome— 

“‘ Here,” faid he, “is my de- 
ceafed brother. Paul faid, this 
~ body is fown in corruption ; but 
it fhall be raifed in ftrength:Now 
it is a pitiful mean body ; but 
then it fhall be a glorious body : 
Yea, however this body shall be 
confumed, and be, as if it had nev- 
er been, as it were turned into 
nothing ; yet the power of God 
fhall bring it forth again, and 
raife it up an excellent, and glo- 
rious body : At the refurreétion 
it fhall not be asyou fee it is now; 
now every one is diverfely appa- 
relled ; but all after a mean fort ; 
but the righteous at the refurrec- 
tion fhall have all one uniform glo- 
ry; Thus much I fay as to that.” 

«¢ But I fhall now fpeak a fhort 
word to the relations of the per- 
fon deceafed, efpecially to his 
wife andchildren. If you be de- 
_ firous to fee your father, /eek your 
father, for your father went be- 
fore you in every good work ; 
therefore feek your father in ev- 
ery good work, and you fhall find 
your father again; for’ God’s 
mercies are exceeding great.” 

This good man ftanding by the 
grave, as it was filling, was heard 
to utter thefe words, ‘ This is 
the laft work, that man .can do for 
him; the next work God him- 
felf willdo.’? When he fpake of 
the refurrection, Mr. Mayhew ob- 
ferves, that he uttered himfelf 
with fuch fervency and confidence, 
as would have become one, who 
had himfelf actually feen the dead 
raifed, . 

Rey. Thomas Mayhew, in a 
letter dated 1650, gives Hiacoo- 
mes this worthy character.;. 6 I 
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mutft needs give him this teftimo- 
ny, after fome years experience 
of him, that he isa man of a fo- 
ber fpivit, and good converfation ; — 
and as he has, as I hope, received 


| the Lord -Jefus in truth; fo I 


look upon him to be faithful, dil- 
igent and conftant in the work of 
the Lord, for the good of his 
own foul, and his neighbors 
with him.’’ 

To this teftimony of Mr. May- 
hew may be added one of Rey. 
Henry Whitefield, firft minifter of 
the church of Guilford, Connec- 
ticut. Being about 10 days at 
Martha’s Vineyard, he converfed 
frequently with Hiacoomes ; and 
in a book* which he publithed af- 
ter his return to England, he fays, 
“‘T had f{peech with fome of the. 
Indians, (Mr. Mayhew being my 
interpreter ;) above the reft, I de- 
fired to fpeak with the Indian, 
who now preaches to them every 
Lord’s day ; his name is Hiacoo-' 
mes: He feemed to be a man of 
a prompt underftanding—of a fo- 
ber and moderate fpirit ; and a 
man wellreported of for hisconver- 
fation, both by Englifh and In- 
dians : With this man I had of- 


‘ten fpeech ; and I afked him 


many queftions about the Chrif- 
tian religion, and about his own 
eftate before God, to all which 
he gave me very fatisfatory and. 
Chriftian anfwers.’’ 

Such was the character Hia- 
coomes had in the former part of 
his life ; nor did he. ever forfeit, 
but fupported it in full through a 
long life ; and I do not learn, 
that his fincerity was ever called 
in queftion by any. 

He was of a great age when 
he made the fpeech above at the 
funeral of his colleague. Rey, 
Experience Mayhew obferves, that 
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he lived feveral years after it, and 
as he thinks, till 1690; but, for 
fome years before his death was 
not able to difcourfe publicly to 
the congregation. 

This gentleman further fays, 
«T faw him frequently when I 
was a youth, and ftill remember 
the gravity of his countenance, 
fpeech and deportment : He feem- 
ed always to fpeak with much 
thought and deliberation. 1 was 
prefent, fays this gentleman, when 
he impofed hands on Japhet, who 
fucceeded ‘Tackanafh ; he prayed 
and. gave the charge to him ; 
which fervices: he performed with 
great folemnity; and as a good 
judge, who was prefent, obferved, 
with very pertinent, and fuitable 
expreffions. \ 

In his laft ficknefs he uttered 
many pious expreflions, and gave 
good: exhortations to all about 
him 3 and, ag was firmly believed, 
went into eternal rett. 

« Blefled are the dead, who 
. die in the Lord, from henceforth : 
yea faith the fpirit, that they may 
reft from their labors. and their 
works do follow them.”? 

AA brief account of Joun Tacx- 
ANASH, who was ordained teach- 
er of the ficft Indian church on 
Miaritha’s Vineyard, in conjunc- 
tion with Hiacoomes as pafror, 
in the year 1670. 

HE was efteemed a perfon. 
of good abilities, and of a very 
exemplary converfation. His men- 
tal powers were efteemed fuperior, 
not only by the Indians, but by 
thofe Englith, who were in any 
meafure capable of judging of 
them. He ufed great diligence 
to increafe his knowledge : To 
this end he not only applied his 
mind with affiduity to ftudy, and 
allowed -himfelf but a very {mall 
fhare of time for relaxation ; but 
alfo frequently had recourfe to 
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fuch Englifh perfons as took’ care 
of the Indians, for their inftrucs 
tion in thofe things, in -which he 

| apprehended, that his own know. 
ledge was deficient. 

By fuch means he fo increafed 
in knowledge as to be efteemed in- 
ferior to none of his own nation 
that fucceeded him: And for a 
preacher, no Indians in thofe parts 
were thought to equal him. 

Nor was he only efteemed a 
perfon of good knowledge ;: but 
he was, in his converfation blame- 
lefs—was looked upon, by all 
that knew him, to be a very feri- 
ous, and pious man—very devout 
and zealous in prayer, preaching, 
and adminiftering the facraments 
of baptifm, and the Lord’s fup- 
per. When there was no Englifh 
pafter upon the tfland, fome feri-~ 

| ous profeffors among the Englifh 

very cheerfullyreceivedthe Lord’s 
fupper adminiftered by him ; and 
it 1s fuppofed none would have 
{crupled it, had they underftood 
the Indian language. 

During the time of his miniftry 
‘he upheld, and maintained good 
Chriftian difcipline in the Church; 
fenfible of its importance to re- 
claim offenders—prevent vice— 
promotecircum{peftion—keep re- 
ligion from being evil fpoken of 
—and to accomplith other weigh- 
ty purpofes. 

In the beginning of his laft fick. 
nefs he had a very grievous con- 
fli& with Satan, the great adver- 
fary of mankind: But having 
obtained the victory over this 
enemy, his mind was ever after 
calm, and ferene to the end of 
his life. 

His mind being thus quieted, 
he expreffed a fleadfaft hope in 
the mercy of God, through the 
only Saviour Jefus Chrift—Gave 
good inftru€@tions and exhorta- 

| tions‘ to his own family, and fuch 
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"ag came to vifit him—nominated 
three perfons to the church, one 
of whom he defired might fuceced 
him inthe office, which he was 
about to lay down; and one of 
them accordingly did fo. 

_ He departed this life, January 
22, 1684. A great number of 
people aflembled to pay their 
refpects to the remains of fuch a 
pious and ufeful man. Many ap- 
peared to lament his death. His 
colleague, and Japhet Hannit, in 
their fpeeches at the grave, dif- 
covered the high fenfe they had 
‘of his worth, and the great lofs 
the natives fuftained by his remo- 
val.— 


(To be continued. ) 


For tHe Connecticut Evan- 
GELICAL MaGAzine. 


A Differiation on the inward fealing, 
or the Earneft of the Spirit. 


Ephefiansi. 13, 14. “In whom 
alfo after that ye believed, ye 
were fealed with that Holy Spirit 
of promife, which is the earneft 
of our: inheritance, until the re- 
demption of the purchafed poffef- 
fion, unto the praife of his glory.”’ 


4 HE account which the {crip- 
tures give of the being, per- 
fection and providence of God, 
and of the depraved temper and 
character of man, tends to con- 
firm us in the belief, that they 
were written by divine infpiration : 
Becaufe the account. coincides fo 
well withthe knowledge wemay ob- 
tain concerning thefe things, by 
a careful obfervation of the works 
of nature, and the condu& of 
mankind. To this kind of evi- 
dence may be added thofe {fecrip- 
_ ture paflages which relate to the 
common affairs of human life, and 
thofe prophetical prediétions, the 
accomplifhment of .which we may 
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perceive, by an impartial atten’ 
tion to facred and profane hiftory. 

Moreover, we may have further 

convincing evidence of the truth 

of the gofpel, if we confider the 
admirable change which the Holy 
Spirit appears to have wrought in 

the hearts and lives of fome, who 
profefs they have experienced its 
convicting and converting influ- 
ences. 

But, there is another kind of 
evidence, which may, emphiati- 
cally,. be termed internal; and 
which is peculiarly adapted to 
convince and fags true behevers, 
by whom it is experienced. 

«¢ He who believeth on the Son 
of God hath the witnefs in him- 
felf.”” (1 Johny. 10.) Thisin- 
ward Witnefs is, as I conceive, 
the fame thing as the inward Sea/- 
ingand the Earneft of the Spirit 
of which St. Paul {peaks, «In 
whom” (i,e. in Chrift) “after 
that ye believed, ye were fealed 
with that Holy Spirit of promife, 
which is the earneft of our inher- 
itance, until the redemption of the 
purchafed «poffeffion unto the 
praife of his glory.”’-Eph. i. 13, 
14. In Chrift their head and 
Saviour, true believers are /ealed, 
i. €. confirmed in their faith, and 
affured of their intereft in the heav- 
enly inheritance ; which confirma- 
tion and affurance are wrought in 
their fouls by the immediate tefti- 
mony, or witnefs of the Holy 
Spirit. This, I conceive, is the 
true import of the term Sealing, 
as it is occurs in the above paflage, 
and in 2 Cor. i. 22. * God hath 
fealed us, and given the earneft of 
the Spirit in our hearts.” 

That the Sealing of the Spirit 
is fome teftmmony or evidence 
which confirms and increafes the 
believer’s faith, and affures to 
him a part in the heavenly inheri- 
tance, will more fully appear, if 
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we confider the expreffion as an al- 
lufion to the practice of Sealing as 
it refpedts things in natural and 
civil life. 

One principal defign of /ealing 
aletter is to fecure its contents 
from the knowledge and ufe of 
perfons, to whom it is not inferi- 
bed. A legal covenant, tranfact- 
ed between one man and another, 
is fealed, to confirm.and fecure the 
contract. 

In allufion alfo to this practice 
of fealing, Jefus Chrift faid, that 
“¢ God the Father had /ealed him.” 
John vi. 27. The defcent of the 
Holy Spirit upon Chrift, and the 
voice from heaven, which faid, 
This is my beloved Son, in whom 
T am well pleafed; (Matth. m. 
16, 17.) together with Chrift’s 
divine doétrines, and the miracles 
which he wrought in the prefence 
of the people, were a fufficient 
evidence and confirmation of his 
being the true Meffiah ; whom it 
was their duty to reverence and 
obey, and in whom they might, 
with the greateft fafety, put their 
truft. 

The Apoftle faith of the believ- 
ing Corinthians, ‘The feal of 
mine Apoftlefhip are ye in the 
Snord 2 oy- SCGK aXe bu Ne. DNF 
were an evidence of his divine call: 
For, the grace of God had .ac- 
companied his preaching, fo that 
they were converted from their 
flate of heathenifm and idolatry, 
to the knowledge and fervice of 
the onetrue God. ‘Thus his apof- 
tolical office had a confirmation in 
them, by the efed of his miniftry, 
as a written agreement is confirmed 
by a feal, 

But what the inward fealing, or 
earneft of the Spirit is, and how 
it is wrought in the foul, and dif- 
cerned byt the underftanding of the 
perfon fealed, is more fully - known 
by experience, than exprefled by 
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qords. Neverthelefs, I fhall at- 
tempt to explain it as perfpicuou!- 
ly as I can. 

I conceive it is an impreffive 
and enlightening operation of the 
Holy Spirit upon the heart of the 
believer ; by which he is delight- 
fully entertained with a fpecial 
manifeftation of the glory and ex- 
cellency of God and Chrift, and 
with a glimpfe of that heavenly 
light and felicity which enliven 
and entertain the bleffed fociety 
of the Spirits of juft men made 
perfeét: So that he is made to 
rejoice with unfpeakable, or gh- 
rified joy. - This delightful ‘ex- 
perience tends greatly to difen- 
gage his affeCtions from fenfual 
things ; it eftablifhes him in the 
love of God, and inthe belief of 
the truths of the Chriftian reli- 
gion; affures him of his fpiritual 
adoption, and union to’ Chrift, 
and, confequently, of his future 
admiffion into the prefence and full 
enjoyment of God. 

This manifeftation being given 
by the fpirit of truth, after be- 
lieving in Chrift, it differs effen- 
tially from all delufive experien-. 
ces-; andis as fure a token that he 
isthetrue Saviour, whowillreceive 
thofe to glory who believe in his 
name, as the brighteft dawning of 
day in the eaft, is of the approach- 
ing fun. 

This I confider as the inward 
fealing, earneft, or witnefs of the 
Spirit. And it feems to be di- 
rely and immediately adapted 
to excite and encourage the be- 
liever to walk in newnefs of life, 
and to confirm and fecure him 
againft infidel principles, and the 
alluring temptations of the pret 
ent evil world, 

"Through he rebellion of their 
own depraved hearts, and the op- 
pofition of the wicked world 
around them, Chriftians have ma« 
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ny trials with which they mutt 
conflia&. Their experience leads 
them to expe¢t much tribulation 
in their way to heaven. And left 
their hearts faint and be difcoura- 
ged under the profpe@t of evil be- 
fore them, God mercifully favors 
them with fome fpecial difplays of 
his excellence, and with preliba- 
tions of future glory. In thofe 
feafons of experience they have 
the moft refined and fatisfying de- 
light, which the rational foul is 
eapable. of enjoying on earth. 
And, hereby, they moft clearly 
perceive that the {piritual and holy 
joys of true believers differ widely 
and effentially from thofe fenfual 
pleafures which the impenitent fo 
eagerly purfue. Therefore, when 
they are under prefling affliction, 
the recolleGtion of their former 
{weet enjoyment, and the pledge 
of their future felicity, will excite 
their humility and patience to en- 
dure, and will ftrengthen their 
hope of obtaining feafonable _re- 
lief.. Thus, when God caufed 
the waves and billows of affliction 
to go over the Pfalmift, he, for 
fupport, feems to recollect fome 
feafons when, it is likely, God 
gave him fpecial tokens of his 
love and power, and gladdened his 
heart with the light of his counte- 
nance. ‘ O my God, my foulis 
caft down within me; therefore, 
will I remember thee from the 
land of Jordan and of the Her- 
monites, from the hill Mizar. 
The Lord will command his lov- 
ing-kindnefs in the day-time, and 
in the night fhall his fong be with 
me. I fhall yet praife him for the 
help of his countenance.” 

A real believer having tafted 
that the Lord is good, and been 
fealed with fpecial manifeftations 
of his love, the impreflion cannot 
be erafed from his mind ; but he, 
like David, will be defirous for 

‘Not. Til. ‘News. 
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the continuance of fuch experi- 
ences. . “Thou art my God ; ear- 
ly will I feek thee: My foul 
thirfteth for thee, my flefh longeth 
for thee in a dry and thirity land 
where no water is: To fee thy 
power and thy glory, foas I have 
feen thee in the fantuary.” 

But, though thefe feafons of 
{weet delight do not often occur 
to the beft Chriftians; nor, ufu- 
ally, continue long when they dos 
yet, on account of their worth 
and precioufnefs, they may be con- 
fidered as the golden paffages of 
their lives ; and fhould be remem- 
bered, and thankfully improved. 
When Jacob fled from the wrath 
of his brother Efau, God met 
him with a wonderful manifefta- 
tion of his glory and guardian 
protection. And Jacob faid, «This, 
is none other but the houfe of 
God, and this is the gate of hea- 
ven.”? And he took a ftone and 
fet it up asa pillar of, remem- 
brance; and called the name of 
that place Bethel : i. e. the houfe 
of God. ‘Truly, there was much 
propriety inthe name. For, the 
people of God, while in the flate 
of mortality, never feel his pref- 
ence fo fenfibly, nor have fo inti- 
mate communion with him, as 
when he approacheth to their 
fouls, by fpecial manifeftations of 
the excellence of his attributes. 
If any deiftical perfons call thefe 
things imaginary and vain; I 
would modeftly reply : They 
{peak evil of thofe things which 
they know not. They have not 
found the Meffiah, whofe wifdom 
and glory excel the fame they 
have heard. 

How condefcending is the love 
of God, to approach fo {pecially 
to their. hearts, whom his effica- 
cious and irrefiftible grace con- 
verts, enlightens and purifies ! A 
confideration of the mercy fhould 


yi} 


excite their reverential regard for 
his name; and humility and 
felf-abafement with refpect to 
themfelves. When Elijah had 
an extraordinary view of God’s 
majefty and glory, fo deep was his 
reverence, that he wrapped his 


face in his mantle before he con- 


verfed with him. When Job had 
a very clear view of the Divine 
character, he faid, ** Behold, IT 
am vile !—I abhor myfelf, and 
repent.””, When Daniel, a man 
greatly beloved of God, had a 
wonderful vifion of the manifefta- 
tion of God’s glory, as difplayed 
in the angel of his prefence, ‘his 
comelinefs was turned. into cor- 
tuption.” His own nature and 
character, when viewed in the 
light of that vifion, appeared very 
defiled and vile. The difcovery 
and impreffion were fo affeGting, 
that his bedily ftrength was much 
weakened. Similar accounts are 
recorded of other eminent faints. 

Having given fome brief de- 
{cription of the fpecial /ealings and 
manifeflations of the Holy Spirit ; I 
may now obferve, that tho’. there 
be times when believers are favor- 
edwith /pecial or extraordinary feal- 
angs in their hearts ; yet every im- 
preflive operationof the holy Spirit, 
which produces in them true evan- 
gelical knowledge, love, hope and 
joy» and hatred to all finful tho’ts 
and defires, may properly be 
termed its /ealing ; provided that 
the effect or experience of the op- 
. eration be fo clearly difcerned, as 
to aflure them of their love and 
union to Chrift, 

The earneft of the believer’s 
inheritance, of which the apoftle 
fpeaks, I confider as another 
phraie, which implies the fame 
thing, as the Jealing of the Spirit. 
The word arrabén which is ren- 
dered the carne/?, feems to be appli- 
ed, to illuftrate that delightful and 
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eftablifhing experience, which is a 
pledge and foretafte of the heav- 
enly inheritance, into the full en- 
nt of which Chrift will, here- 
after bring his believing people. 

It is eafy to conceive, that the 
word earne/?, ufed as an adjeétive, 
denoting the engagednefs of the 
mind, or ardor of the affections, 
differs in ‘meaning from the 
term earne/, ufed as a noun, im- 
porting @ part of the price, or fum 
promifed. But yet,. giving an 
earnefi may and fhould denote en- 
gagedne/s of mind, and fincerity to 
perform, in him by whom it is 
given. 

If a man contra with his 
neighbor, for certain property ; 
and to confirm and fecure the bar- 
gain, pay him, in hand, a certain 
fum of money, ‘the part which he 
pays is called the earne?. And 
itis a pledge and fecurity that the 
whole fhall be paid. In allufion 
to this practice, the fpiritual 
knowledge, love and joy which 
true believers experience in this 
life, and more efpecially, unufual 
and extraordinary meafures of 
thefe graces, are termed the ear- 
nefis of the immortal felicity, 
which Chrift, in his word, hath 
promifed that they fhall here- 
after inherit. 

The giving’ an earnef differs 
from /ealing, as they refpe& civil 
and commercial affairs. But they 
both are defigned to eftablith and 
fecure contraéts. And they may, 
therefore, with propriety be both 
alluded to, with a view to explain 
and illuftrate the fame fcriptural 
doétrine. For the infpired wri- 
ters fometimes apply different met- 
aphors, figurative expreffions and 
comparifons, to explain and illuf- 
trate a doctrine, which could not, 
otherwife, .be fo fully explained 
and illuftrated. Thus, the re. 
newing and fanétifying influences 
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of the Holy Spirit, upon the 
hearts of finners, are compared 
to water, and to fire ; becaufe 
each of thefe elements is adapted 
to cleanfe and purify material 
things. (Compare [fai. iv. “4. 
Tit. iii. 5, 6.) 
The apoftle fays, *¢ Ye were 
fealed with that Holy Spirit of 
promife, which is the earneft of 
our inheritance—.’? The pro- 
noun ewhich, in this paffage, is the 
relative to the word Spirit, or to 
the ¢f2@ of the Spirit’s operation, 
termed its fealing. I conceive it 
relates to the latter. For, the 
Spirit is known to us, but by its 
operations, or communications to 
our minds. Now, if the pronoun 
relate to the fealing of the Spirit, 
then, the earneff of our inheritance 
is evidently the fame as the feal- 
ing of the Spirit. : 
We read of the firt fruits of 
the Spirit, Rom, viii. 23. And 
the fame Apottle fays, «« He who 
hath wrought us for immortal Jife 
and happinefs is God, who hath 
alfo given untous the carneff of the 
Spirit.” 2 Cor. v. 5. I conceive, 
he means, they had received fome 
communications of the Spirit, as 
Jove, joy and peace. Which may 
be termed the fir fruits of the 
Spirit ; becaufe they precede the 
full vifion and enjoyment of God 5 
and are of the fame nature as 
{though not in equal meafure to) 
the love, joy and peace of the gl- 
rified faints. Now, thefe effects 
and graces of the Spirit being the 
earnef? of the believer’s inheritance,« 
they may, with much propriety, 
be confidered as the /ealing evi- 
dence of his union to Chrift, and 
of his future admiffion into glory. 
For, the carneft of the Spit, isa 
pledge, or token, given to confirm 
‘and affure the perfon, to whom 
theinheritance is promifed. And 
the inward fealing of the {pirit is 
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defigned to eftablifh and confirm 
the believer ; and feems to have a 


very dire&t tendency to this pure 


pofe. -Nor can I conceive of any 
argument, which can be adduced 
to prove that a believer can receive 
the ecarneft of future and eternal 
glory, without being at the fame 
time, and by the fame experience, 
fealed to the day of complete re- 
demption. 

That holy Jove, joy and peace 
are the graces by which the be- 
liever is fealed, will obvioufly ap- 
pear, if we confider that to thofe 
who ove God, and rejoice in his 
name, are made the promifes of 
eternal life and bleflednefs. For, 
if we can difcern in ourfelves the 
temper and chara¢ter, which, ac- 
cording to the teftimony of the 
{criptures, qualify us for heaven, 
we have good aflurance that we 
have the faith of God’s ele. A~ 
greeably to this, the primitive 
Chriftians had an hope in God, an 
hope which would not difappoint 
nor make them afhamed ; becaufe 
the love of God was fhed abroad 
in their hearts, by the Holy Ghoft, 
which was givenuntothem. And 
agreeably to this, the Apottle 
prays for the believing Romans. 
‘© Now the God of hope fill you 
withall joy and peace in believing 5 
that ye may abound in hope, 
through the power of the Holy 
Ghoft.”” 

The Jove and joy of believers 
imply fome fpiritual di/cernment or 
knowledge of the Being whom they 
Jove, and in whom they rejoice. 
And their inward peace implies a 
{uitable apprehenfion of the divine 
character, to whofe government 
they feel reconciled, and thro? 
whofe gracious and immutable 
promifestheyareaflured of the par- 
don of fin, and of a final admit- 
tance into the full enjoyment, of 


God. 
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‘Therefore, fince the happinefs 
of heaven, confifts in the Lnowl- 
edge and love of God, and in re- 
joicing in the perfectionof his name 
‘and government, we may confider 
the holy Jove, joy and peace which 
believers experience in this world, 
as the delightful, eftablifhing and 
fealing earneft of their future and 
eternal inheritance. 

From the nature and defign of 
the inward fealing, or the earne/f 
of the Spirit, we may infer the 
neceffity and importance of faith 
in Chrift.. None but true believ- 
ers experience the love of God 
fhed abroad in the heart by the 
Holy Ghoft. And, therefore, 
unbelievers, as {uch} cannot be af- 
fured of eternal falvation. Their 
hopes of future glory are delufive 
and vain. ~ eh 
_ We may reafonably and {eriptu- 
rally conclude, that fome real 
Chriftians experience a greater 
meafure of the inward /ealing of 
the fpirit, than others. God 
qualifies his people according to 
their differentemployments, which 
he affigns, and their trials, through 
which he calls them topafs. But, 
if any who bear the Chriftian 
name, have no experience of this 
delightful and affuring /ealing, it 
concerns them to examine them- 
felves, and enquire whether they 
have that evangelical faith which 
is efiential to falvation, and with- 
out which no one can be fealed to 
the day of complete redemption. 
‘The Apoftle faith of the believing 
Ephefians, “ fier’ that ye ‘be- 
heved ye were /ealed with that Ho- 
ly Spirit of promife?? To feal be- 
Sore believing, would be like fet- 
‘ting a feal to a mere blank. We 
mult firft be convinced of our fin 
and guilt, and of our unworthi- 
nefs to receive forgivenefs of God ; 
our hearts muft be broken for fin. 
Having apprehenfion of his mercy 
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in Chrift, we muft truly tepent, 
andreceive the glorious Redeemer, 
as oux Prophet, Prieft and King, 
relyimg upon him alone for falva- 
tion. When we are thus divefted 
of all our felf-dependence, and 
have our truft alone in God, we 
are his believing people ; whom he 
gracioufly owns, feals and fets 
apart for himfelf ; that we may 
walk in newnefs of life, live to his 
glory, and fhew forth his praife, 
who hath called us out of dark- 
nefs, and a ftate of total depravi- 
ty, intothe light and liberty of 
the gofpel. For, «* God dwel- 
leth with him who is of a con- 
triteand humble fpirit to revive 
the Spirit of the humble, and to 
revive the heart of the contrite 
ones.”? 

Some are of opinion, that none 


-experience the /ealing affurance of 


the Spirit in this life. Others 

think it is very uncommon that 

any, even of thofe who are real 

Chriftians, are affured of eternal - 
falvation. But they feem to err, 

not knowing the fcriptures, nor 

the power of God. For, Chrift 

manifefts himfelf to his regenerate 

people, as he does not tothe un- 

believing world. He fays, “Ifa ~ 
man love me, he will keep my 

words: And my father will love 

him ; and we will come unto him 

and make our abode with him.?? 

The paffage feems to imply, that 

they will come unto the believer’s 

foul by the approving, comforting 

and affuring influences pf the Spir- 

it. The expreffion is indefinite : 

It is not limited to any particular. 
perfon, ortime. <“¢ If aman love 

me,” &c. “True religion is the 

fame now, as in the firft ages of 
Chriftianity. i 

_ The fealing of the Spirit is « the 

earnef of our imheritance, until 

the redemption of the purchafed 

pofleffion.” ‘The purchafed po/- 
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Jeffion isthe church, which Chrift 
hath purchafed by his’ fufferings. 
And the fealing, or carne? ofgthe 
Spirit feems to be a favor giv€h to 
each member, and to all believers, 
in fucceflion, age after age, until 
‘they be completely redeemed and 
prefented faultlefs before the pref- 
ence of hisglory. It is a favor 
which Chrift promifed his people 
(John xiv. 21.) Therefore, they 
are faid to be /ealed with that Holy 
Spirit of promi/e. 
Some are of opinion that none, 
in this life, experience that effec- 
tual operation of the Spirit “and 
change of heart, in which the 
new birth, or ‘regeneration confilts. 
To be raifed from the dead at the 
general refurredtion, when * this 
mortal fhall put on immortality,” 


{which is commonly called glorif- - 


cation, ) they confider as the new 
birth, which is fo much fpoken of 
in the New Teftament, and which 


Chrift taught to Nicodemus. The | 


term new birth, they think, im- 
seziies too great a change for any 
to experience in this life. But, 
the cafe feems to be, it implies 
more than they have experienced. 
They are, therefore, unwilling to 
affent to the truth of the doétrine : 
And, confequgntly, they appear 
to be equally ignorant of the na- 
ture and-myttery of faith. For, 
faith is produced in the heart in 
its regeneration. ‘They faintly al- 
low that we mutt be reformed, to 
be duly qualified for heaven. But, 
their idea of reformation feems to 
extend no further than their fan- 
cying themfelves into an appre- 
henfion, that Chrift died for them, 
and for all mankind, and in par- 
tially breaking off from finful, or 
inconvenient practices, which ftand 
in the way of their purfuit of felf 
gratification. But, were wifdom 
to enter into their hearts and 
knowledge to be pleafant to their 
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| fouls ; were they to experience 
| that true hberty and {weet enjoy- 
ment, which are peculiar to the 
faints, they would change their 
fentiment, and without a double 
heart, plainly fpeak, as do the 
fcriptures ; ** Whofoever believeth 
that Jefus is the Chrift, is born 
ef God. And whatfoever is born 
of God overcometh the world. 
And this is the victory that over- 
comeththe world, even our faith ;” 
which was given in our regenera- 
tion ; they would ceafe to fpeak 
againit the moft effential truths of 
the gofpel. For, when the heart 
of the rafh underftands and re- 
ceives the truth as it is in Jefus, 
then that which ‘they had not 
known they confider, and ad- 
mire. 

How delufive and vain is their ° 
idea who live impenitent and un- 
renewed while in this world, and’ — 
expect to experience regeneration 
at the general refurredion ! For, 
the fcriptures fay, that “thofe 
who do evil, and sAelieve not in 
Chritt, fhall die in their fins, and 
at the re/urredion, arife to dam- 
nation.”” ‘They never live to the 
glory of God ; their works are 
all evil; their perfons are under 
the curfe of his law. Therefore, 
if they die in unbelief, they muft, 
at the refurrection, awake to their 
furprife, retaining that nature and 
difpofition by which the wicked 
| are like the troubled fea, when it 
cannot re{t. When thus it fhall 
be, how applicable to them will 
be the appellation which God, 
by the mouth of Jeremiah, gave 
to Pafhur. “ The Lord hath not 
| called thy name Pafhur, but Mag- 
ormiflabib :”’ i. e. a terror to thy- 
felf ¢ or, as itis rendered in the 
margin of fome bibles, fear round 
about. 

From the nature and defign of 
'the inward fealing or the earneft 
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of the Spirit, we may alfo infer 
the happinefs of true believers, 
As ina legal written covenant or 
obligation, the /ealing in/lrument 
leaves its zmage upon the wafer, 
or other quality impreffed ; fo God 
inftamps his image upon their 
hearts whom he /eals, ‘“ The 
new man, after God, is created in 
righteoufnefs and true holinefs,”” 
And -true believers, with open 
face, beholding asin a glafs the 
glory of the Lord, are chan- 
ged into the fame image, from 
glory to glory, even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord. And in this 
image confifts the happinefs of 
the children of God. What 
he loves and approves, they, in 
méafure, love and approve. The 
glory of the Lord fhall endure 
forever ; The Lord ‘fhall rejoice 
in his works. And they, being 
conformed to bim, will approve 
of and rejoice in the perfeétion of 
his name, and the eternal dura- 
tion of his glory, and love him for 
all his works and difpenfations. 

In this world they have tribu- 
lation, and may pafs through many 
feenes of prefhng afflition; and 
though, fometimes, through the 
power of indwelling fin, the evi- 
dences of their falvation may be 
mterrupted or obfcured ; yet, at 
other times, they have peace in 
Chrift, and are of good cheer, 
contidering he hath overcome the 
world. In the frelibations and 
earnefis of the Spirit, they have 
sneffable joy. But, what is a drop 
of water, im comparifon with a 
never-failing fountain? In the 
prefence of God is fulnefs of joy, 
at his mght hand are pleafures 
forevermore. 

“ He freely feeds them now, 
With tokens of his love ; 

But richer paftures he prepares, 
And fweeter ftreams above. 
Unnumber’d years of blifs 
He to his theep will give; 
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And while his throne unfhaken flands, 
Shall all his chofen live.” 


@hriftians having tafted that the 
Lord is good, and experienced 
the fweetnefs of the inward /eal- 
ing of the Spirit, they may, at 
times, feel conftrained to {peak 
of the glory of God’s kingdom, 
and talk of his power, in the hear» 
ing of the carelefs and profane, 
with a view to excite their atten- 
tion to the importance and plea- 
fure of true religion. But their 
experience being hidden from and 
unknown to the unfanétified heart, 
they will be much expofed to be 
cenfured and rejeCted, as imagine 
ary perfons, and vain pretenders. 
They will, therefore, generally be 
more free and delighted in the 
company andconverfation of thofe 
whom they confider as the chil- 
dren of God. For, thofe, to 
whom he hath given a new heart 
anda pure language, can ferve 
him, with one confent. The 
heart of the convinced finner 
knoweth its own bitternefs ; and 
a ftranger to experimental reli- 
gion doth not intermeddle with 
the joy of true believers. The 
unbelieving world knoweth them 
not ; becaufe it knows not Chrift. 

_ The imperfe€tions of Chriftians 
are fo many and great, that they 
fometimes doubt of the fincerity 
of each other’s profeffion. But, 
heaven is a place of clearer dif- 
cernment, and of complete felicity. 
Ere they arrive to heaven, the 
Jealis in their hearts ; but there 
it will be vifible in their glorified 
bodies. "The fociety into which 
they will be admitted and the rad- 
iant glory, with which they will 
be furrounded, will evince to the 


view of all beholders, that they 


are the redeemed of the Lord. 


|< His fervants fhall ferve him. 


They fhall fee his face ; and his 
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name fhall be in their foreheads, 
And there fhall be no night 
there ; and they need ro candle, 
neither light of the fun ; forthe 
Lord God giveth them light. 
Doth God give to his people 
true faith in his Son, and fal 
them to the day of redemption ? 
His defign in fo doing is “ unto 
the praife of his glory.”? May 
they truft in him at all times. 
In the day of profperity may they 
be joyful, but humble. In times 
of adverfity may they confider, 
and not faint: For, he is faithful 
who hath promifed. He. will 
caufe all things to work together 
for their good; and, in his time, 
favorthem with fuchmanifeftations 
of his glory as fhall fubferve his 
wife purpofes. God is fovereign 
and wife in the beftowment of 
his favors. Left his people be 
vain-glorious and too highly ex- 
alted in the fweetnefs of commu- 


nicated grace and fo idolize their 


experiences, he fometimes croffes 
their requefts (2 Cor. xii. 7—9.) 
if they truft in Chrift, glory ia 
the Lord, and walk clofely with 
him, the fuitable favors which he 
will give them, in his time, will 
be moft fatisfa€tory to them. If 
they delight themfelves in the 
Lord, he will give them the defire 
of their hearts. The fcriptures 
are their rule of life. May they 
“take heed to them, as to alight 
which fhineth in a dark place, un- 
til the day dawn, and the day-ftar 
arife in their hearts :’’ i. e. until 
they arrive to perfe¢tion of knowl- 
edge and felicity. May they 
live in the Spirit, and walk in the 
Spirit ; (which is the fum of all 
true religton ;) that when Chriit 
hall appear to judge the world, 
they may meet him, with expref- 
fions of praife and exultation, like 
thofe of the prophet : ‘ Lo, this 
is our God; we have waited for 
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him ; and he will fave us: This 
is the Lorn 3 we have waited for 
him ; we will be glad, and re. 
joice in his falvation.”” | 


C. A. 


A Differtation on the Harmony of 
Chriftianity, or ihe agreement of 
its various parts with each other, 
aad with the whole. 


INTRODUCTION. 


A MONG the various fubjeGs 

of difcuffion which occupy 
the ability of literary men, few are 
equally important with that of the 
truth and divinity of the holy 
fcriptures, : 

Oppofition to thefe facred 
books, has employed the pens of 
many adverfaries ; and to deflroy 
their authority is a leading object 


| of the fyftem of modern philofo- 


phy. Indeed, the whole fyftem 
of religion and morality, natural 
and revealed, is the objet of ata 
tack by the unbelievers of this 
day. This however is fo far from 
fubverting the caufe of truth, 
that the ultimate effe@& willbe di. 
rectly the reverfe, 

This oppofition has already oc- 
cafioned many able defences of 
religion and morality, and feveral 
arguments in defence of the 
truth have been adduced, highly 
important ; which have not been 
heretofore anproved, or not in a 
manner equally clear and demon, 
firative. 

The fubje&, however, is not 
exhauited; the arguments in fa- 
vor of Chriftianity are numerous, 
as they are weighty. Among 
thefe, and which is highly wor- 
thy of the attention of Chrif- 
tians, isthe argument drawn from 
the harmony of its various parts, 
with each other, and with the 
whole fyftem. 

A ttatement of this argument 
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will be attempted in the following 
differtation. 

In the propofed difcuffion, the 
leading articles of natural religion 
will pafs in review,as thefeareaffu- 
med in the Chriftian fyftem, andin- 
deed cannot be feparated from it. 

As it is apprehended that the 
apottle Paul had this argument in 
view in his letter to the Corinthian 
church, in the words recorded, 1 
Cor. ii. 13. This paflage will 
be adopted as the motto for the 
following differtation. 

The apoftle having fpoken of 
the fublime truths of the gofpel, 
adds the following fentence : 
«« Which things.we {peak, not in 
words taught by human wifdom, 
but in thofe taught by the Holy 
Ghoft ; comparing fpiritual things 
with {piritual.”? 

The comparifon here inflituted 
is not between things material and 
immaterial, or even between thofe 
which are moral and immoral, but 
things or truths {piritual or holy in 
their nature are compared with 
each other, and exhibited in mu- 
tual agreement and harmony ; fo 
that they produce reciprocal evi- 
dence for the truth and divinity of 
each other, and of the whole. 

Tn elucidating this fentiment, 
we fhall beled to treat of the re- 
ligion of the gofpel, with the 
truths of natural religion involved 
jn it, as exhibited to ve in the doc- 
trines of the bible, in the experi- 
ences of Chriftians, and in a prac- 
tical fubmiffion to its commands 


and inftitutions, and the diflerta- | 


tion will be clofed with a few in- 
ferences. 


PART 2: 
On the do&rines of Chriffianity. 
ADMITTING in our con- 
eeptions the exiftence of an orig- 
inal, intelligent Being, indepen- 
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‘all natural - perfeétions, without 
| limitation ; and alfo the exiftence 


dently and eternally poffefled of | 


of rational, finite beings, fufceptible 
of the knowledge of that Being, 
and of their refpeCtive relations to 
each other and to him, we fhall 
arrive, by a fhort dedudtion, at 
the idea of rational. happinefs, 
confifting in the union of limited, 
intelligent beings to each other, 
and to the original Being. .We 
fhall alfo conceive of that Being as 
confcious of his own capacity for 
happinefs, and that of the limit- 
ed intelligence whom he beholds ; 
or that he clearly perceives the 
tendency of mutual kind affection 
to the happinefs. of rational be- 
ings, and therefore unites to it, or 
acts inthe manner which he knows 
to be beit adapted to the moft per- 
fect fate of rational exittence. 
This perfec flate evidently confitts 
in mutual love. This is therefore 
the character of that original Be- 
ing, and the ftandard for the ac- 
tions of limited exiftence ; or 
“ God is love, and he that dwel- 
leth in love dwelleth in God, and 
God in him.” 

That fuch an original Being of 
unlimited attributes, really exifis, 
is certain from the exiftence of 
limited beings, and if he exifts at 
all, he exits neceflarily, and is 
the author of all limited exiftence ; 
and knowing that the felicity of 
rational exiftence confifts in benev- 
olent affeCtions, and flows from it, 
we muit choofe it, for God is 
love... ‘ 

Thus we obtain the idea of 
moral perfection in God, and that 
a conformity to this muft be the 
higheft excellence in creatures. 

That as God is the creator and 
preferver of all, and is infinitely 
perfect, the government of the 
world belongs to him, that he 
fhould difpofe of his rational creas 
tures according to his own pleat. 
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ure, and that their ations fhould | 
be under the direction of his will ; 
or we fee the ground of the prov- 
idential and moral government 
of God over angels and men. 

_ Fom the fame fource we trace 
the idea of moral obligation, or 
the duty of rational creatures to 
employ their abilities for the hap- 
pinefs of intelligent exiftence; and 
that this obligation is proportioned 
to the value of general happinefs 
and their ability to promote it : 

That it belongs to God to di- 
reét their exertions for this objet, 
and that this divine will, made 
known to them, mutt be the rule 
of their aGtions. 

_Asa departure from this rule 
muft be criminal for the reafons 
and to the degree juft flated, the 
tranfgreffor deferves punifhment, 
in proportion to his obligations, 
and the tendency of his adctions 
again{t general happinefs. 

From thefe fources we arrive at 
the idea of moral government, in 
the fyftem ; of the perfe& law of 
God, the obligations of man, the 
fanctions of law, and of final ret- 
ribution. Such muft have been 
the original law of God, and the 
obligations of man. 

’ 'Tranfgreffion of the divine law 
is called fin, and the tranfgreffor is 
the proper fubject of punifhment, 
as already ftated. 

Such is the government of God 
over men 3 and the ftate of alien- 
ation from God, which is mott ev-. 
idently common in our nature, is 
a plain proof that we are finuers, 
and juftly expofed to punifhment 
proportioned to the degree of our 
crimes. 

Thus far the primary truths of 
natural religion agree with each 
other, and with our natural no- 
tions, and they perfeétly coincide 
with the doétrines of revelation. 

A confcioufnefs that we ate fin- 


Vou. III. Nos. 


Z 


Harmony of Chriftianity. 


177 


ners isattended with a conviGion 
that we are expofed ‘to fuffer the 
expreffions of divine difpleafure, 
and that we deferve it, ina pun- 
ifhment proportioned to our guilt. 

In eftimating the dégree of our 
guilt, we are led to weigh the 
good oppofed by our fin, the de- 
gree of our oppofition, and the 
knowledge, or means of knowl. 
edge we pofleffed, of our duty, 
As the tendency of our fin is op- 
pofed to the perfeétion of the 
moral fyftem, or to the glory of 
God and the good of rational crea- 
tures, we are conviéted of guilt 
in one refpeé, infinite, as oppo- 
fed to infinite good. In refpe& 
to the degree of oppofition, and 
the means of knowledge of our 
duty, it is finitteand admits of ve- 
ry different degrees. The refult 
fuggeited by reafon, is that we 
are expofed to a punifhment limit- 
ed in degree, but endlefs in dura- 
tion. 

The holy fcriptures confirm the 
di€tates of reafon on this momen- 
tous article. 

They abundantly teach the doc- 
trine of the eternal punifhment of 
the finally impenitent. 

As the rebellion of man confifts 
in oppofition to the general good, 
it is evident that in a perfe& gov- 
ernment, fuch as that of God, pun- 
ifhment cannot be remitted and the 
finner reftored to the divine favors 
unlefs thiscan be doneinconfiftence 
with that unchangeable ftandard 
of moral rectitude. The general 
good muft be as effeCtually fecu- 
red, as by the inflition of defer. 
ved punifhment. : 

How this can be effe&ted, an 
the finner be pardoned and faved, 
reafon can furnifh no information. 
With regard to this, “ reafon pur- 
fued is defpair.”’ 

The holy {criptures confirm the 
decifion of reafon refpeCting the 
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hopelefs condition of the finner, 
without the'intervention of fuper- 
natural revelation. They announce 
a way in which the pardon and fal- 
vation of finners can be united 
with the glory of God, and the 
good of his kingdom. And, 
what is more, they reveal this 
way, even “the new and living 
way into the holieft by the blood 
of Chrift.” 

' ‘The gofpel doGirine of the re- 
demption of finners by Jefus 
Chrift correfponds to the fcheme 
of truth, already. mentioned, as 
teltified by reafon and revelation, 
and opens a glorious door of hope 
forthe guilty. It fupports the 
reGtitude of divine government, 
in all its parts, efpecially in the 
punifhment of fin, and reveals a 
way in which the righteoufnefs of 
that punifhment is abundantly ef- 
tablifhed, even inthe pardon and 
falvation of the finner. 

‘This is by the introdu@tion of 
the Lord Jefus Chrift as the fub- 
ftitute of the guilty. 

From the holy feriptures we 
learn that our Redeemer is truly 
divine, the creator, law-giver and 
judge of man; a perfon therefore 
of infinite dignity and worth: 
‘That he affumed our nature into a 
perfonal union with his divine na- 
ture, and was God manifeft 
in the flefh,” capable of fubjeGion 
_to his own law :' That as fuch he 
ufdertook to be mediator between 
God and man, and by his obedi- 
ence to death, in our nature, he 
vindicated the perfeGtion and fup- 
ported the honor of the divine law, 
refpeting its precepts and fanc- 
tions, at the leaft,.as much as it 
would have been vindicated by 
the infli€iion of the threatened 
punifhment on the tranfgreffor. 

By his voluntary fubjection, in 
our nature and place, to this law, 
he clearly evinced thatin his goy- 
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ernment of man he treated him as 
he would himfelf be willing to be 
treated, in a change of circum- 
ftances. 

Hereby he abundantly eviden- 
ced the righteoufnefs of God in 
his retributions to the guilty, ac- 
cording to the threatenings of his 
law. 

The nature of the cafe admits. 
of nohigher evidence of the rec- 
titude of a ruler, in his govern- 
ment, than his voluntary fubmif- 
fion to it, by placing himfelf in 
the condition of the fubje@. 

The doctrine of the two na- 
tures, in Chrift, the divine and 
human, harmonizes with that of 
his atonement for fin. Had he 
not been truly God and equal with 
the Father, his ability and charac- 
ter would have been totally inade- 
quate to the work of redemption. 
As a creature, he would have 
owed to God the utmoft he could 
perform, on his own account ; and 
the merit of his obedience would 
have been only proportioned to 
the limits of his nature. There-. 
fore in both thefe refpeGs, he 
would have been totally unfit to 
be the fubftitute for the guilty ; 
and his utmoft obedience and fuf- 
ferings would have been of no 
avail for our redemption. 

Had he not been a creature, he 
could not have affumed the place 
of afervant, or have become fub- 

| je&t to the commands and fanc- 
tions of the divine law. 

Had he not been man, he 
could not have been a proper fub- 
flitute for us, nor would his obe- 
dience and death have laid a foun- 

- dation for our redemption. There- 
fore, “* He took not on him the 
nature of angels, but he took on 
him the feed of Abraham,’? 

“ Being found in fafhion as a man, 

| he humbled himfelf and became 
obedient to death, even the death 
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of the crofs.” And « the Lord 


Jaid on him our iniquities.”? « He 


bare our fins in his own body on | 


the tree, and by his ftripes are we 
healed.”” 

It was requifite the Mediator 
fhould be both human and divine: 
Human, that he might be under 
the law, in our place: Divine, 
that his ability and worth might 
be equal to the perfection and dig- 
nity of divine government ;—. 
“that he might have fomewhat 
to offer,”? and his atonement avail 
to the redemption of his church. 
He muft be “the feed of the 
woman,” as wellasthe « mighty 
God.” “ A virgin muft bear a 
fon, whofe name is wonderful, 
and God muft be manifeftin fleth.”” 

His humanity qualified him to 
‘obey and fuffer for us, in our na- 
ture ; and his divinity gave infi- 
nite worth and dignity to the 
work which he finifhed on the 
<rofs. 

Weare now led to notice the 
agreement and connexion be- 
tween thefe truths, and that of 
the Divine Trinity in unity. 

This doctrine is abundantly 
taught in the holy fcriptures, 


or in the language of our public | 
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angel of the Lord, and meffen- 
ger whom he hath fent.”? 

We may alfo from hence have 
rational conceptions of the divini- 
ty of the Holy Ghoft, and fo of 
his agency in the application of 
redemption s and the triune Deity 
is manifefted and glorified in the 
falyation of the redeemed church. 

The dotrine of the believing 
finner’s juftifcation by faith thro’ 
the atonement of Chritt, is clofely 
connected with redemption by his 
obedience to the death. 

By this we are taught that the 


believing finner is delivered from 
| condemnation, and entitled to the 


favor of God and eternal life ; 
not on account of any perfonal 
defert, or any thing performed by 
him, but wholly on account. of 
the righteoufnefs and atonement 
Of Chiat. 

“ Notby works of righteoufnefs 
which we have done, but accord- 
ing to his mercy he faved us,?? 
and we “are juftified freely by 
his grace, through the redemp- 
tion which is in Jefus Chrift, 
whom God hath fet forth to be 
a propitiation, through faith in 
his blood, to declare his righteouf- 
nefs for the remiffion of fin?— 


ftandards, ® there is one God in | « that he might be juft, and the 
three perfons, the fame in fub- | juttifier of him who believeth in 


‘flance, equal in power and glory.” 
In all refpe&s, in which unity 
as a perfetion, God is one. Inall 


refpects, in which trinity is a per- though the firft a 


fection, he is three. «¢ There are 


and thefe three are one.”? 

This do&trine being admitted, 
we can readily conceive of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift as being the 
true God, poffeffed of all divine 
perfeétions and the author of all 
‘divine works, in his original na- 


inferior and fubordinate to the Fa- 


Jefus.” 

Were the Mediator nothing 
more or greater than a creature, 
nd greateft ever 


| created by God, it has been fhewn 
three who bear record in heaven, | he could make no atonement for 


f 


| 


| 
| 
t 
nature ; but in. his humanity, as | 


ther; “ as God’s fervant, the’ 


fin by his obedience and death. 
Pirft, becaufe his abilityand worth 
would ‘be finite aud fo bear no 
proportion to the infinite demerit 
of fin. Secondly, becaufe that 
howeverhe was exalted inthe {cale 
ofcreated exiftence, he would {till 
owe the utmott he could perform 
to his Creator, on his own account 
and could do nothing as a fubtti- 
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tute for the guilty, and his obe- 
dience or fufferings could merit 
nothing in favor of the believer. 

He mutt be received to the 
divine favor on his own account, 
or be rejected. 

But admitting the divinity of 
Chrift, and the confequent fuffici- 
ency of his atonement, the believ- 
ing finner’s juftification by faith 
in his perfect righteoufnefs, is a- 
greeable to the analogy of faith ; 
and is wonderfully adapted to glo- 
rify God by fupporting the perfec- 
tion of his government,—to hum- 
ble the finner, and to magnify 
fovereign grace. 

Juftifying faith imports that 
the divine government is perfeét, 
~ that the finner’s condemnation is 
juit, andthat God is righteous 
in taking vengeance. Therefore 
the obedience and death of Chrift 
for our offences, are the moft 
decided divine teftimony to the 
perfeétion of that goverment, and 
the malignity of fin, and therefore 
highly acceptable to God and a 
proper foundation of pardon and 
life to the finner, fo conneéted 
with him by divine faith, that 
the favors granted to him are ev- 
idently beftowed altogether on 
account of the merit of Chrift. 

“* Where then is boafting ? It 
is excluded.”? Do wethen make 
void the law through faith ? God 
forbid. Yea, we eftablifh the 
taw.”? 4 

This truth will appear with 
itill greater clearnefs from a view 
of the diftinguifhing qualities of 
juttifying faith. 

This faith confifts in fuch a be- 
lief of the gofpel on the teftimony 
of God, as involves an acquief- 
cence of the heart in the mediato- 
rial chara€ter and work of Chrift. 

But the heart which truly ap- 
proves this charaGer, neceflarily 
epproves the divine government, 
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is reconciled to God, condemns 
fin, and repents of it, admires 
and adores the divine Saviour, for 
his mediatorial undertaking and 
work, in which the law of God 
was magnified and made honora- 
ble. Therefore he admires the 
free grace of the gofpel, and trutts 
in Chrift alone for falvation. 

The doétrine of regeneration, 
by the Holy Ghoft, as neceffary 
to falvation, coincides with the 
truths immediately preceding, 
with the perfection of divine go- 
vernment, and total depravity of 
man. Thefe doétrines being ad- 
mitted, it follows that if the finner 
is reconciled to God, and united 
to Chrift by faith, it muft be 
produced by the fupernatural a- 
gency of the Holy Spirit. So 
true it is that except a man be 
born again—of the Spirit—and 
from above, he cannot fee the 
kingdom of God or enter into it. 

That gracious tranfaction in 
the divine trinity, called by Chrif- 
tian writers, the covenant of ré= 
demption, and varioufly expreffed 
in the holy {criptures, is funda- 
mental to the work of redemption, 
in all its parts. 

By this the eternal word, in 
his perfonal diftinétion, engaged 
to affume our nature and a&t 
as our fubftitute, in fulfilling all 
righteoufnefs, and making atone- 
ment for fin by the facrifice of 
himfelf. 

The Father engaged that he 
fhould be fupported and accepted, 
that he fhould fee of the travail of 
his foul till he fhould be fatisfied, 
and be exalted to divine dominion 
in his whole perfon, and even 
*¢ glorified with the Father, with 
the fame glory which he had with 
him before the world was.” 

The Holy Spirit in this coven- 
ant confented to reft on the in- 
carnate Saviour, without mea- 
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fure ; to infpire holy men to pub- 
ith to. others and commit to wri- 
ting, for the benefit of the church, 
in all ages, the revealed mind of 
God ; to renew, and fan&ify the 
veflels of mercy and effectually 
work in them to will and to do, 
fo as ultimately to bring them to 
glory ; even all thofe whom the 
Father gave to Chrift as the re- 
ward of his fufferings, and. his 
crown of glory. 

The covenant of grace, as it is 
termed by theological writers, is 
nearly connected with that of re- 
demption. 

This confifts in the gracious 
promifes of God to believers in 
Chrift, on account of his finifhed 
redemption. 

This covenant was adminifter- 
ed to Adam in the promife ref- 
pecting the feed of the woman : 
'To Noah in the ark, and in the 
rainbow: ‘To Abraham in the 
promife of his feed in whom “ all 
the families of the earth fhould be 
bleffed.”? It was wrapped up in 
the prediction of dying Jacob ref- 
petting the tribe of Judah—of 
the coming of the Shiloh and the 
‘“‘eathering of the people to him :” 
To David in the promife of a 
fon to fet on his throne forever : 
To Haiah that he fhould reign in 
Mount Zion, in Jerufalem, and 
before his ancients glorioufly. As 
the time of the Redeemer’s incar- 
nation approached, the grace to 
come to us by him was more clear- 
ly announced. It was foretold 
that he fhould be bruifed for our 
tranfgreffions, that the chaftife- 
ment of our peace fhould be on 
him, and by his ftripes we fhould 
be healed; and that Meffiah fhould 
be cut off, but not for hirafelf. 

Finally, in the new teftament, 
this gracious covenant is pro- 
poundedinthe moft explicit terms, 
«* He who believeth thall be fay- 
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ed.” ‘All whom the Father giv- 
eth tome fhall come to me, and 
him who cometh to me I will in 
no wife caft out.” 

All the promifes of this coven- 
ant reft on the ftability of the 
covenant of redemption, and can- 
not fail if that be fulfilled. But 
that is founded on the counfels 
and the perfe€tions of God. 

This leads to a dire&t confidera- 
tion of the do€trine of the decrees 
of God. By which we under- 
ftand his eternal, unchangeable 
purpofe, refpeCting all events, all 
creatures, and all their aGtions. 

It is not defigned at prefent, to 
colle& the fcriptural arguments 
for the proof of this very import- 
ant dogirine. It refults dire€tly 
from the perfeétions of God, and 
isas much an effential truth of 
natural religion as. of that which 
is revealed. It is implied in the 
covenant of redemption and of 
grace. It is at the foundation of 
the whole mediatorial fyitem, with 
all its moft interefting and diffufive 
fruits and confequences, through 
the fucceffive ages of the world, 
to its final diffolution ; yea, thro’ 
the undefcribed, the unlimited 
duration of eternity. 

That all who fhall be finally 
faved from among men, were 
‘‘ from the beginning chofen to 
falvation, through fandtification 
of the Spirit and belief of the 
truth,” is fo evidently a branch 
of the general do€trine that it 
will not be queftioned. where that 
is admitted. ’ 

The doGtrine of the faint’s per- 
feverance and final glory, refts on 
many fcripture declarations, on 
the gracious promifes of God to 
all his redeemed, on the coven- 
ants of grace and redemption, on 
the power and grace of Chrift, 
and many truths which have al- 
ready paffed in review. 
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The refurreétion of Chrift from 
the dead, is an important and ef- 
dential doftrine of Chriftianity and 
So that 
af this were falfe the whole fyftem 
mutt be given up. This doGrine 
harmonizes with the divine types 
and promifes which preceded the 
incarnation—with the prophecies 
of Chrift himfelf—it is attelted by 
his infpired apoftles, and they 
wrought. many miracles in his 
name forthe confirmation of the 
truth teftified, and with the truth 
of this is intimately conneéted the 
truth of all the fubfequent articles 
of Chriftianity. 

The future refurreétion of the 
bodies of the faints to an immor- 
tal life in heaven, is fo infepera- 
bly conne&ted with the refurrec- 
tien of Chrift, that the latter hav- 
ing taken place, the former is pla- 
ced on the ground of equal cer- 
tainty ; as the holy apoftle Paul 
has clearly proved in the fifteenth 
chapter of his firft epiftle to the 
Corinthians. . 

Indeed, the refurreGion of the 
dead, both the vighteous and the 
wicked, the general judgment and 
final flate of believers and unbe- 
lievers, are abundantly revealed 
in the holy feriptures. 

Thefe do&trines agree with that 


of the accountability of man, the 


righteoufnefs of divine govern- 
ment, the doctrine of redemption 
by Chrift, and with all the prom- 
ifes and threatenings of the holy 
{criptures.. They will ot be 
queftioned by thofe who believe 
the Chriftian fyitem in general, 


and have any proper difcernment | 


of the excellence‘and confiftence 
of its feveral parts. 

This brief view of natural and 
revealed religion, as to the agree- 
ment of the re{pe€tive do@trines 
of each, affords no inconfiderable 
evidenee of the divine origin of 
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Chriftianity. But this will be 
more fully manifeft from attend- 
ing to it as exifting in the minds 
of good men, and powerfully in- 
fluencing their views and affec- 
tions. 


(To be continued. ) 
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A ferious addrefs to profefing Chrif- 
tions, on the dutyand vaft import. 
anceof ating with fteady and per 

Jevering vigilance, wifdom and 
Sortitude tn the fpiritual warfare. 
(Continued from p. 126. ) 


i BY view of the preceding illuf- 
tration of the general orders 
addrefled by the great apoftle to 
his fellow-Chriftians, it may be 
obvioufly remarked, That when 
finners are truly converted, they 
have much more to do, than mere- 
ly to give thanks to God for his 
wonderful grace, and to fit down 
and congratulate themfelves upon 
and rejoice in their own happy con- 
dition. They are not, immediately 
upon their converfion, to confider 
their condition as refembling that 
of foldiers, who at the endofa fuc- 
cefsful war, return in triumph, to 
{pend the refidue of their days in 
peace, free from the fatigues and 
toils of war, and in the enjoy- 
ment of the bleflings for which 
they have been contending ; but 
they are to view it, as bearing a 
greater refemblance to that of 
foldiers juft enlifted, and enga- 
ging in a warfare for life $n 
which they mutt ferve, and watch, 
and fight, to the end of their days 
with the certain expectation of 
final vi€tory and triumph to all 
thofe, who perfevere to the laft, 
and faithfully obferve and obey 
the orders of their Prince. 

We may further remark, howun- 
like to what Chriftians ought to be, 
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thofe profeffing Chriftiansare, who 


give way to unwatchfulnefs, care- 
le{snefs, indolence, eafe and floth ; 
and inftead of ftanding faft in the 
faith, are eafily fhaken, and foffer 
themfelves to be turned or drawn 
away from it, by the flatteries” or 
frowns, or fubtle artifices of its 
enemies. Wherefore, the appli- 
cation of what has been illuftra- 
ted, may be by way of ferious ex- 
hortation to profefling Chriftians, 
to comply with the direCtions, 
to watch, to fltand faft in the faith, 
to act the man, to be ftrong. Of 
the vaft importance of this com- 
prehenfive duty, we furely cannot 
entertain a doubt, or fail of per- 
ceiving numerous and weighty 
motives to it, if we duly contider 
the following things ; which are 
here fubjoined, aswell for the 
purpofe of further  illuttrating 
fome of the particulars already 
fuggetted, as to recommend and 
enforce the exhortation, viz. 

1. The caufe in which we have 
vilibly enlifted, and for the fupport 
and fuccefs of which, we are re- 
quired to watch, to fland fait, &c. 
is the moft important and inter- 
efting that ever exifted, or can be 
conceived. It involves the glory 
of God, and the moft precious in- 
terefts of the intelligent creation. 

A moft daring and impious re- 
bellion hath broken out againft 
the Moft High. It is headed by 
Satan, who was once a diftinguifh- 
ed prince among the angels, and 
feconded by great numbers of 
thofe, once holy, but now, apof- 
tate fpirits. Into this rebeilion 
mankind have been drawn, by the 
artful management of the firft 
apottate. 

Chrift hath undertaken to crufh 
this dreadful rebellion—to bruife 
the Serpent’s head—to deftroy 
. the works of the devil. The full 
aecomplifhment of this great de- 
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fign will comprife the grandeft 
difplay of the infinite perfeGion 

j and glory of God—the fulleft ef. 

tablifhment of his authority—the 
complete recovery and eternal fal- 
vation of aninnumerable multitude 
of the finful, ruined race of man 

—an inconceivable addition to 
the knowledge and holinefs, joy 
and happinefs, of all holy crea- 
tures—and the complete. difap- 
pointment. of Satan and all his 
perfevering, adherents as to their 
ultimate end, and their reduétion 
to a ttate of the moft abfolute fub= 
jection as vanquifhed enemies, un- 
der the feet of their conqueror; 
f{uffering the vengeance due to 
their crimes. ° 

Though Chrift, by his obedi- 
ence unto death, laid the founda- 
tion for and infured the fell ac- 
complifhment of this great defign ; 
yet much remained to be done, 
in order to the actual attainment 
of all thefe ends.: Among other 
things, Chrift’s kingdom mutt be 
fet up and maintained in the 
world, in oppofition to Satan’s, 
and finally prevail over it. Thofe 
of mankind, who are to obtain 
the falvation which isin Chrift 

Jefus, with eternal glory, mutt be 
delivered from the power, of fin 
and Satan, and obtain the victory 
over them. In  accomplifhing 
thefe. ends, which are all com~ 
prifed in and neceffary to the fuc- 
cefs of Chrilt’s great defign, he 
makes ufe of means and inftru- 
ments. Among the means which 
are made effeCtual to thefe impor- 
tant ends, the gofpel jor word of 
truth holds a diftinguithed place. 
They who by reading, preaching 
or writing, or by their profeffion 
and practice, and perfevering fted- 
faftnefs in the faith—they who 
in any or all of thele ways, clearly 
exhibit, and properly maintain, 
and fuccefsfully regommend. and 
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enforce the gofpel, are in/lruments 
under Chrift, and by affiftance 
derived from him, towards pulling 
down the flrong holds of fin and 
_ Satan, deftroying the works of 
the devil, and maintaining and 
building the kingdom of Chrift. 
Every advantage which, in thefe 
or any other ways, any are ena- 
bled to obtain, over fin or Satan, 
in their own fouls, or in in others, 
and every degree of {piritual light, 
holinefs or comfort, thus produ- 
duced, effected or obtained, con- 
tributes fomething towards the 
fuccefs of the great defign, which 
Chrift is carrying on, and towards 
the overthrow and deftru@tion of 
his enemies. 

Though, to fome, the advan- 
tage which any individual, as a 
fubordinate agent, may obtain, 
againtt fin and Satan, by watch- 
ing and ftanding faft in the faith, 
and all the benefit thence refult- 
ing, may feem fuch a mere trifle, 
as can have no influence in regard 
to the final fuccefs of Chrift?’s 
grand undertaking ; yet every 
Jfuch trifle makes one of that innu- 
merable multitude and variety of 
fteps, in the progreflive accom- 
plifhment of this great defign, by 
which the good to be obtained by 
it, is accomplifhing, and will at 
length be completely attained, 
and neceffary to the perfe€tion of 
it ; even as every particle of wa- 
terin the ocean is one of the in- 
numerable multitude of particles 
of which that vatt body of water 
is compofed, and neceflary to 
make the quantity complete.— 
Should not, and will not, this 
view of the infinite importance of 
the conteft, which Chrift is con- 
ducting to the moft glorious iffue, 
and of the neceflity and fubordi- 
nate influence of the faithful exer- 


tions of his fervants, in bringing’ 


it tothe iffue defigned, operate as 
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a powerful motive with us, who 
have given up our names to him, 
to comply with and execute his 
orders, To watch, to ftand faft 
in the faith, to a& the man, and 
be ftrong ?—Efpecially when we 
confider 

2. That the enemies oppofed 
to the fuccefs of the general caufe, 
in which we are engaged, and to - 
our perfonal falvation in particu- 
lar, are exceedingly numerous, 
fubtil, crafty and powerful. 

Within, we have “a deceitful, 
treacherous and wicked heart, 
exceedingly prone to backflide, 
and to depart from the living 
God ; yea, a heart, which is de- 
ceitful above all things, and def- 
perately wicked—at leaft, fome 
awful remainders of it in cafe we 
are Chriftians indeed. Surely 
then, it concerns us to watch our 
heart—to keep it with all dili- 
gence ! 

And as to the enemies from 
without, what human mind can 
count their number, or calculate 
their ftrength, or form any pro- 
per conception of the depth of 
their policy, craft and fubtilty ? 

Befides a flattering, a tempting 
and enfnaring world, that old 
ferpent, the Devil, with all the 
infernal legions under him, com- 
bine, by every means in their 
power, to overthrow the faith in 
general, and to take all poffible 
advantage of our ignorance and 
weaknefs, and blinding lufts, and 
of all the deceitfulnefs and wicked- 
nefs of our hearts, to fubvert our 
own faith in particular, to draw 
or drive us into fin, and to deftroy 
our fouls. Nor are thefe invifi- 
ble foes without their fubordinate 
agents among men, who act un- 
der their influence, and co-ope- 
rate in promoting their nefarious 
detigns. Among men there are 
numerous haters and oppofers of 
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the truth, of the faith, in which 
it concerns us to ftand faft. Pro- 
feffed unbelievers and avowed op- 
pofers of Chriltianity, both in Eu- 
rope and America, have greatly 
increafed within the laft fifty 
years, or come out to open view, 
and combined their efforts to root 
out all revealed religion, with an 
air of confidence, and an appear- 
ance of fuccefs, far beyond what 
hath been ufual in former times. 
In Europe, many renouncing 
the juftly abhorred tenets and cer- 
emonies, do€trines and practices 
of acorrupt andidolatrous church, 
ran into the oppofite extreme, of 
renouncing and holding in abhor- 
rence the bible itfelf, and all re- 
vealed religion ; and fome of 
them, even into the wildeft athe- 
ifm. And though they profeffed 
to leave men to aé according to 
their own judgment with refpect 
to religion, yet in their zeal to 
propagate their own opinions and 
feelings, and to render the bible 
an object of the utmoft hatred 
and contempt, they fometimes 
difcovered a fpirit, not unlike to 
that of former perfecutors, and 
expreffed fentiments plainly indic- 
ative of what they would do, if 
they could. For when a man 
roundly affirms, ‘It were better, 
¢ far better, that we admitted, if it 
‘ were poffible, a thoufand devils 
¢ to roam at large, and to preach 
‘ publicly the doétrines of devils 
«—than that we fhould permit 
¢ one fuch impoftor or montfter as 
¢ Mofes and the bible-prophets to 
‘come with the pretended word 
¢ of God in his mouth, and have 
‘ credit among us,”” who can en- 
tertain a doubt, that if it lay in 
his power, he would effectually 
prevent among us the exiftence of 
men, who avow their belief, that 
the bible is the word of God, and 
boldly preach it as fuch ? 
Vou. III. No. 5. 
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tinent, there are many difciples 
and zealous fellow-laborers in this 
country, and fome of them appa- 
rently a¢tuated by the like bible- 
exterminating {pirit. 

Befides profeffed unbelievers, 
there are numerous clafles of 
mafked enemies to the truth, who, 
under a profeflion of regard to 
the caufe of Chrift, inculcate prin- 
ciples and praétices fubverfive of 
the moft effential articles of the 
Chriftian faith, and deftrutive to’ 
true gofpel holinefs. : 

The do@rine of the Trinity—~ 
of the proper divinity of Chrit— 
of fatisfation or atonement for 
fin by his death—of man’s to- 
tal depravity—of a fupernatural 
change of heart by the fpecial in- 
fluence or agency of the Holy 
Spirit—of juftification folely by 
the righteoufnefs of Chrift, thro’ 
faith in him—fome or other of 
thefe effential articles of the Chrifs 
tian fyftem, as well as others in 
conneétion with thefe, perhaps, 
not lefs effential, are exprefsly de- 
nied, or filently paffed over and 
cautioufly left out, or almott en- 
tirely explained away, by many 
profeffed believers and teachers 
of the Chriftian religion ; whilft 
the do¢trine, that all mankind, 
whatever be their faith, and what- 
ever their practice in this life, 
will be finally faved and eternally 
happy, is zealoufly contended for 
and propagated by fome, and em- 
braced by numbers. 

Do not thefe things, my breth- 
ren, clearly evince the neceflity, 
and ftrikingly difplay the vaft ims 
portance, of acting conformably 
to the divine orders now under 
confideration ? 

When the -all impertant faith 
of the gofpelis thus varioufly and 


| virulently attacked—when Satan 
_. ' and all his legions of devils, and 
Aa 
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numerous hofts of our fellow-crea- 
tures, are employing all their 
power, and all their policy, in 
making their combined and fepa- 
rate efforts, to thake our confi- 
dence in the truth—to draw or 
drive us from it—to propagate all 
manner. of errors and delufions, 
and to pour in upon us a flood of 
the moit open and daring infideli- 
ty 5 and all this, with threaten- 
ing appearances of unufual fuc- 
’ eels ; is it not high time for us, 
to exert ourfelves in the’ execu- 
tion of our maiter’s commands ? 
—Does not fuch a-ttate of things 
loudly admonifh us, and exhibit 
peculiar motives, to watch our 
hearts, and to look well to our 
ways—to guard againit and Ja- 
bor to efcape or baffle all the ar- 
tifices of the enemy; and particu- 
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conformable to the true fpirit and 
import of the pure doétrines of 


the gofpel, and to its holy and 


| 


larly, to take heed, that we do | 


not give them any advantage by 
our own errors and mifeondu@— 
to ftand faft in the faith ourfelves, 
and to watch over, exhort, in- 
ftruét, encourage and ilrengthen, 
and, if need be, to warn and re- 
prove, one another—to prepare 
and fortify our ownand one ano- 
ther’s minds, for bearing, with 
fortitude and equanimity, falfe 
accufations, reproach and con- 
tempt, loffes and fufferings, and to 
act the man in defence of the 
truth, by nobly fuftaining what- 
ever fhame, difgrace, or pain, we 
may be called to endure, in vin- 
dication of. the faith once deliy- 
ered to the faints; as alfo, to 
take pains in furnithing ourfelves 
and one another, with proper ar- 
guments tobe employed in fup- 
port of the truth, as occafions 
may require? And does it not 
efpecially become us, to exhibit 
in real life, the genuine nature 
and divine excellence of real Chrif. 
tianity, by a converfation and 


practice fleadily and univerfally 


benevolent precepts ?. Would not 
this probably have greater influ- 
ence, than a thoufand mere verbal 
arguments, to convince unbeliev« 
ers, to uphold the truth, and to 
confound its enemies ? 
When we fee how determined 
the enemy are—how refolute and 
perfevering, flraining every nerve 
and {paring no pains or expenfe, 
to fubvert the truth, to propa- 
gate all manner of error, falfehood 
and delufion, immorality and licen- 
tioufnefs, and to ere& and fupport 
the ftandard of infidelity, /et us be 
excited to act with as great refo- 
lution and firmnefs, and {how 
ourfelves as ready and determined, 
to encounter every difficulty, and 
to {pare no labor, pains or expenfe, | 
which-may be found neceflary, to 
counteract their nefarious defigns, 
to uphold and promote amon 
ourfelves the religion of Jefus 
Chritt, to tranfmit it to our pof- 
terity, and to contribute to the 


| fuccefsful propagation of the gof- 


pel and fubverfion of Satan’s king- 
dom, throughout the world. 

Ais a further excitement let it 
be added: ; 

3. There is no fufficient ground 
for difcouragement or difhearten- 
ing fear, with refpe@ to the caufe 
of Chrift generally confidered, or 
to our own falvation in particular, 
in cafe we are faithful. © For He, 
under whofe banner we fight, is 
King of kings, and Lord of lords, 
and will certainly conquer all his 
enemies, and-obtain the full de< 
fireof his heart. And in cafe we 
are fincere and hearty in the caufe, 
and aét agreeable to his inftruc- 
tions, we have fufficient grounds 
to expect all needful divine aft. 
ance and fupport, and an iffue hap- 
py and glorious even to ourfelves, 
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» Mercy and grace for feafonable 
help will not be withheld, if we 
feek and pray for it as we ought, 
with conitancy and perfeverance. 
For we have a great high prieft, 
who hath paffed into the heavens, 
Jefus, the Son of God, and may 
therefore come boldly, with free- 
dom and confidence, to the throne 
of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in 
time of need. God?s faithfulnefs 
is engaged, not to fuffer his peo- 
-ple to be tempted above that they 
are able, but with the temptation 
alfo, to make a way to efcape, 
that they may be able to bear it. 
He hath promifed, that he will 
never leave nor forfake them ; fo 
that they may boldly fay, The 
Lord is our helper, and we will 
- not fear what man fhall do unto 
tus. All things work together 
for their good. Neither death, 
nor life, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things prefent, nor 
things to come, nor height nor | 
depth, nor any other creature, 
thall be able to feparate them | 
from the love of God, which is 
in Chrift Jefus our Lord. And 
he that overcometh, as every fin- 
cere friend and faithful fervant of 
Chrift, to whom fuch great and 
precious promifes are made, mott 
certainly will, fhall poffefs a glo- 
rious eternal reward in the world 
to come: he fhall inherit all things, 
and God himfelf will be his God, 
and he fhall be his fon. 

Such abundant encouragement, 
fuch animating motives, to watch, 
to ftand fat in the faith, to quit 
ourlelves like men, and be ftrong; 
—fuch great and. precious prom- | 
ifes of all needful affiftance and 
fupport, im fighting the good 
fight of faith, Lave we, in cafe we | 
are hearty in the caufe, and of 
final victory and a glorious eter- 
mal.reward! But if notwithfand- 
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ing our profeffion and vifible re- 
lation to Chrift, we are deftitute 
of the faith which worketh by | 
love, and, inftead of overcoming, 
are ourfelves finally overcome by 
Satan, fin and the world, we thall 
not only fall fhort of the crown 
of life and glory, but, moreover, 


have our part with the enemies of 


the Great King, in the eternal 
torments to which they are re- 
ferved. For Chrift will certainly 
conquer and reign, and put all 
enemies under his feet. And what 
more can be faid, or what more 
can be needful, by way of motive, 
to excite us to watch and pra 
always, looking diligently left 
any of us fail of the grace of 
God? What more can be necef- 
fary, to call up all our active pow- 
ers to every proper exertion, in 
ftriving againft fin, and contend- 
ing earneftly for the faith once 
delivered to the faints, and apply- 
ing to the diligent and faithful 
difcharge of the duties incumbent 
on us, in our refpective characters, 
{tations and departments, whetli- 
er as private Chriftians, or as paf- 
tors and'teachers, who’ are bound 
to wateh for the fouls of others, 
as well as for our own, and to 
ftand forward and perform a dif- 
tinguifhed’ part for the defence 
and propagation’ of the gofpel ? 
Let us, then, be ftedfaft, un- 
moveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord ; well affu- 
red, that, if we are fo, our labor 
will not be in vain inthe Lord. 


ASTHENES. 


A Narrative of a Revival of Rew 
ligion in the town of Hatirax, 
Vermont, communicated to the 
Leditors by the Rev. Fasse Ep- 
son, Paftor of the church ia 
that tow? 
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GENTLEMEN, 

‘ A Y ITH pleafure and edifica- 

tion I read your inftruc- 
tive Evangelical Magazine; and 
think it calgulated for the promo- 
tion of religion, by throwing 
light upon the doétrines of grace, 
and containing fo much religious 
intelligence, animating and en- 
couraging to the friends of Zion, 
and convictive to her enemies. 
Whether the following account 
of the revival of religion in this 
place will be conducive to the 
fame end, is fubmitted with def- 
erence. 

There appeared to be a grow- 
ing ferioufnefs and folemnity in 
our public affemblies, from the 
time of my ordination, which was 
in OGober 1796, from which I 
took great encouragement, that 
God was about to vifit us with 
a fhower of divine grace, months 
before any thing very particular 
appeared. It worked a long time 
like a fecret fire; many hearts 
burnt within them, before they 
made their minds known to each 
ether, thinking they were alone. 

The firft vifible appearances of 
a revival began in the church ; 
profeflors feemed to awake from 
their {tupidity and coldnefs, and 
to {peak freely one to another 
upon the things of religion. A 
{pirit of prayer and fypplication 
was poured upon them—they be- 
gan to meet for religious confer- 
ences, and an increafing fervency 
and engagednefs appeared ; and 
the attention of two or three, 
who had entertained a hope for 
feveral years, was called up.— 
From this time, there began to be 
# vilible fhaking among the dry 
bones ; and a few individuals 
were raifed to fpiritual life.— 
About the fame time, a young 
woman, belonging to a neighbor- 
ing parifh, very fond of the vain 
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amufements of youth, grew un- 
eafy with them, but could not tell 
why, and refufed, though ear- 
neftly folicited, to join in them. 
She formed a refolution to come 
to Halifax, without being able to 
give any fatisfatory reafon ; and 
did it againft the feelings and 
earneft folicitations of the family 
with whom {fhe lived.—She foon 
found what her bufinefs was ; the 
very firft Sabbath, (April 29, 
1798) I preached from Matt. xi. 
28. Come unto me all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you reff. The “preaching 
feemed truly, to be accompanied 
with the demon/tration of the Spirit 
and of power. I faw this perfon, 
then a itranger to me, in tears, 
and deeply affeCted.—Many were 
powerfully taken hold of, and be- 
gan to feel fin, in reality, to be a 
great burden. It was the moft 
folemn day that ever I beheld, I 
fhall never forget it. 

The f{pirit feemed to come like 
a rufhing, mighty wind, to melt 
the fouls of God’s dear children, 
to caufe fiiners to tremble, ftub- 
born wills to bow, and hard hearts 
to relent.. Many received impref- 
fions, which never left them, till 
their hopeful converfion. Num- 
bers flocked to Chrift as a cloud 
and as doves to their windows ; 
fifteen were received the next 
communion, twenty-one the com. 
munion following, about fixty in 
the whole. The perfons who 
were fubjects of the awakening 
were of different ages, from above 
fifty, down to fifteen years. 

The work in thofe who were 
made the happy fubje&s of it, 
was remarkably free from enthu- 
fiafm and diforder, accompanied 
with a great fenfe of the evil na- 
tureof fin. They were led to fee 
themfelves entirely deftitute of 
any righteoufnefs of their own to © 
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‘recommend them to God; that 
they were totally depraved, de- 
ferving nothing from God, but ev- 
erlafting mifery, and entirely de- 
pendent on fovereign grace, which 
plucked them as brands from the 
burning. The doctrines of grace, 
to which fome of them had been 
particularly oppofed, became fweet 
and ravifhing doétrines. God’s 
way appeared the beft way, and 
they were led to admire the riches 
of free grace in his Son. 

One inftance fomewhat fingu- 
lar, may be worthy of note. A 
man naturally fteady in his life and 
converfation, who remained an 
attentive obferver till near the 
clofe of the awakening, without. 
any particular operation upon his 
mind, going one day out of town 
upon bufinefs and on a law alter- 
cation, it turned in his mind the 
bible was the beft law book, the 
eternal rule of right between man 
andman. ‘This occurred to his 
mind, frequently, when going 
home, and when he retired, but he 
felt no alarming convi€tion of fin; 
he awaked before day with the 
impreffion running in his mind, 
the bible is the beft law book. He 
arofe and made a fire ; and while 
he fat meditating upon this im- 
preffion, all on a fudden his foul 
was filled with raptures, and ¢ ere 
‘he was aware, like the chariots of 
Aminidab,’ he beheld fuch glory 
and beauty in the divine character, 
as he could not defcribe, and his 
mouth was immediately filled with 
praife: Though naturally fill 
and of few words, his wife told 
me, fhe was waked by his praif- 
ing God in loud ftrains. He im- 
mediately fet up family duties, 
and continued in this {weet and 
comfortable frame of mind for 
a confiderable time without think- 
ing of its being a change of heart. 
But finding his foul filled with 
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love to God, drawn forth with 
peculiar affeGtion towards the 
brethren, a moft earneft defire for 
the falvation of precious fouls, 
that he hada peculiar relifh for 
the word, took delight in the du- 
ties of religion, and had a great 
defire to come to the ordinances ; 
he was led to hope he had become 
a newman, offered himfelf, and 
was admitted to the church, where 
he has adorned his profeflion. 
Thofe who came forward, have 
in general, continued to give fa- 
tisfactory evidences in their lives 
and converfation, that they be- 
came true converts. But we 
have had atime of trial, a fifting 
time, and were ready to conclude 
God had forfaken us for abufing 
fuch diftinguifhed mercies. But 
bleffed be God he is awakening 
fome from their flumbers 3 there 
appears again to be more fe- 
rioufnefs among us, feveral have 
of late met with comfort, and ~ 
fome others are under very deep 
impreffions. Among thofe who 
have of late come forward, there 
is one very remarkable inftance of 
the power of divine grace. | She 
is a woman confiderably paft the 
middle age of life, and was a vis 
olent oppofer in the former awa- 
kening ; tried to, hinder her huf- 
band who was then a fharer, from 
coming forward ; oppofed him in 
family duties, and every thing 
good and ferious, making his life 
exceedingly uncomfortable. She 
fhewed the utmolt fpite againit 
all who appeared engaged in the 
work, and would rage as though 
fhe wanted means to vent her ma- ~ 
lice. She would not attend meet- 
ing, nor read the bible or any 
good book. But fhe has found 
God to be ftronger than herfelf, 
and for feveral months has been 
under moft pungent conviction, 
perhaps, in fome meafure accord~ 


we 


190 


ing to her manifeft oppofition. 
All her wickednefs, bitternefs, en- 
mity and rage, appeared to her to 
be pointed direGtly againft God. 
It pricked her to the heart ; her 
iniquity feemed greater than fhe 
could bear : the pains of hell gat 
hold of her, and the was ready 
to give upin defpair. Her necef- 
fity. was thetimeof God’s mercy ; 
he made bare his almighty arm, 
plucked her as a brand from the 
burning, brought her into the 
glorious liberty of the gofpel, and 
gave her to taite the {weets of re- 
deeming love. Her temper and 
eonduct appeared entirely chan- 
ged, and the vifible alteration in 
her, is as great as.ever I beheld in 
any perfon. She hasa great fenfe 
of the evil of her condu@, and 
cannot {peak of it without tears: 


-This is her view of it, to ufe her 


own expreflions, /he was aGuaied 
by the very. fpirit Of the infernals. 
She told me, that when under 
deep conviction, fhe thought it 
utterly impoffible for hér ever to 
get rid of her enmity towards par- 


ticular perfons ; but the firft of | 


her beginning to take hope, and 
encouragement, was from finding 
thefe feelings wholly gone, and 
her foul melted into love and ten- 
dernefs. She afcribes all to free 
fovereign grace, admiring the 
goodnefs, forbearance, long fuf- 
dering and tender mercy of God, 
in bowing her will, as fhe ftood 
out again light and conviGion, 
till his all-conquering grace over- 
powered her. 

Hereby, fhe has found peace 
and comfort ; happinefs is refLors 
ed to the family, and joy and 
gladnefs revived in the hearts of 
God’s children. In many in- 
tlances. the power of divine grace 
has been fo itrikingly difplayed as 
tobe clearly evineive, that it is 
the work of God, 
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Tam, Gentlemen, with con- 
fiderations of efteem, Yours, &c« 
Jesse Epson. 


Halifax, (V.) Aug. 12, 1802. 
Religious Intelligence. 


ORDINATION OF THE Rry. 
James W. Woopwarp. 


At a Meeting of the North Confo- 
ciation of Hartford County, hol- 
den at Windfor, September 28th, 
4. D. 1802. 
A communication was made to 

the Confociation, from the Truk 

tees of the Miffionary Society of 

Conneticut, in the words follow- 

ing, viz. 


“dt a Mecting of the Truftees of 
the Miffionary Society of Con= 
nedicuis at Hartford, September 
1, 4 D. 1802. 

“« Voted, That the North Con- 
fociation of Hartford County, to 
be convened at Windfor the 28th 
day of inftant September, be re- 
quefted to ordain Mr. Fames W. 
Woodward, a candidate for the 


| miniftry, to the work of the gof. 
pel miniftry, 


particularly as an 
Evangelift, to itinerate as a mif. 
fionary ; and that His Honor 
Efgq. and 
Mefirs. Nathan Wil. 
liams, D. dD. Benjamin Trumbull, 
D. D. Cyprian Strong, Nathan 
Strong, D. pv. and Nathan Per- 
kins, Ds Ds be requeited to attend 
as a delegation from this ‘Board, . 
and affift in the ordination of the 
faid Mr. Woodward, if upon ex. 
amination he fhould be judged 
qualified for the work ; any two 
of the above named delegation to 
bea quorum to aét on behalf of 
the Board. 
- A true Copy of Record, 
Atteft 
ApeL Fuint, Secretary.?® 
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- In compliance with the above 
vequeft, the Confociation pro- 
ceeded to examine Mr. JVood- 
ward, and gaining full fatisfac- 
tion as to his qualifications for 
the miniftry, and his views in en- 
tering-on the work, unanimoufly 
voted to ordain him as an Evan- 
gelift. 

* Voted, That the ordination fo- 
lemnity be attended to, to-mor- 
yow morning at 10 o’clock; and 
that the feveral parts of the pub- 
lic fervice be performed by the 
following perfons, The Rev. 
Abel Flint, to read the neceflary 
papers 5 the Rev. Nathan Per- 
kins, D. D. to make the imtro- 
dutory prayer; the Rev. Fofeph 
Wafbburn to preach the fermon ; 
the Rev. Nebemeah Prudden to 
make the confecrating prayer ; 
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the Rev. Aaron Church to give | 


the charge; the Rev. 


of fellowhhip; and the Rev. Nu- 
than Strong, D. D.to make the 
concluding prayer. 

-- On Wednefday Sept. 29th, 
The Rev. Fames W. Woodward, 
in purfuance of the above vote, 
was folemnly confecrated to the 
work of an Evangelitt. 

Certified by 
ABEL Friint, 
Regifter of the Confociation. 

- Mr. Wafbburn preached a fer- 
mon well adapted to the occafion 
from Pfalm vii. 2.. The object 
ofthe difcourfe was to fhow the 
unpromifing  fituation of the 
church with refpect to their ene- 
mies, as viewed by aneye of fenfe; 
—the ground of confidence we 
have that tho weak and impotent 
as babes, they fhall finally prevail ; 
—and to point out fome of the 
principal ways in which they have 
been, and will full be enabled to 
withftand temptation or oppoli- 
tion, and {till the enemy. 


David | 
M*Clure to give the right hand | 
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The addrefs to the’ candidate, 
Mr. Wafhburn, at the requett of 
the Editors, has communicated 
for the Magazine, and it is here 


fubjoined. 


Dear Broruer, 

THE fituation in which you 
this day fland, is interefting and 
folemn. The King of Zion is 
now prefent in the inftituted au- 
thorities of his church ; before 
whem you have prefented your- 
felf to receive commiflion, \ac- 
cording to divine inftitution, to 
preach the gofpel, and difpenfe 
the myfteries of the kingdom of 
God, to perifhing- finners. The 
eye of God is upon you—He dif- 
cerns all your views—all your mo- 
tives in thus prefenting -yourfelf. 
The folemn {cene is-alfo witnefled 
by men and angels ; and youror- 
dination vows, now to be made, 


in this facred’ houwfe, -will‘be vre- + 


giftered in Heaven.. May the 
Lord fupport you in the folemn 
tranfaétion—enable — you 
deeply humble, and fincerely, 
cheerfully, and wnrelervedly, to 
devote yourfelf to the important 
work to which you are called ! 
The fubject, my Brother, which 
we have been contemplating, muft 
have interefted your feelings, and 
fugeeited important thoughts, 
applicable to your fituation in 
view of the work before you. 
It muft have fugeelted that the 
work which you déelire, is a good 
work, and honordble. “To be 
commiflioned to catry. the light of 
life to the ignorant and henighted 
—to preach good tidings to the 
meek—-to bind up the broken 
hearted—to proclaim. liberty to 
the miferable captives of Satan, 
and the opening of the prifon to 
them that are bound, and in’ this 
way be inflrumental in the hand of 
God, to ftill the enemy and aven- 
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ger, how good the work: How 
honorable the. employment ! You 
will doubtlefs, in this view, adopt, 
with humility and thankfulnefs, 
the words of the apoftle, ‘« unto 
me, who am lefs than the leait of 
all faints, in this grace given, that 
I thould preach among the Gen- 
tiles, the unfearchable riches of 
Chrift.”’ 

But the work, tho’ good and 
honorable, is great and arduous. 
You mutt expe, in the profecu- 
tion of it, to meet with peculiar 
difficulties and trials. You will 
experience oppofition from within 
apd without. You will be tried, 
and oppofed by the remaining 
corruptions of your own heart— 
_ by the paffions and prejudices of 
unreafonable men—by the allur- 
ing vanities, and diftracting cares 
of the world—by the threatening 
prevalence of profanity, infidelity 
and irreligion—and by the fubtle 
devices, and artful machinations of 
the grand enemy and avenger. 

But be not difcouraged. Go 
forth in the name and ftrength of 
the Lord Jefus—give no place to 
the devil—maintain your ground 
as a good foldier, under the great 
leader and captain of our falva- 
tion, Letnoneofthefethings move 
you, nejther count your own life 
dear unto. you, fo that you may 
finifh your. courfe .with joy, and 
the miniftry you this day receive 
of the Lord Jefus, to teftify the 
gofpel of the grace of God. At 
all times realize your dependance 
and truft only in him who is able 
out of the.mouth of babes, to 
ordain ftrength. 

Let me add, that would you 
hope to be accepted of God and 


fucceeded in your work, to be 


made an inftrument to ftill the en-. 


emy and avenger and build up the 
kingdom of God, you mutt view, 
all the duties which have beea fug- 
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gefted by our fubje@, as inciim- 
bent on Chriftians, to be peculiar- 
ly incumbent on you. See to it, 
therefore, in the firft place, that 
you be much in prayer. You will 
not have great fuccefs in oppofing 
the enemy, nor in comforting and 
edifying God’s children ; nor will 
you have comfort and peace in 
your own mind under trials, unle{s 
you are aman of prayer. 

Where can you go for counfel, 
comfort and direGtion, under the 
trials of the minifter, and the pecu- 
lar trials and more arduous labors 
of the miffionary, who has the 
care of many churches and the 
oppofition of many and peculiar 
enemies—where can you go but 
unto God ? You will by your fit- 
uation, be deprived of the counfel 
and advice of your fathers and 
brethren in the miniftry, when 
you may feel that they are pecu- 
harly defirable, and needful ; but 
you will not be deprived of the 
prefence of God. He will be 
ready to hear, if you feek to him, 
and to give you counfel and com- 
fort from his word, through the 
teaching and influence of his Spi- 
rit. Improve therefore the pre- 
cious privilege, and be much in 
prayer. 

Be confifent alfo in your con- 
feffion of Chrift.. Maintaina ho- 
ly walk and converfation, and 
pray that you may not deftroy 
the fouls of others, nor bring a 
reproach upon the facred office, 
by a loofe and unholy life. ** Let 
noman defpife thy youth ; but 
be thon an example of the belie- 
vers in’ word, in converfation, in 
charity, in fpirit, in faith, in puri- 
ty.” Give attendance to reading 
—efpecially the word of God :. - 
That contains your inftruGtions, 
and is your principal armor. , Be 
therefore familiar with it. oy 

Be faithful alfo in preaching 
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the gofpel, wherever you are cal- 
led. Declare the whole counfel 
of God. Keep back nothing.— 
Fear not to let the whole char- 
acter of God come out to view.— 
Fear not to let the real character, 
and entire dependence of fin- 


ners be known. While youchoofe | 


acceptable words, carefully avoid 


’ that temporizing fpirit which would | 
conceal the fearching and humbling | 


truths of the gofpel under fpe- 
cious coverings. How many, 
alas! in this way, handle the 
word of God deceitfully ! The 
words of fuch ftill not the enemy, 
- neither do they difpleafe, becaufe 
_ they ftrike not at the foundations 
of his kingdom. Remember, 


Brother, to guard you from un- | 


faithfulnefs in this refpect, to 
which there are fo many tempta- 


tions from the fear of man, and a | 


regard to popular applaufe—re- 
member that you are a dying man, 
-andthat you preach to dying men. 


Shortly you mutt ftand at the bar 


of God, and give an account of 
your flewardfhip. Remember that 
there will probably, be many un- 
faithful minifters at the left hand 
of Chrift at his appearing, whofe 
guilt will be awfully aggravated. 
The blood of fouls will be requir- 
ed at their hands. But we hope 
‘better things of you, Brother ; 
yea we have a charitable confi- 
dence in you. We hope and truit 
that the grace of God is in your 
heart ; and that it is and will con- 
* tinue to be your prayer, that you 
may be faiihful. This is the 
prayer of God’s people, this day. 
We commend you to God and 
the guidance of his Spirit ; and 
we will continue to commend you. 
We will remember you in our 
prayers, when you fhall be gone 
 fromus to the fieldof your arduous 
labors. May the Lord be with 


you, wherever in his Providence, | 
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you fhall be called—give you 
ftrength according to your day 
and perfect firength out of your — 
mouth to ftill the enemy and aven= — 
ger—May the blefling of many 
ready to perifh, come upon you, 
and may you have many fouls, 
who fhall be feals of your minif- 
try, and the crowns of your re 
joicing in the day of the Lord 
Jefus. Amen. 


An Addrefs to the Churches and 
Congregations, from the Congre= 
gational Miffionary Society, orige 
inated in the counties of Berk- 


JSrire and Columbia. 


BRETHREN and FRIENDS, 
HE obje&t which the Soci- 
ety has in view is no lefs 

than the advancement of the kings 
dom of Chrift in the extenfive 
new fettlements of our country, 
and among heathen nations.— 
The profpects of fuccefs at the 
time of the inftitution of this So- 
ciety, in the year 1798, were 
doubtful. The number was then 
{mall, confilting of about twenty 
minifters, and a few ferious breth- 
ren of the churches, and others 
benevolently difpofed. They were 
deftitute of funds, except their 
own entrance money, nor had 
they any where to look, for pe 
cuniary aid, but to the charity 
of the people. 

Notwithftanding alldifcourage- 
ments, the fociety refolved to 
make efforts to carry into effe& 
the great end which it contem- 
plated, trufting the event in the 
hand of the head of the church. 
As Chrift is always pleafed 
with endeavors of this nature, 
the fociety took courage, and 
the efforts have been fuccefs- 
ful. Individuals and congrega- 
tions have been excited to liberal- 
ity, in contributing for the fup- 
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port ‘of Miffionaries; and Mif- 


fionaries have been induced to 
undertake the arduous work, 
with but a bare fupport. 

The Miffionaries from this fo- 
ciety, have been fent chiefly to 
the new fettlements, lying weft~ 
ward of thefe northern States.— 
Their inftruGiions from the Truf- 
tees have been, to travel from 
place to place; preach to. fuch 
people as cannot, obtain preach- 
ing for themfelves ; confer with 
people, publicly and privately, 
on the things of religion ; form 
churches, and adminifter the or- 
dinances, when they judge prop- 
er ; and in fine, to do every thing 
in their power to build up Zion. 

Journals of the labors and fuc- 
cefs of the Miifionaries have been 
duly exhibited to the Truftees. 
By thefe, and by verbal informa- 
tion, as well as by many affec- 
tionate and grateful letters from 
the people in the new fettlements, 
it appears, that their labors have 
been abundant, and fuccefs en- 
couraging. ‘They have preached 
almoft daily, attended many con- 
ferences, and church-meetings, 
adminittered. the ordinances: fre- 
quently, and colleéted churches. 
It appears, that much has been 
done to revive family religion, and 
to excite attention to the duties 
of the Lord’s day;. that they 
have, in fome inftances, been in- 
firumental of promoting /pecial 
awakenings, which have been at- 
tended with the hopeful conver- 
fion of many ; by which the chur- 
ches have been edified, and the 
hearts of Chriftians gladdened. 

Encouraged by thefe pleafing 
confiderations, and-imprefled with 
a fenfe of the riches of divine 
mercy, in: fucceeding palt ef- 
forts; the fociety feel ftrong ob- 
Nigations to perfevere. A great 
and elfeCtual door is opened, to 
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the weftward and elfewhere, for 
a difplay of the moft ardent zeal 
for the glory of God, and the 
good of mankind. The territory 
of new fettlements in the weft, is 
already more extenfive, than all 
the old fettlements in the New- 
England States. The moft of 
the people in that great tra& are, 
by their circumftances, deprived 
of the preaching of the gofpel. 
Their children are liable to: grow 
up in ignorance of religion, and 
forgetfulnefs of the holy fabbath. 

And even your neighbors and 
friends, who emigrate in middle 
age, are liable, gradually to lofe 
the religious imprefflions, and the 
habits of ferioufnefs, which they 
contracted under the peculiar ad- 
vantages of the older fettlements 
ofthe country. Chriftians, feat- 
tered abroad in the new country, 
are mourning under thefe evils ; 
and praying the Lord of the har- 
veit to fend forth laborers into his 
harvett. 

The condition of thefe emi- 
grants, confidered in a religious 
view, is unhappy, and calls on 
youtoimbibe the feelings of acom- 
paffionate friend, and to exprefs 
them by contributing a portion 
of your abundance, to fend Mif- 
fionaries for their inftru@tion and 
encouragement. The mite of the 
widow will be as acceptable to 
nee. of the 
rich ; and be it more’ or lefs that 
you beftow, the whole will be 
appropriated for the benefit of ° 
your brethren in the new fettle- 
ments, or for the benefit. of the 
heathen. 

The experience ofall paft ages 
proves, that preachers of the gof- 
pel are effential to the very exift- 
ence of religion. The people in 
our new fettlements will, doubt- 
lefs, gradually lofe fight of the. 
gofpel, and fink into heathenifm,’ 
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if they, fora long time, remain | have been made, on both fides of 


deftitute of faithful preachers. If | the Atlantic. | Miffionaries are = 


therefore, you have any regard | now abroad in various parts of, 
for their {piritual intereft ; if} the world, preaching the gofpel 
you wifh well to the nation, of | of Jefus Chrift. Poor blacks in 
which they, as well.as you, are Africa, ignorant Hottentots on the 
members ; if you are well withers Cape of Good-Hope, and the mifer- 
to Zion, the city of our God, | able inhabitants of the Laft-Ladies 
exert yourfelves. Your charity, | andof the Sowth Sea Iflands, are 
if done with a Chriftian {pirit, hearing the gofpel from the voice 
will be returned to you an hun- | of Miffionaries. American. Mif- 
dred fold. Open, therefore your | fionaries are laboring in the new 
hearts and your hands. Is it a! fettlements, where there is con- 
great thing, out of your abun-| tinual need of a much greater 
dance, to part with a little, for| number. “ The harveft is plen- 
the glory of Him, who gives you | teous and the laborers are few.?? 
all things? Be perfuaded to do} Several are among the Indian 
fomething, that your brethren in tribes, and there, the.field is-al- 
the wildernefs, and, if poffible, | moft boundlefs. 
even their heathen neighbors, | The work which is thus .be- 
may have a fhare with you in the | gun, isa great and good :work, 
riches of Chrift. It has taken place, as we conceive, 
The gofpel is the greateft ex- | in confequence of the Jate.effu- 
ternal favor, that God ever be- | fions of the Holy Spirit, both in 
ftowed on finful men. It curbs | Europe and America. And while 
corrupt paflions—meliorates fav- | God’s Spirit is poured out, it is 
age ferocity—forms men into har- | hoped, that a ftandard will be 
monious fociety, and Jays a broad | fupported againft the enemies.of 
foundation for peace and happi- | Chrift’s kingdom. 
nefs. It exhibits afyftemof truth, The great body of men.confift- 
fuited to enlarge the underftand- | ing of Miffionaries, members of 
ing, and give pleafure to the be- | focieties, and other benefactors, 
nevolent heart. It tendersapar-| are united in one caufe; The 
don to the guilty, and points out | caufe is the difplay of the glory 
the way to eternal life. Thofe! of the ever bleffed God, in the 
therefore, are doing the greatett | falvation of finful men. 
poffible kindnefs to their fellow Avife, Brethren, and come for- 
men, who are ufing the beft means | ward éo the help of the Lord againft 
to propagate the gofpel. the mighty, who wifh to blot out 
In the prefent day great efforts | the Chriftian name. , Be anima- 
are made to fpread the knowledge | ted in this glorious caufe : Join 
of the Redeemer among mankind. | with thofe who are on the Lord’s 
More, perhaps, has been done for | fide: Open your bountiful hands, 
this purpofe, within the laft five | to promote the great defigns 
or fix years, than in half a ceritu- | Open your hearts to embrace the 
ry before. Miffionary Societies | gofpel; and pray fervently, that 
have been formedin various parts | the knowledge .of our Saviour 
of Europe, calculated for very | may {pread through all parts of 
extenfive operations. A number | our nation, through the Indian 
of focieties are lately formed in } tribes, and through the world. 
America. Liberal contributions 
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THE Rev. Beriah Hotchkin 
went ona Miffion in the Summer 
of 1798, in the county of Onta- 
rio and its vicinities ; was abfent 
58 days, rode 646 miles, and 
preached 41 Sermons. 

The Rev. 2/eph Badger, went 
on a Miffion, at the fame time to 
the Sufquehannah country ; was 
abfent 90 days, rode 935 miles, 
preached 67 times, formed one 
church, adminiftered the Lord’s 
Supper once, admitted 2 members 
into the church, and baptized 12 
children. 

The Rev. Fofeph Avery went 
on a Miffion in the Summer of 
1799, to the county of Ontario ; 
was abfent 13 weeks, rode 1026 
miles, preached 45 fermons, at- 
tended 32 religious conferences, 
formed one church, attended the 
examination of 44 perfons for ad- 


miffion to the churches, admitted 


16 into churches, baptized 10 
adult perfons, and 45 children. 
In the Fall of 1799, he fpent 13 
weeks on a Miffion to the county 
of Ontario and its vicinities ; 
preached 50 fermons, attended 
28 religious conferences, and 8 
church meetings ; gathered one 
church, examined 6 perfons for 
admiflion to the churches, admit- 
ted g members, baptized 29 per- 


* fons, and adminiftered the facra-_ 


ment 
times. 

In the beginning of the year 
1800, Mr. Abiel Fones, a candi- 
date preacher, fpent 4 weeks in 
the county of Ontario ; preach- 
ed 24 fermons, attended feveral 
conferences, and performed other 
Miffionary labors. 

The Rev. Samue? Fuller, in the 


of the Lord’s fupper 3 


‘beginning of the year 1800, ferv- 


ed-12 weeks in the counties of 
Onondaga, Cayuga, and their 
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vicinities ; rode 707 miles, preach- 
ed 56 times, attended 11 confer- 
ences, examined 14 perfons for 
church-memberfhip, formed one 
church, adminiftered the facra- 
ment of the Lord’s fupper once, 
and baptized two adults, and 14 
children. 

In the Summer of 1800, the 
Rev. David Perry labored 13 
weeks in the weftern country, 
rode. 1200 miles, preached 106 
times, attended: 7 religious con- 
ferences, adminiftered the Lord’s 
fupper 3 times, collefted one 
church, baptized 26 perfons, and 
taught from houfe to houfe. 

Jn the Summer of 1800, the 

Rev. Nathaniel Turner ferved as. 
a Miffionary 8 weeks, in the State 
of Vermont ; rode 770 miles, 
preached 58 times, attended 3 
church meetings and three con- 
ferences ; baptized 11 perfons, 
formed one church, and affifted 
in uniting two fmall churches in 
one. 
_ At the fame time, the Rev. 
Timothy Woodbridge ferved as a 
Miffionary 8 weeks, to the Weft 
of Lake George, from * whofe 
journal it appears, that he rode 
421 miles, preached 33 times, 
made 17 family vifits, formed one 
church, adminiftered the Lord’s 
fupper once, and baptized 7 chil- 
dren. 

Mr. Woodbridge, the winter fol- 
| lowing, performed 12 weeks more 
lof miffionary fervice, in the fame 

country, rode 435 miles, preach- 
ed 49 times, made ten family vif. 
its and 3 fchool vifits, and bapti- 
zed one child. 

In the winter of 1801, Mr, 
Abiel Fones ferved 8 weeks in the 
weftern country, rode 300 miles, 
and preached 36 fermons. 

Inthe fummer of 1801, Rev. 
Aaron Bafcom performed a miffion 
of 12 weeks in the wettern parts 
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of the State of New-York, rode | Mr. Porter and Mr.. Harrower 


861 miles, vifited 159 families, | have been or now are émployed— 
baptized 7 perfons, attended 4 | in Luzerne county and parts ad-— 
conferences, vifited 8 {chools, for- | joining ; Mr. Perry in Genefee ; 
med one church, and preached | and Mr. Worcefter in the North- 
102 fermons. welt part of Vermont. 

In additiontothefe miffionaries, 


JA Statement of the Funds of the Congregational Miffionary Society, crig- 
inated in the Counties of Berkfhire and Columbia, and the expenditures of 
the Funds, from Fuly 1798, to September 1801. 


Account of Monies received by the Treafurer. 


1798. Dea, 
Feb. Received entrance money from fundry members, 230 LO 
Contribution from the people in Spencertown, 5 64 
_ Aprilto June. Entrance money from five members, 5 
Contribution from. Green-River, % 82 
Sept. Entrance money and private donation, 3 
Contribution from New-Lebanon, 7 80 
Entrance money from nine members, 9 
A contribution from Weft. Stockbridge, Dp 
Od. A contribution from New-Marlborough, 8 . 67 
On a fubfcription for printing the Conftitution, &c. 15 16 
1799. May. A contribution from Middlefield, 14 68 
A. contribution from Chefter, 16 4r 
A contribution from Pittsfield, 21-83 
A. contribution fiom Green River, 4 86 
Auguitt, From Rev. Beriah Hotchkin, collected on a miffion, 8 68 
” Sept. Entrance money and annual dues fron: members, 26 96 
From Rev. Jofeph Badger, collected on a miffion, Teens 
A contribution from Lee, f 19 64 
A contribution from Cornwall, (Vt.) 30 12 
From Rev. Jacob Avery, collected on amiffion, 15 90 
1800. Jan. A coatribution from Sheffield, ~ Ea | 07 
From Rev. Benjamin Woofter, Vermont, F 
From Rev. Jacob Catlin, colle&ed on a miffion, 13 « 36 
Annual due of two menibers, ae 
April. A. contribution from Stockbridge, 56 7% 
A contribution from Richmond, Iz 750 
A contribution from Spencertown, 150 43 
Sept. From Mrs. Phebe Stevens, ona donation made by Rev. 
John Stevens, deceafed, 17 
A donation from Mrs. Deane, of Richmond, 25 
A private donation, 3 
From Rev. David Perry, collected on a miffion, 44 5% 
A contribution from Pittsfield, 28-70 
From Rey. Timothy Woodbridge, collected on a miflion, 3 94 
From Rev. Samuel Fuller, collected ona miffion, 5 62 
From Rey. Nathaniel Turner, colieted on a million, 50 
Entrance monies and annual dues from members, 43 
1801. June. A contribution from Shefield, 12 62 
A contribution from Stockbridge, 67 34 


July. A contribution from New-Marlborough, IL Az 


Berk fire Miffionary Society. [Nov, 


t Dai. © 
A contribution from Gofhen, Maff. 1S 39° 
Donation from Rev. Daniel Collins, 2 
- Donation from Rev. Gideon Hawley, 2 
Donation from Mirs, Lydia Codner, 5 § 7 
From Rev. Timothy Woodbridge, collected on a miffion, 8 42 
s A contribution from Pittsfield, 17 86 
See Entrance money and annual dues from members, 28 
™ A private donation, _ 2 20 
A donation from Rev. Nath, Turner, I 
A donation from Elifha Lee, Efq. Site 


Dolls. 698 77 


AN ACCOUNT : 
Of the expenditures of the Funds, by order of the Trufees of the Soczety. 


1798, 2 Daa ¢, 
July. Paid Rev. Jofeph Badger for 12 weeks miffion te Sufque- 
hannah and Chenango, his pulpit being fupplied by 


neighboring minifters, 30 
Aug. to Sept. 1799. Paid Rev. Betiah Hotchkin for 3 weeks miffion 
to the county of Ontario, "AT 65 
Paid Roffeter & Willard for printing the conftitution, 18 


1799. May to Sept, Paid Rev. Jofeph Avery for 12 weeks Miffion to 
thé county of Ontario, &c. his pulpit being fupplied by 
neighboring minifters, ‘ 


40 
Paid Rev. Ifaac Babbit for fupplying Mr. Avery’s pulpit 
one fabbath, 2 4 
1800, Jan. Paid Rev. Jacob Catlin for 14 weeks miffion to the coun- 
ty of Ontario, his pulpit being fupplied, 40 
Paid Rev. Samuel Fuller, for 12 weeks miffion to the 
county of Ontario, 7% 
Paid Mr. Abiel Jones for 4 weeks miffion to the county 
of Ontario and its vicinities, 3 2A 
April. Paid Rev. Jacob Catlin for 50 pamphlets, the pofthumous 
works of Rev. John Stevens, deceafed, I 
Sept. _ Paid Rev. David Perry for 13 weeks miflion to Onondago 
pt and its vicinity, his pulpit being fupplied, 45 
Paid Rev. Timothy Woodbridge for 8 weeks miffion to the 
weltward of Lake George, 48 
October. Paid Rev. Nathaniel Turner for 5 weeks miffion to Ver- 
mont, his pulpit being {upplied, 16 67 
1801,Sep. Paid Rev. Timothy Woodbridge for 12 weeks miffion 
: to the weftward of Lake George, 72 
Paid Mr. Abiel Jones to engage him on a miffion to the 
weftward, 24 
Paid Rev. Samuel Fuller, to engage him on a miffion tothe 
weitward, Lo 
Paid Rev. Jacob Catlin for a Treafurer’s book, 67 
49% 99 


Total Received, 698 77 
Total paid out, 49% 99 
tn Treafury, Dolls. 205 78 


Crees meee 
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A hint to wealthy Chriftians. 
HE following thoughts are 
T not addreffed to cold, for- 
mal or hypocritical profeffors, 
but to thofe who love our Lord 
Jefus Chrift in fincerity, who have 
the fame mind which was in him, 
who have his Spirit dwelling in 
them, who know ii a meafure 
the terrors of the Lord, the worth 
of immortal fouls, who have tafted 
that the Lord is gracious and who 
have fome zeal for the advance- 
ment of the Redeemer’s kingdom 
in the world. 

You cannot be infenfible, dear 
and refpected brethren, how high- 
ly you are favored. In connec- 
tion with an abundance of the 
good things of the prefent life, 
you have alfo beftowed upon you 
the unfpeakably richer bleflings 
of the covenant of grace. Under 
an affecting fenfe of the manifold 
bleffings your heavenly Father 
hath conferred upon you, you 
have doubtlefs been led individu- 
ally to adopt the language of the 
Pfalmift and make the grateful 
enquiry, ‘“ What fhall I render 
to the Lord for all his benefits to 
me :”? Difpofed alfo to reply in 
the language of the fame devo- 

‘tion, “ I will take the cup of fal- 
vation and call on the name of the 
Lord,” it is hoped the hint fug- 
gefted in thefe lines will not be un- 
acceptable to you. 

Taking the cup of falvation 
yourfelves, furely you will with to 
pledge your fellow creatures with 
the fame, and to this end, witha 
fervent importunity calling on the 
name of the Lord, you will feel 
it incumbent upon you to make 
exertions according to the ability 
with which you are furnifhed by 
a bountiful providence. 

Thro’ the kind ordering of the 
great head of the church provifionis 
made and making for fending forth 
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j heralds of the everlafting gofpel 
| to new and diftant fettlements and 
among the favage tribes. The 
harveit truly is plenteous but the 
laborers are few. 


re 
aa 


And what pro- 


vifion is made to increafe their — 


number 2 Are there not pious 
youth of good genius, who long 
for an education that they may 
be prepared to go forth in the fer- 
vice ? But alas, they want the 
means—they have no ability to 
defray the expenfe. And to 
fend forth raw, undifciplined 
troops in this arduous fervice 
would tend to fink the eftimation 
of the miniftry and injurethecaufe. 

You, Chriftian gentlemen, are 
furnifhed with the means of nur- 
turing thefe promifing youth for 
the noble purpofe. And in the 
name of our adorable and benev- 
olent Jefus who for you fakes be. 
came poor that ye through his 
poverty might be rich, can a por- 
tion of -your property be appro- 
priated to a more benevolent and 
important ufe ? From the mind 
which was in Chrift and the fpirit 
of his gofpel, have you not reafon 
to conclude that fuch an appro- 
priation would meet his warmeft 


approbation ? And would it not, 


entitle you to a reward in the 
great day, better than thoufands 
of gold and filver ? In this way 
chow many friends may you make 
to yourfelves of the mammon of 
unrighteoufnefs, that when ye fail 
they may receive you into ever 
lafting habitations. 

Suppofing one of you fhould 
fele€t a youth and charge yourfelf 
with his education for the gofpel 
miniftry, and your inventory fhould 
in confequence be one thoufand 
dollars lefs, would you have any 
reafon to regret the expenditure 
when feveral thoufands yet re. 
mained for your heirs? Behold 
the dear youth the object of your 
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benevolence through your inftru- 
mentality rendered capable of do- 
ing fervice to mankind of more 
value than many thoufands ! Hear 
him exprefs his gratitude to you 
lis noble benefactor, and’ render 
‘thanks and praife to that gracious 
God who put it into your heart. 
If his labors be ftated, fee a 
church built up under his minif- 
try, or if itinerant, behold one 
congregation after another hang- 
ing upon his lips, numbers awa- 
Kened to a fenfe of their perifhing 
condition, made acquainted with 
the glorious gofpel and led'to put 
their truft in Jefus! Imagine 
thyfelf where indeed thou’ wilt 
fhortly be, in the prefence of thy 
giorious Redeemer above, fur- 
rounded with thefe happy fouls, 
accompanied by the honored and 
happy inftrument of their con- 
verfion, foftered and raifed up by 
thy benevolent hand ; muft it not 
afford thy pious heart the moft 
exquilite fatisfaGtion ? Canft thou 
conceive of any way in which an 
appropriation of a portion of thy 
property with the divine bleffing, 
may turn to better account ? 

Or ifthe expenfe be thought 
too heavy for thee as an indivi- 
dual, induce one or more of thy 
Chriftian brethren in fimilar cir- 
cumftances, to unite with thee and 
fo jointly carry into effeét the 
grand defign. 

As you fupremely love the 
Lord Jefus Chrift and would with 
to approve yourfelves to him as 
faithful ftewards, be intreated, dear 
brethren, to take the fubje€ into 
your ferious confideration, and 
let a word to the wife be fufficient. 

PRIEEO, 


MISSIONARIES. | 
The Rev. Alex. Gillet lately re- 


Miffionaries. 
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turned from a miffion of 4 months 
to the northern parts of Vermont. 

The Rev. Yames W. Wood- 
ward, foon atter his ordination, 
entered ona miffion to the fouth- 
ern counties in the weftern part of 
New-York, and. the northern 
counties in Pennfylvania. 

The Rev. Yohn Willard, jun. 
has lately commenced a miffionary 
tour to the new fettlements on 
Conneéticut River in the ftates of 
Vermont and New-Hamphhire ; 
and the Rev. Samuel Leonard to 
the northern counties of Vermont. 

The other miffionaries now in 
the fervice of the Miffionary So- 
ciety of Conneéticut, are Rev. 
Mefirs. Badger and Chapman in 
New-Connecticut ; Rev. 5S. Wil- 
lifton in the weftern counties of 
New-York; Rev. F. Bufhnell 
either in New-York ftate or Ver- 
mont, and Rev. W. F. Miller 
in the northern part of New- 
York weft of Lake Champlain. 
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» COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL. 


The Lord’ s-day Morning. % 
ne ELCOME bright Morn, with 
glad furprife, 
Which faw our bleffed Lord arife, 
And leave the prifon of the tomb, 
To rife torealms to us unknown. 


2. Triumphant thought, bleft Jefus rofe, 
«And trampled o’er his cruel foes 5 

He brake the bands of death in twain, 
He lives and fhall forever reign. 


3. He fends his bleffed Spirit down, 
To fit us fora glorious crown ; 

Enlightening grace he freely gives, 
‘Vhe finner looks to him and lives. 


4. Forever blefied be his name, 

Forever may 1 fing his fame ; 

Let time more Iwiftly glide along, 

That I may join the Heavenly Song. 
TACITUS. ° 


Donation to the Mifionary Society of ConneGicut. 


Obadiah Gore of Shefhequin, Pennfylvania, © - 


3 Dolls 38 Cts. 


tie 


Connecticut Evangelical Magazine. ; 


{PUBLISHED ACCORDING TO ACT oF concREss.} 


& 


Vow. IIL] 


On the divine government. 
HE government which God 
exercifes over this world 
may be confidered as adminiftered 
in three great departments,—his 
moral law—the gofpel of his 
‘grace—and his univerfal provi- 
dence. It is true that the term 
univerfal providence, taken in its 
moit comprehenfive fignification, 
is expreflive of his whole govern- 
ment ; but his law and gofpel are 
fuch important parts of his gov- 
ernment, that they demand a par- 
ticular and feparate confideration. 
They are often diftin@ly confid- 
ered in this way in the holy fcrip- 
tures, andthey will be fo viewed 
in this paper. 

Let us firft confider his moral 
government, adminiftered accord- 
ing to his holy law.—When God 
had created rational, moral agents 
in this world, it became neceflary 
for their happinefs, that they 
fhould have fome ftandard of rec- 
titude, and inftructions by which 
they might govern themfelves, fo 
as to live in union, and promote 
the general happinefs. It was 
alfo neceflary that this fhould be 


given in a law of infinite obliga-. 


tion, and fupported by proper 
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penalties, or the directions would 
be without effet, and efpecially 
after the apoftacy, would be held 
in contempt. Without a law with 
proper penalties men would be 
left entirely to their own inclina- 
tions, and in a ftate of perfeét an- 
archy and confufion. All would 
purfue the gratification of their 
own propenfities ‘and paffions, 
without attention to obligation, 
or regard to the general good. 
There was no creature who‘ had 
authority to give law to the world, 
none able to carry one into exe- 
cution, and none who could pro- 
vide any meafures to unite and 
harmonize the interefts and ‘affec- 
tions-of mankind, fo as to fecure 
their happinefs. God’s benevo- 
lence, his rights as creator, and 
the perfections of his nature for- 
bad him to leave them in a condi- 
tion fo deplorable. He therefore 
ordained a government over his 
creatures in which he confulted 
their good as well as his own glo. 
ry. Asit is written, “ And now, 
Ifrael, what doth the Lord thy 
God require of thee, but to fear 
the Lord thy God, to walk in 
his ways, and to love him, and 
to ferve the Lord thy God with 
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all thy heart, and with all thy foul, 
to keep the commandments of the 
Lord, and his ftatutes which I 
command thee this day for thy 
’*good ?” 
~~ The laws which God has given 
are founded on the fimple princi- 
ple of impartial goodnefs. “Thou 
fhalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thine heart,—and thy neigh- 
bor as thyfelf.””? It is the plain 
defign of this law to direét us to 
fuch an holy love, as would ce- 
ment us together in union andhar- 
mony, as: one heart and one foul, 
united under one great head, the 
creator,and benefactor of the 
whole.—It is often faid that God 
governs the world for his own 
glory. No doubt he does. He 
knows his fuperior excellency, 
and he demands a fupreme ref- 
pect. Andthe government which 
he exercifes reflets the higheft 
glory on. himfelf, and manifefts 
his goodnefs and excellency to his 
creatures. He is glorious in rul- 
ing for the happinefs of his fub- 
jects. The difplays of his good- 
nefs are the principal fource of 
their happinefs, and he thus en- 
riches them with the knowledge 
of his perfections. But we are 
not to conceive that it is the pride 
of dominion that regulates his 
government. Far otherwife : he 
delights to gratify his benevo- 
lence by enriching his creatures 
with the benefit of the beft laws, 
and of knowing and confiding in 
his own goodnefs. and perfection. 
The love which this law re- 
quires, as our principle of action, 
is expeCted to fill the whole heart, 
and flow forth in every dire€tion. 
It is to govern all our condué, 
in every relation towards God and 
man. God, becaufe he is infin- 
itely great and good, is to be ref- 
pected with all our hearts, and 
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on a level with ourfelves, are ta 
be loved as ourfelves. Where this 
love has full pofleffion of the hearty. 
there is no place left for any fel- 
fith or partial affections. It is 
a {pirit of pure good will. 

It is neceflary further to re- 
mark, that this divine law is fanc- 
tioned with penalties, equal to 
the evil of difobedience. Such 
as refiit the authority of God,, 


-and rejeé&t his law, are to be cut 


off from his favor, and excluded 
from all the bleffings which arife 
fromthe fociety and, fellowfhip of 
thofe who adopt the harmonizing 
fpirit, which. the law requires.— 
This difobedience, and the per- 
nicious f{pirit of felfifhnefs, which 
is the eppofite of holy love, tends: 
to infinite mifchief. The difobe- 
dient are therefore fentenced to 
everlafting punifhment. This fen- 
tence,,duly executed, fupports the 
law, and fo benefits the ohedient ; 
manifefts God’s regard to his peo- 
ple, and glorifies. his juftice.— 
Such is the moral government of 
God. ‘The law is holy, and the 
commandment is holy, and juit, 
and good.’ 

Let us now attend to God’s 
kingdom of grace, revealed in the 
gofpel, which may be called the 
fecond great department of divine 
government.—The apoftacy from 
God, and our difobedience to his 
law, gave occafion for this dif- 
penfation.—God beheld the world 
dead in trefpafles and fins The 
law of God, his juftice,and our 
guilt, demanded the execution of 
the penalty, Godfaw our cafe, 
that there was none to fave, none 
who could render an atonement, no 
creature who could render it juft 
thathe fhould be the juftifier of fin- 
ners. And yet he faw, that. this 
mightbe done; andhis benevolence © 
difpofed him to refolve it fhould 


eur fellow creatures, who ftand | be accomplifhed.. Chrift under 
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took to render the atonement, 
and be a mediator. The Holy 
‘Spirit undertook to renew and 
fanctify the eleét, and the Father 
gave unto the Son fo many as 
were necellary, that he might fee 
of the travail of his foul and be 
fatisfied.—Here is a foundation 
daid for God to exercife his mer- 
cy in the view of all his creatures, 
and for finners to become recon- 
ciled to God, and be reinftated 
in his faver. T’heterms, on which 
this falvation is offered, are a pen- 
itent, dutiful fubmiffion to God, 
and faith in Chrift.—The ‘period 
for acceptance is limited to this 
life, and the whole is publifhed to 
man as matter of pure grace, 
and in the iffue, judgment will 
pafs according to our acceptance 
or rejetion of the Redeemer. 

In this difpenfation, the law is 
magnified and made honorable by 
the obedience and fufferings of 
Chrift, and is, if poflible, better 
eftablifhed, ‘than af it had never 
been difobeyed, or than if its curfe 
had been dire€tly inflitted on-ev- 
ery tranfgreffor. God has alfo 
more fully manifefted to his crea- 
tures his wifdom, gooduefs, jul 
tice, and mercy, than could other- 
avife have been done in our world. 
All his dutiful fubje&ts will have 
the everlafting benefit of thefe 
rich difcoveries of his glory.— 
Jn providing this falvation, an 
aftonifhing facrifice was made, 
avhich will forever remain the 
wonder of heaven ;—God mani- 
feft in the flefh—hving—fuffering 
—defpifed—dying, interceding for 
finners, and receiving them mto 
favor!!! 

It fhould be noticed that the gof- 
pel, aswell asthe law, has its threat- 
tings and penalties. The unbe- 
— diever will not only be excluded 
from the benefit of grace, but his 
punithment will be unfpeakably 
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enhanced by his rejection of the 
Son of God. “ He that believ- 
eth not is condemned already, be- 
caufe he hath not believed in the 
name of the only begotten Son 
of God.” Such contempt of the 
mercy of God, and of his glorious 
Son, is infufferable, and cannot’ be 
paffed over without making the 
guilty the moit awful examples of 
diftinguifhed wrath.” 

It is a melancholy confidera- 
tion, that this difpenfation of 
grace is rejected by our world.— 
All with one -confent would'be 
excufed from complying with its 
invitations. God therefore fends 
his Spirit, and renews whom he 
pleafes, and thus brings them to 
repentance and faith in Chrift. 
He fulfils ‘his engagements ‘to 
Chrift, and has mercy on whom 
he-will have mercy.+—This is the 
kingdom of grace; in this God 
reigns. He -has taken it upon 
him to fhow mercy, and -work 
wonders of love, and fo raife to 
himfelf a glorious kingdom from 
the ruins of an'apoftate world. 
By doing this, he greatly increaf- 
es the everlafting happinefs of his 
dutiful fubjeéts in heaven, as well 
as on earth. They will forever 
rejoice the mere exceedingly in 
him, ‘on account of the -difpenta- 
tions of his grace. 

The third great department of 
divine government remains to be 
conftdered. This is a univerfal 
providence—a direGtion of all 
worlds, things and events, fo that 
they may all anfwer their end, in 
difplaying God, and promoting 
the greatelt bleifednefs of the uni- 
verfe, 

Creatures need fuch a provi- 
dence. The natural world needs 
to be managed for the produion 
of food, raiment, health and com- 
fort, which depend on innumera~ 
ble things. he moral :world 
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needs as much attention, in all its 
relations. The wrath of man 


-. mutt praife God, and the remain- 


der of it be reftrained. There 
was no creature who had wifdom 
for this,—none who had power, 
all were equally feeble and needy. 
But in God there is no want of 
power, or wifdom, or goodnefs ; he 
is infinitely furnifhed for the fole 
management of the whole. He 
will caufe all things to work to- 
gether for the good of them that 
love him, and fuffer nothing to 
take’place, but in fubfervience to 
the greateft happinefs of all who 
unite in the caufe of holinefs.— 
This government of God extends 
to the moft minute events; no- 
thing takes place in vain; the 
hairs of our heads are all number- 
ed ; he clothes the grafs, and not 
2 f{parrow falls to the ground 
without his notice and defign.— 
Here is an infinite field of divine 
agency. He doeth his will in 
heaven above, and in earth be- 
neath. He hears the cries of 
young ravens, and his care is no 
lefs_neceflary to the prefervation 
and bleffednefs of men and angels. 
This agency will produce an in- 
calculable fum of bleffednefs. This 
is the providence of God. 

We have now noticed the law, 
gofpel and providence of God. 
In all thefe adminiftrations the 
Lord reigns, from pure benevo- 
lence, putin exercife by the a@tu- 
al neceffities of his creatures. It 
alfo appears, that the benefits 
which arife to his creatures from 
his government, are immenfe and 
will be continually increafing for- 
ever, and that he reigns only to 
promote and advance the public 
good. 

It follows therefore, that his 
ereatures have no reafons ever to 
diftruft and be jealous of him: 
There is no foundation for any of 
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thofe apprehenfions and conten- 
tions,»which fo often arife between 


the rulers of this world and their > 


fubjects. How can any creature 
complain of God for fetting up his — 
government and taking the charge 
of needy millions and millions up- 
on himfelf ? How can we com- 
plain of the adminiftrations of in- 
finite re€titude and benevolence ? 
On the other hand, is it not fur- 
prifing, that every rational crea- 
ture is not filled with admiration — 
and praife, and united in fenti- 
ments with the ancient faints, fay- 
ing, ‘ The Lord reigneth, let 
the earth rejoice, let the multitude 
of the ifles be glad thereof ?”” 
With what exceeding joy fhould 
we contemplate his abfolute fu- 
premacy, if we were not under 
the influence of an heart oppofed 
to benevolence, and regardlefs _ 
of the general good ? With what 
pleafure fhould wefubmit to hisdo- 
minion, obey his glorious law; ad- 
mire his wondrous grace and con- — 
fide in his benevolent providence ? 
It is certainly far from all rea- 
fon, that there fhould be a fingle 
objection againft God or his do- 
minion. If it fhould be laid afide, _ 
the immediate and total ruin of 
creation would enfue. It is this 
government, which puts happinefs 
within the reach of any intelligent _ 
beings, and it is peculiarly the 
kingdom of grace, which opens 


a way for this finful world to efs 


cape deferved wrath, and be rein- 
{lated in the favor of God. Of 
all creatures, mankind are the far- 
theft, if poffible, from having 
any caufe to be diffatisfied with 
the government of God. 

It is certainly matter of praife, 
that notwithftanding all the abufe 
which God has received from this 
world, he will not withdraw his 
government from us, nor abandon 


the defigns of his grace. But let 
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~ his enemies meditate on thofe aw- 
ful words of Chrift, ‘* Thofe mine 
enemies, who would not that I 
fhould reign over them, bring 
them hither and flay them before 
me.”? ‘Thefe confiderations fhow 
- us the proper grounds of refigna- 
tion. And teach us the propriety 
of what John relates, Rev. xix. 6. 
s¢ And I heard as it were the voice 
of a great multitude, and as the 
voice of many waters, and as the 
voice of mighty thunderings, fay- 
ing, Alleluia: forthe Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth.”” 


DOULOS. 


Harmony of Chriftianity. 
(Continued from p. 182.) 


PART TI. 
Experimental Religion. 

HRISTIANITY is a reli- 
gion of the heart. It has 
its feat in the views and affec- 
tions of the foul. «¢ With the 
heart man believeth unto right- 

eoufnefs.’” 
This however is not peculiar to 
\ Chriftianity. It is true of all 
~ other religions, believed and prac- 
-tifed by men, “Out of the a- 
bundance of the heart, the mouth 
~ fpeaketh.’? The words and ac- 
tions of men are the expreffions of 
the heart. All religion, whether 

true or falfe, is founded there. 
Ais the ftate of the heart ref- 
_ pecting religion, influences the 
practice, fo it receives its moral 
quality from the nature of the af- 
feCtions. In the votaries of falfe 
religion, the affections are excited 
by religious conceptions which 

are falfe, or partial and unjutt. 
The religion of the bible is ef- 
fentially different from all others, 
in many particulars; at prefent 

we notiée that which follows. 

AI other’ religions of which 
wehave any knowledge, prefent 
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a private or perfonal good, as the 
object of purfuit and enjoyment. 
Chriftianity prefents, to thofe 
who embrace it, that happinefs 
which is founded in the views of 
the highett perfection and felicity 
of the moral fyftem. To behold 
this, be active im promoting it, 
and enjoy it, is the higheft. felici- 
ty of a genuine Chriftian. The 


view already taken of dotrinal 


Chriftianity, 
this truth. 

The manifeft contrariety be- 
tween Chriftianity and other reli- 
gions, in this particular, to men- 
tion no other at prefent, accounts 
for fome of the obvious appear- 
ances among men. 

Falfe religion is agreeable to 
the depraved heart of man, as it 
harmonizes with his felfith affec- 
tions. 

Genuine Chriftianity is oppof- 
ed to all fuch affeGtions, and a- 
dapt:d only to thofe which em- 
brace the public good, and are 


clearly  eftablifhes 


| fpiritual, fupernatural and divine. 


The objeéts relifhed and purfu- 
ed by felfifh men, excite averfion 
and difguft to the fpirit of Chri . 
tianity, and what Chriftianity 
taftes and enjoys is difagreeable 
tothe depraved, unfanétifiedheart. 
The truth of thefe obfervations is 
evident from the doftrines which 
have been ftated, from many {crip- 
tura! declarations, and from the 
hiftory of man. We fhall there- 
fore proceed to mention a few 
leading branches of experimental 
religion, as they exilt in the hearts 
of good men, in agreement with 
each other, and with doditrinal 
Chriftianity, of which regenera. 
tion may be confidered as the 
bafis. : 

1. Reconciliation to God.— 
“The carnal mind is enmity a- 
gaint God.” All its moral ex- 
ercifes are of this defcription, ia 
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their tendency and iffue. They 
are the various modifications of 
{clfith affeftions; hence the Deity, 
viewed as oppofed to their wicked 
purpofes, and determined to pun- 
ith fin, is the objeé of their aver- 
fion. 

Indeed, finners at eafe in Zion, 
and under the {miles of profperity, 
often think that they love God ; 
having fome convition that their 
profperity is from him, they are 
pleafed, for finners love thofe 
who love them.”? But in a reverfe 
of circumitances, they repine, and 
in effe&t call him a hard mafter ; 
and when the wicked are enlight- 
ened by the Spirit of God, fo as 
to perceive their danger and that 
God is angry with them and dif. 
pofed to punifh them, for their 
fins, it is common for their hearts 
to rife againft God, and they are 
full of the fenfible exercifes of en- 
mity againit him, becaufe he is 
oppofed to their finful courfe, 
and, as they believe, is\determined 
to punifh them. 

This is abundantly evident from 
numerous cafes ; where the agency 
of the divine Spirit produces, in 
the confciences of finners, that 
conviction of fin and danger which 
is ufually previous to regeneration, 
as is known to all who have been 
converfant with perfons under 
what has been commonly called a 
preparatory work of the Spirit. 
Hence we learn the abfolute ne- 
ceflity of a change of heart in the 
finner, in order to any right affec- 
tions. 

‘© Except a man be born again 
he cannot fee the kingdom of 
God.”? The heart muft be * cir- 
cumcifed to know the Lord,” and 
the law of God written in it, or 
it will never difplay the graces of 
Chriflianity. ‘ 

Reconciliation to God, pre- 
fuppofes the renewing agency of 
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the Holy Spirit, as do all Chriftian 
graces: This implies a conviction | 
of the real charaCter of God, as a 
holy and infinitely perfe@ being ; 
—of the perfections of his gov- 
ernment over man, and that it is 
fit he fhould do what he will with 
hisown. It alfo implies a convic- 
tion that our oppolition to God 
is totally inexcufable, and that he 
is righteous in the punifhment of 
our tranfgreflions, according to 
his threatening. This conviétion 
is attended with a fenfe of heart 
of the fpiritual beauty of his char- 
acter, and the’ moral perfeGion 
of his government, founded in a 
firm belief of the truth and divin. 
ity of his word. 

In fuch views of divine objets, 
the mind refts in God, as an in- 
finite good, and worthy of the 
moft profound adoration. His 
moral and providential govern- 
ment appear to a mind thus af- 
fected, to be divine, and worthy 
of the moft cordial approbation, 
and of fubmiffion and obedience 
from all. 

The finner thus reconciled to 
God, judges and condemns him- 
{elf for all his oppofition. He 
jultifies the divine government in 
its commands, threatenings and 
retributions, and defires to be for- 
ever devoted tothe favor and fer- 
vice of God. 

2. This reconciliation involves 
repentance towards Ged, even 
‘* repentance which is to falva- 
tion not to be repented of? It - 
correfponds to the moral perfec- 
tion of the divine chara@er and 
government, as exifting in the 
mind. He views perfonal tranf- 
greffions with averfion and {elf 
abafement, and approves the con- 
demnation of the guilty. While 
to be pardoned, fanétified and re- 
ftored to the favor and enjoyment 
of God, is viewed as the greatelt 
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-eonceivable difplay of rich and 
fovereign grace. 

3. Juftifying faith is conne&ted 
with repentance and reconciliation 
to God, and is highly effential in 
experimental Chriftianity. This 
confifts in a belief of the gofpel, 
founded on the teftimony of God 
concerning Jefus Chrift, as media- 
tor between God and man; a 
cordial acquiefcence in the gofpel 
method of falvation, and humble 
truft in Chrift for acceptance with 
‘God. 

According to the gofpel, thofe 
who believe in Chrift, are fo uni- 

“ted to him that they are confid- 
ered and treated by God as his 
feed, and admitted to the greateft 
favors on his account ; and as a 
teftimony of the Father’s good 
pleafure in him, they are pardon- 
ed and juttified, and made heirs of 
eternal hfe through him. 

This faith implies all which has 
been mentioned as contained in 
reconciliatian to God, and re- 
pentance for fin. It agrees to 
the doétrines of the mediation 
and atonement of Chrift, and to 
that of the finner’s ftate of con- 

-demnation in himfelf, and his per- 
uhing need of fuch a Saviour. 

It illuftrates and confirms the 
doctrine of regeneration and of 
the free and fovereign grace of 
God in the falvation of finners. 

Regeneration is known by 
the effects produced. Thefe ef- 
fe€ts are thofe Chriftian experi- 
ences which have been mentioned, 
together with all other graces of 
the Spirit. 

This truth is illuftrated by our 
Saviour in the parable of the fow- 
er; inhis fimilitude of the good 
tree and the evil one and their re- 
{pective fruits; for as all trees pro- 
duce their own proper fruit and 
not that of another, even fo the 
fpirit of the world and the {pirit 
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of Chriitianity produce their dif- 
ferent and oppofite effects in the 
hearts and lives of their refpective 
fubjects. ; 

The immediate effet produced 
in the heart by regeneration is an 
enlarged and fublime {pirit, a mind | 
inclined to purfue the good of the 
moral fy{ftem, in diftin@ion from 
all felfifh and perfonal objects, and 
to reft in that good as its portion. 

This is exemplified in all the 
graces of Chriftianity. Inthe view 
of the fulnefs of God, it is fu- 
preme love to him and approba- 
In the 
contemplation of our own char- 
acter it 1s repentance and humility. 
Refpeéting the gofpel it is divine 
faith, Asit terminates on the 
people of God it is brotherly love; 
to the miferable it is mercy ; to 
the affliGed it is pity ; to the wick- 
ed it is forrow and good withes ; 
to enemies it is forgivenefs and 
prayer for their beft good. Un- 
der divine chaftifements it is hu- 
mility and fubmiffion; in affiGtion 
and diftrefs it is fubmiffive pa- 
tience ; in danger it is humble con- 
fidence in God; in profperity it is 
thankful joy, in divine goodnefs, 
in the afflictions of others it is 
fympathy and prayer; in their 
profperity it is joy and the good 
becomes common. 

In contemplating the bleffed 
and holy exercifes of heaven and 
the emptinefs and vanity of earth, 
it is weanednefs from the world 
and heavenly mindednefs.. In the 
contemplation of our own vilenefs 
and the excellence of divine things 
it is ardent longing for conformis 
ty to God. 

In view of his infinite fulnefs, 
and of human guilt and nothing. 
nefs and of the uuiverfal and per- 
fect government of God, and that 
the.tinal iffue of all prefent evil 
will be good, that the wrath of 
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man fhall praife the Lord, andthat 
he will reftrain the remainder of 
wrath, it is rejoicing in God. 
This happy exercife which is be- 
gun by faints on earth, will be 
complete and eternal in heaven. 

Enough has been faid on ex- 
perimental religion to fhew its 
confiftence with itfelf, the har- 
mony of its parts with each other, 
and with the doétrines of Chnf- 
tianity. -We proceed, laftly to 
confider the leading branches of 
practical religion, and mark their 
agreement with each other, and 
with Chriftianity as it exifts in the 
doGtrines of the bible and the ex- 
perience of Chriftians. 


PART IIL. 
Praétical Chriftianity. 


THE pradtical duties of 
Chriftianity evince the tendency 
of its doctrines ; they exemplify 
the inward exercifes of experimen- 
tal religion, and they confft in 
keeping the commandments of 
God. 

The dogtrines of the bible con- 
eerning that original, independent 
and eternal being, prefent him to 
the mind as pofleffed of infinite 
moral perfeCtion, the creator and 
proprietor of the world and of 
man, the rightful Lord of all, 
and the only proper objeét of all 
religious worfhip and adoration, 
and worthy of unreferved obedi- 
ence and fubmiffion from his cre- 
atures. 

Experimental Chriftianity clear- 
ly fupports the do€trines refpect- 
ing the fulnefs of God, and his 
relations to man, and the fitnefs 
of his univerfal government. 

Pratical Chrittianity confifts in 
the exhibition of this do¢trine in 
a courfe of actions conformed to 
the divine commands. ‘It is the 
expreffion of the héart in the ex- 
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ternal as of divine worthip, and 
in keeping God’s commands. : 

It confifts in doing that which 
the do€trines of {cripture and the — 
experience of good men agtree in 
aflerting ought to be done. The 
commands of Chriftianity are its 
doétrines andthe experiences of 
Chriftians, cloathed in the garb of 
divine authority, a conformity to 
thefe is practical Chriftianity. 

Divine faith is an effential part 
of experimental Chriftianity ; it 
refts on the fcripture doétrine of 
redemption by Chrift. In prac- 
tice, it is the work of faith and 
labor of love. Faith overcomes 
the world, and teaches the believ- 
er to live above it, and have his 
converfation in heaven while he 
dwelleth on the earth. 

The genuine Chrittian  look- 
eth not at the things which are 
feen, but at the things which are 
not feen.”’ 

The doétrines of Chriltianity 
uniformly teach, that the honor of 
God and the beft good of his 
kingdom ought to regulate our 
actions and purfuits, in diftinc. 
tion from all private and perfonal 
confiderations. And is it not true 
that the real Chriftian «* looketh 
not on his own, but the things 
which are Jefus Chrift’s 2? and 
“‘ doeth to others as he would 
that others fhould do to him ?”? 
and doth not “ the grace of God 
which bringeth falvation, teach 
the fubjeéts of it, to. deny all 
ungodlinefs and worldly lufts, 
and to live foberly, righteoufly 
and godly inthe prefent world ?”” 

The holy feriptures abundantly 
teach us that it will avail nothing 
to the falvation of the foul to 
* call Chrift Lord, Lord, if we 
do not the things which he 
Lay s.2 aN 
The duties of Chriftianity cor 
refpond to our various relations te 
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God_ and man, and are the ex- 
ternal. expreffions of thofe inter- 
nal emotions and affeCtions which 
conttitute experimental Chrifti- 
anity.. 

(To be continued.) 


“UL due toishe Houfe of Gods 
HE childrenof God, haveal- 


_ ways efteemed public wor- 
fhip an high honor and great priv- 
ilege ; and, a duty, by no means 
to be negle&ed. King David 
was in a kind of ecilacy, when 


the people called on him to attend | 


the public worfhip of God. J 
was glad, faidhe, when they faid 
unto me, Let us go into the houfe of 
the Lord. Our fect foall ftand 
within thy gates, O Ferufalem. 
Ferufalem is buili as a city, that is 
_ compad together : whither the tribes 
go up, the tribes of the Lord, unto 
the teftimony of Lfrael, to give 
thanks unto the name of the Lord. 

My defign is, to confider fome 
of the reafons, for which God’s 
children are glad to go into the 
houfe of the Lord ; or, why they 
love his public worthip. And 
then fhall make fome obfervations, 
on the manner, in which they will 
manifeft fuch refpect. 

Let it then be remarked, in the 
firft place, that good men love to 
go to the houfe of the Lord, be- 
caufe itis, in a fpecial fenfe, the 
place of his honor and of his di» 
vine prefence. When Solomon 
had made an end of prayer, at the 
dedication of the temple, fire 
came down from heaven, and con- 
fumed the burnt-offering and the 
facrifices ; and the glory of the 
Lord filled the houfe: and the 
children of Ifrael bowed them- 
felves to the ground on the pave- 
ment, and worlhipped and praifed 
the Lord. Andhe anfwered Sol- 
omon-—Now mine eyes fhall be open, 

Vou. Ett? No.=6: 
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and mine ears attend unto the prayer 
that is made in this place. In thé 
congregations of his faints, God, 
ufually, gives fome manifeftationg 
of his gracious prefence, by awa- 
kening and convincing finners, or 
by enlightening, correcting, gui- 
ding, comforting and flrengthen- 
ing his children: And, fome- 
times, his prefence is remarkably 
evident, that all may fee; reverence 
and adore him. 

_ Such was often the cafe, when 
Aaron, in his pontifical robes, as 
a type of Chrift, led the people 
of Hracl to the door of the taber- 
nacle, to retcive anfwers, and to 
take orders from Jehovah, from 
between the cherubim. Such was 
the cafe, at the dedication of the 
temple, as cited above. Such 
was the cafe, on the day of pen- 
tecoft, when, under the preach- 
ing of the apoftles, more than 
three thoufands of fouls were ad- 
ded to the church. Such, blef- 
fed be God, has been the cafe, 
in many churches and congrega- 
tions, in this and the neighboring 
ftates, for fome years paft. God, 
indeed, has often been manifett in 
our worfhipping aflermblies. Je- 
fus Chrift has, in many inftances, 
been found walking in the midft 
of his golden candlefticks, the 
churches which he has redeemed 
and bought with his own blood. 
And he has given us abundant rea- 
fon to believe, that he views them 
his crown of rejoicing ; and will 
always be asawall of fire round 
about them, and a glory in the 
midft of them. 

True it is, Chrift’s glory and 
prefence are not always thus evi- 
dent ; yet, we muft not conclude, 
that he negleé&s his worfhipping 
people: The promife of his pref- 
ence, is fure to them that méet in 
His name, evento two or three 3 
and is often communicated to them 
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finners convinced, and born unto? 
God ; and faints edified and built: 
up in their holy faith. Here, we’ 
learn how the kingdoms of this 
world become the kingdom of* 
‘our Lord and of — his’ Chnift... 
Here, we fee the church adorn- 
ed, asa bride, for her. nuptials to’ 
the Lord, Here, we fee Jefus. 
crowned with honor and glory 5 
and anointed with the oil of glad- 
nefs above his fellows. 

How is it poffible for men, not’ 
to love the haufe of the Lord F 
How can they fhut their eyes 
againft the furpafling beauty, and. 
glory, and honor of Chrift in his 
church !' Had. we a temper of 
love and obedience to Gods or 
any conformity~ of heart to. his- 
charaéter,. we fhould rejoice to be 
where his honor dwelleth—we — 
fhould long and thirft to fee his: 
power and glory, in the aflem- 
blies of his. people... 

Another reafon, why good men: 
love to.go into the houfe of the: 
Lord,, is, that the church, with 
Chrift at its head, is a pillar and* 
ground of the irath.. The chil-- 
dren of truth love to be in the 
way of truth. Believers know* 
the mind of Chrift, in an eminent: 
manner and degree. They have* 
an unélion from the Holy One and 
know all things s His Spirit, in. 
them, teftifies to the truth, as it’ 
is in Jefus ;,and they feel and: 
know the truth of the gofpel.. 
We read, Great is the myjftery of: 
godlinefs ; God svas-manifeft in. the 
flefos, juftified in the Spirit, Jeen of 
angels, preached unto the Geniiles,. 
beliewed on in the world, received 
‘up into glory. Thefe are fanda-- 
mental and diftinguifhing doétrines 
of Chriftianity :. They are writ-- 
tenon the heart, and brought in- 
to the praGtice of all God’s chii- 
dren. By meeting, and confer-- 
ring together, they, find they have: 


in various gifts and graces. And 
were we intent.on our duty, as 
we ought to be, his prefence, 
doubtlefs, would’ be very manifeft 
in our worfhipping affemblies. 
But, alas! our coldnefs and inat- 
tention, too often, difhonor him ;. 
and provoke him to hide his face 
from us. 

It is alfo to be remembered, 
that as the houfe of the Lord isa 
place of the divine prefence ; fo 
is it of receiving divine honors 
from his people. The focial wor- 
fhip of faints confers {pecial hon- 
or. on. Chrift x. It confeffes’ him 
before men, and acknowledges 
the grace of God in the redemp- 
tion of a loft world: And thus 
the houfe of ihe Lord is, in a {pe- 
cial _fenfe, the: place where his’ 
honor dwelleth. 

An afflembly of believers, in 
the a& of folemn worfhip, give 
the moft glorious difplay of God’s 
honor that can be given by mor- 
tals, on earth... They are redeem- 
ed by Chrift—fan@ifed by his 
Spirit—fubjected to his will—and: 
living monuments ef his: praife.. 
As fuch, worfhippmg in fpint 
and in truth, they difplay the 
honor and grace of God, beyond. 
any thing to be feen, on this. fide. 
the employments of faints made 
perfect. As Aaron,, in all his 
pontifical robes, led the tribes of 
Ifrael up. to. the tabernacle, and’ 
prefented their offerings to Jeho- 
vah ; fo, Jefus Chrift, the Great 
High Prieft of our profeffion,, 
goes before his people, asa fun 
and fhield, in all their worfhip : 
And, adding his divine incenfe to 
their fpiritual facrifices, he pre- 
fents them to the eternal Father, 
for his acceptance. 

_ In fuch ats of focial worfhip, | 
all the attributes of deity are ex-— 
hibited to us, and acknowledged 
and adored by us, Here, we fee 
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“the like evidences of grace ; and 
sthe fame fpirit of holinefs—that 
‘they love the fame things, feek 
-the fame things, and entertain a 
dike hope of eternal life, through 
faith in Chrift. In thefe things, 
they have fellowfhip with the Fa- 
ther, and the Son, and one with 
another: And fo, feel that they 
shave one common intereft, and a 
near and dear relation. Thefe 
~difcoveries make communion {weet, 
and excite them to meet in focial 
“worfhip, which enlightens the un- 
-derftanding, informs ‘the judg- 
ment, invigorates faith, and 
ewarms the affections. 
Thus, believers, the church of 
«Chnift are a kind of repolitory of 
the gofpel doGtrines. ‘The ‘Spirit 
amprints-and feals gofpel truths 
-on their hearts ‘and vaffeCtions 3; 
vand they become: fupporters of the 
“truth, in oppofition:to: the -errors 
and herefies, which wicked . men 
~utter againit.the holy religion of 
‘Jefus. And by bringing ‘thefe 
rtruths into actual practice, they 
care lights in the world, holding forth 
ithe word of life ; and .fiand as 
smonumental pillars of -the truth, 
ugiving the lie to {cofting infidels, 
sand toall that oppofe the grace 
~of our Lord Jefus Chrift. They 
are witnefles for God, that he is 
sgood and gracious.; and that if 
any perifh, it will be ‘their own 
‘fault. 

This. confideration is a ftrong 
smotive, with good men, to go in- 
“to the houfe. of .the Lord.— 

‘There are but .two claffes of men 
an the world, friends and enemies.of 
“God. 
among his friends, and to -unite. 
with them in prayer and praife to. 
the God of our lives, and the giv-. 
-er of all our mercies? Is it not de- 
vfirable to fland with them as a pi/- 
dar of the truth 3 and with one voice, 
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of their danger and of their du- 
ty ? Certainly, are-we friends to 
God and Chrift, we rejoice to 
meet with his church, and with 
them, fet our feal to the truth, 
that Gad is righteous. 

This, again, reminds me, that 
the public worfhip of God, is 
pleafant to.allthat love him. Af- 
‘ter a feafon -or labor:and toil, it 
is pleafart to retire to our clofets, 
and meditate on {piritual and eter- 
nal things—to examine our title to 
the inheritance of faints; and to 
go, like Mofes, into the Mount, 
and take a view of the promifed 
Jand. .And while cur affections 
were -warm in ‘heavenly medita- 
tion, would it not rejoice our 
hearts, to hear our neighbors fay, 
Come, let us go inio the houfe of the 
Lord, to fee his beauty, and to in- 
quire in bis temple’? 


Is it not defirable to ‘be’ 


The focial worfhip of faints, is 
a beginning -of the employments, 
-and a foretafte of the enjoyments 
of the kingdom.of glory. Have 
we no pleafure in the worfhip of 
God, in his earthly temples ; we 
shave reafon‘to fear, that we fhall 
never join the fociety of faints, in 
his temple,: which is above. Love 
to public worfhip, is an. high evi- 
‘dence of love to God and of a 
meetnefs for the. fociety of faints 
and angels. -Agreeably to which, 
David faid, Lord I have loved the 
habitation of thy houfe, and the place 


| 
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where thine honor dwelleth. Gath- 
7 Sif df ryt 
er not my. foul wilh finners. ‘Uhe 


fellowfhip of faints, in focial wor- 
‘thip, warms the heart with love 
to.God, and love. to man; and 
‘fets their affections on things a- 
bove, that.they are ready to cry 
out, How amiable are thy taber~ 
nacles, O Lord of bofts ! Bleffed are 
they who dwell in thy boufe : they 
qwill be flill praijing thee. 

And it is worthy of remark, 


yand-one heart, warn a finful world.| further, that as-public worlhip, is 
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pleafantto all good men ; fo is it, 
very acceptable to God.—This is 
evident from the confideration, 
that he appointed a focial wor- 
fhip, for the Jews, in the morn- 
ing and evening facrifice—on the 
fabbath, and on numerous days of 
feafting and fafting. So Chnit, 
his apoftles, and followers con- 
ftantly obferved the fabbath ; and 
often met, on other occafions, for 
focial worfhip. 

~ And it is obfervable, that God, 
frequently, fignified his pleafure, 
on fuch occafions, by fhewing his 
glory in the tabernacle, or by a 
voice from the mercy-feat: And 
‘in the days of Chriftian worfhip, 
by various gifts and graces; and 
by the faving operations of his 
Holy Spirit. 

And it is deferving of notice, 
that when God promifed any pe- 
culiar bleffings to his people, he, 
generally, added the privilege of 
his houfe. ‘Thus, when he prom- 
ifed to increafe his church, by the 
acceffion of the Gentiles, he faid, 
the flocks of Keder, and the rams 
of Nabaioth fhall come up with ac- 
ceptance on mine altar, and I will 
glorify the houfe of my glory. So, 
again, {peaking of the privilege 
of his houfe, God promifed it 
fhould be general without refpe& 
.of perfons, Bleffed is the man that 
keepeth my fabbath from polluting it. 


The fons of the firanger, that join 


.themfelves to the Lord, to ferve him 
and to love the name of the Lord, 
to be his fervants, every one that 
keepeth the fabbath from polluting it, 
and taketh hold of my ‘covenant : 
even them will I bring to my holy 
mountain, and make them joyful in 
, mine houfe of prayer : their burni- 
offerings and their facrifices fhall be 
_ accepted onmine altar ; for mine houfe 
foall be called an houfe of prayer 
‘for all people. 
~ Imay alfo add, that the houje 
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of the Lord, is a refuge m peri- 
lous times, and feafons of fpiritu- 
al darknefs. Nothing, ‘in this 
world, will make hell tremble, 
and check the fcoffs of infidels, 
like the united prayer of God’s 
people in his houfe. ‘They are 
the falt of the earth. For their 
fake, God bears with the wicked 
and withholds his judgments, ‘for 
a feafon. For their fake, he cuts 
off the enemies of the crofs, and 
punifhes the wickednefs of the 
times. For this caufe, all good 
people love the houfe of the Lord, 
and delight in focial worfhip. 

I will now make fome obferva- 
tions on the manner,-in which, 
they will manifeft fuch love’ and 
refpect to the houfe of God. 

They will feck a convenient 
place, and adecent houfe, for the 
habitation of the Lord of Hofts. 
Like David, they will be afha- 
med, that the Lord fhould be the 
laft and pooreft ferved. 

They will, alfo, with much ° 
prayer and carefulnefs, provide 
fome one to minifter in holy things. 
They will look to it, that he come 
in by the door—that he be called 
as was Aaron and that, like Paul 
and Barnabas, he be fet apart to 
God’s fervice, by prayer, fafting 
and laying on of the hands of the 
prefbytery. Itis not every one 
that runs, but he who runs order- 
ly, that God approves.—Our Sa- 
viour was pleafed to appoint an or- 
der of priefthood in his church, 
and will never forfake it, Lo, faid 
he, L am with you always, even 
unto the end of the world. Who- 
ever comes not in this order, re. 
fifteth the gofpel of Chrift, and 
has no promife of the divine pref- 


ence and blefling. The friends.of 


God’s houfe, therefore, willtake 
heed whom they receive, and to 
whom they bid God /peed.. 

They will alfo, maintain a prv- 
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dent difcipline in the church ; and 
provide all things neceffary, fora 
regular adminiftration of f{pecial 
ordinances, that God may glorify 
the houfe of his glory. Ina word, 
they will provide for, and fupport 
the gofpel miniftry in order and 
decency, for comfort and edifica- 
tion to themfelves and others. 

The. friends of public worfhip, 
will live in expedtation of fuch 
feafons, and meet them rejoicing. 
They pay the morning and eve- 
ning facrifice in a focial. worthip, 
and meet the fabbath with delight. 
—When we expect the arrival of 
fome dear friend, we keep the 
time in mind, and ftand ready to 
receive him: fo the friends of 
God’s houfe, keep the fabbath in 
mind ; and will not fuffer their 
fecular affairs to intrude on holy 
time. They endeavor, as far as 
in them kes, to fanctify to God, 
all feafons of focial worfhip, with- 
out deceit and without hypocrify. 

Nor will any thing, fhort of 
works of neceflity and mercy, de- 
tain them from the place and em- 
ployments they love-—They will 
endeavor to be, where God and 
their eternal intereft call them. 
A flight indifpofition, a little rain, 

or, any thing that would not de- 
tain them from bufinefs and 
amufements, ona week-day, will 
appear a pitiful excufe, for detain- 
ing them from God’s bufinefs, 
on the fabbath, or, on any con- 
- venient feafon of focial worthip. 

Nor will an affront from a 

neighbor, or from any body of 
.men, detain us from public wor- 

fhip and divine inftitutions, if we 
really love the houfe of God. 
. The Chriitian temper is charity 
and forgivenefs. And, perhaps, 
my neighbor did not intend to af- 
front me: butif he did, muft I needs 
abufe him, becaufe he abufed me? 
- mutt I injure myfelf and infult 


Love to the Houfe of God. 


213 
my God, becaufe a man has inju- 
red me ? In vain we talk of our 
religion, while we act on fuch 
motives ! 

Yes, fays one, but I difapprove 
of our minifter—I am not edified 
by him—TI can read better fer- 
mons at home.—Granted. But 
has not God, in his infinitely wife 
providence, made this provifion ? 


| And is he not more likely to fend 


ableffing on his ordinances, and 
in his own’ way, than in yours? 
And who fhall dare to refift him, 
or to prefcribe a better way ?— 
Such excufes may harden the 
heart againft God and religion, 
but are not to be juftified. ~ 

Thofe who love God, and are 
conf{cientious in his worfhip, abhor 
and deteft all fuch excufes : and 
will endeavor, by conftant precept 
and example, to recommend the 
obfervance of the fabbath. As 
lights in the world, they will hold 
forth the word of life, that oth- 
ers may fee and glorify God. 

I obferve this once more, that 
they who love the worfhip of God’s 
houfe, will fiudy after brotherly 
love and unity.—“ A new com- 
mandment I give unto you, that 
ye love one another, as I have lov- 
ed you. By this fhall all men 
know that ye are my difciples.”’ 
Brotherly love isa Chriftian tema 
per: and they who love the houfe 
of the Lord, will manifeft it. 
The friends of Chrift are peace-~ 
makers; and endeavor to walk in 
the unity of the fpirit, in the 
bond of peace. They have fel- 
lowfhip with Chrift, and one with 
another: his caufe is their caufe ; 
and his intereft their intereft. Par. 
ty fpirit and divilions in fociety, 
are grievous to good men: they 
gender ftrife ane debate, four the 
temper and unfit for God’s fervice, 
ineither party. Such things are 
the works of the flefh, and figns 


214 
ef the latter day herefies. We 


are commanded to avoid them, 
and toattend to the /ure word of 
prophecy : if any fay, lo, here; 
or lo, there, believe them not. 
We muft try their fpirit by the 
word of God ; and not by our 
darkened reafon : Philofophy, will 
never lead us unto God and eter- 
nal life. 

Thofe who love the houfe of 
God, will adhere to this rule ;' 
and by the fure cord of prophecy 


will heal divifions, and deftroy | 


the works of darknefs ; and fo, 
ftrenghten ‘the brotherhood in 
knowledge, faith andlove. They 
will not, willingly, leave or dif- 
turb a church and congregation, 
where they have unitedly ferved 
God: nor will they fuffer it in 
others. As living flones, they are 
built up a {piritual houfe, and will 
not be feattered. ds a chofen 
generation, they fhew forth the 
~praifes of him, that called them 
out of darknefs into his marvellous 
‘light, and therefore, follow after 
charity. 

It. will be perceived, that I 
have defignedly confined my ob- 
fervations to the religious benefit 
and pious pleafures of God’s chil- 
dren, in public worfhip. Men of 
the world may refpeé public wor- 

-thip for its moral and political in- 
fluence en fociety; but good 
mendo more, they love it for its 
own. fake—for its religious bene- 
‘fits and pious pleafures, 

Many ufeful remarks might be 
made on this fubje& ; but I mutt 
only obferve, that profeffors need 

clofely examine themfelves, as to 

‘the ground, on which, they pro- 

.fefs to love the houfe of God. If 
they find not fuch views and feel- 
ings in public worfhip, and fuch 

expreffions of them, as recited a- 
bove, they have reafon to fear they 

‘are no better, and do no more 
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than others, even publicans and 
finners. If they be, indeed, chil- 
dren, they will not be cafy and 
contented in public worfhip, un- 
lefs they feel the power of reli- 
gion, and fee the beauty of the 
Lord, as well, as inquire in his 
temple. Negle& of public wor- 
fhip, or inattenton in it, are dark 
figns: and do, at leaft, argue 
{mall degrees of grace, and too 
great indifference, as to further 
attainments. I fpeak here, of 
allowed negle& and inattention : 
for the moft upright profeffor has 
feafons, in which, he has caufe to 
cry, My leannefs, my leannefs. 
But if he can feel contented in 
any degree of fpiritual attain- 
ments, fhort of perfe¢tion, he has 
but moderate love to God and 
divine things. Let profeffors think 
on this. 

Profeffors, by negle& of public 
worfhip, injure themfelves and - 
difhonor God.—They fee none of 
his divine honor, as difplayed in 
his houfe ; nor bear any part in 
beftowing honor upon him—-They 
publicly refufe to itand as pillars 
of the truth; and to confefs 
Chrift before men—They tury 
their backs on the protetion of 
God’s houfe, which he _ offers 
them, againft the world, the fleth 
}and the devil—They lofe, the 
| pleafures and comforts, which 
peers people feel, when, with 
' united hearts and voices, they ad- 
| drefs the throne of grace—They 
| practically, contemn God’s au- 
| thority ; and virtually, deny their 
| allegiance to Chrift, his king in 

Zion, 
Thus they join with the wick- 
ed to difhonor God and religion-— 
i they fet a bad example before 
| others—and become abettors of 
| infidelity and loofe morals.—Ma- 
| ny, not diftinguifhing between 
| principles, and the irregular walk 
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of profeffors, frft doubt of the re- 
ality of religion ; and foon de- 
nounce the whole a cheat.—In 
this, they are awfully left of God 
—they become fit fubjects for 


the temptations of Satan—and he | 


will not be idle. Having no good 
moral principles within, they lie at 
the control of their pafhhons—rea- 
fon is unheeded and confcience 
is filent—good is their evil and 
evil their good. 

Thefe are the natural and aftu- 
al confequences of the neglect and 
abufe of public worfhip : and 

“coming through the medium of 
God’s children, they difhonor 
God and religion, much more 
than all that the enemies of the 
erofs could do without them. 

This confideration calls loudly 
onus, as profeffors, to confider 
our ways—‘ to be watchful and 
ftrengthen the things which re- 
main that are ready to die.”>—Do 
we reverence divine authority— 
are we wife to feek our own hap- 
pines, for time and eternity—and 
do we defire a plentiful outpour- 
ing of the Holy Spirit, on our 


churches and congregations, we 


fhall long to fee the beauty of the | 


Lord, and inquire in his temple 
—we fhall conftantly take our 
families to the houfe of the Lord 
on his fabbath; and lead them 
daily to the throne of grace, in 
the morning and evening facrifice. 

This is our duty. And we 
have no reafonable excufe for neg- 
Je&: the means are eafy-—the 
work is pleafant—and the end will 
be glorious. In the exercife of 
focial worfhip, if not wanting to 
ourfelves, we fhall mect with God 
—learn our duty—obtain com- 
fort—eftablifh our hearts in the 
faith and myftery of the gofpel ; 
‘and thus, grow more and more 
into the divine likenefs—we fhall 
fet a good example before others, 
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| and lift up a mighty flandard a. 


gainft infidelity. In this, God’s 
glory, and our happinefs are uni- 
ted. Let us then a@t in charac- 
ter, and walk worthy of our vo- 
cation in the gofpel. And if we 
are faithful to God and ourfelves, 
in public worfhip and focial pray- 
er, we may defy all the arts of 
hell and earth to feparate us from 
Chrift 5 or to diffolve order in fo- 
ciety. But it muft not be for- 
gotten, that in all thefe things, 
we are wholly dependent on the » 
aids of the Holy Spirit, for light 
and ftrength. Let us, therefore, 
in every thing, by prayer and fup- 
plication, with thank{giving, make 
known our requefts unto God— 
His grace will be fufficient for us. 


ISRAEL. 


On the imperfed fate of holy affec~ 
tions in young converis. 

E find in the bible many 

paflages, which fpeak of 
the kingdom of God, reprefenting 
it as being exceedingly {mall in 
its origin, but inereafing gradu- 
ally, till it fiiily abforbs all oth~ 
ers in itfelf. In one place it is 
compared to a ftone cut out of 
the mountain without hands, 
which afterwards became a great 
mountain and filled the whole 
earth : In another, to a grain of 
muttard feed, which, it is faid, is 
the {malleft of all feeds, but when 
itis fown, and is f{prung up, # 
becomes a great tree, in the bran- 
ches of which the fowls of the air 
may lodge. Although thefe re- 
prefentations primarily refpeé the 
kingdom of our Redeemer in the 
avorld, yet we may doubtlefs with 
propriety confider them,’ as being 
equally applicable to the kingdom 
of grace in the heart of each indi- 
vidual member ; and as fuggeit- 
ing ‘this general idea, that the 
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kingdom of grace or real holinefs 
is at firft exceedingly {mall in the 
hearts of Chriftians, though by a 
gradual increafe it finally fills the 
whole heart, and fubdues every 
thing to itfelf.—The truth of this 
idea, however, that holinefs is at 
firft fo exceedingly fmall, does not 
reft entirely on fuch a dubious ap- 
plication of {cripture, but is ful- 
ly evident from feveral other ‘con- 
fiderations :—as, , 
1. Chriftians ‘may continue to 
grow in grace many years, and 
yet be far from a ftate of perfec- 
tion. 
grow in graceis plain from many 
paflages in fcripture: « The path 
of the jul” we read “ fhineth 
more and more until the perfec 
day”’—and, “the water, that I 
fhall give him,” fays our Saviour, 
*¢ fhall be in him, a well of water 
fpringing up into  everlafting 
life.” It. is equally plain, alfo, 
that after a long life of growth in 
grace Chriftians are very imper- 
fe&t : Many years after his con- 
verfion, theapoitle Paul could fay, 
¢ O wretched man that I am, who 
fhall deliver me from the body of 
this death”? And this perfectly 
agrees with Chriftian experience : 
After the longeft life fpent in the 
fervice of God, under the great- 
eft advantages, and with the moit 
unwearied application, Chriftians 
inyariably find, that their holy af- 
feGtions are ftill in a very imper- 
fe& flate. And how could this 
be, unlefs thefe holy affeétions 
were at firft exceedingly {mall, 


2. As Chriftians grow in grace | 


they ufually grow in a fenfe of 
their own finfulnefs. Our Sa- 
viour taught, “if any man fhould 
put his hand to the plough and 
look back, he would not be fit 
for the kingdom of God ;” there- 


by teaching us to be prepared for 


unexpected trials, as well proba- 
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bly from within ourfelves as from 
without. And the moft ftriking | 
expreffions of a fenfe of finful- 
nefs, which are recorded in the 
bible, came from perfons, who 
had made confiderable progrefs in 
a‘holy life. Job, after his trials 
had proved the reality and holy 
nature of his religion, fays, « I 
abhor myfelf and repent as in duft 
and afhes:” Ifaiah, after being 
favored with fome remarkable dif- 
covertes of the majeity of God,. 
cries out, “ woe is me, for I am 
a man of unclean lips:?? And 
Paul, after many years diligent 
profiting in the fchool of Chrift, 
exclaims, “* O wretched man that 
Iam, who fhall deliver me from 
the body of this death??? And 
with this agrees the experiences 
of Chriftians in all ages: They 
are at firft ready to think, that 
the victory is accomplifhed, but 
they foon learn, that they have 
but juft entered the conteft.— 
Now if this be true, muft it not 
be, that they at firft eftimated 
their comparative finfulnefs very 
erroneoufly ? ‘That their finful. » 
nefs was much greater than they 
fuppofed, and, on the contrary, 
the kingdom of grace much fmall- 
er? This argument ‘receives ad- 
ditional: force from this confider- 
ation, that, during all this time, 
in which this finfulnefs had been 
apparently increafing in their own 


| view, they had been, perhaps, in 


fact growing in grace; fo that 
the kingdom of grace in. their 
hearts was, perhaps, never greater, 
than when they have the greateft 
fenfe of their own finfulnefs. How 
exceedingly fmall, then, muft it 
have been at firft ? How fitly is it 
compared to a grain.of muftard 
feed ?— 

~ But how, it is afked, does this 
agree with the appearance of 
young converts ? Are not their 


~ 


” 


* 
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‘ 


_ thoughts and affeGions fixed moft 
on {piritual things at firft? Is not 
their zeal and engagednefs in re- 
ligion, thea, the greateft ?: And 
how is this confiftent with» the 
idea, that their holy affections 


are fo -exceedingly’ {mall 2—In 


anfwer to this enquiry, the fol- 
lowing ‘things may be obferved. 
1.. The peculiar fituation of 
young converts puts a remarkable 
check upon their finfulinclinations. 


" "This is evidently the cafe under 


conviction: The courfe of their 
condu& is then totally altered. 
Much of their time is now {pent 
in reading the word of God, in 
calling upon him in prayer, in at- 
“tending religious meetings, and 


) an converfing or -refleRing upon 


the concerns of eternity ; and this 


_. change is not the effect of any re- 


al holinefs of | heart, but merely'of 
thofe views, which they now have 
of themfelves, and their fituation. 
_ Thefe views give a prefent check 
to all their finful inclinations, and 
make them appear almoft totally 
_ different perfons, from what they 
“were before. And may it not. be, 


that the Meceree of this check: 


continues fora confiderable time, 
after the kingdom of grace has 
been fet up in their hearts ? May. 
not, therefore, a confiderable por- 
tion of their attention to things 
of areligious nature be confidered 
as the a of this check, rather 
than the fruit of real holinefs? 
2..The recent and remarkable 


perienced, is fuch as muft have a 
peculiar influence upon their nat- 
ural feelings, and produce, i in, this 
_ ways much of the appearance of 
* true religion. If we have been in 
any great témporal danger, and 
experienced ‘a remarkable deliver- 
ance, it always has a great efleét 


upon our feelings and conduét. | 


de 


Uen~ 


We rejoice exceedingly i in our 
‘Vou. Tit. No. °6. 


i 


@ deliverance, which they have ex- | 
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liverance, are’ sdcdeedinigly thank. 
fulto our deliverer, and are very, ’ 


ready to make him fome grateful 


return: And, why fhould not a 
deliverance from eternal danger, 
by the power of God, have a 
fimilar effe@ ? Chriftians are fanc~ 
tified but in part, much felfifhnefs 


‘full remains in them, and, there- 


fore, may we not well fuppofe 
that a confiderable part of their 


apparent love for God, and enga~ 


gednefs in his fervice, is the fruit 
of felfifhnefs; rather than of true 


benevolence ?. 


‘inftead. of 


{ 


3. The firft zeal and engaged- 
nefs of young converts invariably 
fublides, after a certain time, and. 
gives place to acalm, fteady and 
rational obfervance of the divine 
commands. From this we muft 
fuppofe, either that Chriftians, 

growing, do invariably, 
after a ‘little time, decay ; ory, 
that there is much more of the ap- 
pearance of true religion in young 
converts at firft, than of the real- 
ity. And is not the latter much 
the moft feriptural fuppofition ? 
And is not this fuppofition fur- 


ther countenanced by this, that 


whenever perfons after conviction 
attain a falfe hope,, they invaria~ 
bly have the fame appearance as 
the real’ converts ? ‘The fame at- 
tention to fpiritual things, the 
fame zeal for God, the fame en- 
gagednefs in promoting his caufe ? 


But notwithftanding all this, it is 


not fuppofed that ‘they have in 
their breafts a fingle {park of di- 
vine grace to light up this appear’ 
ance, and therefore, when the 


ferment of their natural feelings 


has fubfided, all is gone. Mayit 
not be, then, that during the firft 
enpaged and zealous period of the 
real converts, true grace or real ho- 
lincfs. in his heart, is like a muf 
tard feed, exceedingly {nall, and, 


' at thet fame time, fo. greatly obfcu- 
Ee 


zit 
red by the rubbith of natural affec- 


tions, as fcarcely to be perceived. 
The view which we have ta- 
ken of this fubje@, fuggetts a 
few important reflections. _ . 
1. Young converts have much 
lefs of true religion, than what 
they ‘are generally thought” to 
have, or even than what they 
themfelves think that they poffefs. 
Hence, in their future lives: they 


almoft invariably ddappoint both 


themfelves and others. 
2. [tis exceedingly difficult to. 
diftinguith real religion, ‘from the. 


Duty of Children, &e: 


~ 


The obligation of children to'be Lind’ 


and attentive to their parents, par« 
ticularly addreffed to thofe who 
have parents in the decline of lifes 


+ UBJECTS which are wholly 
, S practical have their impor- 
tance as well as thofe which more 
immediately refpe&t doétrines~ 3. 
and cannot be difpenfed with, by 
. thofe who write or fpeak for the 
réligious inftru@tion of all claffes, 
conliftently with declaring the 
whole counfel of God, and rightly 
dividing the word’ of truth. In 


working of natural affe@tion. If illutrating the fubje& propofed, 


the greater part of that, which 
appears In young minds, is to be 
thrown ‘away, “by what marks 
fhall we diftinguifh that which is 
to be retained and cultivated ? 
Well may Chriltians be directed 
to wotk out their falvation with 
- fear and trembling. ; 

» 3. Young converts fhould be 


“humble. -What do ‘they find ‘in ' 


themfelves, befide the .workings 
of natural affetions, under which 
the {mall feed of grace or holinefs, 
is almoft entirely hiddem 

4. They fhould be charitable to- 
ward old profeffors. Ef old pro- 
feflors are not as.zealous and en- 
gaged in religion’ as the young 
convert appears to be, they are of. 
ten cenfured and condémned,. as 
bemmg in a cold, formal, lifeléfs 
fate and their . performances 
greatly defpifed. | But which pof: 
feffes the greateft fhare of true re- 


gion? Let the young’ convert. 


learn tobe humble, and t6 efteem 
others better than himfelf ? 


5. True religion. does not con- 


fift fo much in appearances of zeal 
and engagednels in the worfhip of 
God, .as ina calm, fteady*and’aft 
feCtionate obfervance of every du- 
‘ty enjoined in both the firt and 
feeond tables of the divine law. 
EUBULUS: 


the following obfervations may 
be made: » : 


Me 


1. Thofe, who have parents in 


advanced life, may learn their obs | 


ligation 'to be kind and attentive 
to them, by lodking ‘to 
ainple of Chit. (74 wee hp, 
The Saviour was ‘the true light, 
which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world. 


cation of the nature of tfue holi- 
nefs. En all his relations'to man=, 


the ex, 


Every | 
| part of his life was an exemplifi- 


kind, he did that which was per — 


fe€tly right and agreeable to God’s 


holy law. . ‘Phe fubje& before us. 


configes our thoughts to a fingle 
branch of his condu&s viz! to 


his. treatment of ‘his “mother. | 


When fufpended on the crofs, he 
obferved among the fpetatots,. 
and flanding near his crofs, Mary 
his mother, and his mother’s fit. 
ter, and Mary Magdalen; and 


difciple and intimate friend. To. 
: : iat OS 
myifterious was the ‘{cene >? The 


now probably a'widow, and had 
been for fome time. ‘Evidence of 


‘this is gathered, froin its Being par- 
ticularly mentioned by the Evan- 
gel, that fhe. came Wwith his 
brethren to fee Chrift, when hewas 


“withthem alfo John, his beloved © 
thefe perfons ‘how affeting, thow » 


mother of the dying Saviour was _ 


_ fulfilling his miniftry ; that fhe 


_ was prefent at the marriage in Ca- 


ry 


’ 


_s without parents, and without be- 


+ 


‘when fhe faw him agonizing in 
_. death on the crofs, he pitied her 


.. Thisappears from,John xix. 26, 


that difeiple took ber unto his own 


» evidently had reference to John. 
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the Saviour fet a pattera of filial 
affection. Shall we fay, he did 
this folely for his mother’s fake 5 
or fhall we fay, he defigned herein 
to fet an example, for thofe who 
are children, to follow? He did 
it, nodoubt, from a fenfe of ob- 
ligation to his mother then advan- 
cing towards old age ; and what 
is more important, that he might 
in this, as in all the tranfaétions © 
of his life, be alight to the world. 
The plain language of his con- 
du& to all who ftand in the rela- 
tion of children is this—Be kind 
and attentive to your parents in 
oldage. Confider their trials and 
their wants, and let no exertions 
be wanting, on your part, to render 
the evening of their pilgrimage 
ftate, as eafy and as agreeable as 
may be. ‘To enforce this idea, 
the words of the apoftle may be 
pertinently applied—Let this mind 
be in you which was alfo in Chrift 
Fefus. The argument now ufed, 
to inculcate the duty of bemg 
kind to aged parents, 1s calculated 
to findits way to the confcience, 
and is not eafily evaded. It fup- 
pofes, that a compliance withthis 
duty is neceflary, to give evidence 
of being a follower of Chrift, and 
cannot be difpenfed with without 
reproaching the Chriftian char- 
acter. 

2. The fame duty is ftrongly 
enforced in the law, and in other 
parts of feripture. ‘The words 
of God’s holy law are very exph- 
cit, which are thefe :—Honor thy 
father and thy mother, that thy days 
may be long upon the land, which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee. Will it 
he faid, that this commandment 
‘has a fole refpect to children in a 
fate of minority, and while they 
are under the immediate control of 
their parents ? That it has refpect 
to children in a ftate of minority, 
is readily admitted ; but the duty 


na; that fhe came to be a {pec- 
tator of the crucifixion of her fon, 
without mentioning her hufband, 
in any of thefe inftances ; and, 
particularly that the Saviour, with 
his dying breath, commended her 
to the care of John, as if fhe were 
a woman in a lonely, bereaved 
flate. Tho’ honored above all 
women, by being the mother of 
our Saviour, fhe was neverthelefs 
fubject to like paffionsas we all 
are. She poffeffed. natural affec- 
tion, and was, undoubtedly, ac- 
quainted with the feelings of a 
mother’s heart. 


Asa divine perfon, Chrift was 


ginning ; but'as God manifeft in 
the flefh, or asto his human part, 
he was born of a woman, and was 
‘nourifhed and brought up by an 
affeGtionate mother, whom he 
owned inthis relation. For her 
in her lonely ftate, he manifefted 
great kindnefs. He did not leave 
the world, until he had made pro- 
vifion for her comfortable fupport. 
“Knowing the anguith of her foul, 


cafe, and immediately adopted a 
meafure which might adminifter | 
fome ‘relief under her troubles. 


27. “When Fefus therefore faw 
his mother, and the difciple flanding 
by, whom he loved, he faith unto his 
mother, Woman, behold thy fon. 
Then faith he to the difeiple, Behold 
thy mother. And from that hour 
home.” From the phrafe, “ Behold 
thy fon,” many receive the idea 
that Chrift meant himfelf; but he 


He led his mother and beloved 
difciple ‘mutually to adopt each 
ether, as parent and child. _ Here 
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enjoined is not limited to them. 
Our parents continue to be our . 
parentsas long.as they live ; and 
as fuch they “are to be’ honored. 
Itis true, there is a fenfe in which 
children, when they commence 
heads of families, are faid to for- 
fake their parents. This, how. 
ever, is far from implying a difre- 
{pe€tful treatment of them. They 
then only go: out into the wide 
world, and ceafe to’ lean upon 
their parents, as was the cafe 
when they werein childhood. It 
is clearly the {pirit of the divine 
law, that children are to honor 
their parents, as long as the rela- 
tion continues. But how can 
they be faid to honor their par- } 
ents, when they negle& them,: or 
are unkind to them in old age? 
We need not hefitate to adopt the 
fentiment, that when children are 
inattentive to- their aged and in- | 
firm parents, they are guilty of 
difhonoring them, and of breaking 
the divine’ law. And he, who 
knowingly breaks one command- 
ment, is guilty ofall. 

The obvious duty, now incul- 
cated, was notorionfly violated, 
by the feribes and pharifees, at 
leaft/in certain.cafes. But, mark 
with what plainnefs the Saviour 
teproved them, ‘Why do you alfo 
tranf{zrefs the commandment of God 
by.your tradition? For God ‘com- 
minded, faying, Elonor thy father 
and mother sand he that curfeth 
father or mother, let him die the 
death. But ye Jayy Whofoewer 
foall fay to his father or his mother 
ft is a@ gift by. whatfoever , thou 
mighteft be profited by me, and hon- 
or not his father, or his mother, he 
foal be free. Thus have ye made | 
the commandment. of God of none | 
oped by your tradition. Here, the 
Saviour pointedly reproved thofe,. 
who had adopted a cuftom, con- 


trary to God’s law, which led 
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them to neglect ‘their aged par- 
ents. . em 

_ 3. Gratitude to parents forbids 
their being inegle@ted. in old -age. 
Mankind are born into the world 
in the moft- abfolute- ftate of. de- 
pendence. We know they are de- 
pendent on-Ged, inevery period 
of their lives ;. -but in-their infant 
ilate, they. are wholly dependent 
on their’ fellow-creatures. Ordis 
narily the care of them, in: this. 
feeble ftate,: falls to the lat. of 
their parents ; and great’ is their 
tafk in nourifhing, and. bringing 
themup. On their account,'they 
have many. hours of anxiety—for 
their fakes, they have many fleep- 
lefs nights ; and$- from the time 
of their birth, until they go away 
from under their care, they are. 
continually carrying burdens for 
their fakes; and even afterwards.» 


* 


it is impoffible to defcribe the Feeley * 


igs of a parents ‘heart. » Thefe 
feelings are’ never. made knows; 
until’. experience makes them 
known. They who have had the 
privilege of being brought up by 
parents, ought to feel.a great ob- 
ligation to imitate the Saviour’s” 
kindnefs to his mother, and to do > 
every thing in their power to af. 
fuage the forrows, and to lighten 
the burdens which come: upon 
their parents, . in’ their declining 
years. | ‘. 

_ 4. The fituation of parents in 
old age demands kind treatment 
from their children. How differ- 
ent are the circumftances of peo- 
ple in advanced life, from what- 
they were in the meridian of their 
days? Then, they flood at thess, 
head of their families ; their chil- 
dren were dependent on them; * - 
the cares of building up. fociety 


| devolved on them, and they could» . 


be active at, home or abroad... 
But, now their conditions are : 


greatly altered ; their children 


® 
¥ 


have. families, and, perhaps, 
moftly {cattered.at a diftance from 
‘them ; neceffity.compels them to 


"give up the overfight of bufinefs ;_ 
their.memories fail ; their influ- | 
» ence in fociety is gone; and they | 
are faft decaying:. The evil days: 


have come, and the years in which 
they fay they have no pleafure in 


them. ° The keepers of the houfe: 
tremble, andthe ftrong men bow 


themfelves, and the grinders ceafe 
. becaufe they are few, and when 
they look out of the windows they 
are darkened.’ All the daughters 
of mufick are brought. low. 
They are afraid of that which is 
" high,. fears are in. the way, and 
the almond-tree flourifhes. In 
this period of life, there are many 
things taking place, which, to 


nature, are peculiarly trying and 
mortifying, beyond what any one 


conceives, until he himfelf comes 
tothe period. All this’ is a rea- 
fon why children fhould be. kind 
‘and attentive to their parents, 
when bowing down under the in: 


firmities of ages. ‘Their condition | 


demands kindnefs and attention, 
5. Tfchildren would do as they 
would be done by, they will be 
conttrained to manifett kindneéfs to 
theiraged parents, They may be 
called upon to confider, that if 
their own lives are fpared a few 
years, their parents will be in their 
graves, and they will take their 
places, and becomethe old peo- 
ple. They will. experience the 
infirmities which have been ftated, 
and they will ftand in need of this 
kind and attentive treatment for 
which I am pleading. * Let them 
now, therefore, do as they would 
be done by. Let them now teach 
their own children, if they have 
any, by their example, how old 
people, and people in fecond 
childhood, are to be treated. . If 
hey live within convenient: dif. 


- 
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tance, let them vifit their parents 
—labor to comfort them under the 
burdens of old age,,converfe free. 
ly with them, and pray with 
them, as perhaps their parents 
ufed to pray with and: for them. 
It is acknowledged, that the cir 
cumftances of children may. be 
}fuch, that they cannot below 
much of this world’s goods on 
their parents, however needy they 
may be ;. but if they cannot. do 
this, they can do. other things. 
| They can vifit them, they can la- 
| bor to keep theiz parents from 
i having the very painful: idea that 
| they are negledted. 
~The fubje&t of the foregoing 


| addrefs is not without its impor- 


| tance, tho’ rarely. bro’t into public 


view. ‘The caufe of religion may 
, be deeply wounded, by reafon of 
inattention to the duty which has 
now been inculcated, 


| Mess’xs Epirors, 

PLEASE to infert in your 
| Magazine, the following, if you 
think: proper’: 


.N an ancient confeffion of faith, 
ui owned by the French church, 
| they fay, as’ in.the fecond arti. 
cle thereof, We acknowledge one 
God, making himfelf known ta 
man, by his works of creation, 
providence, and the government 
of the world; and alfo, in and 
by his word. | 

And.then after mentioning by 
name; the feveral books of {crip- 
ture, from Genefis to. Revelations, 
they in the fourth article fay; We 
acknowledge thefe books to be 
canonical ;. and to contain. the 
rule of faith. : 

In the fiith article,, they fay, 
We believe that the word therein 
‘contained, did proceed from Ged 
alone, and that thefe books do 
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contain the fum of all that truth, 
thatis neceflary to the worfhip of 
God, and to our falvation : nor is 
it lawful for angels or men, to 
make any alteration thereof, by 
adding to it, or taking from it ; 
nor hereunto may any ways fuf- 
fice, either any antiquity, cuftoms, 
or human wifdom, judgments, 
ediéts, decrees, councils, vifions, 
or miracles. 

In another article they acknow- 
ledge, That’ the holy feriptures 
teach us, that in the divine ef- 
fence, there do fubfift three per- 
fons, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. ‘ 

In another article, they fay, 
We believe that man was at firlt 
ereated, holy and upright, after 
the image of God; but by his 
fault fell from that grace which 
he received; and alienated him- 
felf from God, the fountain of 
righteoufnels, and of all. good ; 
and is by nature altogether cor- 
rupt, depraved in heart, and hath 
wholly loft his integrity. 

In another article, they fay, 
We believe that all the race of 
Adam, are infected with , that 
contagion, which we call original 


fin. 


We believe that out of this.uni- 
verfal corruption, and condemna- 
tion, wherein all mankind are in- 
volved ; God did, in his eternal 
and. immutable purpofe, ele, in 
Chrift, fome to be delivered, not 
having refpeét therein, to any 
good works of their own. ~ 

In another article they fay, We 
believe that Jefus Chriit, the eter- 
nal Son of God, did aflume our 
nature; and that in one perfon, 
heis both God and man. _ 

In the daft article of that con- 
feffion of faith which I fhall here 
mention, they fay, We believe 
that God will have the world gov- 


In another article, they fay, 


erned by laws, and police, te 
prove, as it were, bridles, to re- 


ftrain the immoral lufts of the 


world. 3 : a7, 
- How different the foregoing 
confeffion of faith, from the pre: 
fent creed, and practice of the 
Romifh church! May it not be 
{aid of them, and thofe who are 
for fimbolizing with them either 
in the Romifh or in the pfefent 
atheiftical, and deiftical errors, 
and delufions, as was to Lucifer 
of old. Ifai. xiv. 12. How art 
thou fallen! And when we con- 
fider how greatly many among 
us have deviated from the facred 
truths, and fimplicity of the gof- 
pel, how proper and neceflary 
muft appear that divine dire€tion, 
in Rev. ii. 5. Remember there- 


‘fore from whence thou art fallen, 


and repent, and do thy firft works. 
Let thofe who fet themfelves to 
oppofe religion, which has for 
ages pait, and will ever be found, 
to be the greateft ornament, and 
fundamentally neceffary to the 
well being and comfort of any 


community ; let thofe who fet’ 


themfelves to oppofe the word of 


God; who lightly efteem and 


reject the holy, {criptures, reckon 
ing them to be falfe, illufory, and 
needlefs, let fuch, timely, and fe- 
rioufly confider, repent and re- 
form, left the fruit of them own 
doings be recompenfed upon them, 


as fighting againft God, and for-. 


faking their own mercies ; as they 
love their own fouls, and would 
confalt their own higheit, and 
beft intereft and. good, and that 
of their children and fucceflors ; 
let them be perfuaded to. renounce 
whatis fo contrary thereto: and 
let none imagine, and fay, that 
what is-fo manifeltly evident from 
the word of God, and the experi- 
ence of paft ages, conducive to 
man’s happinefs and comfort, as 


t 
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"re religion and government, are 


Owing merely to prieftcraft, and | 
that they are but a delufion ; | 
they who think and conclude fo, | 
“are under a ‘great and dreadful | 
deception ! and will fooner, or 
later, find themfelves to be de-- 


céived. PHILALETHES. 


The labor of perfons, divinely en- 
lightened, illuftrated, and the fub- 

. ge applied to the confcience, in 

» four. letters, from Viator to 
Caristianus. 


(Continued from p. 102.) 
LETIER III: 


Dear Curistrian Frienp, 
N my ‘two former letters I en- 
deavored to take a brief view 
of that, for which, thofe per- 
“fons labor, who have been divine- 


ly enlightened, 


My prefent obje& is to help 


you and myfelf wifely to improve, 
what was. then written. It is 
_ therefore worthy of remark, that 


“af the obfervations which ‘have. 
- “been made, are juft, thofe per- 


fons, who neither “pofiefs the 


_ -Chriitian fpirit, embrace the gof- 


pel doétrines, nor perform the 


common duties required of the i 
faints, in the word of God, have 


never been favingly enlightened, 
although they may have had the 
‘common influences of the Holy 
Spirit, been the fubjets of great 
awakenings and comfoits, thought 
themfelves Chriflians, joined ‘to 
“the vifible church, and for many 
years; ftatedly attended the Lord’s 
“fupper ! “¢ 
There is, my dear friend; great 
reafon to fear, that many perions 
who profefs religion, have not the 
grace of God in their hearts ! 
In my travels, I have had con- 
fiderable opportunity, in different 
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make obfervations upon the con- 
dué of the profeffors of religion. 
And f have fourid fome, who liv- 
ed in the total negle@ of family 
prayer, paid little attention to the 
fcriptures, profaned in many ways, 
the holy fabbath, neglected the 


| public worfhip of God, unlefs in 
| very pleafant weather, were often 


abfent upon. facramental occa- 
fions, negligent in the religious 
inftruction of their families, upon 
fabbath days, and upon all other 
occafions.—I have found their 
examples bad, in feveral other ref. 
pe€is: I have feenfome to be light 
and vain, and in a) degree pro- 
Wane in their converfation, flack 


|in paying their debts, worldly 


minded and coveteus !—-I have 
feen others idle, profufe, fond of 
taverns and places of public refort, 
fond of ardent {pirits, and of loofe 
and unprofitable company ! ! 
Many perfons condu&, as tho’ 
they imagined nothing more ne- 
ceflary to conftitute a Chriftian, 
than ‘to belong to the church ! 
How many who profefs reli- 
gion, difeover no relentings of 
heart for fin, make no preten- 
fions to communion with God, 
lay no fpecial reftraint upon their 
appetites or paflions, and rarely 
or never fpeak about. religion, 
unlefs it is to cavil at‘fome of its 
moft effential doctrines ? How 
many, inftead of letting their light 
Jfoine around them, fo that others by 
feeing their good works, might be 
led to glorify their father, who is 
in heaven, wound religion ‘in the 
moft fenfible manner, giving great 
occafion by their deeds, tothe én- 
emies of God to blafbheme ? And 
do it with impunity ? For in this 
day of declenfion it is next to mr. 
potlible, fo far as I am acquainted, 
to’ fupport sthat {trict difcipline, 
which wouldhe far the honor of re- 


* Rates, towns, and focictics, to | ligion ! 
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It is with extreme pain, I have, 


mentioned the foregoing failings ! 
I fhould never have donc it, if they 
were of a private nature, but they 
are generally known, and in the 
mouth of every infidel. If it 
were pollible I would gladly hide 
them from the world! But it is 
utterly impoffible ! It appears 
therefore to me, to be lawful and 
expedient, to mention them im this 
letter, for our warning, 
rouch as the apoitle has faid * let 
us not fleep as do others ; but let 
us watch and be fober. Tor they 
that fleep, fleep in the night, and 
they that be-drunken, are drun- 
ken inthe night. But let ys who 
are of the day be fober, putting 
on the brealt-plate of faith, and 
love, and for-an helmet the hope 
of falvation.’ 

Weare always in danger, my 
Chriftian friend, of being injured 
by bad examples : ¢ Evil commu- 
nications corrupt good manners’ 
And * One finner deftroyeth 
much good.’ We are particular- 
ly in danger, from the bad exam- 
ples of the profefiors of religion, 
‘the light of ‘the wo#ld,’» and 
ought tobe on our guard. . Were 
it once to become fafhionable for 
profefiiag Chriftians to have noth- 
ing but their profeffion, and oc- 
cafional attendance upon the 
Lord’s table,.to diftinguifh them 
from the world, we fhould be in 
danger ourfelves, of. growing cold 
and carelefs, and of giving a deep 
wound to that blefled caute, we, 
profeffedly, with above all things 
to advance! i hope we fhould not 
finally apoftatize ! I know we 
fhould not, if the fpecial grace of 
God has ever taken poffeffion of 
our hearts, for Chiift hath faid— 
«And I give unto them eternal 
lifes and they fhall never ‘perith, 
either fhall any pluck. them out 
of myhand.’ But we micht /ofe 


in as | 


ee 


{Dew 
our jirft love, and. wander fay 


fromthe path of duty, and be- 


come fora feafon blind guides to 
our fellow-finners !| We ought 
carefully to guard againf{t a f{pirit 
of apathy, and labor to keep our 
hearts glowing with love to God 
and good-will to men. Initead 
of indulging ourfelves in irregular- 
ities, we ought ¢ to walk circum- 
fpectly, not as fools but as wifes 
Redeeming the time, becaufe the 


» 


days are evil :?—to poffefs that,» 


faith which is not dead—to have 
a hope different from that of the 
hypocrite’s: which, fhortly will be 
‘asthe giving up of the ghoit !? 
We ought to be looking for that 


blefled hope, and the glorious ap- 


pearing of that great God and our 
Saviour Jefus Chrift ; who gave 
himfelf for us that he might re- 
deem us from all iniquity and. pu- 
rify unto himfelf a pecuhar people, 
zealous of good works, 

True religion, we may be’ af- 
fured, has no tendency to make 
perfons truft in an old experience, 
nor carele{s in their manner of liv- 
ing ; but defirous of freth anoint- 
ing from the Lord, of breathing 
the fpirit of real piety, of con- 
tending earneftly for the faith 
once delivered to the faints ; and 
of ‘ adding to their faith virtue, 
and to'virtue knowldge. Andto 
knowledge temperance : and’ to 
temperance patience, and to pa- 
tience godlinefs. And to godli- 
nefs brotherly kindnefs, a pee to 
brotherly kindnefs charity.’ 

Thofe perfons who are fatisfied 
with their prefent attainments in 
religion, it may be prefumed want 
religion, only as a traveller does'a 
boat, to carry him over a river 
which he cannot ford, and if they 
‘could only be fafe, they would 
not trouble themfelves about it ! 
Chritt and his caufe would,have 


no fhare of their affe€tion nor fer- , 


‘ 


4 
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vice. Though they may now 
hope to be faved by his merit, 
they have no friendfhip to him. 
We may fafely conclude. there- 
fore that their ‘ hope,’ is not ¢ fure 
and iftedfaft.? T’hofe who shave 
this hope, always love the object 
of their hope for his own fake ; 
‘whom have I in heaven but 
thee? and there is.none upon 
earth that I defire befides thee;’ 
and they labor to ‘ purify them. 
felves as he is pure.’ 

Religion is not a thing which 
lies dormant, but a living opera- 
tive principle in the hearts of thofe 
in whom ‘ God hath fhined to 
give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face 
of Jefus Chrift ;? or it confifts m 
holy exercifes, and a correfpond- 
ing conduét: ‘He that believeth 


on me, as the fcriptures have 


faid, out of his belly fhall flow 
rivers of living water.’ : 
>. It is totally in vain for perfons 
to pretend, that they profefs re- 
ligion, if they are dedtitute of all 
the graces of the Holy Spirit, de- 
ny the diftinguifhing doétrines of 
grace,. and allowedly walk like 
‘enemies of the crofs of 
Chrift !’.« Ye fhall know them by 
their fruits. Do men gather 


grapes of thorns or figs of thif- 


tles ? Even fo every good tree 
bringeth forth good fruit, but a 
corrupt tree bringeth forth evil 
fruit: A good tree cannot bring 
forth evil fruit : neither can a cor- 
rupt tree bring forth good fruit.’ 


'  Notwithftanding the imperfec- 


tions, which I have mentioned, 
of fome of the profeffors of reli- 
gion, I muff fay, I have generally 
found more:or lefs wherever I 
have travelled, who appeared not 
to love in word and tongue, but 
in deed and in truth: they have 
not only carefully attended to 
the ordinances of the gofpel, 
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which I think all’ who love 
Chrift ought to do, but appeared 
to underftand the holy nature of 
religion, and confcientioufly to en- 
ter into the practice of it. They 
have faid, and appeared to fay it, 
in the fincerity of their hearts: 
‘Wifdom’s ways are ways, of 
pleafantnefs and all her paths are 
peace. The ftatutes of the Lord 
are right, rejoicing the heart : the 
commandment of the Lord. is 
pure, enlightening the eyes. The 
fear of the Lord is clean, enduring 
forever ; the judgments of the 
Lord are true, and righteous al- 
together, More to be defired are 
they than gold, yea, than much 
fine gold: f{weeter alfo than hon- 
ey, and the honey comb.’ 
T am yours, &c. 
VIATOR. 
(To be continued. ) 


A Narrative of a Revival of Re-- 
ligion in the South Parifh of 
Kiztiwerry in the years 1800 
and 1801, communicated to thé 
Editors ly the Rev. Isragz 
Dar, paftor of the church in 
faid Parifp. 

GENTLEMEN, 

HAVE read, with pleafure, 
[ the various accounts of the 
revivals of religion, in.a number 
of towns, in this ftate publifhed 
in your u eful magazine. 

When I refleét on the moral, 
ftate of man, and the treatment 
which the gofpel of our bleffed 
Redeemer has met with, in our 
churches and congregations, f feel 
difpofed to join with my brethren, 
in devout. admiration ; that God 
fhould look upon us, and make 
us fo gracious a vifit: on the 
other hand, when I call to mind 
the covenant between the Father 
and the Son, the revealed mode 
of God’s fupporting his church, 
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by bringing’ thofe who are of us 
to build the old wafte places, and 
to repair the breaches of former 
generations ; that. this is effeéted 
by the fpirit of the Lord, being 
poured out on the feed of his 
people, and his bleffing on their 
offspring ; the premife of fuccefs 
to the gofpel,.that the gates of 
hell fhall not prevail’ againft’ the 
church of Chrift; that her fons 
dre to come from far and her 
daughters from the ends of the 
earth ;. that Chrift is to have a 
feed that fhall ferve him, which 
fhall be accounted to the Lord 
for a generation ;:and‘as God has 
told his people that he will never 
leave Zion till all things which he 
has promifed her be fulfilled. 
Thefe things bring us to look for 
thofe difplays which God is now 
making with reference to Zion: 
and, “alfo to long. and. pray for 
greater things than have yet taken 
place, which tend to encourage 
the friends of Zion and confound 
infidels.. From a: convition of 
thefe things I am induced to give 
a narrative of the latéework of God 
in the fouth parifh, in Killingly.. 

In the year 1776, it pleafed 
God to fend down the divine Spi- 
rit,,on the people, like gentle 
Fain,’ which lated, by its con- 
vincing and converting. influence, 
though not in any extraordinary 
degree, for more than tivo’ years. 
In which time, there were about 
fifty perfons received into the 
church. From this time, the 
friends of Zion gained greund, 
which was not wholly loft, for 
twelve years. In the year 1788, 
it pleafed God, once more,. to 
look, in mercy, ona people who 
had abu'ed his kindnefs, and were 
ripening faft for divine judgments. 
By the fovereign influence of the 
Holy Spirit, he fet home his 
werd preached and means enjoy- 
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ed, in fuch a manner,. that ‘dry: 
bones began'to fhake, and many 
were hopefully made alive, as ap-- 
peared, by their After walk and 
converfation. At. this period, 
about forty perfons were added to 
the church. | : 
I would here note, that, front 
the firft mentioned time, of the 
revival of the work of God, there _ 
has been a conference meeting’ 
kept up, in the middle of the fo- 
ciety, for the moft part, weekly,. 
till the prefent time. In which, 
the children of God have had’ 
comfort, in praying for the peace 
of Jerufalem,-and have found that 
they do profper who love her.. 
For a number of years, after the: 
lait mentioned revival of religion,,, 
there was great harmony both in 
the church and congregation ; till” 
an unhappy difpute arofe, about 
removing the meeting houfe 3 
which was véry prejudicial to the 
peace and harmony of both. This: 
difpute lafted for-a number of 
years : and it is to be feared that, 
with fome individuals, it will laft,. 
as long as'they live. It is likely 
that prejudices in fuch things,. 
are,.in many inftances,. a means. 
of Satan’s making the bards of 
finners ftrong ; and,. that, the: 
never find out their fatal miftake,. 
till they are loft. As there were 
many removals, from the church,. 


‘by death, and fome to diftaat 


parts of the country, it was great- 
ly reduced in numbers, and thofe 
who remained, had in fome meaf-. 
ure, left their firft love. Thus,. 
from the foregoing unhappy cir- 
cumftances, it feemed, for a fea- 
fon,. that the. church and con- 
gregation werelikea fhip, at fea, 
tofled in a ftorm. At the fame 
time, while thefe contentions open- 
ed a door for the increafe of vice, 
finners were not backward to im~- 


-proye their opportunity.. Bute 
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mmerciful God, in fome degree, ,; further on the important fubjed. 


calmed the tumult of the people ; 
‘the body of the church became 
comfortably upited, our meeting 
houfe decently repaired, and 
«there. was a little more profpect 
of enjoying a degree of peaceand 
erder among us. But, after all, 
it was painful to obferve the low 
“late of vital piety, family religion 
and practical godlinefs. 

However, notwithftanding all 
-thefe embarraffments, Ged was 
pleafed to appear on the,fide of 
truth. adn the beginning of Oc- 
tober 1800, there were fome ap- 
.pearances which began to encou- 
rage the praying faint. About 
the fame time, we were favored 
with avifit, from a young man, 
in the miniftry, from the itate of 
New-Hamphhire, who was: form- 
erly from this parifh, and was 
one, who appeared to be a fubje& 
-of religion, among us, in the fore- 
smentioned revival, in the year 
1788; having been abfent almof 
‘twelve years. At the clofe ofa 
‘fermon, he gave the people an 
account. of the work of God, 
-among the people, where he re- 
‘fided. <He then addrefled thofe 
who were his former companions, 
iby. enguiring of them, the flate 
of their fouls, &c. This feemed 
to he a means of rendering - the 
«whole affembly very folemn. In 
athe evening a conference was at~ 
tended and a larger number of 
“young people were prejent, than 
afually met, on fuch occafions. 
At the clofe, the people were in- 
‘formed, that our weekly confer- 
ences, would be attended, at my 
-houfe : and as there appeared to 
dea degree of thoughtfulnefs ta- 
king place, on the minds of fome ; 
they were admonifhed not to ftifle 
Ahe motions of the Holy Spirit, 
“but to meet with their Chriftian 
-friends, the next Fyiday, to confer 


‘I found “before, 


In the ‘courfe of the fame week, 


I called at a houfe, to -converfe 
with a young woman, whom 
under -fome 
awakening. When I came to 
converfe with her, I found her 
under deep impreffions of foul: 
her mother, coring into the room, 
was fomewhat affected, knowing 
that fomething affected her daugh- 


‘ter, but-did not know thatit was 


a concern for her foul. I found the 
mother was in the like cafe. On 


-Friday, the time for our conference, 


inftead of a few, as formerly, my 
houfe.was filled.; and folemaity 


“fat on the countenances of many;3 


while a few. were pricked in their 
hearts. It foon began to appear 
that many had been under ferious 
impreffions, for fome time, and 
kepi it to themf{elves; but now, 
were under neceffity of making 
it knewn. z 
From this time, our meetings 
for preaching and conference were 
crouded and folemn. We were 


under neceffity, for want of room, 
of leaving a private houfe and the 
-fchool houfe, and of repairing to 
‘the meeting houfe. . Fora number 


of months, in the winter feafon, it 


feemed that eternal things engrof- 
{ed almoft the whole attention of 


the congregation. _ ‘All appeared 
to be interefted in the truths, doc- 


trines and duties of religion.— 
“Thus, they were anxious to hear 


and know what.they fhould do to 


-be faved. 


My haufe was frequently. re= 


forted to, by enquirers, and the 


fcenes were truly affeéting. Per- 
fons, from twelve years of age, to 
forty, and fo onto fixty, juit be- 
ginning to know that they were 
finners, againft God. They, who 
had often heard of their dreadful 
ftate, while ftupid, now began to 
confefs, with tears, that they were 
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under the curfe'of God’s holy 
law : that, all their lives, they 
had defpifed Chrift and his reli- 
gion. Some feemed to awake, as 
from a dream, and wondered that 
thefe things had never been feen 
by them before. One expreffed 
herfelf thus, “ When I was firft 
awakened, I thought my life muft 
be reformed, and I would fet 
about the work of reformation, in 
‘earneft 5 but I foon found that my 
heart was fo wicked there was no 
reforming it. I found that God 
muft change this heart of mine, 
or I was undone forever.” Oth- 
ers, when firft awakened, had 
views of their fins of omiffion and 
fome aétual fins which they had 
committed ; but by being follow- 
ed, by the f{pirit of God, they 
foon found that their hearts were 
at enmity with God: and, in 
fome inftances, perfons have faid, 
that their unhappinefs was, that 
they felt fenfible enmity againtt 
God. It gave them pain to fee 
what God was, and what he. was 
doing and would do. God made 
ufe of various means to awaken 
the carelefs, befides the preaching 
of the gofpel. Sometimes pafla- 
ges of f{cripture came like arrows 
to the heart. Such as thefe ; 
“* The axe is laid to the root of the 
tree, every tree that bringeth not 
forth good fruit is hewn down, and 
cafi into the fire. The Lord is a 
God of knowledge, and by him ac- 
tions are weighed.”? One, who 
had religious parents and ancef- 
tors, was {truck with the thought, 
that the piety of the family fhould 
ceafe in him. Some, that. their 
hufbands, or wives, or their young 
companions were fetting out in re- 
ligion and that they were like to 
be left. The thought of being 
left of God would often ftrike 
them to the heart. : 

AAs the work of conviGion in- 
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creafed, they were driven, from 
their hiding places, and obtained 
more clear and diftinét views of 
the extenfive nature of the divine 
commands ; and found their hearts 
to be a fountain of iniquity, from 
whence flowed all their a@ual 
fins. Thofe, who were brought 
to receive the light of divine truth 
fhining in the face of Jefus, pre- 
vious thereto, were made fenfible, 
that in heart, they were fo oppo- 
fed to holinefs, that they lay 
wholly at the mercy of God ; 
that Ged would be juft to caft 
them off forever ; and that his 
declaration, “ J quill have mercy 
on whom I will have mercy,” was 
their only ground of hope ; that 
it would be juft in God ‘to leave 
them to be veflels of wrath, fitted 
for deftruGtion ; or, if it fhould 
pleafe him, to bring them toa 
cordial fubmiffion and make them 
veflels of mercy, prepared for 
glory, it would be all grace; and 
that they, of all the faved race, 
fhould be moft indebted to fove. 
reign mercy. As to thofe, who 
are viewed hopefully converted ; 
with refpe&t to the manner and 
circumitances of obtaining com- 
fort, and the degree of joy and. 
peace, there has been a difference. 
Ina few inftances, their cenvic- 
tion has been fhort and their joy 
fudden, being filled with admi- 


| ring views of God, difcovered in 


his law, in his gofpel, and in 
his righteous government. The 
words of the Pfalmift were fweet 
to them.—* The Lord reigneth, let 
the earth rejoice.” Alfo, the nat- 
ural world appeared to fhine with 
divine luftre, and in its vari- 
ous ways, to praife God ; and, 
they faid, they longed to join in 
praifing him forever. But, it 
was the cafe with many, that their 
convictions were long. Some 
perfons, who were brought up in 


‘1802. ] 


families, where religion had been 
maintained, had been under con- 
vitions, at feafons, from their 
childhood. By the Spirit of 
God, fuch were, often, brought 
gradually to hope that their hearts 
were brought into fubmiffion to 
him. It was often the cafe, that 
this was effected, by a reflex view 
of the working of the Spirit of 
God on their hearts. In fome 
inftances, fuch, on receiving light, 
concluded that their conviétions 
were gone and God had left them 
to a hard heart ; for, before this 
change, they had thought, if 
God fhould convert them, they 
fhould not only look on themfelves 
as very holy and good, but they 
fhould know that God had renew- 
ed their hearts, by his grace. 
But, now, to fee themfelves fuch 
wicked, ill-deferving and hell-de- 
ferving wretches, as much fo and 
if poffible more fo, than they 
were before the time of their 
awakening, it could not be that 
their hearts were renewed by 
grace, tho’ they fenfibly felt the 
contention between God and their 
own hearts tobeatanend. But, 
by being often bro’t to give up 
themfelyes,, and all that was’ dear 
to them, into the hands of a fove- 
reign God, without any referve ; 
by beholding the beauty and ex- 
cellency of the divine law, which 
condemned them ; the glory of 
Chrift as the end of the law to all 
who love and believe on him, they 
could not refrain from believing, 
trufting and committing their fouls 
to him. Some have faid, that 
their views of the fufficiency of 
Chrift were fuch, that if they 
had many fouls, they would truit 
them all in his hand, and hope for 
falvation in his name. 

Previous to the religious atten- 
tion among us, public worthip 


was greatly neglected by many 
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whole families, as well as by in- 
dividuals ; but when God began' 
to work, how comforting to Zi- 
on’s fiend, to fee them flocking 
to hear the word preached, on the 
fabbath and at other feafons ! It 
appeared, that they felt them- 
felves interefted in the things 
which they heard. We had no 
diforder, or outcries, fo as to 
imake any difturbance in our pub- 
lic meetings; yet the folemnity 
was like going to the grave, orto 
judgment. No one, but thofe 
who know by experience, can 
conceive the joy which has taken 
place among the people of God. 
In regard to family prayer; in 
fome inftances, where there were 
but very few, who called upon 
the name of the Lord, formerly, 
now almoft whole neighborhoods 
have engaged in this duty ; that 
if one were to pafs among them, 
at certain feafons, he would be 
conftrained to fay, furely God is 
Parents, in a pub- 
lic manner, devoting themfelves, 
their little ones, and all that they 
have to the Lord. 

How pleafing the feafons, to 
behold the aged and the young 
of both fexes leaving the follies, 
peculiar to their age, and becom-~ 
ing followers of the lowly Jefus. 
The pious parents’ heart, ina 
number of inftances, partook of 
joy inexpreffible to fee the divine 
bleffing poured on them, agreea- 
bly to the promife, in Laiah, “ J 
will pour my Spirit upon thy feed, 
and my bleffing upon thine off 
spring ;?? to fee thofe, who were 
of themfelves, arifing and buil- 
ding the old waite places, and re- 
pairing the breaches of former 
generations. Ina few inftances, 
almoft whole families have been 
affected, and they have efpoufed 
the caufe of Chrift, before a vain 
and deluded world. 
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Since the work of God.revived, 
in this ‘place, fixty-four perfons 
have been united to the church ; 
and ninety have been baptized, 
on their own, or on their parents” 
account. On one fabbath, fix 
houfholds were prefented and bap- 
tized, containing twenty-three 
‘children. This circumftance, ac- 
companied with a fermon, on the 
duty of parents to their children, 
under the divine agency, was made 
amean of good to many. It 
‘was noticed by children. In one 
inftance a child afked her mother, 
who made no profeffion of reli- 
gion, “ Mamma, why am not I 
baptized >?’ This went to the 
mother’s heart. We hope the 
‘wound was healed by the blood of 
Jefus, and the enabled to give her- 
felf, her children and all that fhe 
had into the hands of God. 

Thofe who have made a profef- 
fion ef religion, in this time of at- 
tention, have appeared to adorn 
their profeflion, by their obfery- 
ance of the commands of ‘Chrift ; 
“but fhould it be the cafe, that in 
a fhort time we fhould have ex- 
ceptions to make, becaufe fome 
return, like the “ dog to his own 
vomit again ; and the fow that 
was wafhed, to her wallowing in 
the mire,”’ it ought not to be no- 
ticed‘as any thing againtt religion ; 
but an evidence of the depravity 
and treachery of the human heart. 
“Tares. are often found among 
wheat, and falfe profeffors among 
real Chriftians. God has feen it 
needful to leave fome of his own 
children to fall, to try them, 
thereby to make them more fit 
for. their mafter’s ufe and fervice. 
And if fome poor hardened fin- 
ners are wifhing that thofe who 
have deferted their company may. 
turn back ; God may according 
to his word fend them this delu- 
dion, and let them try to feed j 
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their fouls withthe fins of his pro- 
fefling people. While the finners’ 
hearts are hardening and prepar- 
ing for deitruétion; God calls the 
backflider, he returns, condemns* 
his fhameful apoftacy, and by mak- 
ing confeffion, he brings glory to 
God and fhame upon finners. 
Sinners, in a day of divine grace, 
fhould fear, left while they are 
watching others and negleGing 
their own fouls, the Spirit fhould 
be quenched, and that come on 
them {fpoken by the prophet to 
Ifrael in their rebellion; that 
they might go, and fall backward, 
and ‘be broken, and fnared, and 
taken.” Though we fear that 
fome who have appeared to run 
well, for a feafon, will apoftatize, 
and thereby grieve the genera- 
tion of God’s children; yet we 
hope better things of many, who 
have appeared to embrace the 
truth, in this joyful feafon, and 
things that accompany falvation, 
We have raifed expectations, that 
God who has exerted the power 
of fovereign grace, in changin 
their hearts, will put. forth the 
fame exertions, in keeping them, 
through faith, to eternal life. 
There are many, who cavil at 
the fimilarity of the accounts giv- 
en of the work of God, in various 
places, and the likenefs of individ. 
ual narratives ; and would fain 
fuggeft that thefe things were 
learned from each other; but if 
fuch perfons would call to mind, 
and carefully attend to the fol- 
lowing things, they would be con- 
{trained to fay, that their likenefs 
was an, evidence of the truth of 
them, viz. The natural hearts of 
all men are alike, in the fame 
{tate of total ‘moral depravity. — 
All men have to do with the fame 
God. Adal men have a fimilar 
monitor “or confcience within 
them ; are under the fame law 5 
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hear the fame gofpel ; enjoy the 
fame bible, and means of religion. 
All men are called, or moved by 
the fame fpirit ; are in the fame 
world and are bound to the fame 
eternity. From thefe confidera- 
tions it is not ftrange, that per- 
fons who never faw or heard of 
each other, when born again by 
the f{pirit of God, fhould fpeak 
the fame things ; and when met, 
fhould converfe as though they 
had been born of the fame parents 
and educated under the fame 
means. This, inftead of being 
an argument againtft religion is a 

clear proof that it,is from God. 
- And now, may the God of 
hope fill us with all joy, and 
peace in believing ; and grant 
that we, who have named the 
name of Chrift, may depart from 
iniquity. Amen. ; 
“From yours, &c. 
IsraeL Day. 

Killingly, Auguft, 1802. 
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* DEAR SON, a 
« 47 OUR letter, of the 20th 
ultimo, now lies. before 
me—JI have perufed it with fome 
_conflit of feelings. You well 
know my: fentiments in’ moral 
things. ‘In the name of com- 
mon fenfe, with confidence, with 
boldnefs and affurance,” you afk, 
“< what we were made for, if not 
to live to ourfelves ?”’ I fhall not 
fearch for arguments, a priori, I 
fhall take for granted what is par- 
ticularly aflerted in the holy {crip- 
tures. 1 Cor. x. 31. * Wheth- 
er therefore ye eat, or drink, or 
whatever ye do, do all to the glo- 
ry of God.”’—In another place it 
is faid, “¢ the love of Chrift con- 
ftraineth us, that they who live 
thouldnot henceforthilive to them- | 
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felves, but to him who died for 
The pi- 
ous pfalmift fays, «« Whom have 
T in heaven but thee ? and there 
is none upon earth that I defire 
befides thee?”—** God is the 
ftrength of my heart, and my 
portion for ever.”’ The pfalmilt 
alfo addrefling his own foul, fays, 
«Return unto thy reft O my foul” . 
—< Cleave unto the Lord your 
God’’—0 talte and fee that the 
Lord is good” In thy pref- 
ence is fulnefs of joy, and at thy 
tight hand there are pleafures 
forever more.” It is alfo afferted 
in Gal. vi. 16. ‘ As many as 
walk according to this rule, peace 
be on them.”? The word of God, 
my dear fon, is the rule to dire& us 
in all our walks in life. And that 
perfon who chalks out a rule for 
himfelf by fabricating a theoretic 
{cheme,, founded on his paffions, 
or on fome vifionary phantom, 
exifting no where but in his own 
diftorted imagination, muft float 
very loofely, and precarioufly on 
the tide of life. *¢In vain wilf 
you fearch for happinefs,” as you 
exprefs it, “‘by plowing the track- 
lefs ocean, or roaming in folitary 
wilds.”” No perfon can be happy 
in this world when he avoids his. 
duty, and no one is fo wretched 
as he who takes himfelf out of 
the divine protection. ‘You fur- 
ther fay, in your letter, “ Can 
we enjoy this life without ftrict- 
ly adhering to this principle of 
felf-love ? Certainly we cannot.” 
Alas! my fon, what an infer. 
ence ! what a canclufion !—I ac- 
knowledge a perfon is to regard 
himfelf and to feek his own happi- 
nefs; but he is to do all this in 
God’s appointed way-——-God is 
the chief good in the univerfe, 
and the happinefs of all created 
intelligeucies confilts in the en- 


joyment of him. ‘The good man, 
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in f{cripture, is veprefented, as 
“ feeking not his own.” 1 Cor. 
Vi. 19, 20. ‘ Ye are not your 
own for ye are bought with a 
price—therefore glorify God in 
your body, and in your fpiit, 
which are God’s.”—-Now, my 
fon, put your truft in God, and 
fubmit on gofpel terms, and your 
mind will be calm ; the rugged 
road of life will appear to be 
fmocth and delightfome in the 
difcharge of duty. 

« Thofe do€trines which you 
moftly oppofe, are, the decrees, 
eledtion, and the divine /overeigniy. 
But permit me to affure you, that 
they are connected with the atone- 
“ment by Chrift, and are the moft 
comforting and confoling doc- 
trines in the bible ; in fhort, they 
are the only hope of the true 
child of. God. 

<< T now proceed to. take no- 
tice of another fentence in your 
letter. ¢ Ido not wifh by argu- 
ment to convince you that I am 
right, but it muft be more than 
human wifdom and forefight to 
convince me that I am wrong, 
the reafon is, I don’t intend to 
be convinced.” O my fon, what 
an aftonifhing determination is 
this! Bring arguments as many 
as you pleafe, but don’t make af- 
fertions—I am always willing to 
lay myfelf open to conviction, by 
coolly and candidly difcuffing a 
fubject, and why had you not bet- 
ter fufpend your opinion, for a 
while, in things that you cannot 
comptehend, than to make a rafh 
conclufion at the age of fixteen. 
When you fpeak on political fub- 
jects, you totally turn the tables; 
you fay, “ But before we form 
our judgment, we ought to exam- 


ine it more minutely.’”? Why, my - 


fon, ought we not in our moral 
concerns to examine the fubje& 
full more minutely ? Do not rafh 
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conclufions in matters of infinite 
moment denote an obftinate, and 
perverfe temper of mind, or a 
heart totally oppofed to holinefs 
and all moral good? Paufe a mo- 
ment, and ponder, fift your fenti- 
ments—retire alone in your clofet, 


| fubmit yourfelf to God, through - 


the merits of Chrift, and afk the 
divine aid and direGtion. ‘To be 
really virtuous is the great leffon 
before us, and every accomplifh- 
ment, and every acquirement to 
the exclufion of moral goodnefs, 
are comparatively lefs than no- 
thing and altogether vanity. 

‘¢ You alfo remark, that the 
pafiage which J quoted concern- 
ing the ancient Hebrews, ‘ does 
not apply in the prefent cafe, be- 
caufe mankind (youfay) at the 
prefent day are totally different 
from what they wére centuries 
ago.”? Why, my fon, does it 
not apply ; the human heart has 
been the fame in all ages. Envy 
and malice were confpicuous in 
Cain—intrigue and fycophancy 
in Abfalom—blafphemy in Rab- 
fhekah—murderin Hazael—enor- 
mous pride in Haman, and cruelty 
in Herod. What can be the dif- 
ference? Surely nothing, only 
mankind in the prefent period of 
declenfion, are more refined in 
wickednefs. | But the divine gov- 
ernment is *the fame, and God 
will not deviate from his ordinary 
courfe, in the difpenfations of his’ 
providence, and in his dealings to- 
wards mankind becaufe of their 
refinement in fin. I confider you, 
now, my dear fon, in that dangers 
ous period of life, when you are 
moft expofed to the allurements 
of temptation ; I have many an 
anxious hour, fearing that you 
will indulge habits of thinking, 
that will lead you to infidelity. 
In my remarks to you from time 
to time, on the fubjeG, you have 
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thought me too fevere and illibe- 
ral, and that my bodings were ill 
founded ; but by your own ac- 
count, you are expofed to the 
company of infidel declaimers ; 
you liften to their wit, their bril- 
liancy, and gay rhetoric, and you 
filently applaud them for their 
fkill in reafoning, their boldnefs 
of thought, and the polith of their 
manners. No perfon will all at 
once difcard the early impreflions, 
ofa religious education, inculca- 
ted by pious parents, and adopt 
fentimients in their ftead, which 
are addreffed only to the paffions. 
«From early life, fome perfons 
grow up into a ftate of confirmed 
infidelity, ‘from a froward, per- 
verfe natural temper.’? But this 
frowardnefs of natural temper and 
difpofition, Tam far from think- 
ing, applies to you ; I amrea- 
dy to acknowledge that you have 
been an obedient and pleafant 
child from your infancy. You 
have been thoughtful and ferious 
in childhood, and your mind _ has 
been tenderly impreffed with reli- 
gious truths. The awful reali- 
ties of a future ftate have ftared 
“you in the face, and you have 
formed refolutions, that you would 
clive a religious life. The divine 
law has been brought home to 
your confcience. When the Ho- 
Jy Spirit has vifited you, and ear- 
neitly offered you the rewards of 
an heavenly inheritance, how ex- 
ceedingly important was it for you 
‘then to accept of the terms of fal- 
vation, thus offered by your Re- 
deemer ! The ordinary way that 
God deals with finners, is to fend 
his Holy Spirit; he urges, he 
_ftrives and impreffes their minds 
with the great and folemn truths, 
' that relate to their eternal intereft 
and welfare. And upon a finner’s 
refufing to fubmit and accept fal- 
vation, the divine energies are 


aw You, TI Now 6. 
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withdrawn from him. It is rare 
for perfons who have had a reli- 
gious education, not to have fome 
fober reflections, and bitter re- 
morfe of confcience for their 
fins, but by frequent relapfes, af- 
ter repeated calls and warnings, 
their hearts become more and 
more hardened, their confciences 
become feared and callous, till fi- 
nally God gives up fuch finhers 
to judicial hardnefs of heart, or as 
it is exprefled in the language of 
holy writ, “ He {wears in his 
wrath, that they fhall never enter 
into his eft.” After the repeat- 
ed warnings, and vifitations of 
God’s Holy Spirit, and after as 
many rejections by the finne 

with what fitnefs, with what pros 
priety, may Wifdom utter her 
voice and fay—* Becaufe I have 
called, and ye have refufed, I have 
ftretched out my hand,” yes re- 
peatedly, and in the moft pathet- 
ic and tender manner have «JI 
ftretched out my hand, and ye ' 
have not regarded”—Yes, “ ye 

have fet at nought my counfel 
and would none of my reproof, 
I will now laugh at your calami- 
ty, Iwill mock when your fear 
cometh.’? Yea, when the terrors 
of death fhall feize upon you ; 

when the flings of an abufed and 
affrighted confcience fhall pierce 
your very foul cn a death bed, 
I will be fo far from affording 
you any comfort or confolation 
that I will laugh and mock.—. 
Alas ! how terrible, and awful is 
the ftate of the dying finner, be- 
reft by an avenging and holy 
God of a fingle gleam of hope ! 

In the common courfe of God’s 

dealings with finners he omits no-. 
thing, on his patt, to withdraw 

them from evil ; he is ready to 

grant them freely his grace and 

Holy, Spirit, and God does not 

forfake them till after they have 
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thus repeatedly defpifed his coun- 
fels and abufed his patience.— 
This fets the faithfulnefs, the 
goodnefs and jultice of God 
ina clear point of light, and fhews 
that men may be happy if they 
will—and if they refufe, the fault 
lies at their own door, and they 
themfelves are the procurers of 
their own ruin and final perdition. 
Refle@, my fon, a moment and 
confider—Remember that he who 
takes himfelf out of the divine 
protection, is doomed to perplex- 
ities, and gloomy, foreboding fears 
—he often flies from obje& to ob- 
ject in purfuit of fome momenta- 
ry pleafure that he may lofe in 
them the remembrance of his real 
condition. Your happinefs, your 
real good lies near the heart of 
‘your father, and when he even 
fufpe€ts that any of his children 
‘are fwerving from prificiple, and 
‘deviatmg from the pleafant paths 
of ‘wifdom and duty, it pierces 
‘him to the heart. 

“Towards the conclufion of 
your letter, from a confcioufnefs 
that’ you had fuggefted wrong 
fentiments,, you fuppofe that 
your letter would be unentertain- 
‘ing to me; “ if fo,” you fay, 
‘s¢ deftrby it.” -No, my fon, I 
don’t deftroy letters, and I hope 
you will not be fo ungrateful, and 
unfilial, as to deftroy this.— 
Read it over and over again, and 
‘think of it—and I pray God to 
give you a heart to know the 
‘things that belong to your peace 
before they are forever hidden 
from your eyes. O my fon, let 
not the fafcinating charms of a 
delufive and tempting world lead 
you aftray from duty, for in refu- 
fing to obey the calls of wifdom, 
and by fetting at nought counfel 
‘and reproof, the heart ftrangely 


‘becomes at variance both with: 


veligion and principle. 


< 


“J fubferibe with the utmof 
tendernefs, your very affectionate 
father.”? 


Extrads from the Son’s letter, in ree 
ply to the foregoing. 
Yale-College, Aug. 2, 1802. 


©’ Dear FATuer, 

“rENHIS day completes one 

year fince I received your 
letter dated Aug. 2d, 1801, fince 
which time various events have oc- 
curred, which may not be unin- 
terefting or unentertaining to you. 
When I received your kind and 
affeCtionate letter,.dated as above, 
it excited fuch emotions in my 
mind, as ought never to be indul- 
ged bya fon, towards a parent. 
At that time I thought you to be 
exceedingly cruel towards me, 
and that you were unreafonably 
fevere, in urging and prefling me 
to attend to thofe things, which 


then appeared to me calculated 


only to render my life unhappy, 
if not completely miferable. Your 
letter, together with fundry other 
letters which you wrote. before 
and afterwards, was replete with 
fuch ideas and fentiments, that 
my reafon compelled me to yield 
to their truth, while my heart 
was totally oppofed to every thing 
you fuggefted for my confidera- 
tion. Atthe fame time, I ftudi- 
oufly employed myfelf to find ont 
fomething either from {cripture, 
or from the fophiftry of Voltaire, 
or other infidel writers, which 
would in fome meafure obviate 
your remarks and quiet me in my 
own fentiments. In combatting 
the fubje&t with you, you will 
recolle& that I quoted the follow- 
ing texts of fcripture, viz. Eccl. 
vil. 16. ¢¢ Be not righteous over- 
much ; neither make thyfelf over- 
wife : why fhouldeft ‘thou deftroy: 


- thyfelf.2” or asit is. expreffed. ix. 
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the Hebrew, Why fhouldef thou 
be defolaté? Alfo chap. xi. 9. 
€¢ Rejoice, O young man, in thy 
youth, and let thy heart cheer 
thee in the days of thy youth, 
and walk in the ways of thine 
heart and in the fight of thine 


eyes.’”? You will notice here, that | 


T did not include the latter part of 
the verfe, (viz.) ‘ But know 
thou that for all thefe things God 
will bring thee into judgment.” 
Thus I colle&ted detached texts 
to anfwer my purpofe. In fhort, 


I had recourfe to a “ Refuge of |’ 


lies,” ‘ and to that falfehood 
which fmiled on my guilt.” Not 
fatisfying myfelf with arguments 
derived from feripture, I turned 
my attention to the writings of 
thofe men who had boldnefs 
enough to affert that the {criptures 
were falfe, and an impofition on 
mankind—that religion was prieft- 
craft, and * death was eternal 
fleep.”? Pondering — over their 
fophiftical arguments for fome 
weeks, I almoft reafoned myfelf 
' Gnto a belief of them, yet in my 
retired moments, the truths of 
divine revelation ftared me in the 
face—and I could not but ac- 
knowledge their worth and im- 
portance. Ihad, at times, dread- 
ful apprehenfions of the confe- 
-quences that would refult from 
a difbelief of them. I conceived 
thatthe dotrines of the divine 
decrees, eleCtion and fovereignty, 
were altogether inconfiftent with 
my free agency—and that for 
‘God to punifh a finner forever, 
when he had determined all. his 


actions, was arbitrary, partial and - 


unjut. During thefe conflicts, 
and ftruggles of my mind, and 
knowing that God muft be holy, 
juit and good, and that his word 
was true—I thought that as I 
could not ferve him here with fuch 
“ atemper and frame of mind as 
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were required, and that I fhould 
never be any better—I was led to 
believe that to rid myfelf of the 
troubles and perplexities of this 
life, and go into a future fate, 
would be far preferable. 1 be- 
lieved alfo that God had given me 
up to hardnefs of heart, and to 
blindnefs of mind, and had con- 
figned me to eternal -mifery. 
With thefe dreadfulapprehenfions, 
I fuppofed no good could refult. 
from my continuing here in this 
world, aday ora moment longer.” 
In this fituation, his mind being 
greatly agitated, and affailed, at 
times, by the moft fhocking temp- 
tations, he continued during the 
fall of 1801—after giving the 
particulars of which, he proceeds. 
*‘ In the beginning of the la 
winter I came to this determina- 
tion (viz.) to live a life of exter- 
nal morality in order to render 
my friends happy—still believing 
that when death fhould clofe my 
earthly career, hell would be. my 
portion forever. I thus refolved 
to think no more of a future ftate, 
but I was now and then overtaken 
with this terrible truth, that my 
works muft be brought into judg- 
ment. The fuddendeathofafriend, 
or an acquaintance, would alarm 
me. I oftencalledto my remem- 
brance the awakening fermons 
that I had heard from the defic; 
nor could I wipe from my mind 
the awful denunciations of my 
bible. All thefe combined would: 
oécafion the deepeft anguifh in 
my foul. At thefe times I was 
extremely unhappy. Life ap- 
peared to be a burden, and what 


cheightened my mifery, was the 


peace and happinefs that Chrif- 
tians enjoyed. Lo fee thofe af 
my clafsmates, who were religious, 
walking calmly along thro’ this 
vale of tears, without a murmur 
ing or repining figh, and {ubmut- 
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five to thedivine law and govern- 
ment, wasa fource to me of the 
deepeft affliction. ‘lhus was I 
alternately calm and fecure, and af- 
flited with bitter remorfe. Some- 
times I was unable to “purfue my 
ftudies, and at others, I ftudied 
merely to expel thofe thoughts, 
which Jay with fo much weight 
on my mind. I continued in 
this fituation, that I have now 
related, tillthe 6th of May laft, 
when upon reviewing my life for 
months paft, and refiecting on the 
courfe that I had purtued, and 
the many refolutions that I had 
formed of deftroying my life, I 
fell into a ftate of dejection and 
defpair. I more fully believed, 


than ever, that the torments of 


hell, were to be my everlatting 
portion, and that remaining here 
on earth enhanced the mifery to 
which I thought myfelf inevitably 
doomed. 
that God in his. wrath had faid, 


Depart from me thou worker of 


iniguity,”? 
From this, to the 9th of May, 


which was the fabbath, the an- 
guifh of his mind feems to have. 


nifen toits height ; during which 
pericd, he was powerfully attack- 
ed by the adverfary, and -his mind 
filled with horrid | temptations. 
The ftate of. his mind, and the 
relief which he experienced, on 
the fabbath, he relates -as, fol- 
lows :-— - 

“ T was very much diftreffed all 
the forenoon, was in pain of pody, 
as well as in exquifite horror of 
mind, and concluded that nothing 
but death’ could mitigate my. fuf- 
ferings.—But alas !;who:ean fath- 
6m the love and benevolenceof an 
all-wife creator? He had referv. 
ed me for fomething which I did 
not expect.. About one o’clock 
in the afternoon, having my bible 
in my hands, and turnin gfrom one 


I felt fully confident. 
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end tothe other, I happened to 
caft my eyes on this paflage in the 
cxxxvill. Pfalm, In the day 
when I cried, thou anfweredit 
me, and ftrengthenedft me with 
ftrength in my foul”? | Upon 
reading this paflage, fomething 
which never entered into my heart 
to conceive now poured in upon 
my foul like a “ mighty rufhing 
wind.” Every thing now ap- 
peared like a new creation. The 
day which had appeared before 
this time, dark, difmaland gloomy, 
now appeared uncommonly pleaf- 
ant. Chrift’ my only Saviour, 
whom I had fo long defpifed and 
perfecuted, now appeared alto. 
gether lovely. The bible above 
all other books appeared the betft 
and the moft important. ©The » 
pain of body under which I la- 
bored, but a few hours before, was 
gone. In fhort this was one of 
the moft agreeable afternoons that 


T ever fpent-in my life. Every 


thing appeared perfe@ly right in 
the divine government ; I felt fub- 


miffive, and rejoiced that God 


was on the throne, and I felt fully 
refigned to his holy law, as being 
jutt and good, and I hope I. fhall 
never feel otherwife. From that 
day to the prefent I have enjoy- 
ed myfelf uncommonly well. My 
chief delight has been to worfhip 
God, who. from his boundlefs 
goodnefs,; has been pleafed. to 
manifeft himfelf,» by his grace to 
me, who am the greateft of fin- 
ners.—-I_ confider myfelf, dear fa- 
ther, as a brand fnatched from the 
burning. . Lam: now ‘refolved to 
devote the remainder of my life 
to the fervice .of my Redeemer ; 
and finally I hope that TI may be 
made a trophy of his grace in his 
heavenly kingdom. 7 

“¢ Thus. I lave given you a 
brief account of the feene throu gh 
which I have paffed, and with all 
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filial affeStion I fubfcribe myfelf 
your dutiful fon.” 


Religious Intelligence. 
Hampfhire Mi ‘ffionary Society. 
Extrads from the Report of the 


fronary Society: at their annual 
meeting at Northampton, on_ the 


laft Thurfday in Auguft, A. D. | 


1802. 


Bh HE Truftees of the Hamp fire 
Miffionary Society, in con- 
formity to the fixth article of the 
Conititution, make to the Society 
the following Report of their do- 
ings, fince their appointment in 
January laft;—of the pleafing 
profpects before the Society ;— 
and of the meafures which the 
Truftees judge to be proper for 
accomplifhing the benevolent and 
pious defigns of the Inftitution. 
The Truftees entered, *imme- 
diately, upon the important du- 
ties afligned to them. _ Copies of 
the Conftitution of the Society 
and papers, to obtain fubfcriptions 
to its funds, were fent into the 
feveral towns, and parifhes of the 
county ; and expedients were em- 


ployed to procure returns of the | 


donations and fubferiptiens ob- 
tained. Inftruétions for the di- 
rection of the Miffionaries and an 
addrefs to the inhabitants of the 
New-Settlements were formed and 
printed. 

As foon as fufficient informa- 
tion could be obtained of the ftate 
of the Society’s funds, meafures 
were adopted for procuring: fuita- 
ble \Miffionaries ; and five. hun- 
dred dollars were appropriated for 
the payment of Miuffionaries the 
prefent feafon ;.and three hun- 
dred) dollars for the purchafe of 
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Bibles and’ other pious Chriftian 
writings to be diftributed in the 
New Settlements. 

Under the appointment of the 
Truftees, Rev. Samuel T aggart, 
and Rev. Fohn Taylor have en- 
tered'on a miffion to the counties 
of Montgomery, Herkemer and 
Oneida in the’ ftate of New-York, 


Truftee: to the Hampfhire Mif. | to be employed on the north fide 


of Mohawk river. Mr. T; aggart 
began his tour about the laf of 
June, to continue in the fervice of 
the Society fixteen weeks, with 
liberty to vifit for three weeks 
the counties of Chenango and 
Onondago, to preach to the people 
and gain information of their re- 
ligious itate. Mr. Taylor follow- 
ed him about the middle of July, 
and is to join and co-operate with 
him for the term of twelve weeks. 

Under like appointment Rev 
Jonathan Grout, early in July, 
began a miffion to the new fettle- 
ments in the Diftri&t of Maine. 
His engagement is for fixteen 
weeks. In the fecond week of 
Auguft, Rev. Enoch Hale followed 
Mr. Grout with direGtions to join 
and co-operate with him for twelve 
weeks. 

Thefe Miffionaries have fo | 
lately commenced their labors, 
that the Truftees have not been 
able to obtain any very intereft- 
ing intelligence from them to com- 
municate to the Society, except- 
ing that the three firft named have 
arrived, in good health, at the’ 
places of their deflination, and 
have entered upon their work 
with a becoming activity and zeal 
and with flattering profpects of 
accomplifhing the object of their 
miffion with happy fuccefs. The 
acquaintance which the members 
of the Society have with the char- 
aéters of their Miffionaries will, 
it is prefumed, excite, in addition 
to their fervent “prayers, and 
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thank{givings to God in their be- 
half, the pleafing expectation of 
their fidelity and good fuccefs. 
- The appropriations made for 
the purchafe of Books have been 
carried into effe@t as far as circum- 
ftances would admit of its being 
done advantageoufly for the So- 
ciety. One grofs of Bibles, five 
dozen of Janeway’s Token for 
Children, and thirty copies of the 
fele€t Sermons lately publifhed in 
this county have been purchafed. 
An impreffion has been made of 
3000 copies of Doddridge’s Ad- 
drefs to a Mafter of a Family, and 
of the fame number of the A flem- 
bly’s fhorter catechifm. Nine- 
teen copies of Dr. Lathrop’s Ser- 
mon, entitled God’s challenge to 
Infidels, have been contributed. 
Five hundred copies of the Truf- 
' tees Inftru€tions to the Miffiona- 
ries and their Addrefs to the in- 
habitants of the new fettlements 
have been printed: And Propo- 
fals are iffued for reprinting Dr. 
Lathrop’s four Sermons on the 
mode and fubjects of Chriftian 
Baptifm, and his two Sermons en- 
titled Chrift’s warning to his 
churches to beware of falfe pro- 
phets. Meafures are alfo purfu- 
ing. to procure Doddridze’s Rife 
and Progrefs of religion in the 
foul, and Fuller’s Gofpel its own 
witnefs, that they may be ready 
for diftribution another feafon. 
The Truftees have fent on for 
diftribution by the hands of their 
Miffionaries, fix dozen of Bibles, 
five hundred of Doddridge’s Ad- 
drefs to the Mafter of a Family, 
one thoufand of the fhorter Cat- 
echifms, five dozen of Faneway’s 
Token for Children, fifteen of the 
Select Sermons, nineteen of La- 
*hrop’s God’s Challenge to Infi- 
dels, and eighty of the Truftées 
Inflru@tions and A ddrefs. 


There have been ecolleGed for | 
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the ufe of the Society 1163 Dol- 
lars 77 Cents, of which fum 27 
Dollars 58 Cents are now inthe 
hands of the Committee of the 
Truftees, ready to be delivered to 
the Treafury, and the remainder 
has been paid into the Treafury 
and the Treafurer’s receipts for 
the fame are in the hands of the 
Committee ; 372 Dollars 14 


| Cents are now due to the Society 


and remain to be collected ; 432 


| Dollars 42 Cents are payable an- 


nually in the month of January 
for the fix following years ; 4130 
Dollars 43 Cents are the total 
amount of the fubfcriptions and 
contributions which have been 
made by pious and liberal benfac- 
tors to the Society. 

The infancy of the Inftitution 
has not furnifhed time for the So- 
ciety to realize the joyous fruits 
of their liberality in its happy ef- 
fe&ts arnong their brethren of the 
New Settlements. But the rich’ 
bleffings, which have been expe- 
rienced, in various and diftant re- 
giors by fimilar inftitutions of an 
earlier date, may well exeite in _ 
this Society pleafing and joyful 
hopes that the merciful Jefus, 
who hath fed his blood for fin- 
ners, will acknowledge and blefs 
them alfo, in their fincere and ar- 
dent zeal to promote his king- 
dom in the falvation of immortal 
fouls.’? 


Berkire Miffionary Society. 


ON the 21ft of Sept. the 
Miffionary Society in the counties 
of Berkfhire and Columbia held 
their annual meeting at Pittsfield. 
The following officers were cho- 
fen for the year enfuing, viz. Rev. 


Ephraim Fudfon, Prefident, the 


Hon. Timothy Edwards, Efq. 
Vice-Prefident, the Hon. Wii- 
lam Walker, E{q. Treafurer, Rev? 
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Alvan Hyde, Secretary, and Rev. 
Oliver Ayer, Clerk.—The Rev. 
Dr. Stephen Weft, the Hon. Tim- 
othy Edwards, Efg. the Rev. E- 


phraim Fudjon, the Hon. William | 


Walker, Eg. the Rev. Thomas 
Allen, Elijah Williams, Eg. the 
Rev. Daniel Collins, Deacon Fohn 
Hall, the Rev. David Perry, Dea- 
con Stephen Nafb and the Rey. 
Alvan Hyde, Truftees. 

From the report of the late 
board of Truftees to the Society, 
it appeared that they had employ- 
ed the following Miflionaries the 
laft year, viz. the Rev. Samuel 
- Leonard two months in the north- 
ern counties of Vermont, and two 

months in the weftern counties of 
New-York—the Rev. David Per- 
ry three months in the weftern 
counties of New-Yerk—the Rev. 
David Porter three months, and 
the Rey. David Harrower, nine 
weeks in the county of Luzerne 
tn the ftate of Pennfylvania, and 

the Rey. Benjamin Woofer three 
months in the north-weftern coun- 
ties of New-York, bordering on 
Lake Champlain. 

From the journal of the Rev. 
Mr. Harrower, it appeared that 
in performing his miflion, he rode 
459 miles, preached 40 fermons, 
attended 10 conferences, and 2 
church meetings, and vifited mere 
than 50 families. Rev. Mr. Por- 


ter rode 711 miles, preached 60 | 


fermons, attended 14 conferences, 
and 4 church meetings, affifted in 
forming two churches, baptized 
15 children, and made 141 family 
vilits—Rev. Mr. Perry, in ac- 


complifhing his miffion, rode 1037. 


miles, preached 117 times, atten- 
ded 8 church meetings and reli- 
gious conferences, adminiftered 

the Lord’s fupper 3 times, bapti- 
zed 4 children, vilited 6 {chools, 
and 96 families.—Rev. Mr. Leon. 
ard, when on his miffion in the 
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weftern counties of New«York, 
preached 43 fermons, attended 15 
conferences, baptized 26 children 
and 3 adults, adminiftered the 
Lord’s fupper twice, and admit. 
ted 11 perfons to the communion 
of churches. ‘'T'he journals of the 
maiffions of Rev. Meff’rs. Leonard 
and Woofler, in the northern coun- 
ties of Vermont have not yet. been 
received. 

The Miffionaries uniformly tef- 
tify, that the people in the new 
fettlements are much difpofed to 
attend religious meetings, and that 
Miffionaries were never more need- 
ed, more cordially received, and 
better treated than at prefent. 


____——=_== POET), 
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COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL. 


Lhe [pirit of prayer, and acceptance with 
God defired. 
I. GOD fupreme, whofe. piercing: 
fight, : 
Darts thro’ the darkeft thades of night, 
Lookdown, with a propitious eye, 
While proftrate, at thy feet I lic. 


2. Th’ appointed hour of prayer is 
come, 
But fill my wandjring thoughts would 
. roam ; 
Sin has eftrang’d my heart from thee, 
And guilt would from thy prefence flee. 


3. O’erwhelm’d, my bofom. fwells 
with grief ; 

My native vilenefs ! unbelief! 

If only mov’d with flavith fear, 

Will God vouchfafe a gracious ear? 


4. What flatt’ries yain have I believ’d t 
Oh; how thy Holy Spirit griev’d! = 
In this my wretched, helplefs fate, 

ds he quite gone ? Isall too late? 

5.1 ama finner, poor and blind: 

"Tis not in-earth:to eafe my niind; 

I walk in darkfome shades of. night, 
Nor can creation cheer my fight. 


6. Father, I would not ‘yet defpair, 
But fill prefume-a humble prayer; 
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“ Gracious and Merciful” thy name, 
And thou unchangeably the fame, 


4. Oh, draw me to thy gracious throne, 
Through th’ atonement of thy Son. 
Lord, every grace is thine to give, 
Look down and let the rebel) live. 


8. Dear Saviour, pity from above ; 
Oh, let me freely fhare thy love ; 
Be thou my advecate ; to thee, 
To thee, alone, for help I flee. 


9. O may the Spirit deign to fhine, 
Through this benighted foul of mine: 
With light, and all thy quick’ning rays, 
Infpire my heart to pray’r and praife. 


10. Trembling, before the awful throne 
Of fov’reign grace, I’ll caft me down ; 
Here, all my hope, and all my fear ; 
And if J perifh, perifh here. 
LURANDA. 


On Death—To .a Friend. 


I. a ide night; andbufy mortals are 
retir’d to reft, 
And all the world in folemr darknefs 
lies, 
But penfive thoughts opprefsmy lab’ring 
heart, 
And balmy fleep’s a ftranger tomy eyes. 


2. Oh Death ! deftroyer of the haman 
race. 

When willthy tyranny o’er mortals end! 

Often, unthinking, in the midft of days, 

Thy helplefs viGtims to the grave de- 
{cend. 


5. None are exempt from thy prevail- 
ing hand, 

Allranksarelevell’dby thy equal ftroke; 

Nor youth, nor age, thy dreadful pow- 
er withftand, 

But feel alike thy agonizing fhock. 


4 Once I was bleft with two deat 
virtuous friends, 
Their worth I knew, perhaps too fond: 


ly lov’d, i 

By Heav’n refumi’d, their fouls to blifs 
afcend, ; 

I figh’d, lamented, tho’ my heart ap- 
proy'd. 


4. Why flow my teats, why fhould I 
net rejoice, 

At their deliv’rance from this cumbrous 
clay ? 
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I foon fhall meet them, hear their gen- 
tle voice, 
Welcome my foul to everlafting day. 
AMANDA. 


The Retrofpeci—addreffed to a Friend. 


13. HE tear of forrow oft bedews 


5 my cheek, 
And rifing fighs my fecret griefs difclofe ; 
May I, my friend, your kind attention 
claim, 
Tothe fhort, fad. recital of my woes. 


2. Once ficklefortune,on Amandafmil’d 

Her lavifh’d gifts adorn’d my early 
youth, 

Bleft me with parents amiable and kind, 

One gentle friend, my every care to 
foothe. 


3. By education’s foftering care refin’d, 

My bofom glow’d with friendfhip’s ar- 
dent fire, 

While youthful fancy pourtray’d {cenes 
of blifs, 

And fondly hop’d to realize defire. 

4. But Ah! the fad reverfe ! relentlefs 
death 

Snatch’d from my bofom my beloved 
friend, 

Diftrefs and forrow rent my bleeding 
heart, 

While fadly mourning her untimely end. 


5- Unpitying fortune not.content with 
this, 

Sent dire adverfity to wound our peacé, 

Our friends forfook us with contempt 
and {corn 

Infulting—added to our deep diftefs. 


6. Where is the generous friend, whofe 
gentle hand, 
Willkindly foothe the poignancy of 


wos ; 

Reftore a wretched mournet’s long loft 
peace, 

And bid her heart with tranquil pleafure 
glow? 

7: To thee, O God! I lift my tearful 
eyes, 

Thy power alone.can eafe my aching 
heart, 

Be thou my Friend, my Father and my 
God, 

And heavenly comforts to my foul im- 
part. : 


AMANDA. 


Donation to the Connediicut Mifionary Society. 


A friend of Miffions, § 


100 Dollars. 
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44 Review of times paft, and con- 


_ templations on future profpeds,* 


humbly attempted for general in- 
Jtruétion, and to excite pious med- 

 itations, (Fc. : or, the Editors’ 
New Year’s Girt, to their 
generous readers. 


+ (Contin. from Vol. II. p. 248) 
OMMUNION with the Fa- 


ther of our fpirits, is the 


duty, dignity and happinefs of 
_-man. 


The more conitantly and 
univerfally we commune with him, 
the more perfectly fhall we per. 
form our duty, the more fhall’ we 
affimilate into his divine image, 
and participate in the dignity and 
bleffednefs of his prefence and 
kingdom. -That we may behold 
him, and commune with him, not 
only in his word and ordinances, 


but in all his works, in all events, | 
in all the various grades and con- 


ditions-of creatures, we muit be 
fixed in this great point, that his 
kingdom ruleth over all: ‘That 
he planteth the nations and pluck- 


eth them up: That our times, | 


and the times of all men, the be- 


ginning, the number and the end_ 
of our years, all their events and \ 


concomitant circumftances, are in 
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his hands: That the haplefs fpar- 
row falls not on the ground with- 
out his notice ; and that the leatt 
as well as the greateft events, are 
entirely under his government. 
We mutt alfo realize that his gov. 
ernment is abfolutely _perfed:s 
That he worketh all things ac- 
cording to the counfel of his own 
will; brings light out of dark- 
nefs and good out of evil: That 
the wrath of man {hall praife him; 
and that the remainder of wrath 
he will reftrain. Amidft all the 
mighty revolutions, convulfions, 
violence, tears and diforders which, 
are upon earth, he will caufe all 

things univerfally to combinetheir — 
influence, and operate together 
for the glory of his name, the 
good of his church in general, 
and of thofe individually who have 
pleafure inhim. {In thefe views, 
we may contemplate the years of 
the right hand of the Moft High 
with peculiar advantage. Behold. 
ing his greatnefs, wifdom, power, 
goodnefs and faithfulnefs, our 
faith will be increafed, our love 
inflamed, our gratitude and ado- 
ration enlivened, our fubmiffion, 
patience-and contentment improv- 


ed, and we fhall be prepared, witl 
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- the inhabitants of heaven, to fing, 
Alleluia for the Lord God Omnip- 
otent reigneth. 

With thefe views, and for thefe 
noble purpofes let. us contemplate 
the events of the paft year, and 
the afpedts of providence with 
refpe&t to future times, and pref- 
ent duty.. 

If we glance our eyes upon 
Europe and the old world, fever- 
al great events claim our atten- 
tion. 
imaries of a general pacification, 
figned by the belligerent powers 
in 1801, the laft year, terminating 
in a definitive treaty ; and peace 
with her benign and cheering in- 

fluences. once more bleffing the 
kingdoms of Europe, and glad- 
dening the world. At the fame 
time, we have witheffed the great- 
eft, the moft violent and bloody 
confli&, profeffedly undertaken for 
the liberty and rights of men, 
which the world hath known, ter- 
minating in the moft powerful, 
confirmed and extenfive defpo- 
tifm which Europe hath ever ex- 
perienced. Another event, truly 
great. and wonderful,, is the re- 
eftablifhment of popery by this 
extenfive and formidable power. 
The religion of thofe extenfive 
countries, France and. Italy, is 
fubjected wholly, to the fecular 
arm. By the fame power, by the 
fame man, by whom the pope ap- 

eared to have received his deadly 
wounds, we behold him,. with af- 


tonifhment, revived, fupportedand: 


ina meafure healed. We fee a 
new kingdom ere€ted and eftab- 


lifhed, many nominal republics 


formed, not.to advance the liber- 
ties and happinefs of man, but to 
extend the power and. influence 
of one nation, and of one man. 
For acentury pait, the policy, 
eounfels and arms of moft of the 


kingdoms of Eyrope have been 


On the commencement of the New-Year. 


We have feen the prelim-: 
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employed to maintain a balance of 
power, for the prefervation of 
their liberties, repofe and fafety. 
But the negociators of the late 
general pacification, appear, ¢l- 
ther of choice or neceflity, to have 
abandoned all former principles . 
and policy, and'to Have negocia- 
ted a treaty which threatens the 
rights, peace and happinefs of all 
Europe and the world. Thefe 
are great and fingular events. 
They have wonderfully difap- 
pointed the expeétations of men, 
and fruftrated the defigns of the 
crafty.. They fhow that the Moft 
High ruleth in the kingdoms of 
men, and giveth them-to whom- 
foever he will. They demonttrate, 
that as the heavens are above the: 
earth, fo his thoughts are above 
our thoughts, and his ways above: 
the ways of men. “Though the 
general pacification be matter of 


joy, as it hath ftopped the flow 


of human blood, reftored thou- 
fands to their refpe€tive countries 
and friends, is friendly to litera- 
ture, commerce and a general dif= 
fufion of Chriftian knowledge ; 
yet the cixcumflances of it have 
beclouded our profpeG&s, and 
greatly diminifhed the general 
gladnefs.. But with whatever 
darknefs thefe events,.in our im- 
perfect views, may have covered 
the prefent face of things, yet this: 


-confideration, that they are parts: 


of his great plan, who is wonder- 
ful in counfel, and excellent in 
working, fhould give us entire 


fatisfaCtion, that they are beft, 


and will finally advance his glory, 
and the perfeétion and happinefs. 
of his great moral kingdom.’ He 
who looks through all caufes and’ 
their confequences, may have feen 
that the moft defpotic govern- 
ment would afford that protection, 
and fafety to millions, which nev~ 
er could have been enjoyed undex 
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‘the reign and violence of the Jaco- | whole exhibit, in a forcible and . 
‘bins ; and that it would give fuch | friking point of light, the futility 
acheck to the atheifm and infi- | and danger of new theories: The 
delity of illuminatifm, as could | impoffibility of enjoying liberty, 
have been effected “by no.other | 


-means. He may have forefeen 
that. popery in its prefent debil- 
itated and dependent ftate, with 
the eftablifhment of a toleration 
‘for proteftants, might better ferve 
to prevent a total forgetfulnefs and 
abolition of the Lord’s day, and 
of the word and ordinances ; and 
_ to preferve and protect a remnant 
of the holy feed, through exten- 
five countries, than to have left 
‘them without any religious eftab- 
lifhment. But be thefe as they 


aay, that the ‘Lord hath effe&ted | 


~thefe events, fhould command our 
“perfet fubmiffion; and while we 


_true, doft theu nat judge, &c. 
it fhould improve our patience, 
and awaken us to greater impor- 
“tunity and fervency in prayer, 
that the fet time to favor Zion 
might come-on. There is really 
no occafion for difcouragement, 
_nothing to diminifh our hope, or 
«heck our zeal, in the evenis 
which we have been contempla- 


ting: For although Roman Ca- 


tholicifm has been once more ef- | 


tablifhed, after it feemed to have 
been nearly abolifhed, yet the 
pope and his clergy have fuffered 
a wonderful diminution of their 


wealth and infiuence, and are | 


£ 


wholly dependent on the will of . 
‘another beth for their exiftence | 


‘and fupport. On the whole the 
man of fin is greatly fallen. The 


weak and diftraéted ftate of the | 
‘Turkifh empire portends its ap- | 


proaching fall. So that both 
thofe capital enemies to the Sa- 
viour and his people, are evidently 
progrefling to perdition. — 

The events in Europe, on the 


$ 
} 
| 
1 
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civil or réligious, without moral. 
ity: That no truft can be put in 
rulers nor fubjets, who have no 
moral principles: That America 
fhould afcribe all glory to the Su~ 
preme Ruler, that her revolution 
terminated more favorably than 
that of France, and thofe of other 
countries. Who maketh thee to 
differ from another? And what 
haft thou that thou didft not receive ? 
They alfo fhow how little our mo- 
dern-feers, who predicted the im- 


/mediate, or fpeedy commence- 


ment of a millenium of liberty 
and religion, knew of the times or 


_feafons which the Father hath frut 
ery like the fouls under the altar, | 
.How long, O Lord, holy and | 


in his own power ; and what pray- 
erfulnefs, caution and modeity be- 
-come .thofe who attempt an ex- 
planation of the divine predic- 
tions. 

‘While Europe hath generally 
repofed in the arms:of peace, war 
hath hung out her- bloody flag, 
and raged with uncommon vio~ 
lence and deftruétion in the Weit- 
Efpecially, St. Domin- 
go and Guadaloupe have exhibit- 
ed fcenes deeply humiliating and 
affliGiive to the benevolent mind. 
We have feen a ‘formidable flect 
with between thirty and forty 
thoufand veterans, employing all 


‘their fkill and prowefs to conquer 


and deitroy the miferable inhabi- 
tants of thofe iflands. On the 
other hand, we have feen the in- 
habitants, in their own defence, 
and to avenge themfelves on their 
invaders, maffacreing the white 
people, burning their towns and 
plantations, and laying wafte every 
thing beforethem. In their turn, 
we view-the French, in many hard 
fought battles and fkirmifhes, kil- 
ling and captivating thoufands-ef 


244 


them. Others we fee them hang- 
ing, and fhooting in a moft wan- 
ton and extraordinary manner. 
In their vi€torious career, we fee 
the hand of heaven interpofing ; 
and by the peftilence, in a won- 
derful magner, mowing down 
their generals, captains, and migh- 
ty men, like the grafs of the field; 
and fo animating the blacks that 
they have driven them from the 
field, obliged them to take refuge 
in their fortifications, if not whol- 
ly to abandon the principal ifland; 
and they have fo harraffed and 
preffed them on the other, that 
they have with great difficulty 
been able to maintain their ground. 
Not lefs than thirty thoufand lives 
have, probably, been loft in this 
bloody conteft." Can we contem- 
plate how the former French in- 
habitants were piundered, mur- 
dered, and driven from the Weft- 
Indies, by their’ own flaves and 
natural children, the fruit of 
their debaucheries, and the de- 
ftru&tion and diftiefs of the French 
armies, and not be ftruck with 
ftrong conviction, that the Al 
mighty is awfully teftifying his 
difpleafure againft their wicked- 
nefs, and avenging their fins, in 
enflaving and opprefling their fel- 
low men! Do they not teach 
what all men of this chara€tet may 
reafonably expeét from his aveng- 
ing hand? Who can read thofe 
antient predi&tions, uttered be- 
tween four and five thoufand years 
ago, Curfed be Canaan, a _fervant 
of fervants fhall he be unto his breth- 
ven. God fhall enlarge Faphet, 
and he fhall dwell in the tents of 
Shem 3 and Canaan fhall be his fers 
vant ;+ and view theenflaved con- 


dition of fo many hundred 'thou- | 


» fands of his pofterity in the Wett- 
indies, and not be filled with rev- 


ee 


7 Gen. ix. 25,27. 
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erence and wonder of the divine 
foreknowledge ? And not receive 
irtefiftible conviction, that the 
{criptures, whofe antient. predic- 
tion§ are thus punétually fulfilled, 
are indeed a divine word? 

In America, the events of the 
paft year have been peculiarly 
merciful. Peace, general health: 
and plenty haye pervaded oar 
country. Our diftinguifhing pri- 
vileges, civil and religious, have 
been continued to us, notwith- 
ftanding our unprofitablenefs, in- 
gratitude, and other numerous 
and aggravated provocations. In 


| New-England the bleffings of the 


gofpel have been moft amply en- 
joyed. In no part of the world 
is the gofpel more generally or 
more faithfully preached, nor the © 
ordinances more conftantly and 
folemnly adminiftered.* The ftate 
of literature and civilization’ has 
been flattering. Our colleges, 
academies and fchools were never 
better endowed, better regulated, 
not more flourifhing. ; 

On the feveral miffionary foci. 
eties; inflituted within a few years 
paft, in Maffachufetts and Con- 
necticut, the divine {milés have in 
a peculiar manner refted even from 
their commencement, They have 
fent a confiderable number of mif- 
fionaries into the new and vacant 
{ettlements in the northern, weft- 
ern and eaftern borders of the Uni- 
ted States. ‘They have preached 
the gofpel through a’ vait extent 
of country ; in the wildernefs 


* In Maffachufetts and Conne@icat 
there are more than feven hundred re- 
gular churches; and. between fix and . 
feven hundred ordained muinifters, be- 
fides candidates. “In the other parts of 
New-England there may” be nearly 
two hundred more, nearly paftor to 
every thoufand fouls. Including the 
Epifcopalian and Baptift paftors, there 
are more than one to every thoviand, 
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they havegathered many churches, 
and won many new fubjeéts to the 
divine Saviour. They have glad- 
dened the hearts of many thou- 
‘fands, and caufed many thank{- 
- givings to redound to the Father 
of all mercies. In the paft year 
thefe focieties have been able to 
“employ a greater number of mif- 
fionaries, than in any preceding 
year; and the gofpel* has been 
more extenfively, and more abun- 
_ dantly preached in the vacant fet- 
tlements ; and the overtures of 
mercy have been, made to the 
heathen. Thefe focieties havemore 
‘and more attraéted the attention 
of good people ; arid through 
their liberality, their funds have 
been conftantly increafing. Both 
-in Europe and America, the mif- 
fionary fpirit is kept up, and the 
zeal and exertions of the miffiona- 
ry focietiesare not abated. Thro’ 
-their means the gofpel is fent into 
the four quarters of the globe, and 
preached to the moft poor, ftupid 
‘and miferable people. © Neverfince 
the apoftolic age have there been 
~ fuch exertions to diffufe Chriltian | 
knowledge, and to fpread the 
‘kingdom of Jefus ‘through the 
-whole earth. — In fome few initan- 
_- ees the arrh of the Lord hath been 
‘revealed, andthe gofpel hath ap- 
-peared indeed to be the power of 
God and the wifdom of God’ un- 
to falvation. The peaceable and 
holy walking of the numerous 
converts, who in preceding years 
have made a profeffion .of Chrif- 
‘tianity, hath given flrength and 
beauty to our churches, and af 
-forded evidence of the genuineneis 
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of that bleffed work, with which | 
it hath pleafed God to vifit them. | 
“'Thefe are bleflings of the ‘pail | 
year which demanduniverfal praife. 
With refpe& to Connecticut in 
particular, the ftate has not only 
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eral bleffings, but hath enjoyed 
fome which challenge our particular 
notice and thankigiving. The. 
lives and ufefulnefs of our gov- 
ernor and lieutenant-governor have 
been preferved ; and_ among the 
gentlemen of the council, our fen- 
ators and reprefentatives in Con- 
grefs, and the judges of our fupe- 
rior court, there hath not been an 
inftance of death. Among about 
two hundred clergymen, fome of 
whom are far advanced in life, one 
only hath refted from his labors 
the year paft.* 

God has been pleafed in a moft 


| gracious and fingular manner to 
vifit ourcollege. Ina few months, 


about feventy of the ftudents were 
brought hopefuily to know them- 
felves and their Saviour ; and in the 
courfe of the year, publicly joined 
them felves,in covenant tothe Lord. 
There are now about two hundred 


forty-four ftudents in College, of 


whom together with tuters and 
refident graduates fixty or more 
are profeffors of religion. ‘They 
meet twice in every week to give 
praife to their common Saviour, to 
fing forth the honors of redeeming 
love, to warm each other’s hearts, 
and ftrengthen each other’s pious 
refolutions, by ipeaking often one . 
to another ; and to fupplicate the 
divine bleffing on themielves, their 
inftruGors, fellow-fludents and the 
Ifrael of God. O happy Yale ! 
thus vifited and bleffed of God ! 
Happy prefident and tutors in the 
fuccefs of your labors, in your ap- 
pointment to inftru€ fo many of 
the fons of God, to witnefs their 
piety and dutiful condu&, and en- 
joy their prayers ! Will not this 
awaken all your hearts to praife, 
and ¢all into exertion all the ener- 
gies of your fouls,.to advance the 
divine glory and the good of men? 


*' The Rev. Mr, Potwine, inthe 72d 


had the ampleft fharein thefe gen-') year of hisage. 
Ree’ >, 
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Bleffed youth who are taught of | a dry place, as the fhadow of a 


God, to whom he hath given fuch 
inftru€tors, and fuch opportunities | 


with each other! Will ye not con- 
fider, that ye are not your own ? 


That ye are bought with a price ? 


And Herefore glorify God in your 
body, and in your fpirit, which are 
Ged’s ? Will ye not ftrive by 
prayer, by converfation and ex- 
ample, by all means in your pow- 


er to perluade all your fellow-ftu- 


dents to become travellers with 
you to the heavenly Zion ? Hath 
God catt fuch falt into the foun- 
‘tain, and will any refufe to befea- 
foned? Have fo many been taken, 
and will not others fear and trem- 
ple left they thouid be left ? Will 
not they, after enjoying fuch afea- 
fon of grace, after witnefling fuch 
evidence of the truth and power 
of religion, and fuch examples of 
piety and holy living, be without 
all exeufe ? How can they efcape, 
they neglet the great falvation ? 
© ye unhappy youth, who have 
yet refufed to return to your Fa- 
ther, look forward to that day, 
when the mafter of the houfe fhall 
rife up and fhut the door againft 
all who work imiquity, and con- 
fider how ye can bear to fee Abra- 
hham and Ifaac and Jacob, and all 
the prophets, and your pious fel- 


low-itudents in the kingdom of | 


heaven andyouyourfelves fhutout! 
Willthere not then be among you 
‘wailing and gnafhing of teeth? 
May not the door foon be hut, 
the harveft foon be paft and the 
fummer ended ? And may not 
you ioon join the lamentations .of 
thofe who have not been faved ? 
Is there a moment. to be loft? 
. Will ye not fly, without delay; to 


the mighty Saviour, that he may, 


be to you an hiding place from 
the wind, anda covert from the 
tempeli : As rivers of water in 


| 


| 


| 


| hath been their helper. 


great tock ina wearyland? 
What a joyful event is fuch a ree 
vival at the feat of literature ? It 
is not only of the higheft confe- 
quence to that, but to tbechurch 
and commonwealth. The foun- 
tain having been purified the ftreams 
will be pure, making glad the city 
of our God. . 
Another happy occurrence is 
the fuccefs of the petition. of the 
Miffionary Society of Connecticut, 
praying the legiflature to incorpo- 
rate the board of truflees, enabling 
them to receive and hold monies 
to a re{peCtable amount, for .the 
purpofe of diffaling Chriftian 
knowledge in the new fettlements, 
and of communicating the .glad 
tidings of falvation to the wild 
men of the American forefts. _In 


| confequence of which they have 


been vefted with ample powers for 
carrying into execution thofe char- 
itable and noble defigns. 

Thefe are fome of the princi- 
pal events of the paft year, of gen- 
eral concern, which challenge our 
notice, and correfpondent exer- 
cifes of heart, on the commence. 
ment of this new year. There 
are numerous others of a more pri- 
vate nature which demand the par- 
ticulur notice of families and indi- 
viduals. . While fome have enjoy- 


| ed a-year of uninterrupted health, 
| others have been vifited with fore 


ficknefs, and been recovered from 
the fides of the pit. Zhe Lord 
He hath 
turned for them their mourning into 
dancing : He hath put off their fack- 
cloth. and girded them with glad- 
nefs:sto the end that their glory 
mighi fing praife to him, and not 
be filent.* Will not ye give thanks 
unto him for ever ? Shall not this 
be your itudy and language, What 


* Pfalm xxx. x0, IE, I 
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jeall I render unto the Lord for all 
his benefits towards me?t+t Blefs 
the Lord, Omy foul, and forget 
not all bis benefits. Who healeth all 
thy difeafes. Wha redeemeth thy 
life from'defiruGion. Who fatisfeth 
thy mouth with good : thy youth is 


renewed like the eagles.{ In con-" 


témplation of all our national, 
public and private, domeftic and 
perfonal enjoyments ; all the di- 
vine goodnefs the year paft to us, 
to the church of God and to the 


world, how fhould every heart | 


warm with love and expand with 
gratitude, and every tongue fhout 
the praifes of the Lord ? How 
fhould our citizens break forth in- 
to finging ? The inhabitants of 
the villages and of the rock fing 
aloud -and fhout for joy ? O let 
religious gladnefs, thankfgiving 
and praife pervade the nation ! 
Let the people praife thee, O 
God ; let all the people praife 
thee ! O may ourtime, our: tal- 
ents and all our opportunities be 
eonfecrated ‘to his fervice and 
glory ! ‘ 
~~ But fome perhaps will be ready 
to objeét, Our pleafant babes, our 
fons and daughters: are moulder- 
ing im the duft, our brethren-and 
filters are no more, we have been 
bereaved of the defire of our eyes, 
or we have been written widows, 
and our children fatherlefs in the 
earth. God hath written bitter 
things in judgment againft us the 
‘year paft. We are covered with 
fackcloth, our tears are upon our 
cheeks, and we have hung our 
harps upon the willows. How 
ean we join the general joy and 
fhout ‘our praifes to the Lord ? 
With all fuch mourners we min- 
‘gle our tears of condolence. They 
‘awake the tendereft fympathy of 


“+ Pfalmcxvi.12. $ Pfalm cil. 2, 3, 
4 &- 


On the commencement of the Noaw-Y car. 


247 


our hearts. We with to help 

them with our prayers, and by ex- 
hibiting to them the inftruGions 
and confolations of the gofpe!. 
Hath not the Lord given, as well 
as taken away, and is there not 
occafion to biefs hisname ? Is he 
not as glorious and worthy to be 
praifed as though he had never 
afti€ted his finful creatures? If 
fome-mercies are removed do not 
thoufands remain ? Do not thefe 
challenge our praife? Is it not 
good for the Chriftian to be af- 
théted? Is not-the fruit of all 
to take away his fin? Are not 
life and death, things prefent and 
things to come his inheritance? 
Is it not certain that while he 
forroweth after a> godly manner, 
he can receive damage in nothing? 
Will not thefe light» affliGions, 
which are but for a moment, work 
out for him afar more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory >~ 
Should he not therefore blefs. the 
Lord at all times’? Though the 
fig tree fhould not bloffom, and 
there fhould be no fruit in the 
vines, fhould not he rejoice in the 
Lord, and joy im the God of his 


falvation’? If affiGtion hath over- 


taken any in their fins, how. im- 
portant is it that they fhould 
fearch and try their ways and turn 
unto the Lord !:Let them not 
defpife the chatftening of the 
Lord, but confider his work and 
regard the operation of his hands, 
and he will build them up, and 
not deftroy them. Let them re- 
pent and humble themfelves un- 
der his mighty hand, and he will 
exalt them in due time, he will 
wipe away their tears, and make 
them glad with his countenance 
for ever more. But there is no 
peace to the wicked. 

- We congratulate our readers on 
the commencement of the New 
Year. We pray that it may bea 


a 
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year of rich mercies tothem, their 
families and all their connections. 
Efpecially that it may be a, year 
of fpititual bleflings to them. 
We thank them for the encour- 
‘agement and fupport which they 
\ have given to this magazine.. We 


folicit the continuance of their fa- 


vors and their prayers for us, and 
that the work in which we are en- 
gaged may be more and more fuc- 
ceisful. er 

» As we are now entering upon a 
New Year, not knowing what 
may befal. us, it becomes us 
with a holy fubmiffion, to com- 
mit all cur concerns to God; fup- 
plicating his mercy, and .truiting 
in him, through Chrift, to aiflift 
us in all duties and to prepare us 
for all events ' y oe 

_ We have indeed called you to 
rejoice in the Lord ; but we with 
you to rejoicewith trembling. It 
becomes, us to difcern the figns of 
the times, that we may do the 
duties of our day, and. be prepa- 
red for the trials and events which 
may be approaching us... The af- 
pets of providence are uncom- 
mon, denoting danger, and cal- 
Img for Chriilian patience, cir- 
cumfpetion, fortitude,  Jidelity 
and perfeyerance. 

Though God hath done great 
things. for us whereof we are 
glad ; though great numbers, in 
a few years paft, have been added 


tothe Lord; though atheifts and 


infidels have fubmitted themfelves 
to the {ceptre of Jefas, their num- 
ber perhaps, is. not diminithed. 
“The wicked walk on every fide, 
and iniquity abounds. Infidels 
and haters of God are numerous,, 
open and bold. They are muil- 
tering all their legions from earth 
and hell to fight againft God and 
his people. They adopt the lan- 
‘guage of the anticnt enemies of 
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foundation. thereof. "They. are 
haughty and boaft of fuccefs. 
Like the Affyrian king, they fay, 
We are. come up to the height of thé 
mountains, to the fides of Lebanony 
and we will cut don the choice ce« 
dars thereof, and the choice fir trees 
thereof: and we will enter into the 
height of his border, and. into the 
Soret of his Carmel.  Chriftians, 
therefore, fhould walk cireum- 
{peGtly, not as fools, but.as wife, 
redeeming the time becaufe the 
days are evil. Like the Jewith 
king and the holy prophet, they 
fhould unite their prayers to God 
for help. They fhould pray in 
the clofet, in private, and in the 
houfe,of God ; watch unto, pray- 
er 3 pray with: all fupplication 
arid prayer. with all perfeverance 
therein. They fhould take unto 
themfelyes. the. whole: armour of 
God, be ftrong and, quit them- , 
felves like men. , They fhould-be 
holy and_ without, blame before 
God, abounding in all the. fruits 
of nghteoufnefs, which are by 
Jefus Chrift unto his praife and 
glory. ‘The minitters of the Lord 
fhould be laborers in his harvett ; 
paftors after his own heart, feed- 
ing. the people with knowledge 
and underftanding, They fhould 
be men of prayer, crying day and 
night, Spare thy people, O.Lord, 
and give not thine heritage to re- 
proach. hen would the migh- 
ty Saviour walk .in the midi of 
the golden candlefticks, and hold 
the flarsin his right hand. Then 
the Lord God would dwell a- 
inong us, be our defence, our ey- 
erlafting light and glory. Then. 
would the enemy be afhamed, and 
the faints triumph oyer him in 
the language of the prophet, The 
virgin, the daughter of Zion hath 
defpifed thee, and laughed thee to 
{corn, the daughter of Jerufalem ° 


ion, Rafe it, rafe it, even to the | hath fhaken her head at thee, 
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Then not having defiled our gar. 
ments, we fhall walk with Jefus 
in white raiment. When time 
and days fhall be no more, we fhall 
inherit eternal life. 'The bleffed 
Saviour will profefs our names bez 
fore his Father and before his An- 
gels ; and we fhall enjoy him, one 
another, and all our redeemed 
brethren, and love, and fing and 
worfhip in his prefence for ever. 
AmeEN. 


For THe Connecticut Evan- 
GELICAL MaGazine. 
Aitempis to propagate the gofpel a- 
mong the Indians in New-Eng- 

land, §Fe. 
[Continued from p. 167.] 
NUMBER VI. 

An account of Faphet Hannit, fuc- 
cefor to Fohn Tackanafh, as 
teacher of the firft Indian church 

on Martha’s Vineyard. 

APHET HANNIT wasborn 
in, or about the year 1638. 

' His parents having buried five 
children fucceffively, and each 
within ten days of its birth, 
notwithitanding their’ employ- 
ing powows,. and making ufe 
of medicines to preferve theirlives, 
had a fixth, a fon, born to them, 
who is the fubjet of this part of 


the feGtion. 


The following account concern- 
ing the mother of thischildis given 
in Dr. Mather’s Magnalia,* and 
in Mayhew’s Indian Converts.+ 
The account is extraordinary. 
The reader will make fuch reflec. 
tions upon it, as he fhall think 
proper.—T he mother of this child 
being greatly diftreffed with fear, 
left fhe fhould lofe it, as the had 
all the former ; and utterly def-, 
pairing of any help from fuch 


means, as had been formerly tried 


without any fuccefs, as foon as 
fhe was able, took him up with a 
* B. vip. 63; fp. 44. 
Vor. IfI. No. 7. 
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forrowful heart, and went out ins” 
to the field, that fhe might there 
give full vent to her grief ; but 
while fhe was there, refleting on 
the infufficiency of human help, 
fhe found it powerfully fuggefted 
to. her mind, that there is one Al- 
mighty God, who is to be prayed 
to—that this God has created all 
things, that we fee—and that the 
God, who had given being to hers 
felf, and all other people, and had 
given her child to her, was able to 
preferve and continue his life, 
On this fhe refolved, that the 
would feek to God for that mercy; 
and did accordingly: The iffue 
was, that her child lived ; and her 
faith (fuch as it was) in him, who 
had thus anfwered her prayer, was 
wonderfully flrengthened ; and 
the confideration of the divine 


| goodnefs herein manifefted to her, 


caufed her to dedicate this fon to 
the fervice of that God, who had 
thus preferved his life : She early 
informed him of this her religious 
act ; and did, as far as, fhe could, 
educate him accordingly. 

Rev. Experience Mayhew re- 
marks,t This may be faid of her, 
which can fearce be faid concerning 
any other of the Indians on the ifland, 
who lived a confiderable part of their 
time, before the word of God was 
ever preached to them, viz. That by 
a due improvement of the light of 
nature, affifted by the fpirit of God, 
Joe attained to fo right a conception of 
the only true and hving God, and 
her own relation to and dependence 
upon him, as that fhe did worfbip 
and call on him ; and as it feems, ob- 
tained a gracious anfwer to her 
prayers. He further obferves, 
That fuch a difcovety of the true 
God io her, before foe was favored 
with the light of the gofpel, did very 
wonderfully prepare her for a ready 
reception of it, when the providence 


' 4 Indian Converts, p. 136. 
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of God brought it to her, as within 
a few years it did. In the con- 
feffion fhe made publicly at her ad- 
miffion into the church, fhe gave 
a relation of the preparation for 
the knowledge of Chrift, with 
which God, in his wonderful way,. 
had favored her. 

In Dr. Mather’s. Magnaliat 
we.have. this obfervation, ** How 
far a fovereign and gracious God 
may, in an extraordinary manner, 
difcover of himfelf unto /ome 
among the poor pagans, who have 
not enjoyed the preaching of the 
gofpel, who can particularly de- 
termine ?*?? 

+ B. vi. p. 62. 

* The compiler would not willingly 
be thought to be fond of dealing in the 
marvellous—He would not chufe to 
incur the imputation of credulity or en- 
thufiafm. The account above being 
attefted before many people, by the 
fubje@, who was viewed as a perfon of 
competent underftanding, and after her 


converfion to Chriftianity, appeared to: 
be, thro’ life, a perfon of eminent pi-: 
ety, who, for thefe reafons, muft- be. 


fuppofed to fpeak the real fentiments of 
her heart, and not to havg been deceéiv- 
ed herfelf ; he fees nothing in the rea- 
fon of things, or in divine revelation, 
to render it incredible. He can fub- 

fcribe heartily to the words of Mr. 
' Seed, in his fermon upon a particular 
providence, [Vol. 2 p. 161. edition 4th.] 
“When any good fugvefiion, without any 
antecedent train‘of ideas, arifes in our 
ninds, we know sot how, 
what quarter, we ought to look upon 
it as a Beam of Light breaking in upon 
our minds from the- Great Father of 
Lights ; and let wus improve, cultivate 
and ripen it, till it breaks forth into 
correfpondent ations.” 

And. he does not know, why God 
may net, in fovereign mercy, *fuggelt 
truths, (already revealed to Chriftians) 
immediately by himfelf, or the miniftry 
of angels, tofome among the heathen, 
who have never had the advantage of a 
written revelation; but have, in fome 
good meafure, improved the light they 
enjoyed, whereby they may be ledto a 
better courfe of aétion, than they had 
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But to return to Japhet Han- 
nit. His parents being early con- 
verts to Chriftianity, gave him a. 
religious education: His pious. 
mother particularly, remembering 
the vows fhe had made in trouble, 
was attentive to promote his beft: 
intereft :. Indeed ‘the early informe. 
ed. him, that.fhe had dedicated 
him to the fervice of that great 
God, who had heard her prayer,. 
and preferved his life ; and as far 
as fhe was able educated him ac- 
cordingly ; but performed this 
important, parental duty more 
vigoroufly and tobetter purpofeaf- 
ter fhe hadbeen inftruéted in Chrif- 
tianity and had cordially received 


‘the faith.. 


When a {choot was opened for 
the benefit of the Indian children 
and youth in 1651, his father 
fent him to it and he learned to 
read both in the Englifh and In- 
dian languages, and to write a le- 
gible hand and was there alfo’ in- 
ftru€ted in. the principles of the 
Chriftian religion. 

When the firft Chriftian church 


purfued before ; and be prepared for’ 
the more ready reception of the gofpel, 
if it fhould be offered, as was thc cafe: 
with this woman. He. does not fee, 
that this fappofition militates againft 
the doctrine of the neceffity of a writ- 
tén revelation to teach the true knowl- 
edge of God’ to: the nations of the 
world, as {uch inftances as that related 
above, appear very rare. 

God may have wife reafons in his- 
nioral government of the world, for= 
fuch a procedure, in making fuch a 
difcrimination among the heathen, in 
fome/pecial inftances, We may not be 
able fully to difcover the reafons; yet 
hereby the general good’ of his intelli- 
gent kingdom may be greatly pro-- 
moted, 

Dr..C. Mather has expreffed fuch 
thoughts as thefe, refpecting this mate. 


‘ter; “The Holy One of Ifrael_may- 
‘take warevealed and extraordinary pepe 


out of his ufual paths.” 


~ 
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“was gathered on the Ifland in the 
‘year 1670, Japhet was, as he 
‘told a friend, in a moft diftreffed 
condition, on account of his not 
“being of the number of thofe, 
avho confederated to walk togeth- 
er as a church of Chrift according 
‘to the order of the gofpel: On 
the one hand, he greatly lament- 
ed his not being of that hap- 
‘py number, ashe efteemed them ; 
and on the other, at the'fame time 
‘feared to offer himfelf, left he 
fhould be unqualified for the privi- 
‘leges to which others. were admit- 
ted. ‘However, it was not long 


“before his’ fcruples were removed, | 
and he made a public profeffion of |. 


Chriftianity, attended allits ordi- 
nances, and behaved himfelf as 
“became a Chrittian. 
"For a confiderable time he was 
-empioyed in civil and military of- 
fices among his countrymen: In 
“both departments he conducted 
himfelf to the fatisfaction both of 
the Englifh and “Indians. And 
‘in the time of the general war be- 
tween the Englifh and Indians, 
‘which*began in 1675, commonly 
-called Philip’s war, he was very 


ferviceable, both to thofe of his | 


own nation, and to the Englifh on 
‘the Ifland; being fully determi- 
ned, if-poflible, to preferve peace 
between the’ Englith and “Indian 
‘inhabitants.of the Ifland : “And 


being an Indian captain, he was ' 


employed .by the Englifh to ob- 
-ferve and ‘report how’things went 


among the Indians. To. his‘fi- | 


delity ‘in the difcharge -of this 
‘truft, it was prefumed, that the 
prefervation-ef the peace of the 
ifland was very much owing, 
when the people on‘the main were 
“involved in a moft diftreffing and 
“bloody war, which for a time, 
‘threatened the deftru€tion of the 
New- England colonies. 

Japhet’s fidelity to the Englith, 


: 
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in thisaffair, gained him an high 
efteem and kind treatment among 
them. He was generally. viewed 


‘by them, not only asa difcreet, 


but pious man: And “being well 
accounted of among the Indians, 


‘they called him to the work of the 


miniftry among them. “His mili- 
tary office he now laid down ; but 
retained that of a magiftrate for 
fome years after he began to 
preach, being judged more fit for 
that truft thaa any other perfon 
there. 

Being called to the work of 
the miniftry, he was very faithful 
and diligent “in it ; and was ¢f- 
teemed the beft qualified of any 
Indian on the Iland not yet in the 
paftoral office. He wastherefore, 
by John Tackanafh, nominated in 


‘his laft ficknefs as a fuitable perfon 
~to*fucceed him in the office, from 


which he expected a fpeedy releafe 
by death; which event took place, 
‘January 1684. At his funeral, 
Japhet, who much lamented his 


‘death, made a ferious fpeech, 


fome of the heads of which were 
taken ia writing by Rev. John 


|. Mayhew, viz. 


“0 We ought to be very thankful 
to God for fending the gofpel to 
us, who were in utter blindnefs 
and ignorance, both we and our 
fathers. Our fathers’ fathers, and 
their fathers‘and we, were at that 
ttme utterly without any means, 
whereby we might attain the 
knowledge of the only true God. 
That people alfo, whoknew the 
ways of God, were fome thou- 
fands of miles diftant from us:; 
fome of whom, by reafon of dif. 


‘ference among themfelves about 


their way, removed into this land ; 
but it was God, who fent them, 
that they might bring 'the gofpcl 
to us. Therefore I fay, we have 
great reafonto be thankfulto Gods 
and we have reafon to be. thank« 
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ful to them alfo for that they 
brought the gofpel to us 3 but 
moft fpecially we ought to thank 
God for this : for though they 
taught us, it was God, who fent 
them, and made choice of them 
for this work of inftru€ting us in 
the ways of the Lord.” 

*¢ Before we knew God, when 
any man died, we faid the man-is 
dead, neither thought we any thing 
further, but faid he is dead, and 
mourned for him, and buried him: 
But now it is far otherwife ; for 
now this good man being dead, 
we have hope towards God con- 
cerning him, believing that God 
hath received him into everlafting 
reltsis 

«¢ Now therefore we ought to 
improve the benefit which we have 
by the gofpel. And firit, fuch 
of us as had like not to have re- 
ceived this kindnefs, I mean, 
fuch of us as were grown up, 
when the gofpel came to us, fo 
that it only found us in being ; 
fuch are ftrongly obliged to im- 
prove the fame, fince they fcarce- 
ly received it, or were in danger 
not to have enjoyed it.” 
Secondly : ‘There are others 
of us, that have been born under 
the gofpel ; and we that were fo 
ought duly to improve the fame, 
In as much as we have received fo 
wonderful a benefit.’ 


‘And now, though his, man | 


that went before us in the way 
of God, according to the gofpel, 
be deceafed, and helps us no more ; 
yet his dodrine remains ftill for 
us to improve ; nor ought we to 
forget him, but fhould remember 
him by his. wife and children 
whom he has left among us.”? 
Japhet, in the fpring after the 
deceafe of John Tackanath, was 
called to fucced him in the pafto- 
ral office, and continued in it about 
twenty-eight years, viz. till 1712. 
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He was faithful and diligent in — 
preaching the word, reproving fin, 


| and inftruCting all of every age ; 


and frequently taught the chil- 
dren of the congregation the firit 
principles of religion. - 

He maintained a good difci- 
pline in the church, making thofe 
neceffary diftinG@lions in the ad- 
miniftration of it, which the fa- 
cred rule requires. In difficult 
cafes which occurred, he was care- 
ful to confult the moft judicious 
perfons, and pay due deference 
to their opinions. And when 
theré was danger of difcord among 
his brethren, he would not fide 
with any party, but make obli- 
ging and engaging fpeeches to 
them all, tending to compofe the 
difference ; and fo happy an abil- 
ity had he in this kind and ufe- 
ful office, that he feldom failed 
of fuccefs. 

He frequently vifited the fam- 
ilies under his care, efpecially 
when they were in affli€tion, and 
ufually entertained them with fe- 
rious and profitable difcourfes ; 
and obferved toa friend, that vif- 
its of that kind had proved very 
advantageous to fome of the peo- 
ple. He often performed the | 
work of an evangelift, in preach. 
ing the gofpel among the Indians 
in places on the main land ; and 
God gave him very obiervable 
fuecels. 

His fermons, though not very 
accurate, were very ferious, and 
fraught with very ufeful fenti- 
ments. In prayer he was fervent, 
frequently praying with much co- 
pioufnefs and affection, efpecial- 
ly on communion days. God 
gave gracious an{wers to his pray- 
ers, efpecially in helping bim a- 
gainft a temptation, with which 
he had a confli& for fome time; 
and having, with importunity, 
fought to heaven for deliverance 


1803. ] 


from it, he obtained the mercy 
which he had fo earneitly | re- 
quefted. 

He fupported religion in its 
various branches in his family ; 
and frequently gave ferious ex- 
hortations to all thar were about 
him. 


He was diftinguithed for eh 


tality, as well as other parts of 
the minifterial charaCter. 

He well underftood, and ftead- 
ily adhered to the truths of our 
holy religion, in which -he had 
been inftruéted ; and would not 
be driven about by every wind of 
doétrine. 

He was generally, ie jufly 
efteemed as well by the Englifh, 
as Indians, a perfon of a good 
converfation: Nor did he difcov- 
er any fuch intirmity in his life, or 
deportment, as was inconfiftent 
with fuch an efteem ; and which, 
through prayer, and the fupply 


of the fpirit of Jefus Chrift, he | 


did not obtain a compleat victory 
over, being only privately admon- 
ifhed of a fault, which fome began 
to be. offended at. 

Being a man of polifhed man- 
ners, and engaging addrefs, con- 

- fidering his pednicatiin., he was 
every where pourtsoully received 
and entertained, not only by ,his 
own nation, but by the Englifh— 
thofe of {pecial diftinGion not ex- 
cepted. Speaking our language 
confiderably well, ftrangers who 
came to the place. were much grat- 

ified by converfing with him. 

Perfons -have,fometimes had 
premonitions of their own death— 

Japhet experienced fomething of 

this nature, as he declared in his 

‘Jaft ficknels.; at the fame time he 

mentioned the influence this had 

upon his life.-—The account was 
taken from him by a near rela- 
tion, committed to writing, and 
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communicated to Mr. Mayhew 
foon after Japhet’s death. 

« Ye faid, that about a.year 
before he was taken fick, he went 
out of his houfe, and walked alone 
in the woods, and there it. was 
by God revealed* to him, that he 
had but a little time to live in this 
world ; and that. being thereupon 
much concerned in his mind, he 


did immediately fet himfelf on 


doing all that he could to prepare 


for his approaching end, as taking 
it for a.truth, that his end was 
very near; and looking day and 
night for it; but he faid, he: fill 
mifuked iimtelf, or meek aged that 
he came fhort.”’ 

«Thus it was with him till 
April 2d, 1712, which being a 
day of thankfgiving, he went and 
preached thereon; but. as, with 
his wife he returned home in the 
evening, before they had reached 
their houfe, he felt a pain in his 
fide, and was never able after this, 
to go to God’s houfe of prayer ; 
his ficknefs gradually incr ealing 
upon him from that time for- 
WiAnd.t 

Having been fick daa ten 
days, he fent, for the brethren of 
hae is ces and faid to them, as 

follows, viz. ** That it did often 
diftrefs himin his heart and caufe 
him to weep, when he faw the 
miferable eitate of all the people 
by reafon of their fins; but efpe- 
cially how unapt the. generality 
of the church were to the duties 
incumbent on them, and how of. 
ten they did fall by reafon of one 
kind of infirmity or another, to 


which they were fubjet, though 


* Asthe Indians had not an accu- 
rate knowledge of the Englifh lan- 
guage, Japhet doubtlefs ufed ‘the word 
revealed, merely to denote a ftrong im- 
preflion made.on his tnind. [Zaitors. 
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he had very often inftru@ted them 
in their duty.” 

“ T have, faid he, often with. 
ed, for your fakes, that you might 
ftill enjoy me ; but now I am wil- 
ling to die; However, as to this, 
let the will of God be done. But 
do you go on to pray to God, ’ 
and worthip him both fteadfaftly, 
and fervently.” 

« ‘To his own family, and fuch 
others as attended on him, he af- 
terwards, not long before his 
death, faid, be not feeble in your 
minds ; I am hitherto ftedfaitly 
refolved, that I will love the 
Lord my God. I fhall, faid he, 
quickly go my lat journey, as 
others have done’before me: Now 
JT fhall quickly fet out : Thus it 
has been wont to be, whena thing 
‘has here no further ufe to be 
made of its But oh! what {weet 
“melody is there now in heaven”? 

He then faid to this fon-in- 
Jaw, * My fon ‘be thou of good 
courage, and fail not to lay hold 
of the heavenly falvation, for the 
fake of the things of this world. 
But as for me, I need to have 
smy mind further flrengthened and 
encouraged, for I think I fhall | 
now quickly leave. you.” 

Jutt before his death, he defir- 
ed thofe, that were prefent to 
praife God by finging the 13th 
Pfalm ; and then, by prayer, to 
commit both him -and themfelves 
to God; and very foon .after 
thefe religions as were perform- 
ed, he expired: He departed Ju- 
ly 29, 171m - 

Rev. Experience Mayhew fre-. 
quently vilited him in his laft fick. 
nefs ; and_ gives. this teftimonial, 
that on the whole of his acquaint- 
ance with him, he could not but 
think, that he was avery feriousand 
godly man, and a perfon of great 
moderation and prudence. His 
difcourfe in his lait ficknefs, when | 
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vifited by Mr. Mayhew, was fuch 
as became a Chriftian—very pious. 
and favoury. He then expreffed 
an humble fenfe of the fin of his 
nature and life ; and yet his hopes 
of eternal falvation thro’ the infi- 
nite mercy of God, and merits of 
his fon Jefus Chrift. He then al- 
fo exprefled a readinefs and wil- 
lingnefs to refign himfelf, and all 
that he had into the hands of God 
his faithful Creator, and merciful 
Redeemer. He added, that God 
had, in the latter part of his life, 
given him a more effectual fenfe 
of the evil of fin, than formerly 
he had experienced ; and that he 
had alfo enabled him, with more 
vigilance and induftry, to endeav- 
or the mortification of the corrup- 
tions of his heart. 

Among other evidences of his 
real piety, the grief “of his heart 
for the fins of his countrymen, ef. 
pecially of thofe, who had been 
under his own paftoral care and 
charge, together with his folici- 
tous concern for their reformation, 
may be reckoned as one : For be- 
fides his exertions for this end du 
ring the courfe of his miniftry till 
his aft ficknefs, he a few days 
before his death with his feeble, 
dying hand, wrote an affeionate 
addrefs to the people of his own 
charge, which he defired might 
be communicated to them. — Mr. 
Mayhew rendered the manufcript 
into Englith—The tranflation here 
follows : 

“Is it not a moft defirable 
thing for perfons in this life cer. 
tainly toknow, that they fhall ge 
to heaven, when they leave this 
world ?”? 

“* ‘Therefore now, take heed, 
and confider well what you do; 


‘and do not caft away fuch hopes 


as thefe for nothing, nor fora lit- 
tle of the pleafure of this world 3 
for it is certain, that your carnal 
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and worldly ations cannot. give 
you reft. Moreover by thefe you 
bring all forts of mifery on your- 
felves ; yea, and not only fo, but 
you do thereby trouble others 
alfo, fo long as you remain uncon- 
verted.”’ 

«¢ Thus you trouble fuch as are 
magiftrates to rule and govern 
you, and by their penal laws to 
punifh you.” 

«© Next you trouble fuch as 
are paftors, or minitters, while 
you hate to hear, believe and 
practife their doCtrine. While 
your fin, and mifery is great, 
their trouble and forrow is fo too 
here in this world.”’ 

“© You do alfo trouble the com- 
mon people by your fins, by bring- 
ing on them various ficknefles, 
and peftilential. difeafes, and all 
other divine chaftifements.”’ 

«© You do alfo hereby hinder 
and difturb the holy peace of 
God’s praying people among the 
churches, and make thofe afha- 
med, that are religious ; and you, 
who are ftill ungodly, laugh 
at it.’’ 

«Alas! O Lord, how very 
heavy is my grief on the account 
hereof? Seeing we now have the 
gofpel preached to us, and have 
the light of God’s word fhining 
onus ; and he, in peace, giveth 
his fabbaths to us.” 

“God is conttantly calling us 
to repentance, and has often re- 
peated his chaftifements on us by 
grievous fickneffes: But this not- 
withftanding, how full of wick- 
ednefs has he feen all our towns ? 
For both men and women, young 
men and maids do all delight in 
fin and do things therein greatly 
grievous.” 

« People fhould all of them 
now forfake their fins, and turn 


ao God; and they fhould come 
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to their minifters, and make pen: 
itential confeflions of their tranf- 
greflions to them; and entreat 
them to pray to God for them ; 
then would God forgive their ini- 
guities, and. teach them to do 
that which is right all the days of 
their lives.’’ 

“¢ Then alfo would God teach 
them to know Jefus Chrift, and 
believe on him ; and then they 
fhould receive remiffion of all their 
fins, and fhould be caufed to walk 
according to the word of God to 
the end of their lives. Whofo 
heareth this, ch, let it put him 
on confideration. Thefe are my 
laft words to you. Now fare you 
all well. Amen.” 


ANECDOTES. 


SARAH HANNIT, widow 
of Japhet Hannit, the hiftory of 
whom has been related in the pre- 
ceding pages, was elleemed a ve- 
ry pious perfon—was particularly 
attentive to the religious educa- 
tion of her children. Being at- 
tacked by a diforder, which fhe 
fuppofed would, (as it aétually 
did) put a period to her life, fhe 
called together her daughters, and 
expreffed to them all a very deep 
fenfe of the many fins, and fail- 
ures of her life; and told them, 
that what fhe now moft efpecially 
blamed herfelf for was,’ “ Her 
not having taken fo much care for 
their eternal good as fhe ought to 
have done : Fortho’, faid fhe, I 
have fometimes inftructed, and 
exhorted you, yet I fhould have ~ 
done this more carncfily, and pref- 
Jfingly than I have; and fhould 
| even have commanded you to love, 
and ferve the Lord your God: 
But having fallen far fhort of my 
| duty herein in times paft, I muft 
new be the more earneft with 
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you, being now about to leave 
the world and you.”’* 

Accordingly fhe did now, in 
the moft affecting and preffing 
language of a dying mother, urge 
and command thefe her children 
to love the Lord their God with 
all their hearts and fouls, mindand 
ftrength ; and; did entreat them 
to avoid, and abftain from thofe 
fins, to which the thougit them 
moft inclined, and from all other 
fins whatfoever. 

« She then declared, that as to 
herfelf, the had hopes through 
the mercy of God in Jefus Chrift 
the only Saviour of finful man, 
fhe fhould, notwithftanding all 
her fin and guilt, obtain ever- 
lafting life, and happinefsin the 
world to come. She cloféd with 
a ferious exhortation to all about 
her to have continual recourfe to 
the blood of Jefus Chrift for par. 


don and cleanfing.”. She evidently : 


-* Tf one, who gave fatisfadtory evi- 
dence of an baditual concern for the {pir- 
itual good of her children, was yet 
much affected, in the clofing fcene of 
~ life, with a fenfe of her omiffions ; 
what cutting refletions mutt thofe par- 
ents, in a Chriftian land, be fuppofed 
to have at this awful period, whe have 
never given their children any ferious 
inftru@ions in religion—have never 
placed before them any weighty diifua- 
_ fives from fin, and perfuafives to ho- 


linefs—have never urged them to flee |. 


from the wrath to come, to Jay hold on 
eternal life, and fecure that good part, 
which will not be taken away from 
them ? Efpecially, what keen remorte 
miuft thofe have at this fulemn hour, 
fuppofing they have the ufe of their 
reafon, and their minds have not he« 
come callous, whofe confciences accufe 
them not only of conftant criminal neg- 
le&ts, but, of having fet before their 
children an example of impiety and de- 
bauchery, and thus led them on to pur- 
fue the path that leads to final perdition? 
May fuch unnatural, and abandoned 
parents repent before it be too late. | 
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appeared to die in the faith of the 
gofpel. fs 

A ferious perfon, (who died at : 
the age of 16,) hearing fome 
young people, when they _firft 
awoke in the morning, entering 
into a difcourfe, which was impro- 
per, and ‘vain, very ferioufly re- 
proved them, telling them, “ That 
the God of their lives, and ‘of all 
their mercies ought to have the 
firft of their thoughts when they 
awoke in a morning ; and des 
clared to them, how unfit a thing 
it was, for perfons to begin the 
day with fuch vain and unprofita- 
ble difcourfes.”” 

A little before her death, when 
hopes of recovery were given up, 
fhe fpake to this purport to her 
afflicted mother ; “ Be not, my 
mother, overmuch grieved at my 
death ; for tho’ T have been guil- 
ty of many fins ; yet I have hopes 
in the mercy of God, thro? Jefus 
Chrift, my only Saviour, that I 
fhall, when I die leave all my pain 
and affiGiion behind me, and en-« 
ter into everlafting reft and happi- 
nefs : And if you do, by a tho: 
rough repentance, turn to God, 
and truly feek and ferve him, you 
may yet again fee me with great 
joy and comfort. 


Anecdote of Foafe. Panu and his 
mother. : 

When this Joafh was a little 
boy, a certain perfon put a little 
rum into his mouth, that he might 
have an early tafte of that liquor, 
which Indians in general fo much 
admire : But it feems, that this 
fort of drink was too fiery for the 
tender palate of the lad; he there- 
fore fuddenly cleatéd his mouth of 
it, with fome indication of diflike. 


| His mother being prefent, and 


obferving his a€tions upon the oc- 
cafion, ipake to this purport ; 


' “Is this too hot for you, and fo 
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very offenfive, as by your acting it 
feems to be ? How much more 
would the flames of hell ‘be fo ? 
And yet for drinking this fort of 
drink, -there are many, ye go to 
that place of torment : Take 
heed therefore that you. abftain 
from it—be fure to avoid the ex- 
_cefliveufe of it.?’—Thisfeafonable 
word of caution and advice, which 
his mother thus gave him, made 
fuch an impreffion on_ his tender 
heart as was never effaced ; nor 
didhe, as far as the gentleman 
that wrote his life could under- 
ftand, ever tafte any more of that 
fort of drink ; neither did he make 
ufe of any other fort of drink, 


which was {trong or f{pirituous.* 


Converfation between two Chriftian 
Lndians. 


Wane muons avery fericus 
man, being near his death, receiv- 
ed a vifit from Peter Ohquonhut, a 
Chriftian Indian, afterwards a mi- 
nifter worthy of credit. Peter 
on this occafion put fomequeftions 


Attempts to Chrifianize the Indians. 


to him, which, with the anfwers 


here follow :-— 

«¢ Peter. Do you believe that 
there is a God? 

Yonohhumuh. Yes, 1 believe, 
that thereis indeed a great God, 
whofe name is Jehovah ; and that 


*If parents in general, in this land, 
were more faithful monitors, and more 
careful to keep their fons out of the in- 
fctious company of intemperate and 
enfaaring perfons, much moral evil 
might be prevented, and many a youth 
be preferved from ruin: But where pa- 
rental inftru@ions, admonitions and re- 
ftraints are wanting, the bias of corrupt 
nature, accompanied by external temp- 
tations, will incline many a youth {peed- 
ily to enter forbidden paths, and not 
unfrequently, in afhort time, torun to 
an excefs of riot, from which nothing 
bat the grace of God, in an unacommon 
meafure, will eyer reclaim him, 
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he createdthe world and all things 
in-it. 

P. Doyou know that you have 
finned againft the God that made 
you? 

Y. Yes, indeed I do fo ;,1 
know J have committed many and 
great fins againft him. 

P. Are you fenfible, that for 
your fins, you deferve to Be tor- 
mented ? 

Y. Yes, I know that my. fins 
have deferved that I fhould be caft 
into hell. 

P. Have you then, any hopes 
of being faved ? And if fo,’ by 
whom and how ? 

Y. 1 have been informed, bay 
God fent his Son into the world, 
to redeem and fave finful men ; 
and that fuch as come to him by 
true faith and repentance are fa- 
ved from wrath by him ;,and on 
this I ground my hope for falva- 
tion. ; 

P. Do you then repent of your 
fins, and by faith come to Chritt, 
fince you hope for falvation in. this 
way? 

Oe. Yes, I do; I:-come and 
come again to Chiift ; and? I 
mourn for my fins, BY entreat 
him to pardon them, and cleanfe 
me from them.”’ 

Being nowmuchaffected—thed- 
ding tears, and unable to proceed, 
the converfation was fufpended 
fora fhort time: The fick man, 
when the agitation of his mind 
was infome meafure calmed, re- 
fumed it, and afked a queftion in 
his tura ; and having received an 
anfwer, clofed the difcourfe with 
this grateful. and wcll “Te= 
mark. 

« Oh ! the wonderful tate of 
God, that having but one Son, 
he was willing to give him to fuf- 
fer and die fhe us miferable finners, 
that fo we might live through 
him !?? 
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ser 
Ged unchangeable in his purpofes, in 
the accomplifhment of which, all 


the real good ever enjoyed by men, 
_ 4s effecied and befowed.. 


/A_N infpived penman of the 
Z fcriptures’ has affirmed, 
« Every good gift and every per- 
feCt gift is from above, and cometh 
down from the Father of. lights, 
with whom is no variablenefs, nei- 
ther fhadowof turning.””? James 
ik7. 

A. diftin illuffration of every 
particular afferted or clearly impli- 
ed in thefe words, would contain 
too much for a place in the maga- 
zine. The following obfervations 
will, therefore, be principally con- 
fined to the laft propofition ; yet 
keeping in view its conneétion 
with the other parts of the verfe. 

The propofition, “With whom 
18 no variablenefs, neither fhadow 
of turning,” imports, that God, 
the Father of lights,.is unchange-. 
able in his being and effential per- 
feGtions. A neceffary felf-exift- 
ent being muft neceffarily be the 
fame forever. ‘Phere never was, 
and never will be, any alteration, 
change, or variation,. in his great~ 
nefs, or power, or wifdom, holi- 
nefs, juftice, goodnefs, or truth. 
The propofition aifo imports, that 
God is without’ variablenefs or 
change in his coun/els and deficns. 
A being who is ftriGily and abfo- 
lutely unchangeable, makes no 
alteration in his counfels, defigns, 
or purpofes. He forms his plan 
of operation, and adheres to: it, 


and carries it into complete effe&,. 


without deviating from it in any 
inftance whatfoever. “ Known 
unto God ate all his works from 
the beginning of the world.—He 
worketh all things after the coun- 
fel of his’ own will’? “All the 
good gifts, and all the perfeé 
gilts, which he beftows, he hee 
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ftows according to his counfel and: 
defign from the beginning, in ac- 
complifhment of “ the eternal 
purpofe which he purpofed in 
Chrift Jefus our Lord.” : 
The counfel, plan, or purpofe: 
of God refpeGting all his works, 
which exifted in his mind from: 
the beginning, or from everlafting,. 
comprifes all the ways.and means,- 
by which the good and perfec 
gifts, which come ftom him, are: 
effected, accomplifhed, conveyed’ 


or obtained. Every mean, and ev. 


ery circumftance, which hath any 
relationto the good beftowed, con- 
veyed or obtained, intime, had juft 
the fame relation to and conneétion 
with the event in the divine plan, 
from everlafting, as it hath at the 
time the effe&t is wrought, or the 
good beltowed. If God purpofed 
or decreed to fave the individual 
perfons, compofing the-church of” 
the Theffalonians, whom Paul 
addreffed in his fecond epiitle to 
them, through fanQification of the 
Spirit and belief of the truth, 
and to-call them to the obtaining 
of this ineftimable good, by means. 
of the gofpel which the apoitles 
preached ; then they could not 
be faved in any other way, or by 
any other means, confiftently with 
his counfel or decree. ‘The gof. 
pel preached to them, and their 
hearing it, and believing it, had 


| precifely the fame relation to and 


connection with their falvation in 


the eternal purpofe of God, as at 


the time when they a€tually heard: 
and believed ; and in the eternal 
purpofe of God their falvation 
was as much dependent on and as 
much the effe& of their hearing 
and believing, as it was at the 
time when it in fa@ took place. 
The like might be obferved with 
refpe€t to every beneficial effec, 
for the accomplifhment of which, 
means are employed, 9/9 = =0+%% 
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. The counfel or purpofe of God, 


according to which he worketh 
all things, primarily refpeés. his. 
-own conduét. He hath formed. 


a complete plan of all Ais cnn 
works or operations, embracing 


every ac and operation of _his,. 


from everlafting to everlafting. All 
that he hath done, and ail that 


he will do, is according to the. 


plan or counfel of his will from 
the beginning. He never did and 
never will do any thing, which he 
did not always purpofe: or intend 
to do. And every thing which 
he always intended to do, he do- 
‘eth or will do. Not one of the 
infinite variety of things comprif- 
ed in his original plan, will fail or 
“be left undone. And by thus fix- 
ing the plan of his own opera 
“tions, and deciding or determin- 
‘ing what he will do, in every in- 
tance from everlafting to everlaft- 
ing, the univerfal fyftem of events, 
-comprifing every exiftence, and 
every action, and every enjoyment, 
and every fuffering of creatures, 
became fixed and certain. For 
the whole hath fuch relation to, 
and dependence on, and connec- 
tion with, what God doeth, that 
the determination of-his own atts 
in every inftance, from everlafting 
‘to everlafting, renders the, whole 
fixed and certain. 

That God hath thus deter- 
‘mined the plan: of his own works, 
acts or operations, and in the be- 
ftowment of every good and _per- 
feet gift which comes from him, 
accomplithes his own pucpofe, 
according to the counfel of his 
will, and doeth nothing but what 
he from everlafting intended or 
determined to do, is clearly and 
fully implied in the propolition, 
that with him there is no variable- 
nefs neither fhadow of turning. 
For any alteration of his purpofe, 


orthe omiffion of any thing which ! 


able in his purposes. 
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he once intended to do, or. the 
grant or performance of any thing 
which .formerly he did not pur- 
pofeto do, evidently implies fuch 
a change of mind, as cannot be 
reconciled with his friG, eternal 
immutability or unchangeablenefs. 

And why fhould any wifh God 


to change his mind, or to alter 


‘his purpofe, or to do or omit any 


thing which once he did not ine 
tend ? Or what objection can 
they reafonably make, againtt his 
forming in the begianing the 
whole plan of his operations, and 
carrying it into complete effect, 
without any*the leaft alteration ? 
Do they fecretly imagine that he, 
like, .creatures, improyes by age 
and experience, and can better 
determine now, what it is moit 
wife and proper and beft for him 
to do, in fome cafes, than he 
could in the ages of eternity ? De 
they think he hath now. a clearer 
view and more perfect knowledge 
of all creatures, cafes.and circum- 
ftances, than he had before the ac- 
tual exiltence of creation com- 
menced ? 
Surely none will dare pretend 
tothis. The thought is impious, 
and implies. denial or difbelief of 
the abfolute eternal omnifcience 
and infinite knowledge of God. 


If God hath cbtained any new 


ideas ‘fince creation began ; if 
things have happened which he 
did not expeé, or otherwife than 
he expected; if he now fees any 
thing in a new and different light 
Poe what he once did, and ea | 
not from the beginning have form- 
ed his plan in all refpects juft as 
he did, had he then viewed every 
thing jatt as he doth now 3. if any 
thing like this hath taken place,; 
then furely there is a very materi- 
al change in his view and knowl 
edge of things, and he was once 
ignorant of what he now knows. 
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“And upon this: fuppofition, his 
underftanding or knowledge was 
‘once imperfect, but is now im- 
proved; and upon the fame prin- 
ciple, may’ probably be till fur- 
ther improved fome ages hence. 
If fuch be the idea which any 
entertain of God, let them no 


‘more ‘pretend to believe his eternal _ 


omnifcience—his infinite, eternal 
and abfolutely perfect knowledge 
of all things. But let them can- 
didly own, that although they 
believe his knowledge is very 
great and extenfive, and far fupe- 
rior to that of creatures; yet he 
is, or may have been, ignorant) in 
a degree with refpe€t to fome 
things—liable to fome error or 
miltake, and may poffibly make 
fuch. improvement and acquire 
fuch new ideas, that, like crea- 
tures, he may fee it wife and beft 
to do fome things, which from 
the beginning he did not think of 
doing, and to omit others, which 
he then propofed to do. 

But if any, who obje& to God’s 
eternal immutable purpofe, ac- 
cording to which he invariably 
acts, do not choofe to own, that 
they entertain any fuch like de- 
grading and reproachful ideas of 
the Deity, they are defired to en- 
quire and-confider ferioufly, whe- 
ther they can affign or conceive of 
any reafon, why God, before he 
had formed any creature, ‘could 
not determine as well, what it 
would be wifeft and bett for him 
to do in all cafes whatfoever, as 
he could afterwards. And if he 
was as wife and holy, as juft and 
righteous, faithful and true, as 
good and gracious, benevolent, 
merciful and compaffionate » then, 
as he is now or ever “will be, whe- 
ther they ‘can ‘poffibly conceive ‘of 
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rations) with «refpeét to every 
world; creature, thing and event, 
from beginning to end, which 
would not lie equally againft his 
ever determining what to do ‘in 
all cafes. 

But to cut the argument fhort, 
and bring the cafe to a point, let 
it be obferved, that God i8 effen- 
tially and eternally omnifcient and 
infinitely wife. Before he began 
creation, he knew juft as much 
as he doth now : he had as clear 
and perfect a view of all things 
as he now hath or ever will have. 
He, therefore, then faw and knew, 
as clearly and as perfectly ashe 
ever will, what it would be wifeft 
and beft for him to do, and moft 
for the glory and happinefs of the 
fyitem, in all cafes whatfoever, in 
regard to. creation, and ail crea- 
tures, things ‘and events, through 
the interminable ages of eternity. 
What plan of operations and 
events would produce the» moft 
glorious and happy fyftem on the 
whole, moft completely gratifying 
toa perfectly juft and infinitely 
wife and benevolent heart, he 
then faw and knew with the ut- 
moft clearnefs—with infallible cer- 
tainty. To deny this, is in ef- 
fet to deny his abfolute’ omnif- 
cience, his abfolutely perfeét 
knowledge and wifdorn, and to 
impute fome imperfeftion to him 
in point of underftanding, wifdom 
and knowledge. 

He then knew himfelf to be 
abfolutely omnipotent, every way 
able and fufficient, to carry into 
effe& and accomplith: fuch a plan 
of operation and events, as he faw 
and knew would: be wifeft: and 
belt. 'To deny this; isin effe& 
to deny his infinite power:and all- 
fufficicncy, and-to impute imiper= 


any objection againft his then'de- | feClion to him: in point of power; 
termining and fixing in his own | fkilland ability. a 


ind, the whole plan of his ope- 


He was then’ as impartially 
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jut, as infinitely righteous, ds he 
now is or ever will be. Therefore, 


whatever plan he then formed, 


mutt certainly be as agreeable to, 
asconfiftent with, juitice and right- 
eoufnefs, as he would ever act at 
any time, in cafe he had not pre- 


vioufly determined what to do, be~ 


fore the occafion aCtually exiited. 


Once more: God. is eternally 


and unchangeably the fame infin- 
itely benevolent, good and mer- 
ciful being ; and, therefore, in- 
variably and. infinitely inclined to 
that plan and fyftem of operations 
and events, which will produce 
and iffue in the greateft poffible 
good, and equally oppofed in 
heart to every thing which will 
leffen or impair it, on the whole. 
We may, therefore, be juft as fure 
that he hath, from the beginning, 
been invariably fixed and deter- 
mined upon that fyftem or plan 
ef operations and events, which 
will produce and-iflue in the great- 
eft poffible good on the whole, as 
we are that he always knew what 
it is, and was every way able to 
infure and accomplifh it, and 
is and always was perfecily 
jut and righteous, and infinitely 
good. We are, therefore, redu- 
ced to the neceflity of believing, 
that God hath always had one 
fixed. plan of operations unaltera- 
bly eftablithed from the begin- 
ning, from which he never devi- 
ates in any inflance; or elfe, of 
difbelieving his abfolute eternal in- 


finite and unchangeable perfection. | 


The former is moft rational, 
and certainly the plainly revealed 
doftrine of the feriptures. . For 
according to thofe divine oracles, 
«* He declares the end from the 
beginning, and from antient times 
the things that are not yet done; 
faying, «* My counfel fhall ftand, 
and I will do all my pleafure.’’ 

. Men eften oppofe the counfel 
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of the moft High, and attempt to 
defeat his purpofes. But though 
“¢ there be many devices in a man’s 
heart ; neverthelefs, the counfel of 
the Lord, that fhall ftand.?? Yea, 
“The Lord bringeth: the» coun: 
fel of the heathen to nought; he 
maketh the devices of the people 
of none effe&. The counfel af 
the Lord ftandeth forever, the 
thoughts of his heart to all: gene- 
rations” In-fhort, * he work- 
eth all things after the counfel .of 
his) own will.”’ --And) ‘certainly, 
if his counfel is perfe@ly wife, juft 
and good, and contains the beft 
poffible plan, there can be no rea- 
fonable objeCtion againft it. But 
the truth is, men do not like the 
divine plan. |. In their view and to 
their hearts, it is not, good, but 
evil. . For Goddoeth many things 
which are exceedingly croffing 
and mortifying to their hearts. 
And many real evils evidently ex. 
it. And they will nét believe it 
poffible, that thefe fhould:be any 
way comprifed in the plan of a 
perfectly wile, juit andgood God; 
becaufe they do not fee how they 
are neceflary, or will prove fub- 
fervient to the bett good of -the 
fyftem. And they inwardly feel 
as though God doth very wrong 
in fuffering them to take place, 
provided he could poffibly prevent 
them, and, therefore, as. though 
they took place conttary to his 
defign, and in fpite of his endeav- 
ors to prevent them. But that 
God doeth many things very crof+ 
fing and mortifying to thecorrupty 
felifh and rebellious feelings of 
the human heart, is certainly» no 
argument. that he. doth not. act 
wifely and for the. beft. Nor ts 
it at all ftrange, that fuch. fhort- 
fighted felfith creatuvesyas-we are, 
fhould net be able todee@ how the 


pene ; 
evil things which take:place. under 


the divine adminiftration are inten- 
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ded for good, and will ultimately 
terminate in the beft good of the 
fyftem. Yet when they in fact 
take place under the gevernment 
ofan infinitely wife, powerful, juft 
and good God, and: he alfo tells 
us he means them unto good, and 
clearly fhows already, in many 
particular cafes, how he makes 
them fubfervient to the accom- 
plifhment of the moft wife, be- 
névolent and merciful purpofes, if 
we were not moft unreafonably 
proud ‘and felf conceited, we 
fhould readily believe that he a€ts 
in the wifeft and beft poffible man- 
ner; though his thoughts and 
_ waysare even farther above our 
comprehenfion, than the heavens 
are higher than the earth. ‘To do 
otherwife, is to fet our fcanty un- 
derftandings, which are as no- 
thing, in oppofition to the infinite 
underftanding and abfolutely unt- 
verfal perfe& knowledge of God. 
How arrogant and daringly impi- 
ousis this! Let it be added, © 
Every objeCtion againft God’s 
eternal unchangeable purpofe, 
counfel or defign, is equally a- 
gainft what he actually doeth. 
For if all that God atually do- 
eth, in creation and providence, 
in the worlds of nature and of 
grace, is wife and juft and good ; 
then certainly it was wife and jult 
and good in him, to mtend, pur- 
pofe and determine, or decree to 
doit, before the world began. 
Whatever wifdom, juftice or 
goodnefs at any time requiresGod 
to do, it equally required him al- 
ways to intend or purpofe to do. 
This is felf-evident. » Nor can we 
obje& againft his forming and un- 
alterably eftablifhing the whole 
plan of his operations from the be- 
ginning, without equally objec- 
ting to what he a€tually doeth, 
and pronouncing it unwife, unho- 
ly Gr net good, but the contrary. 
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And, as before’ obferved, the 
truth is, we are diflatisfied with 
God’s condu&. We diflike his 
works and ways. Ifallthat God 
doeth was right and good in our 
eyes, and perfectly pleafing to our 
hearts, we fhould not entertain a 
thought of his having done wrong 


in determining, purpofing and 


firmly decreeing to do fo from all 
eternity. 
Thefe obfervations will be clof 
ed with one general refleGtion, viza 
What a folid foundation and in- 
exhauttible fourceof fupport, con- 
folation and joy, do all the benev- 
olent and holy find, in the view 
and contemplation of God as the 
Father of lights, from whom com- 
eth every good. and perfe gift, 
and in the belief and affurance, 
that with him there is no variable- 
nefs, neither fhadow of turning — 
that he is unchangeable in his be- 
ing and effential perfections, and 
in all his counfels and defigns ? 
Confcious that they are depen- 
dent creatures, who have no fuf- 
ficiency of themfelves, to provide 
for and fecure their own happi- 
nefs, or that of others—yea, that 
they are finners, and as fuch, mif- 
erable already, and expofed to 
yet greater mifery ; feeing alfo 
the world, at prefent full of evils, 
andthe inhabitants more general- 
ly living in malice and envy, hate- 
ful and hating one another, with- 
out any fear of God before their 
eyes, their feet fwift to fhed bloods 
and their ways marked with de- 
ftruction and mifery ; Yhow would 
their benevolent hearts fink within 
them, and be overwhelmed with 
grief and defpair, in cafe they 
knew of no being, to whom they 
might look for fupport and help, 
in a well grounded confidence, that 
heis able and difpofed and. fully 
determined, to fupport thofe whe 
cleave unto him, and to overrule 
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all the evil which takes place, in 
a fubferviency to the beft good of 
the intelligent fyftem ? But when 
they think of the Father of lights, 
and view him at:the head of the 
univerfe, and confider the innu- 
merable good and perfec gifts 
which he hath beftowed and is 
daily beftowing, and the immen- 
fity of good which he hath promif- 
ed, or revealed it to be his pur- 
pofe, yet-to beflow or eteck— 
when they contemplate his glori- 
ous character, his infinite under- 
ttanding, knowledge and wifdom, 
kis abfolute omnifcience and al- 
mighty power, his infinite juftice 
and righteoufnefs, goodnefs and 
truth, grace and faithfulnefs--when 
they confider this all-fufficient and 
abfolutely perfect God as fitting on 
the throne, and doing as he pleafes 
' in heaven and earth, working all 
things after the counfel of his will, 
for acconiplifhing the purpofes of 
his own infinitely wife and benev- 
olent heart, affuring us that he 
can and will do all his pleafure ; 
they then fee folid ground and find 
abundant fource of fupport, com- 
fort and joy. In the view and be- 


lief of this God at the head of | 


| name of the Father, of the Son, 


the univerfe, and that he chang- 
eth not, they are affured that all 
willend well, in the greateft glo- 
ry and happinefs of his kingdom, 
notwithftanding all prefent dark 
and difmal appearances ; and that 
fuch as truft in him are fafe, and 
will finally triumph over every evil, 
and find complete, everlaiting hap- 
pinefs in his eternal kingdom. 

oe ASTHENES. 


- Harmony of Chriffianity. ‘ 
{Coneluded from p. 209.) ». 
Te FRR see 
The Inftitutions of Chripianity.- 
1) ELIGIOUS infitutions 
are indeed practical, ~ but 


Harmony of Chriftianity. 
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they embrace a /diftinG . clafs. of 
practical. duties,..and. have been 
ufually named. spofitive 5. a -fepa- 
rate view.of. them may be benefi- 
cial, £ oth hos Deetecdinle 
Chriftianity is. diftingnifhed 
from other religions, by feveral in-. 
fitutions not, to be. found. in. any- 
other religious fyftems. . Thefe,. 
although eften. confidered as not 
bearing any original relation to. 
their object, will be found when 
duly confidered, as being well 
adapted to the nature and ends 
of the Chriftian religion, and to 
render the fyitem , full more per- 
fect. 

Thefe inftitutions are the Chrif- 
tian minifiry,.;.. the viftble church 
with its officers anddifcipline ; the 
Chriftian fabbath ; and the facra- 
ments of the new teftament, viz. 
Baptifm andthe Lord’s fwpper. 

1. The ‘Chriftian miniftry. . 

This office was. inflituted by: 
Chriit, jut before his afcenfion 
to glory, after he had prepared 
his apoitles for fo important a fer- 
vice. §* Go ye, faid he, into all 
the world, and preach the gofpel 
to every creature.”— Go teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the 


and of the Holy Ghoft ; teach- 
ing them to. obferve all things, 
whatfoever I have commanded 
you. .And lo, I am with you 
alway even unto the end of the 
world.”? 'Thefe were to commit 
the preaching of the gofpel to 
faithful men who fhould be able 
to teach others, and they again 
to thofe who fhould  fucceed> 


| them uader protection of the Re~:. 


deemer’s gracious promife juft re- 
peated, to the end of time. 
The office and work. of an evan- 


| gelift, and that, of a.paftor or 


bifhop are of the fame general na- 
ture. The evangelift may act as 
a bifhop when properly ‘called, 


> 26 4. 
me the on. em alfo do. the 
swork of an evangelift, when ‘the 
interett. of. Chriftranity . requires 
him... Che -appropriate. work. of 
pa. “evangelift .is to..preach the 
gofpel) adminitter baptifm, gather 
believers into a, Chriftian, fociety, 
and adminifter: to them the Lord’s 

fupper. ‘The work of the bifhop 
primarily refpects. the overfight of 
a “particular... church,. meeting in 
one, -place,. for divine worthip and 
inanees. 

It is required that, evangelifts 


eile 


or miffionaries, be men; eminent in | ft 


‘the’ knowledge and. faith of “the 
gofpel, In,..the, ‘Chriftian, temper, 
or graces of the, Spirit, and, ‘of 
fuch {uperior abilities: and | attain- 
‘ments ir knowledge audin minif- 
terial gifts : and. -accomplifhments, 
as to: be. well able to teach others, 
and lead the ‘public devotional eX- 
ercifes, and whofe life and manners 
do honor. to Chriftianity.. >and 
they. muft havea . good. report 
from thofe who are without... 

26." he vifible. church with its 
officers and difeipline, 

. This holy, {ociety, 1s iitabed 
hy the authority of Chrilt, 
this rock, faid he, will I. build 
my churchs and the gates of hell 
fhall not prevail againtt. it.’”’ A 
-vifible church. of Chrilt, meeting 
In one place, for. divine ordinances, 


is. conftituted. of. members, cach 


amaking a credible profeflion of the 
» faith.of the gofpel, and fubmit- 
ting to its inftitutions: and. com- 
mands, 
united in the faith, the {pirit and 
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All of them apparently 


practice of Chriftianity. ; and all 


thus diftinguifhed from the world, 
though belonging to many fete. 
ent Corian congregations, or 
having different opinions and prac 
tices Inthe non-effentials, of reli- 
gion, conftitute the vilible catho- 
lic, church of .Chrift .on earth: 

Andall thofe 2 in heavén and earth 


' [Jaye 
hee cata eas one ears 3 in sy fath, 


asit is. Chrift, conttitute. his invill- if 
ble. -church.. - Believers . on. earth 


‘conflitute, “the: church militant 5 5 


the faints in) heaven, conftitute the 


church, triumphant. 


cif: Wa 


Lhe inflitutions, | of ‘religion, 
celebrated 4 inthe former, . are. de- 
figned |; and ‘adapted | for the, con- 
yerfion of, finners, and. the -edifi- 


cation of faints, till they all « come 
in, the unity. of the. faith and of the 
know ledge of the. Son, of God, 
untoa, peed many unto. the mea- 


fure of the flature. of the fulnefs 
ot Chnit.. I 2 the church on earth 


I the: Chriftian. ‘difcipline , is to be 
exercifed, for the, recovery _ of 
thofe who fall _ into, herely ¢ or .im- 


“morality 5 


this, however. ‘is nota 
diterpline enforced by. any. corpo- 


‘val or pecuniary punihhments,. but 


isa difcipline of perfuafion and 
reproof,, flowing from, brotherly 


love, and the fpirit of Chriftianity 


in general. In this duty and la- 
bor the churches are to affit each 
other, when duly called, as. the 
cafe. may require. If “all proper 
labor to reclaim the erring brother, 
prove ineffectual, and he appears 
to be irreclaimable, ‘after the be- 
coming exercife of brotherly pa- 
tience and long. fuffering, he mutt 


be feparated from the communion 


of the church, as not being under 
the influence of, gofpel. motives 
and arguments, and to prevent 
the influence of his fin to the in- 
jury of others. 

In_ thefe churches. are to be 
placed ftated bifhops. or paftors, 
whofe office and. duty have been 


already mentioned. 


Deacons are officers in partic- 
ular churches, whofe official duties 


lie in affifting the pattor “when 


needful, in. fee to the afflid- 
ed, in fupplying the wants ‘of; the 
needy from the collections of the 


-church, and. in providing for the 
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Lord’s table and diftributing the 


facramental elements. 

_ 3. The Chriftian fabbath is a 
‘divine inftitution to be a day of 
holy reft, in thankful commemo- 
ration of the reft of Jefus from his 
labors, by his refurre€tion from 
the dead. It isto be fpent in 
the exercifes of religion in private, 
in the public folemnities of divine 
worfhip, the miniftrations of the 
gofpel, and the celebration of the 
gofpel facraments, baptifm and 
the Lord’s fupper. 

4. Thefe facraments were in- 
ftituted by Chrift, to imprefs our 
minds by fuch fignificantemblems, 
with a fuitable fenfe of our dedi- 
‘cation to him, on the terms of 
the gofpel ; our faith in his atone- 
ment ; our truft in his fufficien- 
cy ; our union to each other, 
and to all his difciples ; and our 
hope in his falvation. 

As thefe inftitutions of the 
‘gofpel are pafling in review, we 
cannot but reflect, how admira- 
bly they are adapted to their end ; 
how they all point to the fame 
iffue, and agree with each other, 
and with Chriftianity in all its 
parts already confidered. 


Conclufion. 


While many inferences, which 
might be made from the preceding 
difiertation, are paffed in filence, 
the reader is requefted to give his 
ferious attention to thofe which 
follow. 

1. The harmony of the Chrif- 

‘tian religion is a good evidence of 
its truth and divinity. Agree- 
ment in the various parts of a com- 
plicated fyftem is an important 
argument for the truth of the 
-whole, becaufe truth is ever con- 
fiftent with itfelf; but it is not 
fo with falfchood ; in a complex 
fyftem of this, inconfiitencies and 
contradiGtions will abound. Fur- 
Vou. III. No. 7. 


Harmony of Chriftianity. 
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thermore, in the Chriftian fyftem, 
many things are ‘contained which. 
we know tobe true, either intuis. 
tively or by deduction fhort and 
plain; and we clearly perceive 
the conneétion between thefe, and 
the other branches of the fcheme, 
not equally obvious in themfelves, 
or admitting proof by fo fhort a. 
dedu€tion. 

From the preceding inveftiga- 
tion, it appears that the whole 
fyftem refts on a few primary 
truths, either intuitively evident, 
or by fhort and eafy deduGtion. . _ 

Thus, if we admit our moft 
common mental perceptions, we 
know there is an important differ- 
ence between pleafure and pain ; 
the firft is the object of defire and 
the latter of averfion. That per- 
cipient beings fhould be happy 
and that the greateft fum of hap- 
pinefs fhould exift, is defirable, 
rather than that a fmall degree of 
happinefs in an individual, fhould 
take place at the epénfe of the 
greater happinefs of many; and 
finally, that union to the beft and 
greateft felicity of percipient ex- 
iftence is the perfection of a ra+ 
tional mind ; andthe oppofite to 
this, the depravity of fuch a mind. 
Thefe truths are fo obvious as not 
to be queftioned. 

By this, rule therefore, every 
charaéter and every {cheme of re- 
ligion and morality may be fairly 
tried. Is it friendly to intelligent 
happinefs on the whole, and in 
the final iffue ? 

The fyftem of truth which has 
been ftated will bear this teft. Its 
final objeét is the highedt rational 
felicity to the moral fyitem ; the 
mean to effect it is the union of 
rational minds, or general-benev- 
olence. ‘We have feen the fever- 
al parts’ of ‘the Chriftian’ revela- 
tion to meet and unite in this’; 
and all the great events in the mo- 
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ral fyftem ultimately rendered fub- 
fervient to it. [he mediatorial 
fyftem is the great work of God 
for its acoemplifhment . - With 

this in view, we fee each braneh 
‘of divine truth conne@ted with 
‘others, and all forming a perfec 
_and confiftent whole, in a connec- 
ation of the parts which i is: : indif- 
foluble. ‘ 


‘The Chriftian fyfiem may ‘be 


compared to a great chain de- 
_{cending from heaven, conffting: 
~ af numerous: links, all connected 
with each other and with the 
- whole ; 
to a magnificent edifice, which 
-though neceflarily complex, is 
_ full compofed of the beit materi- 
_ als, and built by an accomplifhed 
architet. The attentive fpedcta- 
tor, in contemplating the building, 
is impreffed with a view of the 


excellence of the materials, and 


with the exa& conftruGtion and 


the exquifite manner in which 


they are conneéted, the fuitable- 
nefs of each part to the place it 
fills, and to the beauty, ftrength 
and perfe€tion of the whole. 
He admires the harmony and pro- 
portion of the parts with each 
other, and with the whole. But 
he mott of all, contemplates with 
delight, the adaptednefs of the 
building for utility, to the object 
for which it was erected, efpecial- 
ly if this obje& be important. 
In viewing the edifice he will be 
led to profound admiration of the 
builder and admire the wifdom,. 
tafte and forethought wHich pro- 
jeCted it, and feel thé fame con- 
viction of the ability of the archi- 
tet, as of the exiftence and work- 
manfhip of the edifice. 
Comparing great things with 
_Amall, we may fay, the Chriftian 
. fyftem.is like this building. The 
_ excellence of each part, anditsfuita- 


bblenefs to the placeandend affigned 


Harmony of Chriftianity.. 


or, to vary the fimilitude,. 
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it; theagreement of the parts witls 
each other and with the whole, 


and the perfeGtion of the whole, 


imprefs the ferious and contempla- 
tive mind, with the fulleft con- 
viction of the truth and divinity 
of the fyftem, its adaptednefs to. 
its end, and the exiftence and per- 
feGion of its divine author.— 
“The heavens, indeed, declare his 
glory and the firmament his han- 
dy work ; day unto day uttereth 
fpeech, and night unto night 
fheweth knowledge of God.” — 
But the Chriftian fyitem exhibits. 
his character and perfection with: 
fill greater certainty and clear- 
nefs. How fadly debafed by 
vain philofophy, and the pride of 
feience, falfely fo called, is the 
mind which,. with this divine fy{- 
tem before it, can be blind to its 
truth and. beauty, and 'to the ex-. 
iftence and perfetion of its divine 
author. 

2. The truth and divinity of 
Chriftianity are evident from its 
final objeét, and the means em- 
ployed to obtain it. 

The final obje& is the higheft 
perfetion of the moral fyftem, in. 
the bleffed union and communion 
of all holy beings. 

The adorable trinity in unity, 
in the ever blefled God, is the 
fource and pattern ‘of all union 


and communion in holy intelligen- 


ces. Thefinaldefign of themedia- 
torial fyftem, and of all: fubordi- 
nate divine operations, is to bring 
all holy angels and. faints into the 


| neareft union to God and each 


other, in conformity to the triune 
Deity. “This is efle&ted by a par- 
ticipation, adequate to the nature 
and capacity of each, in the Holy 
Ghoit, ‘with each thier and with 
the rabies and the Son. 

The feripture Garin’ clearly 
imports that the Holy ‘Spirit is 
given to all the children of: God,. 
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to. abide in them forever. By this 
‘they have joint participation in the 
dame) good ; in this alfo, they 
have fellowfhip «with the Father 
sand the Son, as has been ftated. 
, Our blefled Lord taught :this 
-do€trine to Nicodemus when he 
aid, 
-again—of the Spirit—he .cannot 
fee the kingdom of. God.”— 
Again, “If ye, being evil, know 
chow to give good gifts to your 
childreh, how much more fhall 
your heavenly Father give. his 
Holy Spirit to thofe who afk 
‘him ?”? 
From thefe and many other 
feripture declarations it appears, 
that the Holy Spirit is the great 
fummary of the good beftowed 
‘on the redeemed, and that he 
‘abides with them asa principle of 
divine life, aGtion and enjoyment. 
‘This indwelling {pirit produceth 
in the heart, love to God, to 
Chrift and to each other, and thus 
unites all its fubjects tothe king. 
dom of God, and effects in them 
~a joint participation of {piritual 
good 3. efpecially, communion 
with God, and each other, agree- 
“bly to the Solna apottolic dec- 
laration, ‘* That which we have 
feen and hew.1, declare we unto 
you, that ye may have fellowship 
with us ; and truly our fellowfhip 
~is with the father and with his fon 
-Jefus Chrift.” Of the fame im- 
port is the apoitolic benedittion, 
4¢ The grace of our Lord Jefus 
Chriii, the love of God, and the 
«communion of the Holy Ghoit be 
with you all.” 

The two following {criptural 
paflages ftrongly exprefs _ the 
canton of all the redeemed to each 
other and to Ged, through this 
joint participation of the Holy 
«Ghoft:: “ That they all may be 
sone; as thou Father art in me and 
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«¢ Except a man ‘be born: 


‘the kingdom of God. 


‘be its final iflue. 
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one in us.” Again in a difcourfe 
on the aa defizn of the media- 
torial work of Chrift : “ That in 
the difpenfation of the fulnefs of 


times, he might gather together 


in one all things ‘in ‘Chrift, both 
-which are in heaven and: which are 


-onearth.”’? -Allwho are acquaint- 


ed with the holy fcriptures know 


‘that they abound with paflages of 


like import, and abundantly pinyes 
that the great end of the Chrif- 


‘tian fyftem is to effet this happi- 


fying union and communion, be- 


_tweenall holy intelligent beings, 


through the Holy Spirit, in con- 
formity to the blefled union and 
communion in’the triune Deity : 

And that this is effected through 
the mediatorial work of Chrift, ap- 
plied by the agency. of the Holy 
Spirit, by whom all the redeemed 


are united in the love of God and 


each other, .and prepared for the 
moft perfec and latting felicity i in 
"Phus con- 
ilituting .a glorious church, 
which the -divine good A ire 
fhall forever reft. 

That difpefition. of the moral 
fyftem which ultimately effects its 


higheft perfection, by the beft 
-means, mult ‘be fupremely good, 


and its author mutt be divine. 
But fuch is the.difpofition of itin 
the:mediatorial plan, and fuch.will 
The mediatori- 
al plan muft therefore be divine, 
and the revelation containing. it 


smuft have defcended'from heaven. 


3. This-dubject teaches us, why 


ca life .of practical obedience to 
‘thedivine.commands, is the beftand 


crowning evidence:of the genuine- 
nefg of our religion, and that we 
fhall ‘be finally faved. 

This is frequently mentioned 
inthe {criptures in this view, as 
that, without whichit cannot ap- 
pear that we are the difciples of 


Lin thee, that they alfo.may be | Chrift, that we live in obedience 
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‘to all his commandments. That 
this obedience is the fruit & expref- 
_ fionof love to God, faith in Chritt, 
and of an inward fenfe of Chrif- 
‘tian exercifes, and that it is per- 
fevering. >> 
From the view of Chriftianity 
which has been taken, it appears 
_ that thereis a fixedconneétion, be- 
tween the views and affe@tions of 
the mind and the courfe of prac- 
tice. This is true-in the affairs of 
’ thislifeand of all focial intercourfe, 
and itistruein religion,  “ Thisis 
love that we walk after his com- 
mandments and his commandments 
are not grievous.”’ 

Hence it appears that a genu- 
ine Chriftian, exhibiting proper ev- 
idences of his religion, is one who 
embraces the leading and moft ef- 
fential truths of Chriftianity, ex- 
periences their power on his heart 
and affeCtions, and reduces them 
to practice by keeping the com- 
mandments of God. 

In proportion to our deficiency 

in any of thefe, our religion is im- 
perfect, and the evidenee of our 
intereftin the favor of God, lefs 
fatisfying. 

If we are greatly deficient in 
any one, though we may feem 
to excelin the other branches, 
we have great caufe to fear that 
our ftate is not good. Becaufe 

’ Chriftianity is proportioned in all 

its parts. As in all the views of 
it which have been already taken, 
fo alfoin this, viz. that our. or- 
thodoxy, our experience of the 
Chriftian graces, and our practice 


" are analogous to each other. The | 


orthodox Chriftian, has a due 
proportion in experience of the 
feveral branches of gracious affec- 
tion: fuch as love to: God; res 
pentance towards God, and faith 
’ towards our’ Lord Jefus Chrift, 
felf abafement, weanednefs from 
the world and a {pirit of watchful. 


On the Sonfoip of Fefus Chrif.. 
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nefs and prayer, love'to the brethis - 
ren and good will to all, with all 
other Chriftian graces 3’ and “be- 


‘tween thefe and a life of Chriftian’ 


holinefs there is a like proportion 3° 
as alfo between the various parts 
of obedience... The true Chrif- 
tian is not engaged in keeping one 
of God’s commands and negligent 
with refpe& to another, but he 
has refpect to them all. ek 

Hence, would we maintain a 
well grounded hope of eternal life, 
we mutt *‘be ftedfaft, immoveable, 
always abounding in the work of 
the Lord.” Then we may have 
the happy knowledge that “ our 
labor fhall not be in vain in the 
Lord.”? ' 

4. The reader muft have antici- 
pated the great importance of an 
experimental and praétical knowl- 
edge of Chriftianity ; and the 
impoffibility of a well grounded 
hope of falvation without it. 

Let us then make a praétical 
improvement of the preceding dif- 
fertation, by giving all diligence 
to make our calling and eleGtion 
fure. We who have the bible, 
and means of falvation, are exalted 
to heaven with privileges. Awful 
mutt be our ftate if we are finally 
caift down to hell forthe abufe of 
them ! Nowis the accepted time, 
—life is a vapor,—eternal con- 


fequences depend on the manner 


in which we improve it. May the 
grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 


the love of God, and the com- 


with us ! Amen. 


PHILANDER, 


munion of the Holy Ghoft, be 


To THe Enitors OF THE Con- 
-NEcTICUT Evancenican Maw 
GAZINE.' £3 Od. FOTN 


GENTLEMEN, 


Finding by a note in No. 22 


\of your Magazine, that you wifh- 


1803.) 


ed correfpondents toy communi- 
cate doGtrinal effays, the follow- 


ing thoughts upon the Sonfhipoof : 


Chrift, are tranfmitted for infer- 


tion; if you view them deferving | 


a’place. 


‘fa: ¢ doubtlefs of fome impor- 


tance to afcertain what 1s the 
true {criptural meaning of the ti- 
tles, Son of God, Only begotten Son, 
God’s own Son, and the Son, which 
are inferipture fo frequently giy- 
en to Jefus of Nazareth. , It is 
naturally to beexpected, that fuch 
as are oppofed to the doétrine of 
the fupreme deity of our glorious 
Redeemer, fhould be difpofed to 
explain not only thefe, but all 
other titles which are given him, 
in fuch a fenfe as to exclude pro- 
per divinity... Thefe names, how- 
ever, are fuppofed by fome who 


are friends to the real divinity of 


the Saviour, to be expreflive ra- 
ther of his humanity, or of his 
mediatorial office, than of his di- 
vine nature, as proceeding from 
the Father by an eternal, ineffable 
generation ; and to be. pretty 
much of the fame import with the 
names, Son of Man, Righteous 
Servant, Branch of Righteouf- 
nefs, &c. 

__In fupport of this idea. of the 
Sonfhip of Chrift it is alledged, 
that the name andrelation of Son, 
according to the idiom of all Jan- 
guages with which we ,are ac- 
quainted,  neceffarily, implies de- 
rivation and a certain degree of 
inferiority. That the title Son, 
or Sons.of God, js.one which is 
in feripture given both to angels 
and men. ‘That Chrift frequently 
fpeaks of himfelf as being, in the 


relation: and» capacity; of a Son, 


inferior to the Father, and aéting 
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than T.”? ° That the tera Son ime: 
plies either the° derivation of one ° 
being froar another, as men are” 
called fons, or children’ of men ;° 
or the ‘likenefs of sone being or 


| thing to another, as angels and ho. | 


ly men are called fons or children 
of God youngmen that were in-” 


forutted, and prepared for the 


gift of prophecy, are called fons,” 
or children of the’ prophets. 
Wicked men are called children 
of Belialor wickednefs, and proud | 
men are called the children of 
Pride. This being therefore’ a 
title improper tobe applied to 
fupreme Deity, and neceffarily: 
implying derivation and inferiori- 
ty, it is urged that either the: 
term Son of God mutt be reftria. | 
ed to the human nature, or tothe: 


office of the Meffiah, and mutt: 


‘Imply pretty much’ the fame with’ 


Son of Man, Righteous Servant, 
&c. or the real divinity of Chritt 
mutt be given up. 
But although it be readily ad- ° 
mitted that the name and title 
Son of God, is many times given 
to Chritt where the inferior nature 
is included, and perhaps fome- 
times where his humanity is prin- 
cipally intended ; for this plain 
teafon, that many things are, in 
{eripture, afferted concerning his: 
perfon, which are true only of 
one of his natures, as ¢* That the 
Lord of glory) was crucified,” 
and * ‘[’hat the church was jre- 
deemed: by. the blood of God,’’ 
—it neverthelefs appears evident 
from revelation; that Chrift’s Son- 
fhip'exifted, ‘previous \to ‘either 
his’ aflumption» of human nature, 
or his appointment:to the office of 
Mefliah. >) ‘Fo admit: the contrary 
fuppofition appears, in no {mail de. 
gree; to weaken ‘thevevidences of 
the ftipreme deityook Chrift! As 


thisis a fubject of pure revelation, 


we mult expedhto derive all our in- 
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formation from the law and the 
teftimony. The following con- 
fiderations are fubmited to the 
reader. oo 8 

~ Tt is allowed by nearly all judi- 
cious interpreters of {cripture, to 
be moft’ natural to admit the lit- 
eral fenfe of a term or phrafe,tas 


- the true fenfe, unlefs where vari- 


ous circumftances concur to fhow 
it to be ufed figuratively. But 
the term Son, in the moft frit, 
literal, and generally received 
fenfe, in all languages, fuppofes a 
father, a being of the fame 
common nature with him. Tho’ 
it be admitted that the term is 
many times ufed ina lower fenfe, 
as in the cafe of angels and men, 
who are called fons or children of 
God. Yetit is much quettioned 
whether thofe ftrongly definite 


terms of The Son, by way of em- 


inence, God’s own Son, and Only 
begott.n Son, are ever ufed to ex- 
prefs a lower idea of Somfhip, 
than what is implied in a fame- 


nefs of nature with the Yather., 


Certain it is, neither angels nor 
men are the fons of God, accord- 
ing to the fenfe of thefe terms. 
*¢ For unto which of the angels 
faid he, at any time, thou art'my 
Son, this day have I begotten 
thee.”” Heb. i. 5. Suppofing one 
perfon was called the Son, the on, 
ly Son, the only begotten Son of 
another, if we fhould underftand 
the term in any other fenfe, than 
as exprefling a famenefs of nature, 
& a defcent by natural generation; 
it would introduce fuch a confu- 
fion of ideas and terms, as would 
go far towards reducing all lan- 
guage to the utmoft uncertainty. 


‘What more therefore, could the 


infpired penmen fay, to affert 
Chrift to be a Son of the fame 


nature with the Father, and pro- 


ceeding from him by an’ eternal, 
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which belong to creatures. 
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though inexplicable generation, 
than to call him God’s own Son, 
only begotten Son, &c. ? Suppo- 
fing the do€trine of Chrift’s eter- 
nal Sonfhip to be true, I fee not 
how the truth of it could be con- 
veyed in fufficiently ftrong’ terms, 
or how we could havea revelation 
fufliciently clear, to fix our faith 
in the belief of it, if fuch a reve- 
lation is not given in the terms 
made ufe of by the facred penmen3 
for what more could be faid to 
prove him to be a Son by nature, 
than to fay he was God’s own 
Son, only begotten Son, &e.? © 

With refpect to the objection, 
that Sonfhip implies derivation 
and inferiority, it appears to orig- 
inate from our conneéting thofe 
ideas with the fupreme being, 
But, 
becaufe among men a father ne- 
ceflarily begets a fon younger 
than himfelf, it will not follow 
that the title fon, as applied to 
Chrift, implies inferiority. All 
the inferiority of a fon to a father 
among men, arifes from this cir- 
cumftance of human. generation 
and the nature of created beings. 
Separate from this, a fon being of 
the fame nature, is the father’s 
equal. Perhaps a more juft idea 
of the manner, in which the Son 
of God is begotten of the Father, 
cannot be formed by mortal man, 
than what is ‘derived from Pfalm 
ii. 7. “ Thou art my Son, this 
day have I begotten thee.” . The 
divine exiftence is not in fucceffion, 
admitting paft, prefent, and fu- 
ture ; but is one eternal day,” or 
now. So the Son’s being begot- 
ten of the Father, is ‘the imma- 
nent act of one eternal’ day.— 
Therefore this text, is equally true 
of a’ whole eternity, as of any 
given poiiit of time. Confequent- 
ly, the term begotten, ‘as applied 


' 


1863-] 


to. Chrift, implies no inferiority 


either of dignity, or in point.. of 


fucceffion of exiftence. 


» Other circumftances, befides the | 
obvious fenfe of the term, alfo. 
concur to fhow. us that this title | 
is originally divine, or exprefhive 
of the fupreme deity of -Chritt | 
particularly. As Son, and. in the. 


relation of a Son to the Father, 


he is. declared. to be an object of | 


worfhip, both by men and angels, 
and, in many places, the reafon 
why he was worfhipped was, that 
he was the Son of God. John 
v. 23. ‘ That all men fhould 
honor the Son, even as they hon- 


or the Father. Heb.i. 6. «* When | 


he bringeth his firft begotten into 
the world, he faith, and let all 
the angels of God worfhip him.” 
Pialm xlv. 11. ‘* Heis thy Lord, 
worfhip thou him.” Agreeably 
hereto, we find various. inftances, 
in which divine worfhip was giv- 
en to him while on earth, as foon 


as he was known to be the Son. 


of God. As—By the wife men 
of the eaft. Matt. ii. 2.—By the 
cleanfed Leper. Matt. vii..2.— 
By the ruler of the fynagogue, 
when he intreated him in behalf 
of his daughter. Matt. ix. 18.— 
By the people who had been with 
him in the fhip, and had feen his 
power in calming the tempett. 
Matt. xiv. 3.—By the woman of 
Canaan. Matt. xv. 25.—By the 
mah who had been poffeffed of the 
legion. Mark v. 6.—By the blind 
man who had been reftored_ to 
fight. John ix. 38.—By the wo- 


men. who firft. repaired to the fe- | 


pulchre. after his refurrection. 
Matt. xxviii. 9,—And by his dif- 
-ciples; when. they firft faw him 


after he was rifen from the dead. 


Luke xxiv. 52.. The ground 
upon which divine worfhip, was, 
in thefe inftances,, given him, was 
that the parties Knew and beliey- 
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ed. him to, be. the Son of God. 
But we cannot admit the fuppo- 
fition, that, in fo many inftances, 
divine worfhip would be given to, 
and received by him, upon a 
ground which implied no proper 
divinity. God is ever jealous of 
his glory, particularly of the glo- 
ry of being the fole and exclufive — 
object of all divine and religious 
worfhip. He hath faid, Iam the 
Lord, this is my name, and my 
glory will [ not give to another. 
When John, in the ifle of Pat. 
mos, would have worfhipped the 
angel, who was God’s minifter 
in imparting to him the revela-. 
tion, doublefs fuppofing him to 
be the Lord Jefus Chrift, and no. 
created angel, he was immediately 
forbidden : < See thou do it not, 
T am thy fellow fervant, and of 
thy brethren that have the tefti- 
mony of Jefus. Worthip God.” 
Rev. ix. 10. and xxii. 9. But if 
worfhip was to be given him, up- 
on a ground which did not imply 
Deity, would it not be to counte-. 
nance idolatrous worthip? Ad- 
mitting him to be truly God, yet, 
if the worfhipper had no knowl- 
edge, or belief of his divinity‘ nor 
any knowledge of his perfon and 
office, only through the medium 
of atitle which implied no proper 
divinity, and was only appropri- 
ate to the inferior nature, or at 
belt, reprefented him as afuper-an- 
gelic created being, it would be 
no more than creature worfhip. 
And if worfhip was commanded 
to him upon fuch a ground, as it 
is. exprefsly, Heb. i. 6, would it 
not contradit the command, 
«Thou fhalt worfhip the Lord 
thy God, and him only _ fhalt 
thou ferve.’” 

Farther, as Son, and in the re- 
lation. of a Son to the Father 
divine works are afcribed to him. 
But neither the mere human na- 
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ture of Chrift, nor any. created 


being, however exalted, ever did. 


fuch works a8 aré properly the 
works of ‘God. Among. fuch 
“works, note. the creation of the 
world, John “i. 3. “All things, 
“were made by ‘him, -and-without 
_ him was there not any thing made 


ee © that ‘was made. ~ By ‘comparing 


this with ver. 14, it appears that 
the Logos or word and only begot- 
ton Son, are titles of the fame 
“amport, unlefs we are rather to 
view the latter as exhibiting the 
~ftronger evidence of real underi- 
ved deity, i.e. viewing him as the 
maker of all things, we behold a 
‘glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father. Creation is alfo af- 
«eribed to him as the Son, Col. 
i 16. and. Heb. i. 2. Not ‘crea- 
‘tion only, but all other divine 
works are afcribed to him asa Son, 
andin the relation of a Son’ to 
the Father, John v. 17—ro. 
‘He raifeth the dead, ver. 21, and 
Judgeth the world, ver. 22. The 
term Son of God therefore, I 
think, plainly fuggelts the idea of 
a divine perfon and worker. ~ Ap- 
plied to the Meffiah, it does not 
point us fo direéily to the office, 
as to the real underived deity of 
the officer. ; 
“The fame idea of Chrift’s Son- 
fhip appears, alfo,tobe plainly ex- 
prefled in fuch {criptures as the 
following, which afcribe divinity 
tohim in the fulleft fenfe as Son, 
and inthe relation of a Son to the 
Fathers: Heb. 7.8. quoted from 
Pfal. xlv. 6.. “© And unto the 
Son* he -faith, Thy throne O 
God is forever‘and ever, and the 
fcéptre of righteoufnefs is “the 
fceptre of “thy kingdom.” ‘To 
the fame~ purpofe ver. To quoted 
from Pfalm ‘ci. 25, 26, «© And 
théu-Lord, inthe beginning, hat 
laid-the foundations ofthe earth, 
and ‘the heavens 46é ‘the work’ of 
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thine hands.’’ _'Thefe words are 


evidently fpoken of the Jehovah 
_of-Ifrael, but here applied by the 
'-Father to the Son.. As the Son 
“of the Father, he, is addreffed as 
the joint giver of grace, mercy 


and peace, 2 John 3. ** Grace be 


with you, and mercy and peace 


from God:the - Father, and from 
the Lord Jefus Chrift, the Son.of 
the . Father, in truth, and love,’? 
And the Apoftle’s elaborate proof 


| that Jefus.is the Son. of. God, 


confequently an objet of faith, 
iffues in,an affertion that he is the 
true God, and. eternal. life, i. e. 
The Son of God in whom we 
have life, upon whom we.are to be- 
lieve for eternal life, and who giy- 
eth fpiritual underftanding, is the 
true God, and eternal life..1 John 
V. I1,,12, 13, 20 » Unbeliev- 
ing Thomas, reclaimed. from his 
incredulity, exclaims, My Lord 
and. my God ! John xx. 28. 
This exclamation related. to the 
fame perfon whom he had 'feen, 
and with whom he had, frequent- 
ly converfed, in the days of his 


flefh, Our Lord, fo far from core 


recting his error, if it was. one, 
pronounceth him bleffed as a be- 
liever ; and the.infpired penman 
adds, ‘‘ Thefe are written that ye 
might believe that Jefus is the 
Chrift, the Son. of , God, i. e. 
Thomas’s confeffion of , Chritt_as 
his Lord and his. God, were writ- 
ten among other things, that»we 


‘might believe him to be the Son 


of God. To the fame . purpofe 
{ee John xiv. 9, 10, 11,.. ‘ He 
that hath feen me -hath feen the 
Father : I.am in the Father, and 
the Father, in me.” But. unlefs, 
as the Son of. the Father, he is 
truly God, inftead of feeing the 
Father in him, we fee no. more 


| than the Father’s fervant. 


The eternity of Chrift’s. gene- 


ration and fonthip feems, alfo, to 


“£803. ] 
“be fairly implied in many ferip. 


tures of the old teftament, parti: 
That the word Meffiah in the 


~ cularly in fuch as follow. Prov. 
‘Vili. 22, 23. “The Lord poffeffed 
“me in the beginning of his ways ; 
“before his works of old. I was fet 
up from everlafting, fromthe begin- 


“ning, before ever the earth was.” | 


~ According to the well known idi- 
om of the Hebrew language, the 
words rendered poffeffed,|and bro’t 
forth, plainly imply generation. 
That this is eternal is farther 

“manifeft from fai. lili. 8. «© Who 
fhall declare his generation.”” And 
Mic. v. 2. * Whofe goings forth 
have been from old, from ever- 
lafting.” Pointing not barely to 
fimple exiftence, but to the date 
‘of his Sonfhip. It feems there- 
fore plain, that the name and ti- 
tle Son of God, Only begotten 
Son, &c. are terms ufed, not fo 
much to point to the Meffiah’s 
office, as to exprefs the divine 
dignity of him who was invefted 


with it, and who humbled himfelf 


‘that he might become the author 
of eternal falvation,. to all them 
that obey him. He was not cal- 
Ted the Son of God becaufe he 
was the Meffiah; but becaufe he 
was the Son of God, he was eve- 
ty way qualified to bear the 
weight of that office. 

Chrift’s Sonthip is alfo diftin. 
guifhed from his office, and de- 
clared to be prior to it, in fuch 


paflages as thefe: Speaking of 


his Father, Chrift fays, John v. 29. 
* T know him, for Tam from 
him, and he'hath fent me.” Be- 
ing from the Father by an eter- 
nal generation, is diftinguithed 
from his being fent which relates 
to his office. Several places might 
alfo be mentioned in which, if we 
underftand the term, Son of God, 
either of Chrift’s inferior nature, 
or of his office, or as exprefling 
any’ thing lower: than’ the divine 
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original dignity of his nature, the 
pafiage would be a tautology. 


Hebrew, is of the fame import 


with Chrift in the Greek, is clear 
from John i. 41. “ We have Re 


found the Meffiah, which. is, bes 
ing interpreted, the Chrift.” Bu 
if we confider the term Son of 
God, as exprefling only the Mefs ~ 
fiah’s office, without. any refers 
ence to the original dignity of his 
nature, will it not follow that 
when Paul preached Chrift in the 
fynagogue, that he is the Son of 
God, it only meant that he 
preached that Chrift was Chrift, 
or the Meffiah was the Meffiah ? 
And Peter’s important confeffion, 
“Thou art Chrift the Son of the 
living God,’’ will be no more than 
telling that Chrift was Chrift. 
And the difciples’ profeffion of 
faith, ** We believe and are fures 
that thou art Chrift, the Son of 
the living God,” will be only 
faying, thou art Chrift the Chrift. 
Such unmeaning tautologies muft 
not be charged upon infpiration. 
But if we underftand the term, 
Son of the living God, as point. 
ing out the divine, original digni- 
ty of the perfon or chara¢ter, who 
is, by divine conftitution, appoint« 
ed to the office of the Mefliah ; 
or Chrift, the anointed ; accord. 
ing to the literal and natural fig= 
nification of the term, in alllan- 
guages, then the phrafes are not 
only vaftly important, but very 
plain and intelligible. 

Tn this fenfe it is abundantly 
evident the Jews underftood the 
term, John v. 18. ‘ Therefore 
the Jews fought the more to kill 
him, becaufe he, not. only ‘had 
broken the Sabbath, but faid alfo 
that God was his father, making 
John 
x. 30, * land my father are one,?? 
Ver. 33. "Fora good work we 
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ftone thee not, but for blafphe- 
my, and becaufe that thou being 
aman, makeft thyfelf God.”— 
Had the Jews underitood no more 
by this. term, than merely his 


: _ profefling himfelf to be the Mef- 


- fiah, in a language which laid. no 
claim to properdivinity, they could 
~ have had. no ground for a charge 
of blafphemy, if they had even 
difbelieved his pretenfions. Or, 
if their charge had been founded 
ona mifapprehenfion of:.the fenfe 
of the term, here was a fain op- 
portunity to rectify the mittake, 
by explaining the title, which he 
claimed in its true~fenfe. Or, 
though it be granted that our 
Lord ‘did not,, at all times, ex- 
plain things to the Jews, in fuch 
a manner as to correct their obvi- 
ousmiftakes, yet, is it not probable 
that he would have done in this, 
as he frequently. did in fimilar 
eales, i. e.. explain the matter to 
his own difciples, who were, prob- 
ably, in the fame miftake, if it was 
ene. But fo, far from retracting 
what«he had advanced, or from 
infinuating that the Jews did not 
underfland him right, he goes on, 
farther, to vindicate the juflice of 
his. claim to be the Son of God, 
from his doing fuch works. as af- 
forded infallible proof of his real 
divinity ;. though the Jews were, 
hereby, more.and more exafpera- 
ted. And afthough in John x. 
30, he reminds the . Jews, that 
they fometimes ufed the term ina 
lower fenfe, and ‘from thence, ur- 
ges the inconfiftency of their 
charge of blafphemy, feeing they 
had been’ accuftomed to ufe the 
term, God, and Son, of God in 
a lower fenfe ; yet when he comes 
to reafon -from the lefs to the 
greater, and affert the juftice of 
his own claim to that title, he 
does it,.in language afferting his 
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right to divinity in the higheft 
fenfe. Obferve, he founds his 
claim to be the Son of God upon 
three things.—1. Upon his fanc- 
tification and fending into the 
world. Ver. 36. i.e. Upon the 
fanctification of his human nature, 
which was fitted for office by a 
union with the divine.—2z. Upon 
his doing the works of the Fa- 
ther. Ver. 37.—3. Upon his be- 
ing in the Father and the Father 
in him. Ver. 38. A claim to a 
participation of Deity in the high- 
eft fenfe. So far was this from 
correcting any miftake which the 
Jews might be in about the mean- 
ing of the title Son of God, that 
he admits, in the fulleft manner, 
that fenfe in which they under- 
ftood him. rea ae hy 

It is farther worthy of notice, 
that Chrift’s Sonfhip is always 
fuppofed, even. where it has no 
re{peCt to his office. He is never 
faid to be made a Son. He 
is faid to be made a prieft. Heb. 
v. 4. 5. 10. He is faid to be made 
Lord and Chrift. Aéts ii. 36. 
He is alfo faid to be raifed up 
as a Prophet, to be fet as a King 
upon the holy hillof Zion, and 
to be raifed up as a Prince and a 
Saviour ; but he is never faid to 
be made a Son. His fonfhip is 
always fuppofed, which, I think, 


‘fhows it to be a divine title, ex- 


prefling the effential. dignity of 
his nature, irrefpeCtive of his 
office. 

No time could be more proper 
to exhibit Chrift by a divine title, 
than when he is held up to view , 
as being entitled to equal honor 
and obedience with the Father 
and Holy Spirit, as is the cafe 
when baptifm is adminiftered in 
his name, But here this is the 
title ufed. Matt, xxviti. 19. “ Go 
and teach all nations, baptizing 


— 
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‘them in the ‘name of the Father a 
and of the Son, and of the Holy 


Ghoft.’? 

- Farther, to fuppofe Chrift to 
be called the Son of God, on ac- 
count of his being defignated to 
the office of the Mefiiah, is, it ap-~ 
pears to me, to affix a meaning to 
the title -not warranted, either by 
the natural fenfe of the term, or 
the ufe of it in feripture. It will, 
I believe, be a difficult tafk, to 
mention a'fingle inftance, in which 
the title, Son of God, is ufed to 
point out an extraordinary office. 
Angels are called fons of God, 
becaufe they derive their ‘beings 
from him by immediate creation, 
and becaufe, as holy beings, they 
bear his image, but they are-nev- 
er fo called, becaufe they are ap- 
pointed to important offices or 
mifEons. - Adam’ was called the 
fon of God, on account of his 
immediate creation, and believers 
are called fons of God, becaufe 
they are fpiritually:begotten of 
him, and becaufe'they are adop- 
ted into his family, and are made 
partakers of the heavenly inheri- 
tance, by virtue of their union 
with God’s eternal Son ; but min- 
ifters, or other office bearers in the 
church have never that title ‘ZIV. 
en them on account of their-con- 
flitution in'office. But a fenfe, 
perhaps, a little different, is pre- 
ferred by a late learned and pious 
author, whofepraife isinthe chur- 
ches.* After naming feveral 
fenfes in which Chrift may. be 


} 


called the Son of God, he men- 


tions this with approbation.— 
« The title Son of God ‘is ufed, 
‘ in order to point out that glori- 
* ous perfon, who had, in gener- 
‘al, -fome fublime relation to 


© God, and who was alfo fo faf-. 
* tain the character and office of 


ot 


ee Dr Watts, 
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the Meffiah, the Saviour of the 
“world.” After “rejeGting “the 
feveral other fenfes, he prefers 
this as being the true meaning of 
the term, as it ‘is generally ufed in‘ 
the new téeftament-; for this rea- 
fon, that the doétrine of an eter 
nal Sonfhip, implying a Yamené 
of nature ‘in the divine effence) as 


fubfifting in Father and Son, was’ 


‘too deep and myfterious a doc- 


trine, to be'propoled to young dif 
ciples. But what this fublime 
relation to God is, which is fome- 
thing different from either crea. 
tion, adoption, angelic likenefs, 
or a famenefs of nature, we are 
left to guefs. The above men- 
tioned worthy author has not told 
us, and {cripture, I apprehend, 
gives us nolight. Itis a fublime, 
unknown, undefined, fomethine, 
none knows what. How this 
will help the matter, fo as to ren 
der that article of faith lefs myf- 
tertous, and better adapted to the 
capacities of young difciples, “T 
know not. Indeed I {ee not what 
we can make of this glorious per- 
fonage, who had, in general, 
fome fublime relation to” God, 
unlefs it -be the Arian notion of 
a-fuper-angelic being, and fo ftrip 
the Saviour of real divinity. “So 
that however friendly thofe who 
adopt this idea of the Sonthip: of 
Chrit, may be to the real unde- 
rived divinity of the Saviour, it 
appears to me they lay 'themfelves 
under great difadvantages, in de- 
fending that‘doGtrine ; for if it is 
but once conceded to’ an Arian 
or Socinian, that Chrilt’s Sonfhip 
refers only to his -human nature, 
of is, at beft, but a mere title of 
office, not implying real divinity, 
it appears to me he will beable to 
prove by fuch irrefiftible argu- 
ments, as can neither be gain- 
fayed nor withftood, that all thofe 
divine Names, Titles, Attributes, 
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Works, and Worfhip, which are 
in feripture applied to Chrift, and 
have been introduced fo fuccefs- 
fully in defence of the real, unde- 
rived divinity of the Saviour, are 


and viewed in the relation of a 
Sonto the Father, and’ are in 
a manner fynonymous with that 
~ title.” Confequently, if the ti- 
tle itfelf has no relation to any 
real divinity, other names and 
titles, given to him in the relatioA 
and ‘capacity of a Son, can infer 
none, and muft be explained in 
another fenfe, and Chrift will be 
a God and the great Ged, and 
everlafting Father, by office only, 
and not by nature, as well as a 
HGS ciel eh: Bay 

To this eflay, already longer 
than I intended, I fhall add only 
this one remark more, viz. That 
errors, particularly with regard to 
the perfon of Chrift, began, at 
an early period, to infeft the 
church. ‘The apoftle Paul tells 
us that the myftery of iniquity 
had begun to work in his days. 
And the apoftle John, who furvi- 
ved him many years, doubtlefs faw 
more of it.’ That ‘he faw much 
appears from his ‘epiftles.  An- 
tient hiftorians, quoted by Dr. 
Whitby, Mr. Lowman and others, 
inform us that St. John wrote his 
gofpel, at the earneft ‘defire of 
the-bifhops of Afia, with a fpe- 
cial view to obviate the early her. 
efies of Ebion and Cerinthus, 
who held our Lord to be a mere 
man, having no exiftence previous 
to his conception in the womb of 
the virgin. He on this account, 
ipeaks more particularly of his di- 
vine original, ~The other evange- 
lifts, iaving previoufly writtenthe 
feries of our Lord’s generation ac- 
cording to the flefh, he fet him- 
felf to write a fpiritual gofpel, 
beginning it with the divinity of 
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applied to him as the Son of God, 
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Chrift. And it is probable, that, 
bothin his gofpel'and in his epif- 


'tles, which* were written in ex- 


treme old age, and/at»periods not | 
far diftant from each other, he 


hada particular view to thefe her- 


eticsy who, as-they denied-Chrift’s 
real divinity, mui confequently 
deny any divine Sonfhip.” Now 
itis evident no one of the infpired 
writers fo frequently gives our 
Lord the title of the Son of God, 
The Son, by way of eminence, and ~ 
God’s only begotten Son, as this 
apoftle and evangelift.. The oth- 
er evangelifts more frequently call 
him the Son of Man, to point his 
relation to our nature. But the 
titles Son of God, &c. are darling 
phrafes with this apoftle ; he ufes 
them more than fifty times in his» 
writings. But, if thefe were names. 
pointing out his human nature,or _ 
are merely titles of office, it did 
not weil agree with his grand de- » 
fign, (which was to exhibit the 
Meffiah in his divine original,) to 
abound with this peculiarity. But » 
if the name and title be originally” 
divine, nothing could better pro. 
mote that defign than hid fo ‘fre- 
quent ufe of it. And his ufing 
this name in the fame conneCtion, © 
and as fynonymous with other ti... 
tles unqueftionably divine,~ puts 
it beyond all reafonable doubt 
that this was his intention. | 
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OD was pleafed, in liisaders:: 

BF able fovereignty, to firive 
with me by his Holy.Gpirit from 
my earlieft childhood, but how’ 
often did I grieve his Spirit , tho’ 
favored with every advantage of 
a religious ‘nature 5 but how great 
was his mercy who. did not leave 
me to mylelf, hut amade meite 
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Seel the deep pollution of my na- 
ture, and that the thoughts of the: 


imagination of the heart was evil,” 
only evil, and that continually ;- 


and that the carnal mind is enmi- 
ty againit God, is not {ubje@ to 
his law neither can be while un- 
renewed ; and thofe words found- 
ed dreadful in'my ears, «¢ Ephraim 
is jomned: to idols let him alone.” 
I faw that if God fhould caft me 
off forever, it would be juft. But 
bleffed be God who did not leave 
me to deipair of mercy, but ena- 
bled me ‘to feek him in all. the 
ways of his appointment, and ear- 
neftly to defire that he would 
make my way plain with regard 
to:coming to the Lord’s table; 
and he was pleafed to anfwer my 
requeft, by putting it into the, 
heart of a dear friend to mention 
her defire of joining herfelé to the 
church, and fhe wifhed I would 
alfo. I faid I would confider of 
it—I had many times endeavored 


to give myfelf up to God in cov- | 


enant, but always feemed to fall 
fhort. 

I thought I would once more 
attemptit,and if I was enabledto 
do it n private, I might then pre- 
fume to make a public profeflion. 
Accordingly I retired, and I truft 
was enabled to aét this time more 
fincerely than ever before ; but 
when I was endeavoring to give 
myfelf up, it came to my mind, 
‘¢ you have no faith, and without 
faith it is impoffible to pleafe 
God.’ It oceurred to me, faith 
is the gift of God: It was alfo 
fuggelted, you have never repent- 
ed of fin, Then thofe words 
came to mind, ‘ Chrift is ex- 
alted a Prince and-a Saviour to 
give repentance as well as remil- 


tion of fin.’?’>- then faw that he | 
was juft-duch-a Saviour asmy foul, | 


needed—every way fuitedto my 
Joft-and undone condition, I faw 
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| him to be glorious in his offices as 


a Prophet to inftruédt—as a. Prieft. 
to atone for my fins—as a King. 
to rule and reign over me;and to 


) fubdue. every thing» within) me 
‘difpleafing to ‘himfelf, and to ena, 
ble me to yield myfelf entixely to. 
him to work within’ me both te. 


will and to do of his owg, good 


pleafure, and earneftly) tovcry to; 


him for holinefs of heart} \D-was 


at length .enabled..to take ‘the. 


bond of the covenant. upon, me, 
and to call God andthe holy 


angels to witnels, that-I did-then- 
folemuly give myfelf to .God the 


Father «as my God and-Father, 


to God the Son as my Saviour, 
and Redeemer—to God the Ho- 


ly Ghoft asmy fan@ifier, guide 


and comforter; and under an a- 


bafing fenfe of my utter inability. 


to keep this covenant, thefe words 
came with power, “ J am un- 
derftanding, I am ftrength.”? But, 
Thave powerful enemies and my 
heart is exceedimgly deceitful : 
this idea came. to me, he is the 
captain of our falvation who was 
made perfec through fuffering: 
I was enabled to enlift under -his 


banner and truft him to work.in. 


me both to will and-do his whole 
good pleafure.. My foul was 


delighted, with a view ‘of. they 
-completenefs—the © all-fufficiency 


of this falvation, and I was call- 
ing upon my feul/and all within 
me to praife him ; well, replied 


my heart, fuppofe he caft you off, 


muft [ yet. praife him ?. Yes—for 
if he fhould, he is jul, feemg-E 


| reyected his call. and grieved ‘his 


Spirit, and would not that he 
fhould reign’ over me. But full 
there remained a hope,.that he 


would not caft. me. eff, and I 


thought .I- thould,,.be willing. to 
beg-at his teet all.my days, if he 


_ would thew mercy atthe lat hour. 


But fill thereremamed a fear with 
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regard to coming to the Lord’s 
teble, of the doom of the man 
that had not on the wedding 
garment : But I was told. that 
he came in his own righteoufneds, 
not in that of Chrift—I plainly 


= _ faw that I had none, and looked 


“upon myfelf as a. beaft, before 
God—exceedingly vileand fupid. 
I thought thofe words in Ezekiel 
were applicable to me 3 * caft out 

. to the loathing of my perfon.” 
But my notion of faith was, an 
‘act of my own which God was 

* to enable me to, put forth—and I 

found myfelf ‘unable to. do any 

thing but caft myfelf at the feet 
of a fovereign God, waiting on 
him for Chrift’s fake, to work in 
me both to willand to do of his 
own good pleafure. And, with 
this frame of heart, I ventured 
to join to the church, refolving, 
if I perifhed, it .fhould be waiting 
on himin all the ways of his ap- 
pointment. 

Well may I be filled with af- 


tonifhment, at theamazing love of 


God to the moft ungrateful of all 
The thought that [ 


his ‘creatures. 
God foreordained | whatfoever 
comes to pafs, for his own glory, 
has been very {weet to me. And 
have been enabled, in fome meaf- 
ure, to love myfelf with the fame 
love I bear to beings in general, 
and rejoice to be difpofed of as 
fhall mott- advance the kingdom of 
my dear Redeemer. I long for 
greater degrees of benevolence to 
all mankind, to be more delivered 
from afelfith contraGted fpirit, and 
for more enlargements in prayer 
for the advancement of Chrift’s 
kingdom, for the church to which 
i belong, and for my dear broth- 
ers and iiiters, that Chrift-may be 
formed in their fouls. 

But fome time after, I began 
to grow cold and ftupid, and was 
seady to call all in queftion, and 
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to fear T had been deceiving my- 


felf, and that I fhould turn'to 


folly again ; and in this fear I 
went to leture, where the minifter 
was very large in defcribing what 


a true work of conyerfion was ; 
and God was pleafed to accompa- 


ny the word with his Holy Spirit, 
and difcover to me that the work: 
was allhisown. But I was made 


_to-fee more of the evil of fin, and 


to leathe myfelf and repent in dult 
and afhes, and alfo for my pride 
and wile idolatry. I daw that ev- 
ery thing which took the place 
which God ought to have, yeas 
an idol, however mean in itfelf. 


, But) how aftonifhing that God 
‘ fhould fay, « give me thy heart, 


and a new heart will I give unto 
you, aright fpinit will T put with- 
in you. I will caufe you to walk 
in my ftatutes, I will be your God 
and ye fhallbe my people’? 
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Retradt of a letter from a refpea- 
ble Clergyman in Virginia, to 
one of the Editors, dated Now. 
19, 1802. 


~*¢ IN my laft I mentioned that 
a confiderable attention to religion 
was excited in’ Bedford county. 
This continued and increafed, fo 
that many .perfons, who before 
were not only carelefs but pro- 
fane, are now fober profeflors of 
piety, and walk agreeably to the 
rules of the gofpel. I underftand 
that nearly 100  perfons’ have, 


within a few months, been admit- 


ted into the Prefbyterian church 
under the paltoral care of Meffis. 
Mitchel aad Turner, while a large 
number has been added to the 
Baptift fociety. 
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“Ina Prefbyterian congrega- 
tion in Albermarle county, there 
has alfo been a confiderable awake- 
ning of late ; and as many as 50 
or 60 have been added to the 
church ; and by recent accounts, 
I Jearn that ferious impreffions not 
only continue but increafe. 

“In the county of Rockbridge, 
which is compofed almoft entirely 
of Prefbyterians, there has been a 
pleafing attention to religion, for 
fome months, in’ feveral congre- 
gations. Mr. Baxter informed 
me that he had received above 30 
perfons into’ communion in his 
church during the fummer. In 
an adjacent congregation, about 
40 had been received ; and as 
many in a third. The appear- 
ances and attending cireumftances 
here, are juft fuch as you have 

_ been aceuftomed to fee in the re- 
vivals im Connecticut ; and I hope 
the permanency and excellency of 
the fruits,in both cafes, willclear- 
ly point out the divine agency of 
the Holy Spirit. There are alfo 
confidreable movements in many 
parts of the ftate, under the min- 
iultry of the Methodifts and Bap- 
tifts 5 but of thefe I have not yet 
obtained accurate information.” 


A Letter from the church and foci- 
ety of Caftleton, Vermont, to the 
Trufices of the Miffionary Socie- 
ty of Connecticut, dated Septen- 
ber 45 1802. 


« THERE hasforfome months 
pait appeared confiderable atten- 
tion to religion in this place. _ 
fituation for years back has been 
truly gloomy and difcouraging. 
We have been deftitute of the fta- 


ted adminiftration of the gofpel ; | 
' the caufe is of God, and will 


and the indifference to matters rela- 
lating to another world has been 
great. But it has of late pleafed 
the great head of the church to 


“manner as of late. 


Our 
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fend down the influences of his how 


ly {pirit; and many, we trutt, have 
bowed to fovereign grace. No 
lefs than 24 have been added to 
the church within a few weeks, and 
others feem to be the fubjects of 
ferious impreffions. We have of- 


ten heard of the blefled effets of 


the labors of miffionaries, in this 


flate and elfewhere ; but never 
experienced them in fo fenfible a 
In atime, 
when many were enquiring “what 


fhall we do to be faved ?? God, 


in his holy providence, was pleafed 


to fend the Rev. My. Miller, a mif- 
fionary from Conne€ticut, among 
us, whofe coming was truly like, 
the coming of Titus, refrefhing 
and comforting thehearts of many. 
We conftrained him to tarry with 
us a few days ; his labors were in- 
defatigable and ufeful ; the blef. 
fing of many ready to perifh came 
upon him, and we believe will be 
his crown of réjoicing in the day 
of the Lord Jefus. Of his treat- 
ment and reception here, Mr. Mul- 
ler can inform you. We cannot 
fupprefs our thanks to Almighty 
God, who dirc&ted his courfe this 
way ; and who has inclined the 
hearts of our brethren in Conne&t- 
icut, and in other parts, to con- 
tribute fo liberally for the fpread 
of the blefled gofpel in thefe and 
other new fettlements. We feel 
a glowing zeal to unite with you, 
in advoeating a fcheme fo faluta- 
ry in its effects and promotive of 
religion among men. We truft 
that our joint union at the throne 
of grace will not be withheld ; and 
that in a meafure, we feel difpofed 
to afford fuch pecuniary aid, as is 
confiitent with our temporal abil- 
ity ; being fully convinced that 


cheerfully be encouraged by thofe 
who are friends to Zion, and wha 
have that benevolence that feeks 
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the good of the Univerfe. We 
look forward, with delightful an- 
ticipation, to that important day 
when we fhall meet togeth€r, and 
_have amore holy and intimatecom- 
munion with each other ; when 
the charitable. conduét of God’s 
people will be more publicly. in- 
veltigated ; and thoufands no 
doubt, through the inftrumentali- 
ty of the liberal and pious, will 
know the pleafing import of thofe 
words-of infpiration, “As alfo 
you have acknowledged us in part, 
that we are your rejoicing, even 
as ye alfo are ours in the day of 
the Lord Jefus.”’ 


MISSIONARIES. 
THE Rev. William F. Miller 


lately returned from a miffion of 
four months to the northweftern 
"part of Vermont, and the fettle- 
ments in New-York flate, weft of 
Lake Champlain. 

The miffionaries now in the 
fervice of the Miffionary Society 
of Conneticut, are Rev. Mefirs. 
“Badger and Chapman in New- 
Conneticut, Willifton and Wood- 


New-York and northern counties 


ward in the weftern counties of | 


[Jaw 
of Pennfylvania, and Willard and 


Leonard in Vermont. 
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ze 
POETRY. 
COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL- 


On reading particular accounts of Revivals 
of Religion in fundry places. 
: * 


OW pleafing to behold a God ! 
Difpenfing mercy where he will, 
His providences and his word, . 
Agree and bid us all be fill 


Be ftill and fee my arm made bare, 
And fovereign grace in triumph ride ; 
For I the ftubborn hearts-will tear, 
And conquer finners full, of pride. 


Tis heaven to fee’ this work of God, 
*Tis heaven indeed } replies my foul, 
To fee the Spirit with his word, 
The ftubborn infidel contre. 


To fee God’s charaéter made known, 
And all his attributes difplay’d 5” 


‘Juftice and truth maintain his throne, 


While mercy fhines without a fhade. 


To fee the proudeft finners bow, 
Made willing by his power divine, 
And at God’s fovereign feet lie low, 
And cheerfully to him refign. 


This entertains the foul indeed, 

Tt gives the mind a {weet repait, 
Arich fupply in time of need, 
And fweet as heney to the taite. ” 


Donations to the Miffionary Society of Connetticut. 


William F. Miller, contributions in New Settlements,  - 


A friend of Miffions, - - 


A friend of Miflions of Neivich.: 


D. 
60 23 
i 50 
100 0 


161 73 


= = cy - - & = 
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Conneticut. Evangelical Magazine, 
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The Church’ the fulnefs of Chrift, 
who filleth all in all, 
HE. firft chapter of the 
epiftle to the Ephefians 
ends with this fingular form of 
expreffion, ‘* The fulnefs_ of 
him that filleth ‘all in all.”— 
Thefe words in their conneétion 
plainly import, that altho’ Chritt 
filleth all in all, yet there is a fenfe, 
in which the church is his fulnels. 
This, at firft view, may feem a 
kind of paradox, or fomething 
like a contradi€tion. 
fore propofed to attempt fome il- 
luftration of the meaning, truth 
and confiftency of thefe two prop- 
Ofitions, viz. 

I. Chrift filleth all in all. 

II. His church is his fulnefs. 

T. Chrift filleth all in all. 

Jefus Chrilt in his incarnate per- 
fon, «¢ in whom _dwelleth all the 
fulnefs of the Godhead bodily,” 
38 exalted to the throne of the 
_univerfe, as Lord of all, with un- 
controlable power and authority 
“over all worlds, creatures and 
things; that he may rule and 
govern, employ and difpofe of 
all, to the glory of God and the 
interefts of his eternal kingdom, 
and fo as will in the bef manner 

“Nou. ITE. Mo. 8 
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It is, there- 


Noa 


—— 
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accomplifh the complete falvation 
and everlafting glory and happi- 
nefs of the church, which he hath 
purchafed with his own blood. 

In this high office and ftation, he 
fills ail creatures with whatever, of 
the nature of good, they poffefs, 
experience or enjoy. ‘Theréis no 
underftanding, light or knowl- 
edge, wifdom, power or ftrength, 

holinefs, peace or joy, in crea+ 
tures, nor any good poffeffed, at- 
tained, or enjoyed by them, but 
what is from him as its fountain 
and fource. But Chrift may be 
confidered as the head of his church, 

in a more peculiar and appropri- 
ate fenfe. The church inclufive 


_of ‘all its members is reprefented, 


in the fcriptures, as conttituting 
one body, in dllufion to and fome- 
thing after the fimilitude ofa nat- 
ural human body, compofed of 
many members united to each oth- 
er and to one common head, by 
which they live, and move, &c. 
Of this body, compofed of all 
the members of the chureh, Chrift 
is the head. He is not only head 
over all things fothe church ; but 
he isalfo the head of the body, the 
church, every member of which 
has a real {piritual union to him as 
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its living, life-giving, fupporting, 
guiding, and governing head.— 
“‘ May grow up into him in all 
things, which is the head,’ even 
Chrift: from whom the whole bo- 
dy, fitly joined together, and 
compatted by that which every 
_ joint fupplicth, according to the 
effeQual ‘working in the meafure 
of every part, maketh increafe of 
the body unto'the edifying of it- 
felf inlove.”.' Eph. iv. 15, 16. 
“In the paffage we are attempt- 
ing to explain, the apoftle appears 
to be fpeaking of Chrift in this 
fpecial and peculiar relation to and 
econneGtion with the church as its 
head, and of that as his body. 
The af which Chrift, in this par- 
ticular point of view and fpecial 
relation, is faid to fill, is his 
church, even all the members and 
parts of his body. All thefe he 
fills in all things and in all refpeéts 
belonging to and conftituting 
their fulnefs. Particularly, 

1. All the officers, with which 
the church is furnifhed and filled 
‘—allthat are requifite and necef- 
fary, for the perfecting of the 
faints, for the work: of the min- 
ift or edifying of the body of 
Chrit, are from him, and given 
by him: Eph. iv. 7—13. “And 
he gave fome apoftles ; and fome 
prophets ; and fome evangelifts ; 
and fome paftors and teachers ; 
for the perfecting of the faints, 
for the work of the miniftry, for 
the edifying of the body of Chrift : 
till we all come in the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God, unto a perfee& 
man, unto the meafure of the 
{lature of the fulnefs of Chrift.’? 

All thofe officers Chrift. fills 
with that meafure of his {pirit, 


and with all the gifts and graces, 


knowledge, wifdom and fill; and 
qualifications of every kind,. by 
which they are fitted, furnifhed 
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and capacitated, to perform the 
fervices for which they are ap- 
pointed and given, and to ac- 
complifh whatever he deéfigns to 
effe&t by their inftrumentality. 
This muft be fo evident, to all 
acquainted with the feriptures of 
the new teftament, that particular 


“paffages need not be adduced to 


provest, osc: . ‘t 
2. Chrift fills not only the of. 
ficers of his church, but alfo the 


whole body and every member of 


it, with all the light and grace, 


| wifdom and knowledge, holinefs 


and comfort, peace, joy and hap- 
pinefs, which they poffefs, or ex- 
perience and enjoy, in this world, 
and alfo in the world to come. 
Of his fulnefs they all receive, 
grace for grace. He faid, «TI am 
the light of the world : he that 
followeth me fhall not walk in 
darknefs, but hall have the light 
of life.” Having illuftrated the 
union of his difciples to him, by 
that of the branches to the vine, 
and declared how he had loved 
them, and taught them how they 
might abide in his love, he faid, 
“'Fhefe things have I {poken un- 
to you, that my joy might re- 
main in you, and that your joy 
might be full.”? At another time 
he faid, “ Atk, and ye fhall re- 
ceive, that your joy may be full. 
—Peace I leave with you : my 
peace I give unto you.?? Andin 
Ads xit. 52. it is faid, “ The 
difciples were filled with joy, and 
with the Holy Ghoft.?? Hence 
it is plain, that Chrift’s people 
are indebted to him for all their 
fpiritual light, peace and joy— 
that thefe {piritual bleffings are 
communicated and derived from 
him their‘head. Paul prayed for 
the Philippians, that they might 


“be fincere, and- without® offence, 


“‘ being filled with the fruits of 
righteoufnefs, which are by Jefus 
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Chrift, unto the glory and praife 
of God.”’—Alfo for the Colof- 
fians, that they might be * filled 
“with the knowledge of his-will, 


in all wifdom and {piritual under- 


flanding ;” - and for the Ephe- 
Shans, that they might be « filled 
with all the fulnefs of God.’ 


» Thefe.and fuchlike paflages 


help. to fhow, in fome meafure, 
what thofe things are, with which 
the members of Chrift’s body are 
filled 
light. and knowledge and holinefs 


—all the wifdom and {piritual | 


underftanding, and gracious exer- 
cifes of their hearts, and all the 
fruits of righteoufnefs in their 
converfation and practice, and all 
their peace and comfort, j joy and 
happinefs. He gives them and 
ccaufes them to drink of that wa- 


ter, which in them is a well of | 


water fpringing up into everlaft- 
ing life. He gives them his Ho- 
ly Spirit, whofe fruits, with 
which they are filled in a meafure 
now, and will be completely in 
due time, are love, joy, peace, 
long-fuffering, gentlenefs, good- 
nefs, faith, meekaefs, tempe- 
rance,’’ and every thing truly 
amiable and excellent, beautiful 
and comely, beneficial and cheer- 
ing, joyous and happifying. He 
gives them, and will finally fil 
ri Nie to the full, with the know- 
ledge of God and Jefus Chrift, 
which is eternal life. 

Thus Chrift, as the head of his 
body, the church, fills the whole 
body and all the parts and _mem- 
bers of which it is compofed, in 
allthings, and in all refpects, in 
which they may be faid to be fil- 
led, completed, and perfected. 
{In him they are complete. In 
him they have all things. neceflary 
to render them complete, to the 
extent of their capacities, in 
knowledge and wifdem, in holi- 


They comprife. all their 
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nefs and righteoufnefs, glory an 
beauty, joy and happinefs. For } 
is made unto them wifdom, and 
righteoufnefs, and fanétification, 
and redemption. In. the heaven- 
ly hate, he will fo fllthem, as 
to give them unceafingly the moft 
complete and perfect fatisfaGtion, 
For there ‘* the lamb himfelf fhall — 
feed them, and -fhall lead them 
unto living fountains of waters.’ 
‘There they. fhall walk in the light 
of the holy city, which the glory 
of God doth lighten, and .of 
which the Lamb is the light ; and 
there they will continually drink, 
to the full, of the pure river of 
water of life, clear as cryftal, 
proceeding out of the throne of 
God, and of the Lamb, _ 

The way is now prepared, to 
confider and illuftrate the other 
general propofition, viz. 

II. The. church of Chrif, 


| which is his body, the whole and 


all the members of which he fills 
in all things, is his fulnefs—*¢ the 
fulnefs of him who filleth all in 
all? 

How is this to be underftood, 
or what doth it import and figni- 
fy? This propofition is n@. in- 
tended to fuggelt, that Chnit de- 
rives any fupplies, any {upport or 
affiftance from the church, to com- 
plete, to augment or inecreafe his 
effential glory and happinefs. His 
eflential glory and happineis, as 
God, are the fame from everlatt- 
ing to everlafting, without in- 
creafe or diminution, . 

But Chrift in his official char- 
acter, and particularly and elpe- 
cially, in his peculiar relation to 
the church, as its head, would be 
incomplete without the church. 
A head fuppofes a body, and has 
fuch relation to and conneftion 
with it, that if the body is want- 
ing, the head, though it be in it- 
fel€ whole and entire, is in a very 
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incomplete, imperfe&t and defeét- 
ive ftate. A natural human head, 
though ever fo entire and com- 
plete, doth not of itfelf conftitute 
aman. T'o conftitute a complete 
man, the head muft. have a body, 
a body entire and complete in all 
its parts, joined to it. And in 
this view, the body is the fulnefs 
of the head—its complement or 
filling up, without which the 
head would be in a deftitute and 
incomplete ftate, incapable of the 
offices, funCtions and enjoyments 
appertaining to it as the head of 
a body. In a fenfe fomewhat 
analogous or fimilar to this, the 
church, confidered as the body 
of Chrift, is his fulnefs, confider- 
edasits head. If Chrift, in him- 
felf confidered, was juft fuch a 
perfon as_ he now ‘is—juft as 
great, wife and powerful, . holy 
and righteous, juft and good, 
faithful and true, and his worthi- 
nefs and merit the fame ; yet if 
he had no church, no body, in 
the fenfe in which the church is 
his body, and was never to have 
any, itis plain, that he could nei- 
ther perform the offices of a head 
of fuch a body, nor partake of 
the enjoyments. In regard to 
thefe there would be a total defi- 
ciency, which could be fupplied 
or filled up, only by the exiftence 
of a body united to him as its head, 
‘In this fenfe, the church, which 
is Chrift’s body, is the fulnefs of 
him its head, who filleth all in all. 

United to this body, Chrift is 


in a fituation and hath opportuni-. 


ty, to perform all the offices of 
the head, for which he is perfeétly 
fitted and furnifhed, and hath in 
himfelf the moft perfec fufficien- 
cy. And his fulnefs flows out 
and is communicated to his body, 
the church, and fills it with all 
things neceffary to bring it to the 
flate of a perfe@t man, unto the 
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meafure of the ftature of the: fuls ~ 
nefs of Chrift, that it may want>- 
nothing,.to render it complete and, 


perfect. in holinefs. and beauty, 


+ 


glory and happinefs,... -.- -. >> 


r 


And in the church as his body,-: 
and in every part and member of 
it, .made and kept alive, and fit- 
ted, furnifhed and capacitated, for: : 
fupplying the place, and perform-. - 
ing the offices, and anfwering the | 
ends, for which each is defigned \ 
in the body, and rendered holy 
and happy by union to and con- 
ftant communications from him 


its head, he rejoices, and experi- » 


ences peculiar pleafure and de- 
light.* . st 


* By the important truths, which » 


have now. been-ftated, and, it-is.- 


hoped, in fome meafureilluftrated, - 


the following remarks are plainly 
fuggefted.. ~ “ 2 


1. That by. the conttitution, or 


formation and- exiftence of the 
myitical {piritual bedy, of which 
Chrift-is the héad, there isa great 


increafe of ‘real good and true 


happinefs in the moral fyftem. 

_ The members of this body are 

an innumerable multitude, out of 

all nations, and kindreds, and peo~ 

ple, and tongues. The perfeé, 

everlafting holinefs and happinefs 

of all thefe will comprife an im- 

menfe quantity of real good:— 

All this good is the fruit and 

confequence of the execution and 

accomplifhment of the divine plan, 

whereby the myriads of individu. 

als compofing this innumerable 

multitude, are conftituted .-and 

formed into one {piritual body in) 
union with Chrift its head. By 
this divine head, that filleth all in 

all, this infinite happinefé is pro- 

duced. From him it is commu- 

nicated and derived. And by un- 
ion to him and communion-with 

him, and conftant communica- 

tions from him, it is fupported and 
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preferved, asreally ‘as the life andj’ 
health and-vigor* of the natural- 
body* and’ all” its members; ‘are’ 
maintained and preferved by union*|’ 
to and communion with the head; |) 


and communications derived from 
it into every member and=part. — 


What:a vat, what an imménfe. 
degree of real good, of holinefs- 


and happinefs in the moral fyftem, 
is “hereby effected ?——By ° this 


means alfo, the man Chrift Jefus - 


attains and. experiences ineffable 
joy and happinefs. He fees’ of 
the travail of his foul, and is fatis- 
fied. As the bridegtoom rejoi- 
ees over the bride; fo doth he 


rejoice over hischurch. He pof-. 


feffes her as his {piritual bride and 
body—as the fruit and reward of 
his labors and fufferings. ~ 
With the moft entire fatisfac- 
tion and ineffable joy and de- 
light, Chrift beholds in his church, 
viewed in her complete and per- 
fect ftate, a body compofed of an 
innumerable multitude of living 
members, all living and filled with 
light and love, comfort and joy, 
holinefs and happinefs, and cov- 
ered with glory and beauty, derived 
from him by union to him and 
communion with him ; all, with 
the moft fervent love and grati- 
tude, thanksgiving and praife, uni- 
tedly afcribing all their falvation, 
all their light and holinefs, slory 
and happinefs to him, and to Ged, 
who gave, appointed and fent 
him, and accepts them in 4im.— 
Jn their perfeét moral beauty and 
complete happinefs thus effefted 


and eternally fecured—in’ their | 


love, and worfhip, and joyful fongs 
of gratitude and praife—in the 
clear and ftriking expreflions of 


divine wifdom, power and love,” 


holinefs and grace,” mercy and 
truth, exhibited’and appearing in 
the contrivance and’ accomplith- 
ment of their falvation-—in all 


The Church the falneft of Chrifl. 
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the glory thereby ‘tedounding to 


“God forever,” and in alt the in- 


ftrn@tion and joy thence refulting 
to the principalities and-powers in 
heavenly places, the man Chrift 
Jefus experiences, and’ will eter 


“nally ‘éxperience, the mioft heart- — 
felt’ fatisfaction and ineffable joy” 
and “felicity. 
good, God the Father, and Chrift - 


Yea, 


in all this 


confidered as’ God, antecedent to 
his aétual affumption of the hu- ~ 


man nature, rejoice with entire * 


fatisfa&tion and inconceivable de- 


light ; though the joy of God, 


or of Chrift eonfidered merely as ~ 


Ged, had no beginning, and ad-"* 
‘mits of no increafe. 
\the a@ual exiftence of thefe ob- 


jects, in which he hath real pleaf- 
ure and delight, they, being com- 
prifed in his eternal purpofe, were 
as certain, as real and prefent in 
his view, and he had the fame joy 
and delight in them, as after their 
aCtual exiftence. 
or human nature of Chrift had a be- 
ginning, and admits of an increafe 
inknowledge and happinefs. Jefus, 
when a child, increafed, not only 
in ftature, but alfo, in wifdom, 


| andin favor with God and man. 


The joy aud happinets of his. cre- 
ated or human foul had a begin- 
ning, and admits of great increafe. 


And all the ineffable joy and de- 


light, which his human foul hath, 
in the: glorious: effects and fruits 
of his obedience and fufferings, 
and adminiftration as the head of 
his church, is: fo much increafe of 
teal good and happinefs in the fyf- 
tem. On the whole, then, how 
immenfe is the increafe of real 
good and true happinefs in the 
intelleQual fyitem, by the plan 
and execution of that divine con- 
fitution, which makes Chrift the 
head, and his church the mem- 
bers, of one myftical or {piritual 


body? ‘Hence, 


For before 


But the created ~ 


i 
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2. We may remark, That the 
fame things, which ferve to dil- 
play and promote the glory of 
God, do alfo increafe the fum. or 
quantity of real good and true 
happinefs in the created fy/tem, 

God.is glorified and hath real 
joy in thofe very things, which 
conftitute and enlarge the happi- 
nefs of his kingdom. Thefe two 
objets have a moit intimate and 
infeparable conneGiion, and. mu- 
tually involve and promote each 
other.—Hence, therefore, wemay. 
remark, 


3. There is no clafhing or con- 
tradition between thofe paflages 
of {cripture, which reprefent God 
2s having a fupreme and ultimate 
regard to his own glory, and re- 
quire the fame of us ; and thofe, 
which reprefent him as acting 
with an ultimate view to the 
good of his people, and propofe 
the happinefs to be enjoyed by 
them, as a motive to excite us to 
feek and ferve him—to believe in 
Chrift, and obey the gofpel. 

On the whole, How admirable, 
how wonderful and furprifing, 
and far furpafling our utmoft con- 
ceptions, are the divine wifdom, 
and power, and love, and grace, 
exprefled and appearing in the 
gracious and infinitely beneficial 
conttitution, to which we have 
been attending ! What love and 
gratitude, adoration and praife, 
doth it demand from us, and pe- 
culiarly from thofe, who are fa- 
vored with the honor and happi- 
nefs of a place, as members, in 
that glorious body, which hath 
Chrift for its: head, anda vital 
union with him as fuch! Aind 
how ardently and unceafingly 
fhould we defire and feek this pri- 
vilege, counting nothing too dear 
or valuable to be given up for 
it, nor any labors or fufferings too 


On the dodrine of Eledion 


fea 


great to be endured, that we may 
win Chrift, and be found in him } 
ASTHENES. . 


Mrss’as Epirors, SEED 

THE perufal of the Evan- 
gelical Magazine, which, I con- 
ceive well anfwers itspropofed de- 
fien, has afforded me‘not a little 
entertainment. “The doctrine of 
eleGtion, in my view, is an impor 
tant gofpel do€trine—and though 
feveral pertinent pieces on the fub- 
ject have been publifhed, yet in 
as much as it is a doétrine fo con- 
trary to the depraved heart and 
oppofed in this'day of infidelity’ 
and probably, many will read this, 
who have not feen the preceding 
volumes ; poffibly, a few thoughts 
on the fubjeG may not be ufelefs, 
If the following do not meet your 
approbation, you are at liberty te 
fupprefs them. : ee 


¥ HE Leading thought that I 
would propofe is, that there 

is a particular numberof our lap- 
fed race chofen in Chrift from 
eternity, to falvation. From the 
infinite knowledge and perfeGtion 
of Deity, he muit have had a per- 
fect view of all that he defigned 
ever to effect. He faw what was 
infinitely fit and beft to be done, 
and determined that it fhould be 
done—thus he conduéted like a 
wife mafter-builder—accordingly 
infpiration teaches, that known 
unto God are all his works from 
the beginning ; that is, he had a 
perfect view of all that was poffi- 
ble, all that. would. and fhould 
come to pafs ; and that which was 
beft he determined on as the plaa 


. of his operation. And among 


his other purpofes, this was one, 
he determined to be gracious to 
a fele&t number of the children of 
men; whom he chofe to be vef- 
{els of mercy, and that, before the 
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foundation of the world—-a. 
greeably ‘to’ Ephefians i. 4, ¢. 
According as’ he hath chofen us in 
him Pers the foundation of the 
world; that we fhould be holy and 
without blame before him in love : 
Having predeflinated us unto the 
adoption of children by Fefus Chrift 
to himfelf, according to the good 
pleafure of his will.—iti, 10. 11. 
Lo the intent that now, unto the 
principalities and powers in heaven- 
ly places, might be known by the 
church the manifold wifdom of God, 
according to the eternal purpofe which 
he purpofedin Chrift Fefus our Lord. 
The chofen of God are not to 
fuppofe that they have done fome- 
thing acceptable to him, by which 
he was moved to choofe them in- 
to the number of his children ; 
but he makes them holy for the 
purpofes of his own glory and the 
general happinefs. See this mat- 
ter clearly ftated in Jer. xxxi. 3. 
The Lord hath appeared of old un- 
to me, Jaying, Yea, I have loved thee 
with an everlafting love 3 therefore 
with loving kindnefs have I drawn 
thee. That this choice refpeéts par- 
ticular perfons, who were given to 
Chrift in the covenant of redemp- 
tion, as a reward of his humilia- 
tion, appears from John xvii. 
24. Lather I will that they alfo 
whom thou haft given me be with 
me where [ am-; that they behold 
my glory, which thou haf given 
me: for thou lovedf me before the 
foundation of the world. Chritt, in 
apeculiary manner, makes chofen 
veffels fubjeéts of his prayers. 
See above citéd chap. ver. 9.— 
IT would remark, ~ 

2. This eternal choice is ab- 
folute and effeinal ; that which 
God will never vacate or alter, 
nor fhall its accomplifhment be 
prevented. There are no new 
apprehenfions with Deity. He 
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ing any of his purpofes—we 
therefore read, “the Lord know 
eth them that are his.” They are 
mixed among the mafs ‘of man- 
kind, but known to God. The 
Father hath given them to his 
Son to fave. John vi, 37. Ail 
that the Father giveth me foall 
come to me: and him that cometh ta 
me L will in no wife caf} out. Here 
is an engagement that thefe fhall 
all come to Chrift by the power 


of divine grace ; and when they 


come, he will in no wife reject 
them. And Chrift fays, other 
fheep have I, which are not of 
this fold, them alfo muft. I bring, 
and they fhall hear my voice ; and 
there fhall be one fheep-fold and 
one fhepherd. Now this choice 
being abfolute, without referve,. 
all the operations of divine grace 
are in profécution of this eternal 
purpofe—and further, it will be 
effeCtual. God will find out ways, 
to bring about his own purpofes 
of grace ; though hand join in 
hand, the. Lord will work, and 
none fhall let, or hinder him— 
hence our Saviour fays, aM that 
the Father hath given me, /ball 
come to me, God is fovercign 
of his own grace, which is all- 
fufficient ; no heart too hard for 
him to foften—no will too ftub- 
born for him to bow—he takes 
away the heart of ftone. St. Paul 
was a chofen veflel, even when 
he fo furioufly perfecuted the 
church of Chrift. The out. 
ward call of the gofpel upon fuch 
will, fooner or later, be effe€tual. 
—The good Spirit fometimes 
ftrives with finners by his word 
and providences, but to no faving 
effect ; but when it comes to ac~ 
complith the purpofe of . divine 
grace upon the heart Of a chofen 
veflel, he rides forth conquering 
and to.conguer.. Zech. iy. 6, 4. 
Then be anfwered and fpake unto 
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me, faying, this is the word of the 
Lord unto Zerubbabel, faying, not 
by might, nor by power, but by my 
‘Spirit, faith the Lord of hofts. Who 
art thou O great mountain ? before 
‘Zerubbabel thou fhalt becomea plain : 
‘and he Jhall bring forth the head- 
sflone thereof with fpoutings, crying, 
Grace, grace, unto it. 

3. This choice is a fovereign: 
a&t of God’s own will—he hath 
a fovereignty over his works—he 

“hath an uacontrolable power to 
“difpofe of his creatures according 
to his will; but-yet there is fuch 
“a rectitude in the divine nature as 
effe€tually to prevent his doing 
wrong. Shall not, fays Abra- 
ham, interceding for Sodom, the 
judge of all the earth do right ? 
In matters of judgment he will 
attend to the ftrifteft rules. of 
“right ; but he is fovereign in his 
grace, and difplays it according 
to his will and purpofe ; not to 
the damage of any, but the infin- 
ite advantage of the chofen.— 
Should any reply againft this, we 
fhall turn them over to the anfwer 
of an infpired apoftle, Rom. ix. 
18—24. Therefore hath he mercy 
on whom he will have mercy, and 
whom be will he hardeneth. Thou 
wilt fay then unto me, why doth he 
yet find fault ? for who hath refift- 
ed his will ? Nay but, O man, who 
art thou that replief? againfi God ? 
Shall the thing formed fay to him 
that formed it, why haft thou made 
me thus? Hath not the potter pow- 
er over the clay, of the fame lump to 
make one veffel unto honor, and ano- 
ther unto difhonor 2 What if God, 
willing to foew his wrath, and to 
make his power known,. endured 


with much long fufering the veffels 


of wrath fitted to deflrudtion : and 


that he might make known the riches 
of his glory on the veffels of mercy, 
which he had afore prepared unto 
* glory; even us,whom he hath called, 
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not of the Fews only, but alfo, 


of the Gentiles ?. The. purpofe of 


God muft ftand according to the 
ele€tion of grace,.as the be if 
witnefles ; and there is no un- 
righteoufnefs with God .in this 
matter—but there is wifdom in 
all his ways and dealings; as 
well in the kingdom of grace, as 
of nature and providence, and par- 
ticularly in his choofing this per- 
fon, and not that, to be a veflel 
of mercy.» This choice was prior 
to the creature’s exiftence, and 
hence muft be fovereign. God 
had no refpe&t to the acts of the 
creature ; as in the choice of Ja- 
cob and not of Efau. See Rom.. 
ix. 11, &c. Hence muft we 


‘not fay, that this choice is a 


fovereign act of God? ‘Even 
fo Father, for fo it feemeth good 
in thy fight.” 

4. There is no refpedt of 
perfons with God in this choice. 
One is taken, and another left, 
and yet the throne of God’s ho- 
linefs is pure and fpotlefs. Some 
may be ready to think, that the 
dogtrine of election, as held by 
Calvinifts, is inconfiftent with 
what is faid of God in the fa- 
cred oracles; as in Acts x. 34, 
35- Then Peter opened his mouth, 
and feid, of a truth I perceive that 
God is no refpeécter of perfons: But in 
every nation he that feareth him, and 
workeh righteoufne/s,is accepted with 
him. But let it be obferved here, 
that the refpe&t of perfons which 
is claimed amongft men, and de- 
nied to be with God, is when one 
who fits as judge, prefers the 
caufe of one to that‘of another on 
fome finitter account ; or becaufe 
one is poor and another rich as in 
Levit. xix. 15... Ye fhall do no un- 
righteoufne/s in judgment ; thou fhalé 
not refpect the perfon of the poor, 
nor honor the perfon of the mighty : 
but in. righteoufne/s halt thou judge 


thy neighbor. But there is no 
fuch thing with God : Ta all his 
“€ondu& he ¢onfults,his own glo- 
¥y and thé beft good of his kind- 
d6m:" Yet notwithitanding: the 
“above obfervations, L would. juit 
‘temark— iF Sid——ysveia 
~ g, "That. who the perfons cho- 
-fen are, and the divine reafons 
for the choice are fecret and myf- 
téridus: © They are things which 
bélon& to the hidden counfels of 
Ged; and are among: thofe 
déep things of God, which will 
“not be" fully laid‘open,: till the 


miyfteries of God thall be finithed 


in the falvation of faints, and con- 
démnation ‘and ‘final ruin. of 
‘finners; When we fee a: gene- 
“ration ‘rifing up they ° appear 
without ‘diftin@ion, till 
“makes a diftin€tion by his power- 
ful, efficacious grace. And in- 
deed; there is no certain diftinc- 
tion of the elect from the non- 
ele&t here on earth 3 and fhould 
any pretend to root up the tares, 
they would be in danger of mitta- 
king, and rooting up the wheat— 
‘therefore they muft grow togeth- 
~ @ till the harveft. We can tell 
whether this or that perfon be- 
longs to God’s vifible kingdom ; 
* but whether he is a fubje& of 
‘God’s eternal choice is beyond 
our knowledge. Yet let it be 
juft remarked, that how fecret 
foever this choice may be, as it 
refpeéts others, it may be eviden- 
ced to the fabjeGt of it. It is dif- 
covered by the happy confequen- 
ees, viz. by the foul’s fubmitting 


to the grace of Ged in the gof- | 


pel. Therefore thé exhortation’ is, 
give all diligence to make your 
calling and ele€tion fure. 2. Pet. 
j. 10. Wherefore the rather, breth- 
rea, give diligence to make your call- 
ing and elettion fure ; for if ye do 
thefe things ye foall never fail. 


» But after all that has been ob- | 
Oo fa) 


Wor. III. No. 8. 
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ferved, perhaps fome will objeét, 


and fay, how can thefe things be ; 
| For, if God hath chofen a certain 


number in Chrift, to be holy and 


| happy, while others are left out 


of. this eternal. choice, and are 


| fuffered to go on in fin to their 
| final ruin, will they not have 


grounds to find fault, with God 


the judge of all.at the laft day, for 
laying a bar in the way of their 


falvation, by not-choofing them 
to be heirs’ of his kingdom ?—- 
Bat God forbid, that any: fhould 
fpeak or think on this’ wife ; thus 
to-refle& on the infinitely glori- 
ous Majefty |! !. Re ee 
~ Let us attempt, in few words, 
to obviate this objection. 

_ &, Let us confider man as a 
corrupted, totally depraved crea- 
ture, who has forfeited every fa- 
vorat the hand ef God—who id 


-not only undeferving, but ill-de- 


ferying, and hell-deferving. Then; 
and of confequence, 

2..We muft conclude, that all 
the bleffings which he receives, 
come to him in the channel of 
undeferved mercy——-whether the 
gifts of nature, providence or 
grace, the fource is the unmerited 
goodnefs of God. It is of the 
Lord’s mercy that we are not can 
fumed : Look upon all your blef- 
fings, whether for time or eterni- 
ty, they are all undeferved mer- 
cies. 

3. In difpenting undeferved: 
bleffings, God is indebted to none; 
but hath aright to have mercy 
on whom. he will have mercy. 
Is it ever confidered as a crime 
among men, to give to fome, and 


“not to all 2. In human. adoption, 


is it tobe looked upon as acrime 
for a man to adopt this or that 
perfon to his name and eftate, 
and leave others? By no means : 
Soin the cafe before us; if God 
fees fit to choole oné and nct 
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another to be his friend and fa- 
yorite, why is he to be impeached 
with the crime of unequal ‘deal- 
ing, any more than men in dif- 
penfing their favors; to which 


they are not at all obligated ? | 


Thefe things-fhew that no injuf- 
tice is doné to thofe who are left ; 
and God’s glory and the higheit 
good: of his ‘kingdom are the 
grounds of the ‘diftinGion. Our 
Saviour reafons to the fame pur- 
pofe : “Friend I do thee no 
wrong ; didft thou not agree with 
mé for a ‘penny ? Take that is 
thine, and go / thy: way; J -wilk 
give unto this laf; eyen as -usto 
thee-—=/s if not lawful far: me to 
ao what L will with mine own 2? Ts 
thine eye evil becaufe Lam good. 
Here were fome who fuppofed 
they were unequally dealt withs 
but Chiift wéuld teach them, and 
all, that in the difpenfation of 
‘mere favors, he might ad the 
fovereign. But,. 

4. Hor God to. choofeany- to 
falvation is an act of: mere mercy 
and’ grace 5) therefore’ he may 
fhew his, fovereignty in choofing 
whom he will.» Are you chofen, 
are vou called, are you jultified, 
and fanétifed ? It ‘is-all by the 
mercy of the Father).the media- 
tioniof the Son, and the- power 
of dive grace\in the hand of the 
Spirit. And when the top-ftone 
of the Saints’ ‘happinefs fhall be 
laid in heaven, the inhabitants of 
that blefied. world will’ unite their 
voices in fhouting’ the honor: of 
the Redeemer, and the glory of 
electing love. 

MAssaACHUSETTENSIS. 


Queflion. 


AN anfwer to the following 
gueftion would be gratifying to, 
at leaft, one of the. readers of the 
Magazine, viz. 


Queftion. ~Defeription of Sinners. 


[Fee 


WOW are the invitations and 

“4-calls to finners, with which 
the {eriptures abound ; ‘and: the: 
folemn “declarations that God. 
hath no pleafure in the: death of 
finners,-but that they, would turn 
and live; reconcilable with their 


| being-left of God-to go on in fin, 


er A sn PIS er 


| 


+ dead.”? 


and perifh ? Or, in -otheriwordsy 
if God -be ‘as ‘defirous of the re- 
turniand .falvation of finners; as 
thofe ‘flrong expreflions, » particu> 
larly in-Ezekiel, intimate, what 
reaions are there affignable, why 
he, (in whofe hand all hearts are, 
and for whom nothing is too hard, 
with whom nothing is impofible} 
doth not convert them to himfelf, 
provided thé atonement be infin-. 
itely full 2s Je ie 


To THE EDiTORS-OF FHE Cons 
NECTICUT EVANGELICABMAG= 
AZINE. * , f mg 


GENTLEMEN; “4 
Should you deem the following 
obfervations calculated ‘to do 
good, and admiffible into ‘your 
magazine, you mayinfert them: 


HE {eriptures of truth rep- 
refent, that all mankind, 

both faints and finners, are dead; 

and’ yet alive. . 

However paradoxical this'may 
appear to- fome, yet I truft, the 
truth of the pofition may be made: 
clearly to appear. pee : 
Inthe firft place, I would at- 
tend to the:moral charaéter of the 
finner, as depicted in faered writ ; 
and attempt to point-out, in what 
fenfehemay be faid to be dead. 
The apoftle fays, ‘we thus judge, 
if one died for all, thea were all 
In another place, “ you 
hathhe quickened who vere dead” 
in trefpaffes-and fins:?? Again, 
“ awake thou that fleepeft, ari/é 
from the dead.? Sinners may per-- 
tinently ‘be faid to be dead-in az 
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‘moral view: They-are {pir itually 
‘dead, being void of grace and 


fpivitual life. - Divine and faving: 
grace is a living principle, of which | 


they are totally deftitute, They 
are-dead in fin, lying under. the 
power of it. 


tle witnefles—which may intend 


all forts of fins, habitual and ac~ 


tual, of heart and life. Sin: 1s 
the death of the foul ; in what- 
ever heart that reigns, there is a 
poral of fpiritual life. 
Unrenewed finners - are dead, 
not only in their moral /fate, as 
they are deftitute of the principles 
and powers of fpiritual life, and 
eut off from God the fountain of 
life ; but they are dead in’/azw ; 


-as a condémned malefactot is faid 


to be a'dead man. ‘They are un- 


der afentence of death ; aré con- | 


demned already ; which fentence 
will affuredly be executed, they 
Yemaining impenitent and Meas 
doned.’ 

There are fome things’ predi- 
_-eable of a dead man, which’ may 
yeprefent and elucidate the flate 
-and condition of thofe, who are 
fpiritually dead... The dead’ know 
ynot any thing : Death locks up 
“the fenfes,’ feals up all the powers 
and faculties ; and fo does a flate 
of fin, as'to any thing {piritually 
good. If a mountain were laid 
en adead man, he would have no 
fenfe of it ; /o, blind, ftupid, har- 
dened finners have no proper fente 
ef the'evil of fin, which, were 
their eyes duly opened, and the 
exercifes of their hearts regulated, 
would be an intolerable buedew to 
them. But this thou ght may a- 
gain be brought into view i the 
Fequel. Again, a dead body is 
~-unablé to quicken and give lite-to 
icfelf ; fo finners are-utterly una- 
ble to exercife {piritual life, or do 


any thing -{piritually _ good—as 


They are dead in: 
trefpafles and fins; as the apof~ 
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- flefh, 


; holy. 


ral powers previous as fubequent 


. God, 
| grace, and bias of heart to that 
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fays the apoflle, in me, i.e. in my 
‘there ‘dwelleth. no good 
thing. It.is. true, _they. dee not 
lie under any natural | inability, as 
dead bodies do : Pheir i impotence 


is altogether- of a moral nature 5 


which ehh en in, wickednels, per= 
verferiefs and anit of heart 
to all that~is ‘good ;-all that: is 
They have’ the fame natu- 


to regeneration ; but they have 
fuch a trong and total averfien: to 
cand ihe methods of his 


which is evi, that they’ may be 
faid +o be as morally unable to 
put forth gracious actions, asa 
dead: man is naturally unable to 
raife himfelf ; fo.that their difine 
clination of hearetaid prejudice to 
the gofpel plan of  falvation, 
(while that temper of heart .re- 
mains unchanged by fovereign 
grace ) will preventthe exiftence “Of 
any exercifes in them which will 
be acceptable to God, and prove 
as fatal to them, ‘as’'though they 
were under all the natural mabili- 
ty, which fome fuppofe’; or as 
is concetvable. 

Further—A dead body is ia- 
fenfible to beauty or deformity. 
So they who are {piritually dead, 
Are quite infenfible, and blind to 
moral beauty and deformity. Nev- 
er did one of this. charaéter dif 
cover, any real beauty in the moral 
charaéter of ‘Deity ; lof 
approving of it they are totally 
oppofed to x, They are carnally 
minded»; and fays, inipirat: an, 
s¢ the carnal mind is enmity a- 
gait: God, 1s not fubject to his 
law, norindeed can be.” They 
are for from being « pleated ao 
the divine char after as holy ; -for 
they fee no beauty, no lov elinefs 
in holinefs. . It is impoffible that 
fuch ‘a Chata&ter fhould meet the 
approbation of their hearts, it-be. 
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ing diametrieally contrary to their 
owa. That God hates fin and is 
determined to punifh it, inftead of 
rendering his character beautiful 
in their fight, as it is to all holy 
heings, gives them difguft.. And 
they are dead, totally blind to the 
glory of the way of falyation by 
Jefus Chrift.. Like the unbeliev= 
ing Jews, they difcover no beau- 
ty or form in him, wherefore they 
Should defire him—and they are 
dead, in. that they are quite infen- 
fible of moral deformity. They 
difcern not the evil, odious and 


deteftable nature of fin. Inftead. 


of haying an averfion to fin, for 
its own fake, as the godly have, 
they love it, and. drink it in like 
water; and roll it as a fweet’ 
morfel under their tongue. And 
they have'no realizing fenfe nat- 
urally of their own vilenefs ; and 
how hateful they have rendered 
themfelves to God ; but they are 
wont, through the pride of their 
hearts, to think well of them- 
felves ; to be fure, much more 
highly of themfelves than they 
ought to think. And then, as 
dead carcafes keep their place and 
are void of motion; fo they, if 
left to a& themfelves, and being 
governed by their natural princi- 
ples, will keep their ground in fin, 
and never move a ftep towards 
God, Chrift and preparation for 
heaven. Inftead of ever grow- 
ing any better of themfelves, they 
will wax worfe and worfe ; treaf- 
ure up to themfelves wrath againft 
the day of wrath, and ripen for 
an aggravated deftruction, Thus 
we fee the propriety of {cripture 
declarations, that all unregenerate 
mnen are dead. 

I would now, in few words, 
fhew, in what fenfe they may be 
faid to be alive. I do not recol- 
te, that it is faid in feripture, in 
fo many words, that all the un- 
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regenerate, fo long as they are 
deititute ofthe fpecial, fupernatyurs 
al influences of the Spirit of God}. 
are alive, in the fenfeiin which 
I fhall confider this particular ¢ 
but I conceive, there is that ex- 
hibited, which is tantamount.— 
St. Paul, fpeaking of himfelf in 
in his natural, unrenewed tate, 
fays, I was alive without the law 
once, i. e. he thought himfelf in 
a good condition ; was alive in 
his own opinion and apprehen- 
fion ; was very fecure and confi- 
dent of the goodnefs of his ftate, 
and depended on his own right- 
eoufnefs. ‘Though all men under 
the gofpel, while in their natural, 
unhumbled ftate, may* not place 
that dependence’ on: their own 
nighteoufnefs that this apoftle did 
on his ; yet what he fays of him- 
felf, I thmk, will apply to all, in 
a higher or lower degree; all are 
naturally of the fame legal tem- 
per ; and whenever any feek fal- 
vation, they do it by the deeds of. 
the law. Although they are not 
friendly to the law, yet to that 
they are wont to fly for fhelter. 
All men naturally are whole, hay- 
ing no feeling fenfe of their need 
of the only phyfician of fouls.— 
They are very loath to be behol- 
den to Chrift for their falvation in 
the way pointed out in the gof- 
pel. Their proud hearts cannot 
be reconciled to fuch humiliation, 
as to caft themfelves at Chriit’s 
feet for mercy, as helplefs and 
perifhing creatures, and depend 
folely on him for their falvation. 
They are of fuch an unhumbled, 
legal fpirit, that they choofe to 
eftablifh their own righteoufnefs. 
How many, being unacquainted 
with their own hearts, and the 
fpirituality of the divinelaw, are 
fo puffed up with their own fup- 
poled goodnefs, that they are rea- 
dy to found the. challenge, with 
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that proud, felf-fufficient young | 
Pharifee, “* what lack I yet 2” 

And to blefs themfelves, like ano- 

ther of the fame temper, faying 

(intheir hearts at leat) God I 

thank thee, I am not as other | 
men.”. How many content them-_ 
felves with negatives ? Perhaps | 
they fay, Iam no liar, no drunk- 
ard, no profane fwearer, no thief, 
or unjuit perfon, &c. And in 
thefe and fuch lke negative vir- | 
tues they place their confidence. 
Or, perhaps, they. perform many | 
external duties to God and man ; 

and hence they feel rich and have | 
need of nothing further to recom- | 
mend them to God. And howma- | 
ny depend ontheir external privile- 
ges, as well as performances—like 
the Jews, we have Abraham te 
our father; and flatterand deceive | 
themfelves:in one way or another 
in.the concerns of their fouls? 
For fuch reafons how many feel 
alive ? Such confidences may be 
termed the frong holds of Satan ; 


forfo long as fuch perfons con- | 


tinue under the influence of their 
prefent felf-righteous temper, they 
are his faithful fervants. And 
indeed, thefe may be called the 
finners’ Prong hold—that in which 
they intrench themfelves, and feel 
fecure ; from which all the thun- 
ders of Mount Sinai, and fhafts 
of the divine law will not diflodge 
them. Nothing fhort of the ir- 
refiftible, almighty power and fov- 
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ereign grace of God will beat 
them off from their vain confiden- 
ces, - Poffibly perfons may be 
awakened by the Jpirit, fo that 
their attention to their danger 
may be greatly called up ; but 
this will not materially alter the 
cafe with them; they fwill be of 
the. fame legal fpirit ftill ;.they 


will naturally betake themfelves | 


tofome external duties for thel- 
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will ever bow and fubmit to. him, 
till itis a day of his mighty pow- 
er on their hearts. asats 

Poflibly fome may imagine, 
that they are willing to accept of 
Chriit on his own terms, and that 
he fhould have all the honor of 
their falvation ; but this is their 
great miltake, if they do not in 
very deed embrace him by faith. 
To yield to fovereign grace, is’ 
fo exceedingly contrary to the 
pride of the human heart, that 
if prayers, alms, penances, and 
corporal punifhments might take 
away guilt, and remove the eurfe, 
we fhould fee none proftrate at 
the foot of Chrift. Ifthe fruit 
of the body would atone for the 
fin of the foul, it is thought, men 
would rather give their firft bora 
for their tranfgreflions than lie 
empty at the foot of merey, and 
receive grace as grace. Fence is 
there not propriety in faying, 
that carnal unrenewed finners are 
alive ? 

(Lo Le continued. } 


On the duty of praying te God ta 
raife us good minifters. 


«¢ But when he faw the multi- 
tudes, he was moved with com- 
paffion on them, becaufe they 
fainted and were fcattered abroad, 
as fheep having no fhepherd. 
Then faith he unto ‘his difciples, 
the harveft truly is plenteous, but 
the laborers are few. Pray ye 
therefore the Lerd of the harveft, 
that he will fend forth laborers in- 
to his harveit.”’? Mat. ix. 36, 37, 
38. 


HIS paflage clearly pointe 
out am important duty ; a 
duty important at all times, but 


tex, « but. not.to> Chrif.; none: | peculiarly-fo' at ‘particular feafous 
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of which the prefent is thought to 
‘be one. It was the holy Jefus, 
who was moved with compaflion. 
At what was his compaflion mov- 
ed? It wasmoved at feeing a multi- 
tude of fouls, unprovided with fuit- 
able {piritual guides. The pitiable 
ftate of fuch he holds up to our 
view in this paflage, under two 
fimilitudes : 3.’ He likens them 
to a flock of fheep, ftarving and 
fcattered for want of a fhepherd to 
féed, guide and protect them. 
2. He compares fouls in this def- | 
titute conditjon toa large and | 
promifing harveft, which is going | 
‘back into the ground, and is like- 
ly to be loft for want of reapers 
to gather it in. With this lat 
fimilitude in view, he calls upon 
his difciples to pray the Lord of 
the harveft to fend forth laborers | 
into his harveft. This was as | 
much as to call upon them to cry | 
mightily unto God, that he would, | 
in his wif{dom and mercy, raife up, | 
‘qualify and fend forth holy mini- 

fters of the gofpel, who fhould, 

through his bleffing,.turn finners 
from Satan to God, and build up | 
the faints in faith and holnefs: 

With this command of Chrift | 
before us, we propofe to make fe- | 
veral remarks upon the duty -of | 
praying to God to raife up good | 
and faithful minifters of the gof- 
' ‘pel. 

1. It isimportant that we fhould 
have it fixed in our minds, that the 
gofpel miniftry is divinely appoint- 
ed; and that it is an appointment 
of the higheft confequence to the 
interefts of Chrift’s kingdom. | 
There were always teachers of re- 
ligion from the beginning of the 
world. \ Noah was a preacher of | 
righteoufhefs. before the flood. | 


The prieft’s lips, under the Mofa- | 
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work of all that fucceffion of pro-_ 
phets, whom God raifed up in If-- 
rael, to teach the things of the 
kingdom of Chrift: Chrift him- 
felf, in the day of his flefh, preached’ 
righteoufnefs in the great congre- 
gation. And when he afcended up 
on high, he gave gifts unto men). 
even to the ‘rebellious : And a- 
mong‘his afcenfion gifts, thefe are 
mentioned as fome of the moft 
precious, apofiles, prophets, evan 
gelifts, paftors and teachers, **for the 
perfefting of ‘the faints, for the 
work of the miniftry, for the edi- 
fying of the body of Chrift.”? 


It is very evident, that Chrift 


viewed a good miniltry as one of 


the greateft bleffings enjoyed by 
his people on earth. He requir- 


ed Peter to teftify his love to him, 
by feeding his fheep, ‘and lambs, 
Sheep need a fhepherd’ to lead 
them from one feeding place to 
another ; to prote€t them from 
bealts of prey, and to go in and 
out before them. We know that 
Chrift is the great Shepherd and 
Bithop of fouls ; and that if he’ 
does not feed and keep the fheep, 
they will faint and be fcattered, 
notwithftanding all that men can 
do. But as Chrift works by 
means and inftruments in other 
things, fo he does in his kingdom 
of gratehe wns ae 
Peter, as an inftrument in the 

hand of the glorious Redeemer, 


| did, on the memorable Penteceft, 


turn three thoufand of the: murs. 
derers of Chrift into his difciples. 
Paul was: fent of Chrift to open’ 
blind eyes and turn men from: Sa- 
tan to God.’ In this good work 
he profpered exceedingly. -A pol- 
los, tho” a man, “helped them 
much, which had believed through 
grace : ‘he mightily convinced the 


ic difpenfation, wereto keep know- | Jews, that. Jefus was. Chrift.’? 
ledge, and the people were to feek . ‘T'here are witneffes enough a= 


the law at his mouth. It wasthe 


| mong the readers of the Magaa 
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zine, who can teftify, either that 
they have had their eyes opened, 
or their bowels refrefhed by the 
minifters of Chrift. This does not 
diminifh their love for their great 
Mafter.—No, they blefs Aim for 
fendmg his fervants and enabling 
‘them to be ufeful to their fouls. 


But they are moft feelingly con- | 
vinced, that Chrift has appointed, | 


and does own the labors of his 
miniftring fervants. 


2. Let it -be remarked, that | 
there is an important diftinction | 


made, in the {eriptures, between 
good and bad minifters.  Chrift 
dire€its us to pray for /aborers, 
not idlers.. Minifters of . religion 
are a blefling or a curfe, accord- 
ing to their character, If they 


are pious and faithful, they are . 


a'great bleffing ; if they are them- 
felves unacquainted with religion, 
they are commonly a heavy curfe. 
At the time when Chrift’s com- 

affion was moved at feeing: the 


people like fheep {eattered without | 
a fhepherd, there was no want of | 


teachers, fuchas they were. ‘The 
land was full of prieits and levites, 
Acribes and lawyers. Thefe pre- 
tended to inftruét the people ina 
the knowledge of God: But, 
alas! they had taken away the 
key of knowledge ;. They had 
fhut up the kingdom of heaven 
againit thofe who were entering. 
‘Chrift compared them to blind 
-men, who had undertaken to lead 
and guide the blind. He told 
‘what the natural confequence 
‘would be, that both the guides 
and the guided would fall into the 
“ditch, that is, into remedilefs ru- 
in. In the ancient church we 
‘read of falfe prophets, who pro- 
phefied imooth things ; who 


“prophefied deceits ; who criéd | 


peace, peace, when there was no 
“peace: And what is. very furprif- 
ing, we read of a company of 
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Good minifters enter upon the 
miniftry, out of love to Chrift and 
the fouls of men. . They are com- 
pared to watchmen, who keep 
awake, and give the warning 
voice, when danger approaches.. 
They are good ftewards of the 
myiteries of the kingdom of God, 


| who bring out of their treafure 
} 
i 


priefts murdering. inthe way by 
| 


| things new and old. They are 
workmen, who need not be afha- 
med, rightly dividing the word of 
| life. They give themfelves whol- 
ly to their holy work, that their 
profiting may appear unto all 
men. A good minifter is. a man, 
' who takes heed’ to himfelf and to 
his doétrine. He is eminently a 
man of prayer. He keeps his heart. 
with all diligence ; and feeks to 
| be an example to others in all ho- 
| ly living. He not only preaches 
the word in feafon, but out ‘of 
| feafon. He does not. content 
himfelf with that merely, which 
will procure him the reputation of 
a good clergyman: It is the goad 
of fouls and the glory of his Maf- 
ter, which he feeks. Thefe con- 
rain him to fillup his time with 
ufefulnefs.. And when he has 
done all, he feels ike an unprof- 
itable fervant. If he not 
come behind the chiefeft apoftles, 
ftill he will feel that he is nothing 
—that it.is by the grace of Ged, 
that he is what he is, and that he 
has done what he has dene.) He 
willalfo feel, that with all his ufe. 
fulnefs, he, is-infinitely in debt. to 
divine juftice and for many things 
needs pardon. It is men of this 
ftamp, whom we are. to delire to 
be fent into Chrifl’s. harveft.— 
Such, and fuch only will Jaber to 
gather the harveft into the Lord’s 
garner 
; 3. The Lord of the. harvett, 
that is, the Ged.of the fpirits of 
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ali flefh, can fend forth laborers 
into his harveft. This thought 
fhould be deeply impreffed on our 
mind, or wé fhall not comply with 


‘the duty enjoined by Chrift, in | 


the fcripture now beforé us. It 
is the God of Zion, who makés 
every man, and endues him with 
fuch powers and talénts as he fees 
fit.: Certain peculiar natural en- 
dowments are neceflaty to make 
aman very ufeful in the gofpel 
miniftry. ‘Thefe the Creator can 
interweave in the very conftitu- 
jon of the creature he is forming. 
Divine grace, or a renovated heart, 
is an indifpenfible requifite for a 
gofpel minifter: This it is the 
work of God to beltow. All 
hearts are in his hand, and He can 
create anew jult as many as it 
pleafeth him. In addition to 
natural gifts and fupernatural 
grace, fome appropriate inftruc- 
tion is neceffary to qualify one to 
become an able preacher of the 
word. This alfo God can be- 
ftow ; that is, he can order it fo 
in his providence, that thofe, who 
are otherwife qualified, fhould not 
be wanting in education. The | 
Head of the church is never’ at | 
alofs for meansand initruments 
for the edification of his body. 
He can raife up, qualify, and fend 
forth {uch men as are needed.— 
To fend forth laborers requires 
the great power of God. He can 
make them willing to go into the 
wildernefs and look up his fcat- 
_tered fheep ; he can make them 
willing to go among the favage 
tribes, and jeopard their lives, to 
win fouls to Chrift. He can fo 
difpofe of his laborers, that there 
fhall be no part of his vineyard 
left uncultivated. The providence 
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of God is very much concerned in 
this matter, 

4. Chrift has evidently made it 
our duty fo pray to Godto far. 


Fed. 


nifh us with g66d thitiifters.— 
“ Pray, ye théréfore the Lord of 
the harveit, that he will fend forth 
laborers into his harveft.”” This 
is one important way of obtaining 
every bleffing, which we need. 
« Ta évery thing, by prayér and 
fupplication, with thank{giving, 
let your requefts be madé known 
to God.” This is a matter of the 
higheft confequencé, therefore we 
fhould pray much about it. We 
fhould go to God, with a con- 


fidencé, that he feels infinitely 


more intérefted in this matter than 
we do—that he is perfeétly : able 
fo grant our moft enlarged te- | 
quéits, and that he will be fought 
unto by the houfe of Hrael to do 
fuch things for them. When we 
pray to God for this bleffing, we 
aflk for that, which is nearly con- 
nected with his glory and the 
good of immortal fouls. This 
will embolden us in our pétitions, 


‘and lead us to be importunaté at 


the throne of grace. If prayer 
would do nothing towards obtain- 
ing holy laborers to work in 
Chrift’s harveft, he would not 
have directed his difciples to pray 
for them. Neither let us fuppofe 
that he direGted them to pray for 
a bleffing, which he was not wil- 
ling to beftow. He is more wil- 
ling to beftow good minifters on 
his churches than théy are to afk 
for them. 

5. It appears from the paffage 
before us, that there may be 
times, when there is a {pecial call, 
in providence, to the duty of pray- 
ing to God to raife up and fend 
forth laborers into his harvetft. 
Chrift called his difciples to this 
duty, in view of multitudes, who 
were feattered like fheep without 
afhepherd. He tells them, The 


| harveft truly is plénteous, but the 


laborers are few. Theré feemed, 


at that time, to bé a, peculiarly 
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great difproportion between the | 


work, which needed to be done, 
and the laborers to do it. There 


were many people in the land of 


Urael : thefe had very few teach. 
ers, whom Chrift reckoned of any 
value.. The time had now almoft 
‘come, when the word of life was 
to. be fent to the gentiles. [hefe 
made an extenfiye -harvelt, into 
which it was neceflary that labor- 
ers fhould be fent. It needed 
many f{piritual reapers to gather 
in fo large a harveft.; ‘but the 
laborers were few.”? This gave 
force to the command of Chrift, 
to pray for more laborers. 

It has already been fuggefted, 
that the prefent is an important 
crifis, in which the duty, enjoin- 
ed by Chrift, is peculiarly urgent. 
The harveft now is truly plente- 
ous ; but the laborers are few. 
The fields in many parts of Chritt- 
endom, appear to be whitening to 
the harveft ; and more laborers 
feem to be needed to gather in 
this harveft of fouls. | There is 
more of a hearing ear than there 
has been for years paft. Now 
good minifters have a good op- 
. portunity tobe ufeful to their fel- 
low men. There is a great and 
effe€tual door fet open, and there 
are many adverfaries. This makes 
a peculiar call for able, pious and 
indefatigable minifters, who will 
be initant in feafon and out of fea- 
fon. The new fettlements in this 
‘country open a very extenfive field 
for f{piritual laborers. There, the 
words of Chrift may be adopted, 
with the utmoft propriety, ‘The 
harvelt traly is plenteous ; but 
the laborers.ars few.”? Hundreds 
of minifters are very much needed 
to fupply the new American fet- 
tlements. In thofe fetélements, 
from all that we can learn, the 
seople are fainting, and fcattered 
eos as fheep having no. fhep- 

“Vor. 111. “No. 8. 
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herd. The Mifficnary Soéieties 
have done much; but {till the 
people muft be, in a great mea- 
fure, ina feattered condition, for 
want of more itated paftors. A 
fupply of thefe cannot be obtain- 
ed, becaufe the laborers are few. 
A view of their deftitute condi- 
tion fhould move our compafficn, 
and lead us to, pray earnefily to 
the Lord of the harveft to /end 
forth laborers. Think, you, who 
fit under the droppings of the 
fan€tuary, and every fabbath day 
hear the preached gofpel,—think 
how you would feel to be placed 
in fuch-a fituation, as to fee no 
houfe of worfhip, once a year, ner 
hear the found of the préached 
gofpel, unlefs there fhould chance 
to come a travelling preacher that 
way. While you prize your pri- 
vilege of the preached word, pray, 
that your fellow Chriltians, -and 
fellow men may ‘enjoy the fame. 
There is a wide field now open- 
ing in the heathen world, in which 
the minifters of Chrift are called 
to labor. “ How fhall thefe 
Pagans believe on Him, of whom 
they have not heard ? And how 
fhall they hear without a preacher? 
And how fhall they preach except 
they be fent?”? And we may add, 
how fhall we expe€tthe Lord of the 
harveft will fend them forth, un- 
lefs, according to his command, 
we pray to him that he would do 
it ? There are millions of men, 
in heathen countries, perifhing for 
lack of vifion. God has of late 
made them to be pitied of their 
fellow finners, who enjoy the light 
of the gefpel. Something is 
done ; more is attempting ; and 
there is room for {till greater exer- 
tions. AZoncy is wanted to carry 
thefe benevolent defigns intoeffeat; 
but holy minifters are needed more. 
It requires men of, an _apoftolic 
fpirit to go forth among the hea- 
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then, and preach Jefus Chrift, 
and him crucified. For the raif- 


ing up of fuch men, we fhall ar-- 


dently pray, if we truly defire 
that the fulnefs of the Gentiles 
may come into the gofpel church. 
If the day is now approaching, as 
fome fuppofe, when the refidue 
of men are to feek the Lord, when 
the ends of the earth are to re- 
member and turn unto the Lord, 
then there is a peculiar call to us 
in Providence, to pray that the 
angel may fly through the’ midit 
of heaven, who has the everlafting 
gofpel to preach... 

This fubje&, my praying friends, 
furnifhes you, with mach work, 
which you will love to do.. You 
love Jefus. You love the fouls 
_ for whom he died. You long to 
fee him formed-in them the hope 


of glory. How often have you. 


wifhed that you could proclaim 
_ to every creature the beauties.and 
excellencies of your Saviour. It 
has been mufic in your ears to fit 
and hear the bleffed gofpel. Oh,” 
faid you then, “that all could 
hear this joyful found ! Had I 
the wings of a dove, I could fly. 
to the ends of the earth to pro- 


claim the glories of Immannuel.: 


Oh, how I pity thofe poor, be- 
nighted, wicked Pagans, who are 


snow bowing before their fenfe-. 


lefs idols, while I worfhip Jeho- 
vah, through the mediation of his 
Son !”? Have you had thefe feel- 
ings, my Chriftian friends—then 
you will not object to the duty 
now urged.—lIt is not immediate- 
ly a demand upon you to go a- 
mong the heathen to preach the 
gofpel ; but to pray that the 
Lord of the harveft would fupply 
them and others with laborers. 
Prayer is a duty, which you dear- 
ly love. Now if you can do 
fomething to benefit immortal 
fouls, and not go out of your clo- 
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fets to do it, furely you will not 


obje&. In your clofet and pray= 
er meeting, you may, as it werey. 
preach the gofpel to the Otaheit- 
ean and tothe African. In thefe 
humble retirements, you may do- 
much towards fupplying the 
Chickefaws and Chippeways and 
other favage tribes on our bor- 
ders, with the preaching of the 
unfearchable riches of Chrift. 
For it is written, “ Afk and ye 
fhall receive :?’ “The effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much :” ‘“ Pray the 
Lord of the harveft, that he wilf 
fend forth laborers into his hares 
velt:”? Andhe hath never faid unto: 
the feedof Jacob, feck ye mein vain. 
All have not a call to go forth 
and preach the gofpel ;. but a/f 
haye a call to pray to Ged to fend 
forth gofpel preachers. Here is 
no diftinGion between male aad 
female. Chrift Has feen fit, for 
wife reafons, to command that’ 
“women keep filence in the 
churches.” “* [tis not permitted’ 
unto them’? publicly “ to fpeak,’” 
and preach the gofpel. But wo— 
men may pray to God to fupply 
his churches with able teachers, 
and to raife up fuitable miffiona-. 
ries to fend into the heathen 
world. Sifters in Chrift here is: 
a way by which you may do 
much, and not go out of your: 
own fphere, to help forward the 
bett of caufes, the caufe, which,. 
of all others, lies neareft your 
hearts, Enter into your inner 
chambers, and bow yourfelves 
before the moft high God, and 
plead for Zion. Be followers of 
your amiable fifter, Sufanna An- 
ihony, who eminently lived a Life 
of prayer. By her desktiens are 
dent and importunate prayers for 
the minifters of Chrift, for the 
people of God and for a. world: 
lying in wickednefs, fhe probably’ 
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.did more towards advancing the 


good caufe than many of the | 
. other fex, who have been piouf- 


‘ly devoted to the work of preach- 
ang the gofpel, all their days. 

You have no eall, in Providence, 
to leave your homes to travel in 
the new fettlements, and among 
the heathen tribes to preach the 
gofpel of your Saviour ; but if 
you prefer ferufalem above your 
chief joy, your prayers will travel 
into thefe remote corners of the 
earth : And wherever your pray- 
ers travel among the children of 
Adam, you will moft ardently 
cry, ‘ Lord, here let thy gofpel 
be preached !” My mothers ! 
my fifters ! there is an urgent call 
for your affiftance in building the 
tabernacle of the‘Lord. ‘Let me 
afk, could you not redeem a little 
more time from your domeftic bu- 
finefs for the devotion of the clo- 
fet 2? Could you not alfo redeem 
fome time from fafhionable vifits, 
in which you commonly find but 
Tittle food for grace, to vifit the 


mercy feat to pray for this, among. 


other things, that God would 
xaife up thofe minifters, which the 
church and world ‘feem fo much 
to need? This is not meant asa 
refleCtion, but is defigned to ‘ ftir 
wp your pure minds, by way of 
xemembrance.”’ 

Let men and women in every 
zank and condition in life look a- 
round, and fee what a great and 
plenteous harveft there is, and how 
few laborers—then let them hear 
the command of Chrift addreffed 
to them, “* Pray ye therefore the 
Lord of the harveft; that be will 
fend forth laborers into his bar- 
veft.”? Agreeable to the fpirit of 
‘this command, you will feel the 
importance of praying for a blef- 
fing on thole laborers, whom the 
eosd of the harveft has already 
fent... forth, 
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us.” The minifters of the gof- 
pel fhould never be forgotten in 
the prayers of the faints. Thofe 
minifters, who love their- Mafter 
and his caufe, need your prayers 
for them, that their love may be 
increafled more and more—that 
they may be divinely affifted in 
their ftudy of the fcriptures—that 
they may be dire¢ted, from time 
to time, to the choice of thofe 
particular texts and fubje&ts, which 
will be moft fuitable and edify- 
ing—that they may know how to 
take care of the church of God, 
and that they may be kept from 
falling into fin, and be diftin- 
guifhed examples of piety to their 
fellow men. 

Thofe, who have entered into 
the minifterial work, without a 
perfonal acquaintance with the 
experimental part of religion (and 
it cannot be thought uncharita- 
ble to .fuppofe fuch cafes exit) 
claim the tendereft and devoutelt 
prayers of the family of Chrift. 
They have this claim, whether 
their good, or the good of the 
Chriftian Church is the object in 
view. ‘T'o go into outer darknefs 
from the communion table mult be 
dreadful ; but to go from the pu/- 
pit mult be ftill more diftrefing. 
To preach the way of life to other 3 
and then be cafl away Aim/élf is 
thought inexpreflibly Geadiul§ 
Pray then, fervently pray, that 
thofe avho have undertaken to 
point out the road to heaven, 
without themfelvesbeing acquaint- 
ed with it, may be faved from the 
moft awful punifhment, and be 
made the molt fignal trophies , of 
grace. You are alfo invited to 
pray for fuch minilters fronf love 
tofouls. As they now be, they 
are a great injury to fouls. They; 
generally, corrupt. the word of 
God, fpeak f{mooth: things and, 
caufe the Holy, One of Hrael to 
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ceafe from before their hearers. 
Were theireyes fpiritually opened, 
they would probably make the 
mott ufeful minifters. Read the 
life of the Rev. Thomas Scott of 
London—fee what he was—fee 
what he is:—Who: can calculate 
the difference* of ufefulnefs ‘be- 
tween the former and latter part 
of this’ man’s life! Whence this 
difference ? The folution is plain 
to thofe who have read his narra- 
tive, entitled “* the Force of 
Truth.”’—Throughinfinite grace, 
the blind guide had his eyes open- 
ed! And now he preacheth the 
faith which he once deftroyed ; 
though even them he claimed to be 
called a minifter of Chrift. Other 
inflances of the like kind are not 
wanting, and could be produced. 
Infinite grace can convert uncon- 
verted minifters, and make them 
minifters indeed! While, there- 
fore, Chriftians are exhorted to 
pray to God to raife up new min- 
ifters, let them not forget to pray 
that fuch as are old in office, but 
ignorant of heart’ religion, may 
be made new to their own joy; 
and tothe great benefit of im- 
mortal fouls. 

While we feel the importance 
of praying to God to fupply his 
churches -with paftors, and the 
world with evangelifs, we fhould 
by no means forget to cry to him 
to fhed down his Spirit abundantly 
upon our colleges and feminaries 
of learning. If thefe are vifited 
with copious influences ftom on 
high, the profpe@ will be very 
piece that Zion will not want 
ot her fons to lead her by the 
hand. Let us alfo pray that pi- 
ous youth, poffeffed of natural a- 
bilities and gifts, may be: inckin- 
éd to take pains to get\fuch an 
education, as will qualify them to 
be able to teach others. If any 
afus have fons of this defcription, 
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| let us, if it is in our power, help 


them forward into this diftinguifh- 
ed {phere of ufefulnefs. If we 
have no fons, let us‘help forward 
other youths of our conneétions, 
or acquaintance, who promife fair 
to make excellent gofpel minifters. 
Perhaps, there are few ways, in 
which we may do more towards 
advancing the kingdom of Chrift 
in this fallen world. 
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At a Meeting of the Truftees of the 
Miffionary Society of Conneéticut, 
at Hartford, Fanuary 6th, A.D. 
1803. fit 

Voted, That the Editors of 

the Connecticut Evangelical Mag. 

azine be requefted to publifh in 
the Magazine the Aé of the 

General Affembly of the State, 

incorporating the Board of Truf- 

tees; the Addrefs of the Board 
to the Minifters and People of the 

State ; and the Narrative on the 

fubje&t of miffions, together with 

a ftatement of the Funds of the 

Society : Part to be publifhed in 

the February, and the remainder 

in the March Magazine ; And 
that this Vote be prefixed to the 

fame. Has * 

A true Copy of Record, 
Atteft, > 
Axe. Fuint, Secr’y, 


An Ad to incorporate the TrustExs 
of the Missionarr Socterr of 
Connecticut, paffed by the 
General Affembly of the State of 
Connecticut, at their Seffion 
holden at New-Haren, in fad 
State, the fecond Thurfday of Oca 
tober 4. D. 1802. 


HEREAS the General 
- Affociation of Miniftersin 
this Stateconvened at Hebron on 
the art day of June, A. Dy 
1798, formed themfelyes into a 
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Miffionary Society under a con- 
ftitution, containing the following 
articles :— 

- Article 1. .This Society fhall 
be known by the name of the Mif- 
fionary Society of Conneéticut. 

' Art. 2. The General A ffocia- 
tion of the State of Conneéticut, 
fhall be the faid Miffionary Soci- 
ety. 

Ne 3. The General A ffocia- 
tion fhall annually by ballot, ap- 
point twelve Truftees, whereof fix 
fhall be clergymen and fix fhall be 
brethren of the churches, who 
fhall condu& the bufinefs of the 
Society in the manner hereafter 
defcribed. 

_ Art. 4. The obje& of this So- 
ciety fhall be to Chriftianize the 
Heathen in North America, and 
_to fuppert and promote Chriftian 
knowledge in the New Settle- 
ments within the United States, 
and both fhall be purfued as cir- 
cumftances fhall point out, and as 
the Truftees underthe fuperintend- 
ence of the General Affociation 
fhall dire&t. 

Art. 5. The General A ffocia- 
tion and the Trutftees fhall adopt 
fuch meafures from time to time 
for raifing funds as 
judge expedient. 

Art. 6. The Trutftees thall have 
power to apply the funds of the 
Society according to their difcre- 
tion, in all cafes in which they 
fhall not be limited by the Gen- 
eral A ffociation, or by the donors. 
They fhall correfpond with other 
Miffionary Societies, fhall have 
power to appoint and difmifs Mif- 
fionaries, to pay them, and gener- 
ally to tranfaét all bufinefs necef- 
fary to attain the ends of the So- 
ciety ; and fhall be paid their ne- 
ceflary expenfes, but nothing for 
thety fervices. 

* Att. 7.°-The Truftees thall an- 
nually appoint a Secretary, who 
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fhall keep a fair account of their 
proceedings. They fhall alfo ap. 
point a Chairman, who, with four 
of the Truftees, fhall be a quorum 
to tranfa&t bufinefs, or if the fta. 
ted Chairman fhall not be prefent, 
any feven of the Truftees fhall be a 
quorum. 

Art. 8. The Chairman {hall 
have power to calla meeting of 
the Truftees at his difcretion, by 
letters left with them, or at the 
houfes of their refidence ; and it 
fhall be his duty to call fuch meet- 
ing whenever requefted by two of 
the Truftees ; and in cafe of the 
death of the Chairman, or of his 
abfence from the State, any two 
Truftees are hereby impowered to 
call a meeting. 

Art. 9. The General A ffocia-. 
tion fhall annually appoint a Trea- 
furer and an Auditor of accounts : 
and the Treafurer fhall exhibit both 
to the General Affociation, and 
to the Truftees, the flate of the 
Treafury, whenever he {hall be 
called upon for that purpofe. 

Art. ro. "The Truttees fhall an- 
nually exhibit to the General Af- 
fociation, a particular account of 
the Miffionaries employedbythem, 
of places to which they are fent ; 
of the miffions ; of the fate of 
the funds, of the reccipts and ex- 
penditures ; and of whatever re- 
lating to this inftitution the Gen- 
eral Affociation fhall require. 

Art. 11. The Truftees and. all 
the officers of this Society fhall 
enter on their refpective offices on 
the firt Wednefday of September 
annually ; and fhall continue in 
office for one year. 

Art. 12. The Trutftees fhall 
held their firft meeting at the 


State Houfe in Hartford on the 


firlk Wednefday of September 
next at rr o’clock A. M. and in 
every year thereafter, they thall 
meet at the. fame time and place, 


\ 
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unlefs otherwife ordered by the 
General A flociation. 

Art. 13. If on experience; it 
fhall be found neceflary to alter 
this Conftitution, an alteration 
may be made by the General Af. 
fociation at their ftated feffion ; 
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but not without having been | 


drawn up in writing and lying un- 
der confideration one year; nor 
unlefs at leaft two thirds of the 
General Affociation fhall adopt 
faid alteration. 


And whereas by dire€tion of 
the General Affociation, the faid 
‘Truttees have applied to this Af 
fembly for corporate powers, the 
better to enable them to execute 
the truft repofed in them, and ef- 
-pecially in what regards the funds, 
and intereft committed to their 
gare: 


Par E. it enaded by the Go- 
ar. Ts ; 

vernor and Council 
and Houfe of Reprefentatives in 
General Court affembled, That his 
honor John Yreadwell and the 
honorable Roger Newberry, Jon- 
athan Brace, Aaron Auttin, John 
Davenport, jun. and Jedidiah 
Huntington, Efq’rs, and the Rev. 
Mefirs. Nathan Williams, D. D. 
Benjamin Trumbull, D. D. Levi 
-Hart, D. D. Cyprian Strong’, 
Nathan Strong, D. D. and Na- 
than Perkins, D. D. the prefent 
‘Truftees of faid Miffionary Socie- 
ty and their fucceffors for the time 
being, be and: they hereby are 
conktituted a body politic and cor- 
‘porate by the name and title of 
the « Truftees of the Miffionary 
Society of Connecticut,” and by 
that name they are hereby made 
capable in law, to. have, purchafe, 
receive, poflefs and enjoy to them 
and their fuceeffors, lands, tene- 
ments, hereditaments, rents, mo- 
nies, goods, chattels and effects, 
of what kind or quality foever, to 
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any amount not exceeding One 
Hundred Thoufand Dollars in the 
whole, and the fame to fell, grant 
or alien in any manner confiilent 
with the true intent and meaning 
of the donors or grantors thereof, 
to fue and to be fued, to plead 
and be impleaded, to. defend and 
to be defended in all courts withia 
this ftate, or elfewhere, to fubmit 
any matter of difpute or contro- 
verfy concerning thew rights or 
intereft to the award of arbitra- 
tors ; to have a common feal and 
the famexto break and renew at 


pleafure:; alfo, to make and exe- 
cute fuch by-laws and regulations, 


as they fhall deem necefiary or 
convenient for the well ordering 
and difpofing ef the concerns of 
the truft committed to them, pur« 


fuant to the conftitution under 


which they do or may a&t from 
time to time, provided they be 
not contrary to the laws of this 
State, or of the United States. 
2. Be it further ena&ed, hat 
if the General Affociation fhall 
at any time negle& to appoint the 
Truftees or a Treafureror Auditor 
of accounts within the proper 
time, fo as they may enter on 
their refpeCtive offices on the firft 
Wednefday of September annual- 
ly ; the Truftees and fuch other 
officers fhall continue in office un- 
til the General Affociation fhali 
make a new choice; and in cafe 
of fuch negle@, and the death, 
refignation or removal out of this 
{tate of any fuch Trutftee or officer, 
the board of Truftees thall, if they 
think it effential to the intereft of 
the inftitution, fill fuch vacancy, 
the perfon fo appointed, to con- 


tinue,in office until the General 


Affociation fhall make a new 


choice as aforefaid—and if the 


office of T'reafurer or Auditor fhall, 
become vacant as aforefaid, with- 


in the year, the Truftees thall forth. 
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with fill fuch vacancy.—Provi- 
ded always, hat it fhall be the 
duty of the faid Truftees to lay 
before the General A ffembly an- 
nually, an account of their receipts 
and expenditures and of fuch al- 
terations as may be made in the 
aforefaid Conftitution by the Gen- 
eral Affociation and a fummary 
of their proceedings.and fuccefs— 
and it fhall be in the power of the 
General Affembly to difallow, 
and fet afide any alterations of the 
faid Conftitution made as afore- 
faid' at their difcretion.—Provi- 
ded alfo, that this at or any part 
thereof may be altered or repeal- 
ed by the General A ffembly. 


An Addrefs from the Trustexs 
or THE Mrssronary Socte- 
ty oF ConnecTicur to the 
Minifters and people of the fate : 
With a Narrative on the fubje& 
of Miffons, and a flatement of 
the Funds of the Society, for the 
year 1802. 


HEN the Truftees of the: 
Mifionary Society of 
Connecticut confider the {mall 
beginnings of the miffionary bufi- 
nefs, in the deliberations and exer- 
tions of particular gentlemen, and 
particular affociations, who fent 
out Miffionaries into feveral of the 
new fettlements, wholly at their 
own expenfe, and that of the Mif- 
fionaries who undertook thofe ar- 
duous labors, and the uncertainty 
which there then was of any pub- 
lic or general fupport ; when they 
refleé&t on the progrefs which has 


been made in the bufinefs, and the | 


good which has been effeted, 


~ they hold themfelves bound in du- | 


ty to acknowledge the divine 
Providence, confpicuowfly watch- 
ing over, foftering and fucceeding 


it, “from its very commencement | 
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to the prefent time. Wholly 
without funds, and without any 
certainty how they could be ob- 
tained, the important objet was 
undertaken, under a deep fenfe of 
duty and ftrong defires, as they 
humbly conceive, to advance the 
kingdom of the dear Redeemer in 
the inftru€tion and falvation of 
men. Yet fromthe moment that: 
this charitable and noble deign 
commenced, neither Miffionaries. 
to carry it mto execution, nor 
money to fupport them have been 
wanting. ‘The honorable legifla- 
ture have patronized the defign ; 
and the charity of the people, and 
the fuccefs of the miffions have 
exceeded the moft fanguine ex- 
pe€tations. TheTrufteesacknowl- 
edge this to be the Lord’s do- 
ings and it is marvellous in their 
eyes. ‘They afcribe all the fuc- 
cefs and glory to him. To him, 
they defire not only to give 
thanks themfelves, but pray that 
they may alfo be given by all the 
churches of our Lord fefus Chrit. 
They are happy, and it is with 
joy and thanksgiving, that they 
are able now to lay before the 
public fuch an account of the fuc- 
cefs of the miffions, the increafe 
of their funds, of the {tate of the 
Society, and the profpects of its 
extenfive influence and wfefulnefs. 
as will evince that the divine {miles 
have never more manifeftly at- 
tended the inftitution than in the 
courfe of the laft year. This in- 
deed adds greatly to their plea- 
fure, that while thefe circum- 
{tances afford them peculiar fatis- 
faction, they will alfo excite 
the joy and thanksgiving of all 
thofe who with well to Jerufalem. 
Under thefe impreflions, the 
Truftees requeft the attention of 
the minifters and people of the 
{tate to the following narrative. 
During the year 1802, the 
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Rey. Meflis. Fo/eph Badger and 
Ezekiel F. Chapman, have labored 
as Miffionaries in New Connedi- 
cut; the Rev. Meflrs. Sets Wil- 
tifon, Fedidiab Bufbnell, Fames W, 
Woodward and William &. D4iller 
in the ftate of New-York ;.the 
Rev. -Mefirs.. Solomon Morgan, 
Alexander Gillet, Fohn Willard, 
jun. . Samuel Leonard, »Fedidtah 
Bufhnell and. William Fs Miller in 
the fiate of Vermont. 

The following fummary of their 
labors and extraéts from theirjour- 
nals will give a view of the ilate of 
miffions for-the paft year and part 
of the preceding. 

In the laft narrative the. Rev. 
Fofeph Badger is mentioned as 
having then recently returned 
from a tour of 14 months to New 
Conneticut. During that tour, 
he vifited every fettlement which 
was then formed, and almoft eve- 
ry family... He alfo viftted all the 
{chools ; catechifed the children 
and gave them religious inftruc- 
tion ; preached almoit daily, at- 
tended conferences frequently, 
and performed much. minifterial 
fervice. He occafionally went in- 
to the fate of Peunfylvania, where 
he attended two Prefbyteries, 
preached fundry times and vifited 
feveral fchools and families. At 
Auftinburg, he formed a church 
confifting of 14 members, and 
here and at other places adminif- 
tered the Chriftian ordinances.— 
Moft of the inhabitants appeared 
friendly to religious inftitutions, 
and. were pleated with having a 
Miffionary to preach to them oc- 
cafionally, till the fettlements thall 
become fo large as to enable them 
to fettle minifters. Some of the 
people, it is true, were unfriendly 
to religion and openly expreffed 
their oppofition to the truth, and 
a determination to exert them- 
felves to prevent the fuccefs of 
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Miffionaries.. The country is ex- 
tenfive ; the fettlements.as yet 
fcattered and generally fimall,. but, 
rapidly increafing, . A wide field 
is opening in that: territory for. 
mifionary labors, . and there: is 
great need that in this their in- 
fant fate they fhould be affifted by 
the exertions. of their more favor. 
ed friends in | the-old fettlements 
of New-England..»: 5.91) jst.on2,. 

In the months of September and 
OGeber, Mr. Badger, in:company 
with the Rev. Thomas Hughes and 
George Blue Jacket, fon of an 
Indian chief, who had been livmg 
with Mr. Hughes, and. who had 
embraced , the Chriftian religion, 
vifited the Indians at the Miami 
villages... They went at the re- 
queit of one of the Penanfylvania 
Prefbyteries, to propofe to the In- 
dians to agree to live together in 
towns, to cultivate land, and to 
receive, Miffionarices to teach 
them religion and inftrud their 
children. They had feveral con- 
ferences with fome of the chiefs 
on the fubjeG, whe, having held 
a grand council, told them they 
would give them a decifive anfwer 
in the {pring. They were treat- 
ed kindly by the Indians, many of 
whom they found partially civiliz- 
ed, and pofieffing fome faint ideas 
of the Chriftian religion, which 
they had obtained from Roman 
Catholic Miffionaries formerly fent 
among them by the. French.— 
There appears however little prof- 
pect that any thing can be done 
among thofe Indians at prefent, 
to any good effe&. 

Mr. Badger, returned to New- 
England the firft of January laf, 
and being reappointed a Miffiona- 
ry by the Truitees, went again in 
the {pring to New-Conneéticut, 
where, after a very:lengthy and fa. 
tiguing journey, he arrived, with 


his. family, the. firft of. May,. No 
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particular account of his miffiona- 
ry labors fince that time has as yet 
been received from him. Ina 
letter dated November 19, 1802, 
he mentions that he had preached 
in about twenty different fettle- 
ments, fince his arrival in’ that 
country ; and that he had form- 
ed a church at Hudfon confifting 
of 14 members. He reprefents 
the fettlements as {landing in great 
need of miffionary labors, to pre- 
vent the growth of error, and to 
encourage and affift the people in 
the eftablifhment of religious in- 
ftitutions. 

_ The Rev. Ezekiel F. Chapman, 
as mentioned in the laft narrative, 
left Hartford in November 1801, 
as a Miffionary to New-Connedi- 
cut. He reached that country 
the beginning of December ; 
where he has continued to the pre- 
fent time, and is expeCted to re- 
main until the enfuing fpring.— 
Several letters have been received 
from him, from which it appears 
that he has preached in molt of 
the fettlements, and in fome of 
them feveral times; that he has 
vifited {chools, catechifed and in- 
ftructed children, attended confer- 
ences, adminiftered the Chriftian 
ordinances, and performed other 
minifterial duties, wherever divine 
Providence opened a door for his 
labors. 

Ina letter dated September 10, 
Mr. Chapman writes as follows : 
« The following is an account of 
« the fermons I have preached and 
* of the towns in which they were 
* preached. g in Auttinburg, 12 
«in No. 11, 5th Range, 6 in No. 
«11, 8th Range, 2 in No. 10, 
‘oth Range, 1in No.9, roth 
¢ Range, 9: in Cleaveland, 1 in 
¢ Hudfon, 1in Thompfon, 6 in 
~€No. 13, if Range, 14 in Nos. 
* 5 and 6, 1ft Range, 3 in No. 5, 
62d Range, 3 in No.4, 2d 

Vou. If. No. 8. 
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‘ Range, 7 in Pennfylvania, 2 in 
‘ Young’s town, 8 in No. 1, 3d 
‘ Range, 6 in Boardman, 6 in No. 
‘1, 6th Range, 2 in Palmyra, 


'*n4in No. 1, 7th: Range; 1 in 


‘No. 2, 8th Range, and 6in No. 
‘ 3, 8th Range. 

“¢ T have vifited the families in 
‘ the towns before mentioned, and 
‘ publicly catechifed the children 
‘ whenever I judged it expedient. 
‘In places where the ordinances 
‘ are not adminiftered, where the 
‘means of public, religious in- 
‘ ftru€tion are not enjoyed, reli- 
‘ gion infenfibly lofes ground, and 
‘ prayer in the family and clo- 
‘fetis generally omitted. The 
* confequences of thefe things are 
‘infidelity, ftupidity and licen- 
 tioufnefs. 

“| have been kindly received 
‘in every place which I have vif- 
‘ited; and have been favored 
‘with the beft accommodation 
‘which the country affords. IL 
‘ have been welcomed by all the 
© families which I have vifited, as 
‘aman, and by mott families, I 
‘ believe, as a minifter of Chrift.’? \ 

Inhis letters Mr. C. mentions \, 
feveral places in Pennfylvania, and 
fome of the fettlements in New- 
Conneticut, where there was an 
increafing attention to religion, 
and an animating profpect that 
God was about to appear to build 
up Zion in the weftern wildernefs ; 
while in other places a great de- 
gree of ftupidity prevailed, and 
but little encouragement was giv- 
ento Miffionaries. He laments 
the {carcity of religious books in 
that new country, and exprefles a 
{trong defire that the inhabitants 
of Conneticut would continue 
and increafe their donations to 
the Miffionary Society, that the 
Truftees may be enabled not only 
to fend out a greater number of 
Miffionaries, but that they may 
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alfo have’it in their power to fap- 
ply the new fettlements with ufe- 
ful, religious books, as a power- 
ful mean, under the blefling of 
Heaven, of checking the growth 
of infidel and immoral principles. 

From the beginning ofthe year 
to the rith of November, the 
Rev. Seth Willifton, performed fev- 
eral fhort miffionary tours, in the 
weftern counties of New-York, 
amounting in the whole sto 15 
weeks. The reft of the time he 
labored as aftated paftor at Lifle. 
During ‘thefe miffions, Mr. Wil- 
liften preached ‘about 120 times, 
attended a numberof conferences, 
adminiftered the Lord’s fupper 4 
times, baptized feveral adults and 
children, vifited and catechifed a 
number of {chools, attended fune- 
rals, and viftted the fick. He 
clofes his journal with the follow- 
ing remarks : “ During this year, 
© Thave not, asa Miffionary, been 
permitted to gather in any har- 
* velt of fouls ; ftill perhaps thro’ 
‘grace, here and there sa fheaf 
‘may, have been gathered into 
* Chrift’s garner. Seed may alfo 
“have béen fown this year, which 
* will {pring up into a harveft the 
“next or fome future year. If T 
“may not; like fome of my breth- 
“ren, reap, Y fhould be thankful 
‘that Tam allowed to fow.” I 
“hope my milion’ the prefent 
“year has been’ of fome fervice 
“to thofe who were before in 
¢ Chri’ “Sometimes I think I 
“have feen their faces _gliften un- 
* der the preaching’ of the word. 
“They feemed by their very coun- 
* tenances to fay, * Oh, how love 
* we thy law’ <I have alfo been 
“allowed to adminifter {pecial, 
‘ fealing ordinances to fome, who 
* would otherwife have fighed for 
‘them in vain: As. before, ‘fo 
‘now I muit fay, I have been 
‘kindly received and well treated. 
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‘ good people of Conneticut will 
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«In general the people take 
‘ pains to notify and attend lec- 
* tures, upon a-fhort warning. In 
‘fome places the attention to 


| € preaching has been fo remarka- 
© ble, that I could not but hope 


¢ the time of their redemption was 


We hope the: 


* not only fend Miffionaries among 
the new fettlers; but alfo pray 
‘for the blefling of God to ac- 
‘ company their labors. We hope 
‘ alfo that they will pray to the 
‘ Head of the Church {peedily to 
“ prepare the way, that thefe def- 
‘titute flocks may have ftated 
‘ paftors, which is a blefling that 
‘they greatly need. In confift. 
‘ency with fuch a prayer, which 
¢ none will hefitate to make, we _ 
‘hope Chriftian fathers and mo- 
‘thers will not hold back their 
© Samuels, but lend them to the 
* Lord as long as they live.” 
About the middle of Novem- 
ber, Mr. /Villiffon entered on a 
miffion of ten weeks to the coun- 
ties of Luzerne and Wayne in 
Pennfylvania. 
In the narrative for 1801, the 
Rev. ‘Fedidiah Bufbnell is mene '' 
tioned as then laboring in the up- 
per counties of Vermont. . He 
returned in January laft, and has 
given the following’ general ac- 
countof his tour, in the year 18e1. 
“The whole of my'laft mif- 
‘fion,to the new fettlements, I 
‘ {pent in the ftate of Vermont. 
‘T left Hartford February 18th, 
* 1801, and continued on my mif- 
* fion eleven months and two days; 
‘in which time I affifted in the 
‘formation of three churches ; 
‘ adminiftered the facrament of 
‘the Lord’s Supper 15 times ; 


preached 256 fermons-; attend- 


‘ed 66 public conferences ; bap: 
‘tized 22 adults and 241 chil- 
‘dren 3 attended one ecclefiafti- 
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cal council and. one ordination, 
© and performed other miffionary 


< duties as time and opportunity | 


* would permit, fuch as viliting 


‘ {chools, families and eeees | 


tothe inftru€tion of children. 

_ © The mott of thefe labors were 
‘in the north-weftern. part. of the 
¢ {tate ; in the counties of Addi- 
‘ fon, Chittendon..and Franklin. 
¢ [ vifited the towns on the fhores 
‘ of lake Champlain, the Iflands 


‘in the lake, and allo the towns 


‘ inter{perfed among. the Green 
‘ mountains... I never received 
© more kindnefs from the people 
© ona miffion than the laft. Their 
© hofpitality I think is uncommon. 
‘They exprefs much gratitude 
-€to the people of Connedicut, 
‘who have contributed to the 


¢ fupport of miflions, hopiag that’ 


‘their benevolence may be re- 
6 warded ae the infinite bleflings 
« of eternity.” 


In May Mr. Bufbnell was re- 


appointed. a miflionary, with di-| 


_rections to vilit the towns and fet- 
tlements in the {tates of New-York 
and Vermont, where he had for- 

-merly labored. The following 
extract of a letter from him dated 
Cornwall, Vermont, October 6, 
1802, exhibits a fummary view of 

his miffion. 

_ “ Soon after I left Hartford, 
‘in May laft, 1 direted my courfe 
“tothe weftward, and commenc- 
¢ ed my miffion ten miles welt of 

 Catfkill,. I continued my mif- 
‘ fion weft, and preached from 
© town to town, and from county 
“to county, until I had vitited 
‘ moft of the fettlements and 

‘churches among which I had 
* previoufly travelled. I preach- 

-*to fome fettlements that I had 
© not formerly vifited, and omit- 
© ted fome with which I had besg 

partially acquainted. Some di 

ficulties appeared ima few 
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é churches, which have generally 
‘ been amicably fettled. Mott of ' 
‘ the -young churches appeared to 
“enjoy fomething of the life of 
‘ religion, and fome of them fhone 
‘in its real power and beauty. 
‘ The fruits of pat revivals of re- 
: ligion, among. them are very 
é genuine, 

“When I-had vifited the 
‘ churches in the weftern coun- 
* ties of the fLate of New-York, 
‘I dire€ted my. courfe into, the 
‘ ftate of Vermont. ._I have vifit- 

“ed the three northern. counties 
‘ upon the welt fide of the moun- 
‘ tain, which were the field of my 
: miffionary labors the laft year. 
‘ They were glad to hear the gof- 

« pel this year. A number of chur- 

‘ ches have been formed in my ab- 
* ence, which, with thofe previouf- 
‘ly formed, are.in a flourifhing 
‘ ftate, and appear hungry for the 
“bread of life... 

“In both the voice and 
‘northern countries, are partial 
‘ revivals of religion. I found no 

‘ place where the divine work ap- 

‘peared fo powerful as I have 
* feen on former miflions ;_ neither 
* have I found any place fo dread- 
‘ fully flupid as I formerly have. 
‘ The {pirit appears more general- 
“ly {pread, and yet is not accom- 
panied with thofe tokens of 
power, that appeared in the be- 
ginning of the glorious work. 
‘ Our religious aflemblies have 
‘ been as large and probably larg- 
‘ erthan on my preceding miflions. 
‘ The tents of Jacob never appear- 
“ed more pleafant. Chriftians 
‘ and churches put on a degree of 
“order and ftability which make 
‘them appear more like an army 
‘ with banners. 

«¢ Miffionaries are much wanted 
¢ both to the weftward and north- 
¢ward. The Lord is.opening 
‘a wide door for miffionary la- 
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“bors ; may he incline us to fill 
“the glorious tabernacle which he 
‘opens! I think it muft be ac- 
‘knowledged that God has 
“crowned the miflionary exertions 
¢ of our land to the falvation of 
‘thoufands of fouls) May the 
© fame bleffed hand, conduét the 
« benevolent work, until the pro- 
« mife in the covenant of redemp- 
‘ tion fhall be fulfilled among the 
‘heathen, and our favage tribes 
* praife the name of the Lord !” 

~ In September laft, Mr. ames 


W. Woodward, returned from a | 
miffionary tour to the fettlements | 


on Black Riverand parts adjacent. 
In his journal he fays, «* f {pent 
‘eight months, performing mif- 
‘fionary labor in the fettlements 
upon Black River and the adja- 
cent fettlements in the counties 
of Oneida and Herkemer, ftate 
of New-York. J travelled more 
than 1800 miles, and preached 
164 times. I travelled down 
the Black River four times, vif- 
ited once the fettlements, upon 
Pearch River and Catfith Creek, 
three times a flourifhing fettle- 
ment upon Sandy Creek, twice 
the fettlements upon Fifh Creek, 
which empties into Oneida lake, 
and twice the fettlements in the 
royal grant. 

“« I was favorably received by 
people in general, many of whom 
rejoiced at the exertions which 
were making to {pread the gof- 
pel in the world, and were dif- 
pofed to contribute fomething 
of their earthly fubftance to pro. 
mote this defirable obje@t. The 
profpect of fuccefs attending the 
ufe of the means of grace in this 
‘country is brighter than it has 
been in any former period. 
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eral revival of religion; God 
has in feverat places fhewi his 
wonderful power and grace in 
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‘ convincing finners and edifying 
“his people. > bits 

«The field for miffionary labor 
‘upon the Black River and ad- 
‘jacent” fettlements, is large. 
‘ There are about 15 towns with- 
© in the extent of 100 miles which 
‘are not fupplied with the ftated 
‘ preaching of the gofpel. Many 
‘of them would be able to fup- 
‘ port minifters were they united 
‘in fentiment upon religion. O- 
‘ ther fettlements are fo new that 
‘ they cannot hire preaching ; and 
‘ for the prefent muft depend up- 
‘on the charity of others. The 
‘inhabitants in general fpeak in 
‘ high terms cf the defign of fend- 
‘ing out Miffionaries. To this 
‘however there are a few excep- 
‘tions. The enemies of religion 
‘ here as well as in other places are 
‘ oppofed to miffions. The north 
« weit part of this flate is rapidly 
‘ fettling. The territory between - 
‘ the Black and St. Lawrencerivers_ 
* is opened for fale ; and the prof- 
¢ pect is that the field for miffion- 
‘ ary labors will be widely extend- , 
“ed. May the Lord raife up and 
‘fend forth faithful laborers into 
‘the vineyard !” 

At the requeft of the board of 
Truftees, Mr. Woodward was or- 
dained as an Evangelitt, by the 


North -Confociation of Hartford 


county, the 29th of September’; 
and foon after that recommenced 
his miffionary labors. For the pre- 
fent he is to itinerate in the wef- 
ern counties of (New-York, and 
the northern counties of Pennfyl- . 
vania, im concert with the Rev. 
Mr. Willifton. 

(Lo be continued. ) 
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On:Tradition. 
T may be of fome ufe to in- 


i quire into the meaning of the 
word Tradition, as it is ufed in the 
holy feriptures ¢ fince it is fo of. 
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ten in the mouths of both the 
friends, and the enemies of Chrif- 
tianity. Ae 

~The Greek word Paradofis, is 
the only one which is rendered 
tradition, by our tranflators. It 
is always fo rendered, except in 
1 Cor, xi. 2. This word is ufed 
but a few times in the Bible. —. It 
literally fignifies fomething which 
is delivered or handed. down to us. 
It is applied firft, to thingswhich 
are handed down to us as divine 
truths or ordinances, when they 
are fan€tioned only by human au- 
thority. In this way religion has 
been corrupted in all ages. It 
was by the Scribes and Pharifees 
of old : Hence Chrifticharges them 
with “ making the commandment 
of God. of none effect by. their 
tradition.”’* ‘This tradition is cal- 
' led “the tradition of the elders.’’+ 
The apoftle Paul, when reverting 
to his former perfecuting fpirit, 
faith in Galatians i. 13, 14. “ For 
ye have heard of my converfation 
in time paft in the Jews’ religion, 
how that beyond. meafure I per- 
fecuted the church of God, and 
wafted it ; and profited in the 
Jews’ religion above many my 
equals in mine own nation, being 
more exceedingly zealous of the 
traditions of my fathers.”” The 
apoftle warns the Coloffian breth- 
ren, chapter ii. 8. “ Beware left 
any man {poil you through philo- 
fophy and vain deceit, after the 
tradition of men, after the rudi- 
ments of the world, and not after 
Chrift.”” 

The Jews held that there are 
certain laws which came from 
God, which were delivered to 
Mofes upon Mount Sinai, befide 
thofe which he «was: directed to 
write. Thefe laws were handed 


* Matt. xv. 6. i 
+ Matt. xv, 2. Mark vii. 3, 


On Trachtion. 


aay 


down by oral tradition for many 
ages,.and were not committed to 
writing until after the Babylonian 
captivity. . To thefe laws the Sa- 
viour refers, when he charges the 
Jewith Scribes with corrupting 
the divine law by teaching for 
doftrines the commandments of 
men. - With the divine law the 
oral traditions were at variance, 
and were,in many things, in di- 
ret oppofition to its fpirit. Of 
this any one may: be fully convin- 
ced, by an attentive perufal of 
Chnit’s Sermon on the. Mount. 

From the foregoing paflage, 
contained in the epiftle to the 
Coloffian church, it appears that 
‘“‘the tradition of men,’’ is appli-- 
ed to ‘ philofophy and vain de- 
ceit,’” as well-asto the corruption 
of the Jewifh Scribes. He who 
makes vain philofophy the guide 
of his: faith, or receives his reli- 
gion from philofophers, is govern- 
ed by tradition, according to the 
{cripture fenfe of the word, as 
much as heis who follows phari- 
faical fuperttitions. 

The word tradition is fome- 
times taken in a good fenfe ; 1 
Cor. xi. 2. “ Now I praife you 


' brethren, that ye remember me. 


in all things, and keep the ordi- 
nances (paradofeis) as I. deliver- 
ed them to you.”’..2 Thef, 1. 15. 
‘¢ Therefore, brethren, ftand fait, 
and hold the traditions which ye 
have been taught, whether by 
word, or our epiltle. ii. 6. Now 
we command you, brethren, in 
the nameof our Lord Jefus Chri, 
that ye withdraw yourfelves trom 
every brother that walketh difor- 
derly, and not after the tradition 
which he received of us.” It. is 
unneceflary to comment on thefe 
texts. In the firlt of them, Chri 
tians are commended by an inipi- 
red apoftle for obferving the tradi. ° 
tions which he had delivered unto 
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them. In the fecond text, they 
are exhorted to cleave to the tra- 
ditions which they had received: 
And in the laft,, to withdraw 
from every profefling Chriftian, 
who would not practically regard 
them. 


From the fcriptural ufe of the | 


word tradition, it appears that we 
are not to determine any thing to 
be true or falfe, divine or human, 
merely becaufe it comes to us by 
tradition. ‘To knowwhether any 
dogirine ought to’ be received as 
an article of our religious creed, 
we mutt firft determine from whom 
itis derived, or whether it be fup- 
ported by divine authority. Eve- 
ry fentiment is a matter of tradi- 
tion ; either from God, or man. 
Tf a do€trine come from the form- 
‘er, we are bound to réceive it ; but 
if from the latter, we are forbid- 
den to receive it, whether it be 
ancient or modern. 

When I meet with one who at- 
tempts to deftroy my faith by cry- 
ing out, tradition ! tradition ! I 
muit be very weak indeed if I give 
it up, without inquiring whence 
the perfuafion comes, which 
prompts him to endeavor to make 
me a cohvert to his creed. He is 
governed by fome tradition or 
other. For the fame reafon that 
L ought to examine why I believe 
as [now do, I ought to examine 
why I fhould believe differently 
from what I now do. If Iam 
forbidden to ground my faith on 
human authority in the one cafe, 
T am in the other. 

There are fome perfons who 
feem to think, that if-any one be- 
lieve what his father, his grand- 
father, and a long train of ancef- 
ters believe, he can have no faith 
of his own, or muft be in‘ the 
wrong. Every one is indeed to 
blame if he do not impartially ex- 
amine into the grounds of his 
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faith ; whether he agree in opin- 
ion with his ancefters or not. But 
how can it be determined that any 
one is in an error, becaufe he be- 
lieves what had been believed by 
thoufands or millions before he 
was born? Is the truth but of 
yefterday ? Ifit be, it may change 
to-morrow ; and therefore it is 
folly to think of finding it. 

What fhould we think of a 
farmer who fhould be laughed out 
of the practice of plowing, fowing 
and reaping, by being told that 
his father and grandfather, and 
anceftors had done fo, from time 
immemorial ? There are not afew 
who condué as foolifhly as the 
farmer would in this cafe, with re- 
{pect to religious concerns. They 
renounce family prayer, public 
worfhip, and all ferious religion, 
under the pretence of breaking 
the fetters of tradition. Let all 
fuch be convinced that * a de- 
ceived heart hath turned them a- 
fide ;?? and let them be affured 
that by laying afide one kind of 
tradition, they have fallen in with 
another kind. Let them feriouf- 
ly examine who is the author of 
that tradition, which encourages 
them openly to renounce the fear 
of God. 

BENEVOLUS. 


To THE Epirors oF THE Con- 
NEcTICUT EvanGELicaL Mac- 
AZINE. 


GENTLEMEN,: 

IF you judge the following 
biography calculated to promote 
the intereft. of religion, you will 
pleafe to infert'it in*your ufeful 
It feems a pity that 
many fathers and mothers in Ifra- 
el who have done worthily in their 
day, and who have been eminent 
for their truft and confidence in 


God, inthe humble walk of life, 
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fhould leave the world unnoticed, 
and even unknown beyond the 
limits of their -domeftic circle. 
Asa conftant reader of your Mag- 
azine, permit me to exprefs a with, 
that more pains were taken to 
bring into public view, the lives 
and deaths of Chriftians in pri- 
vate ftations, 
higher walks of life, we: are to 


look for the moft numerous or 


moft eminent examples of faith in 


Chrift Jefus.* If the world de- 
rives advantage from a perufal of 
the lives and actions of the hero, 


the itatefman and the fage; why 


may not the Chriftian church de- 
rive equal advantage from the 
lives of thofe fervants of God, 
who having been “ faithful over a 
few things,’ are entered into the 
joys of their Lord ; and be ftimu- 
‘lated to “go and do likewife.”’ 
To perpetuate the memory of a 
refpectable Chriftian, and. propofe 
her example for imitation, is my 
obje& in the prefent communica- 
tion. Ifyou publifh this, I fhall 
forward one or two more as de- 
| ferving of public notice. 
Yours, &c. 
; Lelia 


YHE fubje& of the follow- 
ing narrative was born at 
Woodbury in this ftate February 
1719. Her name before mar- 
_ Mage was Tabitha Hecox. No- 
thing appeared unufual in her life, 
until fhe arrived to the age of 
fifteen. At this period fhe was 
the fubje&t of powerful convictions 
of fin, and diftrefs of mind about 
the eternal interefts of her foul. 
It appeared from her own rela~ 
tion, that her mother and grand 
mother, were the humble follow- 
ers of Jefus, and that great.-pains 
were taken to imprefs her mind 


* Matthew xi. 25, 26. © 
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early withafenfe of theimportance 
and -excellency of the Chriftian re- 
ligion. -Her mother being dan- 
geroufly ill, fhe was called at the 
age above mentioned, to the bed. 
fide, to read fome pious book. 
When fhe had finifhed reading, 
her mother, with great concern, 
made particular inguiry into the 
ftate of her foul; and-aflced the 
queftion, ** My dear child do you 
pray to God in fecret?”? She 
frankly confeffed that fhe did not. 
The duty was then enjoined upon 
her in a folemn and impreflive man- 
ner, and fhe: was charged, as fhe 
hoped for a mother’s bleffing, to 
make religion her firlt and. great 
concern. Retiring greatly alarm- 
ed and ailected, fhe attempted to 
pray, but was much embarraffed. 
Tt occurred to her mind, that. in 
order to obtain the favor of God, 
fhe muft keep all his cammand- 
ments... Thisled herto a ferious 
inveftigation of their require- 
She proceeded to the 
fourth, when the thought ftruck 
her, that there was no God, and 
of courfe, that all her diltrefs was 
vain and her exertions fruitlefs. 
This dreadful idea remained altho’ 
it was carefully concealed from 
her mother. 

About this time, her father ar- 
rived one evening from a neigh- 
boring town, with an account of 
two ftrangers, who had lately ap- 
peared there and were called A- 
theifts. They were defcribed as 
profligate and wicked men. As 
fhe had never feen'an Atheift and 
knew not the import of the name, 
fhe embraced the earlieft opportu- 
nity to, afl her mother, what was 
meant by an Jihei/t, and was an- 
{wered, ** a wicked man or wo- 
man who believes there is no 
God... She retired in_ the utmoft 
confufion and diftrefs of mind, re- 
peating to herfelf, «« what would 
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my kind mother fay, if the knew 
that her dear'child was an Athe- 
 ift???~ Altho’ the feared at the time 
“that the “bélievéd ‘ there*“was no 
‘God, yet the agony of ‘her mind 
_ impelled ‘herto ‘cry“out for mercy 
and 'rélief 3“ and’ while’ thus’enfa- 
ged, it’ pleafeéd’ God ‘to “remove 
her doubts réefpecting “his exift- 
ence, though fhe was far froin be- 
ing reconciled’ to ‘his ‘charatter, 
law and government?” With fome 
intervals of precarious hope* and |° 
great . ftupidity, .her...diftrefs—of 
mind continued, until fhe arrived 
to the age of twenty-three, when 
_ fhe appeared to be called from 
darknefs to light, and fettled up- 
on an evangelical’ hope inthe 
merits of Chrift, which, with the 
interruptions common to many of 
.God’s people in this finful world, 
continued through a long and try- 
mg life, as an anchor to her foul 
fure and ftedfaft. Soon after the 
obtained a*hope of reconciliation 
to God, it appears fhe made a 
profeffion of religion; and was 
jomed in marriage to Mr. Ezekiel 
Tuttle, with whom fhe lived in 
this relation, until his deceafe 
February 6, 1799, a period of 
fifty-feven years. 
~*Tt pleafed’ God to vifit her 
with many painful and long conti- 
nued trials. “ At-the birth of her 
feventh child, the contraS&ed a 
weaknefs “which confined her 
wholly to her bed, during the long 
period:of feven' yeas. And while 
all around were {truck with admi- 
ration ‘at her conftancy and pati- 
etice, fhe was tried as by fire. 
Viewing her cafe asfingular, and 
feeing no end to-‘héraffiGtion but 
in death, her heart; ‘fhe ‘related; 
yielded to the fuggeftions of the 
adverlary, and rofe againft the 
reCtitude of the. divine “ govern- 
ment. She thought -his dealings 
hard, and was ready to fay, My 
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punifhment is greater than I can 


| bear.” “But the found by expe- 


‘rience that God is indeed a faith- 
ful’ covenant God, and that the 


“blefled: Jefus carries his « lambs 
“Gn his bofom” “and will not 
' Break the bruifed reed.” Af- 
“tera violent confliG, her rebellious 
“heart was humbléd, the. veil was 


rémoved ; and in the light of truth 
and grace, fhe read the wifdom 
and goodnefs of God in fending 
this affli€tion upon her, and could 
fay with the Pfalmift, * It is good 
for me that I have been afflicted.”’ 
Her repining thoughts were now 
turned into praife, and her diftrefs 
into gladnefs, and fhe experienced 
the ‘truth of that fcripture, 
‘« Weeping may endure for a 
night, but joy cometh in the 
morning.”? In this fchool of af- 
fiction, fhe learned much of God 
and of her owmheart. ‘It broke, 
in fome happy degree, her ties to 
earth, and prepared her, when fhe 
recovered, to be more heavenly 
minded in her life and converfa- 
tion. But her faith was to re- 
ceive another and more fevere tris 
al. And here we may remark 
how a beneficent ‘ Providence 
tempers the wind to the fhorn 
lamb.”? If the trial, of which I 
am now tofpeak, had taken place’ 
before her faith had acquired a 
folid foundation, it ‘would have 
been lefs fupportable: “A darling 
child, in the bloom of life, was’ cut! 
down in an awful and unufual man- 
ner. Another equally promifing 
was fubje&t to fits, ‘became deli- 
rious, and continued fo twenty fix 
years until his deceafe; Deés'r2, 
1799. Although he had” lived 
tofollow’ her hufband2aad’ fix, 
which was half thenumber of her 
children, to the grave, and was té~ 


| ally a woman’ of forrows, aiid ae~ 


quainted - with» ‘grief, yet ‘when 
{peaking of this once’ promifing 
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fon, the tear would fteal involun- 
tarily down her. furrowed cheek. 
She called it by way of eminence 
her * living affliction.” The two 
laft years of her life were tranquil. 
She was however feldom able to 
attend public worfhip, and when 
there, by reafon of deafnefs, was 
feldom able to hear. She fome- 
times attended on days of com= 
munion, and fpeaking to me on 
the fubje€t, fhe faid * Llove to be 
there though I cannot hear.” 
But the period was haftening, 
when fhe was to be difmifled from 
this trying world. She often ex- 
prefled an-ardent defire to be gone 
and be with Chrift. In my vifits 
to her fhe wifhed me to pray only 
that fhe might be ready, and have 
an eafy paflage, adding, « what 
- is there in this world to induce a 
moment’s ftay.”? Indeed fhe feem- 
ed prepared to be with Chrift— 
“ Clad with her ftarry pinions on, 
Drefs’d for her flight and ready to 
be gone.” 
The friends of Chrift indulged a 
pleafing hope that her death would 
be triumphant ; but it pleafed 
God, in her laft ficknefs, to take 
from her almoft the whole power 
of {peech. She rapidly declined, 


the glimmerings of life gradually. 


diminifhed, and on December 23, 
1801, without a firuggle, groan, 
ox figh, fhe fell afleep, as we truit 
in Jefus. | | 
Her appearance and converfa- 
tion were. fuch as uniformly com- 
manded attention. She was a 
pleafant companion for the aged ; 
a guide to the youth ; and look- 
ed to with refpect by all. 
Although Mrs, Tuttle was 
_viewed by her moft intimate 
friends, who had witnefled her 
trials and patience, asa perfon of 
unufual attainments in religion, 
the {poke of herfelf in the hum- 
bleft terms, as unworthy to be cal- 
Vou. III, No. 8. 
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led one of Chrift’s children. She 
appeared to have 2 foul-humbling 
view of the iniquity of her own 
heart, and the utter infufficiency 
of all creature righteoufnefs for 
pardon and falvation. She dif. 
carded all reliance upon her own 
works and trufted alone in the 
perfect righteoufnefs of Jefus 
Chrift for juftification, 

‘© The memory of the juft is 
bleffed.”? Batata 
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To tHe Epirors of tHe Con- 
necTicuT Evancericat Ma; 
GAZANEs 


GENTLEMEN, ' 

T enclofe to you an extract of 
a letter from the Rev. Mr. Floyd; 
as publifhed by the Congregation- 
al Society of South Carolina—as 
it contains an account of the ope- 
rations of divine grace in a part of 
the country farther fouth than 
were included in the accounts 
which have been publifhed in the 
Magazine. 

As articles of religious intelli- 
gence, perhaps nonecan be more. 
important or better authenticated, 
than thofe which have been re- 
ceived from the weftern and fouth- 
ern parts of the United States ; 
they have already been the means 
of arrefting many in their way- 
ward courfe, and obliging them 
to confefs, that verily there is a 
God who ruleth in the earth. The 
hearts of devout worfhippers have. 
been encouraged in their addrefleg 
to the throne of grace, and their’ 
hands have been ftrengthened in 
whatfoever they did to do it more 
to the glory of God. 

Under thefe impreffions, the ins 
fertion of the letter in the Evans’ 
gelical Magazine is fubmitted te 
r 
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your judgment and difcretion, by 
a friend to the great caufe in 
which you are engaged. 
_Providencc, R. I. Dec. 20, 1 802. 

xtra of aletter: fromthe. Rev. 
» L. Foy, Mifhonary, employed 
» by the Gongregational. Soctety:of 

the flate of South Carolina, for 
promoting the interefts of religion, 

to the Chairman of the Board of | 
Direéiors of faid Society. Pub- 
lifhed by order of the Board. 


«IN Augutft I took the liber- 
ty of leaving, fora: few weeks, the 
diftri aflizned me, in order to at- 
tend fome large facramental meet- 
ings in the upper part of the ftate. 
I had the pleafure of attending 
three of thefe meetings, where the 
multitudes colleéted in the open 
woods, and the extraordinary ex- 
ercifes which I faw and heard, 
opened to me a fcene entirely new, 
and in the higheft degree intereft- 
ing. Every thing which I could 
fay in defcribing this truly won~ 
derful work of God, has no doubt 
been anticipated by thofe who 
have previoufly correfponded with 
you on the fubje& ; but you will 
permit me to indulge myfelf in a. 
few obfervations on what I faw 
and heard, . 

_ The .defigns and ways of 
God are indeed unfearchable. 
The important purpofes of his 
wifdom and grace are often effect 
ed, not in the way which human 
wifdom would diétate, but ac- 
cording to the incomprehenfible 
counfel of his fovereign will. The 
bodily exercifes which take place 
in the prefent revival, may prefent 
a {tumbling block to the wifdom 
of man ; but if God, by this, ac- 
celerates the progréfs of his work, 
we ought to be not enly fatisfied 
but thankfol. : 
eet The works indeed extraor- | 
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“templated. 
their utmoft endeavors to preferve. 


[Feze 


dinary, and feveral appendages of 
it may be very far from congenial 


'| to the prevailing fentiments of the 


polite world. I think it proper, 
however, to obferve, that I have 
found fewer difagreeable circum- 
ftances than I had previoufly con- 


The minifters ufed 


order among the people, and. in- 
ftead of terrific declamation, their 
chief aim appeared to be to de- 
clare the important truths of the 
gofpel with plainnefs, fimplicity. 
and rational energy. And it was 
very obfervable, that while the 
conciliating voice of the gofpel 
was calmly proclaimed, the work 
appeared greater than at any other 
time. 'Thofe who could fit un- 
moved while the terrors of a brok- 
en law were founded in their ears,- 
felt their ftony hearts melt. into. 
penitential forrow, under | the 
force of this interefting truth, 
that ** God was in Chrift, recon- 


| ciling the world unto himfelf.’ 


The gofpel’ was indeed preached. 
with an animated’ pathos, which 
evidently declared the pious zeal. 
of the clergy ; but this muft be 
admitted to be very correfpondent 
to the fpirit of the apoftolical’ 
Miffionanies, who, conftrained by 
the love of Chrift, befought fin- 
ners to be reconciled to: God. 

«* Another circumftance, in: 
which I was agreeably difappoint- 
ed, was the manner of the exercife 
of thofe who became affeted. I 
had expected to hear loud out- 
cries’ from the fubjects of the 
work, which where they are fo 
numerous, would be a great dif- 
advantage to regular preaching. 
But where I attended, the dif- 
courfes of the preachers were fel- 
dom difturbed by anynoife. Some- 
times, indeed, thofe affected feem 
conftrained to cry ont, but much 
more frequently, efpecially in 
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‘time‘of public ‘preaching, they lie 
Gn deep exercife of «mind, while 
‘their voice is: fearcely. heard ‘by 
+thofe- around them.’ Sometimes 
dn time of preaching, there would 
“appear to be but few in exergile ; 
“yet, when the people: were. dif- 

~miffed and began to difperfe,. we 
~could difcover them lying in every 
“part of the-congregation.. 

The people are moft apt to run 
-Gnto confufion in different exercifes 
‘-of devotion, in the intervals of 

--public worfhip. ‘ They fometimes 
-colle&t in groups around. ‘thofe 

~ avho are ftricken down; while fome 

of them engage in‘finging or fome 
other exercife, and fometimes dif- 
ferent exercifes may be heard at 

‘once fo near together, as to have 

_ the appearance of diforder... But 
sthefe things the Prefbyterian min- 
ifters endeavor to reftrain, as far 
-as the nature of the cafe will ad- 
‘mit. Upon the whole, I think 
the diforders are as few as could 
be expeéted in fuch vatt affemblies 

of people ; of different religious 
: ‘perfuafions, of different fentiments 
-and different habits and manners. 
And, undoubtedly, the great good 
‘that is done abundantly more than 
-compenfates for every thing difa- 
greeable, that may arife from the 
weaknefs of human nature. 
ss A number I faw under ex- 
ercifes, in which their countenan- 
ces expreffed the moft ferene and 
extatic pleafure, while their bo- 
dies appeared entirely helplefs, 
and the words they articulated 
were uttered in very feeble ac- 
cents. A {mile, the moft placid 
that can be imagined, overlpread 
the whole vifage, while their ad- 
‘drefles to Heaven and to thofe a- 
round them, declared the evangel- 
dcal fentiments of their heart. 
The views which occupied their 
minds muft have been fupremely 
delightful ; and their ituations, 
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though it may be deprecated by 
the gay and diffipated, was rather 
‘enviable, than either pitiable or 
contemptible in, the eye of a pi- 
ous {peftator. © ee * 
*'The prefent revival, is doubt- 
lefe.a great‘and good work; but 
“when weconfider the weaknefs of 
‘human nature, and the’ many arti- 
‘fices of the “great: adverfary of 
fouls, we muft, I humbly think, 
‘be convinced of the neceflity of 
much wifdom and prudence, as 
-well as zeal in the miniftry, in or- 
der to guard againft thefe irregu- 
lar fallies of paffion, which, if in- 
dulged without reftraint, not only 
bring areproach on religion, but 
hinder the moft profitable exer~ 
cifes of genuine piety. But it is 
not for me to prefcribe in this 
matter. God, we may hope, will 
not only {upport his own caufe, 
but exercife fuch a {pecial care 
over his children as will preferve 
them, though weak, from perni- 
cious delufions. . But it is the 
duty of Chriftans and efpecially of 
Chriftian minifters, to conduc& 
themfelves with great circum{pec-~ 
tion.” 


Extrads from a letter from the Rete 
Faimes Hughs, dated W eft Libe 


erty, Obio County, Virg. Nov, 
9, 1802, to Rev. Stephen Weft, 
D. D. of Stockbridge, Maf- 


«¢ J am happy in being able to 
give you a fetch of intelligence 
at prefent, which I believe will 

| be pleafing to you ; and I hope 
the fource is fuch, that it will fur- 
nifh more for a future day, viz. 
That the Lord has lately very 
remarkably vilited this part of his 
church with the effufions of the 
divine influences. ‘ There hath 
been fomething more than ufual 
of a ftir, and raifed expectation 
‘among the people, through the 


& 
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aft fummers and.on facramental 
Exfong much appearance of fo- 


demnity and ferious exercife.—_ 
Numbers ..were .added to the. 


church: But nothing very re. 
markable took place, until about 


the laft fabbath in Sept. when 


‘the .Lord’s fupper was adminif. 


tered in a. congregation, called | 
The Three Springs, of.. which. Mr. 
M‘Curdy. is paftor, about twenty | 


miles north of this place... On 


this_occafion, the. Lord began to. 
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work in a powerful manner—ma-- 


ny were awakened, and the exer- 
cife increafed fo, that, on. Mon- 
day evening, the ufual time of 
breaking up, . the people could 
not part, but continued all night, 
and until 11 -or 12 the next day. 
The work was in the fame man- 
ner, as in the ftates of Kentucky, 


Tenefee, and the Carolinas.—_ 


Numbers funk down in their dif- 
trefs, and appeared to be in very 
great concern and anguith of {pi- 
rit. Some few, perhaps five or 
fix, obtained relief and comfort 
before the aflembly was difperfed ; 


and gave ground to hope that. 


they got their reft.en the fure 
foundation. 
{aid time, the facrament was ad- 


_miniftered at Racoon, a congrega- 
tion not far diftant from the for- 


mer, and under the care of Mr. 
Patterfon. By this time, the 
awakening and exercife had con- 
fiderably increafed, and it. was 
a very folemn feafon. Many very 
hardened.and bold finners’ were 
awakened and brought into awful 
diftrefs, ‘The appearances. were 
fuch, that it was thought, proper 
to appoint the laft fabbath in.Oc- 
tober, for an extra meeting and 
communion, A great multitude 


Two. weeks ~after. 


attended on this occafion—Num- 


bers went in waggons, took their 
families and. provifions with them Fe 
and we continued. at the place 


[Fzp, 


‘from Saturday. . until - Tuefday 
morning :——This. was the-Groft« - 


s 


roads, {aid -Mr..M‘Curdy’s other: - 


congregation. . There were. ten - 
ordained. Minifters, and. four Li-. 


ai | 


Aj 


centiates prefent.:. About 7 SQ. 
communed=—The exercife -cOone.* 
tinued day. and. night—-The cries: » 


and.groans of the diftreffed: were. 

almoft,inceffant.. from Saturday. 
evening until we: left the place ;\/ 
and, fometimes,-; to fuch height»: 
that. the public {peaker would ~ 


have to defift. . I believe few -ob- 
tained relief or comfort until Mon- 


day evening, though the number) ? 
of awakened and diftreffed was 


increafing until. that time. On 
Monday we had. fermons at three 


different places, fufficiently. dif- at 
tant from each other to prevent 


difturbance.—One was in. the 
meeting-houfe. 
the affemblies were difmiffed, and 
were endeavoring to difperfe, the 
Great Comforter took poffeffion 
of fome hearts, and their groans 
and cries of diftrefs were changed 


into acclamations -of _praife and 


glory to their. deliverer, -Some 


About the time-™ 


very young were enabled to {peak, 


recommending Chrift, and. invit-~ 


ing and warning finners in a man- 
ner truly aftonifhing. Under this 


means awakenings increafed, and- 


moft piercing cries and groans were 
mingled with the praifes. Thefe 
exercifes, (and when the noife 
would admit of it) prayers and 


exhortations were made byethe . 


minifters—all of which ‘onftitu- 


ted a folemn, awful and pleafing — 


{cene: through the whole night, 


and fometime in the morning. © 
Before we could part, it’ was a- 
greed to. appoint next fabbath as” ” 


another. extra meeting and com-| 


munion.. . Itis. probable ..great 


numbers. will attend, as itis in'a 


very central place—Upper Buffa- 
lo congregation jour ody p 


3803.4] 


Wov.: 18th. Being providen: | 
tially prevented from fending this | 
by the: laftmail, T can now inform” 
you,’ thatl “attended apthe j pro- 
| ercifes, there appeared ‘an unuftial 
Pmoveinent on the minds of many 3 ~ 
Pit was’ fotind afterwards that fe- 
“veral weré hopefully the fubjects | 


pofed meeting on’ laft fabbath ; 


and’ it was a- great and fsa 2 
It is: fuppo! fed;° 
the number which attended was’ 
not lefs than ten thoufand: There} 
were twelve minifters: attended. 
ue faving change. © 
“there are thirty four fouls ; 
“of this ntitaber have lately obtain- 
-ed hopes of ‘an ‘intereft in Chrift. 


meeting indeed: 


We continued’ ‘en’ the ground, 


from Saturday ™ morning ainti 


Tuefday. The number affected 


was great, perhaps upwards” L Gf! 


two thonufand, counting: from’ the 


firft to the laft. “About. “one ‘thou-! 


fand: -were communicants.°° Du- 
ring the two laft. nights, there 


were, [ think, feldom: lefs than, |’ 
from two to three hundred” at | 


once: And of thefe, the Gries 
and* groans “were very affe@ing. 


Toward the latter part of the’ foo | 
lemnity, numbers appeared to eet | 
relief; though few in comparifon 
withrahe number afeaeds The 
diftreffed appeared to have awful’ 
apprehenfions of their fins—Their - 
cries.generally were, Oh !my fins” 
Oh! my hard heart—Oh, what’ 
O oJefus,” 
take ‘away-my hard heart ! But | 


fhall I do. for Chritt ! 


room ‘and time at’ prefent forbid 
enlargement : And in many fheets 


I could not give you ‘any “ade-'' 


quate defcription of the wonderful 
scenes 


Miftonary to New Conneticut, 


dated Anfinburgh, November 


19, “1802. 
IT maybe fatisfaGiory to the 


Truftees and the friends of relic. 


gion in general, to have fome ac- 
count of the apparent, and [-hope, 
real progrefs of “the Redeemer’s 
kingdom in this weltern eountry, 
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ry irreligious family. 
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| The Taf Sabbath in Auguft the 


facramental ” Tapper was adminif- — 


tered at” “Young’s | Town. 


On > 


Monday, near thecclofe of the ex. © 


of ‘genuine awakening, which has: 
fince terminated apparently in a 
In Mefopotamia 
two 


One‘of them aman forty fix years 


of age; whovhas been for many 
“years a univerfalift, and uncom- 
| monly vicious and profane. The 


‘other is a young woman, of a ve- 
May it not 
be faid’ cher hasbeen an awaken- 


‘IngyiIn this place ? 'The firft week 


in September T {pent at Hudfon, 
found a young perfon under feri- 
ous concern 5 found a Stile of 
ferious and hopefully pious peo- 
ple, moftly ‘from the church in 


"Gofhien’ ( Conneticut. ) Here Y 


organized a church, cénfitting of 
fourteen members ; it was a feel 
ing, comfortable time with Chrif- 
tians. The laft Monday in Sép- 
témber, I fat ‘out from No. 2, 
Range 1, for Pittfurg, where 
the Synod of Pittiurg were to 
fit the dnéxe Wednefday. © I at- 
tendéd during the feffion, which 


| continued until Saturday nearly 


Barge of a letter to the Traplees of. 
the Miffonary Society of Connec-. 
ticut, from Rev. Joleph Badger, . 


one o’clock. One important part 
of the bufinefs tranfacted was, 
forming the’Synod into a Miffion- 
ary Society. Their funds are 


- yet {mall, about two hundred dol: 


lars. They fent one of their num- 


ae 


i 


ber, Rev’ J: M‘Farrand, a very. 


refpectable clergyman, ona mil- 
fon for four Sabbaths, into this 
county. ‘There was a letter read 
from Kentucky dated im ‘Auguft, 
by which we learn’the revival 


> eentinues to fpread,~and remark: 
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‘ably to overcome oppofition. In 
‘one inftance, there were about. 
forty young perfons aflembled for 
a ball ; ‘foon after they got toge- 
‘ther, one of then fpoke of gomg 
home’ ;~ he was afked, why he 
~wouldigo home 3~he frankly told 
them he thought they were doing 
‘wrong’’s at’ this, numbers were 
ftruck: swith’: ferious’ refleCtions, 
and) inflead of profecuting their 
dance * they went ‘to praying 
‘and’ finging’ hymns, - Theyfpent 
the time ‘they “had allotted for 
dancing, ‘ in- ‘religious’ éxercifes, 
‘and 'tweaty’ feven of their number 
were ferioufly awakened ‘at that 
time. fn aS 
-. Nearthe end of the feffionof the 
‘Synod, the minifters were called 
‘upon to relate, if any thing had 
taken place worthy of attention, 
Jately among their people. 
M‘Curdy, paftor of two ‘congre- 

‘ gations, one in Pennfylvania, cal- 
ted the Crofs Roads congregation; 
and the other in Virginia, the 
‘Three Springs congregatian, a- 
bout forty fix miles fouth of this 
county, gave the following rela- 
tion, of a remarkable attention 
which began in his congregations, 
on Monday of that week. “On 
« the lait fabbaththe Lord’s fupper 
“was adminiftered in’ the ‘Three 
* Springs congregation ; there 
* was a great degree of coldnefs 
* complained of among Chriftians, 
‘and-apparently, great -ftupidity 
“and inattention through the af- 
“fembly until near the clofe of 
«the exercifes:'on Monday, when 
“there > appeared  confiderable 
* movement on the:minds of ma- 
“ny. After theoaflembly were 
« dilmiffed, Mr. Marcus and Mr. 
« Brice’ took their “leave {thefe 
* were two affifting minifters) and 
as ol fuppofed “went away; I 
* went into the congregation and 
‘began’ converfing’ with thofe 


Mr. | 
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“who were in diftrefs.. The peo- 
“ple made no movement to go a- 
“ way. Some collected and fang 
«hymns, others were in too great 
“ anguith of foul for fach exercife. . 
‘ Mr. Brice, on taking leave,’ im- 
* mediately fat off for home. Mr. 
‘Marcus delaying a little, per- 
‘ceived an uncommon movement 
“among the ‘people, and thought 
“it would not be ‘prudent’ for 
*them'to go away, mounted his 
‘horfe and rode after Mr. Brice 
‘and called him back. We fpent 
«the reft of the day, the night, 
‘and until. eleven o’clock on 
* Tuefday with the people. There 
“was through this time fuch 
© feenes of diftrefs as exceeded any 
‘ defcription. There were about 
‘50 perfons whofe bodily ftrength 
S was fo overcome; as rendered 
“them incapable’ ef fupporting 
«themfelves ; they fell to the 
* ground, expreffing their diftrefs 
‘in greans and cries for mercy. 
© At eleven o’clock on Tuefday, 
‘the people were prevailed upon 
* to difperfe, and we camé on our 
‘way to attend the Synod.’ 
The above is the fubftance of Mr. 
M‘Curdy’s relation before the 
Synod. A few minutes after the 
Synod adjourned, we were inform- 


ed, ‘that at the Crofs Road meet- 


ing houfe, there was a méeting 
for prayer, held by the people, 
on ‘Thurfday evening, at which 
time, the awakening influences of 
divine truths were powerfully felt, 
many cried out, and were incapa- 
ble of fupporting themfélves ; the 
meeting continued all night. 

Mr. James Hughs, Mr. Wick 
and myfelf determined to go and 


{pend the fabbath in that congre- 


gation, with Mr. M‘Curdy ; ‘we 
arrived with the'‘people who wére 
affembling at the’ tent,’ near the 
meeting houfe, as there were ma- 
ny more than could be actommo- 
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dated in the houfe. » Mr, Hughs | foul-deftroying nature. They ap- 
preached an.excellent fermon ; I | peared to have very juit views of 
then preached... The exercifes | themfelves, as totally finful, and 


were about four hours and an half 
without. intermiffion—the people 
were very folemn, and. many in 
deep diftrefs, but none cried out. 
Tt was too late for a third. fermon 
by day light ; it was propofed at 
candle-lighting to have one in: the 
meeting houle. We repaired to 
the houfe for worfhip at that time, 
and found the houfe fo full, that it 
was difficult getting through the 
aifle ; they had. fome of them 
been finging hymns—as we enter- 
ed the houfe, a perfon, near one 
end of the houfe, cried out and be- 
came helplefs.. The public exer- 
cifes pretty foon began... Mr. 
Wick preached, there was great 
_folemnity, and many appeared 
under deep diftrefs of foul ;. four 
other perfons in the. courfe of the 
evening cried out, two of which I 
had opportunity to be near to, 
and paid particular. attention to 
their fituation. Their groans and 
cries indicated deep anguifh of 
foul ; but moft of the time, for 
four hours, they very nearly. re- 
fembled perfons who have juit ex- 
pired, froma ftate of full ftrength ; 
for confiderable time pulfation 
could not be perceived, their 
limbs were wholly unftrung, and 
refpiration fcarcely perceptible ; 
yet they retained their reafon, and 
hknew what was faid within their 
hearing... Their ftrength return- 
ed gradually—they firlt opened 
their eyes and looked on thofe a- 
round them—anfwered queftions 
with a very feeble, low. voice, at 
length fat up partly fupported by 
another. ft converfed with them, 
and inquired the occafion of their 
diftrefs ; they told me it was the 


apprehenfion they had of the-fin- | 


fulnefs of their fins, as committed 


againft a Holy God; and their | 


foal 


that their falvation muit be, if ever 
they were faved, by fovereign 
grace... They both obtained 
hopes. There were five minifters, 
with about five hundred people, 
whe continued through the night 
in the meeting houfe. ‘There was 
nothing appeared like: diforder— 
people were univerfally folemnized, 
and many could not hide their 
diftrefs, yet kept from making a 
noife excepting what efcaped 
with their fobs and.tears. Near 
fun rifing the aflembly difperfed. 
We took breakfaft ; after which 
I rode with Mr. M‘Curdy and 
Mr. Hughs, to the Three Springs 
congregation, ten miles, to attend 
a meeting there. About four 
hundred people came together- 
Mr. Hughs. preached an excellent 
fermon,.on the nature of fin and 
the wages of it. You would 
fearce fee an eye but what was 
fixed on the fpeaker, on the 
ground, or drowned in tears ; and 
fome with the fobs of a wounded 


conf{cience difcovered theirdiftrefs... 


When the afflembly was difmil- 


fed, feveral were unable to retire, 


and were carried away by their 
friends. In this place there was 
an old man, in his 193d year, awa- 
kened ; his bodily ftrength and 
mental powers, were like thofe of 
about 60. The next day was the 
time of general concert. I tarried 
and preached here, the other min- 
ifters went to other places. This 
day wasalfo, as we hope, a day 
of God’s power. Six young. peo- 
ple came from over the Ohio, from 
fome diftance, tofee what ftrange 
work was here—one of them, was 


made to feel herfelf in very dif" 


trefling circumftances, before fer- 
mon was half through. Anda 


young man whe had come with. 
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a ftout heart, not intending to be 
moved, was alarmed from his 


fecurity near the clofe of the fer-. 


mon. After feveral prayers were 
made and hymns fung, in regard 
to the concert, I advifed the peo- 
ple to retire, to which they then 
agreed. I was invited to go home 
with one of the elders of the 
church. The fix young perfons 
mentioned before, with ten or 
twelve others, came in to fpend 


the evening, and fuch an evening | 


rc 


T never faw before. The depray- 
ity of the heart, the obligations 
finners are under to repent, the 
fovereignty of God in giving re- 
pentance and remiffion . of fins, 
were the fubjeéts converfed on ; 
feveral prayers were made and 
hymns fung. There was nothing 


terrifying held up to view in re- 


gard to hell or the torments of 
the 
who had comfortable hopes, were 
tefrefhed and much overcome with 
views of the glory of Chriit’s 
kingdom, others were overcome 
with a deep fenfe of their ruined 
ftate as finners; at one time, there 
were ten of this little aflembly un- 
able to fupport themfelves,. for 
feveral hours. The other four 
young perfons, who came to fee 
the ftrange work, were awakened 
thisevening. It was four o’clock 
in the morning before’ we could 
retire to reft. The next day I 
rode about twelve. miles, and 
preached again tonearly 400 peo- 
ple, affembled in the woods, and 
in a neighborhood, where there 
was never preaching before ; this 
alfo was a folemn time; ma- 
ny appeared~ deeply concerned, 


- Donations to the Miffion 
From Benj. Beecher, a lot of, Land in 
From Daniel Read, New-Haven, 100 
From Doétor Trumbull, avails of his Sermons, 


Avails of Conneticut 
From a friend of Miffions, , 
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damned, yet while fome 
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and one perfon fell and cried out ; 
—two other minifters were pref- 


-ent—after the aflembly were dif. 


miffed, they tarried nearly half of 
them, until the fun was down, in- 
quiring what they fhould do. if 
was informed by Mr. Marcus that 
on Tuefday, the awakening was 
vilible with a number in his con- 
I this evening rode 
about 5 milesto Mr. M‘Curdy’s 
and lodged—Took my leave in 
the morning, and returned to 
Warren by the fabbath, where 
I had appointed to preach. I 
have-fince heard that the work 
is rapidly fpreading in thofe parts. 


POETRY. 


COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL, 
Prayer for the prefence of God in bis boufe. 


1. F TOW greatly bleft, O Lord, are. 
they, 

Who dwell around thy throne above ; 

Who {pend a calm, eternal day 

In reft’and peace and perfec love ! 

2. Yet not thofe heav’nly hofts alone, 

Tranfported fee thy fmiling face : | 

On ea:th thou mak’ thy glory known, 

On earth ‘thy children tafte thy grace. 

3- Within thy houfe, O Lord our God, 

Cloth’d in, fweet majefty appear ; 

Make this a place of thine abode, 

And fhed thy choiceft bleflings here. 

4. When we thine awful feat furround, 


‘Thy Spirit with thy word impart, 


And Jet thy gofpel’s joyful found 

With pow’r divine reach ew’ry heart. 

5- Here let the blind their fight obtain, 

Here give the broken fpirit. reft : 

Let Jets here triumphant reign, 

Enthron’d in.ev’ry yielding breaft. 

6. Here let the voice of facred joy 

And humble fupplication rife, 

Till higher-ftrains our tongues employ, 

In realms of blifs beyond the flies: 
PHILANDER.. 
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An Addrefs from the 'TRusTEEs 
or THE Misstonary SOCIE- 
ty oF Connecticut ¢o the 
Minifters and people of the flat: : 

| With a Narrative on the fubjeG 
of Miffions, and a ftatement of 
the Funds of the Society, for the 
year 1802. 


(Continued from p. 308.) 


BOUT the firft of Decem- 
ber, the Rev. Wm. F. Mil- 
ler returned froma miffion of four 
months to the northern part of 
Vermont, and the fettlements on 
the weft fide of Lake Champlain. 
‘The following extra& from. his 
journal exhibits a general view of 
his miffionary labors : ; 
«¢ While on my miffion, which 
* confifted: of 16 weeks and four 
‘days, I rode 1088 miles ; for- 
‘med 2 churches ; adminiftered 
the facrament of the Lord’s fup- 
‘ per 9 times ; preached 135 fer- 
‘ mons ; attended 7 public confer- 
“* ences ; {pent feveral half days, 
“in vifiting perfons under deep 
«conviction of fin ; vifited one 
“¢ fchool and ‘catechized the chil- 
* dren ; admitted:30 perfons into 
* churches; and baptized 6 adults, 
and 81 children, of profeffedly 
Vor. TH. No. 9. 
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‘ believing parents. The fermons 
‘ were preached in the following 
¢ counties: In Vermont, Ben- 
‘nington 2, Rutland 26, Addi 
‘fon 13, Chittendon 22, and 
¢ Franklin 27 ; in New-York 
‘ ftate, Effex 23, and Clinton 22. 
‘ Both of the churches were for- 
« med in the ftate of New-York ; 
‘one in Jay, a town lying back 
“upon the mountains, on the river 
‘ Sables, in the county of Effex, 
‘ confifting of 14 members ; the 
‘other in the little Chazee river 
“fettlement, in the county of 
‘Clinton, confifting of 8 mem- 
‘bers. In both thefe fettlements, 
‘ the minds of the people appeared 
“to be very tender aid deeply 
‘ impreffed, during my preaching 
‘with them, and exhibited the 
‘ promifing appearance of a revival 
‘in religion. The Lord’s fupper 
‘was adminiftered in Middle- 
‘ town, Caftleton, Charlotte, Ef+ 
© fex, F@irfield and ‘Georgia in 
¢ Vermont, and in Pleafant Valley, 
‘ Jay and the Great Chazee fettle- 
‘ment in New-York. 

«« J vifited every fettlement in 
¢ the county of Clinton, and eve- 
¢ry one in Effex county, except 
«the town of Crown Point, which 


ps 
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-* been added. 
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‘was fupplied with a preacher. 
¢ There are but few inhabitants in 
“thefe two counties, and thofe 
* verymuch fcattered. Excepting 
« the towns of Jay and Chattegee, 


© which lie back from the Lake, } 


« there is but one range of towns, 
¢ which extend about 20.milés m- 
«land from the Lake. A great 
* tract of country is here opening 
* for fettlement, which will fhortly 
«very much enlarge the field for 
* miffionary labors. 

«Tho? the enemy is coming in 
* like a flood, the great Redeemer 
«has come to Zion, and is lifting 
“up a flandard againit him. In 
¢ the north part of Fairfield, Ver- 
* mont, there is fome appearance 
* of agood work begun; in Pitts- 
‘ ford, there isa confiderable revi- 
‘val, and in Welt Rutland, the 
‘minds of the young people are 
‘ deeply imprefied with religion. 
« It will be noticed I preached a 
‘great number of times in the 
“county of Rutland. Some may 


* think this was not needy mif- 


*fionary ground. But at this 
* critical. time, fo far as I can 
“judge, the affiiftance given the 
‘ churches in this county was the 
« moft needed of any part of my 


“© miffionary labors; and has been 
ry 


* the moft productive of good. It 
* has apparently, by the bleffing of 


°* God, been miftrumental’ to the 
~* hopeful coaverfion of feveral per- 


* fons 5 given light and comfort to 
* others in a moft feafonable time ; 
‘and peaceably confirmed the 
«churches in the important doe- 
* trines of the gofpel. The reviv- 
‘al of religion has, the prefent 
* feafon, been greater in Caftleton 
‘than in any othe town. The 
* church has doubled in numbers. 
* 10 were added to the church be- 
€ fore my arrival and 20 have fince 


«the expenie, the donations from 
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‘the county, of Rutland to the 
‘ Miffionary Society have more 
‘than compenfated for the time 


‘fpent there. In fhort, the peo- 
© ple of Vermont have nearly paid 


‘ for the whole of that part of my 
‘ miffion which was fpent in the 


“¢ ftate, including all the time of 


‘travelling there and returning 
¢ home. 
« JT have been treated with 


© great kindnefs by the people in 


‘ the new fettlements. ‘They feel- 
‘ingly expreffed their gratitude 
* to the Miffionary Society and to 
‘the inhabitants of Conneéticut, 
‘for all they have done for them 
‘in the fupport of mifiions ; and 
“as a-proof of the fincerity of their 
‘ profeffions, have fent their cheer- 
“ ful contributions, to afiift in fup- 
‘ porting a fociety fo evangelical 
“in its nature, and fo produGtive 
‘ of good’ to the world.” 
Mr. Miller confirms the ac- 
counts given by former Miffion- 
aries refpeéting the religious ftate 
of the fettlements which he vifited. 
The people are much’ divided in 
their fentiments, which prevents 
their uniting to fupport the ftated 
preaching of the gofpel.. In many 
places, infidel and loofe principles 
are fait gaining ground ; and er- 
rorifts and falfe teachers are’ per- 
verting the minds of the people 
from the important doétrines. of 
the gofpel. The labors of zealous 


-and pious Miffionaries, under the 


blefiing of God, will have a great 
influence in checking the growth 
of error, and in promoting the 
caufe of truth, Its hoped there- 
fore that as the call for miffionary 
fervices increafes, by the rapid in- 
creafe of the new fettlements, the 
charitable contributions of. the 
people of this fate will propor- 
tionably increafe.. ‘The caufe is 


With refpeét tov} a glorious one, and in no one more 


profitable way. can the affluent 
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fpend a part of that wealth which 
divine Providence has beftowed 
upon them. ee 

Latt winter the Rev. Solomon 
Morgan went on a miffion of nine 


weeks to the north=weftern part of 


Vermont. He preached 50 fer- 
mons, attended 6 conferences, ad- 
mitted 5 perfons into churches, 
and converfed with many people 
under ferious concern of mind. 
To him as well as to other Miffi- 
onaries rhuch gratitude was ex- 
prefled by the fteady, judicious 
part of the inhabitants, for the ex- 


ertions made in Connecticut in| 


fupport of miffions to the new fet- 
tlements. 

The Rev. Alexander Gillet, in 
the courfe of the year, performed 
a miffion of 16 weeks, in. the 
. ftate of Vermont. The follow- 
ing is extracted from his journal : 
<¢ In this tour J have rode about 
1050 miles 5 vifited about 50 
* towns; preached 120 fermons— 
‘in the counties of Rutland, Ad- 
« difon, . Chittendon, Franklin, 
« Orleans and Caledonia ;. and 
* generally after le€ture made a 
‘ number of folemn obfervations 
‘to enforce the truth difpentfed, 
« which appeared to have a good 
effe&. I have.attended a num- 
ber of conferences; examined 
and admitted 11 perfons into 
church communion ;, baptized 4 
adults and 30 children ; and ad- 
miniftered the Lord’s fupper 5 
times, befides vifiting the fick, &c. 

«¢ | have:generally been receiv- 
ed with kindnefs, and. treated 
with refpeGt, as a minifter of 
« Chrift.. ‘Lhe. people collected 
© beyond expeGtation to attend 
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< leétures on week days ; and they | 


¢ in general met on the fabbath.- 
«¢ In moft of the places where I 
‘ preached, a certain folemnity 
< appeared on the countenances of 
«the affembly, indicating that 
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‘fomething uncommon impreffed 
‘ their minds, and influenced them 
‘to give attention to the word ; 
‘tho’ perhaps no /pecial influences 
‘ might. operate among them. In 
‘thofe towns.where the fpirit. of 
¢ God operated the lait feafon, the 
‘ awakening appeared on the_de- 
‘cline. However.a precious fruit 
remains.. The people flocked 
to meeting ; and I had anum- 
‘ber of folemn, affecting inter- 
views with them. Many re- 
gretted their deftitute fituation, 
and wifhed for good faithful 
minifters to break the ‘bread of 
life to them and thew children. 
They exprefied their gratitude 
to. the benevolent. people of 
Connecticut, for their Liberal con- 
tributions for the -fupport of mii- 
fions s.to the Miffionary Soci- 
ety, ;, to the Board of Truttees ; 
and to myfelf for my vift and 
labors among them ; and they 
begged the continuance of miffi- 
onary favors. 

«© J could not but-remark, that 
the flate of _ thofe- fettlements 
which. I vifited, .is im general » 
much bettered from what it was 
in my miffonary tours in the 
years 1797 and 1798... The 
good effects of miffionary exer- 
tions are clearly vilible.  Be- 
fides the late revival of religion 
in fundry places, a fenfe of the 
importance of the gofpel has, 
within afew years, greatly in- 
creafed, The habitants appear 
much more fenfible of the falu- 
tary tendency of the Miffion- 
ary Societies to reform felfifh 
man. 

«¢ In feveral towns they are de- 
firous of fettling minifters ; and 
in others are prevented by an 
unhappy difunion in fentiment 
and by the influence of falfe 
teachers. Hence the manifeft 
importance of fending good, able 
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« Miffionaries into thofe parts, and 
*to have fome on the ground as 
‘ conftantly as circumftances may 
«admit. This might be of fingu- 
«lar fervice to fupport the faith- 
‘ ful, confirm the doubting, and 
“counteraGt the fatal poifon of 
‘ thofe floods of error and delu- 
‘ fion with which fo many towns 
‘ are harraffed. 

«« The people would contribute 
‘more liberally were it not for the 
« fearcity of money; or could they 
* do it in grain or fomething which 
‘ their farms produce. Some may 
“ obje& to fending Miffionaries to 
* the new fettlements; but every 
“candid mind muft fee that the 
« donations made to the Miffionary 
© Society are not thrown away. 
¢ Divine Providence hasmadethem 
‘the means of a good which ma- 
“ ny will celebrate in the prefence 
¢ of God and the Lamb. May: 
* the fhowers of divine grace be 
© more abundant and efficacious on 
‘ all attempts to {pread the gofpel 
© of our Lord Jefus Chrifl !”? 

The Rev. Yobn Willard, jun. 
is now laboring as a Miffionary in 
the fettlements adjacent to Con- 
necticut river, in the northern parts 
of the flates of New-Hamphhire 
and Vermont. 

The Rev. Samuel Leonard, it 
is {uppofed, is iterating in the 
north-weftern part. of Vermont. 
From the two lait mentioned Mif- 
fionaries, no particular accounts 
have been received. 

During the year, there have 
been performed about.250 weeks 
miffionary fervices, in the new fet- 
tlements, which is 30 weeks. more 
than in any preceding year. The 
expenfe to the Society for thefe 
fervices is about 1600. Dollars, 
Befides this, 510 Dollars have 
been paid to Mr. Bacon, Miffionary 
to the Indians, and 2co; Dollars 
have been appropriated for the 


Miffionary Society of Connedicut. 
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purchafe of books to be diftri. 


buted in the new fettlements. 
Thefe fums, together with fome 


‘{mall bills for printing, ftationary 


and poftage make the expenfes of 
the fociety for the year about. 
2350 Dollars.. 

But notwithftanding the ex- 
penditures have been feveral hun- 
dred dollars more this year than 
in any preceding, the Truftees are 
happy to have it in their power 
to inform the minifters. and peo- 
ple of the ftate, that the dona- 
tions to the Society have alfo been. 
more liberal ; fo that on the whole 
the funds, inftead of diminifhing, 
have increafed. It will appear 
by the Treafurer’s report, annexed 
to this narrative, that the contri- 
butions laft May exceeded thofe 
of former years, and that many- 
handfome donations have been 
made to the Society, and many: 
contributions have been received’ 
from the new fettlements.. From’ 
various fources the permanent fund 
has arifen to the amount of about 
4380 Dollars; and from the avails 
of the Conneticut. Evangelical 
Magazine,* when the payments 
are made, a confiderable acceffion 
will accrue to thisfund. A fecond 
Edition of the Hartford Seleétion 
of Hymns has been lately printed, 
which, it is hoped, will produce 
fomething to augment the funds 
of the Society. From the liberal 
contributions and donations made 
to the Society the paft year, itis 
evinced that the miffionary caufe 
is: deemed important. The Trutt- 
ees return their fincereft’ thanks 
to thoie who have-thus generouf- 
ly contributed; and in’ behalf of 


* Since this Narrative was prepared 


| for the prefs, the publithers of the Mag- 


azine have made a payment to the 
Treafurer, of 840 Dollars, which in- 
creafes the permanent fund to about 
§200 Dollars. 
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the deftitute inhabitants of the 
' newand vacant fettlements, at the 
northward and weftward, folicit 
the continuance of fuch charita- 
ble donations. Notwithftanding 
they now have on hand a confi- 
derable fum of money, it is pre- 
fumed that when the good people 
of the ftate take into confideration 
that the field for miffionary labors 
is daily becoming more and more 
extenfive, they will not flacken 
their hand ; but be difpofed to 
contribute ftill more and more a- 
bundantly of their earthly fub- 
ftance, for the promotion of 
truth, the fpread of the gofpel 
and the enlargement of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom. 

For the greater fecurity of the 
property intrufted to theircare,and 
. for the better management of the 
concerns of the Miflionary Society 
of ConneSticut, the Truftees, by 
direétion of faid Society, applied 
to the Legiflature of the flate, at 
their feffion in Odtober latt, for 
an Aét.of Incorporation. ‘Their 
memorial was granted, andan AG 
paffed vetting the prefent Board. 
of Truftees and their fucceffors in 
office with ample corporate pow- 
ers; as will be feen by the Ac& 
prefixed to this Addrefs... This 
is. a favorable circumflance, as it 
will tend to give permanency to 
the Society, increafe its refpecta- 
bility, induce people the more 
readily to contribute to the en- 
largement. of its funds and thus 
enable the Truftees to fend: out 
annually ‘a greater. number of 
Miffionaries... | 

 The-T'ruftees.are happy to ob- 
ferve that the. miffionary fpirit, 
both in. Europe.and America, is 
increafing.’ “New Societies are 
forming 3’ and more general exer- 
tions are now making than at any 
former, period to, . difleminate 
Chriftian knowledge. With what 
fuccefs thefe exertions will be 
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. attended muft be lef to him 
“¢ who turneth the hearts of men 
as the rivers of water are turned.’ 
As he has given to his people a 
difpofition to make fuch exertions, 
there is great reafon to hope he 
will caufe them to iffue in a more 

-univerfal diffufion’ of Chriftian 
knowledge and true piety than 
the world hasyet been bleffed with. 

For a particular aecount of the 
labors of Mr. Bacon, Miffionary to 
the Indians, the Truftees refer 
to the Connecticut Evangelical 
Magazine ; particularly toa letter 
from him publifhed in the Maga- 
zine for October laft. His. having 
failed of fuccefs in his firft attempt 
with the Indians fhould not dif- 
hearten thofe who with for the 
fpread of the gofpel among the 
Heathen. Ged requires his peo- 
ple to ufe their utmoft efforts to 
enlarge the kingdom of his dear 
Son, but has referved to himfelf 
the trme when thofe efforts. thall 
prove fuccefsful. 

It 1s probable Mr. Bacon is now 
vifiting fome of the more north- 
weftern tribes, where there is 
reafon to believe he will meet with 
fewer obftacles, and that he will 
find the Indians more difpofed to 
liften to the important truths of 
Chriftianity. While there is any 
profpeGt of fuccefs, the Truftees 
cannotabandonfoimportant an ob- 
ject as the converfion of the Ame« 
rican Indianstothe Chriftian faith ; 
nor can they relinguifh the hope 
that God, in anfwer to the prayers 
of his people, will finally open a 
door for the accomplifhment of 
this objet. © Be that as it’ may, 
the importunate prayers and alms 
of good people, their difinterefted 
and perfevering ‘exertions;to ga- 
ther the perifhing nations of their 
fellow: men unto Suitex, will 
afeend. up as a: memorial before 
the Lord, and will be a. {weet 
favor in Chrift, whether they fhall 
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be faved or whether they fhall per- 
ith. Befides, this will do fuch ho- 
nor to Chriftianity and to the fin- 
eerity of its profeffors, and exhibit 
fuch a confiftency of chara¢ter, as 
etherwife could never have been 
done. A confcioufnefs of this, 
will give to thofe who have pray- 
ed, “ Thy kingdom come, and 
thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven,’ and have employed 
their money, labors and influence 
for its advancement, a pleafure 
in life and death, which no wealth, 
no worldly confiderations nor en- 
joyments could ever afford. Will 
not this, through the merits and 
merty of the Redeemer, give a 
luftre to their crown, and joy to 
their hearts forever in his prefence, 
which no language can defcribe 
nor heart conceive ? 

From the accounts exhibited in 
this and the preceding narratives, 
it appears, that for a term of a- 
bout’ ten years, the gofpel ‘has 
been preached, through the influ- 
ence and charity of the people of 
this ftate, to the new and vacant 
fettlements forming in the wilder- 
nefs, through an extent of coun- 
try larger than all New-England : 
‘That many churches have been 
gathered unto Jefus Chrift ; that 


a foundation has been laid, by the | 


Miffionaries, for the formation of 
others ; and that through their la- 
bors great additions have been 
made to feveral other churches 
which were previoufly formed ; 
that a large number of adults have 
received the Chriftian faith and 
been baptized by them, befides 
hundreds of © children. © Many 
hundreds, in a judgment of ra- 
tional charity, have been added 


unto the Lord, among whom.are . 


numbers, who once were the moft 
bitter and violent oppofers of the 


gofpel, and of all the benevolent | 


dlefigns of the Miffionary Society. 
The facrament of the Lord’s fup- 
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per has been, in numerous inftan- | 
ces, adminiftered to large bodies 
of Chriftians, and their hearts 
have been made glad in the Lord. 
The fabbath has been fanGified 
in families, in congregations and’ 
through confiderable traGts of 
country, where otherwife it would 
have been profaned and forgotten 
had it not been for the faithful 
labors of Miffionaries. The fanc- 
tuary of the Lord is honored, and 
his worfhip devoutly © attended, 
where otherwife he would have 
been forgotten. ~The hearts of 
many thoufands have been made 
glad ; mourners have’ been in- 
ftruéted, comforted and edified ; 
the heart of the mournful widow 
and of the fatherlefs have been 
made to fing, and thanksgivings, 
in great abundance, have redound- 
ed unto the name of the Lord.” 
The miffionary bufinefs has now ° 
obtained a confiftency and regu-— 
larity, and by the incorporation of 
the Truftees-of the fociety, fuch- 
a itability is given to it, and fuch 
a foundation is laid for its ex- 
tenfive future ufefulnefs as it never 
before enjoyed. Thefe circum- 
flances, with the fmiles of divine 
Providence, which have fo mani- 
feitly attended the caufe¥rom its 
commencement, the Truftees im- 
agine, exhibit fuch motives for fu- 


| ture charity and exertions, as will 


powerfully influence all good peo- 
ple, draw forth their charity into 
lively and pratical exercife, en- 
gage their fervent and. united 
prayers, their harmonious and 
vigorous exertions to fupport, and 
more effectually to carry into ex 
ecution, the charitable and noble 
defigns which they have fo: hap- 

pily begun. * 

Joun Teeapweun, Chairman. 
Pafled by the Board of Truftees, 
January 6th, 1803. * 
Attteft, “Abel Flint, Secretary. 
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A STATEMENT 


OF THE FUNDS OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY: 
OF CONNECTICUT. 


Wo: 1. 


ACCOUNT of Monies contributed in the Jeveral Congregational Societies 


in the State of Connedicut, for the fupport of 


Sabbath in May 1802, 


Miffions, on the firft 


purfuant to a Refolve of the General Affem- 


bly of faid State, pafed May 1801. 


HartTrorD Counry. 


Hartford, North Society, 
South Do. 
Weit Divifion, 
Berlin, Kenfington, 
New Britain, 
2. Worthington, 
Briftel, Cambridge, 
£982 - Weft. Britain; : 
Eaft Hartford, Firft Society, 


Orford, 
‘Eat Windfor, Firft Society, 
Second Do. 
Enfield, ; 
Farmington, Firft Society, 
- Northington, 
Glaitenbury, Firft Society, 
Eaftbury, 


Granby, Salmon Brook, 
Turkey Hills, 
Hartland, Eaft Society, 
Weft Do. 
Southington, 
Suffield, Firft Society, 
Wett Society, 
Symfbury, Firft Society, 
» Weft Symibury, 
Wethersfield, Firft Society, 
Newington, 
Stepney, 
Firft Society, 


Windfor, 
Wintonbury, 


New-Haven County. 
New-Haven, Welt Society, 
Eranford, Firft Society, 
North Branford, 
Firft Society, 
Columbia, 
Derby, Firft Society, 

Great Hill, 
FEaft-Haven, 

Guilford, Firft Society, 
Eat Guilford, 
North. Des 


Chehhire, 


dD. ¢. 
Sr 4 
23 
30 


Hamden, Mount Carmel, 20%. 
Eaft Plains, 6 
Milford, Firft Society, ee: 
Second Do, 20 24 
“North Haven, 19 30 
Oxford, 6 93 
Wallingford, Firft Society, 4 59 
Meriden, 4 34 
Waterbury, Firft Society, 13 38 
Salem, 12 25 
Middlebury, EE 
Woodbridge, Amity, If 
Bethany, 4 
Wolcott, IO 
365 95 


New-Lonpon Country. 


New-Lendon, 3% 22 
Norwich, Firft Society, 36 29 
Chelfea, IQ 17 
Bozrah, 6 Z 
Colchefter, Weft, Chefter, rz 
Marlborovgh, ‘ Logos 
Franklin, Il 27 
Lifbon, Newent, 12 28 
Hanover, 4 79 
Lyme, Firft Society, IO 38 
North Quarter, 5 56 
Montville, Firft Society, 16 
Prefton, Firft Society, I5 
North Do. 47 4% 
Stenington, Firft Society, 4°50 
25X 8x 
FarrFizLp Country. 
Fairfield, Firft Society, Ye. 
Green’s Farms, II 34r 
Danbury, Firft Society, 18 65 
Bethel, 4 66 
Greenwich, Firft Society, 38. 65 
Huntington, Ripton, 14 59 


New Stratford, i 


New Canaan, 26 
New Fairfield, Firft Society, a 
Second Do. 8 6x 
Norwalk, Firft Society, RW pees 
Reading, IO 73 
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Stamford, Firft Society, 
North Stamford, 
Stanwich, 

Stratford, Firft Seciety, 
Stratfield, 

‘Trumbull, 

Wefton, Wilton, 

North Fairfield, 


* 


Winpsam County. 


Windham, Firft Society, 
Scotland, 
Athford, Firit Society, 
Eaftford, 
Welitford, 
Brooklyn, 
Canterbury, Weftminfter, 
‘Hampton, 
Lebanon, Firft Seciety, 
Crank, 
Gothen, 
Exeter, 
Mansfield, Firft Society, 
North Do. 
Plainfield, 
Pomfret, Firft Society, 
Abington, 
Thompfon, 
Woodftock, Firft Soriety, 
Muddy Brook, 


Lircuritirp Country. 


Litchfield, Firft Society, 
South Farms, 

Barkhempfted, Firft Society 

Bethlem, 

Canaan, Firft Society, 
North Do, 

Colebrook, 

Gothen, 

Harwington, 

Kent, 

New Hartford, 

Norfolk, 

Plymouth, 

Roxbury, 

Salifbury, 


Hartrorp County, 
New-Haven, do. 
New-Lonpon,do.' . . . 
FairFi£LD, do, 
Winpyam, — do. 
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25 | Sharon, Firft Society, 
8 12 | Sonthbury, Firft Society, 4 
13 South Britain, 14 15 
8 Torrington, Firft Society, = 25 | 
7 33 Torringford, 31 26 
g 12 | Warren, 25 S54 
5 89 | Wathington, Firf Society, 27 33 
ro 69 New Prefton, ERT 
———— | Watertown, 25 52 
278 44 | Winchetter, | 20. '4 
Woodbury, 19 85 
10 25 ty ra 
5 83 719 89 
$ ax Mippiesex Country. 
2 46 | Middletown, Firft Society, 10 8& 
5 12 Upper Houfes, 7 66 
423 Weitfield, 319 
3 65 | Haddam, I2 40 
31 13 | Chatham, Firft Society, 9 34 
54 79 Middle Haddam, 4 43 
2x 17 | Durham, : 21 34 
6 15 | Eaft Haddam, Firft Society, 14°30 
_ 9 25 Millington, 10 50 
23 Hadlyme, 9 
9 90 | Killingworth Firft Society, 5 
12 23 North Do. 36°92 
8 50 | Saybrook, Firft Society, 13 6 
12 Second Do. ~3x8 38 
8 22 Third Do. 3 68 
9 95 Fourth Do. 7 17 
149 a 
167 2 
255 4 ToLtanp Counry. 
Tolland, r5 84 
45. 37 | Bolton, Firft Society, 5$ 
22 Second Do. g9 % 
6 66 | Coventry, Firft Society, 18 42 
32 50 Second Do. II 32 
15 61 Andover, 16 
12 80 ! Ellington, 19 
20 42 | Hebron, Fir Society, 13 51 
100 30 Gilead, 9 25 
22 50 }. Somers, 16 76 
17 43 | Stafford, Firft Society, 5 60, 
A] 7X Wet Stafford, 4 1% 
70 Willington, A 25 
12 8g 
13 78 198 9 
sr 6 
SUMMARY. 
p. ¢.{ Lircurrerp, do. . . . 719 89 
749.9% | Mrppiesex, do, . . . .367 2 
365 95 | Toutanp, Goi th ros. 
251 81 5 pee SS 
278 44 2,986 16 


© 455 4 
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& UNDS of the Society arifi ing 2 fri other Sources than the Contribuc 


tions in May 1802... 


+ 


ae yg 
ys 


ican Gonpeares, in New Settlements, viz. 
1802. a 


Fan. 7. Yo Rev. David Higgins, : 3 3 5 rg 66 
pa EG: “Rev. Jedidiah Bufbnell, -° a 49 127 7 
er Rev. Job Swift, 5 " A 7 IL 
April 2%. Rev. Solomon Morgan, 3 : : 6 
Auguft 26. Mr, Hezekiah May, 6 & e x76 
Sept. 17. Rev, Alexander Gillet, ie ls : 9 54 
28. Mr. James W. Woodward, - 5 AL 29 
Dew 13. Rev. William ¥. Miller, B a * 60 23 


“fan. 7. | Avails of Con. Evan. Magazine, -.. ..., 611-932 


May 10. Do. _ of Doctor Trumbull’s Sermons, § TO 34 
Fuly 14. Do. Do. : 6 6 50 
Auguft 26. Do. Hartford’ Hymns, oh eh ‘ 20 


Maye, nes by Sundry Individuals, viz. 

Fan .¥9. ‘Rey Lathrop Thompfon, Vermont, : 7] 
' May» 6. Solemon Goodell; Jamaica, Vermont, : 20 
74. Auguftus’Phompfon, Gofhen, «© |. s 20 

- Samuel Hillhonfe, Do. bo 3 : 6 50 
21. Hon, John Davenport, jun. Efq. . + FOO 
25. Wrael Kelfey, of Middletown, 5 . “I 
Gune , . Rey. George Colton, Bolton, 5 5 30 
28. -Solomion Goodell, Jamaica, . Vermont, é roo 
Fely x14. Rev. Samuel Nott, Franklin, . “Fetes age) 
¢ > Dostor Jofhya Lothrop, Norwich, . eee LOO. 

Sept. 14. Daniel Root, Franklin, New-York; yee ey pie} 


Odo. 12. Obadiah Gore; Shethequin, Penn. . 4 3 38 


Donations By Sundry ie ae and iB 2 friends to 


Miffions, Vix. 
San. 4. <A Fricnd of miffons, : i et 2, 

Re 25's DO Do. A : rT 
Feb. 19. Oe ee a. aL Ot 9 » 16 90 
March 9. ‘Do. ~~ Do. _. of New-Hartford, 4 gi aie) 

“16. Do. Do: 4 A ; Boy |" 

SOY A Do. Do. i : 4 5 
May 12. Chenaniah, A Stranger, . X ee ole) 
14. A young-Lady of Thompfon, : i I 
A friend of Miflions, of Milford. a " I 
18. A Stranger, from Berlin, ~ s 4 5 6 
19. Atriend of Miffions, ‘ : 8 % 
Do. Do: Lof New-Havan, dj 24. 

2X. Do. Do. Danbury, : I 83 
e326. Do. Do. ‘ x : - 3 
Bt Do. De. of Hebron, : dual 

Sune. x. A Stranger, : ; : 5 70 

Dei hel rien Ob Miffions, 5 5 : I 590 

tly sa Ge. | Do. Do. " i. . AE 
oa ve a Do, pepe : ° 10 

26. Do, 5 : 2 


Vor, ITI. No g. one 


400 38 ; 
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Sept. 23: / Do. Do. ORY en fs 5 8 
Nov. 9 Do. Do. clk selaleer ee ? 100 
3. Do. Do. : a hr 30 
Dec. 14. Do. “Do... sof Ridgefield, I 50 
20. Do. Do. ° ° - 00 
31. Doe 5338, Do, Reed 46° 52 *ersHeme: 
abc - 363 6x 
May 6. From Ladies ‘Society in 1 Norwich, ‘ 9 50 


Wilton Contribution in 1801, rec’d May 1802, Pode Ig 


Dec. 3%. Intereft from Dec. 28, ies odes 31, ThA», feone. Baa 27. 


oo 


2272. 29% 


No. 3. 
Foe y ‘ Difburfements pos order of the Traflees. F 


mae To Miffionaries, viz. ve 
an, 7. To Rev. David Higgins, Miffionary, NewWorks Gute a4 


§e 
49 


se 


A 


Ra, Jofeph Badger, Do; .. New Connecticut, 160 
mi. ane = Do. Do. Dorsaastc® 200» 
19. Rev. Jed. Bufkinell, Do. _N. York fate, Paliuees adits 
Rev. Job Swift, Do. Vermont, Two payments,. 48. 
Feb. = 25. Rev. fer. Hallock, Do. De. Balance; ~TOn- 
April 22. Rev. Solo. Morgan, Do. Do. 54° 
May 13 Rev. Jed. Bushnell, - Do. Do. Two payments, 285 
14, Do. Do. New-York and Vermont, 
Advance, 2 G < 25 
Auguft wf. Mr. Hezekiah May, Do. New. wocks PS ie Se 
Sept. Rev. David Bacon, Do. to the Indi - Two . 
payments, . . : . 516 
Y7. Rev. Alex. Gillet, Do. Vermont, Two payments, 95 
a7. Rev. J.W. Woodward,Do. Biack River, Sundry 
Loa pil : 203 
Offon, Te Do. New-York sik Penk, ‘A 
rachae = 5 , - 25 
8. Rev. Sam. Leonard, Do. Vermont, Advance, 25 
Nov. 30. Rev. Seth Willifton, Do. New-York, Two PArgnaats- 92 
Rev. John Willard, jr.Do. Vermont, 3 Is 
Dee. 13. Rev. Wm. F. Miller, Do. Do. Two payments, me Que 
J Rey. E. J. Chapman, Do. New Conese, Two 
payments, 2 jz P rs 1x8 
Other Expenfes, viz. 
May 14. ‘To Oliver D. Cooke, for Books for New Settlements, 4 
25. Elifha Colt, for affifting the Treafurer, } . # 
Augufi. For books for New Settlements, : s b 5. LOO 
Sept. 1 Rev. Abel Flint, for Poftage and Stationary, : ~r0 
at Mefs'rs Hudfon.and Geodwin, Printing and Stationary, 26 - 


ak 


2218 


Figs 
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Treafurer’. 's Account Correct. 


OF 


Dr maa Society of Connecticut; in Actousl Current Cr. 
~~ with Andrew none as their Biratores. i 


| By Balance i in favor of} 


3 amount of Cath aie7 ale 

burfed by order of the( the Society, Dec. 2 6633 23 
Committee, as per flate- aan ah . £801, : ig 
ment No. 3. By amount of Contri- 


To 3 counterfeit dollars, 
two received in the; 
May contributions, and 3 
one in a donation. x 
222% 724 
Balance, carried to Cre- 
dit of new Accauat eg 2 669 95. 


Of thé “above oy 
there“ belongs to- the} 4877 375 
permanent fund, 


For current Expenfes, _ 529% 57% 574 


be = 
: Spgs = 


14,892 67% [ By Balance brought 5 baad 95 


butions in May rica 2986 x16 
as per ftatement No. 1. 

By amount of Dona- 

tions, Intereft, &c. at 224% 29% 
per ftatement No. 2, 


Ne ~ 11,891 67% 


New Acccount, 


9659 95. 95 
A. KINGSBURY, Treaferer: 


45 ia JOHN PORTER, Auditor. 
ede e January 1, 1803. 


A particular I lif of the Contributions received in the new Settlements, 
_ contained in the general flatement, No. 2. 


To Rev. David pes) in the State of | To Rev. Fob Swift, i in Vermont, A. D. 


New-York, A. D. 1801. 180r. ‘ 
Delhi, 1 67 Hinefburg, mA Ot 
Union, Orfego Greek, 4 30 Milton, % %O 
Springfield, F api 
Exeter, X25 Oy Fa si 
Onondaga, ap as To Rev. Solomon Morgan, in Vermont, 
Cayuga, 2 45 A.D. 1302. 
Aurelius, 3 16 New-Haven, a 
Fairfield, 4 
19 66 
ToRev. Fedidiab Bufonell, in Vermont, 6 
jc A, Du zor. To Mr. Hezekiah May, in'the State of 
New-Haven, 20 66 New-York, A.D. 1801, 
3 Geongiassiunrs 15. 25> 1... Bath, x 76 
Weitford, 256 | ToRev. Alexander Gillet, in Vermont, 
Milton, : I 39 A. D. 1802. 
Richmond, 4 25 Salifbury, 2 67 
Waterbury, 9 New-Haven, 2 87 
Salifbury, Blu. utd Fairfield, 4 
Effex, 6 28 - 
Fairfield, 8 32 9 $4 
Swanton, 3 51 | ToRev. Fames W. Woodward, in the 
Benningten, 5 State of New-York, A. D. 1802. 
ees Atittle falls, Herkemer, 2% 9X 
99 27 Fairfield, 39 
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Trenton, © 

Leyden, . 

No. 7. Adains, 

No. 11. Lowville, 
Moofe Creek, 

No. 2. Watertown, 
No'3. Rutland, 

No. 4. Champion, 
Turin, 

Salifbury, 

Steuben, . 

Mz. J. Rogers, Dees 
Mrs, Davenport, Do. 
» Mr. Bofworth, Do. 
, Mr. Waters; Do. 
Mr. Rogers, Leyden, 
Mr. Storms, Do. 
Mr. Morgan, Do. 
Efq’r. Filkcr! Do. 
‘Doctor Snow, Do. 
Mr. Kingfbury, Do. 

P. Southwell, Do. 

A. Barnes, Furin, 

J. Barnes, Do. 
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3 6a Lieut. Smith, Norway, = 
4 64, | Deacon Sweatfer, Do. 25 
Tih J. Mitchell, Steuben, 25 
z 50 |. Ebenezer Weeks, Do. 1 eee 
50 Deacon Mitchel, Do. 50 
50 |. Mr. Sprague, alti AY A 1G 
3-474 | + Acfriend to'miffionsyy« via) 3h 
LesQiotl & : — , 
Seta rr AL 29 
tea 7 t 
4.38 To Rev. William E Mi na 74 Ver- 
I mont, A. D. 3802." am Praces! 
29° Middletown, i & 8 56 
EG Poultney, 5 25 
“50 Caftleton, 9-12... 20 768 
38 Salifbury, — 3.10 5 
25. Charlotte, ~ Cran 
16 Effex, ~ 5 96 
83 Georgia; 6 88 
48 Fairfield,  ~ 2 99. 
25 Jonathan Shephard, of Chat~- 
dn Te tegee, Stateof New-York, — 75 
I — 
rt e Ma iGorggh 


Amounting in the whole to 224 Dollars 86 Cents, the fur ‘mentioned in 


preceding ftatement No. 2. 


ine other Miffionaries have not yet made particular returns. 


Mess’rs. Epitors, 
The following anfwer to the guef- 
‘tions in page 290 of your Ma- 
Eazines is tr anfinitted for publi- 


cation, 


UESTION. 


HOW are the invitations and 
calls to finners, with which the 
feriptures abound, and the folemn , 
declarations, that God hath no 
pleafure in the death of finners, but 
that they would turn and live; re- 
concilable with their being left of 


No. I. 

HE enquiries ‘here. propo» 

fed, are in themfelves in- 
terefting and important—are fuch 
as often arife in reflecting minds, 
and are nearly connected with 
fome of the important and effen- 
tial doGtrines of the gofpel—doc- 
trines, which concern the glory of 
God, and eternal happinefs of 
mankind. The fubjeét therefore ¥ 


is worthy of a very ferious ‘and 
careful attention. 


God to go on in fin and perifh? Or 
in other words; if God be as defir- 
ous-of the return and falvationsof 
finners, as thofe {trong expreffions, 
particularly in Ezekiel, 33. 11. 
intimate ; what reafons'are there 
aflignable, why he, int whofe hand 
all hearts are, and for whom 
nothing is too hard, with whom 
nothing is impoffible, doth’ not’ 
convert them to himfelf, provided 
the atonement be infinitely full? 


It'is concedéd'in the ftatement 
of the queftion, that all hearts are 
in the hands of God, and_ that 
he is able td convert all finners to 
himfelf, if he pleafes. © dt will 
therefore be unneceffary to adduce 
any arguments in proof of this 
truth, But the queflion feems 
to intimate, that the want of a 
fufficient or infinitely full atone- 
ment is the reafon, why all fin- 
ners are not xvenewed and faved. 


a i St 
enn a + 


ost: 


In anfwering the \queftion there- 
fore, it is propofed to fhew 
that the atonement is infinitely 
full—that God’s leaving a num- 
ber of mankind to go on in fin 
and perifh, is not-inconfiftent with 
the gofpel calls and invitations to 
¢ all, or with his folemn declara- 
tion, that he hath no pleafure in 
the death of the wicked, but that 
they turn and live; and then to 
aflign fome reafons why God 
does not convert and fave all the 
human race. 

I. It is propofed to thew, that 
the atonement of Chritft is infinite- 
ly full or fufficient for all man- 
kind. It may tend to elucidate 
the fubject to make fome previous 
obfervations upon the nature and 
defign of the atonement. An 

-atonement is fome expiation or 
fatisfaCtion for a crime or offence, 
made by the offender, or by fome 
other perfon on: his account. The 
atonement of Jefus Chritt refpects 
the fins of mankind, and was ef- 
feéted by his obedience, fufferings 
and death. Thus the fcriptures 
declare, that he ‘« bare our fins in 
his own body. on the tree—was 
wounded for our tran{greflions— 
was bruifed for our iniquities, and 
with -bis firipes we are healed. 
We have redemption through his 
blood.”?. As manyin the Chriftian 
world have entertained erroneous 
ideas of the atonement, it may be 
ufeful to obferve, that it was not 
defigned to render God the Fa- 
ther more merciful, and beneyo- 
lent, than he otherwife would 
have been.. Some appear to have 
eonfidered God the Father, as ve- 
ry implacable and vindictive ; and 
God the Son; as. very merciful 
and compaflionate ; and therefore 
they feem to have fuppofed, that 
the fufferings and death of the 
Son were defigned to appeafe a: 
vindictive temper in the Father, 
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and to render him more mild, 
-compaflionate, and benevolent. 


Such ‘ideas are not only very er- 


‘roneous, but alfo very degrading 


to the divine charaéter. God 
the Father, as_the feriptures de- 


‘clare, is love or benevolence. He 


is as merciful and benevolent as 


‘the Son ; yea, they are perfeCly 
one in temper and affeGions. 


Tt 
is-therefore declared, that they 


are one, and that the Son-is “ the 


brightnefs of the Father’s glory 


| and the exprefs image of his per- 


fon.” ‘The Father then was juft 
as compaffionate and benevolent, 
and as much difpofed to -fhew 
mercy to finners, as the Son; 
provided it could be done confift- 
ently with the divine glory, law 
and government, and the higheit 
good of the moral world. And 
if finners could not. be pardoned 
and faved coniiltently with thele, 
the Son would no more wifh it to 
be done, than the Father ; as 
they are perfectly one in their ho- 
ly defires and wifhes. To fuppofe 
then, that the atonement was de- 
figned to appeafe a vindictive, im- 
placable temper in the Father, is 
indulging very unworthy and er- 
roneous fentiments of the charac. 
ter of Jehovah. 

Neither was the atonement de- 
figned. to abate the requirements 
of the divine law, fo that it does 
not now require perfect obedience 
or holinefs, but will accept and, 
juftify perfons on account of their 
fincere tho imperfect obedience. 
Some feem to fuppofe, that the 
moral Jaw, which requires perfect 
holinefs, and curfes for every fin, 
is very rigid and fevere—that it 
was hard and almoft unjuft for 
depraved. creatures to be placed 
under fuch a law-—-that the .Sa- 
viour, therefore, pitying their hard 
cafe, took ther part againit this 
rigid law,, and bore its penalties 


aa 


to abate or foften down its rigor- 


ous requirements, fo that they are 


not now under obligations to be 
completely holy ; but are in fome 
degree excufable for their failures 
and imperfeCions in point of obe- 
dience. Such ideas of the atone- 
ment and of the divine law are ex- 
ceedingly erroneous & dangerous, 
and an evidence of great ignorance 
of the effential truths of religion. 
"The divine law is the eternal, im- 
mutable rule of right, or ftandard 
of moral perfeftion. As far as 
any rational beings fall fhort of 
that love to God and their fellow- 
creatures, or of that perfe& holi- 
refs or benevolence, which is re- 
guired in the moral law; fo far 
they muft in their temper,- be 
wrong and criminal—yea, it is 
impofiible, that any rational crea- 
ture fhould be finlefs or excufable 
in any negleét of, or deviation 
from what the divine moral law 
requires. ‘This law, as the apoftle 
declares, is holy, juft and good ; 
and is fo viewed by all, as far as 
pofleffed of real piety. Like the 
apoftle, they delight in the law of 
God after the inward man, and 
earneftly defire to be perfe€tly con- 
formed to its requirements. 

“It 1s then manifeft, that the 
atonement of Chrift was not de- 
figned to abate or difannul, in any 
degree, the divine law, that per- 
fect and unchangeable ftandard of 
right. The Saviour therefore 
faid, Think not that I am come 
to deftroy the law. For verily I 
fay unto you, till heaven and 
earth pafs away, one jot or one 
tittle fhall in no wife pafs from 
the law, till all fhall be fulfilled.” 
He was fo far from lowering 
down or abolifhing the law of 
God, or taking the part of finners 
againft it as being too rigorous, 
that one important defign of his 
atonement was to fupport and 
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magnify the law, and make it 
honorable. ; veil 
Tt may be further obferved, re- 
{peCting the atonement, that it is 
not fuppofed, that the Lord Je- 
fus endured the fame quantity of 
pain and mifery, as would have 
been endured by all mankind, or 
all the eleét thro eternity ; had 
they been loft. As it was the 
human nature only of the Saviour, 
which was capable of fuffering ; 
it is inconceivable that he could 
endure as much pain in a few 
hours, as innumerable millions of 
men would thro eternity. Nor 
was it neceflary, that he fhould a 
fince the infinite dignity of his di- 
vine nature, united in the fame 
perfon with his human, gave an 
infinite value or efficacy to his 
fufferings. ee 
The defign of the atonement 
was to fupport the authority of 
God’s holy law, the dignity and 
ftability of his moral government, 
and to manifeft his juft abhor- 


rence and difpleafure againft fin. 


—The divine law denounces a- 
gainft every finner eternal death, 
as the juit wages of fin, as a juft 
expreffion of his difpleafure a- 
gainft it, and as a moft powerful 
reftraint againit all wickednefs, 
But had finners been pardoned. 
without an atonement, or any 
thing done to fupport the law of 
God; it would have tended great- 
ly to weaken and deftroy its au- 
thority, and to bring the divine 
government into contempt.. The 
appearance of it would have been, 


that the Moft High was not much | 


difpleafed with fin, did not view 
it as very criminal, and was not’ 
in earneft in his threatenings a-. 
gainft it. Thus it. would have 
greatly encouraged fin and rebel- 
lion, and been exceedingly injuri- 


‘ous to the happinefs of the moral 


world. The atonement therefore 
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was defigned to prevent  thofe 


dreadful confequences by anfwer- 


ing the fame important purpofes, 
which would have been. anfwered 
by the punifhment of finners them- 
felves, and thus to open a way, in 
which God could, confiftently 
with the authority and honor of 
his law and government and the 
good of his kingdom, fhew mercy 
to whom he faw fit, and pardon 
the penitent and believing finner. 
Thefe important ends have been 
effected by the obedience, fuffer- 
ings and death of the Lord Jefus, 
who was one with the Father, and 
thought it not robbery to be 
equal with God. By affuming 
our nature, fubmitting to the 
greateft abafement, fufferings and 
moit painful death in the ftead of 
_finners, and thus bearing their 
fins in his own body, he ftriking- 
ly fupported and magnified the 
law, and made it honorable. It 
fhewed, that the Father would 
infliG all. thefe fufferings on his 
well beloved Son, and that the 
Son would voluntarily fubmit to 
them, rather than the divine law 
fhould be weakened and difhonor- 
ed in the pardon of finners. In 
this way Jehovah has manifefted 
the higheit re{pect for his holy 
law, and his fixed determination 
to fupport the authority and dig- 
nity of his moral government. 
And by fparing not his own Son, 
when in the room of finners, he 
has clearly evinced his. inflexible, 
impartial juftice and oppolition a- 
gainft fin, and his determination 
to punish and difcountenance it. 
Having made thefe dbfervations 
upon t the nature and defign of the 
atonement, we fhall pr eed to 
fhew, from various confiderations; 
that this atonement is infinitely full 
or pace for all mankind. 
~ This i is evident from the in- 
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finite dignity and excellence of the 
Saviour, and from the nature of the 
atonement. .The Saviour, as has 
been already obferved, was in his 


divine nature God over all, one 


with the Father, and equal with 
And. 


being thus.a perfon of infinite dig- 


nity and worth, it gave an aie 
value or efBcacy to his obedience, 


fufferings and death, and thus ren- 
dered his atonement infinitely full. 
The obedience, fufferings and 
death of fuch an infinite “perfon- 
age did more to magnify and fup- 
port the law and government of 
God, and to manifeft his abhor- 
rence of fin, than would the eter- 
nal punifhment of all the finful 
race of man. It is therefore evie 
dent, that this atonement muft be 
abundantly fufficient for the fal- 
vation of mankind, if they would 
but receive it. ‘T’o deny its infi- 
nite fullnefs or efficacy, muft be 
derogating from the infinite dig- 
nity and excellence of the Saviour, 
The atonement does not lay God 
under obligations to finners. to 
fave any of them ; but it opens 
the way, fo that he can, confift- 
ently withhislaw and government, 
difpenfe his grace, to whom he 
pleafes, and can be juft,, and yet 
“the juftifier of him. which be- 
lieveth in Jefus.”’ 

2. It appears from exprefs de- 
clarations of {cripture, that Chnift 
has died for all mankind, or has 
made an atonement fufficient for 
all.— Thus it is declared, « That 
he by the grace of God fhould 
tafte death for every man, and 
that he is the Saviour of all mens 
efpecially. of thofe that believe.” 
Thefe paflages ges clearly teach, that. 
the Saviour has died or made a- 
tonement for all mankind, and it 
feems, that the laft of them, can- 
not rationally be underitood in any 
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other fenfe. For it exprefsly de- 
clares, that he is the Saviour, not 
of thofe who believe only, but of 
all men in diftinGion from thefe. 
Therefore his atonement mutt 
have had refpe&t to all the human 
race. Accordingly Chrift is eall- 
ed “ The Lamb of God which 
taketh away the fin of the world ; 
and the Saviour of the world.” 
The apoftle John, addrefling 
Chriftians, fays, «‘ He is the pro- 
Pitiation for our fins, and not for 
ours only, but alfo for the fins of 
the whole world.”” Here alfo 
Jefus Chrift is declared to be the 
propitiation for the fins of the 
whole world, in diftin@tion from 
thofe of believers.—Thefe, and 
other fimilar paflages teach in the 
cleareft manner, that Chrift has 
made an atonement for all man- 
kind, orfor the whole world. It 
feems hardly poffible for words to 
exprefs this fentiment more clearly 
than it is expreffed in thefe paf- 
fages ; and {ome of them will not 
admit of any other fenfe, without 
a very forced, unnatural conftruc- 
tion. 

Should it be faid, that fuch ex- 
preffions as al/ men, the world, &c. 
muft fometimes be underftood in 
a limited or reftri€ted fenfe ; it 
may be anfwered, that it is an 
eftablifhed, invariable rule, that 
all phrafes or paffages of {cripture 
are to be underftood in their moft 
plain, eafy and literal import, un- 
lefs the conneGtion, the general ana- 
logy of faith, or fome other necef- 
fary contiderations require a differ- 
entfenfe. Butin the prefent cafeit 
does not appear, that any of thefe 
confiderations require, that thefe 

eetages fhould be underftood in 
/ any other than their plain, natural 
meaning. On the contrary, there 
are many weighty, unanfwerable 
reafons for underitanding them in 
their moft plain and literal import. 
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And it is with great difficulty, 
that fome of thefe paflages can be 
underftood in any other fenfe. . 
3. That the atonement is fuf- 
ficient for all mankind, is evident 
from the confideration, that the 
calls, invitations and offers of the 
gofpel are addreffed to all, with- 
out exception, in the moft exten- 
five language.—It is faid, * Look 
unto me, and be ye faved, all the 
ends of the earth. Whofoever 
will, let him take the water of 
life freely. Ho, every one that 
thirfteth, come ye to the waters, 
and he that hath no money: come 
ye, buy and eat, yea, come, buy 
wine and milk without money, 
and without price. Go, and 
preach the gofpel to every crea* 
ture.” The preachers of the 
gofpel are direCted to tell their 
hearers, that all things are ready 
—that all may come, who will, 
and are to invite and urge all, to 
come to the gofpel feaft and freely 
partake of the bleffings of falva- 
tion. But how could the offer 
of falvation be confiftently thus 
made to all without any limita- 
tion ; if the atonement was fuffi- 
cient but for a part or for the 
ele& only? On this fuppofition 
it could not with truth and pro- 
priety be faid to all, that all things 


are ready, plentiful provifions are 


made for all, and whofoever will, 
may come. Were a feaft, fufficient 
but for 50 provided; ‘could we 
confiftently fend invitations to a 
1000, and tell them that a plenti- 
ful feaft was prepared, and that 
all things were ready for theinen- 
tertainment, if they would but 
come? Would not fuch an invi- 
tation appear like a deception ? 
If fo, then the offer and invitation 
of the gofpel could not have been 
made to all without difcrimination, 
as they are ; if there was no atone. 
ment but fora part. As theres 
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fore the invitations of the gofpel 
are thus addreffed to all, it is a 
proof that Chrift has made an 
atonement for all mankind. 

“Again, the {cripture reprefents, 
that there is no difficulty in the 
way of the falvation of the impen- 
itent, but what arifes from their 
own oppofition of heart or will. 
Thus the Lord Jefus fays to the 
' unbelievmg Jews, “ Ye will not 
come unto me, that ye may have 
life. O Jerufalem, Jerufalem, 
how often would I have gathered 
thy children—and ye would not.” 
In the parable of the marriage 
fupper, it is reprefented, that 
there was no difficulty in the way 
to prevent thofe who were invit- 
ed, from pattaking of the feait, 
but their own unwillingnefs to 
come. Butif there was no atone- 
“ment made but for thofe only who 
are faved; then there would be 
an infurmountable difficulty in the 
way of the falvation of all others, 
afide from the one arifing from 
their own oppofition of heart. 
As therefore the {cripture teaches, 
that there is no difficulty in the 
way of the falvation of any under 
the gofpel, but what arifes from 
their own unwillingnefs, or wick- 
ed oppofition of heart, it is mani- 
feft, that there is an atonement 
for all. 

4. The word of God teaches, 
that it is the duty ofall, who are 
acquainted with the gofpel, to 
believe in the Lord Jefus, and 
truft in him as their Redeemer, and 
that they are very criminal for neg- 
le€ting to do this. —It is therefore 
declared‘in the facred {criptures, 
that it is the’ command of God, 
«¢ that we fhould believe on the 
name of his Son Jefus Chrift, 
and that thofe; who believe not, 
are’ condemned already, becaufe 
they have not believed on thename 
of the only begotten Son of God.” 
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But on the fuppofition, that 
Chrift has made no atonement for 
thofe, who perifh ; how can it 
be their duty to believe on, and re. 
ceive him as their Saviour ? Or, 
how can they be juftly condemned 
for not doing it, when he has 
made no atonement for them ? 

' Further, if the atonement is 
made for the ele€t only, how can 
a preacher be warranted to make 
the offers of falvation to any, or 
to urge them to receive the Sav- 
iour ; unlefs he knows, that they 
are of that particular number, for 


whom Chrift died ? Orhow can 


) any, unlefs they know, that they 


are of this number, be authorifed 
to truft in him for falvation ? The 
fubject, upon the fuppofition of a 
partial atonement, certainly ap-. 
pears to be attended with fome dif- 
ficulties in thefe refpeéts.—Thefe 
confiderations afford additional 
proof, that theatonement was made 
for all mankind. 

It is manifeft from the various 
reafons which havebeenfuggefted, 
that the atonement of Jefus Chrift 
is infinitely full, or fufficient for 
the falvation of all mankind, if 
they would but cordially receive 
it, and that the want of fuch an 
atonement, is not the reafon, why 
all are not faved. 

But it may be here remarked, 
that it will not follow, that be- 
caufe the atonement is fufficient 
for all, therefore all will be faved. 
— The atonement does nothing 
more than merely open a_ way of 
falvation, fo that God can confif- 
tently fhew mercy to whom he 
pleafes, and juitify all, who be- 
lieve in Chrift Jefus. But it does 
not enfure the falvation of any, 
unlefs they comply withthe terms 
of the gofpel. It will no more 
follow, that all will be faved, be- 
caufe the atonement is fufficient 
foy all, than it would, that all 
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would eat of the marriage fupper 
in the parable, becaufe it was fuf- 
ficient for all, and all were invi- 
ted. This parable was defigned 
to reprefent the gofpel and its in- 
vitations. As thofe, who neg- 
leGted the invitation, never tafted 
of the fupper, altho’ the provi- 
fions were plentiful f for all ; fo the 
fcriptures teach, that many will 
not comply with the terms and in- 
vitations of the gofpel, and par- 
take of its bleffings, altho the 
atonement is abundantly fufficient 
for all. For. the Saviour declares, 
that “many are called, but few 
are chofen, and ftrait is the gate 
and narrow is the way which lead- 
eth unto life, and few there be 
‘that. find it.” 

Neither will it follow, that part 
of the atonement will beloit, if it 
4s fufficient for all mankind, and 
yet but part are a¢tually feed: 

Forit appears from the nature of 
fin, andof the atonement, and from 
the charaier of the Saviour, that 
the fame infinite atonement, which 
is neceflary for the pardon of one 
finner, will anfwer for the falva- 
tion of the whole human race. It 
is certain from fcripture, that fin 
is infinitely evil and criminal, be- 
caufe it is threatened with an ev- 
erlafting or infinite punifhment. 
Not one finner therefore could be 
pardoned without an atonement of 
iafinite value and efficacy, or with- 


out the fufferings and death of | 


the Lord Jefus, a perfon of infi- 
nite dignity. And his obedience, 
fufferings and death, have done 
more to magnify andfupport God’s 
Jaw——to eftablifh his moral govern- 
ment, and to condemn and dif- 
countenance fin; than would the 
everlafling fufferings of all man- 
kind. 
ment therefore, which was necef- 
fary, that God might confifercly 
pardon oge inner, would alfo ren- 
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der it confiftent for him to par- 
don and fave all the numerous mil- 
lions of Adam’s race, if he faw 
fit. It cannot then be faid, that 
fome part of the atonement is 
loft, if all are not faved, fince the 
fame infinite atonement which will 
anfwer for all, 1s neceffary for the 
falvation of but one. 

Or even if this were not the 
cafe, yet it would not follow, that 
part of the atonement was loft or 
ufelefs, becaufe all were not fa- 
ved. For the infinite fulnefs or 
fufficiency of the atonement may 
an{wer other important ends be- 
fides the falvation of finners. It 
may tend to difplay the infinite 
riches of divine grace—to mani- 
feft the infinite dignity and wor- 
thinefs of the Saviour—to render 
it coniiftent for the invitations of 
the gofpel to be addreffed to all,’ 
and thus to fhew the exceeding 
evil and obftinate nature of fin, 
and the great depravity of the hu- 
man heart, in rejeGting the Sav- 
iour,and to render the impenitent 
wholly inexcufable, fince there is 
now evidently nothing in the way 
of their falvation but their own 
wilful oppofition of heart. And 
in this way it will tend to glorify 
the juftice of God in the everlaft- 
ing condemnation of the wicked, 
and to magnify his grace in the 
falvation of the ele. Thefe and . 
other important ends are anfwer- 
ed by the infinite atonement of 
the Lord Jefus; and therefore it 
will not be loft or ufelefs, tho 
but part of mankind are faved. 
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a enquiry may now be, 


in what fenfe may true 
shriftians be faid to be dead ? 
The apoftle fays of himfelf, when 
the commandment came, fin re- 
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vived, and J died. Again, I am 
crucified with Chrift. In his 
Epiftle to the Chriftians at Colofle, 
he fays, ye are dead, &c. Now 
all true Chriftians may be faid to 
be dead to fins They are dead, 
as the old man, the body of fin, 
is crucified, Rom. vi. 6. Know- 
ing this, that our old man is cru- 


cified with him, that the body of | 


fin might be deftroyed, that hence- 
forth we fhould not ferve fin. 
Not that the body of fin is entire- 
ly deftroyed, immediately upon 
believing in Chrift; but it has 
received its death’s blow ; a fatal 
wound. The death of the crofs 
was a flow, lmgering, but fure 
death; fuch is the mortification 
of fin in believers; though the 
body of fin will have life to itrug- 
-gle and ftrive againft grace in the 
foul through life, yet at the natu- 
ral death of the body this will 
be completely deftroyed, forever 
done away. And then, fuch are 
dead to fin, as they do not live any 
longer in it, as the apoftle declares, 
It istrue, they do not live without 
fin; but they do not live é» fin— 
that is, they do not live in it as 
their element, as once they did. 
The ax is fo laid at the root of 
corruption, that they not only 
ceafe from the allowed aéts of 
fin, but have the vicious habits 
and inclinations weakened, and, 
in a fenfe, deftroyed. And in- 
deed, when grace is in due exer- 
cife, and fo far as they are fancti- 
fied, they are as indifferent to the 
pleafures and delights of fin, 4s a 
man who is dying is to his former 
diverfions. ‘[his may be laid 
down asa fure maxim, that tho 
fin may remain as an outlaw, 
tho it may opprefs asa tyrant, yet 
it does not reign as a king, who 
is cheerfully obeyed, in any fanc- 
tified foul. The Holy Ghott 
fays, he who is dead, is free from 
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fin—that is, he who is dead to it, 
as all true faints are, is freed from 
its rule and dominion ; as the fer- 
vant who is dead, is freed from his 
matter. In a word, all fuch hate 
fin; it has been fo effe€tually im- 
bittered to them, that they never 
more return to the conftant prac- 
tice and fervice of it. 

2. The true believer is alfo 
dead to the world. The apoftle 
fays, by Chrift, or by the crofs of 
Chrift, the world was crucified to 
him, and he to the world, Gal. 
vi. 14. And this temper of wean- 
ednefs from the world was not 
peculiar to the apoftle ; tho he, 
doubtlefs, poffefied it in an emi- 
nent degree ; butit is the temper 


‘of all the godly more or lefs. 


The term world, ufed by the a- 
poftle, may include fenfual pleaf- 
ures, and the riches, honors and 
dignities of the world; and to 
thefe they are all fo far dead, that 
they do not place their fupreme 
affections on them. This may 
appear from the apoftle’s particu- 
lar dire€tion and injun@ion, to 
which ‘as . obedient children they 
hearken, 1 John, ii.15—Love not 
the world, neither the things that 
are in the world; for if any man 
love the world, the love of the 
Father is not m him. Our Say- 
jour fays, ye cannot ferve God 
and mammon. The faints love 
God fupremely ; which fhews, 
that they are, in fome good meaf- 
ure, dead to the world. The 
apoftle gives it as the undoubted 
charaGter of all real Chrittians, 
that they overcome the world, 
and fays, this is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even your 
faith. Faith, which is a ruling 
principle in them, works in and 
by love to God and Chrift, and 
thus withdraws them from the 
love of the world. It is to be 
acknowledged, that faints, in gen- 


340 


eral, are not fo dead to the world 
as they ought to be ; and at times 
the world may have too great af- 
cendancy in their hearts ; but yet, 
they will, fooner or later, be of a 
more defirable and gofpel temper 
of mind; they are in the way to 
be completely dead to the world: 
this muft be the cafe, in that we 
are:aflured, if any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is 
not in him. 

3. True believers are dead to 
the law—as the apoftle affirmed 
himfelf to be. It is faid of Chrif- 
tians, in the Epiftle to the Ro- 
mans, wherefore, my brethren, ye 
alfo are become dead to the law 
by the body of Chrift. Here let 
it be obferved, they are not dead 
to the law as a.rule of life; it 
{till remains in force as fuch; and 
it is their fincere endeavor prac- 
tically to conform to it. 

And they are dead to the law, 
as to all hope and expectation of 
' juftification, pardon and falvation 
by it; believing that divine decla- 
ration, by the deeds of the law 
fhall no flefh living be juftitied in 
the fight of God. They are 
thoroughly fenfible, that juftifica- 
tion is not to be expeéted by the 
works of the law, in as much as 
none can perform a perfect obe- 


dience to it, which is neceflary to’ 


jullification by it. The many 
declarations in the facred oracles 
of the unattainablenefs of eternal 
life this way cannot fail of gain- 
ing their aflent. And their be- 
lef in this matter. is fomething 
more than a hillorical, or doGrinal 
belief, Rke that of umregeneratc 
men 3 they have had a fenfe of 
it impreffed on their hearts, That 
_ in the apoltle’s cafe may be appli- 
ed to them, I was alive without 
the law once; but when the com- 
mandment came, fin revived, and 


f dicd. They have been flain by 
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the law ; been brought to defpair 
of ever obtaining falvation by the 
deeds of it. And indeed, they 
do not defire it this way; they 
choofe to be juftified and faved 
according to the gofpel {cheme, 
even by faith in Chrift ; and have 
embraced him in this way, and to 
this end. ' Thus we fee, ina fum- 
mary manner, how all true Chrif- 
tians may be faid to be dead. 
The laft queftion that remains 
to be difcuffed is, how faints may 
be faid to be alive. After the 
apoftle mentions his being cruci- 
fied with Chriit, he fays, never- 
thelefs, J ive! &c. And he fays 
to the Coloffians, your 4 is hid 
with Chrift. Other paffages of 
like import might be adduced. 
What a myftterious life muft this 
be, that when they are dead, they 
fill live! But the myftery will 
be unfolded, when we confider, 
that they live in a fpiritual fenfe, 
having a {piritual, fupernatural 
and heavenly life infufed and im- 


‘planted in them, by which they 


live to God and Chrift; which 
alfo is the way to eternal life. 
San@tification confifts in two 
things, viz. dying to fin and liy- 
ing to righteoufnefs. The apof- 
tle, {peaking of this life of believ- 
ers, fays, reckon ye alfo yourfelves 
to be dead indeed unto fin; but 
alive unto God, through Jefus 
Chrift our Lord.—The love of 
God, reigning in the heart, is the 
life of the foul towards him. 
The affetions and defires are alive 
towards him. Such are alive to 
God’s honor and glory as their 
end, and live by his word and will 
When grace is 
lively and active, they have their 
eye ever towards him. They 
have a principle of divine life in 
them, which will be in them as a 
well of living water, {pringing up 
into life eternal. But it may not 
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be amifs to notice here, that they 
are thus alive through Fefus Chrift 
our Lord. There is no fuch 
thing as living to God, but thro 
him. He is the mediator. There 
can be no fpiritual bleflings re- 
ceived from, or acceptable regards 
to him, but in and through Chritt ; 
through him as the head from 
whom they derive vital influence. 
Thofe who thus live, yield them- 
felves to God, as infpiration ex- 
prefles it, as thofe who are alive 
from the dead.—The very life and 
being of holinefs confifts in the 
dedication of ourfelves to the 
Lord, 2 Cor. viii. 5. And then, 
thofe who are thus alive, are wil- 
ling to have the members of the 
body, as well as foul, improved 
for God, as the apoftle direéts, 
“yield your members as inftruments of 
rightecufnefs unto God. A life 
devoted to God, as theirs is, is a 
new life ; prior to this, /e/f was 
their higheft and chief end ; but 
now God and his glory.—They 
-make him the centre of their ac- 
tions :—they aim and endeavour 
to comply with that apoftolic di- 
rection, ‘¢ Whether ye eat, or 
drink, or whatever ye do, do all 
to the glory of God.” I might 
obferve that the Chriftian Aves in 
the exercife of grace; for he 
is not (ftriftly fpeaking) lively, 
when grace is inactive.-—Annd yet 
the lively aétings, vigor, growth 
and comforts of grace, are not 
from himfelf ; but when thefe fa- 
vors are experienced, he mult give 
thanks to that God, to whom he 
is entirely indebted for them ; 
faying, not unto us, not unto us, 
but to thy name be all the praife. 
i fhall clofe with a few reflec- 
tions. —1. Do the facred oracles 
make fuch a remarkable diftinc- 
tion of charatters among men ? 
then how glaring the folly, as 
well as wickednefs, of thofe who 
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of Saints. Bat 
attempt to blend and confound 
virtue with vice, by denying the 
diftinétion between moral good 
and evil. 

_.2. May we not conclude that 
many are dead in the fenfe in 
which natural men have been re- 
prefented to be? Are they not aw- 
fully ftupid and wretchedly fecure 
in fn? Were they not void of 
moral goodnefs as a flock or a 
{tone ; yea, had they not hearts of 
ftone, would they indulge them- 
felves in fin, and give themfelves 
that latitude in iniquitous courfes 
that they do? Would they live 
fo fearlefs of God, unaffected with 
the denunciations of his wrath, 
and remain deaf to the alluring 
calls of the bleffed Jefus? And 
do not the vain hopes and ground- 
lefs confidence which multitudes, 
under the gofpel, maintain, evi- 
dence, that they are both dead 
and alive, as has been fuggefted ? 

3- The above obfervations may 
afford a rule by which all may 
try themfelves, and by which pro- 
feflors of religion /hould try and 
examine themfelves, whether or 
not they be true Chriftians. 

4. Impenitentfinners havecaufe 
to be alarmed at their condition. 
Such are in the broad road to de- 
ftruGtion, and yet awfully infen- 
fible of theirdanger. If perfons 
will harden themfelves againft 
God, under all the light which 
the gofpel affords, how hazard- 
ous mutt be their fituation ! And 
we may learn the delufory and in- 
fatuating nature of fin, from per- 
fons flattering themfelves that 
they are alive, rich and increafed 
in goods, when they are nigh un- 
to curling. 

5. From what has been no- 
ticed, we may infer, how incum- 


bent it is on all to be dead to fin, © 


and to the world, as has been re- 
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6. Hence we may infer, that 
if we are by nature fuch depraved, 
finful creatures as has been repre- 
fented, none have any caufe to be 
proud of any worldly advantages, 
or outward diftinétions 3 of ho- 
nors, or titles from imen—Are 
they ¢alled Rabbi, Rabbi, how 
very watchful fhould they be over 
thei own hearts left they be in- 

feed with that fecret poifon, 
pride ? Who would be’elated on 


any account whatever, did he du- . 


ly confider, that by nature he is 
altogethér as an unclean thing, 
and his miquities like the wind 
have taken him away ? 

4. Thofe who have been made 
alive unto God, ought frequently 
to tefle& upon their fad and de- 
plorable ftate during their e- 
ftrangement from God. - This 
might anfwer feveral good purpo- 
fes: It might ferve to keep them 
humble, and hide pride from 
them. Saints are not out of 
danver of fpiritual pride—fuch 
Frequent réfleCtion upon their for- 
mer condition, and that tremen- 
‘dous fhipwreck which they have 
‘fo narrowly efeaped, would tend 
‘to keep them low and felf-abafed. 
“They would do well to coafider 
that, by the grace of God they 


‘are what they are ; and that they 


have no caufe for boafting, in 
that they are fo happily and glo- 
tioufly diftinguifhed from the 
world that lieth in wickednefs ; 
but that it is all of free, rich and 
fovereign grace in God. And 
this may ferve alfo to infpire them 
with gratitude to their kind and 
bountiful Benefactor, for raifing 
them from {piritual death to life. 
‘What was the fpring of the apof- 
tle’s grateful praife to God? Was 
it not meditating on this delight- 


fal theme ? He breaks out in rap-. 


ture, Fefus, who delivered us from 
the wrath to come 1 So again, me- 
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ditating on. their recovery would 
tend to animate and quicken them 
im their Chriftian courfe and war-. 
fare ; and alfo excite them to 
bear, with patience and: Chriitian 
fortitude, the afflictions and trials 
which, in divine Providence, they 
may be called to experience thro’ 
the courfe of their pilgrimage — 
From a view of thefe things, will 
not all Chriftians readily and feel- 
ingly adopt the language of the 
apottle, viz. For the love of Chrift 
conftraineth us, becaufe we thus 
judge, that if one died for all, 
then were all dead : and that he 
died for all, that they which live, 
fhould not henceforth live unto 
themfelves, but.unto him who di- 
ed for them, and rofe again. 
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Truths of the moft folemn im- 
portance exhibited in a clear and 
ftriking light, by Chrift’s account 
of the prefent and future ftate of 
the Rich Man and Lazarus. 


“6 HERE was a certain rich 

man, which was clothed 
in purple and fine linen, and fared 
fumptuoufly every day. And 
there was'a certain beggar named 
Lazarus, which was laid at his 
gate, full of fores, and defiring 
to be fed with the crumbs which 
fell from the rich man’s table : 
moreover the dogs came and lick. 
ed his fores. And it came to 
pafs that the beggar died, and 
was carried by the angels into A- 
braham’s bofom : the rich man 
alfo died, and was buried ; andin 
hell he lifted up his eyes, being in 
torments, and feeth Abraham a- 
far off, and Lazarus in his bofom. 
And he cried and faid, Father A- 
braham, have mercy on me ; and 
fend Lazarus, that he may dip 
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the tip of his finger in water, and 
cool my tongue ; for I am tor- 
mented in this flante. But Abra- 
ham faid, Son; remember that 
thou in thy life time receivedtt 
thy good things, and likewife 
Lazarus evil things: but now he 
is comforted, and thou art tor- 
mented. And befides all this, 
between us and you there is a 
great gulf fixed : fo that they 
which would pafs from hence to 
you cannot ; neither can they 
pafs to us that would come from 
thence.”” Luke xvi. 19—26. 
‘The rich man, here defcribed, 
is fuch a one as the worlds apt to 
think and call happy. Poffeffed 
of alarge-eftate, he gave full {cope 
‘to his inclinations and appetites.in 
the enjoyment of it. He cloth- 
ed himfelf in purple and fine lin- 
ven, the rich, the gay and fplen- 
did drefs of anobleman or prince ; 
and daily ate and drank of the 
bett. 
The beggar, on the other hand, 
is here defcribed as one of the 
moft pitiful objets, in the moft 
abje&t and pitiful condition, as to 
the things of this world, that can 
well be conceived. | He was not 
only a beggar, totally without 
money or food, or any way to 
fubfift himfelf except by beg- 
ging ; but alfo covered with 
ulcerous fores, painful and naufe- 
ous, which rendered him incapa- 
ble of travelling or moving him- 
felf from houfe to houfe, to foli- 
cit the food neceflary for his fub- 
‘filtence. He was, therefore, 
brought and laid at the rich man’s 
gate, requefting that he might be 
fed, at leaft, with the crumbs 
which fell from his table. The 
rich man, for aught that appears, 
-was deftitute of all compaffionate 
feelings towards him, and treated 
him with total neglect. But the 
dags, as tho’ more compafionate 
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than this fon of wealth and plea-’ 
fure, came and licked his fores, 
How vat was the difference in 
the appearance and vifible circum- 
ftances of thefe two men ! How 
ftriking and affeCting the .con- 
traft |—But mark the fequel, 
The beggar, as might be expedt- 
ed, died : and with his mortal 
life ended all his fufferings. For 
his foul, releafed from his mortal 
body, was conducted by a convoy 
of angels to the heavenly man- 
fions, and placed next to Abra- 
ham, as one leaning on his bofom, 
to partake with him in the reft 
and unmingled joy and happinefs 
of that blefled world, where there 
is no more death, nor forrow, nor 
crying, nor pain ; but fulnefs of 
joy and pleafures forevermore. 
The rich man likewife died. 
His vaft eftate, his riches and 
{plendid drefs and fumptuous fare, 
could not ward off the fhafts of 
death, or prolong his life a mo- 
ment beyend the appointed time. 
He died, and was duried—proba- 
bly with all the pomp and parade 
cuftomary at the funerals of the 
rich and the great. And there 
ended all his glory ; all his happi~ 
nefs, all his comfort, then-came to 
a perpetual end. From the fum-. 
mit of earthly wealth and plea. 
fure, he was plunged in the abyfs 
of woe and mifery. For in hell 
he lifted up his eyes, being in tor- 
ments. And to aggravate his 
diftrefs and anguifh, he had a view 
of the manfions oar ftate of the 
righteous, at a va{t diftance. 
There he beheld Abraham, from 
whom he defcended according to 
the flefh; and by virtue of this re- 
lation and of the covenant made 
with this father of the faithful, he 
probably, like many of the Jews, 
had vainly imagined his happinefs 
was fecured, though he walked 
not ign his feps and did not hie 
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works, 


There he likewife faw 


the poor beggar Lazarus, whom, 


he had before feen in the moft 
wretched condition at his gate, 
without being moved to compat- 
fion, reclining with comfort and 
joy on Abraham’s bofom. 

Thefe reprefentations, however, 
as well as the following dialogue, 


are to be underftood .tiot in the: 


ftriG, literal fenfe. For the body 
of the rich man, and alfo of Laz- 
arus, and of Abraham, were in 
their graves. Only their, fouls 
had yet entered the invifible world. 
Thefe reprefentations, or defcrip. 
tions, are therefore figurative, in 
which the happinefs of the. one, 
and the mifery of the other, are 
reprefented by images taken from 
the body, and fuch things as molt 
fenfibly afle& it with pleafure or 
pain. The rich man’s foul upon 
quitting the body and entering the 
other world, was filled with fuch 
racking diftrefs and anguifh, as 
may be reprefented to our minds, 
by his being fuddenly plunged in- 
to a flaming fire, and there lifting 
up his eyes in the moft excruciat- 
ing pains, and feeing at a’ vait 
dilttance his great progenitor A- 
braham, and the beggar, who 
formerly lay at his gate, lodged 
with fafety and happinefs in Abra- 
-ham’s bofom. 

In this fituation he would have 
been glad of the leaft alleviation 
to his unceafing and infupportable 
torments, even from one, whom 
he had before fo much defpifed, 
and treated with fuch negleé& and 
contempt, as the poor beggar 
Lazarus; tho’ the relief fhould be 
no greater than might be produc- 
ed, by a man’s dipping the tip of 
his finger in water, and therewith 
touching the tongue of one tor- 
mented in the flame of a tremend- 
ous fire. But this favor, {mall as 
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Tho’ he was a fon of Abraham 
according to the flefh, and as fuch 
had been favored with peculiar 
privileges in this world; yet he 
had been totally unlike to Abra- 
ham, in regard to faith in God, 
and obedience to his commands, 
and feeking a better heavenly 
country. He was of a felfifh and 
worldly fpirit, and employed his 
large eftate for the gratification of 
his pride and vanity, and fenfual 
appetites, to the negle& of piety 
towards God, and juftice and 
mercy towards men. Therefore, 
when by death, he was cut off and 
removed from his earthly inherit- 
ance, on which his heart had been 
fet, and.in which he took np his 
reft as the moft defirable and chief 
good to him, and which he had 
perverted and abufed to the vileft 
felfith purpofes, inftead of improv- 
ing it to the glory of God, in do- 
ing good and being ufeful accord- 
ing to the direétions of the divine 
word ;.he was cut off from: al/ 
good forever : and nothing remain- 
ed for him, but to reap the bitter 
fruits of his folly and fin in unceaf- 
ing torments. ; 
Lazarus, on the other hand, 
who was in circumitances of ex- 
treme poverty and great affliction 
in this world, was, neverthelefs, 
a true fon of Abraham according 
to the fpirit, an heir, an inheritor 
of his faith and patience. He be- 
lieved in the God of Abraham, 
loved-him, and put his. truft in 
him, and ferved him in fincerity 
and in truth, bearing with pa- 
tience and calm fubmiffion, the 
fore affiGtions, which God, in his 
holy and fovereign difpofals, called 
him to.endure. For his heart, 
like Abraham’s, was fet upon the 
heavenly country, and the glori- 
ous inheritance there provided and 
fecurely laid up for the faithful. 


it may feem, could not be granted. | Therefore, when death releafed 
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him from the evils of this prefent 


world, he had nothing more to 


fuffer. He was removed from all 
evil forever, and placed high above 
its reach, in a ftate of reft and 
comfort, joy and happinefs with- 
out alloy. Such, fo vaft and in- 
finitely interefting is the difference 
between the prefent and the fu- 
ture ftate of the wicked, and of 
the'righteous. At death, the one 
paffes, on a fudden, from all the 
comfortable enjoyments and fond 
hopes and expetations, which 
are here experienced, into a ftate 
of as infupportable pain and tor- 
ment, as if he was plunged into a 
flaming fire and fupported in ex- 
iftence with all his fenfes in full 
vigor, and capable of recolleCting 
and refle€ting upon his patt life, 
privileges and enjoyments, and 
knowing that they are complete- 
ly gone forever, whilft the leaft 
alleviation to his prefent torment 
is utterly unattainable. 

The other is at once removed 
from all the evils—from all the 
fins and forrows, doubts and fears, 
trials and temptations, afflictions 
and fufferings of the prefent life, 
and lodged with fafety in the 


manfions of peace and comfort, 


reft and happinefs, far above the | 


, reach of every evil forever. Nor 
is there any room for the latter to 
fear, that at fome future period 
he may lofe his prefent happinefs, 
or exchange it for.the oppolite 
ftate of torment; or for the other 
to alleviate the anguith of his heart 
by the diftant hope of pafling, at 
fome future period, from his pre- 
fent {tate of torment to the blefled 
abodes of ‘the righteous. For 
when’ Abraham had informed the 
rich man that he had received Ais 
good things in his life time, and 
Lazarus evil things; but now 
Lazarus was comforted and he 
tormented,—in language moft na- 
Vor. IIT. No. 9. 
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turally and evidently importing, 
that the one in his: life time re- 
ceived the whole of his portion of 
good, all that he was ever to en- 
joy, and nothing but torment 
remained for him ; and that the 
other likewife received in his life 
time all his evil things, and no- 
thing more of evil remained for 
him, but unmingled comfort or 
happinefs ; for the more explicit 
and unequivocal declaration of 
this folemn truth, the more deep- 
ly to imprefs it on the mind, and 
to cut off all hope of relief, or of 
ever pafling from the ftate of mif- 
ery to the oppofite flate of happi- 
nefs, he added, ** And befides all 
this, between us and you there is 
a great gulf fixed: fo that they 
who would pafs from hence to 
you cannot ; neither can they 
pafs to us that would come from 
thence.”’ 

The feparation between the 
righteous and the wicked, the hap- 
py and the miferable, in the future 
ftate, is fixed, eftablifhed, fo asto . 
render all paffing from the one to 
the other utterly impoffible. ‘This. 
is reprefented by the figure of a 
great gulf, a vaft chafm, over 
which no creature can poffibly 
pafs, jixed between their refpect- 
ive places of refidence. By the: 
unalterable decree and irreverfible 
fentence of God, the line of fepa- 
ration is fixed and impaflable ; fo 
that if we might fuppofe any of 
the happy to have fuch compaf- 
fionate feelings towards their fel- 
low creatures in torment, as to be | 
willing to go to }iem to adminif- 
ter fome alleviation to their pains, 
it is not. m their power to do it. 
Nor, on the other hand, is it pof- 
fible for thofe in the place of tor- 
ment,tho they fhould be ever fo 
defirous of it, to pafs over to the 
bleffed abode of the righteous, to 
partake in their happinefs. ‘This 
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‘ 


appears to be the inftruction moft 
dire@ly held forth in the words— 


as tho they had been uttered on 


purpofe to guard us againft the 
vain and impious doétrine of pre- 
fumptuous men, that the wicked, 
after fuffering a while in hell, or 
in purgatory, will be releafed from 
their torments, and ge over to 
partake with the righteous in the 
everlafting happinefs of heaven. 
However finners in their life time 
may fondly hope or imagine, that 
fuch an event will or may poflibly 
take place ; yet, when they enter 
the other world, they will find it 
a vain, prefumptuous,  delufive 
imagination, iffuing in the horrors 
of complete defpair. 

But how do we know this ?— 
By the plain declarations of the 
word of God, the only medium 
by which we have any certain 
knowledge of a future {tate and 
itsimportant concerns. —But what 
if there is a great gulf fixed be- 
tween heaven and hell, which is 
now impaffible? Abraham did 
not exprefsly fay it would always 
be fo: he did not affirm that the 
time would never come, when this 
gulf fhould be removed or filled 
up, and a paflage opened from hell 
to heaven. How then do we 
know but that this may yet be the 
cafe ?+-The whole that Abra- 
ham is here reprefented as faying, 
according to the moft plain and 
obvious import of his words, was 
adapted and defigned to teach the 
rich man in torments, that his 
cafe was de/perate—that his good 
things were all pait and gone for- 
ever—that he was now to look 
for nothing but unceafing tor- 
ments, without-the fmalleft con- 
ceivable alleviation—that all hope 
of getting out of the ftate of mif- 
ery, or paffing from it to the op- 
pofite flate of happinefs, was vain 
and groundlefs, for it could not be. 


Dives and Lazarus. 


[Marcy 
The gulf which feparated between 


the two flates was fixed—a word 
very emphatical, in the original, 
importing unalterably and immov- 
ably eflablifbed. Therefore, to in- © 
finuate, furmife, or pretend the 
meaning might be, that. for the 
prefent the gulf is placed there, 
and renders the paflage impoffible, 
tho at fome future period it may 
be removed, anda paffable high- 
way eftablifhed. out of hell into ~ 
heaven, is manifeftly to pervert” 
and wreft the words of feripture. 
Further: The fcriptures bear 
a uniform teftimony to the fame 
truth, in a great variety of ways, 
and terms and modes of expreffion, 
all moft naturally and clearly im- 
porting, and teaching in the moft 
forcible manner, that the punifh- 
ment of the wicked will be ftri4- 
ly without end. «¢ When a wick- 
ed man dieth, his expeCtation fhall 
perifo.”? According to the plain 
declarations of fcripture, when 
fome, who fleep in the duft of the 
earth, awake:to everlafting life, 
others awake to fhame and. ever- 
latting contempt.——Hell, into 
which the wicked are to be caft,-- 
is the fire which never fhall be 
quenched ; where their worm di- 
eth not, and the fire is not quench- 
ed. Accordingly, when the right- 


-eous, after the final fentence of 


the fupreme Judge, enter into life 
eternal, the wicked will go away 
into everlafting punifhment.—It 
had been good for Judas if he 
had not been borna—which could 
not be true if he went to heaven 
at his death, or gets there at any 
future time, to inherit endlefs 
glory and happinefs. There is a 
fin which never fhall be forgiven, 
neither in this world, nor in the 
world to Gome.— There are fome, | 
to whom the mift of darknefs is 
referved forever to whom is 


referved the blacknefs of darknefs 
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forever.—They who know not 


God, and obey not the gofpel, 


fhall be punifhed with everlafting 


deftru€tion.—-There are fome, the’ 


fmoke of whofe torment afcendeth 
up forever and ever.—In the lake 
of fire and brimftone, all the final- 
ly wicked and impenitent are to 
have their part, which, is the fe- 
cond death—a death from which 
the f{criptures no where intimate 
any redemption or deliverance. 
The beaft and the falfe prophet, 
as well as the devil [bafanisthe- 
fontai} fhall be tormented, in the 
lake of fire and brimftone, day 
and night forever and ever. Rev. 
Re FO 

_ It is moreover worthy of no- 
tice, that the feriptures in fpeak- 
ing of the future punifhment of 
- the wicked, no where reprefent it 
as defigned for their good. They 
never intimate that it is intended, 
jike a wholefome medicine or fal- 
‘utary difcipline, to purge and pu- 
rify them, and fit them for future 
happinefs ; but they reprefent it 
as defined for their perdition— 
for their deftruétion—for their 
utter and endlefs ruin. 

It is not eafy to conceive how 
the divine teachers of chriftianity, 
and infpired writers of the new 
teftament, could well have declar- 
ed and inculcated the doGtrine of 

“endilefs punifhment of fuch as die 


in their fins, by the language then : 
‘in ufe, ina more clear, explicit, ; 


unequivocal, ‘determinate and de- 
cifive manner than they have done. 
To their decifions we muft render 
an implicit and full belief, or re- 
main in the utmoft uncertainty a- 
bout the infinitely important con- 
cerns of a future ftate. For we 
have no certain knowledge fe. 
f{peGting them, but what is deriv- 
ed from divine revelation, But 
whether we believe or difbelieve, 
the word of God abideth forever, 
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and not a tittle of it will fail of 
its accomplifhment. Heaven and 
earth may -pafs away, but every 


declaration of the divine word 


willcontinue eternally true. Eve- 
ry promife will be punciually ful- 
filled, according to its true and 
moft obvious meaning and import; 
and every threatening will be in 
like manner fully executed ; and 
the future and eternal ftate of 
mankind juft fuch as the ferip- 
tures are plainly defigned to teach 
and declare it fhall he 

Here then, let us open our 
eyes, and look at our fituation.— 
The fhort and, to us, uncertain 
period of our prefent life, is our 
only probationary ftate for an end~ 
lefs eternity. In this fhort peri- 
od our characters will be formed 
for endlefs blifs, or endlefs woe.— 
In this life, tho fubject to nume- 
rous croffes and difappointments, 
calamities and afflictions, we ex- 
perience many comfortable enjoy- 
ménts, and the fympathy and kind 
affitance of numerous friends. 
And here, under the moft trying 
circumitances, there is generally 
room for hope of.an alteration for 
the better. -Yea, af as*yet we 
bear the character, againft which 
the awful denunciations of eternal 
wrath are made in the feriptures 
of truth, there is ftill a poffibility 
that our charaéter may be chang- 
ed—that we may come to repent- 
ance, and pafs froma flate of con- 
demnation to a ftate of pardon 
and acceptance with God, thro 
faith in Chrift Jefus. 

But the moment our eyes are 
clofed in death, and our fouls quit 
their prefent tabernacle of the bo- 
dy, our preparatory flate will be 
at a final end. No effential 
change of character or fate will 
be any longer poffible. When 
death hath brought any under its 
power, whether they have. lived 
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feventy years or more, or are cut 
down in the meridian or prime of 
life, or in childhood or youth, 
their charaéter and ftate are fixed 
for an endlefs eternity. If they 
die in the Lord, united to Chrift 
and partakers of his fpirit, they 
will partake with him in the glo- 
ry to which heis exalted. But if 
they die out of Chrift, whilft dead 
in trefpaffes and fins, their ftate 
will be fixed in hopelefs mifery. 

In what a critical and alarming 
fituation is every impenitent Chrift- 
lefs finner, whether old or young! 
On what a dreadful precipice doth 
‘every fuch perfon ftand, expofed 
and liable, every moment, to take 
the tremendous leap into the abyfs 
of mifery, from which there will 
be no redemption forever ! 

Is it poffible, that rational crea- 
tures, in this fituation, with their 
eyes open, fhould pafs a day or an 
hour, without great and earneft 
concern, to obtain or find fecurity 
againft falling headlong into com- 
plete and interminable mifery ?— 
Whilft there is an opportunity to 
efcape, from which they ate con- 
ftantly lable to be completely and 
finally cut off, if they do not im- 
mediately improve it, how is it 
poffible that they fhould be fo in- 
fatuated, as to attend to any thing 
elfe in preference to it ? 


ASTHENES. 


Lhe means for reclaiming a back- 


Sliding brother. 
Mess’rs Eprrors, 


INCE the defign of the Con- 
neCticut Evangelical Maga- 
zine, among other ufeful objects, 
is to explain difficult paflages of 
{cripture, and to afford the Chrif- 
tian church the greateft attainable 
light refpe€ting the gofpel rule of 
practice in church government, as 
weil as of faith in the important 
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dogtrines of religion, it may be 
generally ufeful to profeffors, and 
efpecially to the churches in the 
new fettlements, to have the di- 
vine rule of church difcipline, as 
taught by our bleffed Saviour, in 
the 18th of Matthew, fo explain- 
ed as to be eafily underftood by 
every well difpofed perfon. For 
tho the rule, on the firft reading 
of it, appears to defcribe a line of 
practice not to be miftaken ; yet, 
when churches have been brought 
to act upon it, a diverfity in opi- 
nion has frequently arifen, con- 
cerning the real extent and import 
of the rule ; an unhappy divifion 
in the church has been the confe- 
quence, and brotherly love has 


failed of exciting to that perfever- 


ing watchfulnefs over every mem- 
ber of the church, which is effen- 
tial to the honor of Chrift, in the 
world ; to the refpetability of 
the church ; and to its growth in 
real holinefs. ie. 
Chrift has given the rule, on the 
principle, that in the moft perfec 
gofpel church, which can baform- 
ed on earth, offences will ordinari- 
ly come. - Real Chriftians, at the 
beft, are weak, imperfe€t crea- 
tures, expofed to error ; and from 
the remaining lufts of the flefh and 


| of the eye, the pride of life and 


the infinuating temptations of the 
great adverfary of fouls, to fall into 
fin, and pierce with frefh wounds 
the dear Redeemer. The glori- 
ous Son of God, therefore, in mer- 
cy to his church, has provided a 
remedy, for the recovery of fuch 
weak, inconfiderate backfliders, 
honorable to himfelf, and peculi- 


arly adapted to humble the offend- 


er, all his days, before God, for 
his fin and folly. This remedy 
confifts in the faithful brotherly 
watch of all the members of the 
church over each other, never fuf- 
feringafeandalizing fin to pafs, ina 
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brother, unreproved. - For this 
reafon, the faithfulnefs of the 
church, in dealing with an offend- 
ing member, is the higheft pofli- 
ble aét of brotherly kindlefsit can 
fhow fuch a perfon, and is aéting 
unitedly with the great head of the 
church, in feeking to fave that 
which would otherwife be loft. A 
fheep ftraying from the fold intothe 
wildernefs mutt be looked up, and 
brought back to the fold. «There 
is joy in the prefence of the an- 
gels of God over one finner that 
repenteth.”? How great, then, 
muft be the joy not only in the 
prefence of the angels of God, but 
in the prefence of his faints, on 
earth, over the backfliding Chrif- 
tian, when he repenteth, and hum- 
bleth himfelf before God and the 
‘-world for his fin and folly ; where 
he humbly acknowledges the deep 
- wound he has given the caule of 
the Redeemer, m the world, by 
falling into fin ; and confeffes his 
fhame and guilt with thofe expref- 
five marks of penitent forrow of 
heart, which carry with them a 
conviction that the love of Ged 
fill reigns fupremely in his heart ! 
—Perhaps, no one thing has giv- 
en greater ftrength to the enemies 
of God, in oppofing vital religion, 
than the negleét of {trict church 
difcipline, and the great obftina- 
cy, which is often difcovered in 
profeffors, (when proved guilty of 
{candalous fin) again{t publicly 
confeffing their guilt and fhame 
before God and his people, in the 
humble, penitent manner, expref- 
five of unfeigned love to their in- 
jured Saviour. How can the 
love of God be in the heart of the 
perfon who is unwilling to do this ? 
How can he be a true friend to 
Jefus, who, when he knows he 
has, by finning, given occafion to 
his enemies to blafpheme his. holy 
name, refufes to make the fatis- 
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faction to his injured name as pub- 


lic as the offence hath been ?— 


Whence arifes ‘all this backward- 
nefs to fave the church from dif- 
grace ; the caufe of God from 
contempt ; and the name of the 
adorable Redeemer from the f{coff- 
ings of the ungodly, but from 
carnal pride, hypocrify, and hard- 
ened unbelief ? Is this religion ? 
Does it exhibit to the world 
ftrong marks of a love to Jefus, 
which “* many waters cannot 
quench, nor the floods drown” ? 
A love to him as “ftrong as 
death” ? Alas! How far the 
reverfe is fuch unwillingnefs to 
glorify his injured name !—Would 
you know how a true faint feels 
and acts when convicted of finning 
in this manner again{ft an holy 
God ? Read the plaintive 
moans of the backfliding David, 
which he wrote with his own 
hand, and, that he might give 
energy to the expreflion, defcrib- 
ed in verfe, that all who fhould 
ever hear of the greatnefs of his 
fins, might know his confequent 
bitternefs of foul for them.* 
Remember, as king of Ifrael, he 
had power to deftroy the life of 
an offending fubjeét ; yet, how 
meek and humble he was !—How 
overwhelmed with forrow of 
heart and confufion of face, 
when an humble: prophet plainly 
told him, “ Thou art the man !” 
Thou haft done this abominable 
wickednefs !—Not an angry word 
fell from his lips,—not a frown 
lowered upon his brow ; but the, 
king of Ifrael funk down into the . 
humble rank of a brother. He 
realized the truth of the divine 
proverb, “ Faithful are the wounds 
of a friend ;’’ and im’ the bitter- 
nefs of his foul he exclaimed, 
‘¢ [ have finned againft the Lord.” 


*-Pfal, 38 and 5x. 
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In this humble confeffion the 
faint. flill appeared, in the midft 
of the furrounding darknefs. 
In this humble, unreferved con- 
feflion of his guilt and fhame he 
ftands recorded in the facred page, 
a bright example, for the back- 
fliding Chriftian’s  tmitation.— 
Hence it becomes important in 
the building up of the church of 
God in the world, that the gof- 
pel rule, for reclaiming backflid- 
ing Chriflians, fhould by ail the 
members of the church be well 
underftood, to eftablifh a uniform 
rule of practice. 

The following is an attempt to 
explain the true meaning of Mat. 
xviii, 15th. ‘* Moreover, if thy 
brother fhall trefpafs againit thee, 
go and tell him his fault between 
thee and him alone: if he fhall 
hear thee, thou halt gained thy 
brother.””—Explanation. If thou 
fhalt know a Chriftian brother to, 
be guilty of a fault, and to have 
f{candalized the Chriftian name by 
his fin, go and reprove him for his 
fin in the moft convincing, yet the 
moft gentle manner that thou 
canft ; and that he may feel thy 
love and tender regard to his foul 
in it, let it be done in the moit fe- 
cret manner, between thee and 
him alone. If he will acknow- 
ledge thy kindnefs to him, in this’ 
Chriftian reproof, it is well, for 
by this means thou halt gained 
thy brother. He will then re- 
turn to the way'of his duty ; and 
the fnendfhip between thee and 
him will thus be eftablifthed on 
firmer foundations than ever, in 
confequence of this fubftantial 
token of thy impartial fincerity 
and franknefs of temper. 

Queft. What if the offending | 
brother deny the charge, or what 
if he acknowledge it ; and yet, re- 
fufe to make fuitable acknowledg- 
ment to God, before me, for his 
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fin, I being the only witnefs,— 
fhall I, in fuch a cafe, tell his fin 
to any of the brethren of the 
church, or to any other perfon ?—~ 
Anf. No. You ought to keep 
it a prosound fecret in your own 
breait; to let no perfon, on earth, 
know it. But, lamenting the 
hardnefs of fuch a brother’s heart, 
you ought to remind the guilty 
offender of the evil of his fin and 
impenitence as often as you have 
a convenient opportunity ; and to 
pray God to open his eyes, and 
give him repentance. ‘To tellany 
perfon of fuch a fin in a Chriftian 
brother, while his character other- 
wile remained good, would be to 
become a guilty tranfgreflor of a 
divine rule yourfelf. For, it is 
an exprefs command of God, that 
One witnefs fhall never be admitted 
as fufficient to condemn a perfon 
for any iniquity. Deut. xix. 15. 
*¢ One witnefs fhall not rife up a- 
gainft a man for any iniquity, ar 
for any fin, in any fin that he fin- 
neth : at the mouth of two wit- 
neffes, or at the mouth of three 
witnelles fhall the matter be efta- 
blithed.””. The reafon for this 
rule is obvious ; becaufe, in the 
eyes of the church the teftimony 
of one brother is in all refpects as 
good as that of another. When. 
therefore one charges and the 
other denies, there is a contradic- 
tion between them, but no proof 
which of the two is guilty. It is 
therefore wrong to bring a fufpi- 
cion upon a brother’s character, 
when it is well known there can be 
no legal proof of his tranfgreffion. 
Queft. 2d. Have Ia right, 
when a brother has penitently con- 


feffed his fin to God, before me, 


I being the only witnefs, to men- 
tion his fin and confeffion to any 
other perfon? Anf. No. You 
have no. right unneceflarily te 
bring a fufptcion upon a brother, 
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or to publith his failings to the 
world, His penitent confeffion 
has reftored him to your charity, 
and why fhould you make him 
appear weak in the eyes of ano- 
ther ?—Quef. 3d. But, does not 
the command to take with thee 
one or two more brethren of the 
church, for witnefles, when the 
offender is obitinate, plainly imply 
that one witnefs is fufficient to 
condemn an offender publicly? 
Anf. No. The end'to be an- 
f{wered, by taking thefe perfons 
for witnefles is not to lead the 
fuppofed offender into temptation 
to fin, or to enfnare him by artful 
queftions, when there was no 
proof before againft him. For 
he has a right, if upon trial, to 
plead not guilty, and to require 
proof before confeffion in the fight 
of'men. But the end of taking 
thefe brethren for witnefles, is 
upon the {uppofition, that, tho 
the church are ignorant of the 
offence of the brother, yet, the 
world can afford fuflicient witaeff- 
es to prove his wickednefs, and 
are ready to publifh it to the inju- 
ry of the Chriflian name, except 
private fatisfaction foon be made. 
‘They are therefore taken to add 
greater weight to the admonition 
given, to filence his objections and 
bring him to a fenfe of his fault, 
before it be any further fpread in 
the world, to his injury and the 
difgrace he the Chiiftian name ; 
and to prevent difputes, and ae 
tify the condu& of the aggrieved 
brother, if the matter fhould fi- 
nally be brot before the church, 
fhowing by good evidence, that 
every reafonable ftep was taken to 
prevent a public difcovery of the 
crime.—Ver. 16, “ Butif he will 
not hear thee, then take with thee 
one or two mote, that in the 
mouth of two or three witneffes 


every word may be eftablified.” 
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—Explanation. But, if he will 
not confefs his fault, in this pn- 
vate way, then take with thee 
one or two more perfons of char- 
acter and reputation in the church, 

that their prefence may add weight 
to the admonition given, and ferve 
to filence his objections, and brin 

him to a fenfe of his fault, and of 
the expediency of preventing its 
further fpread in the world, by aw 
humble confeffion of it to God, 

before all offended ; or to prevent 
difputes, and juftify thy condu&, 
and be witnefles before the church 
that the firft ftep has been ta- 
ken, according to the direétion in 
the preceding verfe, if the matter 
fhould be brot before the church, 
fince in the mouth of two or three 
witnefles every word may be eftab- 
lithed more effectually than it 
could otherwife have been.—Ver. 
17. And if he fhall neglect to 
hear them, tell it unto the church: 
but if he negle& to hear the 
church, let him be unto thee ag 
an heathen man and a publican.”” 
—LExplanation. But, if he fhall 
{till perfilt in his fault, and reject 
their advice for peace, then tell it 
to the whole church to which he 
belongs, and among whom he has 
immediate communion in gofpel 
ordinances; and if they fiad him 
guilty, and he rejeCt their reproof, 
you have then done your utmoft 
to reclaim him ; and while he con- 
tinues in this ungodly temper, 
you will-do well to enter your 
proteft againit it, by forbearing 
any intimate friendfhip with fuch 
aperfon. In fucha cafe, let him 
be to thee even as a heathen, and 
a publican, cut off from the priv- 
ileges and communion of the 
church, until reftored by repent- 
ance andconfeffion; or as other no- 
ted finners, to whom you would 
perform only the common offices 
of humanity, but would avoid their 
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lows in the two next verfes, it 1s 
apprehended was fpoken to the 
apoftles as fuch, and had particu- 
lar reference to the power given 
them, as infpired men, after the 
death of Chrift, to fet afide the 
Jewith ritual, and to fet up the 
gofpel difpenfation, with its holy 
ordinances, baptifm fn the name 
of the Trinity, and the Lord’s 
fupper, as inftituted by Chrift, as 
they did on the day of Pentecoit, 
with the promife that. whatever, 
as apoftles, any two of them fhould 
think proper to afk in prayer, in 
,Chrift’s name, as the miraculous 
‘confirmation of any of their deter- 
minations, God would immediate- | 
ly do it for them.—The church 
of Rome has built her do€trine of 
infallibility and her lying miracles 
upon thefe two verfes, by declar- 
ing that this power of binding 
and loofing, and this promife of a 
miraculous anfwer to prayer, is 


‘no fuch power or faith, as is here 
deferibed; has exifted in the Chrif- 
tian church fince the apottolic age. | 
That Chrift was in thefe two 
verles {peaking dire@lly to his dif’ 
ciples as fuch, appears, not only. 
from the things promifed, but 
from their bemg privately with 
him in the houfe, when he fpoke 
thefe words, Mat. xvii. 25, and 
xvili, I.—ver, 18, «¢ Verily I fay 
unto you, whatfoever ye fhall 


bind on earth, fhall be bound in 
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intimate fociety as fcandalous ; 
and to whom you are not under, 
thofe peculiar obligations binding 
upon Chriftian brethren to each 
other. 
This it is conceived, contains 
the whole of the dire&tion which 
Chrift has given the Chriftian 


church, for a rule ef practice, af- 
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heaven.”’-——Explanation. Such is 
the rule, (referring tothe preced- 
ing verfes,) which you, my apof- 
tles, are to inculcate on my other 


followers, refpeCting the future 


government of the church, and 
let them fee to it, that they duly 
regard you, not only in this par- 
ticular, but in all your other in- 
ter the apoftolic age. What fol- | ftructions ;. for, verily I fay unto 
you, you fhall be furnifhed with 
fuch divine illumination and af- 
fiftance, as fhall abundantly con- 
firm the authority of your. deci- 
fions on every cafe and queftion 
which may occur: yea, fo fully 
fhall ye be inftruéted in my will, 
and in the conftitution of my 
kingdom, that whatfoever ye fhall 
bind on earth, fhall be bound in 
heaven ; and whatfoever ye fhall 
loofe on earth, fhall be loofed in 
heaven : that is, ye fhall have au- 
thority to declare what précepts 
of the Mofaic religion are fuper-- 
ceded, and what are continued ; 
what rites in the church are to 
be changed in confequence of my 
death, and what new rites are to 
be inftituted and applied in their 
{tead, as equally expreflive of my 
love and promife to believers and 
their feed ; and what things are 
allowed or forbidden to my difci- 
ples ; and I will myfelf confirm 
fill continued inthe church. But | your decifions, whether general 
or perfonal of this nature, as made 
by the influences of my unerring 
{pirit communicated to you, my 
apoftles, and will determine men’s 
eternal ftate after death in.a man- 
ner agreeable to them. 
Matt. xvi. 18, 19, * And I fay 
unto thee, that thou art Peter ; 
and upon this rock I will build 
my church ; and the gates of hell 
fhall not prevail again{t it. . And. 
I will give unto thee the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven : 


Compare 


and 


heaven : and whatfoever ye fhall’| whatfoever thou fhalt bind on 


loofe on earth, fhall be loofed in 


earth fhall be bound in heaven ¢ 
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and whatfoever - thou fhalt loofe 
on earth fhall be loofed in. hea- 
ven.”? John xx.°22, 23. “ And, 
when he faid this, he breathed on 
them, and faith unto them, re- 
ceive ye the Holy Ghoft. Whofe 
foever fins ye remit, they are ie- 
mitted unto them; and whofe 
foever fins ye retain, they are re- 
tained.”,—Ver. 19. “ Again I 
fay unto you, that if two of you 
fhall agree on earth, as touching 
any thing that they fhall afk, it 
fhall be done for them of my fa- 
ther which is in ‘heaven.”’—Ex- 
planation. And 4s a convincing 
‘token and full demonftration of 
this power granted you, my apof- 
tles, I fay unto you, that this au- 
thority and power not only fhall 
attend the actions of your whole 
‘united body, but, even, if any 


two of you fhall agree together | 


here on earth, concerning any 
thing which, as apoftles, they 
fhall think it proper to afk in 
prayer, for the miraculous con- 
firmation of any of their determin- 
ations, it fhall be immediately 
done for them by my father in 
heaven.—That this promife re- 
ferred to a miraculous dnfwer of 
prayer, made to the apoflles as 
fuch, and not to the agreement 
of common Chriftians in prayer, 
is evident by comparing it with 
the {criptural account of a mira- 
culous faith, and with the differ- 
ent manner, in which the promife 
made to common believers is word- 
ed.” Miatr xxi 5315 220°* Jelus 
anfwered and faid unto them, 
verily I fay unto you, if ye have 
faith, and doubt not, ye fhall not 
only do this which is done to the 
fig tree, but alfo, if ye fhall fay 
unto this mountain, be thoy re- 
moved ; and be thou caft into the 
fea; it fhall be done. ‘And all 
things whatfoever ye fhall afl in 
prayer, believing ye hall receive.” 

Vou. ILI. No. 9. 
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| —This was clearly a miraculous 


faith, and required a miracle in 

the anfwer. None but the apof- 

tles ever had it fince the fetting 

up of thg gofpel difpenfation. 

But this promife is fimilar to the 

one under confideration. This. 
kind of faith the apoftles fome- 
times experienced. Peter and 
John exercifed it, when they faf- 

tened their eyes upon the lame 

man, who was laid at the beauti- 
ful gate of the Temple, and com- 

manded him in the name of Jefus 
Chrift of Nazareth to rife up and 
walk, which he inftantly did,’ be- 
ing completely healed in a mo- 
ment. Paul had it, when the mi- 
raculous gifts of the Holy Ghoft 
were communicated to the per- 
fons on whom he laid his hands ; 
and when he faid to Elymas, the 
forcerer, *« Behold the hand of the 
Lord is upon thee, and thou fhalt 
be blind, not feeing the fun for a 
feafon. And immediately there 
fell on him a mift and a darknefs : 

and he went about feeking fome 
to lead him by the hand.” But 
in diflinction from fuch a grant, 
in all cafes, of the identical thing 
aflked for by the believer, the pro- 
mife made to the prayer of the 
common believer 1s not. that the 
identical thing fhall always be 
granted ; but, that what, on the 
whole, fhall be for his beft good 
and for the glory of God fhall 
be granted him. ‘This makes the 
latter promife very different from 
the former; and plainly proves 
that the faith of the former has 
never been found in any perfon, 
who had not the power of work- 
1 John,.v. La, 15. 
<< And this is the confidence that 
we have in him, that‘if we afl any 
thing according to his will, he 
heareth us. . And if we know 
that he hear us, whatfoever we 
afk, we know that we ‘have the 
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petitions that we defired of him.” 
-—From this promife it appears the 
believer’s petition is gracioufly ac- 
cepted, tho it may be inconfiftent 
with the glory of God to grant the 
identical thing requefted. A de- 
nial of the thing afked, if incon- 
fitent with the glory of God and 
the believer’s real good, is virtu- 
ally granting the petition. Inall 
tuch cafes denial is mercy, tho it 
often may appear, to the Chriftian, 
in judgment. 

“Ver. 20. “ For where two or 
three are gathered together in my 
name, there am J in the midft of 
them.”—-This appears to be a 
general promife, haying a primary 
reference to the apoftles as fuch, 
from what had been faid in the 
preceding verfe, but a general re- 
ference to believers as fuch, ex- 
tending back to the rule, includ- 
ing two or three, given for deal- 
ing with an offending brother.— 
Tnferences. ft. Chrift has here 
reminded us of the imperfection 
of Chriftians, in providing a rule 
of praGice to reclaim fuch as 
backflide.—2d. Hence we learn, 
the indifpenfible duty of the 
church itriétly to watch over all 
its members, according to the di- 
reGtions here given, to fave them 
from difgrace and ruin.—3d. We 
further learn, that the 18th and 
roth verfes, in the xvii. chapter 
of Matthew, were fpoken to the 
apoftles as fuch; and, therefore, 
that no fuch power or faith are 
now to be found in the Chriftian 
church.—What precepts they 
have bound upon us and what 
rites they have enjoined, we mutt 
obey and practice ; and whatever 
precepts or rites of the Mofaic 
religion they have declared to be 
fuperceded, by them we are no 
longer bound. 
the apoftles have eftablithed, as 
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practice, bythem we are all bound, 


-and according to them we hall 
be all judged, in the laft great 
day. 


ZEPHO. 

Admonitions from the Death Bed: 
[Continued from Vol. II. p. 388. } 

NUMBER VIL... 
EATH will effe& a change 
D in our circumftances, great- 
er, no doubt, than we can now 
conceive. In the folemn hour. 
when the foul fhall part with the 


- body, with all earthly friends and 


earthly things, who can tell what 
fcenes may open, what thoughts 
occur, what new objeéts prefent 
to the mind? Our prefent com- 
panions cannot accompany us. 
ther ;—all worldly things, to 
which we now look for comfort 
and fupport, will vanifh in a mos 
ment ; they cannot defcend after 
us. In the world of fpirits, what | 
company fhall we meet ?——What 
kind of exiftence fhall we have? 
What objects of enjoyment fhall 
we feek ? Our confcioufnefs will 
certainly remain ; yea, our men- 
tal faculties will, no doubt, be 
enlarged, when difencumbered of 
the earthly part, and be capable 
of more exquifite fenfations of 
either happinefs or woe. What 
then will comfort us when part- 
ing with every earthly comfort ? 
Where fhall we feek a friend to 
accompany us in that dreary paf- 
fage, where no earthly friend can 
attend us—one who is able to di- 
rect our unfkilfal feet in that un- 
tried way ; to protect and hap- 
pify us thro all the unknown 
{cenes which may prefent in. the 
eternal ftate ? ag 
Ave we all mortal, every day 
expofed to the arreft of death ! 


matters of faith, or as rules of | Is it not then important, that 


» 
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fuch like thoughts thould be f 
iniliat to us? ‘That We fhould fre- 


quently meditate on the folemn 
{cene; aid on what may be a fuit- 


At the age of feventeen or 

‘eighteen years, fhe appeared to 
be bro’t near to death by ficknefs; 
his gave her little or no 
=sihe recovered and lived 
ears, as before, fecure in 
the tho’t that fhe was not fo finful 
as many others. She was again 
feized with a difeafe, the threat- 
ening fymptoms of which foon 
fidered as means, has a greater excited. apprehenfions that het 
tendency to this, than a view of | days on earth mutt be few. Then 
the fentiments and feelings of | it pleafed God to difcover to her 
thofe who confider themfelves as | the profpe@ before her.—All her 
juft entering the eternal world ; | fond dreams of her own goodnels 
who have alfo a fenfe of the im- | vanifhed. She faw her fins to be 
portant change before them :—I | great indeed. She confidered 
fay who have a /enfe of this; for | herfelf as going into the prefence 
it is no proof that the change is | of God the judge, who regards 
not important, that many appear | not the outward appearance fo 
indifferent. about it, and are feen | much as the heart.—A’s her own 
‘to die as ftupidly as they live, | confcience condemned her alrea- 
wholly unconcerned, becaufetho’t- | dy, fhe could fee no profpe& of 
lefs, about the confequences. any thing but condemnation from 
Among many occafions I have | him ; and tho her bodily pain was 
had of attending the beds of the . great, it feemed forgotten in the 
fick and dying, of various charac. | anguifh ef her {pirit,—She ex- 
ters, none has more affeéted me | prefled a great fenfe of her folly 
than the following. and fin in negleGting the things 
Mira, defcended of pious pa- of her peace till this, which fhe 

- rents, who lived to fuperintend found to be a moft inconvenient 
her education, grew up in habits feafon. She had a great delire 
of external morality ; was con- | to obtain religious inftr uction, and 
ftant in her attendance on the | feemed to hear, literally, as for 
public worfhip of God, where her | her life, Tho too weak to con- 
behaviour was always fober and | verfe much, fhe wifhed to hear no 
decent. She had early inftruc- | converfation but on religion, and 
tion in the firft great principles of | to hear that conftantly ; for the 
Chriftianity, which, however, as i faid fhe had no time to lofe ; eve- 
is common, feemed only to float | ry moment appeared precious, and 
in an indiftinG, ‘confufed manner, | if fhe attempted to meditate by 
in her head, without affeCting her | herfelf, her tho’ts were{fo confufed 
heart. But as her outward be- | and diffipated, fhe could fix them 
haviour and refpeét to religion | on nothing, nor recollect what 
were fo regular and unblameable, | fhe had heard ; but when fhe was 
fhe tho’t herfelf better than many | fpoken to, it ferved to fik her 
others, and, like multitudes of a | tho’ts and keep them collefted. 
regular life and converfation, lit- | A lengthy difcourfe was accord- 
tle apprehended the neceffity of | ingly entered into, on fuch fub- 
any thing more to recommend | jects as were judged applicable to 
her to divine acceptance. her circumftaiices, to which fhe 


important for all, then any thing 
we can do, to call up attention to 
the fabje@, muft be an act of be- 
nevolence. 

Nothing, it is conceived, con- 
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Aiftened with fuch attention 
it feemed as if fhe had 
forgotten her great hodily dif 
‘This. was. repeated _,, for 
days.—She was fo earneftt 
prayers for her and with thery'that 
when prayer and converfation 
ceafed, fhe; would defire prayers 
again, repeating that fhe -knew 
not: how , to. lofe a moment ;. for 
fhe was jutt going into eternity, 
with, fin enough to fink her to 


endlefs ruin,.and could find no- | 


thing on which ‘to reft her foul. 
When Chrit’s fufficiency was 
mentioned, and his readinefs to 
receive and faye all repenting, be- 
lieving finners, fhe would reply, 
«¢ T know there is enough in him, 
but I cannot take hold of it, do 
pray for me,’’, &c. 

Thus fhe continued, with an 
‘appearance of anxiety not to be 
defcribed, till the became fo weak 
that fhe could only fpeak in whif- 
pers. Solemn and afieCting was 
the fcene, while every day was 
looked on as her laft, and. fhe had 
no hope.—The diftrefs. of par- 
‘ents, who had a, fenfe of the 
worth of a foul, on feeing a child 
going into eternity, in fuchacon- 
dition, can be known ; only .to 
_thofe who have been, called to. the 
trial. Thus were they left on 
Thurfday evening. —Entering the 
houfe on Friday, a new appearance 
was vifible in the countenances of 
the family. The parents difcov- 
ered a placid, yet folemn fhew of 
yoy, tho no hope appeared of their 
daughter’s recovery.—Mira_ap- 
peared calm and compofed, free 
from that perturbation and anxi- 
ety which had before been appa- 
rent,-a gleam. of hope. feemed 
vifible in her looks. 
tion, it appeared, that it had 


pleafed God, the night. before, to. 


inanifeft himfelf gracioufly to her 
foul, as fhe hoped, and to fill her 


Admonitions from the Death Bed. 
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with joy, and peace in believing. 


‘She had earneftly . prayed . for 
ftrength to fpeak. audibly, which 
fhe had. not been able to do for 
feveral days, that fhe might fhew 


| forth the praifes.of God, and ad- 


drefs.fome of her friends. A 


| number being prefent that morn- 


ing, by her defire, the was raifed 
up in bed, and fpake fo: as to be 
diftinGly heard, by allin the room, 
for more. than half an. hour,— 
fometimes in prayer and praife to 
God,——fometimes exprefling the 
views fhe had of his glory, and of 
the amiablenefs and fufficiency of 
Chrifl—and fometimes. prefling 


on. her friends and companions 


the importance of attending to 


religion, without delay; befeech- 


ing them not to negleé it, as the 
had done, till they came: to a 
death. hed.—She was unable to 
fpeak aloud any more, till Satur. 
day, when, a number of people 
being prefent, fhe fpake to them 
audibly, as the day before, and 
nearly as long. . When I faw her, 
on both of thefe days, fhe was fo 
exhaufted that I could only obtain 
fhort anfwers from her, in whif- 
pers, toa few queftions.— Her an- 
fwers, however, appeared to be 
dictated bya feeling heart, a found . 
judgment, a mind fully poffeffed 
of itfelf, free from confufion, de- 
rangement or enthufiafm. . 
Vifiting her on Sabbath morn- 
ing, the fymptoms of approaching 
diffolution were more. apparent 
than ever; neither fhe nor any 
one elfe expected fhe would live 
out the day ;. yet fhe fpake audi- 
bly and freely. sAv dark’ feene 
now prefented to her mind. She 
complained that fhe had loft, ima 
great .meafure,. thofe views of 
God and fpiritual things which 
the had. enjoyed, and feared all 
her hope had been a delufion.— 
This was to her a trying time,—. 


1803. 
ihe was fenfibly dying, and God 


had withdrawn himfelf, which 
. made her lament in the language 


of Job, Behold I go forward 


but: he is not there, and backward 
but I cannot perceive him; on 
the left hand where he doth work, 
but T cannot behold him ; he hid- 
eth himfelf on the right hand, 
that I cannot fee hin—O that I 
knew where I might find him.” 
Being afked if the did not think 
fhe deferved fuch-a rebuke’; if it 
were not juftin God thus to deal 
with her ? She replied to this ef- 
fe&t, “* Ovyes, I deferve it ; I de- 
ferve to receive no good from 
God; if he never fhews me favor 
he will be juft.”” When lying a 
few minutes, as if in deep contem- 
plation and prayer, fhe fuddenly 
faid,; with great emphafis, « O I 
fee him, I fee him again, Jefus my 
Lord.—He comes, leaping upon 
the mountains, fkipping upon the 
hills—all my fins don’t hinder 
him ;—I fhail go and be with him 
I long to be with him. Ae 
Jefus can make a dying bed, 

Feel foft as downy pillows are; - 
While on his breaft 1 lay my head, 
_And breathe my life out fweetly there. 

Oh, this comes right,—this 
day I fhall go and be with him ; 
—my firft day in heaven will be a 
fabbath.”? In fuch a frame the 
continued, till fhe died. 

In a view of this cafe, the fol- 
lowing thoughts naturally occur. 
1. The hopes of heaven, which 
are built only ona vilible morality, 
regular life and external obferv- 
ance of the forms of religion, 
cannot abide the trial; they {land 
on fand, and will be {wept away 
when the itorm comes.—They 
can laft no longer than the blind- 
nefs of the heart continues.—As 
foon as one, who has fuch an 
hope, fees his true character,. in 


that very hour his hope will perith, 


Tbe incalculable value of W; ifdorn. 


357 


‘Inftead of hoping for heaven, he 
| will fee hirnfelf to be a child of 


deftru€tion, that the wrath of 
God abides on ‘him:—A multi- 
tude of fuch’ felf-deceivers are, 
doubtlefs, inthe world.—-Maythey 
be undeceived while they have a 
{fpace''to repent! ‘2. Let none, 
who fee their guilt and need of 
pardon, defpair of mercy while 
life. lafts:—-The fovereion Lord, 
who delighteth in mercy, may 
glorify the riches of his ‘goodnefs, 
by taking them into his fervice at 
the eleventh hour. Nor, 3. ‘Let 
any be encouraged, from fuch an 
inftance, to delay their repentance 
to a ‘dying bed. This is the 
height of folly and prefumption ; 
for very few of thofe who defer 


the matter to that late hour, are 
| ever hopefully brought to repent. 


ance, in comparifon of thofe who 
die either in utter thoughtlefinefs 
and infenfibility, or in fear and 
defpair of mercy.— A death bed, 


| inftead of being the beft time for 


beginning repentance, will need 
all the fupports of religion, of a 
tried, holy fubmiffion to God, a 
proved, confirmed faith in the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, producing an 
hope, which entering within ‘the 
vail, may be’ as an anchor to the 
foul, fure and ftedfatt. 

SOLER VG. 


For THE ConnecricuT EVAN- 
GELIcCAL MacGazine. 


L coy OW mich bet- 
ae/fions ter is it to get 
wifdom than gold ? and to get 
underftanding rather to be chofen 
than filver??? Prov. xvi. 16. 

Anfwer. By wildom and un- 
derftanding Solomon doubtlefs in- 
tended the fear of the Lord, con- 
fifting in the principle, the exer- 
cifes, and the practice of true 
piety and real religion; with 
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which the favor 6f God, and eter- 
yal life are connected. There- 
foré, as much as God’s everlaft- 
ing favor exceeds, in real. value 
and importance, any quantity of 
gold and filyer—as tnuch as eter- 
nity i longer than time, or as 
fiuch a8 man’s future exiftence 
will éxceed in length of duration, 
the period of his prefent life, and 


as much as the fim of whole a-. 


fount of réal good comprifed in 
the endlefs glory and happinefs of 
Heaven, viewed in contraft with 
a ftate of never-ending mifery, 
éxceeds the amount of real good 
tomprifed in and certainly con- 
ected with the acquifition of fil- 
ver and gold; fo much better is it 
to get wifdom than gold, and fo 
much is the acquifition of under- 
flanding rather to be chofen than 
filver. Hence, is it not very fur- 
prifing, that mankind, under the 
clear light of the fcriptures, do 
not feek after wifdom, with as 
great ardor and engagednefs, as 
any ever feek for filver—that they 

‘do not fearch for it, with as in- 
tenfe defire, and conftant atten- 
tion, and perfevering diligence, as 
any ever fearch for hidden trea. 
fares ! 


- PHILEUSEBES. 


For THE Connecticut EyaAn- 
GELICAL MAGAZINE. 


Awakening Thoughts. 


as Y HEN a wicked man 

dieth his expectation 
fhall perifh.” So faid the wife 
king Solomon, under the fure 
guidance of the fpirit of truth. 
Hence, what an awful day, in- 
deed, will the day of their death 
“be to the wicked! A great part 
pt their prefent comfort arifes 
not fo much from what they al- 


Awakening Thoughts. 
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ready enjoy, as from what they 
hope for andexpeét. If all hope 
was entirely removéd from thé 
wicked, and they were fully con- 
vinced, that they had already ré- 
ceived all the good—all the plea- 
furé, comfort or happinefs, which 
they are evér to have, their hearts 
would evidently bé filled with be- 
foré-unknown diftrefs. Yet this, 
and tnuch more, will take place 
at the day of their death. They 
will then Clofe their éyes forever 
on all things here below, and 
have no moré forevér a portion in 
any thing which is done undét 
the fun. All their pleafures and 
comfortable enjoyments will then 
be at a perpetual end—all their 
fond hopes and expeCtations en- 
tirely cut off and goné forever, 
and aneternal fate of darknefs and 
defpair will open upon them. 
They will find, with the fich man 
in the parable, that hey have re- 
ceived their Sood things in their 
life time, even @// the good they 
are ever to Have, and that all now 
remaining for them is to be tor- 
mented, without. refpite or allevi- 
ation, forevermore. How dread- 
ful, then, beyond the power of 
language to deferibe, or of human 
minds to Conceive or comprehend, 
mutt that day be to the wicked ! 
and efpécially to thofe of them 
who have lived, as many do, in 
the fond and confident expedta- 
tion of happinefs and glory in 
the world to come !—What can 
be thought of, more infupporta- 
bly fhocking and overwhelming 
to the human heart, than for fuch 
as have lived in the pleafing and 
confident expectation, that they 
fhall dwell and reign in the world 
of happinefs and glory, to find, 
at once, all their fond hopes ut- 
terly cut ‘off, and themfelves in 
the world of mifery and torment 


1803.) 


-unutterable, and in complete def- 
pair of relief or refpite thro the 
never-ending ages of eternity !— 
Hence how awfully dangerous is 
the ftate of the wicked every day 
and every hour! Our lives are 
in God’s hands, and he can take 
them away whenever he pleafes, 
The wicked in particnlar, being 
out of Chrift, and under the 
curfe of God’s broken law, have 
no title, by covenant promife, to 
life or any good whatever, but 
are lable, every day and hour 
and minute, to be cut off from 


Religions Lutelligence. 
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Religious Intelligence. 


_ BY a recent letter from the 
Rev. Mr. Bacon, Miffionary to 
the Indians, it appears that he 
is at Michillimackinack, makin 
preparation to vifit fome of the 
tribes the enfuing fpring. He 
meets with fome unexpeéted em- 
barraffments ; but thefe, inftead 
ef abating his zeal, make him 
more engaged to attempt to do 
fomething for the Indians. The 
obitacles in the way of communi- 
cating the gofpel to thofe poor, 


life, and from every fource of | perithing pagans are many and 


comfort, and placed beyond the 
hope of happinefs forever. And 


off in childhood and youth, and 


fome in riper years.—How evi- 


dent is it, then, that the wicked | 


are continually in an exceedingly 
awful and dangerous ftate ! How 
could any man foberly view him- 
felf as liable every day to be cut 
off from the living, and that, un- 
der a full conviction that when 
_ he dies, all his hopes will utterly 
perifh, without fenfibly feeling 
that his ftate was awful and dan- 

erous indeed—fuch as no wife 
perfon could think fafe to be reit- 
ed in fora moment! Is it not then 
high time for every one, who yet 
ranks among the wicked, in the 
fcriptural fenfe in contradiftinc- 
tion from the righteous, to re- 
pent, and turnto God thro Jefus 
Chrift, and do works meet for re- 
pentance ! Can it be thot prudent 
and fafe—can it be rationally 


viewed in any other light, than. 


ef daring, wicked prefumption, 
for any to go on fecure in the 
ways of their own heart, and 
neglect the great falvation now 
clearly exhibited, and graciouf- 


ly propofed to them in the gof- | 


pel! 
PHILEUSEBES. 
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great; this fhould animate the 


ppine , ' prayers and quicken the exertions 
fome are, in fa&t, fuddenly cut 


of the friends of Chrift, and while 
they do all that lies in their pow-» : 


er they muft fubmiffively wait 


God’s time to crown their efforts 
with fuccefs, co 
Mr. Bacon, after fpeaking of 
many delays and troubles, fays, 
‘if thofe who fupport the mif- 
fion will have patience and refo- 
lution to continue their prayers. ~ 
and exertions, I am fhill in hopes, 
if I am f{pared, to have fomething 
to communicate in years to come 
which will rejoice their hearte, 
and thro the thankigivings of 
many redound to the glory of God. 
Perhaps it will be found, on ex- 
amination, that the events of the 
prefent year are not, on the whole, 
fo difcouraging as what they might 
feem at firft view. It is notorious 
that Indians are naturally {hy— 
that they are flow in their decifions 
on the moft common cafes—that 
they are extremely cautious in ac- 
cepting the faireft propofals of 
others, unlefs fanctioned by their 
own experience. ‘Thefe obferva- 
tions will univerfally hold true 
with refpe&t to them, except they 
arefeduced from their ftedfatt pure 
ofes by the intoxicating draught. 
When an object ig prefented to 
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them, they fhould be left to ap- 
proach, and withdraw from it, at 
their leifure, till their judgment is 
formed. And if its afpeét is not 
evidently forbidding, their fcruples 
will be likely to vanifh as it be- 
comes familiar. As they will not 
haftily, adopt any thing that is 
new, and as they are difpofed to 
think and a& for themfelves, to 
urge them to an immediate deci- 
fion with refpeét to an obje& with 
which they are unacquainted, is 
the fure way to make them decide 
againit it, notwithftanding all that 
can be done by the moft perfuafive 
arguments or the influence of 
friends. Thefe tho’ts have helped 
to confole me of late under a _re- 
view of the grievous delays I have 
met with.”’ 


POEKARY., 
COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL. 


The awakened and repenting finner’s 
refolve. 
I. AIN world,I bidthee now adieu! 
Too long haft thou detain’d my 
heart ; 

To heav’h’s bleft hills I tarn my view, 
And willingly from thee | part. 
2. For happinefs in thee I’ve fought, 
But folid blifs could never find: . 
‘Thy pleafures are too dearly bought, 
And often leave a fting behind. 
3. The dream is fled, my foul awakes, 
With wonder thy deceits I fee: 
My peace a guilty confcience breaks, 
And bids me from thy follies flee. 


4. A voice of mercy trom the fkies 


Poetry. 
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Proclaims a dying Saviour’s love, - 
Calls me frony guilt and death to rife, ’ 
And feek unfading joys above. .. 

5- My foul the call divine obeys, 


_Jefus, a prodigal forgive ; 


Transform me by thy fov’reign grace, 
And bid the dying finner live. 

6. I truft thy fure unchanging word, 
Humbly my all to thee’ refign 5 - ; 
Be thou my friend, my portion, Lord, 
And feal my heart forever thine. 


Fefus the Chriftian’s refuge in trouble. 

1. PESUS, my Saviour and my king, 
Thy mercy and thy truth I'll fing; 
Thy pard’ning mercy hath no bound, : 
And all thy words are faithful found. 
2. When firft my finful ftate I faw, 
And fled the terrors of the law, 
Oppreft with guilt and hopelefs grief, 
Jefus, in thee I found relief. 
3. And now, beneath thefe clouded fkies, 
While waves of trouble round me rife, 
Shall I thy goodnefs doubt, or fear 
Thou wilt no more attend my prayer ? 
4. I will not fear; thy grace and pow’r 
Have often cheer’d my darkeft hour : 
My fun, my fhield, I know thy name, 
Thy pow’r and grace are ftill the fame. 
5. Thou knoweft why thy children 
mourn, 
For thou haft all their burdens borne ; 
Exalted now, thou hear’ft their cry, 
And for their aid art ever nigh.» 
6.,fhough fore temptations vex my 
peace, 

At thy command the ftorm fhall ceafe 5 
Be thou niy ftrength, and ev'ry foe 
The conquefts of thy grace fhall know. 
7. Tho ficknefs turn my frame to duft, 


| Jefus, in thee Iifix my truft: 
. Thou cant reftore my fainting breath, 


Or grant a victory in death. 
PHILANDER. 


Donations to the Miffionary Society of Conne@icut. 
January 18. Solomon Goodell, Jamaica, Vermont, appro- =D. ¢. 


priated.to Indian Miffons, . 9. 2. 60. 
28. Rey. John Willard, New Settlements, . -. 
Feb. 11. -From.a friend of; Miffions, |}... 5... ie siebne te 


NOTE, 


In the Editors? New Year's addrefs p. 24%, it is mentioned. that the 
Rev. Mr. Potwine was the only minifler who had died in this _flate du- 
ring the year 1802... This was a miftake which the. Editors hope their 


readers will excufe. 


The Reverend and learned Yohn Dewotion, for ma- 


ny years Pajflor of the third Society:in Saybrook, died the 6th of laft Sep- 


tember. 


% 


ES amet ri ‘ : 
Se eye 


POUT HE 


Conneticut’ Evangelical Magazine. 


[PUBLISHED ACCORDING To acT oF CONGRESS.] 


——— . 
—— = 


Vou. III.] APRIL, 1803. — _[No. to. 


For roe Connecticut Evan 
GELICAL MAGAZINE. 


_ Attempis to propagate the Gofpel 
among the Indians in New Eng- 


land, &Se. bey 

. [ Continued from p. 257.] 

er NUMBER Vil. 
CHAPTER II. 


Concerning the propagation of the 
Gofpel among the Indians in 
New England, particularly in 
the colonies of the Maffachu/etts, 
and New Plymouth, in the feven- 
teenth century, by the .miffonary 
labors of the Rev. Foln Eliot, 
of Roxbury, and of thofé divines, 
who, after Jome time, were affo- 
ciated with him, as fellow-labor- 

ers in the good work. | 


IntTRopuCcTIon:——Some ac- 
count of Mr. John Eliot prior to 
his. coming to New England— 
His arrival, and fettlement in the 
Miniftry, at Roxbury, near Bof- 
ton—Of the refolution he formed 
to make an attempt to: gofpelize 
the Heathen, particularly in Maf- 
fachufetts and New Plymouth col- 
onies ; and of his preparing him- 
felf for a Miffion by learning the 

Vou. ILI. No. 10, 
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language of the natives about the 
year 1644— AG of the General 
| Affembly of the Maflachufetts to 
encourage the chriftianizing _ of 
the Indians—Of the affiftance Mrs 
Eliot received from the Minifters, 
and the encouragement given by 
good men, in'general, in the New 
England colonies—QOf his firft 
public effay in 1646, to inftrué& 
fome, of the natives a few miles 
from his own houfe ; his mode of 
inftruction, ‘and the pleafing prof- 
pect which opened upon his firft 
vifits—Of his tranflating the Bi- 
ble, and other books upon divine 
fubjeéts into the Indian language 
—His early care, that fchools , 
fhould be initituted among the In- 
dians—His reducing thofe whom 
he firlt taught, to fome degree of 


| civil order; and induftry——General 


Court of Maffachufetts pafs fome 
Refolves to reduce the natives to 
civil order—Indians at Concord 
exprefs their defire to be civilized, | 
and taught Chriftianity ; and a 
vifit is paid them for this purpofe 
to fome good effeQ—Mr. Eliot’s 
great diligence in his miffionary 
work—-The obftructions he met 
with in purfuing his work ; the 
hard{hips he endured, and the 
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dangers. to which he was expofed 
in his miffionary courfe ; and his 
patience, fortitude, perfeverance, 
and tru in Divine Providence 
amidft all his trials and perils— 
Brief account of the London So- 
elety for propagating the Gofpel 
in New England, and parts adja- 
cent, who aflifted in fupporting 
the Miffionaries—Of the fettle- 
ment of the Indians at Natick,, 
and forming themfelves into a 
body politic under the dire&ion 
of Mr. Eliot—They defire to be 
formed into a Church: Elders 
and Brethren from neighboring 
-churches convene upon the occa- 
fion, and examine their qualifi- 
cations. 

Revi Richard: Mather’s.remarks 
upon the ferious appearance ofthe 
Indians. at Natick: at the timethe 
council: met to. examine them.* 
Gathering a church, and ordain- 
ing aminifter at Mafhipauge— 
Of: Mr. Bliot’s: afftftants: mn -his 
miffionary fervices—The ftate: of 
the chriftianized churches. and 
congregations under the: fuperin- 
tendance: of Mr. Eliot:in 1670— 
Religious exercifes in the Indian 
congregations, and a f{pecimen. of 
the exhortations, or fermons: of 
two. of their teachers, compre- 
hended within avery:narrow: com- 


pais. 
INTRODUCTION. 


IT’ is matter of regret. to the 
compiler, that he has* not’ been 
able, after much eaquiry:made by 
his ‘friends and ‘himtelf, to obtain: 
any books upon the’ fubject of 
Mr. Eliot’s Miffion and: labors, 
prior to Dr. Cotton: Mather’s hif- 
tory of his life, publifhed» in: the 
latter part of the feventeenth'cen- 


NE a 
* They-are kept. for a feafon, in the 


flate of Catechumens; and at length 
aye formed into a church. ; 
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tury. He that makes any. effays 
in hiftory, cannot but wifh for the 
benefit of original writers. How- 
ever, in the prefent cafe, this de- 
fei may be, in a good meafure, 
fupplied, by Dr. Cotton Mather, 
Mr. Neale, and Governor Hutch- 
infon.. Thefe.three gentlemen, 
at leaft the two firit, as it appears, 
had many of the original publica- 
tions. before, them, when ‘they 
wrote their hiftories ; and the laft 
had fome of them ; and they were 
gentlemen much efteemed in the 


_province of hiftory. 


In the feventeenth century, not 
a little was done to propagate the 
Gofpel among the Indians in New 
England. Some: writers: indeed,, 
contrary to: hiftoric truth; have 
attempted.to diminifh the work 5, 
and indeed have hadthe confidence 
to affirm, that what was.dene was 
trifling, fearcely worthy of being 
mentioned ; and» have» pafled’ fe- 
vere cenfures upon our anceftors ; 
but it will appear in the fequel, 
in connexion with: the narratives, 
which have been, already given,, 
that their cenfures were ill fqund- 
ed—that great pains were taken 
to propagate the Gofpel among 
the natives; and that, tho? many 
rejected the offer of the Gofpel, 
yet the endeavors.of the Miffion- 
aries were crowned with -no-fmall 
fuccefs. . 

However;.it may feem, at this 
day, not a little ftrange, that. fuch 
pious men as the early fettlers of 
New England: undoubtedly: were 
in general, fhould /o Jong neglect: 
to make any fpecial-attempts to: 
chriftianize the: Heathen, confi- 
dering that the: work: was. fo: be«. 
nevolent and “excellent; and. that»: 
the Charter; granted: by» King: 


| Charles: T; to the Maflachufetts.. 


Company, exprefsly mentions this. 
as-one defign of encouraging the 
plantation, that the: emigranta: 
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might have ‘an pportunity ‘to 
‘carry on this pious work: ‘the 


~words of the'Chatter are thefe, 
viz.’ ** To win and ‘incite the na-° 
‘tives of that country to the know-— 


“ledge ‘and obedience ‘of the only 
“true'God and Saviour of mankind, 
-vand the ‘Chriftian faith, is in-our 
royal intention; and the adven- 
turers’ free proteffion, is the prin- 
“eipal end of the plantation.’* 
A much better apology can be 
“made for'the colony of New Ply- 
mouth, than for either Maffachu- 
fetts or Conneticut ; and indeed 
‘a good apology for the early plant- 
ers of the former. 


* © As the converfion of the Hea-~ 
then was, from the firft, one profeffed 
aim of our forefathers in fettling New 
England; fo almoft all the royal char- 
ters, grants, letters patent, and acts of 
government, in England, relative to 
this country, have made mention ~of, 
and encouraged, yea enjoined upon the 

-fettlers the profecution of this pious 
‘defign : to which purpofe is the fol- 
lowing paflage in the charter of the 
Maffachufetts (ufually called the New 
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Charter) granted in the rath of Wil- | 


- liam and Mary—* To difpofe of mat- 
# ters and things whereby our fubjecs, 
® inhabitants of ourfaid province,may be 
* religioufly, peaceably and civilly gov- 
‘* erned, protected and defended; fo as 
« their good life, and orderly converfa- 
* tion may win the Indians, natives of 
“the country, to the knowledge and 
** obedience of the only true Ged, and 
“ Saviour of mankind, and the Chrif- 
“ tian faith; which his royal majefty, 
© our royal grandfather, King Charles 
“the Firft, in his faid letters patent 
« declared was his royal intention, and 
“ the adventurers’ free profeffion to be 


* the principal end of {aid plantation.” | 


—Dr, Mayhew’s Remarks upon Mr. 
Apthorp. 
William Penn, in the charter granted 


him as proprictary of Pennfylvania, by | 


King Charles the Second, is reprefented 
as having it in view, in propofing to 
fettie a colony“ To reduce the favage 
« natives, by gentle and juft manners, 
* to the love of civil fociety and the 
“ Obriftian religion.” 
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The ‘people of New Plymouth 
were, for many years, few in num- 
ber—+in very low circumftances at. 
their firft fettlenvent, and for ma- 
ny years after; having had their 
property gréatly reduced by per- 


‘fecution in their native country. ; 


by being obliged to temove to 
Holland, that they might enjoy 
that religious liberty which they 
were unreafonably denied in En- 
gland, and peaceably worfhip ~ 
Ged agreeably to the diftates of 
their confciences ; and by the 
great expenfe incurred by commg 
to New England, and making a 
fettlementhere. Befides, the lands 
on which they planted were far 
from being productive ; they met 
with heavy loffes at fea; they 
were alfo for a confiderable time 
deftitute of a fettled minifter ; 
Mr. Robinfon, their very worthy 
paftor, was prevented from com- 
ing over from Holland ; and after 
his death, for a‘confiderable courfe 
of years, they were repeatedly dif- 
appointed of having one fixed a- 
mong them for any long term. 
But the Maffachnfetts colony 
in particular, could not plead fuch 
{pecial inabilities, many of the 
firft planters having been gentle. 
men of a handfome property, fome 
of them opulent, and fundry of 
the original churches having been 
fupplied with two minifters each, 
as Bofton, Dorcltefter, Water- 
town, Salem, Ipfwich, Newbury,* 
and feveral others. There was no 
war, except that with the Pequots 
in 7637, till the general war in 
1675. That with the Pequots 
was not of long. continuance. 
Though there were repeated. dif- 
putes with the natives at other 
times, and there was a profpect 
of war breaking out, yet by one 


* Wonder working Providence of 
Zion’s Saviour in New England, 
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mean or another it was prevented, | 


and accommodations took place. 
The negle&s of the original 
_ planters were obferved by the na- 
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tion, that when the work. of gof- 
pelizing the Indians..was begun 
in earnelt, it, was carried on with 
vigor and perfeverance, both in 


tives, and, it may be, prejudiced , the colonies of Maffachufetts. and 
the minds of many of them againft , New Plymouth, by the excellent 
Chriftianity, and the profeflors of | Mr. Eliot.of Roxbury, near Bof- 


it. 


The Indians afked, “ How | ton, and other pious minifters, his 


it happened, if Chriftianity was of | affociates in the good work, whofe 


fuch importance, that for fix and 


twenty years the Englifh had faid 
nothing to them about it.’’* 


And a Sachem on Martha’s Vine- . 
yard told Mr. Mayhew, “ That ; 


he wondered the Englifh fhould 


be almioft thirty years in the coun- i 


try, and yet the Indians fools 


ftill.”’+—T he anfwer of the En- 


glith to thefe criminations. was, 
<< That they repented that they 


had not inftructed the Indians. in ' 


Chriftianity long ago ; telling the 


Indians, at the fame time, that , 
they were not willing to hear, &c. - 
Governor Hutchinfon ’ obferves, . 
that“ as one profeffed defign of , 
the colony charter was the gol. | 
pelizing the natives, fo.the jong | 


neglect of any attempt that way, 
eannot be excufed.”’ 


To fpeak of the neglects and | 
failings of predeceffors, or anceft- | 


Ors, is not, in itfelf, a pleafing 
topic ; and is not to be defended 
upon any other principle than that 
ei benefitting our contemporaries, 
and pollerity ; and promoting, if 
it may be, an extenfive good, 
The miftakes and omiffions. of 
thofe that have. gone, before us, 
are exhibited, as a caveat, to thofe 
that, fucceed ;. as well as their vir- 
tues an incentive to laudable ac- 
tions. ) 
Notwithitanding thefe negleéts, 
it muit however be allowed, and. 
fpoken of with high commenda- 


* Hutchinfon’s Hitt Maffa. vole i 
P 160. 


t Mayhew’s Indian Converts, p-80, | 


names will be mentioned. and their 
| worthy fervices related in the fe- 
, quel of the hiftory.  Laudable 
exertions were alfo made by feve- 
ral eminent minilters in-Conneéti- 
» cut to Chriitianize the Indians in 
that jurifdi@ion, The labors of 
' the. Miffionaries were encouraged 
by gentlemen of prime diftin¢tion 
~in the civil department, as well as 
: by their brethren in the miniftry, 
in the feveral colonies now men- 
_ tioned. we aed 


T may be acceptable to. fome, 
‘who. read the Evangelical 
Magazine, that before. an account 
be particularly given of Mr. Eli- 
ot’s faithful, laborious and fuc- 
_cefsful .miffionary labors, . there 
| fhould beinferted a brief account 
of him in the younger part of his 
hfe, (preceding his arrival in A- 
' merica) as drawn by Dr. C. Ma- 
| ther, and abridgedby Rev. Thom- 
‘as Prince* of Bofton. ‘tei 
 N. B. The. words ‘included | 
within brackets were, I fuppofe, 
inferted. by.Mr. Prince, 

«Mr. John Eliot was. born-in 
England [I fuppofe about Nov. 
1604. | His parents gave him-a 
pious education ; [and] his firft, 
times were feafoned with the fear 
of God, the word and. prayer... 
He was ,educated,at,-one. of the: 

-univerfities,; [1 fuppofe at-Cam-' 

bridge], God) had: furnifhed him 

with a good meafure of learving,, 

which made him capable \of ‘divi. 
* Annals; yo). ii, pugSiow oe. 
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ding the word aright. He was a’ 


moit acute * grammarian—under- 


ftood very well the [Greek and | 


Hebrew] languages, which God 


firft’ wrote the bible in—had a | 
good infight into allthe Eberal arts st 


but, above all, had a moft emi- 


appearance in the world was in the 
difficult, but very ‘neceflary em- 
ployment of /chool-mafler, which 
he difcharged with fidelity ; [I 
fuppofe under Mr. Hooker, in a 
fort of anacademy at Little Bad- 
dow, near Chelmsford in Effex : 
See account of Mr. Hooker. ] 
He had not’ paffed many changes 
in the world, before he knew the 
meaning of a faving turn to God 
in Chrift, by a true repentance. 
He had the privilege and happi- 
niefs of an carly conversion from the 
ways, which original fin difpofes 
all men unto. | One of the’ prin- 
cipal inftruments, which thé God 
of heaven ufed in tinging and fil- 
ling the mind of this chofen vef- 
fel with good principles was that 
venerable Thomas Hooker, whofe 
name in the churches of the Lord 
Jefus, is as ointment poured forth. 
It was an acquaintance with him, 
that contributed, more thana lit- 
tle, to the accomplifhing of our 
Elifha to that work to which the 
Moft High had defigned him. 
His (eral education having now 
the addition of religion to dire 
and improve it, gave fuch a bias 
to his young foul, as quickly dif- 
covered itfelf in very fignal inftan- 
ces. [And his being a'tutor of 
youth] rather prepared him for 
the further fervice, which ‘his 
mind was now fet upon. | Where- 
fore having dedicated himfelf to 
God betimes, he could not recon- 
cile -himfelf to any’ lefs’ way of 
ferving his'Creatorand Redeemer, 
than the miniftry~of the gofpel. 
[And] he was one mighty in the 


¢ 
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word, which enabled him to con- 
vince gainfayers, and {how him- 
felf a workman that needed not 
to be afhamed. But where, alas ! 
fhould he have opportunities for 
the exercifing of it? The Laudi- 


| an, Grotian, and Arminian faQion 


iment fkill in theology. His’ firit | 


[then] inthe church of Encland, 
in the ‘profecution of their grand 
plot for reducing England to a> 
moderate fort of Popery, had pitch- 
ed on ¢his, as one of their meth- 
ods for it, viz. to. difenable, as 
faft as they could, all the learned, 
godly, painful minifters of the. 
nation 3 and invent certain Shib- 
boleths, for deteGting and deftroy- 
ing fuch men as were cordial 
friends to the reformation. 

Tt was now atime, when there 
were every day, multiplied and 
impofed thofe unwarrantable cer- 
emonies in the worthin of God, 
by which the confcience of our 
confiderate Eliot counted the fe- 
cond commandment notorioufly 
violated. | 

It was now alfo a time, when 
Jome hundreds of thofe good peo- 
ple, who had the name of Puritans 
put upon them in f{eoff and con- 
tempt, traufported themfelves, 
with their families, and property 
into the deferts of America, that 
there they might peaceably ered Con- 
gregational Churches, and therein 
attend, and maintain all the pure in- 


Jfitutions of Chrifi ; having the 


encouragement of royal charters, 
that they fhould never have any 
interruption in the enjoyment: of 
thofe pleafant, and precious things. 
Here was a profpe&t, which 
[foon] determined the devout 
foul of our young Ehot to remove 
itito New England, while it was 
yet a land not fown. “He foon 
enlifted himfelf among thofe val- 
jant foldiers of Chrit, who cheer-~ 
fully encountered, firft the perils 
of the Atlantic’ Ocean, and then 
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the Fatigues of a New Englifh 
Wildernefs, that they might have 
an undifturbed communion with 
him,.in his appointments here. 
He came hither in Nov. 1631 [at 
27 vears of Age] ameng thofe 
bleffed old planters, who laid the 


foundation of a remarkable coun-. 


try, devoted to the exercife of 
the proteftant religion, in its pur- 
eit, and higheft reformation.” 

. This was the man, whom the 
great head of the Church faw fit 
to improve as an dnftrument of 
erecting his kingdom in many of 
thofe places where the prince of 
the power of the air had had his 
feat for ages, and reigned without 
‘control. 

On his arrival in New England, 
he foon joined himfelf. to the 
church at Bofton. Mr. Wilfon, 
the paftor of that church was 
gone back to England, that he 
might. perfect the fettlement of 
his affairs ; and in his abfence Mr. 

‘Hot fupplied his place. Upon 
the return of Mr. Wilfon, that 
church intended to have introdu- 
eed Mr, E:hot as his colleague ; 
but their defign was prevented 
from being carried into effea. 
Mr, Eliot had made an engage- 
ment to afelect number of Chrif- 
tian friends in England, that if 
they {hould come into thefe parts, 
before he fhould have the pattoral 
eare of any other church, he 
would fervethem in the gofpel. 
It happened that thefe friends 
iran{ported themfelves hither the 
year after, and chofe, for their 
habitation, the town, which they 
called Roxbury. A church be- 
ing now gathered at this place, 
he was, in Nov. 1632, ordained 
teacher of the church in Roxbu- 
ry, and officiated in it about 58 
years, 

Mr. Eliot was faithful to the 
people of his ecw charge ; and 
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was defirous of being as extenfrve- 
ly ufeful,.as lay in his power. 
He faw the Natives immerfed in 
great ignorance of the true God, 
and of that religion, which -he 
had taught from) ‘heaven. He 
found :that they ‘had «embraced 
grofs errors of a (pernicious ‘ten- 
dency. He obferved impiety, 
and immorality praCtifed among 
them in general with *but-Jittle 
fhame or reftraint. Hefaw them 
immerfed in the vileft fuperttitions 
—addiéted to the moft fhocking 
rites, which they viewed under 
the character of religious: rites ; 
worfhipping the devil, the prince 
of the power of the -air, fome- 
times under the name of «Chepian, 
but more generally under that of 
Abamocka,; or Hobamocko. Wim 
they confidered as a great evil 
{pirit, the author of natural ‘evil. 
To him they offered {acrifices up- 
on particular occafions to avert 
his difpleafure, and to incline him 
to remove any fpecial calamities 
which had befallen them. They 
appeared grofsly ignorant of the 
true worfhip of God. They had 
many vices, They were. falfe, 
malicious, and revengeful. The 
leatt injury produced in them a vio- 
lent hatred 5 and if the injury was 
very great, nothing could allay 
their hatred, but the death of the 
object of their paffion.. They 
were extremely cruel to their ene- 
mies ; cutting, and mangling their 
bodies; and then broiling them 
alive upon hot embers, and inflict. 
ing the moft exquifite torments 
they could imvent..- The men 
were idle to a proverb, never em- 
ploying themfelves about any oth- 
er bufinefs, than what was of ab. 
folute neceffity to their fupport, 
and {uch as the women were not. 
capable of. As foonas they had 
a tafte of ardent fpixits, they dif. 
covered a itrang appetitefor them, 
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tiable, ; mh 
Such. fpe@taclesmovedthe com- 
paffion, of Mr. Eliot. He came 
to a:refolution to: make fhrenuous 
exertions; as faras he was? able}. 
er-his: fituation would: allow; to 
inftru& them:in: Chriftianity, and 
reduce-them, if-poffible,. to. fome 
degree of-religious and: civil order: 
He was: fully: fenfible of: the: 
great importance: of learning” the 
language of the: natives,. inorder 
to carry on,. with: hopeful prof: 
pect of: fuccefs; the great andtar- 
duous work he had in contempla- 
tion ;, that. a complete acquaint- 
ance: with it muftafford:him fupe- 
rion advantages in. his. intended 
miffionary fervices.. He well knew 
the benefitrof: the gift of: langua- 
ges: to: the Apoftles,. and other 
primitive: Chriftians, not only as'a 
nuraculousiatteftation:to. the truth 
of: Chriftianity, and ‘of the divine 
miffion: of: thofe: who: taught it ; 


but. alfo asi an important mean. 


for the /peedy propagation. of. the 
gofpel among: the different nations 
of the: earth: What he could. 
have no expectation of* receiving 
ina. miraculous way, he deter- 
mined:to apply: himfelf to:gain by 
his own vigorous endeavors. 
_Accordingly,;. about: the year 
1644, or perhaps a little before, 
about two'yeats prior’to his enter- 
ing’ upon his:public' miffionary: la- 
bors, he took great‘pains'to learn 
the Indianv language. In- order 


to) facilitate the bufinefs, he hired: 


afprightly and ingenious: native, 


who alfo fpake Englifh: well, to | 


affift him. The Indian language 


mutt be: fuppofed’ to: have’ been | 


very difficult: to learn by-reafon of 
the excellive length* of a very: 

“Dr. 'C. Mather gives a fpecimen of 
the extreme length of fome Indian 
words; Some readers may: be gratified 
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and’ their thitft foon became infa- 


great number of the words; and 
as/it has’not the leaft aflinity witht: 
any of the ‘European languages, 
as far as can’ be diféovered by any’ 
among us acquainted with them; 
and: the Jndian'; neither has it’ 
any affinity’ to’ the learned’ lan. 
guages. Gov. Hutchinfon ob- 
ferves, “That many people‘ pleats 
ed themfelves with’ a conjecture, 
that the: Indians in’ America. are’ 
the déefeeridants of the ten’ tribes: 
of TIfrael’: But that there was:as’ 
little affinity between the Indian 
and the Hebrew language, as be= 
tween-the languages of any two’ 
nations upon the earth.” The 
like maybe faid concerning the 
other learned languages. But’ 
Mr. Eliot’s- zeal) and -refolution’ 
furmounted all’ difficulties: ; fo 


with quoting them ; for infiance, Num- 
matthekodtantamooonganunnona/b ; this fig- 
nifies no-niore; in Englifi; than cur 
Lufts: — Noowomantammooonkanunonnafpi 
—our Loves, in Englifh. | Kummoghods 
onattoottummooetiteaongannunnonafb—'T his? 
word isfaid to fignify no more'than, 
our Queftion. And tho’ perhaps, not 
many words in their language were 
equal, in extent to thefe; yet if any have 
opportunity and inclination to: exam- 
ine Roger Williams’s key into the lan- 
guage of the Indians in New-England, 


| publithed, not'long fince, by the Maf- 


fachufetts hiftorical fociety, they: w ui 
find many ‘of the-words of'an immode+ 
rate length. The language of thofe 
weftern Indians formerly called the five, 
and frequently the fix nations, was- fo 
different from that of the natives of 
Maffachufetts, and New Plymouth, 
that they could’ not underftand’ cack: 
other. At thefame time, many words 
of the former are reprefented as being, 


‘immoderately long: Mr. Colden in his 


hiftory of the five nations obfetves, 
“That they have but few radical words ; 
but'that:they compourd their words: 
without end—That theiwords expref- 
fing things Jately come to their knowl- 
edge are all compounds; and that fome- 
times one word among them. includes 
an entire definition of the thing.’ 


Hit. vo de pir6. 
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that By eonverfing with* the ‘Tne Ai 


* dian he “hired, and compiling | 
“Sonte diftourfes by his afliftance, 
“he quickly became mafter of this 
© difficult language : And after | 
~fome time, by the help of the fame 


“Indian, and by his own indefati- | 
“gable pains and induftry, he be | 


“came fo complete a matter of it, 
‘as to be capable of reducing it to 
~4 ‘method, which afterwards he | 
ipaib lithe to the world under the 
title of the Jndian’ “grammar. 
“Having finithed his grammar, at 
the clofe he writes thus ; 3 © Pray: 
ers and pains, thro’ faith in Chrift 

~ Fefus, will do any thing.* ~ 
‘Inthe year 1646, the gene- 
ral court of Maffachufetts paffed 


the firit ai, or order to encour- 


“Indians ; and it was recommended 
“to the elders to confider how it 
“might beit be done.”’+ I have 
never met with any account of 
‘theirtonvention (as doubtlefs they 
formed one) nor of the anfwer 
they gave to the queftion propo- 
fed by the affembly. Doubtlefs 
many valuable fentiments were ; 
communicated by fo judicious an 
aflembly as that compofed of the 
firft. minifters, who came ; over, 
many of whom were gentlemen of 
diftinguithed abilities, and of as 
good an education as could be ob- 
tained, ‘at that day, in the univer. 
fities in England. My , 
here was.a concurrence. of 
many things to encourage’ Mr. 
Eliot -in the benevolent defign he. 
had formed'to gofpelize the In- 
dians.; and toprofecute the work 
with vigor. when he shad underta- 
ken ite. Albthe good men in the 
country were’ glad- “of his enga- 
ging in fach an undertaking : 
ae minilters, es encoure) 


* Dr Qs Wathen: a Min! ‘Nealeos e 
“{ Hutchinfon’s Hit. ip. 76n, 7 


oie soma te ans or St sstdaeniee 
~~ Aitempts to” Conyeanine the Indians. 


‘TApatt; 
‘aged “him 3, ae ape che ‘had 
entered upon | his _ Miffionary clas 


ire #t 
bors, thofe i in. the afi 


kindly. fupplied , his place, and per- 
ormed, in part, his. work for.him 


| at Roxbury, while he was abroad, 


‘Taboring among the. heathen, or 
‘thofe that had_ embraced. Chrif- 
‘tianity, “but needed. further, in- 


-ftrudtions from him : And it_ was 


| many ‘churches in. that. neighbors 
‘hood had each a paftor and teach-' 


er, fo that more could be done i in 
fupplying Mr.. Eliot’s place than 
otherwife. 

He was further awakened. ‘by 


thofe expreffi ons in the royal char- 
ter, which” have been. alegady 
“mentioned. 

~age the carrying the gofpel to the | 


And the iad ae zeal of | the 
Romifh Miffionaries, compafling 


“fea, and land, that they. might 
“make  prafelytés,. made his deyout 


mind. think. of. it with. difdain, 
that we fhould be lefs zealous and 
diligent itr evangelizing the. The 
dians, among whom we dwell. _ 

He was further encouraged. by 
the notice, which was taken of 
this good work in England, foon 
after it was begua—by the con- 
tributions-raifed, andthe fociety 
formed to, afford pecuniary» aid $ 
a more particular account of which 
will be given in its place. a 

_ Nor was he alittle, animated to 
purfue his laborious fervices, by 
the ‘divine, _promife made. to. the 
Meffi ah fhall give thee. the 
heathen for thine inheritance, and 


the uttermoft parts of” the earth 


for thy poflefion.”’* ©. 

Having prepared oe ee $e 
going forth asia public infiru&tor 
of the Indians, he made his. id 
eflay on the 28th of O& i ; 
| accompanied by, three others, 
ing given previous notice to the 


* Magnalia, Be ‘i, 
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neighboring Indians of his defire 
‘to inftru@ them in the Chriftian 


faith. “'Wauban, a wife and grave 


man, and in other refpeéts, a 
perfon of diftinGtion, with five or 


fix of the Natives, ‘met them at 
fome diftance from their wigwams, 
and bidding them welcome, con- 


ducted them into a large apart- | 
ment, where a great number of | 
‘the Indians were colle&ted to hear 
this new do@trine, which the Eng- 
lifh propofed toteachthem. Af. | 
ter a folemn prayer, Mr. Eliot 
delivered a difcourfe to them in 
the Indian tongue, which contin. 
ued fomewhat more than an hour, 
comprehending many of the moft 
important articles of natural and 
In this dif. 
courfe he rehearfed and explained 
the ten commandments ; inform- 
ing them, at the fame time, of 
the dreadful curfe of God, that 


revealed religion. 


would fall upon all thofe that 
break them. «He then informed 
them of the coming of Jefus 


Chrift into the world, to recover 


mankind from fin, and the pun- 
ifhment of it.—He told them 
who Jefus Chrift was; where he 
was gone; and how he would 
come one day again to judge the 
world in flaming fire. He in- 
formed them likewife of the blef- 
fed ftate of allthofe, who believein 
Chrift, and obey his gofpel. He 
fpake alfo of the creation and fall 
of man—of the infinite greatnefs 
of God, the maker of all things 
—of the joys of heaven, and the 
torments of hell; perfuading to 
repentance and holy practice. He 
applied all to the condition of the 
Indians prefent. Having finifh- 
ed his difcourfe, he afked them, 
Whether they underftood? And 
with a general voice they faid, 
that they underftood all.—Mr. 
Eliot and his companions entered 
into a free converfation with the 
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Indians, and defired them to pro- 
pofe fuch queftions as they. tho’t 


proper re{pecting the fermon, or 


any other point not contained in 


it; and it became the general, if 


not conftant praétice, after a fer- 
mon, for as many. of the Indians 
as delired it, to ftand up, and pro- 
pofe queftions to the preacher. 
Some of their queftions would be 
philofophical, fome upon abftrufe 
points in divinity, &c. fo that no 
{mall acquaintance with theology, 
philofophy, and other {fciences, 
was requifite to give juft and fa: 
tisfaCtory anfwers.* 

At this firft conftrence, the 
following queftions were put by 
this poor people. One ftood up, 
and afked, «« Flow he might come 
to know Jefus Chrift ??? Another 
enquired, ‘¢ Whether Englifhmen 
were ever fo ignorant of Jefus: 
Chrift as themfelves?”? A third 
(probably in the fimplicity of his 
heart) ‘ Whether Jefas Chrift 


oes 


* Gov. Hutchinfon quotes the fol- 
lowing queftions from the journal of 
Col. Goffe, one of the judges of King 
Charles the Firft. This gentleman at- 
tended an Indian Leéture in 1660, after 
the natives had been under inftruction 
13 0r 14 years. He takes notice of the 
following queftions put by them, viz. 

1. In your text are thefe words, 
Save yourfelves from this untoward 
generation.” In other feriptures it 
ftands, We'can do nothing of ourfeives; 
how ean this be reconciled? i 

3. You fay, “ The word is the fword 
of the fpirit, by which their hearts 
wete pricked.” How fhall I ufe the 
{word of the fpirit to prick my heart ? 

3. What was the fin of Judas, or 
how did he fin in betraying Chrift, fee- 
ing it was what God had appointed?” 

4. Tha anlwer to thofe converts was, 
“Repent, and be baptized, &c.; but 


“ye do not fuffer us to be baptized; 


therefore, I fear none of the Indians” 
fins are forgiven; and my ‘heart i¢ 
weary with that fear; for it is faid in 
Matthew, Whole fins ye bihd on earth 
are bound in heaven,” 


Aaa 
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could underftand prayers in the | 
Indian language ?”’ Another pro- 
pofed this queftion, «« How there 
could be an image of God, fince 
it was forbidden inthe fecond com- 
mandment 2”? Another, “© Whe- 
ther if the father be naught, and 
the child good, God will be of- 
fended with that child, becaufe in 
the fecond commandment it 1s 
faid, “ He vifits the iniquities of 
the fathers upon the children 54 
The laft queftion that was afked 
at this meeting was, “* How all 
the world became full of people, 
if they were all drowned in the 
food ??? Mr. Eliot and his friends 
gave plain and familiar anfwers. 
Tt was alfo Mr. Eliot’s cuftom 
to put proper queitions to his In- 
dian auditors: And by hearing 
their queries, and anfwering them, 
and interrogating thofe under in- 
ftruGion in his turn, he not only 
made a trial of their profiting by 
his miniftry ; but alfo gave an edge 
to what he delivered to them.* 
This conference lafted about ' 
three hours; and after it was 
clofed, Mr. Eliot and his com- 
panions returned home ; and were 
fo well pleafed with the reception 
they met with among: the natives, 
and the hopeful profpe& of fuc- 
cefs, that. they were encouraged 
to have another interview with 
the people, which they accom- 
plifhed within a few days: an 
account of this, together with 
fucceeding conferences, and feve- 
ral other interefting events refpect- 
ing. Mr. Eliot’s miffionary fervi- 
ces, may be expected in the fol- 


lowing number. 


* Magnalia, B. ili. p. 193, and 196. 
Hautchinfon’s hiftory of Maffachufetts. 
Neale’s hift. of N. England, vol. i. p. 
24%, 2433; he made extrads from a 
book entitled Day-breaking of the Gof- 
pel in New England; London 1647, 
fonic of which have been queted, 
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Anfwer to a Queftion. 
[Continued from page 338. ] 


NUMBER II. 
N anfwering this queftion, it 
has been fhewn, in a preced- 
ing number, that the atonement 
of Chrift is infinitely full or fuffi- 
cient for the falvation of all man- 
kind ; that therefore the want of 
fuch an atonement cannot be the 
reafon why all are not faved. 
It is propofed then to fhew, 
Il. That the calls and invitae 
tions of the gofpel, and the fol- 
emn declaration, that God hath 


‘no pleafure in the death of the 


wicked, but that they would turn 
and live, are confiftent with his 
leaving numbers to go on in fin 
and perifh. 

And in doing this it is necefla- 
ry to confider the precife meaning 
of the declaration, that God hath 
no pleafure in the death of the 
wicked, but that they turn and - 
live. This paflage muft mean, 
either that God, taking all things 
into view, does not upon the 
whole choofe the death or pun- 
ifhment of any of the wicked, but 
actually choofes that they fhould 
all turn and live; or elfe it mutt 
mean, that he takes no direct 
pleafure in their death or mifery, 
in itfelf confidered, but that their 
turning and obtaining life is in 
itfelf more pleafing and defirable. 
But it is evident from various con- 
fiderations, that the paflage can- 
not be rationally underftood in 
the fenfe firft ftated.. For if the 
Mott High, all things confidered, 
did a€tually choofe that none of 
the wicked fhould go on in fir 
and perifh, but that all fhould turn 
and live ; then he mutt be greatly 
difappointed in his real choice and 
defire. For the feriptures ex- 
prefsly declare, that ‘* wideis the 
gate and broad:is the way whick 
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from the divine character, and 
from other declarations of {erip- 
ture. For “ God is love,” or 
benevolence; and therefore it is 
certain, that he cannot take any 
pleafure direGtly from the punifh. 
ment or mifery of the wicked, 
and that he never punifhes but 
when it is neceflary to anfwer wife 
and benevolent purpofes, and pro- 
mote the general good. But on 
the contrary, it is evident, that 
their repentance and falvation 
would be in themfelves delightful, 
and afford.diret pleafure to the 
holy, benevolent mind of Jehovah, 
if confiftent with the wifeft {cheme 
of government. It is therefore 
declared, that God “ doth not 
affi& willingly, nor grieve the 
children of men,” and that to pun- 
uh is his ftrange or unpleafant 
work. But itis faid, that ‘* there 
is joy in heaven over one finner 
that repenteth,” teaching, that it 
is a pleafing, joyful event to God 
and the heavenly world. hele 
confiderations confirm the fenfe 
of the paflage lait given; that 
God takes no pleafure in the 
mifery of the wicked, in itfelf con- 
fidered. Thus what the Molt 
High expreffes in this paflage to- 
wards finners, is very fimilar to 
what kind, benevolent parents ex» 
prefs towards their difobedient 
children. They often addrefs 
their children in expreffions fimi- 
Jar to what God makes ufe of ia 
this paflage ; We take no plea- 
fure in your punifhment or pain, but. 
it is much more pleafing to us to fee 
you reform and be obedient. Such 
language in a pareut would imply, 
not that he would never choofe 
to punifh any of his children when 
they deferved it, and the good of 
the family required it, but that 
their punifhment was not in itfelf 
agreeable to him, and that he took 
no direét pleafure in it. Sq the 


leadeth to deftru€tion, and many 
there be that go in thereat ;”? and 
at 1s allowed in the ftatement of 
the queftion, that a number do 
go on in fin and perifh. » And if 
“Jehovah is thus difappointed in 
‘his aCtual choice and defigns, it 
“muft certainly occafion him great 
forrow and unkappinefs:. None 
therefore, who have any juft ideas 
of the divine perfections and. fe- 
licity, can for a moment indulge 
the fuppofition that the infinitely 
wife, powerful and perfe& God 
as thus fruftrated in his defires, 
and rendered unhappy by his crea- 
‘tures. 
Further, if Jehovah, upon the 
whole, did a@ually choofe that 
all the wicked fhould repent and 
be faved, he certainly would con- 
vert and fave them ; fince he pof- 
feffes almighty power, has all 
-heartsin his hand; and can with 
‘the greateft eafe turn and bring 
the moft ftubborn to repentance, 
if he pleafes.. As God does not 
in faé bring all finners to repent- 
- ance, it is therefore certam, that 
upon the whole he does not really 
-choofe to do it. 
Again, how derogatory would 
-it be to the divine perfeétions, to 
fuppofe that the Moft High did 
-upon the whole aétually choofe 
that all the wicked fhould be 
brought to repentance and falva- 
tion, and yet was not able to ac- 
‘complifh his choice ? ; 
Thefe. various confiderations 
clearly fhew, that the import of 
this paflage muft be, that God 
has no direct pleafure in the death 
or mifery of the wicked, in itfelf 
confidered, but that their repent- 
ance and falvation in themfelves, 
or afide from other infinitely wife 
yeafons, in the divine government 
- would be much more pleafing to 
him than their deftruction.”. And 
shat this is the truth is manifeft 


se 


declaration, that God hath no 
pleafure in the death of the wick- 


éd, but that they turn and live, 


imports, that the mifery or pun- 
ifhment of the wicked is not in 
itfelf pleafing to him’; but is by 


no means apg that. he will fend }, 


his -Holy 


pirit. to renew and 


bring all mankind to repentance. 


and falvation.. It is therefore very 
far from engaging or implying, 
that he will never leave any to go 
on in -fin'.and finally fuffer that 
everlafting punifhment which they 
have’ juftly deferved; when he 
fees it beft in order to difplay his 
juftice and perfections, promote 
the good of his kingdom, and an- 
{wer other wife and benevolent 
purpofes. Neither are the calls 
and invitations of the gofpel at all 
inconfiftent with God’s leaving 
numbers to go on in fin and perifh. 
The divine offers and invitations, 
fuch as ‘¢.Look unto me, and be 
ye faved, all the ends of the earth 
—Turn ye, turn ye ; for why 
will ye die ?—-Whofoever will, let 
him take the water of life freely,”” 
are no promifes that the holy Spi- 
rit fhall be fent to renew and make 
all who are favored with thefe 
calls and offers willing to comply 
with them. . God, in giving man- 
kind thefe gracious calls and in- 
vitations, no more promifes. to 
bring them.to.a cordial compli- 
ance, by the efficacious influences 
of his Holy Spirit, than the king 
who in the parable fent his fer- 
vants to call thofe that were bid- 
den to the marriage fupper,’ did 
by this invitation promife to com- 
pel all to come in by force, who 
neglected the call... No one ever 
fuppofed, that his offering a pe- 


euliar favor to another: upon>a, 
rnoft reafonable \ condition, was- 
promifing, that he would oblige: 
the other, if unwilling, to. accept! 
or comply with the propofed con-) 
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High, by his kind calls and mvi- 
tations to finners; has made them 
no promife that. he will renew and 
influence them to a compliance. 
Neither do thefe invitations lay 
God under any obligations to do 
this for the impenitent.» Can any ~ 
pretend to fay, that becaufe God 


‘is fo kind and merciful as freely 


to offer pardon and falvation to 
unworthy, hell-deferving: - finners 
upon the moft reafonable terms’; 
therefore he is under obligation 
to difpofe them to a cordial com- 
pliance by the efficacious influen- 
ces of his {pirit, upon their refufing’ 
thefe offers ?. Or in other words, © 
does their ungratefully negleGting~ » 
one favor, oblige God in point 
of juftice to do them another? | 
Should a kind, generous benefac- 
tor provide a plentiful entertain. » 
ment, and invite a number of un- 
worthy beggars, and fhowld they — 
ungratefully refufe his kind invie: 
tation, furely no one could fay, 
that he was under obligations to 
fend his fervants and compel them 
to come. Ge gs 
Since therefore the calls and in- 
vitations of the gofpel are no pro- 
mife, that God will fend-his  fpi- 
rit, and make finners willing to. _ 
comply with thefe, and do not 
lay him under any obligation to do » 
this ; how are they at all incon-.. 
fiftent with his leaving numbers to 
go on in fin and perifh 2?) Where.» 
is the leaft appearance of incon- © 


fiftency for God to: call; warn,» 
and invite finners to repentand °» 
be faved—to fet: motives of infie: > 


nite weight before them, and yet » 


leave them to follow: their own: °> 
choice, by «going on inthe ways >: 


of fin to. deftruction ? Jehovah, 


ain thus leaving the impenitént: te: >) 
perith mtheirfins, when he feesit =. 
beft for the general good; violates... 


no promife, no-obligation: of jul: - 
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tice or benevolence:. Neither does* 
he injure the wicked-or give them | 
any” juft» ground of complaint.—' 


Foraf they will ungratefully re- 


fufe or neglect the infinitely ogra-: 


cious.and important calls and invi- 
tations of the gofpel, «they: “are 
certainly exceedingly criminal, and 
wholly inexcufable. bs Bugs 

The invitations: and: offers of 
the:‘gofpel» cannot be rationally 
underitood as importing any thing 
more, than that God is willing 
and ready to pardon and fave all, 
who repent and comply with the 
terms of falvation ; and that their 
repentance is in itfelf pleafing to 
him. But this, as already fhewn, 
does not imply, that God will not 
leave any to go on in fin’and per- 
ifh 5 when he fees it beft to an- 
{wer wife purpofes. ' 
Moft High refufe to pardon-and 


fave repenting, returning finners, 


he might be juftly accufed of a 


want of confiftency and fincerity 
in his: calls, offers and invitations. 
But to accufe him of this, becaufe 
he does not renew and difpofe all 
mankind, by the efficacious influ 
ence:of his {pirit, toa ‘cordial com- 
pliance with the gofpel invita- 
tions, is moft unreafonable: and 
groundlefs. 

Further, that God is fincere in 
his -calls and inyitations, and in 
the-reprefentations of fcripture, 


that the return and falvation of | 


finners is in itfelf more pleafing 
to him, than their deftruction, “is 
manifeft from his conduct, as well 
as from the declarations of his 
word. For he has given his well 
beloved Son. to‘endure the fevereft 
pains-and fufferings, that he might 
open for :mankind a way of life 
and falvation, and refcue numbers 
from everlafting deftruGtion. He 
has given them his holy word to 


teach them the paths of duty and | 


the way of falvation, and has’ fet. 
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before them motives of infinite im-° 
portance ‘to influence them tote. © 


ceive the Saviour... He hag’ dj- >> 


“reCtedchis’ miniftersto preach the ~ 
' gofpel to every creature—to warn’ ~ 
_and perfuade finners, by the mot 


important and endearing confider. 
ations, to fecure their eternal°con.’ 


| cerns, and to pray them in‘Chrift’s << 


ttead to become*reconciled® unto”! 
God,» micat 26% 
He ftrives with them by his fpi~ 
rit, by the: conviétions of" their ° 
own confciences, and by the warn: 
ing voice of his providence.” In’*’ 
addition to all thefe powerful” 
means, which are calculated to © 
bring finners'to repentance, God” 
does, by the {pecial efficacious in+ 
fluences of his {pirit, overcome the” 
inveterate oppofition of the human’ 
heart, and difpofe thoufands in 
every age to a cordial compliance - 
withthe terms of the gofpel. And 
he kindly welcomes all penitent, 
returning finners, however vile and 
unworthy—adopts them into his 
family, and makes them children 
and heirs of God, and joint heirs 
with Jefus Chrift to all the joys 
and honors of that glorious inher- -- 
itance, which is incorruptible, un- 


“defiled, and» fadeth not ‘away. 


‘Thus it is manifeft, from the con- 
du and dealings of God, as well. 
as from the declarations of his” ° 
word, that he is fincere in the 
calls and invitations of the gofpel. 

In the cafe of the impenitent, 
thefe invitations are ‘no promife 
of fpecial, renewing “prace, but 
import the two following things,’ 
firft, a declaration that all diffi- 
culties, in the way of the finner’s 
falvation, except what arife from 
his own heart, are removed ; and 


fecondly, an expreffion of the fin- 


ner’s duty. Therefore it is eafy 


/to fee that God is ready to receive 


every returning finner, and that 
he takes no pleafure in the death 


“tate of benevolence. 
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or everlafting punifhment of the 
wicked in itfelf confidered, but 1s 
more pleafed with their repentance 
and {alvation. For were not this 
the cafe, and did he not take plea- 
fure in the return and falvation of 
finners ;"he certainly would not 
ufe fo many means to effe& and 
promote their falvation—would 
not thus bring fo many to repent- 
ance, by the efficacious influences 
of his fpivit, and kindly receive 
and welcome every true penitent 
however vile and criminal. And 
God’s leaving fome to go on in 
“fin and perith, whea he in infinite 
~wifdom fees it beft, no more con- 
tradiGts the declaration, that he 
‘takes no pleafure in the death of 
the wicked, but that they would 
“turn and live, or proves, that their 
punifhment or mifery is in itfelf 
plealing to him; than a kind pa- 
rent’s punifhing a vicious difobe- 
dient child, when the good of the 
family requires it, proves, that he 
‘is pleafed with the pain of his 
child. In both thefe cafes, the 
‘pain or punifhment is by the fup- 
‘pofition inflited to anfwer wife 
‘ purpdéfes, and to promote a great- 
er good, and therefore is a dic- 


(Lo be continued. ) 


the perfeverance of 


_Thoughis. on 
Saints. 


i is dbjeted to the certain 
perfeverance of the faints, 
“that the doGrine has an unholy 
“tendency, and is, therefore, not 
‘ a do€trine according to godlinefs. 
The'defign of the following tho’ts 
is to examine this objection. 

If the fentiment objected. be 
true, it muft be on the ground of 
thefe two things. 1. That all 
true faints have certain evidence 
of bemg fuch; and 2. That their 
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religion is founded im a fupreme 
regard to their own happinefs. 
If they do not know themfelves 
to be faints, its being certain, 
that faints will perfevere, can have 
no evil tendency, in refpect to 
them.  Befide, if their religion 
be not felfith, but difinterefted and 
holy, having God for its fupreme 
objet, the doétrine objected to 
can furnifh no motives to be lefs 
holy, or lefs active in all the du- 
ties of an holy life. It is only on 
the ground of faints being govern- 


‘ed by felfifh motives, and being 


certam withal of being faints, 
which can give influence to this 
doGtrine, to render them lefs zeal- 
ous and perfevering than other- 
wife. E 

But the firft thing, taken for 
granted in the objeCtion, viz, that 
all faints have certain evidence 
that they are fuch, is not true. 
They in common know, “pretty 
nearly, and many times, very pre- 
eifely, at what time old things 
paffled away in them, and all 
things became new. Indeed this, 
which is fundamental to evangel- 
ical holinefs, cannot have taken 
place, at years of underftanding, 
without their being confcious and 
very certain of a change. But 
their hope, notwithftanding, is 
often wavering. They are very . 
doubtful, not whether a change 
in them be real, but whether it be 
genuime. Affurance,if well found- 
ed, is always in proportion tothe , 


‘evidence of being renewed and 


fanétified. [his evidence is not 
to be expected from one day’s 
experience, but froma life of per- 
fevering holinefs. Hence the pro- 
phet—“ Then ip ye know, if 
ye follow on to know the Lord.” 
Hence too the apoftle’s exhorta- 
tion, ** Giving diligence to make 
your calling and eleétion fure.?— 


What may be properly: called als 
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furance of falvation is a very high 
attainment in religion, which is 
not to be expected, in ordinary 
cafes, without time fufficient to 
have bro’t forth much fruit. As 
religion is liable to be counterfeit- 
ed, and as the counterfeit very 
ftrikingly refembles the reality, it 
muft be tried, and thence proved, 
before the fubjeéts of it can have 
warrant for any high degree of 
afflurance. That from which men 
apoftatize when tried, is thence 
proved not to have been genuine. 
Accordingly, whatever ground of 
affured confidence there is, that 
all, who have once been made ho- 
ly, will perfevere in holinefs, and 
finally be faved, ftill a great pro- 
portion of real faints have not the 
fame confidence refpeGting them- 
felves. Nay, they may, at times, 
have the moft ferious doubts, 
‘whether they belong to the houfe- 
hold of faith. Hence the certain 
perfeverance and falvation of ali, 
who have once been fanétified in 
Chrift, has no tendency to make 
them loiter, in the race fet before 
them ;—it affords no confolation 
or hope, refpecting themfelves, 
any farther than they continue in 


the way of holinefs, and thereby | 


_ furnifh the proper evidence, that 
their names are written in heaven. 
—The evidence, that the faints 
will endure to the end and be 
faved, is of one fort, and that 
which proves men to be faints, of 
another. Che former is found in 
the promife and faithfulnefs of 
God, and the latter, in the holy 
experiences and lives of the faints. 
_ Again, the fecond thing taken 
for granted, in the objection of 
unholy tendency, to the doétrine 
of perfeverance, is not true ; viz. 
That the governing motive with 
faints to perfevere is a fupreme re- 
gard to their own happinefs. It 
is, in a fort, exclufively of this 
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ground, that it can have the evil 
tendency alledged. It cannot 
have it, on the fuppofition that 
ail faints infallibly know their 
election: of God, if governed: in 
their lives by difinterefted and 
holy motives. But the factis, 
their higheft motive, and that by 
which they are fupremely influen- 
ced to hold on their way, is their 
fupreme and difinterefted love to 
God, the Redeemer, and his caufe. 
It is not founded in an apprehen- 
fion of God’s love to them in par- 
ticular,andthe profpe€t of theirown 
happinefs. ‘Theydelight in God’s 
law, after the inward man 3 and 
that becaufe it is holy, juft and good. 
It is therefore their meat and 
drink to do his will. They would 
prefer a life of holineis, from the 
delight which they take, in pleaf- 
ing and honoring their God and 
Saviour, were there no objec of 
either hope or fear, beyond the 
grave. But if fuch be their gov- 
erning motive, its influence can- 
not be deftroyed, or even leffened, 
by any certainty, that all faints 
will continue to act under fuch 
influence, and thence to perfevere 
in well doing. 

It hence appears, that thofe, 
who urge the objection here con- 
fidered, miftake both the nature 
and the effential evidence of true 
religion. ‘They neceflarily found 
their love to God, on an appre- 
henfion of his love to them, and 
not on his fupreme and infinite 
lovelinefs. Hence they make it 
the fame in effence with the love 
which finners have towards thofe 
who love them. It is according- 
ly true, that thofe whofe religion 
is founded in fupreme felfifhneds, 
and who thence love God, under 
a miftaken apprehenfion’ that he 
loves them, do often, in’ the time 
of temptation, fall away from the 
religion which they feem to have. 
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» Noris this atall furprifing. Such, 


\perfons: have no root in -them 
. which fhould be expected to bring 
forth fruit, when put: to the teft. 
A religion. of. fuch. fort .may 
doubtlefs be loft. . Yea;:it is what 


~.awe.are taught to expect, not: only | 


. from.the nature of it, but from 
the exprefs declaration of Chritt ; 


Every: plant-.which, my heavenly | 


father hath not planted, fhall be 

plucked up. . 

_. -It. is) natural. here’. to. notice, 
that thofe generally who.deny the 
certain, perfeverance-of faints, de- 

-nyalfo the fpecial and diftingufh- 
ing grace of God, in renewing 
and fanétifying the human heart. 
They infift, that God does. no 
more for one than another ;. that 
the {pirit is given to all, in the 
fame meafure. They accordingly 
hold, that when any become holy, 
it is becaufe they do more than 
others, in the improvement of 
that grace which is common to 
all; and hence, that they make 
themfelves to differ. Nor is it 
wonderful, that a religion origin- 
-ating in felf and ftanding in their 
own ftrength, fhould fometimes 
be loft. It frequently is, in fad. 
This is one reafon why the word 
of God, {peaking on this fubje@, 
is fo often mifunderftood. All 
this 1s confiftent with the nature 


of a religion, which is acquired by 


felfifh creatures, and under the in- 
Auence of felfifh motives... Such 
a_religion mutt neceflarily be felf- 
ifm, and therefore in its nature. li- 
able to wax.old and vanifh away. 
But true faints have not fo learned 
Chrift. --They are taught of God, 
both bydis word and {pirit, to be- 
heve, that men are by nature dead 
in trefpaffes and fins; that they 
never do any thing towards their 
recovery to fpiritual life; accord. 
ingly, that whew madevalive unto 
Ged,'thro’ Jefus. Chritt, it is ow- 


ing wholly, to the working of : his 
mighty power. © Therefore; faith 
the apoftle, ‘You hath he quickened, 


- who were dead inteclpalfr and fins. 


But God, whois richin mercy, for 
the. great love wherewith he loved 
us, even when we were deadin fins, 
hath quickened us. together with 
Chrift. Not by: works of righteous- 
nefsy which we had done;.: but iace 
cording . to his mercy be faved us, 
by the wafbing of regeneration and 
the, renewing of the Holy Ghoft. 
Who, therefore, hath made. thee to 
differ from another ?.'The anfwer 
muft be in the words of the apof- 
tle, by the grace of God I am what 
LI am. Therefore hath he mercy on 
whom he will have mercy : and, 
he, who hath begun a good work in 
them, will carry it on, until the day 
of the Lord Fefus.. He hath faid, 
L will never leave thee, nor forfake 
thee. Hence, tho’ the righteous 
fall, he fhall not be utterly caft down, . 
for the Lord upholdeth bim with 
his hand. Agreeably to all this 
faith the God of grace, I will put 
my laws in their hearts, and. in their 
minds will I write them, and their 
Sins and iniquities will I remember no 
more. ‘ 
It hence appears, from a {crip- 
tural view of this fubjeét, that 
the objection of unholy tendency 
lies fairly againft thofe who deny, 
inftead of thofe who hold the per, 
feverance of faints. 'Thofe who 
imagine they have made them- 
felves to differ,—that the differ- 
ence, when made, is in their own 
keeping, and, therefore, «may be 
loft, cannot’ feel the fame obliga- 
tion to God, asthofe, who hold 
with the apoftle, tbat it is not of 
him who willeth, nor of ‘him who 
runneth ;\ but of God, who fbeqweth 
mercy. Thofe who. believe, that 
the righteous will hold on :their 
way to the end, and ate-fuch 
themfelves, mult feel aval weight 
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® of obligation to God, for having 
* chofen them to falvasion' in Chrift, 
-vand renewed them by: his) {pirit ; 
for-carrying onthe work of grace 
in their hearts 3 and {till farther, 
svyeas above all, for the twocimmu- 
. tablethings:of God, his:oath and 
» faithfulnefs, in-which it is impoffi- 
‘ble for him to-lie, and by which 
-they-have ‘ftrong confolation, with 
an hope, whichis afure and ftead- 
faftanchorsto their fouls. The 
whole tendency of the'do€trine, in 
this view of it; is to quicken and 
‘conftrain them to render unto the 
‘Lior, according to benefits re- 
ceived; to run with patience the 
race fet before them, and to do 
-whatfoever their hand findeth to 
edo with their might. » 
It ishence: evident, that: the 
_ dottrine ‘of perfeverance, when 
fairly flated, inftead ofthe con- 
trary,is of a moft holy tendency, 
and. mutt have anfwerable effect 
‘on alltthe upright in-heart. This 
‘is the only plan, on which the 
grace of God, as difplayed in the 
falvation of finners, can be proper- 
Ty feenand felt. We fee, accord- 
ingly, that the objeCtion here con- 
fidered, is wholly applicable to the 
oppofite doctrine ; that the whole 
‘tendency of men’s thinking they 
have made themfelves to differ, and 
that the difference when effefted, 
depends on themfelves, and not 
on’ the promife and grace of God, 
is to eradicate a fenfe of obliga- 
tion to him, and to cherifh a felf- 
righteous fpirit, which prepares 
the way for apoftacy and ruin. 
sgild i He PELs 


On the Refurrettion of Fefus Chrift. 
VHE refurreGtion of our bo- 
of dies, and future rewards 

and punithments according to the 
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‘pecially of :the gofpel of Chrift. 
He is the firft, who hath plainly 
declared, that all who are in the 
graves foall hear the voice of the 


‘Son of God, and fhall come forth ; 


they that have done good, unto the 
refurrettion of life ; and they that 
have done evil, unto the refurredior 
of damnation. This being true; 
the righteous have caufe’ to re. 


‘joice ; and the unrighteous to fear 


and tremble. But let it be re- 
membered, that this truth refts on 
the idea, that Chrilt gave his life 
a ranfom for us—that he conquer- 
ed death and the grave, and arofe 
triumphant. —Nowif Chrift benot 
rifen, our ranfom is not paid—we 
are yet in our fins : All our 
preaching—all our attendance on 
means are vain: All our faith in 
Chrift, all our hopes and expe¢ta- 
tions concerning a future world 
are vain, and without any rational 
foundation: 

The ferious attention of the 
reader is afked, while I attempt to 
bring into view, fome of the evi- 
dences of the refurreétion of Jefus 
Chrift from the dead. This is a 
fubjet, in which, it is of infinite 
importance to be well eftablifhed. 
On this, depend the ufe of the 
means of falvation, and the refur= 
re€tion of the dead. — 

The truth of the refurrection of 
Chrift depends, altogether, on 
hiftorical fats ; and, for the fake 
of brevity, I will confine myfelf 
to the apoftolic teftimony, which 
will be abundantly fufficient, if we 


| will allow the fame degree of cre* 


dit to-attach toit, which we give 
to common hiftory ; and, that 
human nature was the fame then, 
asnow. And this much, no ean- 
did infidel will refufe. 

It will be needlefs to enter inta 
particulars, concerning the trial, 


deeds done in the body, are docs | death and refurrection of Chrilt, as 
trines“of divine revelation, and ef- | reported by the evangelifts; Every 
B 
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one has, or ought to have read 
‘them with care and attention. 
And if any ftill doubt of the truth 
of the faéts, reported in the gof- 
pel, concerning the death and re- 
furreCtion of Chrift, let them re- 
perufe them, and they will better 
judge of what I fhall fay. 

The fum of the evidence of the 
apottles, for the death and refur- 
rection of Chrift, in the form of 
an affidavit, would ftand thus, viz. 

We, the apoftles of Jefus Chritt, 
declare, that we faw him crucified, 
dead and buried—that neither we, 
nor any of his difciples have tak- 
en him away ; nor could we have 
done it, if we would, for the chief 
priefts and rulers had fecured the 
doors of the tomb, with the go- 
vernor’s feal, and fet a gnard of 
foldiers to watch it, hoping to 
prevent his rifing on the third 
day, as he had predicted. Yet, 
early in the morning of the third 
day, fome of us, with others, 
went to the tomb, and found the 

guard gone ; and the ftone rolled 
away. Two of us, John and 
Peter, and two women, went into 
the tomb and found it empty of 
the body of Jefus: The reft of us 
-heard from thofe, who were eye- 
witnefles. Furthermore, we know 
his body was not taken away by 
others ; becaufe, we faw it when 
dead, and afterwards when alive. 
We faw him, repeatedly, for forty 
days together, and converfed with 
him, after his refurreétion.—We 
had been long and intimately ac- 
quainted with him, and knew his 
perfon perfeGtly well.—We, alfo, 
handled the body we faw, and 
know it had flefh and bones.— 
«< We are fure it was the fame bo- 
dy which hung upon the crofs, 
for we faw the wound in his fide, 
and the print of the nails in his 
hands and feet.” Thefe things 
we tellify before God and man ; 
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and for the truth of them, we 
pledge our lives, and our all. 

This is the plain and obvious 
teftimony of the apoftles, for the 
death and refurre@jion of Jefus 
Chrift, and is dire&tly in point ; 
the witneffes are numerous; and, 
in any court of juftice, would 
be deemed fufficient to fubftanti- 
ate the faéts which they atteft. 
On this evidence, we ground our 
faith in the refurrection of Chrifk ; 
and no infidel will deny, that 4€ 
is the true apoftolic teftimony. 
Thus far we are agreed. But, to 
evade the force of this evidence, 
the enemies of the crofs plead the 
incompetency of the witneffes, as 
being, either deceived themfelves, 
or having a defign to deceive 
others. This we deny. Here 
then we areatiffue. _ 

It is certain, the apoftles could 
not be deceived in this cafe. They 
were of age and knowledge to 
judge of any faéts, which were 
to be tefted by the bodily fenfes. 
They had been long acquainted 
with Jefus, and knew him as well, 
as any man can know another. 
And though illiterate men, they 
could judge whether Jefus was 
wounded or not—whether he was 
dead or alive—whether they faw, 
heard and handled him ; and cons 
verfed with him for forty days to- 
gether, after they had feen him 
dead and buried.—Of fuch fa&s, 
they were capable of judging as 
well as Pilate himfelf, and could 
not be deceived ; All the proofs 
of Chrift’s refurreGtion were tefted 
by the bodily fenfes, and not by 
reafoning : They could fee, hear, 
and feel, as well as the moft acute 
philofopher ; confequently, they 
were proper judges, and could 
not be miftaken in this cafe of the 
refurretion of Jefus Chrift. 

Nor could they have any de« 
fign to deceive others. They 
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were, to fay the leaft, as much 
concerned to know and {peak the 
truth, as any men on earth ; nor 
eould any men have lefs motives 
to mifreprefent. Chrift had cho- 
fen them for his immediate at- 
tendants and apoftles—He de- 
clared himfelf the true Mefliah 
and Son of God ; and wrought 
a variety of miracles to prove it.— 
He informed them, that he came 
to give his life a ranfom for the 
life of the world—that he mutt 
be killed by the Jews ; but, 
fhould arife the third day, and 
would meet and converfe with 
them again ; after which, he 
fhould afcend to his God and their 
God, to his Father and their Fa- 
ther, to prepare everlafting abodes 
for them. He conftituted them 
his minifters ; and promifed them 
his holy fpirit to direé&t and affift 
them in all their duty, and to 
comfort and fupport them under 
all their trials ; and, through 
them, to fpread the gofpel and 
build his church through the 
world, notwithftanding all oppo- 
fition. 

Now, as the apoftles knew 
Chrift was put to death by the 
Jews, they knew all this account 
was a grand impofture—a mere 
farce, unlefg he arofe from the 
dead on the third day. Except 
they knew Jefus was alive from 
the dead, they knew they were 
fill in their fins, and without 
hope towards God ; and that 
they could have no dependance on 
his promifes. As apottles, it was 
their intereft, above all men, to 
know the truth in this cafe. And 
if they knew, or had reafon to 
believe he was not rifen, it was pe- 
culiarly their intereft to have pub- 


hithed their reafons ; it would have 


fettled all difficulties between 
them and the chief priefts, fcribes 
and pharifees. 
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what human nature ever has been, 
we may fafely conclude, in fuch a 
cafe, their love would have chang- 
ed into hatred ; and that they 
would have curfed him, with their 
bitter curfes, for deceiving them. 
Yet, how different was their con- 
du& ? Their hearts burned with 
love to Jefus and his caufe ; and 
nothing could {tay them from his 
work.— Having received the pro- 
mifed comforter, they boldly af- 
firmed that Jefus is the Chrift, and 
was rifen from the dead—that 
they had feen and handled him, 
and conyerfed with him, and knew 
he was the very fame whom they 
had feen crucified. 

To all this, the feribes and 
priefts could make no reply, but 
the pitiful tale, *¢ while the fol- 
diers flept, his difciples came and. 
ftole him away.” How filly! 
How peryerfe ! The foldiers were » 
placed there, by the governor’s 
order, to watch the tomb, which 
was made faft and fealed. It was 
a cafe of high importance ; and 
for the foldiers to fall afleep, fub- 
jected them to death bythe law.— 
But how could they know, what 
was done by the difciples, while 
they flept ? Had the body been 
fo taken away, the priefts would 
have been the firft to demand the 
execution of the law on the fol- 
diers. This tale is an implicit ac- 
knowledgment, that they believ- 
ed the refurreétion of Jefus Chrift. 
Thus far, as in view of Chrift’s 
pretenfions to diyinity and the 
Meffiahfhip ; and his promifes to 
the apoftles, they could have had 
no motive to deceive; and had 
they not known he was rifen, it 
would have been highly their in- 
tereft to deny his refurreétion. 

Again, had not the apoftles 
certain knowledge of the refur- 
reCtion of Chrift, they could not, 
reafonably, have expected any fuc- 
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cefs in their miniftry. To fuppofe 


that twelve indigent and illiterate: 


men, in their own ftrength, with-' 


out any civil or ecclefiaftical pow-" 


er, or any popular influence, would 
attempt to bring ina new religion 
among a people, founded in the 
name and power of a poor, defpif- 
ed Galilean, whom they had jutt 
before put to death, under the 
accufatian of blafphemy ; and to 
do this, in oppofition to all the 
power, wealth, learning, pride, 
prejudices and paffions of man- 
kind, is the moft extravagant 
chimera, that ever entered into the 
head or heart of man! No men 
endowed with common fenfe and 
feelings would have ventured on 
fucha tafk, unlefs, they pofitively 
knew, that the Saviour they 
preached, was a living and Al- 
mighty Saviour. ‘Ihe whole de- 
pended on the certainty of Chrift’s 
refurreGtion : If he was not rifen 
they could not hope in him ; and, 
without him, they could do no- 
thing. They could not have in- 
troduced the gofpel fyftem, to the 
overthrow of the Mofaic difpen- 
fation, and heathen idolatry, ex- 
cept the things they teftified of 
Jefus were true. Men would not 
have renounced ‘the religion of 
their’ fathers, for another, more 
firi& and felf-denying, unlefs 
they had ftrong proof of its truth 
and divinity.) 

The faés, on which the gof- 
pel fyftem is founded, were pub- 
he ; and the apoftles. conftantly 
appealed to the Jews for the truth 
of them, even of the refurrection 
of Chrift. St. Paul, in his firft 
épiftle to the Corinthians, not on- 
ly afferts this do@rine, ‘but af- 
firms, that Chnift was repeatedly 
feen of his apoftles and other's iat- 
ter his refurreGiion ; and at» one 
time, of above “five. hundred; | of 
whom, the ‘greater partite. more 


of Fefue Chrif. 


than 250 were'then alive atothe 
time of his writing. Corinth was 
full of Jews, who, by their-cabals. 
and riotous behaviour, had, fome: 
time before, obliged the apoftle’ 
to quit the city. » They hated. 
Chriftianity:and the apoftle; and 
would, doubtlefs, examine his. let- 
ter with feverity ; and ruin him 
and his caufe if they could: This 
was an) appeal to his: enemies 3 
and, certainly, he had'too much 
fenfe, to give them an opportu- 
nity to convict him of lying, out 
of his own letter. » As his appeal 
was made to more than 250 liv- 
ing witneffes, and in the prefence 
of his enemies, it was eafy to con- 
vict him of falfehood, and it would 
have been ‘done, had not-his ap- 
peal been well founded. E 

Such evidence muft ftrike the 
mind of every honeft man with. 
irrefiftible force... Accordingly, 
the apoftles had fuccefs in their’ 
preaching, notwithftanding: their: 
enemies had all the power, wealth, 
learning, religious habits and pre- 


judices on their fide. Upon fuch 
public evidence and fuch public 
appeals, they entered on their mif-. 
fion ; and through the aids of the 
Holy Spirit, they had fuccefs: a. 
gaintt all oppofition.— This fhows 
they had no mind to deceive ; and,’ 
as they appealed to a cloud of. 
witneffes, both friends and enemies, 
they could not have done it. = 
I obferve once more, the apof-: 
tles had no mind to deceive in the: 
cafe of Chrift’srefurreGtion; other=) 
wife, they muft have a€ted'as other: 
impoftors, and confulted their own 
perfonal or family emolument, fuch: 
as focial comforts, “honors > and” 
worldly gain.—But it does not: 
appear they had any’ motive: of 
this> kind, even admitting their’ 
_teftimony to be ‘true; and much: 
lefs, if falfe. There was no! pop 
| ularity ‘to be expected, for av few: 
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indigent and ignorant: fifhermen, 
by preaching a defpifed and eru- 
ecified Saviour; and a fyftem of 
religion, mortifying to all the na- 
tural paffions and affeGtions of foul 
and body—a religion, which con- 
demns the lufts of the: flefh, the 
luft of the eye, and pride of life; 
and dooms to endlefs perdition all 
unbelieverso» Impoftors, without 
learning,» power’ and authority, 


would never-have taken -fuch a: 
method to obtain popularity, hon-' 


ors-and riches. It is the: reverfe 
of all worldly wifdom ; and con- 
trary to the known prattice of all 
deceivers.. It is the direét way to 
fhame, pain and forrow, poverty 
and death. 

Accordingly, Chrift taught his 
apoftles, and indeed all his difci- 
ples, that they: muft leave all for 
his fake, and look to the rewards 
of another world for their recom- 
pence. He warned them, that 
for his fake they fhould be hated 
of the world, perfecuted, imprif- 
oned, fcourged and killed. And, 
of the truth of thefe they could 


not doubt, for, before his cruci-, 


fixion, they had often experienced 


the contempt, hatred and malice: 


of the Jews ; and well knew, that 
they who had called the mafter of 
the houfe Beelzebub, and killed 
him, would not fpare his follow- 
ers.—Such was the cafe, even ad- 
mitting the truth of their teftimo- 
ny; but if that was not true, no 
reafonable motive of ation. can 
be affigned. They were fure to 
meet with fhame, poverty and 
death: in this world, and. had no 
hope of any recompence in the 
world:to come. >. No men, in their 
fenfes, will aét thus in fupport of 
what they know, or haye reafon 
to believe afalfehood. The con- 
fequence therefore, irrefiftably for- 
ees itfelf upon us, that the Apof- 
ties were honeft: men, that. they 
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atually knew Jefus~ Chrift. was: 
‘rifen fromthe dead, and believed. 
that he would dire& and -profper- 
them according to his word. -All- 
‘their miniftry, all their hope for- 
‘time and» eternity depended. on: 
the truth of Chrift’s-refurrection.: 
‘Upon’ thisothey © ventured» every~: 
thmg, and gave up all. for the; 
fake of Chrilt, not counting theirs 
own lives dear, fo they might win: 
him and his righteoufnefs. 

-Notwithftanding all oppofition: 
and every difcouragement, the A~: 
poftles. went forth boldly, preach=: 
ing Chrift, and falvation by him: 
alone. Knowing he was alive 
from the dead, they believed in: 
his promifed aid, and with great. 
power witnefled his refurrection. 
They were both the recipients 
and active inflruments of miracu- 
lous operations ; and, hereby, 
proved their divine miffion and 
authority. In affurance of this, 
they entered on ‘their miffion ; 
and {pent their whole time in pub- 
hfhing the glad tidings of the gof- 
pel, without a profpect of worldly 
gain. They attacked the nume- 
,rous fuperftitions and traditions of 
the elders—affirmed that Chritt, 
whom they had crucified, was the 
Lord of Life, and only Saviour 
of loft. men—called on them to 
repent of their fins, and believe 
on him for falvation, appealing to 
themfelves for the truth of the 
fais which they teftified of Jefus ; 
and finally denounced. damnation 
on all who fhould continue im im- 
penitency and unbelief. In a 
word, through the evident opera- 
tions of the Holy Spirit, and iim 
virtue of their divine miflion, they 
attacked and overturned the Jew- 
ifh economy, and the idolatrous 
worthip of .mofk of the heathen’ 
world. 

Ti thefe. labors, the Apatiles 

gained neither popularity, honors, 
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er riches; but that the work 
might ftand in the power of God, 
and not of men, they pafled thro’ 
fiery trials and cruel mocking, 
both from Jews and Gentiles. 
And finally, moft, if not ail of 


them fealed their teftimony of Je- | 


fus by a violent death, and thus 
drank of the cup of their matter. 
Thefe things {how that.the Apof- 
tles were neither deceived nor de- 
ceivers : We mutt therefore re- 
ceive the doétrine of the refurrec- 
tion of Jefus Chrift, as an eftab- 
lifhed fact. 

The enemies of the crofs have 
made many objections to the tef- 

timony of the Apoitles ; moft of 

" them are frivolous and abfurd ca- 
vils, totally unworthy of notice. 
I do not, at prefent, recolle& any 
objection of confequence, to the 
above reafoning, unlefs it be this 
cant phrafe of modern deifm, viz. 
«“ That all this teftimony is an 
after-game—a mere farce, trump- 
ed up by bigoted and defigning 
priefts,”” 
_ As it is not fuppofable that 
Jewithor heathen idolatrous priefts 
would trump up fuch a fyftem a- 
gainft themfelves, we muft con-! 
clude they mean Chriftian priefts. 
This being the cafe, it is abun- 
dantly fufficient to mention their 
objection, and pafs it in filence, 
until they will be pleafed to fhow 
how there could have been Chrif- 
tian. priefts, before Chriflianity 
commenced—who they were— 
where they lived—where they 
met—and when they wrote. 
When they will honeltly anfwer 
thefe queries, we will attend to 
them. 

The death and refurreGion of 
Chrift are facts as well attefted, 
as any other faéts in hiftory of 
equal diftance of time. They 
have all the proof that any fac 
ean have from the teltimony of 
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men, after the witnefles are dead. 
Let us not rejeé the teftimony of 
others, like Thomas, till we fhall 
fee Jefus with our eyes—Blefed 
are they that have not feen, and yet 
have believed. 

It was obferved in the begin- 
ning of this Effay, that on the 
truth of the refurreCtion of Jefus 
Chrift, depends the ufe of the 
means of falvation and the refur- 
rection of the dead. If Chrift be 
rifen, then our dead bodies muft 
and will arife: So faid the Apof- 
tle, «* If it be preached that he 
rofe from the dead, how fay fome 
among you, there is no refurrec- 
tion of the dead.’? ‘The refur- 
reCtion of Chrift was a pledge of 
the refurreGtion of our bodies : 
He was the firff fruits of them that 
Slept. . For, fince by man came 
death, by man alfo came the refurrec- 
tion of the dead. For as in Adam 
qll die, even fo in Chrift foall all be 
made alive. But every man in his 
own order: Chrift the firft fruits ; 
afterwards they that are Chrift’s 
at his coming. The refurrection 
of Chrift is an affurance of the 
refurrection of all men, but efpe- 
cially of his faints ; they hall 
arife to glory and immortality. 
As the firft fruits, under the law, 
were a pledge of the future har- 
vett,.fo the refurreétion of Chrift 
was an earneit of their refurrec- 
tion: If the head be raifed, the 
members will affuredly . follow. 


| The church of Chrift was virtu- 


ally raifed with him; and will ac- 
tually follow in their order. And 
as aflurance of this, we read, that 
the graves were opened, and many 
bodies of the faints which flept arofe, 
and came out of the graves after his 
refurrettion, and went into the holy 
city, and appeared unto many. "Uhis 
teaches us that Jefus Chrift is, in- 
deed, the refurrection and the life. 
And frem what he has done, we 
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may fafely argue to what he will 
do ; and be affured, that ze hour 
“45 coming, inthe which all that are 
in their graves fhall hear his voice 
‘and come forth ; they that have done 
‘good unto the refurreaion of life, 
‘and they that have done evil unto 
‘the refurredtion of damnation. 

This do@rine of Chrift’s refur- 
rection, isa doctrine of comfort to 
believers. They look forward to 
the timie when their bodies fhall 
put on incorruption, and their 
mortal, immortality ; and be fafh- 
ioned like his glorious body. 

The meeting of righteous fouls 

“with their bodies, will be a glori- 
‘ous meeting! How happy will 
they be to meet their bodies, de- 
livered from the bondage of cor- 
ruption, into the liberty of the 
fons of God! How will the foul 
rejoice, to be reunited to that 
tongue, which ufed to exprefs its 
‘delight in God, and fing the praif- 
es of redeeming love—to thofe 
hands, which ufed to be raifed, 
in adoration and fupplication to 
‘the Supreme Being, and extended 
in charity to man—to thofe eyes 
and ears, which were once opened 
‘to the word of life—to thofe 
‘knees, which often bowed before 
the throne of grace—and to thofe 
feet that weekly bore the foul to 
the houfe of God? I fay, how 
inexprefibly happy will be the 
foyl ‘and body, when they fhall 
‘again be united at the refurrec- 
tion, never more to part; but 
mutually to enjoy, love and wor- 
fhip the triune God forever and 
ever! Let the righteous take 
comfort in the promifes of Chritt ; 
and wait patiently for his coming, 
with affurance, that when he, who 
is the refurreCtion and the life, 
fhall appear, they fhall be like 
TH cL, 

But how different will be the 
cafe with the wicked! They will 
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arife to condemnation. And their 
union to their bodies will doubt- 
lefs increafe their mifery. 

Surely it is not ftrange, that 
the fophifts of this world, and 
obftinate finners, are exerting eve- 
ry nerve te difprove the bible, and 
efpecially the do€trine of the re- 
furrection of Jefus Chrift. For 
if that be true, they well know 
the bible muft be true, and that 
a day of sjudgment will come ;— 
a day of unutterable woe and mif- 
ery to them.—But, the evidence 
of the refurretion of Chrift is 
{trong and conclufive, as has been 
fhewn. It has fupported the 
dogtrine, for almoft 1800 years, 
againft all the art and fophiftry of 
wicked men; and never can be 
overfet, while the teftimony of 
man has weight with men. 

How fhould thefe confidera- 
tions excite all of us to the dili- 
gent ufe of the means of falva- 
tion? We have now an opportu- 
nity to prepare for the refurreGtion 
of life. Blefed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Fefus Chrift, 
who, according to his abundant mers 
cy, hath begotten us again unto a 
lively hope, by the refurredion of 
Fefus Chrift from the dead. In 
him, we look for new heavens and 
a new earth—In him, we look 
forward to eternal rewards, or 
endlefs punifhments, according to 
the deeds done in the body. 

This confideration gives a rea= 
fonable ground for the ufe of 
means ; our preaching is not vain 
in the Lord. An eternity, my 
readers, an eternity of happinefs 
or mifery will follow upon this 
life; our good or evil improve- 
ment of time and the means of 
falvation, will determine our por 
tion. In this life, and in this ons 
ly, we have opportunity to fecure 
a part in the refurre€tion of the 
jult. ‘his renders the wife and 
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diligent ufe of appointed means, 
infinitely important to every fon 
and daughter of Adam. Let us 


~ then ftrive to know Chrift, and | 


“the power of his refurre&tion— 
“Pet us be ftedfaft, unmoveable, 


“always abounding in the work of 


the Lord ; forafmuch as we know 
that our labor is not in vain in the 


Lord. 
ISRAEL. 


ee 


On the eleventh chapter of the Re- 


velation. 


Mess’rs Epitrors, 

Some of your readers having 
exprefled a particular defire to fee 
an expofition of the 11th chapter 
of the Revelation, I fend you the 
following, which if you judge 
worthy, you will pleaie to give a 
place in your excellent Magazine. 


PART I. 

REVIOUS to the propofed 
Pp explanation, permit fome 
general introductory remarks up- 
on the prophecy contained in the 
Revelation. The compofition of 
this book is univerfally afcribed to 
the apoftle John ; but chronolo- 
gers difagree about the date of it. 
Some fuppofe it was written in 
the reign of Domitian, the Ro- 
man emperor. Bifhop Newton 
givesit an earlier date, fuppofing it 
‘to have been written in the reign of 
Nero, that he might confiftently 
apply the opening of the firft feal, 
or the vifion of the white horfe 
and his victorious rider, to the 
Roman emperors, efpafian and 
Titus, with particular reference to 
their conqueft of Judea ; fuppo- 
fing it would have been abfurd to 
make this application, if he ad- 
mitted, that it was written in the 
reign of Domitian, as this would 
make it an hiftory of paft,: ra- 
ther than a prophecy of future 
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events. Omitting remarks re« 


fpeGting the’ date of the book, 
“this fubje@ is introduced for the 


purpofe of fubmitting the follow- 


“ing queftion to the ‘candid confi- 


deration of your learned readers, 
whether it be abfurd, and contra- 
ty to fcripture precedent, to fup- 
pofe the Revelation written in the 
reign of Domitian, and yet apply 
the vifion of the white horfe and 
his rider, to Vefpafian and Ti 
tus? According to ‘which “it 
would be the reprefentation of 
an event which exifted thirty or 
forty years, before it was exhibit- 
ed in the vifion. On this fubject 
let only fcripture example be con- 
fulted. The prophet Daniel had 
a vifion, chap. 7. of four beatts ; 
the firft of which is interpreted 
to fignify the Babylonifh empire, 
but this vifion was in the reign of 
Belfhazzar, the laft of its kings, 
and in whofe reign that empire 
was fubdued.—The events which 
were comprifed in’ this- ‘vifion, 
muft confequently, have generally 
exifted a longer {pace of time be- 
fore the prophet had this vifion, 
than Vefpafian and Titus lived be- 
fore Domitian. Befides, the ra- 
pidity and extent of conqueft, or 
that elevated ftate reprefented by 
the eagle’s wings which the lion 
had, was not effected by Belfhaz- 
zar, a luxurious and effeminate 
prince ; but by his great proge- 
nitor, Nebuchadnezzar:—So the 
apoftle had a vifion, chap. 12,'of 
a great red dragon, and chap. 13. 
of a beaft’ coming up out’ of the 
fea, which vifions ‘are interpreted 
to denote the Roman empire? But 
if this beaft which’ the’ apoftle 


faw, having feven heads ‘and’’ten 


horns, reprefented the’? Roman 
empire, with the different forms of 
government under which’ it ‘had 
fubfifted, from the firft commence- 
ment of it, of which it is faid, five 


“38 03 “| 
are fallen, Lit certainly reprefented 


ifted long before the days of the 
apoftle ;. yea, by fat the moft in- 
terefting and important . events 
which exifted init, through the 
whole term of its duration; it be- 
ing a much longer term from the 
rife of it to the days of the apoftle, 
than from the reign of Domitian, 
or eyen Nero, to thé diffolution 
of thé old Roman empire by the 
northern nations—a period alfo, 
in which with its great iron teeth, 
{it being the fourth ‘terrible beaft 
of Daniel) it had broken in pieces 
and. fubdued the beafts which 
were before it—in which it had 
difplayed, its national policy, the 
military prowefs arid conquelts of 
its arms—and in which it had 
pafled the zenith of its power and 
glory... According to thefe re. 
marks, bifhop Newton might have 
conceded, that the apoftle wrote 
the Revelation in the reign of Do- 
_mitian, and yet have applied the 
vifion of the white horfe and him 
that fat thereon to Vefpafian and 
Titus, and fupported the proprie- 
ty of it by fcripture precedents 
and example. 
_. Tf it be enquired, does not this 
fubjeét the feripture to the impu- 
tation of abfurdity ? It may be re- 
. plied, perhaps not ; for thete are 
not of the nature of fimple pro- 
_ phecies ;_ but fymbolic reprefenta- 
_.tions of important events, or par- 
ticular great fcenes of divine pro- 
yidence : and is it not as proper 


to make fuch a difplay, in the 


_middle,.or at the end, as at the 
beginning of the fcene? When 
the Babylonifh empire was to_be 
_aeprefented by a lion with eagle’s 
_wing’s, ; ;why:was it not as proper 
«to make this reprefentation to Da- 
_ niel, near its deftruction ; as when 
_ It was. to. be reprefented by an 
héad of gold, to make this dif- 
Vou. Ill. No. fo. C 
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: re | play to Nebuchadnezzar, near the 
many and great events which ex- | - 


commencement of it ? In like 
manner, why was it not as con- 


| fiftent to reprefent to the apoftle, 


in the reign of Domitian, that 
{cheme of evéhts which commenc- 
ed in the conquefts of Vefpafian 
and Titus, by a book fealed with 
feven feals, as to reprefent the 
Babylonifh empire when a much 
greater fcheme commenced in Ne- 
buchadnezzar, to Daniel, by a li- 
on, in the reign of Belfhazzar ? 
Or even to reprefent the Roman 
empire itfelf by a beaft dreadful 
and terrible, and having great iron 
teeth, when that empire had been 


| founded by Romulus, fome genera- 


tions, if not centuries, before the 
prophet ‘had this’ vifion of it ?* 
Confidering the book which the 
apoftle faw in the vifion, as con- 
taining that feries of events which 
commenced about his time, re- 
lating immediately to the Roman 
empire, by the opening of the 
feals, and the fymbolic appearan- 
ces confequent upon it, we have 
difclofed to us, the wars, fam- 
ines and peftilences, by which 
God punifhed the idolatrous per- 
fecutors of his people, until in his 
holy providence, the empire by a 
great revolution became Chrifbian. 
We have, Chap. 7. reprefented, 
by the angel’s holding the winds 
that they fhould not blow, and 
the fealing of the fervants of God 
in their foreheads, that peaceful 
and profperous ftate of the church 
which fucceeded the converfion of 
the empire from heathenifm to 
Chriftianity. We havenext, Chap. 
8. on the opening of the feventh 
feal, a vifion of feven angels with 
feven trumpets prepared to found. 


* Suppofing the Roman enipire to 
have been founded in the reign of Jo- 
afh king of Judah, it was more than 
300 years before the prophet, had this 
vifion of it. 
ec 
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By the founding. of the four firft, 
with their effects, are fignified, the 
calamities with which God pun- 
ihed the herefies of the Chritian 
emipire, and the extinétion of it by 
the irruptions of the barbarous 
nations. - In the conclufion of 
thefe, we have. an angel flying 
thro’ the midft-of heaven, and pro- 
claiming woe, woe, woe, to the in- 
habiters of the earth and fea, por- 
tending the dreadful, calamities 


which would fucceed the founding © 


of the three remaining trumpets. 
We then have, Chap. g.the fouad- 
ing of the firth trumpet, which 
conftituted the fir woe, upon 
-whicly a itar fell from. heaven, the 
bottomlefs pit was..opened, and 
the fmoke of it afcended, filled 
with locufts ; denoting the impof- 
ture of Mahomet, the fpread of 
his delufion, and the conquefts and 
cruelties of his followers the Sa- 
racens or Arabians, by which God 
chaftifed the corruptions and. fu- 
perftitions of the Chriftian church 
—but not reformed by thefe judg- 
ments, we have the deftrudtion of 
the eattern empire reprefented by 
the fixth trumpet and fecond woe, 
or the loofing of the four angels 
which were bound by the river 
Euphrates. i. e. the removal of 
thofe obftruétions which impeded 
the progrefs of the Turks, and 
giving them opportunity to pur- 
fue and extend their conquetts, by 
which they fubdued the eaftern 
or Greek empire, and eftablith- 
ed themfelves upon its ruins. 
Thefe’ vifions being completed, 
the apoftle then had a vifion of a 
mighty angel with a little book, 
which, according to direCtion, he 
took and ate, remarking, that in 
his mouth it was fweet as honey, 
but) in: his shelly it» was bitter— 
fignifying, that however pleafant 
and agreeable thefe revelations of 
future events «relating to the 
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| church were, in. their completion 
| they would be painfui and diftref- 


fing. _ We come now to the pro- 
poted fubje&, an explanation of 
the eleventh chapter. As this is 
an obfcure part of holy {cripture, 
the prefent expofitor is fenfible, 
that for him, an unufual degree 
of diflidence is peculiarly proper ; 
without deciding therefore upon 
any fubje&, he will only fubmit 
his general view of it to the confi- 
deration of the candid and judici- 
ous.—T his chapter is underftood 
by all exppitors to confit of the 
contents of the book, which bifhop 
Newton concludes with the 13th 
verfe ; the reft of the chapter be- 
ing a continuation of the vifions 
contained in chapter ninth. Con- 
cerning thislittle book, admit the 
ere following general conjectures. 
. May it not be confidered as 

a ee reprefentation of e- 
vents, collateral with the preced- 
ing vifions and prediGtions ? From 
the commencement of the pro- 
phetic vifions, or the opening of 
the feals, Chap. 6. to the conclu- 
fion of the ninth chapter, we have 
a progrefiive feries of vifions, de- 
noting future events. _ If, accord- 
ing to commentators, the opeping: 
of the feals, and the founding of 
the four firft trumpets related to 


‘the empire, we fhall find thefe 


prophecies fulfilled within the frft 
fix hundred years of the Chriftian 
era. If we apply the fifth or 
firft woe trumpet, to the Mahom- 
etan, and the fecond woe trumpet 
to the Turk, it will bring down 
the feries of events to the feven- 
teenth century. And “the fifth 
and fixth trumpets will include the 
extended period of more ‘than one 
It is now to be 
obferved, that. thefe diftrefi: ng 
{cenes were chiefly opened on the 
ealtern empire ; and the fue i- 


| tion and. voluptuovfnefs of the 
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Greek church particularly were 
chaltifed by the wars, cruelties 


and mercilefs exations, of the | 


Saracens ; and fimilar diftreffes 


with the extinction of the empire | 


by the Turks, were confined to 
it almoft entirely. 
ons no proper notice is taken, on- 
ly a general hint given of the de- 
fe€tion of the weftern church, by 
“The ref? of the men repented 
not.” There are no diftinG re- 
prefentations of the blafphemy, 
arrogance, cruelties and perfecu- 
tions of the man of fin. Neither 
are there any reprefentations of 
the faith, fufferings and patience 
of thofe who kept the command- 
ments of God, or the true church, 
for the extended period of One 
thoufand years. Why might not 
the fpirit of infpiration, on ‘the 
one hand, to preferve the chain 
of events, continue the vifions ? 
And on the other, to expofe fuch 
interefting fubjects, give the apof- 
tle the little book, as a fummary 
of them, ‘and which, if I under- 
fland its contents, related wholly 
to them, as a collateral prophecy ? 
‘So, as the church was divided in- 
to the Geeek or eaftern, and the 
Latin or weftern church, and 
God’s providence extended to 
each ; asin the two trumpets we 
have the rife and propagation of 
the fatal delufion of Mahomet, 
‘and the calamities with which 
God punifhed the fuperftition, 
formality and vices of the eaitern 
church, by the Saracens and 
Turks, fo in the little book, we 
have the blafphemy and pertecu- 
tions of antichrift and the fuffer- 
ings of God’s faithful fervants in 
the weftern church. Is it nota 
‘confirmation of this conjecture, 
that there is fuch a parallel in their 
dates, the fpread of Mahometi{m, 
‘and the confirmed afcendeney of 
the bifhop of Rome commencing 
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about the fame time, and that each 
will probably terminate about the 
fame period? According ‘to this 
hypothefis, we have the* Revela- 
fion divided into two parts, from 
the fourth to the feventh trumpet. 
One part confifting of the fifth and 
fixth trumpets, ‘containing the vi- 
fions or prophecy of the Saracens 
and Turks. “Phe oth? confifting 
of the little book, coftaining a 
prophecy of antichriftian idolatry, 
and the fufferings of God’s peo- 
ple from it ; after which the fyf- 
tem of vifions is renewed by the 
feventh trumpet, and continued to 
the end. 

2. May not this little book be 
confidered 2s an introduction to 
the feventh trumpet, and a fum- 
mary of the fubfequent vilions re- 
lating to antichrift? If the judg- 
ments which conftitute the third 
woe, be not. infli€ed upon anti- 
chriit, we know not where to 1ind 
them. If they were to be inflict- 
ed upon him, without any previous 
information of him, the fcene 
would have commenced very ab- 
ruptly, and be involved im great 
obf{curity. To fupercede thefe 
effeéts, we have the vifion, mak- 
ing a concile difplay of him, and 
his enormous wickednefs, as the 
procuring caufe of thefe terrible, 
calamities, by which the whole 
procefs’ of divine providence is 
made plain, and the infliction of 
thefe judgments naturally intro- 
duced. May we not alfo confider 
it as afummary of the fubfequent 
vifions which relate to this fub- 
jet? Willit not probably appear, 
upon examination, that the fol- 
lowing vifions contained - in the 
Revelation, xelating ‘to antichrilt 
and the witnefles, are bat fo ma- 
ny expetitory lectures making 2 
full difplay of them, of which. this 
vifion in the eleventh chapter fur- 
nifhed the feveraktexia? » Tf this 
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be jutt, is there not a great fimila- 
rity between the prophecy of Da- 
niel, and the vifions of the apoftle 
John? Firit,, Nebuchadnezzar, 
Chap. 2. faw a great image in his 
dream, compofed of four differ- 
ent materials, which were inter- 
preted to fignify four great em- 
pires which fhould rife, be broken 
in pieces,and fucceeded by the 
Kingdom of Chrift. Then Dan- 
iel Chap. .7.had a vifion of four 
beafts, which were interpreted to 
fignify the fame four empires, but 
many fubjects were difclofed. in 
this vifion, relating efpecially to 
the fourth, which were inveloped 
in the image. So he had another 
vifion Chap. 8. of a ram and an 
he goat which reprefented the fe- 
cond and third of thofe empires, 
and another vifion Chap. to. dif- 
clofing many particulars relating 
to them, efpecially to the third, 


which were unnoticed in the pre- | 


ceding vifion, and by which the 
great revolutions to be effected in 
divine providence, with the diver- 
lifted {cenes of the church to the 
end of the world, were exhibited 
to the aftonifhed and fainting pro- 
phet ; but all the vifions or pre- 
dictions, contained in the book, 
were fummarily comprifed in the 
dream of Nebuchadnezzar and in 
the vifion of the four beafts. So 
the fubfequent vifions, centained 
in the Revelation, are fuppofed to 
be only varied views of the feyeral 
fubjects exhibited in this eleventh 
chapter. 


Hoping thefe obfervations in- | 


troduce the propofed fubject, I 
thall in mynext number attempt to 
give a true explanation of. the 
chapter : and as it is apprehend- 
ed that general remarks will be 
teaft exceptionableand moft to edi- 
fication, fuch only will be made. 
PEREGRINUS, . 
(To be continued.) 
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To rue Epirors or THE Con- . 
$ ie EES Te : : 
NECTICUT EVANGELICAL Ma- 
GARIN. win, 


GENTLEMEN, | 


y HAVE been led to view the 
narratives of religious revivals, 
with which you have favored the 
public, in your Magazine, . as 
itanding among the more import- 
ant things which compofe. that 
valuable work. By thefe, Zion 
has been comforted, and the ene- 
my confounded. Religion comes 
more forcibly recommended to the 
mind from example, than precept. 
There is a certain life in the for- 
mer, that is not in the. latter. 
This no doubt. is the reafon why 
he book of God is fo interfperfed 
with accounts of this nature. In 
characters, we are taught the nae. 
ture of virtue and vice from exer- 
cife and aétion ; the mind in this 
cafe, is not perplexed with a chain 
of theoretic reafoning, but called 
to look on faéts. For thefe rea- 
fons, I am.a friend to all fuch 
publications, whether in a great- 
er or lefs degree extraordinary. 
Compared with other accounts, 
which you haye received, I have 
little to. fay, yet on the feore of 
fovereign grace, and the almighty 
power of the divine fpirit, in fub-. 
duing the finner, I have much to 
fay. I can bear the fame tefti- 
mony with thofe that have labor- 
ed in.a larger field, that, with the 
Lord there is mercy, and with him 
is plenteous redemption. . a. 
In the year 1781, it pleafed 
Ged to revive his work among 
us ; a {pecial attention. and un- 
common ferioufnefs, feemed to 
prevail in all parts of the fociety 5 
and the happy effets. for many 
years were fenfibly felt. At that 
feafon, there .were upwards. of. 
thirty added to the church... Af. 


«ter that, there was nothing {pecial. 
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took place, except in individual 
cafes, for twenty yéars. During 
which period, the {pirit of vital 
religion was reduced to. a. very 
languid ftate. This will ever be 
the cafe without frefh anointings 
from the fpirit. sale 
‘Toward the latter end of March | 
in the year 1801, two or three pi- 
ous people agreed to meet and 
pray for a revival of religion a- 
mong us. ‘This was foon difcov- 
ered, and others joined.—The | 


numbers increafed weekly, and in | 


the May and June following, our 
meetings became crowded, and 
the {pirit of God in the convic- 
tion of a number, was evidently 
feen among us. A public leture 
-was appointed, in which I was 
favored with the kind affiftance of | 
my brethren in the miniftry. Our | 
conferences were attended three | 
or four times in the week ; but | 
the moft crowded, and that’ which | 
difeovered moft of the power of | 
the fpirit, was on Thurfday in 

the afternoon. During this pe- | 
riod, religion appeared not to be 

a fecondary objegts: but the one— 
thing needful. Sabbaths feemed | 
too far diftant, and the appointed , 
feafons of conference were waited | 
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be feen ; they were wholly un- 
moved, unlefs with a {pirit of op- 
pofition. “ The wind bloweth - 
where it lifteth, and thou heareft 
the found thereof, but canit not 
tell whence it cometh, and whith- 
er it goeth: fo is every one that 
is born of the fpirit.””_ God works 
like himfelf ; whatever courfe he 
takes in his providence, or where. 
ever he rides in the gofpel chariot, 
the moft vifible effects of fove. 
reignty mark his way ; confirm. 
ing his own declaration—s* And 
ye fhall know that I am the 
Lord.”’. 

It may be noticed, that between 
thefe revivals, there had arifen 2 
new generation, and among thefe 
was the principal fuccefs of the 
work. ‘Thofe who had come to 
years of underftanding before, and 
refufed the offers of mercy, were 
generally unmoved. And fhould 
God in fome after period again 
revive his work among us, it may 
be likely fo with thofe that are 
now left. The idea comes folemnly 
addreffed to all, among whom the 
{pirit of God is moving, left pre~ 
fummg on a more convenient fea- 
fon, like Felix, they negle& the 


accepted time, and no place in af- 


for with anticipated delight. ‘The ter life be found. for repentance. 
work however, was far from be- | «Ephraim is joined to idols, Ict 
ing general among the people. | him alone.” . 

There were fome from almoft eve- | The work, in its early ftage, 
ry part of the fociety; and fome took deep hold of profeffors. 
families fo peculiarly diftinguifhed, They feemed to awake as from 
that it might almoft be faid of ; fleep, and the profperity of Zion 
them, as of the favored houfe at | was the obje& of their united 


which our Lord, when in the fleth, 
fo often called, that they were all 
friends to fefus. To the ferious, 
contemplative mind, there was a 
ftriking difplay of the fovereign, 
diferiminating’ grace of God, 
While one family was wholly oc- 
cupied with the concerns of the 
foul, perhaps a few rods’ atthe 
next door, nothing’ of it was to 


prayers. Love to one another, 
and zeal for the caufe animated 
them, with but a few exceptions. 
The ftill {mall voice, has charac- 
terized the work from the begin- 
ning, without any thing of ar 
oppofite nature. — 

Among the new converts, an 
uncommon degree of caution ap- 
peared to lead the way to their 


> 
profeffion, They feemed to come 
trembling, left they might difho- 
‘nor that holy religion, which they 
Had been led to view, above every 
thing elfe, precious. Our num- 


bes of admifficns to the commun- | 


jon of the church has been thirty 
five, and from a judgment of cha- 
rity, it is expe€ted that there may 
be ftill an addition. 

It has been viewed by the 
friends of Zion as ‘matter of 
thankfulnefs, that nothing excep- 
tionable has been found in the 
lives of our new converts. Their 
walk has difcovered that meek, 
humble fpirit peculiar to the gof- 
pel. However, we have had op- 
pofition from the beginning ; it 
has aflumed different fhapes and 
arifen from different and unex- 
petted quarters. The refalt of 
which has been, that the line is 


more vifibly drawn, and Chrift’s 


little flock, to the eye of common 
obfervation, more clearly diftin- 
guifhed. 

There were feveral inftances a- 
mong the fubjeéts of the work, 
fomewhat peculiar; but as I have 
already exceeded my defigned h- 
mits; I fhall mention but one. 
This was in a man of about mid- 
dle life, with a fmall family.’ In 
the view of human reafon, he 
was perhaps as unpromifing a fub- 
jeQ as any among us. But, in 
the early period of the work, his 
attention was arrefted—his con- 
victions were deep, and they con- 
tinued long, till his friends began 
to be anxious what might be the 
event. I had feveral times, after 
worfhip, as we traveled a {mall 
diftance the fame way, defignedly 
fell in his company. This I did 
the Sabbath before he met with 
comfort. As foon as we’ came 
together, [ afked him what were 
the exercifes of his mind ? He re- 
plied, that every time he came’ to 
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the houfe of God, he came hop- 
ing that he fhould return with a 
better heart; but he grew worfe 
and worfe, till he was led to ima- 
gine that there was no mercy for 
him. It feems, fays he, when I 
have taken one ftep, as if the next 
would plunge me into irretrievable 
deftruétion. I was moved at the 
converfation, at the fame time 
told him I entertained a hope that 
his prefent diftrefs might be foon 
removed. He replied with a de- 
gree of furprife in his ~ counte- 
nance, can you think that there 
is any mercy for fuch a wretch as 
Tam? I told him, was he a ten 


thoufandtimes greater wretch than 


he was, there was mercy enough 
in the gofpel. On this we part- 
ed.—A few days after, his views 
and exercifes were wholly differ: 
ent, and his joy was as extreme as 
his forrow. Nor was it témpo- 
rary, as is fometimes the cafe ; 
but his tongue has ever fince been 
loofed in praife of that merciful 
hand, that raifed him from the 
horrible pit ; confidering his cafe 
a remarkable inftance of foyereign 
grace. 

There is nothing that will more 
readily take hold of the chriftian’s 
feelings, than to fee a fellow fin- 
ner trembling under the deep con- 
vidtions of thelaw. Withregard 
to the event, the uncertainty is fo 
great, and the importance fo vaft, 
that the paffions of hope and fear 
are wrought up to the higheft 
key. And when the iffue is hap- 
py, and the finner hopefully bro’t 
into God’s fpiritual family, ‘there 
is nothing that will excite in the 
chriftian more unfeigned praife. 
He will feel difpofed in this cafe, 
if ever, to ftrike that high note 
of the Pfalmift, and call even 
upon inanimate nature to join the 
fong,—* Praife ye the Lord. 
Praife ye the Lord'from‘the hea- 


1803-] 


vens ; praife him in the heights. | 
Praife ye him all his angels; praife 
ye him all his hofts. Praife ye him 
fun and moon ; praife him, all ye | 


flars of light. — Praife him, ye 
heavens of heavens, and ye waters 
that are above the heavens. Let 


every thing that hath breath | 


praife the Lord.’?. 

.. Lam, gentlemen, your brother 

in the common. caufe, 
. Tuomas Brockway. 

Lebanon (fecond fociety), 

_ January 6, 1803. 


Mess’rs Epirors, 


Among the numerous:and vari- 
ous clafles of the readers of your 
ufeful Magazine, and who from 
month to month wait impatiently 
for its fucceffive numbers, are the 
fickly and iafirm. The writer is 
acquainted with a number of per- 
fons of this defcription, who are 
unable to reador attendtolong dif- 
courfes or eflays, but in the courfe 
of the month read again and again, 
the fhort effays, expofitions, nar- 
ratives, biographical fketches, and 
other interefting pieces contained 
in the numbers of the Magazine. 
By thefe they are not only in- 
flruted and edified, but greatly 
animated and cheered in their fpi- 
rits—and find a fubftitute, better 
than they can elfewhere find, ex- 
cept in the infpired writings, for 
the bleffings and advantages of the 
focial, public worfhip of God in 
his houfe, of which they are de- 
prived., This is doubtlefs, a clafs 
of readers which claims the occa- 
fional attention .of thofe who 
write, or extraét, for the Maga- 
zine. With a view toadd to the 
number and variety of fhort pieces, 
adapted to the circumftances of 
fuch, and not unworthy the atten- 
tion of others, I fend herewith a 
few lines, written by an acquaint. 
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ance and friend—a Lady, who 
had been often in the fchool of 
affliétion, and was, at the time of 
writing them, laboring under great 
bodily infirmities. ‘The defign of 
them appears to have been to ani- 
mate.and comfort her own mind, 
under the preflure of afflictions, 
by. turning her tho’ts on God and 
the things of his kingdom: Par- 
ticularly his holy, wife, and eter- 
nal counfels—his univerfal and 
particular Providence—and the in- 
finite glory which wil] redound to 
God, and the inconceivable hap- 
pinefs which will be enjoyed in 
his kingdom in the iffue of the 
glorious work of redemption. A. 
confideration of thefe things, as 
they are exhibited in.the word of 
God, may well afford confolation 
to the minds of his children, whe- 
ther burdened with perfonal trou- 
bles and forrows, or pained with 
a view of the fuflerings of others, 
and the iniquities and various evils 
which fill the world. It tends to 
imprefs the mind with a fenfe of 
the vanity of fublunary things— 
the nothingnefs of creatures in 
comparifon with God and the in- 
tereits of his kingdom, and the 
propriety of adding, when pray- 
ing for deliverance from any pars 
ticular evil, or the beftowment of 
any fuppofed particular good, 
“ Not my will, but thine be 
done.’? Yours, &c. 
HSN SO 
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BELIEVE that the all wife 


Difpofer of events had a con- 
fiftent. plan of operation before 
creation began; fo that he knows 
no more of me or my circumitan- 
ces now, and will not, thoufands 
of years hence, than he knew be- 
fore the commencement of time. 
This great, plan. meludes the cre- 
ation of angels and.men—the fall 
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of a part of the angelic hoft—the 
apoftacy of man—the great work 
of redemption—and every volition 
and aGion confequent on thofe 
great events. It includes every 
event, great or {mall, that ever has 
or ever will take place in the fyf- 
tem. Itis certain alfo, that in- 
finite wifdom and infinite goodnefs 
have chofen the beft poffible plan. 
As the human body is compofed 
of veins, arteries, nerves and fibres, 
fo this great plan is compofed of 
an infinite variety of events, which 
I have no doubt will eventually all 
harmonize (however blind’ mor- 
tals may judge of‘appearances to 
the contrary), and become fuch a 
great whole as fhall redound to 
the higheft pofible glory to the 
three perfons in the facred “Trini- 
ty, and the moft confummate, in« 
conceivable happinefs to every in- 
dividual of the redeemed, and of 
all holy beings: With refpect'to 
myfelf, I am but a {mall fpeck of 
exiftence when compared to the 
great whole; yetmy exiftence, with 
every circumitance of it,.is Impor- 
tant as a part of the great plan’; 
cand* it was that’ God might be 
glorified in the falvation, -or final, 

_juft’ condemnation of fuch little, 
vile and otherwife infignificant 


creatures, that the great Redeem-. 


er took on him: our nature and 
made complete atonement for fin. 
Now when I defire any good for 
myfelf, as eafe from pain—refto- 
ratiom to health and ufefulnefs— 
the life, health and happinefs of 
thofe who are dear to me, or my 
own eternal falvation—when fT de- 
fire to become a member of the 
glorious and holy family of God 
in heaven, and enjoy the light, 
the bright vilion of Deity in the 
face of the glorified Saviour, and 
go no more out of his’ prefence, 
but join and continue with all my 
dear friends in~ praifing him who 
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loved us and wafhed us from our 
fins in his own blood, and know 
that we fhall be fafe from all dan- 
ger of offending him, forever— 
(O how Peace eae 
When I defire;any or all thefe 
things, I may’know and be affur- 
ed that they will be beftowed by 
infinite wifdom and goodnefs, if it 
is confiflent with this bef poffible 
plan. But if it is’ not, ‘and there 
could’ be fuch a‘thing as my be- 


_ing admitted’ among the bleffed, 


or enjoying any defirable earthly 
good, inconfiftent with the belt 
good of the whole, it would argne 
imperfection in God to grant it— 
It would be a blot‘ in the divine 
charaéter—introduce difcord’ into 
the fyftem, and déftroy that per- 
feét harmony which’ conftitutes 
happinefs.—It becomes me to re- 
joice that the Lord reigns and *is 
infinitely wife, juft and ‘good, and 
to fubmit cheerfully to all his ‘dif= 
penfations,-as being a part of that 
great divine plan which will’ re- 
dound to the divine glory and the 
greateft poflible’ good. T am'a 
fhort fighted creature, a finful 
worm of the duft. IT know not 
what is beft "for myfelf, or for the 
glory of God. But I know ail 
things will work together for good 
to thera that love God, and ‘place 
their happinefs ‘in his’ glory. . I 
defire therefore’to learn this blefs- 
ed leffon from the Son of’ God, 
not to defire any thing from the 
hand of God which*is not con- 
fiftent with ‘his ‘own glory-and his 
wife, eternal plan. And when I 
pray that the cup of affli€tion may 

afs from me, I defire'to fay, nor 


; 


“January, 1803. 


sj Batenain Mictidatadeh ced 


FE ate ten Cilled to How 
fes of affiGtion—to the 
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bedfide of the fick and dying, and 
to attend ‘the funeral folemnities 
of the deceafed. Decency, friend-) 
thip. and relation colle many on 
fuch occafions, who have little 
defire to attend on ferious things, 
and are very uncomfortable Sieh 
they are urged upon them, ‘They 
hate thofe fights of diftrefs, which 
excite refleGtion. The houfes of 
ficknefs and mourning are no pla- 
ces for them, for they bring eter- 
nity and its great folemnities in- 
to view, which are but unwelcome 
and uncomfortable tho’ts. Scenes 
of bufinefs, mirth and feltivity, 
are more defirable ; thefe {uit 
their hearts, ftifle refleGions, and 
keep off thought. | Their. vifits to 
places which bring futurity into 
view, are as feldom and fhort as 
decency will permit. Such views 
produce a chilling horror ; they 
fhrink back from the ideas. -No 
cheering comforts, no {weet con- 
folations refrefh their {pirits, drawn 
from the ennobling contemplations 
of eternity, and the interefting 
fcenes which enrapture the mind 
-earneftly fixed on the invifible 
world. 

Others equally hate the diffi- 
pation of thought, produced by 
feftivity and mirth. Serious fcenes 
are more welcome, infpire richer 
entertainment, and fix the mind 
upon fubje&ts which never cloy. 
"The heart of the wife is..in the 
houfe of mourning : but the heart 
of the fool is in the houfe of 
mirth. ” In fuch amhoufe, things 
beyond this life rufh upon almott 
every mind, whether they give 
comfort, or painful reflections. — 
The reafon why the godly take 
real fatisfaétion, in being. prefent 
on mournful oecafions, is not, as 
the fons of vanity would faggeft, 
becaufe ‘their hearts are hard and 
unfeeling, and can on that account | minds are carried to the word of 
more.eatlily endure fights of an- | God—the only. book which fur- 
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guifh and diftrefs. It is common 
for the gay to pay themfelyes a 
compliment, they by no means 
deferve, that ¢ their nerves were 
néver fufficiently hardened to en- 
dure fuch moving ‘{cenes, that 
they excite an exquifite fenfibility 
in them, too painful to be borne.’ 
But though they would by this 
ca{t an oblique reflection on fuch 
as take pleafure in bearing a patt 
with the afflicted, it is Bit pre- 
tence. Far other reafons than 
tendernefs and humanity drive 
them from fights of wretchedaels, 
to houfes of mirth and laughter ; 
nor is it becaufe the pious are un- 
feeling, that they love to weep 
with fuch as weep, and attend 
them in their deepett forrows, and 
contemplate with them, the things 
which fuch mournful occafiofis 
fuggeft to the mind. 

“The heart of the wife is in the 
houfe of mourning, becaufe the 
objects which prefent themfelves, 
on fuch occafions, are calculated 
to infpire the moft ufeful reflec- 
tions. Death is the end of every 
thing on earth. . The dead have 
departed to another world. ‘The 
fight of their remains imprefles on 
the mind the vanity of the objects: 
of general purfuit. We follow 
‘them in our imaginations into the 
invifible ftate: ‘The importance of 
that world rifes upon our minds : 
We are interefted in it, as i re- 
Jpetis our deceafed friend. We 
contemplate his fituation : We en- 
quire with ourfelvesy where is he ? 
What is his prefent ftate ? Is he 
happy or miferable ? Will his 
happinefs or mifery be eternal ? 
Is he beyond. hope, or above fear ? 
What fociety is he nowin ? What 
are his prefent employments? How 
does he view his palit life, and the 
things of this bufy world ? Our 
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nifhes us with inftruCtions on this 
fubje&. We have new ideas of 
its importance, and attend to it 
with greater earneftnefs. Weare 
imperceptibly led to become in- 
terefted in things invifible for our- 
felves. The world finks ; we 
view ourfelves no more than pil- 
grims and ftrangers here ; we are 
impreffed with the idea of our own 
departure ; it is brought near. 
‘We again turn with anxious de- 
fires. for information to the only 
inftru€tor to be had. We enquire, 
where fhall we ourfelves foon be ? 
What is there for us beyond this 
world ? We take a ferious. view 
of the light caft upon this fubjec, 
by the {criptures. The magnitude 
of the rewards and punifhments it 
reveals awes our {pirits, We earn- 
eftly examine the grounds of 
juftiication, and condemnation ; 
we examine ourfelves ; we either 
are fatisfied or tremble. We feel 
the importance of a full prepara- 
tion, and the folly of delay. We 


are con{trained to the refolution, 


that we will attend to it immedi- | 
Its importance full rifes | 


ately. 
upon us ; the vanities of the world 
lofe their influence ; the mind. is 
{wallowed up in the idea of mak- 
ing preparation for the world, 
where we are to have our everlatt- 
ing home.—The houfe of mourn- 
ing is certainly favorable for thefe 
reflections. But alas, with many, 
while at the place of mourning, 
the heart is either pining for the 
houfe of mirth, or fupporting it- 
felf againit fuch natural refleGtions, 
by employing its thoughts on the 
countenance of the deceafed, the 
conduc and appearance of the 
mourners, the parade of the fune- 
ral, or other things equally trif- 
ling 3 and their thoughts are con- 
ftrained to wander upon any thing 
which may come next, to give 

them relief from the pain of think- 
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ing as they ought, and as the oc- 
cafion almoft irrefiftibly compels 
them to think. But if we will 
allow ourfelves to follow the train 
of thought, which is natural on 
fuch an occafion, we fhall proceed 
further. The refurrection of 
the dead {mall and great, with 
its confequences_ will turn upon 
our minds. We fhall contem- 
plate ourfelves, ftanding in this 
immenfe congregation—fhall an- 
ticipate the univerfal folemnity 
which will be imprefled on every 
foul—fhall contemplate all, ftand- 
ing before God, the books open- 
ed, and the dead judged out of 
the things written in the books, 
according to their works. Our 
condu@t in this world will then 
appear, O how interelting ! How 
folemn_ it is to be now preparing 
the materials for our endlefs defti- 
ny ! The judgment which will 


| then be paffed, will naturally em- 


ploy our thoughts, as we fit medi- 
tating in the houfe. of mourning. 
Weare ftruck with the idea of the 
unchangeable and irreverfible deci- 
fion, which will then be given. 
Again we look into. ourfelves— 
confider our hearts and lives, -and 
enquire, for what fentence have 
we been preparing ourfelves ? 
What portion are we to expect ? 


/Our hopes and fears prefs into 


view. We look forward into a 
profound eternity—no end, no 
fhore, no period is to be even con- 
templated. Solemnity poffeffes 
our whole fouls : We are intereft- 
ed.. We enquire into the charac- 
ter of God our judge. We look 
about us for dependence; In our- 
felves we find none. Chrift and 
his falvation are thé only things 
which afford any profpect of deliv- 
erance and bleffednefs.. We con-. 


template the terms of acceptance 


with him—we realize that we muft 


have him for our Saviour, or we 
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are undone—undone indeed. Our 
fins’ crowd into view—our folly 
and prefumption, and we fee that 
an intereft in Chrift mu/? be fecu- 
red, and that till then, we rifk 
dangers abfolutely infinite. —Men 
of common prudence mutt, at an 
houfe of mourning, have thefe, or 
fimilar refleGtions, if they allow 
themfelves to think. Thefe are 
welcome to the real Chriftian— 
the truly wife man, and therefore 
his heart is in the houfe of mourn- 
ing. But thefe are not his only 
thoughts. 

“In the houfe of mourning, the 
wife man is in an advantageous fi- 
tuation to meditate on the triumph 
of Chrift, at the confummation of 
all things, over all his enemies,— 
on his joy at feeing the abundant 
fruits‘of the travail of his foul, 
now prepared to enter into his 
prefence, and dwell with him for- 
ever. He contemplates the glory 
ef the church, now redeemed 
from all fin, rifing from the grave, 
viGtorious over all its enemies, 
meeting its divine Redeemer, by 
whom it was ranfomed from fin 
and hell, entering into the joys of 
its Lord, filled with adoration 
and hymas of everlatting praife, 
and attended by all the angels to 
the manfions which Chrift has now 
gone to prepare for his friends. 
Wrapt in thefe contemplations, 
the glory of God appears, our 
fouls are overborne witha fenfe of 
his love, and of the compaffion of 
Chrift to fuch finful, unworthy 

‘creatures as ourfelves. The ha- 
bits of grace are ftrengthened by 
thefe meditations, fo natural to the 
houfe of mourning. The ftrength 
of corruptions is weakened, and 
temptations are driven away, If 
we are the wile, we rejoice in 
God, we enter with alacrity on 
duty, we are prepared to make 
any facrifices—to take up the 
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crofs, and follow the Lamb whi- 
therfoever he goeth, and are in- 
fpired with precious foretaftes of 
the world to come ; . We learn to 
truft in God. The pious mourn- 
er obtains fweet refignation, com- 
fort, and even the fpirit of praife, 
and pants for the bleflings of the 
invifible world ; and in the mean 
time, leans on God, whofe full- 
nefs and excellency are fo impref- 
fively brought into view. O how 
full, how furprifing, how precious 
the confolation ! Death is con- 
templated as the gate of heaven, 
and attending a funeral becomes a 
means of fpiritual refrefhment. 

How naturally do thefe reflec- 
tions enkindle in the hearts of the 
truly wife, a more earneft benevo- 
lence for men, anda difpofition to 
labor and pray, that they may be 
all brought into the kingdom of 
Chrift ? 

But perhaps I have followed 
this train of meditations fufficient- 
ly. Iam fure I have followed it, 
till every reader, who delights in 
fpiritual things, is ready to fay, 
“ It-is better to go to the houfe of 
mourning, than to the houfe of 
feafting.”” The entertainments 
are incomparably more ufeful and 
fatisfying. And is there one, 
who is not convinced that it will 
be his own fault, if the next houfe 
of mourning he enters, is not pro- 
fitable to him, beyond the ordina- 
ry occurrences of life ? 

But we mutt leave thefe com- 
forting reflections, and attend to 
one, which is truly melancholy— 
to the charaGer of thofe, whofe’ 
hearts are in the houfe of mirth. 
God calls them fools ; and a few 
obfervations will fuffice to fhow 
that he has given them their true 
chara@ter. © Feafting and’ mirth 
are the well known expédients of 
men, who cannot endure reflec- 
tions, and the profpetts of futuri- 
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ty, to banifh thought, and rid 
themfelves of thefe profitable, but 
to them uncomfortable medita- 
tations. It would not be wife, 
though it fhould fucceed to huth 
eonfcience entirely, and keep 
themfelves delirious with mirth, 
till they fhould awake in hell ; 
or even, if their foolifh merriment 
could laft forever ; for it would 
exclude them from the rational 
and fatisfying enjoyments of the 
pious foul, However, _ their 
mirth while here, will not fave 
them from occational returns of 
reflection, and painful forebodings 
of the miferies which are coming 
upon them. ‘They will not ftay 
the hand of juftice. Bufinefs, 
diverfion and every expedient will 
fail. Death, attended with infi- 
nite horrors to fuch, is on its 
way—they mutt appear at the re- 
furreCtion and ftand before God, 
and reeeive their doom. Theiw 
mirth banifhes ufeful reflections, 
furrounds them with temptations, 
hardens them againft inftruction, 
makes occafional refleGtions full of 
horror, leads them to hate the 
fan&tuary, the bedfides of the fick 
-and dying, andthe folemn admo- 
nitions of a funeral. They be- 
come hardened, and their cafe in 
a meafure defperate, becaufe they 
cannot bear to think as they 
ought, and they conclude that 
they muft run the rifk of dying 
as they are. Hence they liften 
to, and frequently imbibe the 
poifon of lax and infidel opinions, 
by trying as much as poffible to 
difbelieve the painful truths. But 
alas, it will not be long, before 
the intoxication of vanity will be 
over, and they will be conftrained 
to think, and, dreadful indeed ! 
to think forever... ** Woe unto you 
that laugh now, for ye fhall mourn 
and weep. 
to the houfe of mourning, than 


It is better to go. 


Thoughts on 1 Thef. iv. 16. 
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to the houfe of feaiting, for that. 
is the end of all men, and the liv- 
ing will lay it to heart.’ sotsley 

* p BPROLO Se oie 


For THE Connecticut EvAn- 
GELICAL MaGazinz.., 
Thoughts on 1 Theffalonians, iv. 
16. laft claufe > ** And the dead in 
Chrift foall rife fir? 
HE apoitle having heard of 
the death of fome pious 
members of the church in, Thef- 
falonica, he fends unto his Chriftian 
friends, who were mourners, a 
meflage of condolence, a cordial 
for their bleeding hearts, to mode- 
rate their grief, and to wipe off 
their flowing tears—and informs. 
them,. that their dear friends (tho? 
dead,) were not loft, but. fhould, 
with all the pious dead, be looked 
up, and be raifed at the general: 
refurrection morning. For as 
Chrift died and rofe again, them 
alfo who fleep in Jefus will God 
bring with him to grace the tri- 
umphs of his appearance ; for this, 
we fay unto you by the word of 
the Lord, by immediate and ex- 
prefs revelation from Chrift, that 
we who are alive and remain, that 
thofe Chriftians found alive on the 
earth when Chrift cometh to judg- 
ment, fhall not prevent them, the 


pious dead who fleep in their 


graves, Prevent, in the original, 
fhall not go before them, to meet 
the Lord, and be glorified. Then 
the apoftle with an infpired pen 
draws a folemn picture of Chrift’s 
appearance. He fhall. defcend 
from heaven, arrayed in the robes 
of a judge, and majefty, of God. 
Then thefe words ; and the dead 
in Chrift fhall rife fir. By the, 
dead in Chrift is meant the pious 


dead, thofe’.who, fleep in Jefus.. 


Thofe dead shall rife firft. Unto 
what doth this refer ? Not to the 
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refurreGtion of the wicked; for 
there is no mention made in this 
place of their rifing, only of the 
pious dead ; then the word firft 
muit mean, that the faints fhall 
arife from their graves, at the 
Jial coming of Chrift, Jif in or- 
der, before the faints, who thal! be 
found alive, be changed. Then 
fays the apoftle, we that are alive, 
and remain, being changed, fhall 
be caught up together with them, 
the faints raifed, and all join in 
one happy company to meet the 
Lord in the air, fo fhall we be 
ever with the Lord ; fharers in 
glories, and happinefs everlafting. 
Compare 1 Corinthians, xv. 51. 
52. Theapoftle having proved the 
refurreCtion of Chrift, and thewed 
the neceflary connetion between 
the refurrection of Chrift, and all 
his fpiritual feed, fays, behold I 
fhew you a myftery, a fecret, a 
doGrine hitherto unknown; we 
fhall not fleep, all true Chriftians 
fhall not be turned into the grave, 
but we fhall all be changed ; both 
the faints who fhall be found a- 
live, at Chrift’s coming, and all 
that arife from the dead, be change- 
ed into the image of Chrift, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the lait trump, (for the 
trumpet fhall found) and the dead 
fhall be raifed incorruptible, and 
we, that is thofe true Chriftians 
who are found alive fhall be chang- 
ed, and fafhioned like the glorious 
body of Chrift, put on incorrup- 
tion, and be prepared for the fer- 
vices and enjoyments of the celef- 
tial world.’ This confirms the 
preceding expofition, that the 
dead in” Chrift fhall rife in order 
firit, or before the change pafs 
upon the living faints. 
» If the expotition of the text in 
queftion be jut, then the inference 


from this text that the righteous 
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fhall rife before the wicked, is 
without foundation. 

Chriftian mourners over their 
pious deceafed friends, may repair 
to thefe words of the Lord, and 
find ftrong confolation for their 
bleeding hearts, comforts admin- 
iftered to them by the holy ghoft 
the comforter ! 

With what anticipated joys 
may every true believer look for- 
ward to the great refurreCtion. 


‘morning ; when all that fleep in 


Jefus, thal {pring from their beds 
of duft, and all the living faints 
be changed, clad with robes of 
glory—when all redeemed finners 
fhall meet in all the endearments 
of Chriitian friendthip and affec- 
tion, and in happy company 
afcend to meet the Lord, to fee 
him whom their fouls love, who 
redeemed them with his own 
blood, and to meet the approbat- 
ing fmiles of their judge, and 
Chrift at their head, with rapture 
wiag their way to manfions in 
their heavenly Father’s houfe ; 
and be forever with the Lord ; 
and all the ranfomed of the Lord 
fit down on the banks of unceaf~ 
ing, flowiag flreams of heavenly. 
bhifs, and rehearfe unto liftening 
angels the everlafting {tory of re- 
deeming love !—Amen, 


ALLELUIA. 


Religious Intelligence. 


Extra of a Letter from the Revs 
Seth Willifton, one of the: Cons 
necticut Mifionaries, dated W 11's 

-LINGSBOROUGH,, Penn. Jan 
24th, 1803, to one. of the: Edis 
tors. 

“Rev. and dear Sir, 


« T HAVE almoft finithed a 


miffion of eleven weeks, in. the 
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counties of Luzerne and Wayne. 
The greater part of the time I 
have been permitted only to fow 
the feed, and leave it without 
knowing whether it would come 
up? But’the laft part of my mif- 
fion has been more evidently own- 
ed and bleffed of Gop ; ‘and to 
his name be the glory. I came 
toa fettlement called’ the Nine 
Partners, in Nicholfon’s' Town- 
fhip, five weeks ago’ to ‘day, in- 
tending to preach’a lecture or two, 
and then pafs‘on. But God de- 
termined otherwife. © I came here 
sat fupper-time.” ©The firft text 
which I preached upon, wast Pet. 
i. 12, concerning the gofpel’s be- 
ing preached with the Holy Ghott, 
fent down from heaven. “This 
feafon feemed to be an illuftration 
ef the text. This was Monday 
evening : they urged me to ftay 
thro’ the week. I agreed to flay 
and preach again the.next. day. 
IT now agreed to ftay over the 
Sabbath. The Sabbath was a 
remarkably folemn day. I be- 
lieve God was in the midft of the 
affembly, of a truth. The fer- 
mon in the afternoon was con- 
cerning the folly and wickednefs 
of men’s not improving the little 
fpace of life to repent of their 
fins, make their peace with God 
and prepare forheaven. Sabbath 
evening we had about as full a 
meeting as in the day time, tho’ 
there was no moon to make it 
light. The next day I bade them 
farewel, and rode this week down 
the Wyalufing Creek. I fpent 
a little more than two weeks up 
and down the Creek. The peo- 
ple-at the. Nine Partners lay fo 
much on my mind, that I con- 
cluded to return and fee them a- 
gain.»? I returned to them a week 
ago laft Friday. I found that 
the work of God had fpread du- 
ring my abfence. From that time 
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| till to day I have been with them: 


They have not feemed to think it 
a burthen to attend fermons day 
after'day, and conferences in the 
evening. Yefterday, there were 
170 people at meeting, which is 
a great number for fuch a fettle- 
ment. ‘Several have obtained a 
hope of their intereft in Chrift. 
Among thefe there is one man 


‘who was firft a univerfalit, and 


then a deift and an open feoffer 
at religion. God faw fit to make 
ufe of his own wickednefs to awa- 
ken him. © The Sabbath before’ 
I camé there, brother Woodward 
adminiftered the Lord’s fupper to 
the little church, which confifts 
of eight members, and this man 
made game of it, and endeavored 
to turn into ridicule this holy or-— 
dinance. But the grace of our 
Lord has been exceeding abun. 
dant towards him. It appears, 
that for this caufe he has obtain- 


ed mercy, that in him firft Jefus- 


Chrift might fhow forth all long- 
fuffering for a-pattern to others. 
The great alteration which’ has 
taken place in this man, has ap- 
peared to be a great mean in the 


| hand of the Spirit to awaken the 


attention of other ftupid dinners. 
He now declares, that the con- 
temptuouslanguage which he ufed 
with refpect to the facrament was 
made ufe of to awaken his fears. 
Thus was Goliah flain by his own - 
{fword. . There is another man, 
who has been an open deift, whofe 
mouth is flopped. He believes 
that Jefus is the Son of God, and 
hopes he loves him. " There’ is a 
confiderable number in the fettle- 
ment, whofe attention is much” 
called up te things of the greateft 
importance, and fome are under 
deep concern and’ conviction.” 
They appear fully convinced they” 
have never done any thing but fin 


againft God all their days. “Some” 
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of them alfo fee clearly that all 
they are now engaged about is to 
fecure their own happinefs. The 
dogirines of grace are believed, 
and apparently loved by thofe 
who have obtained a hope—the 
are believed and hated. by thofe 
under legal conviGtion. »The old 
profeflors appear to have been, in 
fome meafure, waiting for this con- 
folation to Ifrael.. They rejoice 
in what they fee—they are afton- 
ifhed at the goodnefs of God. It 
exceeds their hopes. The work 
has been very rapid, and is yet in- 
creafing ; and at the fame time 
very {till and orderly. There is 
an unbounded defire to hear— 
«The word of the Lord is pre- 
cious in thefe days.’”?. They thank 
God for his marvellous grace ; 
and they exprefs their thankful- 
nefs to the miffionary focieties, 
and all who have. been inftrumen- 
tal in fending laborers into their 
harvett. 

“< We afk your prayers and the 
prayers of our chriftian brethren 
in Conneticut, that thefe hope- 
ful beginnings may iffue in a glo- 
rious harveft in thefe deftitute 
fettlements. Pray for your un- 
worthy and obliged friend and 
brother, 
Seta WILLisTon. 


ss P.S. Since the date of this 
letter, I have feen a man from the 
Nine Partners fettlement, who 
mentions to me feveral new in- 
{tances of awakening. He alfo 
tells me of feveral families. where | 
the morning and evening facrifice 
has, within a few days, been in- 
troduced. 


THE. Editors are very happy 
to inform their readers, that from 
accurate. intelligence) recently..re- | 
ceived, there are hopeful. appear- 
ances of a revival of religion in 
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feveral parifhes in Middlefex coun. 
ty in this State. . They hope foon 
to be furnifhed with further ins 
formation refpeéting this work of 
God and.to be able to affure the 
public that God is’ in very deed 

| carrying on.a glorious work. in 
that part of the country. 


THE Editors take the liberty: 
to remind the good people of 
Conneticut that the firft Sabbath 
of May next, their charitable con 
tributions will be again folicited 
for the fupport of miffions, The 
intelligence publifhed from time 
to time in this Magazine, refpect- 
ing the benefit which has accrued 
from former contributions, it is 
prefumed will induce the pious 
and benevolent to continue their 
liberal donations for the promotion 
of fo important an object. 


rr errr rerereesy 
POETRY. | 


COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL. 


Ll, Recovery from Sickne/s. 


Ti ORD, thou haft rais’d my faint- 
ing head, 
And lengthen’d out my days; 
And while thou giv’ft me breath to fing, 
My lips fhall found thy praife. 


2. As parents with a melting heart, 
A wayward child reprove, 


' So thou in mercy doft chaftife 


The children of thy love. 


3. And when in kind difpleafure, Lord, 
Thou doft their wand’rings chide, 
Thy pity foon returns, and lays 
The lifted rod afide. 


‘4. In deep diftrefs I cried to thee, 
Thou heard’{t my mournful prayer, 

And Jo! thy healing hand appear’d 
To bring deliv’rance near. 


5. At thy command, the fever fed 
With all its burning pain; 
Joyful I left my reftlefs bed, 
~ And rofe to health again. 


400 Potiry. PArRit, 


6. So when the prifon’d captive fees. | 7. How. countlefs have thy mercies been, 


S kind deliv’rer come, How large thy grace to me! : 
He feels new ftrength, and wing’d with | Oh, let this life which thou haft fav’d. 
[joy> Be all refign’d to thee. 


Flies to his long-loft home. | 8. Prepare me, Lord, with thee to dwell 


In heav’n’s delightful plains, 
Where fin and pain are known no more, 
_ Where boundlefs pleafure reigns. 
Red Vichy ob AP eRieeticD SEAS 


ll. Prayer for a bleffing on Sicknefs. 


i oe bigs. not blind chancé that laid: 
me low, 
Nor chance my health reftor’d ; 
In each, my God, I fee thy hand, 
And be thy name ador’d. 


- TN. Abjfence from pious friends. 


I. Y God, thy prefence and thy 
: “grace 
Can drive my cares away ; 
Thy love can cheer my faddeft hour, 
With thy rebuke thy blefling grant, And turn my night to day. 


And teach my foul thy fear. a "Though in a dreary wafte I walk, - 


4. Father, if I indeed may call 
3--My health with all its cluft’ring | My foul fhall fear no ill ; 


Thee by amame fo dear, 


fweets If on my head thy candle thine, 
Teach me aright to prize ; The wildernefs fhall fmile. 

‘And ’midft thy beunties let my heart ; - , 4 
In conftant thanks arife. 3 greets my pious friends re 
To me fo juftly dear, ; 

Thou, Lord, art prefent fill with them, 
And thou art prefent here. > 


4. Yet let not earth’s enjoyments lead 
My heediefs feet aftray ; 
But teach me as a ftranger here 


To walk the heav'nly way. 4. Ev'n abfent, we can fill enjoy, 


Around thy throne of grace, 
Communion fweet in humble prayer, 
And fongs of facred praife. , 


5. Oh, let my beft affections, bord, 
Be fet on things above: ; 
There fix this wav’ring, wand’ring heart, 
Nor let it thence remove. 
6. Subdue each finful, low defire : 
Within this foul of mine; Shall meet.around thy throne above, 
My: God, let ev'ry with I form And parting be no more. 5 
And evry thought be thine. : ““PHILANDER. 


5: Haften, O Lord, that joyful day 
Whenall who thee adore, 


‘Donations to the Miffionary Society of Conneéticut, from February 1 5th 

eat to March 15th, 1803. Signa Ey 

De. Co 

Rev. Jedidiah Bufhnell, contributed in new ‘fettlements, HL E6 64. 
Rev. George Colton, Bolton, : Heath} 2 - 30 
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NOTE. 


Since this Magazine went to prefs, fome very interefing communica- 
tions have come to hand from the London Miffionary Society to the Truftees 
of the Miffionary Society of Connecticut, extratis from which will be pub- 
lifked in the next Magazine. From thefe communications it-appears that 
the miffionary caufe is profpered, and there is great reajon to hope thatthe 


London Society will be made the infiruments of promoting pure’ Ghriftianit 
in France and the northern parts of Italy. of p iS Pp j Yt iy 
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| Communications from the Lon- 
pon Misstonarr Socitztr, to 
the Missionarr Society oF 
Connecticut. : 


No. 1. : 


Letter from Foserx Harpcastre, 


Treafurer of the Lowpon Mis- | 


stonary Socretr, to the Hon. 
_ Foun Treapwett, Chairman of 
the Truflees of the Mrsstonarr 


Society or Connecticut. 
London, 20th Nov. 1802. 


Dear Sir, * 
HAD the honor to receive 
your letter accompanying the 
five firft numbers of the Connec- 
ticut. Evangelical Magazine.—It 
afforded me great fatistaétion to 
be informed of the formation of 
your Miffionary Society, and of 
the meafures which you are adopt- 
ing to communicate to the Hea- 
then the knowledge of their Crea- 
tor and Redeemer. This merito- 
rious zealto enlarge the boundaries 
of our Sayiour’s kingdom on earth 
is happily extending on every fide, 
and is an honorable mark by which 
the prefent generation of Chrif- 
tians is charaCterized and diftin- 
euifhed. We hope it is the effect 
Wor.) Lil. No.” of. sa 
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of a divine impreffion on the mind, 
and then it will moft probably be 
lafting——increafing—and_eflica- 
cious. ‘ 

Our official letter to your So- 


| ciety, and the papers which ag¢- 


company it, which you will no 
doubt fee, render it unneceflary 
for me to enlarge on thofe fub- 
jects. We have reafon for thank- 
fulnefs that Divine Providence has 
rendered our inftitution the occa- 
fion of fo much advantage to the 
general interefts of religion m the 
world as to encourage our cheer- 
ful perfeverance, and our firm 
confidence in his continued pro- 
teGtion and blefling. The fur- 
ther we proceed, the more en- 
larged appears to be the {phere in 
which our operations are invited, 
and we indulge the hope that the 
animated and increaling exertions 
of Chriftians, in different parts of 
the world, will, in the courfe of 4 
few years, be inftrumental in pro- 
ducing a confiderable extenfion of 
our Redeemer’s kingdom.—You 
will perceive by the accompanying 
report, that a wide door is open-~ 
ed im France for the introduation 
of the pure principles of Chrif- 
tianity, and there is now ftrong 
ee 
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“we 
ground. to} believe not only that } 


the feriptures will be extenfively 
circulated there by means of our 
Society, but alfo that we fhall 
without delay proceed to build a 
place for divine worthip in Paris— 
a circumftance which a few years 
ago muft have appeared in the 
higheft degree incredible. 

The ‘difpenfations of Provi- 
dence, as they affect the moral 
condition of the haman race, are 
very remarkable ; and difaftrous 
as they have undoubtedly been to 
every clafs in fociety connected 
with antichrift, their refult ap- 
pears aufpicious to the interefts of 
the true and unadulterated reli- 
gion of our Saviour. And while 
the men of the world are looking 
to future events with a confidera- 
ble degree of anxious forebodings, 
the difciples of Chrift are full of 
hope that by means of the great 
political occurrences which fo ma- 
terially vary the itate of civil fo- 
ciety, the peaceful kingdom of 
the Redeemer will rapidly ad- 
vance. a 

It will afford me pleafure to re- 
ceive your communications on this 
interelting fubje&t, and to have 
our languid zeal quickened by 
your accounts of the more ani- 
mated exertions of our Chrittian 
Brethren in America. 


I am very refpectfully, 
Dear Sir, 
Your faithful fervant, 


Jostrn# HarpcastTeLe. 


The Hon. John 
Treadwell. 


No. 2, 


Letter from ihe Duretlors of ihe 
London Miffionary Sectety, to 
_ the Miffonary of Conneticut. * 


London Mifionary Society. 


| Dear BRETHREN IN OUR 


f May, 


London, 10th Nov. 1802. 


Lorp Jesus Curis, 


| ET HIS Letter will accompany 


our laft annual addrefs and 

the Report. of our Brethren lately 
deputed to vifit France, for. the 
purpofes therein ftated: From 
both which you will we doubt 
not receive pleafure. } 
We cannot communicate thefe 
papers to you without taking the 
opportunity of teftifying afrefh 


our chriftian affe€tion and our cor- 


dial union with you, in the work 
in which you are engaged. To 
have any reafon to hope that the 
Lord is employing us as inftru- 
meuts, however unworthy, of pro- 
moting his caufe and intereft, in 
the world, and of furthering his 
bleffed defigns and eternal pur- 
pofés,—how comforting and ani- 
mating is it! To have any ground 
to believe that through his divine 
benediGtion, we are not wholly 
laboring in vain,—how ought it 
to excite our higheft praifes, and - 
to ftimulate us. to undaunted ef- 
forts and unwearied diligence 1 
Be this encouragement and this 
confolation yours, Dear Brethren, 
and ours, and the portion of all 
thofe who love ‘the name of the 
Saviour, and who pray and ftrive 


| that it may “be known from the 


rifing to the fetting of the fun. 
The former of the énclofed pa- 
pers will inform you of what are 
our general purpofes, and plans : 
the latter will offer to your view 
a field of operation fo unexpected, 
fo ample and fo promifing, -as will 
leave you in doubt which moft to 
admire, the goodnefs of God in 


‘opening it unto us, or the magni- 


tude of the work ef which it may 
be ‘the commericement. But to 
indulge ourfelves in’ reflections of 
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this»nature might have the ap- 
pearance perhaps, of too highly 

railed’ expectations, whilft if juit 
it could only anticipate what your 
aftetion for the canfe will fuggelt. 
We fhall therefore only add, join 
us, Dear Brethren, in thank{giving 
to. the Moft High, for what he 
has thus done; and pray for us, 
that wifdom, zeal and energy may 
be imparted to us, that we may 
not neglect, or mifimprove the 
important talent thus apparently 
put into our hands. ; 

_ Nor are we without encour age- 
ment from our. cther ftations. 
The Lord is enabling our breth- 
ren to,remain faithful, to abide 
the difficulties and temptations to 
which they, are expofed, and if 
net in every inftance giving them 

‘ ammediate. feals to their labors, 
affording them fuch profpecis as 
‘are fafficient to caufe them to be- 
lieve that, ur ‘due time they fhall 
reap if they faint not. We thould 
be. happy to enter into detail, did 
the. limits of a letter permit, its 
and we abitain from it with ar 
relu@tance from the conviction 
that they are not unknown to 
you, through the medium of the 
Evangelical , Magazine. It is 
moreover our defign to: furnith 
the chriftian world with a more 
minute relation of our operations, 
by. the ‘publication of a Journal 
which will contain the chief inci- 
dents at our feveral miflionary fta- 
tions, and which we truft, from 
the, diligence and. zeal of. our 
Brethren to whom the work is 
committed, will not long be with- 
held from the public expectation. 

It is;to us a fubject of regret 

that we do not hear more fre- 
quently | from fome of our Breth- 
ren who.are united as Societies for 
the extenfion of the Gofpel. They 
may perhaps fay that they have 
the fame reafon to complain of 
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our tardinefs. If we cannot alto- 
gether exculpate ourfelvés in this 
particular we. will” intreat our 
brethren not to be fo rigorous in 
the exaction of letter for letter ; 
affuring them that they are not 
left out of our remembrance, altho? 
the variety and extent of our en- 
gagements do not leave us much 
opportunity of teftifying it. “Did 
they know how much pleafur e and 
frefhneis of zeal fuch communi- 
cations Spread « over our meetings 
of bufinefs, they would ‘not think 
their labor either ufelefs or loft. 
Let us exprefs our hope that our 
Dear Brethren at ConneCicut will 
frequently adminifter to us this 
confolation. 

That the great head of the 
church may giadden and fanétion 
your meetings with his prefence, 
give wifdom and zeal to your 
plans, energy and fuccefs to your 
endéavors, and afford you the fat- 


| isfaction of witnefling Zion’s prof. 


perity in your churches and coun- 
try is our unfeigned defire and 
prayer. We falute you unitedly 
and individually, with chrifian 
love ; and ‘with fincerity affure 
you that we are, Dear Brethren, 
in our Lord Jefus Chrift, your 
affectionate fellow laborers. 
In the name of the Directors, 


Josepn HarpcasrTis, 
Treasurer. 
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An Addrefs from the Miffionary 
Society in London, to their Breth- 
“ren throughout the world. 


HE tender intereft which 

our foreign brethren thro’- 
out Europe, America, and at the 
Cape af Good Hope, have ex- 
prefled, for the profperity of our 
Society, in, their humble efforts 
to fpread the knowledge of. the 


404 
blood-bought falyation of our in- 
carnate God, revives our hearts, 
and calls forth anew our commu- 
nications. The contents of this 
addrefs, will, we are fure, excite 
their grateful acknowledgements 
to Him, who hath the refidue of 
the Spirit, as the review of his 
gracious dealings with us, awak- 
ens our own. Supported by his 
all-fufficient ftrength, and encour- 
aged by his great and precious 
promifes, we continue to go for- 
ward, animated by the hope, that 
we fhall ftill fee greater things 
than thefe. 

~'The day of peace hath once 
more dawned upon'us. The mif- 
‘eries we deplored in our own, and 
the neighboring nations, are alle- 
viated ; and the wounds will, we 
truft, be healed, which the ravages 
of war had opened fo widely. 
Oh, for more of the Spirit of Jefus 
in all lands! that mutual love 
and tender compaflion might unite 
us as men of one blood, and the 
Holy Ghoft fhed abroad in onr 
hearts, join us as Chriftians in one 
{pirit to the living head of his 
church, Jefus Chrift. When the 
temple of Janus was fhut under 
Auguftus, the Prince of Peace 
made his fir gracious appearance 
in this lower world; and {hall 
we not hope and pray that when 
a like happy univerfal peace has 
united Chriftendom in one great 
community, and opened a friendly 
intercourfe between the nations of 
the earth and the ifles of the fea, 
that the glory of the Lord hall 
be revealed, in correfpondence 
with his promifes and prophecies ; 
his word run, and be glorified to 

the ends of the earth; the Hea- 
then be given to him for his inher- 
itance ; and all fiefh fee the falva- 
tion of our God? 
Brethren, with deep thankful- 
néfs and humble admiration, we 
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truft, we have lately beheld fome 
beams of the fun of righteoufnefs, 
which promife the fpeedy ap-. 
proach of his kingdom in power, 
and in the Holy Ghoft. His 
dif feems juft in the horizon, 
and ready to fill the earth with 
the brightnefs of his rifing. Could 
you have been prefent at our late 
annual aflembly, which was favor- 
ed with fingular unétion, you 
would have joined in exultation 
with us, as in one of the days of | 
the Son of Man. The minifters 
of ‘the fanétuary by hundreds 
ftood forth as on the Lord’s fide, 
and forgot all other diftinétion, 
but the banner of the crofs, whilft 
thoufands, more than our vaft. 
churches could contain, confefled 
their union, and added their amen 
to our giving of thanks. All 
our folernnities were eagerly at- 
tended, andthe laft affeCting {eene, | 
in one of our largeft places of 
worfhip, left a deep impreffion on 
every heart. The minifters and 
{tewards of his mytfteries waited 
at the table of their Lord, filled 
with the rich provifion of the em- 
blems of his facrifice ; five or fix 
thoufand people were crowded a- 
round them, {peCtators, or partak- 
ers with them of the folemn ordi- 
nance ;—among the number, a 
German, of the race of Abraham, 


‘called to preach the faith he once 


blafphemed, came forward’ with 
the cup of bleffing in‘his hands, 


and in broken accents, but in a 


language that made every heart 


to thrill, and the fweetelt tears to 
flow, avouched his beautiful, bute 
fimple confeffion of the’ ‘crucified 
Lord. ; beak) asa 
Whillt we hear and deprecate 
the vaunts of infidelity m alljands, 
the impious fetes of reafon, falfe~ 
ly fo ‘called, and the reviving 
ftruggles of fuperttition, no traly 


chrifhian “eye ‘could “have” beheld 
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this affociated hoft, avowing them- 
felves confeflors of the crofs, and 
determined to know nothing but 
Jefus Chrift, and him crucified, 


without brightening with. the | 


hope, that, amidit the blafphemy 
and impiety which lift up. their 


banners for tokens, the kingdoms | 


of the world fhall, ere long, be- 
come the kingdoms of the Lord, 


and of his Chrift ; for the mouth | 


of the Lord hath fpoken it. 
Thus clofed our eighth annual af- 
fembly. The ftandard-bearers are 
difperfed, and-returned to. their 
various congregations, with frefh 
vigor to fulfil the vows of the 
Lord which are upon them, and 
to {pend and be fpent in the fer- 
vice of immortal fouls, bought by 
the blood of .the Lamb. | Their 
report to.usis greatly encouraging 
throughout the Jand—the num- 
ber which are continually rifing 
up to teftify the gofpel, of the 


grace of God, is furprifing, when | 


compared with the days within 
our remembrance. New and nu- 
merous congregations have within 
a few. years been formed in hun- 
dreds of places, and thofe. eftab- 
lifhed. filled with increaling and 
attentive -auditories. Whillt we 
thus labor and ftrive together in 
our prayers, that we may continue 
increafing with the increafe of 


God, and every dark corner of 


our land be bleft with the light | 


and life of gofpel grace, furely all 
the angels in heaven rejoice at the 
fight, wand every good man upon 
earth. cannot but pray-——“ Thy 
kingdom come ! Lord haften it 
in our day !?’ 


Our miffionary efforts abroad 


afford us great matter for thank- 
fulnefs,. ‘They are indeed at pre- 
fent but asfparks 5 yet how great 
a matter cana little fire. kindle ? 
Phe. fhort. fketch of particulars 
which we have been ufed to com- 


London Miffionary Saiety. 


405 


municate to you, you will ftill 
continue to read with pleafure, 
hope and trembling. Poor worms 
as we are, our {tren ngth weaknefs, _ 
and our means very inadequate 
and infufficient ; yet if the Lord 
will work, none can let it:.-the 
jaw-bone or. the ram’s-horn will 
turn to flight the armies of the. 
aliens, and caft down the ftrongeft 
holds of error, ignorance, impuri- 
ty, impiety and infidelity. Come 
then, Brethren, with us to the 
help of the Lord againit , the 
mighty ! 

Our two great {lations for mif- 
fionary labor continue to afford: us 
increafing hope of itabihty and 
ufefulnefs. 

From our Brethren at Oras 
HEITE, we have lately received 
the pleafing account of their per- 
fe& health and fafety, and the 
high refpeét in which they are 
held by the chiefs and natives. 
The difficulties they have met in 
the acquifition of the language, 
we hope, are nearly furmounted ; 
and the fears they have at times 
been exercifed with from the ap- 
prehenfion of the turbulence of 
fome Chiefs, difcontented with 
our friend Pormarree’s dominion, 
are effeCiually removed by the ar- 
rival of a veffel, fent from Gover- 
uor King at Port Jackfon, and 
fhortly after by the more impor, 
tant reinforcement from the Royal 
Admiral. . Captain Wilfon’s ad- 
vices are juft received from Can- 
ton, informing us that he. had 
landed. in health and fafety e// the 
Miffionaries entrufted to his care, 
who were received with cordial 
welcome by their Brethren and 

the Chiefs, and that their journals 
and difpatches he hopes to deliver 
himfelf foon a this letter has 
reached us.. He is daily expect- 
ed with the ‘Eaf-India fleet ; and 
we earneitly leok fcr the vaft bedy 
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of intelligence, which we. truft 
will gladden our hearts, aud be 
cormpannicated with joy to yours. 

To the Miffionaries before on the 
Wand, the Royal Admiral .hath 
how added eight others from Eng- 
land, and. two. have joined them 
from Port. Jackfon.. -As all our 
adyices aflure us that the way was 
never fo prepared for miflionary 
labor there, as at prefent, we truft 
the confidgnce they exprefs will 
not be difappointed,——“ that the 
firft year of the commencing cen- 
tury will be marked with te con- 
verfion of finners in that heathen 
Jand,” The King of Huaheine, 
a neighboring and populous ifland, 

has vifited them, importuned hem 
to fend fome of the Brethren with 
him, afluring them he will himfelf 


attend to their inftructions, and | 


ufe his influence andy authority 
with his fubjects to engage their 
attendance on, and. attention to, 
the Miffionaries. Our Brethren 
being, then too few. to feparate, 


they promifed him it fhould be 4 


done as foonas more Brethren ar- 

ived to ftrengthen their hands. 
This happy event hath taken 
plate, and we hope to hear that 
the light, diffufing thence as from 
a fecus, will overfpread thefe af- 
fociated iflands :—then the hope 
delayed, and the difappointments 
which afflicted us fo greatly, will 
only tend more abundantly to 
mark the finger of God in the 
tuller accomplifhment of his own 
purpofes of grace towards, the 
Ifles of the Sea, 

The Carr of Goop Hore 
furrifhes.a vaiter Held, more eafily 
acceffible, and hitherto. cultivated 
with the moft promifing hopes of 
fuccefs, All our foreign Breth- 


ren who have been fone tous, | 


have been difperfed through this 
extenfive region. Our emimently 
able and zealous Dr. V capderkemp. 
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| after an abode, of great danger a- 


mong the Caffrees, and ftill greater 
on. he rettrn to Graff-Reinet, 
from fome turbulent colonifts, un- 
willing that the Hottentots fhould 
receive jnftruction, and bear the 
Chriftian name, puts his life i in his 
hand, and counts it not dear to 
himfelf,. that he. may, finifh. his 
courle withqoy. Several of them, 
we have reafon to believe, have 
been converted, fome.of whom 
are baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jefus. He is gone with 
thefe, at the particular recom- 
mendation of the Governor, and 
at the requeft of about two hun- 


| dred of the fame nation, to form 


a little fettlement near Algoa-bayy 
where they may be removed at a 
diftance from the ill ufage with 
which they have been threatened. 

Dr. Vanderkemp’s life and labors 
form aa honorable difplay of mif- 
fionary zeal.. In fome other parts 
of the confines, or beyond the 
bounds of the colony, different 
{mall parties of our Brethren have 
penetrated, at the earneft requeft 
of the natives themfelves,. that 
they would come over and help 
them; and. the Brethren from 
Holland and, Germany, with fome 
natives of the Cape, and Englifh- 
men from our Society, labor to 
{pread the light of faith in thefe 
regions of darknefs, We have 
jult heard that, befides many feals 
to their miniftry in. the. places 
where they have refided by the 
way, their profpects are highly 
promifing, their reception affec- 
tionate, and the attention of the 
Heathen to their inftruétions gives 
hope of happy fuccefs. . Seven 


others are on their way, or on the 


point of departure from Holland, 


to aid the miffion already. ellab- 

lifhed, or to form new, ones... 
At the Cape, and its vicinity, 

the body of faithful men aflociated 
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with us for the miflionary work is 
greatly increafed, as is the num- 
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ber of laborers, and the auditory 


of flaves, fome thoufands of whom 
attehd the miniftry of the word, 
and many are faid to be truly con- 
verted to God our Saviour, by his 
fpirit working mightily. From 
‘thefe we hope to procure farther 
means of  diffufing the gofpel 
grace, by felecting the beft in- 
formed, and moft approved for fi- 
delity and exemplarinefs of con- 
duc, and at no great diftance of 
time to redeem them from captiv- 
ity, and fend them back to their 
own countrymen of Madagafcar 
and Mofambique with /ome of your 
Brethren and ours, to carry the 
glad tidings of falvation to their | 
feveral nations, and to behold the 
greateft good refulting from one 
of the greateft evils, avery, over- 
ruled by the providence and grace 
ef God for his own glory. 

In the vicinity of the Cape it 
gladdens us to report the exten- 
five fpread of the gofpel at Roo- 
dezand and its neighborhood, 
chiefly by the labors of the excel- 
lent Mt. Vofs and others ; wader 
him is one of our Brethren asa 
teacher and eatechilt, and others 
folicited from: Holland are ready 
to enter the miffionary vineyard. 
The change of government which 
the peace has made, will, we truft, 
make no change in the foftering 
hand which has been fetched 
out to encourage thefe philan- 
thropic labors. Englith or ‘Dutch, 
we havé one Lord, one faith, one - 
baptifm. The kinase of Chrift 
is not of this apa: meddles not 
with its rule or politics, but is of 
the moft effential fervice to the 
peace and profperity of every 
country, whoever are its govern- 
ors, or whatever the formof their 
adminiftration. ‘he worthy Gov- 
ernor Janfen will, we have confi- 
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dence, ‘tread in the fleps OF the 
excellent Governor Dundas in this 
tefpeét, and encourage every ef- 
fort that tends to ameliorate the 
manners of mankind, ‘to introduce 
principles of godlinels into ‘the 
hearts of men, and in every place- 
to make them thankful for. the 
proteGtion, and obedient to the 
authority of magiftrates ; engag- 
ing withia the Hounds of the colo- 
ny more confcientious obedience, 
and deyond them, among the Hea- 
then, infufing a fpirit of peace 
and civilization, that fhall foften 
down the favage manners into a 
happier fyftem of order and culti- 
vation.—Thefe being the objects 
of our inftitution; as we are con- 
{cious we deferve, fo we doubt 
not we fhall obtain, the approba- 
tion and countenance of the pow- 
ers that are. 

A. fuller derail of circumftances 
will be found in our - ‘difpatches 
communicated at’ large in the E- 
vangelical Macazine. We have 
refolved alfo to give per ‘iodically a 
particular and explicit view of our 
miffionary work, as materials shall 
arife. 

Ina variety of other places, in: 
dividuals of our body have gone 
forth to make an effay, at New- 
fourdland, Canada, in “thé Fatt, 
at Port Jackfon, and Norfolk in 
and, from whom we receive ac 
counts of fome blefliug on tile 
gofpel word in every place, and of 
the falt of grace caft into the in- 
falubrious Wateee for their healing. 
The day of {mall things is not to 
be defpifed. A fingle corn’ drop- 
ped into the ground, with the di- 
vine benediétion, may fill the world 
with fruit. 

You will fuppofe we met not 
without new plans and purpofes 
for the extenfion of the Redeem- 
s kingdom, i additicn to the 
fuse and enlargément of the 
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‘doors of entratice and utterance 
already afforded :—of thefe the 
-moft prominent and firft to be car- 
ried into execution was a Miffion 
to the ifland of CeyLon. 
Upwards of one hundred anc 
fifty thoufand who bear the Chrif- 
tian name, and profefs the pro- 
teftant faith, are faid to be fpread 
through Jaffnapatam chiefly, and 
fome other diftriis of that ifland, 
efpecially at Columbo, Punto 
Golle, and Trincomalé. We are 
very defirous to obtain for them 
a zealous miniftry, and to endea- 


vor to fpread more diffufively a-- 


mong the Ceylonefe Heathen the 
unfearchable riches of Chrift. As 
we have but one object, the glory 
wf God in the falvation of his re- 
deemed, we truft the means will 
be foon furnifhed for our firft ef- 
forts, and the favor of our govern- 
sent further the attempts we wifh 
tomake. Weare feeking men of 
a miffioxary fpirit, and efpecially 
fome who are mafters of the Dutch 
language, and hope to make a be- 
ginning in thecourfe of the prefent 
year. 

An opening, fuggefted by an 
“American friend, into a part of 
America yet unattempted to be 
vifited’ by any miffionary laborer, 
is under confideration, and will, if 
praQicable, engage or attention. 
We are longing to make manifelt 
the favour of the Redeemer’s grace 
in every place. May God the Ho- 
ly Ghoft give the preparation of 
the heart, and dire&t us to the 
mott effe€tual methods of proce- 
dure! Without him we can do 
nothing. 

"The diffufion of divine know- 
ledge, by means of the Religious 
Tract Society, proceeds on a very 
enlarged {cale. Hundreds of thou- 


fands are difperfed through all’ 


parts of the nation, and fent to A- 
‘merica andthe colonies; and ma- 


Lindon Miffionary ‘Society. 


rity, 


ny inftances'of the happy effets 
ptoduced by them, amply reward 
our efforts, and encourage our per~ 
feverance in extending this facile 
mode of religious inftru€tion: 

The rifing generation attracts 

eculiar attention. The number 
of fchools ere€ted, the immenfe 
numbers of children under tuition, 
and in very many of them the gra- 
tuitous zeal’ of their inftruétors, 
promife the moft beneficial con- 
fequences. The principles of true 
Chriftianity cannot but have the 
moft powerful tendency to’ pro- 
duce truth and godlinefs in the 
conduct. Vain muft be every at- 
tempt to ameliorate the manners 
of mankind, where the-only ener- 
getic fonrce of true morality, the 
love of God our Saviour, is not 
inculeated on the confcience. 
Bleffed be his name! we could 
already fill volumes with the hap- 
py experience of the hving and 
the dying teftimonies of the little 
ones departing with joy to the 
Lamb’s bofom. 

The affociations formed among 
the faithful Miffionaries in partic- 
ular diftri€ts, for fpreading the 
knowledge of Chrift, and fending 
forth certain chofen men ‘to preach 
ina variety of dire€tions,—and the 
numbers England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, who travel about un- 
der the fuperintendance of Socie- 
ties eftablifhed in the feveral king- 
doms for the more general diffu- 
fion of gofpel truth, have produc- 
ed the moft bleffed effets in thou- 
fands and ten thoufands ;° and 
under the happy toleration of this 
favored land, thefe labors of love, 
though they awaken the enmity 
of many, continue increafingly fuc- 
‘cefsful, and promife to fill the face 
of our Zion with fruit, which fhall, 
through Jefus Chrift, be to the 


| praife aud glory of God. 


Among the eftablithed cleres 
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of the Church of England; a fo- 


*eiety hag been alfo formed forthe 


exprefs purpofe of miffionary. la- 
Bors in Africa and.the Eat:..this 
is their fecond year of. public af- 
ferobling. 
refpectability, as well as the puri- 
ty of their doGrine, and. zeal vin 


their, feveral {pheres of . labor, 


promife gréat ufefulnefs. 
Your’communications have been 
highly grateful to us, which con- 
veyed information of the rifing 
flame-of love and zeal among you: 
if ours, as youfay, have provoked 


very many, Oh, that it may burn. 


brighter and fronger unto the 
perfe@- day! We with to obtain 
more bleffed intelligence of you 
and from you, and mutually to 
receive and give the word of ex- 
hortation.- There is need of great- 
‘er union of heart and hands in 
all lands among real Chriftians ; 
their enemies live, and. are mighty, 
and bear a tyrannous hate againft 
them; but the Lord of Hotts is 
with us—the God of Jacob is our 
refuge | *¢ Awake then, awake ; 
put on firength, O Arm of the 
Lord! Awake. as in the ancient 
"days, asin the generations of old! 
Art thou not it that hath cut Ra- 
hab, and wounded the Dragon? 
Art thou not it that hath dried 
up the fea, the waters of the great 
deep; that hath made the depths 
of the fea a way for the ranfomed 
to pafs-oyer? And is His hand 
at prefent fhortened. that he can- 
not fave? Or his ear heavy that 
he cannot hear?” Can he not with 
equal facility caft-down the Da- 
gon ‘of intolerant antichrift, and 
‘dry-up the fwelling floods of ua- 
godlihefs' that have'threatened ‘to 
“deluge the earth? In your place 
dnd ‘{tation, Braviven, quit. your- 
“félves ke men, be ftrong, Ta 
open profefion darmg to avow 
yourfelyes on the Lord’s fide, ‘and 
Vou. II. No. 11. 
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not afhamed of the gofpel of Chri 
exhibiting in your lives and la- 
bors.a condu&. which fhall con- 
found, if.it doth not convince, a 
world that. lieth in wickednefs. 
Continue ,with us .befieging the 
Throne of .Grace, humbly,. yet 
confidently expecting that we fhall 
be. made more than conquerors 
through him that hath loved us. 
His prefence and power, we hope, 
will be more. abundantly. difplayed 
in your congregations and our 
own, than ever yet we have feen! 
So, when our God {hall have ac- 
complifhed the number of his 
ele&t, and haftened his kingdom, 
if we never meet in the flefh, we 
fhall ftand before his prefence with 
exceeding joy, and be one folds 
under one Divine Shepherd ! 

Brethren, to that great day we 
with to dire your views, as our 
own, looking unto Jefus, waiting 
for and hafting to the moment of 
his appearing and glory, when 
caught up to meet him in the 
clouds, we fhall: be for ever with 
our Lord, and furround his throne 
with never-ending praifes. 


No. 4. 


Report to the London Miffionary 
Society, concerning the flate of 
Religion in France. 

HY members compofing 
the deputation formed by 
the DireCiors of the Milfionary 

Society, for the purpofe of vifit- 

ing France, inorder to the publi- 

corti of the New Teltament, 
and the effay on its divine author- 
ity*; and alfo. to procure fuch:in- 


* An Effay on the truth ar ud Sasi 
ty of the Scriptures, by Myr. Boxue of 
Gofport, Englan d- > ie Be itor ‘h 
not feen this Effay, but under! 
is to. bea concife, plain fatement of 
evidences in proof-of divine revelation. 
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formation of the atual ftate of 
religion in that country as may afe 


fift the Society to form a difereet 


judgment refpecting the moft eli- 
gible means of promoting the in- 
terefts of pure Chriftianity there- 
ih, have the fatisfaction to fub- 


mit to them the procefs and refult’ 


of their miffion. © 

They deem it, however,’ in- 
cumbent on them, in the firft 
place, to record their grateful tef- 
timony to the goodnefs of God, 
not only for their fafe prefervation, 
but alfo for having profpered their 
way by preparing and difpofing 
fuitable inftruments to promote 
their objet, whofe friendfhip has 
proved of confiderable advantage ; 
particularly, as it has been the me- 
dium of introducing them to per- 
fons of refpeétable {tation and in- 
fluence, who have received them 
with cordiality, highly approved 
the benevolence and utility of 
their defign ; greatly encouraged 
them by affurances of its probable 
fuccefs, and their co-operation to 
promote it. 

Bearing on their minds the im- 
mediate object of their miflion, 
which was the Tranflation of the 
Effay, and its Circulation with 
the New Teftament thro’ France, 
they have, taken meafures for its 
accomplifhment ; and have ‘the 


pleafure to inform the Directors, | 


that they have fucceeded beyond 
their expe@lations. It will afford 
them fatisfaGtion to learn, that 
God has gracionfly difpofed the 
heart of a refpeGtable member of 
the legiflative affembly to take.a 
lively intereft in our caufe ; in 
confequence of which he volunta- 
tily offered his fervices to tran{- 
Tate the Effay ; and is now affidu- 
oufly engaged therem, receiving, 
according to his own declaration, 
increafing edification ‘as. he’ pro- 
seeds. The Society, we believe, 
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may calculate on the future fervi- 
ces of this gentleman, in any pro- 
per meafures to promote the Pro= 
teftant ‘caufe ;~ and he feels fo 
much animated by the account of 


the defign and proceedings of our 
‘inftitution, as to have formed the 


intention of being prefent at our 


‘next annual folemnities.. 9. 2). 
. + But it is not in the French Jan- 


guage only that the Society is 
likely to be inftrumental in’ the 
circulation of the New Teftament 


and of the Eflay :—it is highly 
probable, that at the prefent mo- 


ment the latter is under tranflation: 
into the Italian language, by ano- 
ther individual, whom God _ has 
raifed up and filled with zeal a- 
gainit the errors of the Popifh 
Communion. The Directors will 
learn with pleafure, that an Itali- 
an Bifhop has expreffed his difin- 


| terefted defire to ferve their caufe 


in this way ; and it waits only 
their own determination to give 


| full effe€t to his zealousdifpofition. 
This dignitary of the Romifh See, 


in the early periods of the revolu- 
tion, directed his enlightened ef- 
forts againft the pretenfions of the 


Papacy, and for three years fuffer- 


ed imprifonment, as well as- the 
lofs of his worldly fubitance. Feel- 
ing ftrongly on account of the a- 
bominations of Popery, he appears 
ready to lend his utmoft affiftance 
to diffufe the purer principles of 
the Proteftant faith. 
Another member of the legif- 
lative body, a zealous Proteftant, 
and who appears eminently devot- 
ed to the Lord Jefus Chrift, en- 
tered moft cordially into our views. 
He lamented the want of faith- 
ful and zealous minifters; and oa 


our, exprefling: a hope. thaty our 


Society might be difpofed to edu- 
cate fome truly devoted and. zeal~ 
ous young men for the exercife of 
the .miniflry in. France, faid, 
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truly devoted and {piritual, whom: 


he- would fend over to England, | 


to: be trained up there for the fer- 
vice of the Proteftants in France ;’’ 
and he «waits the direCtion of the 
Society for the accomplifhment of 
this purpofe.  ~ 

‘The refolution of the Society 
was limited to the New. Tefta- 
ment; becaufe, it was concluded 
that the addition of the Old, would. 
occafion an inconvenient. expendi- 
ture of its funds, it being under- 


food that they were to be diftri- ’ 
buted gratuitoufly : but on this — 


fubjeGt, as well as others, the 
minds of the deputation were eve- 
ry day receiving more juit and com- 
prehenfive information ; and they 
have now the fatisfaCtion to fay, 
that the Dire€tors are likely to 
have the opportunity of printing 
and circulating the whole Scrip- 
tures, as well as the Effay, and 
other Proteftant works, to a very 
great extent, without any eventu- 
al expence to the Society: and 
although we would not too ftrong- 
ly indulge this expectation; yet, 
the follewing circumftance, among 
others, may in fome degree encou- 
rage it. 

In Paris, it required a fearch a- 
mong the bookfellers, of four days, 
to find a fingle Bible :—we fear 
this is alfo the awful fituation of 
the greater part of France, and 
other countries formerly conne&ed 
with the See of Rome.—The re- 
port of an intention to publidh it, 
produced an application from one 
bookfeller, for 1500 copies ; and 
we found on calculation, that the 
fale of 5000 copies on his terms, 
would leave fome advantage to the 
Society. This bookfeller being 
' @ Catholic, it was fuppofed, that 
he might. be inquiring for, their 
édition of the Scriptures ; but he 
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ftated, ‘that.it was the Proteftant: 


Scriptures that he wanted, and for. 


the purpofe. of felling them. to, 
the Catholics, who were eager to 
procure them, in preference to 
their.own.. 

That the DireCtors may form a 
judgment, as. to.the probable ex- 
tent in which the Scriptures, and. 
the works of the, bef Proteftant 
authors may be.circulated, it may 
be neceffary to. ftate to them. the 
information. received. from a gen- 
tleman who was formerly in one of 
the higheft departments of ftate 
in Sardinia... Prompted by his 
approbation of the object, and de- 
firous to promote its fuccefs, he 
communicated the following intel- 
ligence :—That in Biedmcnts and 
bike Popith countries, the Bible 
was prohibited, under the penalty: 
of eternal damnation ; but that 
fince their union with France, 
Proteftantifm is not onlytolerated, 
but its. worfhip is public ; and 
that the benevolent views of the 
Society would meet. with the 
greateft fuccefs, if profecuted with 
order andswifdom. Jn Piedmont, 
and efpecially at Turin, there are 
a confiderable number of Gene- 
vans who would affift it, as well as 
moft of the literary characters of 
the country. Befides books, he 
recommends, that well inflrucied, 
prudent, and difcerning Miffiona- 
ries be fent. . There will be an e- 
qual opportunity of {preading in- 
ftruction into the Cifalpine repub- 
lic; and from thence into 'Tufca- 
ny. Booksand Miffionarieswould 
alfo, he ftates, be received with 
enthufiafm at Naples; and this 
would prepare the way to Rome 
itfelf.— Without entering intofur- 
ther detail of the plan which he 
fuggelts, the Directors will per- 
ceive the immenfe {cope which 
Divine Providence ‘has prepared, 
for the exertions of Chriftian bene» 


412, 


volence, in the cafe of the bleffed 
Redeemer ; indeed, the moral ef- 


fects produced over a very exten-) 
five and populous part of Europe,’ 


by the late conflict of the nations, 
are fo evident and important, as 
not to be overlooked without im- 
piety ; and the facilities for the 


introduétion of the Gofpel, are fo} 


greatly increafed, as to invite, and 
even demand, the earneft prayers 
and unwearied efforts of the difci- 
ples of Chrift, to. improve to the 
utmoftfointerefting a difpenfation. 
It is extremely manifeft, that.a 
wide door is opened for the Gof- 
pel; and it will be a great privi- 
iege and honer, if the Miflionary 
Society fhould, in any degree, be- 
come inftrumental in making it an 
effeGual one. The operations of 
Divine Providence, in rendering 
the political convulfions of the 
world fubfervient to his fuperior 
plan of wifdom and grace, in rela- 
tion to the kingdom of the Mef- 
fiah, has feldom been more appa- 
rent than in the public events 
which have lately occurred ; yet, 
it is not by great political arrange- 
rhents only, but alfo by moral im- 
preffions upon the minds of thofe 
whofe authority controuls the af- 
fairs of nations, that the duty of 
Chriftian Societies is pointed out 
and enforced. This obfervation 
admits of an appropriate applica- 
tion. 

- The Proteftant caufe is confi- 
dered by the prefent goverament 
of France to be favorable to its 
ftability : the apprehenfion.. of 
danger is from the party attached 
to Popery ; the government there- 
fore, is on its guard with refpec to 
the latter, but is well difpofed to 
the former : this is demonftrated 
by its appointments to ftations of 
political importance, or to offices 
ef magiitracy. An occurrence 
which happened on the xeturn of 
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the deputation, will illuftrate this 


| remark. They had been inform- 
| ed that, in one of the, departments, 
| through which they had to pafs,. 


there were a numberof their Pro- 
teftant Brethren -deftitute of a paf- 
tor : conceiving it to be their du- 
ty to vifit them, in order to-roufe 
and animate them, they ftaid for 
one day in that diftriG.. The ufe- 
ful friend who accompanied them, 
being acquainted withthe prefect, 
called on him;j;and informed him 
of their defign in. coming. to 
France : this great oficer. entered 
with much zeal into-the-fubje&, 
highly approved of the meafure, 
ftrongly recommended the Pro. 
teftants to exert themfelves, and 
promifed them a-chureh and.a 
houfe, both well repaired, for the. 
ufe of the mimfter whom. they 
might get appointed. . This cir- 
cumfance being made known to: 
two of the Proteftants refiding. 
there, whofe minds had previouf- 
ly been filled with gloomy appre- 
henfions as to the ftate of religion, 
it. had fuch an. enlivening influ- 
ence upon them, as to induce them. 
to pledge themfelves to furnihh a 
very liberal fupport to. any Pro- 
teflant minifter who. would fettle 
among them; and expreffed their 
undoubting perfuafion, that the 
church would {oon be filled with 


fuch Catholics-as would: willingly 


contribute to the. fupport of a 
Proteftant. miniftry... -This lait 
fentiment, which is of very .great 
importance, appears to: be» well 
founded. It is highly probable, 
that an energetic miniftry, in 
which the great principles of ‘the 
Gofpel theuld be. powerfully. in- 
culcated, would be numeroufly 
attended by the Catholics in va- 
rious, if not in all parts of France. 
Indeed, the religion of Rome, un- 
fupported by extenfive funds, and 
deftitute of civil: power, feems fatt 
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verging: towards ‘its fall : the ac: 
tivity of its: priefts, who, by wri- 
tings and other means, are endea- 
voring.to revive its iatereits, may, 
however, fucceed, if no proper at- 
tempts are made to introduce into 
its place a purer fyftem ; becaufe 
the intellectual principle in maa, 
con{cious of its immortal deftiny, 
feels the neceffity of fome religion 
whereon its anxieties may repofe ; 
and. will therefore lean upon a 
falfe one in the abfence of the true. 
This anxious feeling of the mind 
after the true religion, feems to 
be inereafing in France. Dif- 
guited ‘with the-faperftitions of 
Popery, they betook themfelves 
to the principles of infidelity, and 
have proved them to be infuffici- 
ent for their happinefs, as well as 
pernicious in theirtendeney. The 
day of infidelity and of {uperfli- 
‘tions clofing 5 ‘and, as foon vas 
the/Sun of Righteoufnefs. arifes, 
they will: be-chafed into cternal 
darknefs, their native region. It 
may be added alfo, that the Pro- 
teftant religion would be fupport- 
ed by a.confiderable portion of 
the people, who, being friendly to 
the principles of civil liberty, con- 
ceive that a natural ‘alliance fub- 
fitts between thefe, whil{t that of 
the Papal is fuppofed to be ia hof- 
tility thereto. This is therefore 
that political and moral flate of 
things in France .and its depen- 
dencies, which the DireGors will 
probably confideras a diftinguith- 
ing charaéter of a difpenfation fa- 
vorable to the intereft of true re- 
ligion ; and therefore defigned to 
be afignal to Chriftians, and ef- 
pecially to Chriftian focieties, in 
order to engage their utmoft ener- 
gies to improve it. 

The Members of the Deputa- 
tion:now proceed to ftate, “that 
God has been pleafed to render 
theiryifit tov France the -occafion 


London Miffionary’ Society. 


- 


43" 


of exciting already a very conti- 


‘derable impulfe in the minds of 


1 


4 


many in favor of genuine Chriftie 
anity. ~The objects of the infti- 
tution, and the difinterefted phi- 
lanthropy, to which they attri- 
buted their vifit, had 2 powerful 
effe@ on them, and awakened a 
train of ideas which were either 
entirely new, or had long lain dor- 
mant in their minds. \'They foon 
formed the project ef communi- 
cating their views and feelings to 
others ; and we believe that, at’ 
this time, a correfpondence is 
opening with the ~Proteftants in 
every part of France, with a view 
to form a general and ufeful or- 
ganization of the whole body, in 
order to revive the long-perfecuted 
interefls of true religion, and ex- 
tend them on every fide ; but they 
feel their need of the advice and 
affiftance of the Society in the 
commencement of their efforts ; 
and are difpefed, in return, to 
co-operate in all the meafures 
which may be recommended as 
likely to promote our great ob- 
ject. — What thefe meafures ought 
to be, becomes therefore an. im- 
portant fubject to be confidered. 
Probably the Dire&ors will coin- 
cide in the convi&tion which this 
vifit to France has produéed in 
our own minds,—That, depend- 
ing on the bleffing of God, the 
Bible, and an Evangelical Minif- 
try, are the principal things requi- 
fite to promete the caufe of the 
Redeemer in that country ; and 
it will probably be the diftinguifh- 
ed honor of the Miflionary Soci- 
ety tobe the means of diftribut- 
ing the word of God, m a very 
extenfive degree, through France 
and its dependencies, ‘which ap- 
pear to be now nearly deftitute 
thereof; and this one circum- 
{tance will imprefs upon it a cha- 
yacter of ufefulnefs, which’ will 
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afford to the mind a fource of per- 
petual joy and thanksgiving. ~ It 
is alfo hoped, it will be im their 
power to find out and recommend 
to the Brethren'in France, fome 
minifters, whofe knowledge of the 
peculiar doétrines of the Gofpel, 
and experience of ‘their power, 
may fit) them for eminent ufeful- 
nefs'; but fo great is the want of 
fuitable minifters in thefe popu- 
lous: and extenfive regions, that, 
without an interpofition of Provi- 
dence in a way-at prefent -un- 
known, there muft long remain a 
great deficiency in this refpect. 
To lay the foundation of fupply- 
ing this, as far as circumitances 
permit, it may probably be of ef- 
fential fervice to feleCt a few 
young men of the French nation, 
whofe hearts may be inclined to 
the fervice of God, for the pur- 
pofe of giving them fuch full and 
appropriate inftructions as may fit 
them for the Chriftian miniftry in 
their own country. It appears, 
moreover, to be a matter of great 
importance, that a member of the 
Society, or a friend'in clofe con- 
nexion with it, fhould refide in 
Paris, for the exercife of his minif- 
try, among the Proteftants there ; 
whofe number is eftimated at from 
30 to 40,0003 and who it is fear- 
ed, are deplorably ignorant, as to 
the nature and effects of the reli- 
gion which they profefs. It may 
be neceflary, in the frit inftance, 
to conduct the fervice in the En- 
glifh language ; but the. princi- 
pal defign is, to preach eventually 
in that of the French ; not only 
to Proteftants, but to: Catholics 
alfo. This meafure appeared fo 
important in its nature, fo honor- 
able to the fociety, and fo effenti- 
al in various views to the interefts 
of religion. throughout \France, 
that the perfuafion has been ins 


dulged, that the friends of the So ! 
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ciety in England would ‘cheerful. 


| ly extend. their liberal aid to fup+ 


port it; and on this ground, the: 
Members of the Deputation have 
inftituted an enquiry concerning 
the price of one of the churches,” 


| well adapted for this purpofe ; the 


refult of which, we expe very 
fhortly to lay before the Dire&t- 
ors. 

Another means for promoting: 
the fuccefs of the Gofpel in France, 
we conceive would be the circu- 
lation of various Proteftant works, 
explaining and impreffing the lead- 
ing principles, and beneficial ef- 
feéts of Chriftianity ; and efpe- 
cially by a publication of the na- 
ture of the Evangelical Magazine ; 
the profits whereof fhould be ap- 
plied to the relief of the widows: 
of Proteftant Minifters in that 
country ; or to the education of 
young men for the miniftry; as> 
may appear beft. On thefe 
grounds the adoption of the fol- 
lowing Refolutions is recommend- 
ed to the DireCtors :— 

1. That the meafures already 
taken for the tranflation of the 
Effay, and its circulation by fale, 
as well as the printing and fale of 
the New Teftament, be confirmed. 

N. B. 2000 of each are order 
ed; the coft of which will be a- 
bout 115i. 

z. That the Committee be au- 
thorized to direé&t the following 
books to be printed and circulat- 
ed by fale, for account of the 
Miffionary Society, viz. 


& sed 
5000 Bibles and Teftaments, 
which will coft about 625 00 
5000 Watts’s rft Catechifms, 
which will coft about 8.00 
5000 do. 2d do. 2 5108920 0 © 
5000 Affembly’s Catechifms = 25 0:0 


4000 New Teftaments in the. 


Ttalian Janguage ~ , -100 0.9 
2000 ef the Effay QO: fi 7 OL OLO 
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--»3. That a Committee be form- 
_ed for taking into confideration 
the beft means by which a Period- 
ical Publication, fimilar to the 

Evangelical Magazine, could be 
‘formed and conduéted in France. 

4. That an application be made 
for fix {uitable perfons to be fent 

“over to England, to receive in- 
ftructions under the patronage of 
our Society, with a view to the 
exercife of the Proteftant Minif- 
try in France. 

5. That anc Addrefs from our 
Society to the Proteftants in 
France, tending to call forth their 
exertions in the caufe of the Re- 
deemer, be formed by the Com- 
mittee of Correfpondence. 

-.6.° That:the Rev. Samuel Tra- 
cy be appointed the Agent of our 
Society in Paris, for fix :months 
to come; and that he be confi- 
dered as having a¢ted in> that ca- 
pacity from the commencement of 
his arrival in that city. 

_. (Signed by order of the Committee.) 


Anfwer toa Queflion. 
- [Continued from page 374.] 
ue ON UM BE RoALTT, ica 4: 
M1 OME reafons will now be af- 
figned, why God does not 
convert and fave all the human 
TACE.S4 G3 Usa Gsu. 4 
= The -queftion fuppofes, » that 
fome men will be left of God to 
go.on.in-fin and perifh. This is 
confirmed by the holy fcriptures. 
Our Lord hath faid, * Wide is 
the gate, and broad is the way, 
that leadeth. to deftruGtion, and 
many, there be which go in there- 
at: becaufe ftrait is the gate, and 
narrow is the way, which leadeth 
unto lifey’ and -few there be that 
find it.” ‘ They that have done 
good, thall come forth unto the 
refurreCtion of life, and they that 
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have done evil, unto the refurrec- 
tion of damnation.’ He will fay 
unto fome, ¢ Depart. ye curfed, 
into everlafting fire, prepared for 
the devil and» his angels,—and: 
thefe fhall go away into everlaft- 
ing punifhment.’ Lager 

It is not’ from any inability-in 
God to renew and fave all, that 
any are left to perith in their fins, 
for all hearts. are in his hands, 
and nothing is impoffible with 
him. ‘¢ He hath mercy on whom 
he will have mercy, and whom he 
will he hardeneth.’. Nor are any 
left to perifh, through a defe&t in 
his benevolence. ‘ God is love.” 
His benevolence is rendered un- 
queftionable by the gift of his 
Son, the provifion of an infinite 
atonement, and his direction that 
the offers of falvation fhould be 
made thro? all the world, unto 
every createre, without limitation, 
and by fuch an adminiftration .of 


_| government as produces the high- 


eft poflible happinefs in the uni- 
verfe. There can be no want of 
goodnefsinGod. ‘There is none 
good but one, that 1s God.’ It 
furely can be no reafonable objec- 
tion to his goodnefs, that when 
mankindrejeét Chrift, and his great 
falvation, freely offered, and affec- 
tionately urged upon them, God 
dees not in every inftance fubdue 
their obftinacy, and make them 
willing in the day of his grace. 
And it fhould be kept in mind, 
that this is the real ftate of men. 
They all begin to make excufe;. 
when called upon by the meflages 
of grace. Chrift faith, ¢ Ye. will 
not come unto me that ye might 
have life.’ .We. ought :.rather:to. 
admire the wonderful benevolence 
of God, in reclaiming and faving 
|-any, after fuch abufe, and fuch a. 

difcovery of the extreme depravi- 

ty of the human heart,: than>to 

harbor any jealouties of his good- 
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refs becaufe he does not compel. 


all to come ins) Theresis a wide 
difference between offering falva- 
tion to finners;, and by an almigh- 
ty a& difpofing them. to. receive 
it, after they havé) deliberately 


and ungratefully rejééted the offer. 


It would have been aglorious ex- 
preflion of benevolence in God to 
have done the former, tho’ he 
had not feen fit to*have done the 
latter. 

But if we weré unable to affign 
any reafons why God leaves fome 
to perifh, it would fill be arro- 
gance in us to conclude that there 
were not fufficiént réafons. It 
would rather become us to aequi- 
efce in the laiguage of our Lord. 
<] thank thee, O Father, Lord 
“of heaven and earth, becaufe thou 
haft hid théfe things from the 
wife and prudent, and haft reveal- 
“ed them unto babes, even fo, Fa- 
ther, for fo it hath feemed good 
in thy fight.’—Tho’ we can by 


no means fathom the counfels of 


God, nor pretend to know all the 
particular reafons of this mftance 
of his adminiftration, yet fome 
valuable ends, which are anfwered 
‘by it, may be clearly feens A 
few will be here mentioned. 

r. By leaving fome to perifh in 
their fins, God makes a moit full 
and impreffive manifeftation of his 


juftice, greater than could have. 


otherwife been effeCied.. It is 
true, that the abhorrence of God 
towards all fin, and his regard to 
the divine law, have been fo mani- 
“fefted by the atonement of Chrift, 
‘that the juitice of God would not 
have fuffered, tho’ all had been 
faved’; but then it would not 
have been manifefted in God’s 
‘dealings with this finful) world, 
for it camot! be: truly faid,ethat 
the {ufferings of Chrift were “due 
to him, or that they were a mani- 
feftation of diflributive juftice. 
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There isno room to queftion:the 
right which God has, even after 


-an atonement; to leave fome to 


péerifh; and in fuch cireumflanees, 
a difplay -of juftice is» peculiarly 
ftriking; and expreflive' of God’s 
holinefs: » Fhus. God is willing 


‘to fhew-his wrath, and make: his 


power known, on the’ veflels of 
wrath, fitted to deftruGion? and 
all the inhabitants of ‘heaven will 
fay; -true-and. righteous: are thy 
judgments, and. will cry Alleluia, 
when the fmoke-of their torment 
afcendéth forever and éver.- ~ * 
2. God, by leaving: fome- to 
perith, teaches his créeaturés: that 
he will have his grace refpeéted 
by them.—_Mankind have placed 
themfelves, by rejecting Chritt, 
in very different eircumftancés 
from» thofe they were in. ‘before 
grace was offered and refufeéd. 
‘They are now guilty of fin, not 
only againft the law of God, but 
alfo againit the difpenfation of 
his wonderful grace. ‘This ren- 
ders it fuitable that they fhould 
be viewed ina very different light, 
and betreatedaccordingly.. Their 
fins againft the tranfcendant glory 
of divine grace, are not only an 
infinite aggravation of their guilt, 
but they form a new: fpecies of 
wickednefs, diftin from their dil- 
obedience to the law of God; and 
of a nature more bafe, ungrateful 
and malignant. It is fuchva kind 
of wickednels as the fallen’ aigels 
never committed;-and as never be- 
fore appeared in the univerfé ; for 
none ever beforé finned againit re- 
deeming mercy, and the offers of 
a gracious pardon for: rebellidn 
againit God. It is thereforeo'a 
fpecies> of fin, which never ‘had 


‘been punifhed,: fo .a8 to smanifelt 


God’s peculiar abhorrence) of it. 


“Difobedience and rebelliomagainit 
the law and ‘authority of God, 


had been punifhed'in’ the fallen 
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angels.’ Their fufferings declare | 


the wrath of God for that de- 
fcription of fin, but not for fins 
committed againft redeeming love. 
For the fame reafons for which it 
“was neceffary and fuitable, that 
the fallen ‘angels fhould fuffer for 
their rebellion, that the law of 
God might be refpeted ; it feems 
proper, that there fhould be ex- 
amples of God’s peculiar difpleaf- 
‘ure at unbelief, that the grace of 
God might be refpected by his 
creatures. It was fuitable in the 
eyes of infinite wifdom and re&ti- 
tude, that this fhould take place. 
This ferves to exhibit the digni- 
ied nature of the difpenfation of 
grace, and fhows that tho’? God 
is gracious and merciful, he isnot 
regardlefs of himfelf, nor of his 
mercy ; but will be refpected, and 
will have his grace refpeCted by 
his creatures. 

- 3. The unyielding nature of a 
finful fpirit had never before been 
afcertained, by aGQual experiment, 
and clearly exhibited to creatures. 
The fallen angels never had the 
offers of mercy, and it was not 
known to creatures, that they 
were fo-utterly depraved, but that 
the offers of grace and motives of 
infiniteimportance, mighthave pre- 
yailed on them to have returned to 
God ; and fo the juftice of God 
in their punifhment could not be 
feen in its full ftrength and luftre. 
But the offer has been made to 
man, and motives of infinite weight 
have been prefented and it is now 
afcertained by actual experiment, 
in the cafe of thofe under the in- 
ftructions of the gofpel, who are 
left of God to go on in fin, that 


a finful fpirit is too obftinate to. 


“be reduced by any motives, or of- 
fers of pardon and acceptance. 
The implacable nature of fin is 
made clearly manifeft. It is no 
donger queitionable whether the 

Vou. ILL. No. 11. 


HLT 
carnal heart is fo inimical to God, 
that it can never be fubje& to his 
law. As this fhows the extreme 
malignity of a finful fpirit, and its 
irreconcilable averfion to.any pro- 
pofals, which a holy God can 
make, it very greatly iluftrates 
the juftice of God, in dooming 
evil angels, as well as men, to 
never ending mifery. It becomes 
evident, that their hearts are fuch 
that they never could be reclaim- 
ed, but by the all conquering 
and irrefiftible power of God, and 
that they are fit only to be con- 
figned to hopelefs mifery. 

4. God in leaving fome finners 
to go on in their wickednefs and 
perifh, makes a moft glorious dif- 
play of the prerogativesof divine 
fovereignty, beyond any thing of 
the kind which had ever before 
been fet in the view of his crea- 
tures. He exercifes, before the 
eyes of all intelligence, his fove- 
reign right to difpofe of finners 
as he pleafes, for the purpofes of 
his own glory, either as  veffels 


| of mercy, or of wrath. This had 


never before been exhibited by 
example. ‘This is a ftriking man 
ifeftation, that God confiders the 
finner as having forfeited all good 
—as being in the hands of a right- 
eous Judge, and that he himfelf 
is under no kind of obligations to 
{pare him. He may therefore 
ufe him in any way that hall be 
moft for his own glory and the 
good of his kingdom, either as an 
example of juftice ar of grace. 
This fovereignty is alfo further 
manifefted, in giving fome the of- 
fers of mercy, whileaknowledge of 
the gofpel is withheld from others. 
In all this the language of his 
proceedings is, « Hath not the 
potter power over the clay, of the 
fame lump, to make one veflel to 
honor and another unto difhonor?’ 
If God renewed all, this glorious 
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difplay of divine fovereignty would 
not have been made. a 

. Another valuable end which 
is obtained by God, in leaving 
fome to go on in fin and perifh, 
is the peculiar difplay which this 
makes of the riches of his grace 
to thofe whom he’ renews, and 
choofes to be the veffels of his 
mercy.—If God had renewed and 
faved the whole of mankind, it 
might never have been fo ftrongly 
felt by creatures, that there was 
no kind of obligation on God to 
the finner, to convert him; and 
that he was at perfect liberty, 
even after an adequate redemption 
had been provided, either to ap- 
ply it or not apply it, to the fal- 
yation of the finner, as fhould ap- 
pear good in his fight. 

Nor could this grace have ap- 
peared te fuch advantage, had all 
been faved, for want of the ftrik- 
ing contraft exhibited in the dif- 
ferent treatment which the veffels 
of wrath, and of mercy, refpedt- 
ively receive from the hand of 
God. This idea appears to have 
deeply impreffed the mind of the 
apottle Paul, when he faid, «¢ What 
if God, willing to fhew his wrath 
and make his power known, en- 
dued with much long-fuffering the 
veflels of wrath fitted to deftruc- 
tion, and that he might make 
known the riches of his glory on 
the veflels of his mercy which he 
had afore prepared unto glory.” 
‘Haiah alfo gives us the fame idea 
from the mouth of God. “ And 
‘it fhall come to pafs, that from 
one new moon to ancther, and 
from one Sabbath to another, 
fhall all flefh come to worfhip be- 
fore me, faith the Lord. And 
they thall go forth, and look upon 
the carcafes of the. men which 
have tranfgreffed againit me ; for 
their,worm fhall not die, neither 


fhall their fire be quenched, and 
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they fhall be an abhorring unto 
all flefh.’-+Thus the diftinguifh- 
ing exercife of grace makes-a pe- 
culiar difplay of the riches of di- 
vine mercy, towards thofe who 
are faved. 

From the whole it is conceived, 
that it is made plain, that the 
atonement is infinitely full—that 
God in his invitations to finners, 
and in his folemn declaration, that 
he hath no pleafure in the death 
of the wicked, but that the wick- 
ed turn from his way and liye, is 
confiftent with his leaving fome to 
go on in fin and perifh—-And that 
there are reafons which may be 
affiened why God does not con- 
vert and fave all the human race : 
Particularly, that the punifhment 
of unbelief, which is a new and 
peculiar {pecies of wickednefs, 
might be exemplified—the juf- 
tice of God be more fully mani- 
fefted—that by the exhibition of 
the unyielding nature of fin, the 
juttice of God in the endlefs pun- 
ifhment of evil men and angels 
might be feen in its true glory— 
that the fovereignty of God, and 
the dignified manner in which he 
exercifeshis grace might beknown 
—and that the exceeding riches 
of his grace towards the redeemed, 
might appear as they are.—In all 
théfe refpeéts, God illuttrates his 
own glorious perfeétions, in the 
view of his creatures, and enriches 
them with the knowledge of him- 
felf, by leaving fome to go on in 
fin and perifh ; and in proportion 
as he brings himfelf into view, he 
adds to the everlafting bleffednefs 
of his whole kingdom. The wif- 
dom andi oodnefs of God are alfo 
difplayed, in adopting a meafure 
calculated to produce fo many 
valuable ends, and: creatures are 
effectually taught:the firmnefs and 
ftability, with which the Moft 
High’ proceeds in his adminiftras 
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tions of government.—Thefe are 
great and valuable ends, which 
we fee are anfweted by the fove- 
reign difpenfations of grace and 
juftice among men. So many 
reafons for this way of proceed- 
ing are made known to us; per- 
haps more may be feen by a fuf- 
ficient attention to the fubject, 
and probably many more will be 
difcovered by the people of God, 
inthe world te come. But how 
many reafons God has for thefe 
proceedings, no finite creature 
can determine. ‘¢ Canft thou by 
fearching find out God, cantt 
thou find out the Almighty to 
perfeétion :” Finally ; the things 
which have been noticed, in at- 
tending to this important quef- 
tion, are calculated to imprefs our 
minds with the infinite mercy of 
God, in producing an all-fufficient 
atonement, and freely offering fal- 
vation to us all—with our infinite 
obligations to Jefus Chrift, for 
the things he has dohke and. faid to 
purchafe mercy for finners—with 
the awful wickednefs and inexcuf- 
ablenefs of the impenitent and un- 
believing, whofe blood muft be 
upon their own heads—with the 
mercy of God, in reclaiming any 
from their obftinate perverfenefs, 
to himfelf—with the iadifpenfible 
duty of all who hear the gofpel, 
to repent and believe without de- 
lay—with the reafons which fin- 
ners have to tremble at their guilt 
and danger—and with the pecul- 
iar obligations of thofe whom God 
has renewed, and adopted into his 
family, to admire diftinguifhing 
grace, and be conftant and zeal- 
ous in his fervice. And let. the 
world admire the compaffion, and 
obey the gracious exhortations of 
God, who fays, ‘ As I live, faith 
the Lord, I have no pleafure in 
the death of the wicked; but 
that the wicked turn. from; Mis 
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way. and live. Turn yes turn ye 
from your evil ways; for why 


will ye die, O houfe of Ifrael ? 


An exsplanation of the eleventh chap~ 
ter of the Revelation. 


[Continued from page 388. ] 


PART. fl; 
ROCEEDING to the pro-). 
pofed explanation, and mak- 

ing only thofe very concile and 
general obfervations which fhall 
be fuppofed fufficient to illuftrate 
and confirm the fubjeis fuggeft- 
ed, we have, ver. £. the direGtion 
of the, angel, Rife, aud meafure 
the temple of God, and the altar, 
and them that worfbip therein.— 
As the fubjects contained in this 
chapter, and generally through 
the whole book are expreffed in 
figurative terms, it is of peculiar 
importance juitly to conceive the 
pimaryimport of them, and then 
to accommodate this to the fub- 
je@t propofed, which will commu- 
nicate to us their true fignifica- 
tion. Is it not well known, that 
the temple was an edifice erected 
in Jerufalem for the worfhip of 
God according to his own ap- 
pointment ? The altar was an 
appendage to the temple, and ef. 
fentially neceffary for the perform- 
ance of the ¢emple fervice. Here 
the facrifices were offered, and de- 
votional exercifes attended. Jn 
the temple the priefts taught the 
people out of the book of the 
law, and Chrift preached the gol- 
pel of the kingdom. "The tem- 
le, at the dedication of it, was 
filled with the glory of God. 
This was the place of his molt 
sracious refidence. Here he man- 
ifefted himfelf, heard the fuppli- 
cations and received the praifes 
of his people. For thefe reafons 
it was called holy, and mount 
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Zion on which it was ereCted was 
the holy hill, and Jerufalem in 
which it ftood was the holy city. 
The temple, we are taught in the 
New Teftament, was a type of 
the church. Know ye not that ye 
are the temple of God. For the 
temple of God is holy, which temple 
ye are. The building, the church, 
groweth into.a holy temple in the 

ord—for a habitation of God 
thro’ the fpirit—ls it not evident 
from this, that by ‘ the temple, 
the altar, and thofe who worfhip 
therein’, we are to underftand the 
church of Chrift Jefus, confifting 
of the true worfhippers of God, 
who offer fpiritual facrifices ac- 
ceptable thro’ Jefus Chriit ?— 
By the meafuring of the temple 
aid altar, we are taught, that 
the church is precifely circum- 
feribed and limited, is diftin@ly 
feparated from the world, is pe- 
culiarly referved for God, and the 
fubje&t of his conftant protection 
andcare. The Lord knoweth them 
that are his. Wer. 2. * But the 
court’, or yard where the commen 
people affembled. * which is with- 
out the temple, leave out and meaf~ 
ure it not.’ As by ¢ the temple,’ 
&c. we are to umderftand thofe 
who worfhip God in {fpint, fo by 
‘ the court” we are to underftand 
fuperficial and formal worfhippers 
of him ; by ‘ noz? meafuring this, 
it being given to the Gentiles, we 
are taught that thofe nominal 
profeffors were abandoned to the 
fuperftitious and idolatrous {pirit 
of Gentilifm, which fhould pre- 
dominate and reign in them. Ac- 
cording to this explanation, we 
have the univerfal, vifible Chrif- 
tian church divided into two parts ; 
one reprefented by ‘ the temple 
and altar’—denoting the true 
church, confifting of {piritual wor- 
thippers of God—The other by 
* the court,’ denoting worfhippers 
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of God by profeihion, -butidola-, 
trous Gentiles in fpirit and prac-; 
tice, or antichrift. in his whole 
extent.—This, direGion of the 
angel introduces the grand fub-, 
jets of the little book, which 
may be exhibited in the following 
order. ay tye 
I. The Gentiles treading the ho- 
ly city under foot, or the fuper- 
ftitious and idolatrous. fpirit of. 
Gentilifm difplaying itfelf in the. 
viftble church. _, : 
PresyumincG that the.idea de- 
figned to be communicated by the 
term, will be fufficiently under- 
ftood, that we may. poflefs. that 
comprehentiye view of the fubject 
contained in the Revelation, . it 
may be remarked, that it is ad- ; 
dreffed to us by a different repre- 
fentation, Chap..12..ver..17., In 
the preceding part of that chap- 
ter, the church, from the com- 
mencement of the gofpel difpen- 
fation, is reprefented by ‘ @ qos 
man with child, travailing and in 
pain to be delivered,’ expreflive of 
her ardent. defire and itrenuous 
efforts. to ‘propagate and give 
eftablifhment to the religion of 
Chrift.* By the ¢ great red drag- 
on’ are we not to underftand the 
heathenifh Roman empire, or the 
Roman power? By his dtanding 
‘ before the woman to deffroy her 
child as foon as it was born, the 
exertions of the empire to fup. 
prefs and prevent. the prevalence 
of the Chriftian religion ?. By the 
‘ war in heaven, Michael and - his 
angels fighting, and the devil and 
his angels,’ have we not reprefent- 
ed the fevere conflids between 
Chriftian confeflors. aided by the 
power and grace of Chrift, and 
heathen powers ftimulated by the 


* Perhaps Conftantine, and his ele- 
vation to the imperial diadem, might ” 
be particularly intended. ats! 


7803.9, 


old ferpent the devil, one to effect 
the converfion of the empire to 
Chriftianity, the other to obftru@ 
it? By the devil’s © not prevail- 
ing,’ have we not fignified the un- 
fuccefsfulnefs of heathenith efforts 


to prevent the prevalence of Chrif- 


tianity and the a@tual converfion 
of the empire? By his being 
* caf? out into the earth,’ the hum- 
bled and degraded tate of heath- 


enifm after this revolution ? By 


the ¢ ferpent’s cafling out of his 
mouth water asa flood, ‘after the 
woman, that he might caufe her 


to be carriedyaway of the flood, 


have we not reprefented the in- 
curfions of the fouthern nations 
upon the empire, inftigated by Sa- 
tan, to fubvert the Chriftian 
caufe? By the earth?s helping 
the woman, opening her mouth and 
fwallowing up the flood, have we 
not fignified the mild and fayora- 
ble difpofition of the favages, who 


inftead of overturning the church 


as: they had overturned the ftate, 
were abforbed by the Chriftians, 
embracing their faith, profeffing 
their religion and incorporating 
with them? ‘This brings to the 


fubject, or period, under confider- 


ation. . The vifion proceeds, ver. 
17. ‘ And the dragon was wroth 
6 with the woman and went to make 
* war with the remnant of her feed, 
‘ which kept the word of God, and 
“ have the teftimony of Fefus Chrift.’ 
Of this, itis fuppofed, the fol- 
lowing fummary contains the true 
import. The devil, by the fup- 
preflion of heathenifm or idolatry, 
beimg vifibly depofed in the Ro- 
man empire, and exiled from 
court, to the favage nations of the 
earth, and bemg difconcerted in 
his artful flratagem to fubvert 
Chriftiamty, by infligating the 
barbarous nations, thro? his inftru- 
ments, to overturn the empire, 
turnedinto an angel of light or put 
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on a religious mafk to effe& it:. 
He enticed Chriftian profeffors to. 
adopt the fuperflitious cuftoms: 
and idolatrous rites of the new. 
converts to the faith, and actual. 
ly fucceeded “in his enterprife to. 
eftabhifh the idolatrous ‘{pirit and. 
religion of heathens in the vifible 
church.* Having fortified. “this. 
acquilition. and being angry with 
the woman, he went to make war. 
with the remnant of her feed, for 
ithe canftancy of their faith and 
their itedfatt adherence to the re- 
higion of Chrift. To give us the 
moft impreffive idea of this engine, 
this meflenger of Satan, to blaf- 
pheme God, and vex and diftrefs 
his people; the apottle addrefles 
to us’ a full portraiture of him, 
Chap. 13. in the figure of a mon- 
ftrous’ ¢ beajt rifing up out of the 
‘fea, having feven heads and ten 
‘horns, apening his mouth in blaf- 
‘ phemy againft God, his tabernacle 
‘and them that dwell in heaven,’ 
or the temple and its worfhippers, 
and making ¢ war with the faints.” 
And to give us a view not only 
of the horrid impiety and cruelty _ 


-of the Chriftian religion Gentil- 


ized, but allo of the captivating 
influence of it upon thofe whofe 
names were not written in the 
Lamb’s book of life, we have it 
pourtrayed, Chap. 17. in the figs 
ure of a falcinating * harlot,’ gai- 
ly attired, ¢ making ald nations drink 
‘ the wine of her fornication,’ or 
fuperftition and idolatry, and her- 
felf * drunk with the blood of faints 
‘and the martyrs of Fefus.’— 
Thus we have the Gentiles tread- 
ing the holy city under foot, or 
antichriftianifm difplaying itfelf 


* Though heathenifh cuftoms had 
been adopted by the chutch before the 
fubverfion of the empire by the barbae 
rians, yet did not an idolatrous {pirit 
obtain much greater influence by that 
event ? piace 
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in the vifible church.—Let us 
now confider, 

Il. The witneffes prophefying 
in fackcloth.. 

Wao are thefe two witneffes ? 
is a queftion which hath often 
been propofed, and to which va- 
rious anfwers have been given. 
The two. teftaments, fay fome. 
Two of the ancient prophets, fay 
others. Some fay, two eminent 
martyrs ;. and others, the two 
great reformers, Luther and Cal- 
gin. But will not an examina- 
tion of the paffage itfelf demon- 
firate, not only that no one of 
thefe is the true anfwer, but what 
the true anfwer is? ‘The charac- 
ter of witnefs or witnefles, relates 
to doubt or controverfy, and it is 
the office of witneffes to exhibit 
the truth and reality of fact. 
They exift, confequently, only 
where controverfy fubfifts. Thefe 
are Chrift’s witneffes, and the con- 
teft is about the queftion, What 
is trath? or, Who is king and 
head of the church ? Chrift claims 
the office, and antichrift, as God, 
will fit in the temple of God. It 
is the province of the witnefles to 
teftify in favor of the fupremacy 
of Chrift, and again ft antichriftian 
ufurpation. ‘The text according- 
ly reprefents them as appearing at 
the fame time. When the Gen- 
tiles began to tread the holy city 
under foot, or antichrift to arro- 
gate the prerogatives of Jefus 
Chrift to himfelf, the witnefles 
bare teftimony againft it. They 
continue for the fame term, forty 
and two months, or twelve hun- 
dred and fixty days, or years. 
When antichrift fhall ceafe to 
blafpheme, the witnefles will ceafe 
to prophefy. - The witneffes can- 
not confequently “be underitood 
of any who lived before antichrift 
exifted, nor aftér he fhall expire. 
Nor of any, unlefs they appeared 
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to bear teftimony againft him at 
the commencement of his blaf- 
phemy, and fhall continue their 
teftimony through the whole term 
of his ufurpation and influence, 
twelve hundred fixty days, or 
years. But this never was, nor 
will it ever be, applicable to any 
two individuals of the human race. 
—This compels us not only to 
admit that the two witneffes are 
net any two individual perfons, 
but fuggefts to us who they are, 
The worfbippers. in the temple— 
Thofe who embrace the genuine 
doftrines of the gofpel, and at- 
tend its holy inftitutions. —Unlefs 
we view them in conneCtion with 
the context, they are introduced 
in an unufual manner, very abrupt- 
ly, and without any pregnottics 
by which they might be known. 
But the text {peaks of them as 
already produced and exhibited ; 
and where is this unlefs in the — 
temple, the altar, and thofe who 
worfhip therein? Do not thefe 
remarks fufficiently evince, that 
by the two witnefles we are not 
to underftand any two diftin@ 
perfons, but that church of the liv- 
ing God, againf? which the gates of 
hell feall never prevail, and which 
is the pillar and ground of the truth. 
As by the Gentiles, the beatt, 
the man of fin, or by whatever 
name antichrift is defignated, we 
are not to underftand any one 
particular perfon, but a certain 
charaéter continued through ma- 
ny fucceflive generations, fo b 
the witnefles we are to underftand 
a defcriptive body or fociety, com- 
pofed of many individuals and 
continuing from age to age thro’ 
the appointed time of their tefti- . 


‘mony. Some of thefe from their 


diftinguifhed ability, fortitude, 
zeal, and the energy of their tef- 
timony, may now more eminently 
be called the witueffes than thote 
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who are weak in faith and babes 
in Chrift. They are called two, 
this being the leaft number which 
the feriptures admit as fufficient 
to fubftantiate a fa, and which 
they confider as fufficient for eve- 
ry fuch purpofe. By the mouth 
of two or three witneffes fhall eve- 
ry word be eftablifhed.—It has 
indeed been remarked, that the 
eminent advocates of the truth, 
have often appeared as Chrift fent 
forth his difciples, by two and 
two; as Fohn Hufs and Ferom of 
Prague, Luther and Calvin, &c. 
&c. This notwithftanding, the 
witnefles are not to be confined 
folely to this number.—It is faid 
they thall ‘ prophe/y’ ; not that it 
fhall be their office to predi&t fu- 
ture events, but to teach, reprove 
and exhort, as the word is fre- 
quently ufed to fignify in ferip- 
ture. As fackcloth was the 
known fymbol of adverfity and 
trouble, it is faid they /hall pro- 
phefy in fackcloth, importing that 
the term of their teftimony fhould 
be one continued fcene of afflic- 
tion and forrow.. We have next 
a defcription of their prerogatives. 
‘ Thefe are the two olive trees and 
‘ the two candlefticks.” As Ze- 
rubbabel and Jofhua preferved the 
worfhip of God after the Baby- 
lonith captivity, fo thefe fhall pre- 
ferve the caufe of Chrift through 
the time of the great apoftacy. 
And for their prerogatives, they 
have the powers and privileges of 
Mofes and the prophets. * They 
‘ out up heaven that it rain not, 
‘turn water into blood and fmite 
‘ the earth with plagues, as oft as 
< they will. If any man hurt them 
‘ fire proceedeth out of their mouths,’ 
they denounce God’s wrath and 
judgments againit the perfecutors 
of his people. They poffefs the 
characters and powers and anfwer 


all the purpofes to the caule of | 
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God, that the moft eminent faints 
and prophets did in their time.— 
Let it only be added concerning 
thefe witnefles, that as we had 
the Gentiles treading the holy 
city* under foot in the 11th chap- 
ter, the dragon who perfecuted 
the woman, Chap. 12. difplayed, 
Chap. 13. in a monftrous beaft, 
which blafphemed God and per- 
fecuted his people, and in Chap. 
17. in the mother of barlots in: 
toxicating all nations with fuper- 
ftition and idolatry ; fo we have 
the witnefles prophefying in fack~ 
cloth, in the woman fleeing into. 
the wildernefs, Chap. 12. in Chap. 
14. in the § hundred forty and four 
§ thoufand which ftood with the 
‘ Lamb on mount Lion, of whom it 
‘is faid, ‘They were not defiled 
© with women,’ not contaminated 
with the abominations of the mo-~ 
ther of harlots, the corrupt and 
idolatrous churches ; ‘ for they 
‘are virgins,’ chafte and fervent 
in their affection to Chrift. ‘The/e 
“are they that follow the Lamb 
‘ whitherfoever he goeth’  Im- 
thovably attached to their Lord. 


* It is rather difficult to determine 
the precife meaning of the Gentiles 
treading the holy city under foot. Does 
it import the depreffion and verfecution 
of the witneffes by antichrift ? or, The 
great apoftacy of nominal profeffors 
from the faith once delivered to the 
faints? Does not the expreffion, But 
the court leave out and meafure it not, pot- 
fefs the power of a ftrong antithelis, 
implying, that the temple or church waa 
not abandoned to antichriftian fuperfti- 
tion? Is not this much more agreea- 
ble to the do@rine of the {criptures, 
which uniformly reprefent God as ex- 
tending a conftant and tender care to- 
wards his peculiar people? By the 
boly city are we not confequently to un- 
derftand the fame as the court, the vifi- 
ble church, confifting only of nominal 
profeffors who were abandoned to idol- 
atrous fuperftition ? 
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and guide, they follow him by 
faith, in holy conftancy, fortitude, 
‘geal and patience, through cruel 
mocking and perfecutions, bonds 
and imprifonmerts, over moun- 
tains and thro’ defarts, into dens 
and caves of the earth.—We may 
next confider, 

TIL. The duration of thisfcene, 
the Gentiles treading the holy 
city under foot, and the witnefles 
prophefying in fackcloth.—This 
is fo clearly afeertained in the 
feriptures that it admits of no il- 
luftration, unlefs it is in the mode 
of computation ; as, if it be com- 
puted by years, it is three years 
and ahalf ; i€ by months, it is 

‘forty and tavo ; and if by days, it 
‘is-twelve hundred and forty, each 
ef which, reckoned prophetically, 
a day for a year, will give the 
‘term of twelve hundred and fixty 
years. For fo long a time fhould 
the Gentiles tread the holy city 
under foot, the dragon perfecute 
‘the feed of the woman, the beaft 
wear out the faints of the Mott 
‘High, and the mother of harlots, 
the apoftate and idolatrouschurch, 
yatoxicate all nations with the wine 
‘of her fornication, her fpiritual 
adultery, her fuperftition and idol- 
atry. Thro’ this extended peri- 
od fhould the witnefles prophefy 
in fackcloth, the woman, the 
church, be in the wildernefs, in 
retirement, in poverty and diftrefs, 
and the chatte and faithful fpoufe 
of Chrift follow her Lord and 
guide in great tribulation, fup- 
porting the doctrines of his word 
and the purity of his imflitutions. 
~—-But when did this term com- 
-"menee? a queftion which hath 
occupied the inquifitive, and. ex- 
ercifed the pens of the learned 
and ingenious ; but which, it is 
prefumed, will.not be fully refolv- 
ed, until, with other myiterious 
events of divine providence, it 
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fhall be explained and anfwered in 
heaven. ‘Let the following gene- 
ral obfervations upon it only be 
added. This myftery of iniquity 
began to work in the days of the 
apoftles, in the pride and . ambi- 
tion of Chriftian -paftors and pro- 
feffors, but was retarded in its 
progrefs by the edicts and perfe. 
cutions of the Roman power ; 
but when the empire became 
Chriftian and thofe  reftraints: re- 
moved, they enjoyed the protec- 
tion and favor of the flate, imbib. 
ing more copioufly the fpirit of 
the world, they availed themfelves 
of the opportunity to imcreafe 
their claims and fecure their pre- 
rogatives..—W hen the empire was 
conquered and, as it were, new 
peopled by the northern nations, 
who embraced the Chriftian reli- 
gion, to accommodate it to the 
tafte of the new profelytes they 
multiplied heathenifh cuftoms and 
fuperftitions, an idolatrous fpivit 
was more deeply rivetted and its 
influence more extended.—The 
myftery of iniquity was not yet 
matured, Antichrift was yet in 
embryo. As the decline from 
the faith and the corruption of 
the church were gradual, it is im- 
poffible to fix the precife point 
of time when the man of fin 
arofe. If the obfervation of Dr. 
Mofbeim be jut, that in the fixth 
century, probably toward the clofe 
of it, the oppofers of epifeopal 
ufurpation and corruption. retired 
from Jialy to the vallies of Pied- 
mont ; if thefe were the place’pre- 
pared for the woman, and this her 
flight into it, we muft fix the date 
about the year 600. If we are ta 
judge of it by analogy, comparing 


‘it with that difpenfation of Provi- 


dence to which it is. often referred, 
the captivity of the Jews by the 
Babylonians, it commenced and 
will terminate at different periods. 
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-=The) proclamation of the bifh- 
op of Rome to be univerfal bith- 
“Op, about the~year fix hundred, 
was a notable epoch in the church. 
If we fuppofe that antichrift as 


God, then- fat. in the temple of | 
God, and compute the twelve | 


» hundred iixty years from that pe- 
riod, they will expire about. the 
year eighteen hundred fixty. So 

the anveftiture of the pope with 
ftaly, o¥ St. Peter’s patrimony, 
as it was called, about the - year 
feven hundred and fifty, was ano- 
ther very diftinguifhable event in 
the hiftory of the church: and if 

we reckon the term from this date, 
it will expire about the year two 

-thoufand. But which of  thefe, 

-or whether either of them be the 
event efpecially in the view of the 
prophecy, it is prefumed, cannot 
be determmed» by: mortal men. 
As the fubje& is involved in great 
obfeurity, it fufficiently intimates, 
that it would not be ufeful but 
injurious to the church, that a 

‘more particular revelation fhould 

be given. of it. So much as di- 
vine wifdom forefaw would be 
for the benefit of the church, and 
anfwer the great purpofes of a di- 
vine revelation, is exhibited, and 
more we ought not to defire.— 
Let us now confider another im- 
portant part of the prophecy, 

.* IV. The flaughter and refur- 
rection of the witneffes. 

© Anup when they foall have jinifh- 
ed their teftimony, the beaf) that af- 
cendeth out of the bottomlefs pit fhall 
make war upon them and overcome 
them and kill them, &c. &e. ver. 7. 
¥3.—Critics obferve that the ex- 

-preffion, When they fball have jin- 

ifbed their teftimony, 1s not fimply a 
defeGtive, but ‘an erroneous tranf- 
ation: "That initead of rendering 

-i¢ in-paft, it ought! to have been 

~rendeéred ia future time, While 
«they thall perform, or when they 

Vou. Jil, No: ey. 
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§ fhall be about to finifh their tef. 
¢ timony.’. .This makes the fub- 
je& more natural ; it being more 
unnatural, that. the beaft fhould 
make war upon them and kill 
them. afier they had jfiifbed their 
teftimony and ceafed. to torment 
him, than that being exafperated 
by. their . teftimony, ~hey fhould 
make war upon them to fupprefs 
| it, and relieve himfelf of the.tor- 
ment.—If we read. the paflage 
When they foall be about to fault 
their teflimony, the fenfe will be, 
In the latter part. of the time that 
the witnefles’ fhall teftify againft 
the ufurpation, blafphemy and ty 
ranny of the beaft, he fhall make 
war upon them, and overcome 
them and killthem, &c. Do not 
the expreffions which contain this 
important and yet obfcure proph- 
ecy intimate, that the fcene drawn 
im it, would open and terminate 
before the teftimony of the wit- 
nefles fhould be completed? ‘That 
it would alfo be a period in their 
prophecy peculiarly afflictive and 
diftreffing ? Before they prophe- 
fied in fackcloth, but now war Is 
made upon them, they are over~ 
come, flain, and their dead bodies 
expofed to public reproach and 
fhame. . May we not confider 
this prophecy as efpecially relating 
to the pofterity of thefe remon- 
ftrants againft antichriftian ufur- 
pation, who retired from Rome 
and Italy in the fixth century, and. 
fettled themfelves in the valleys of 
Piedmont 3 and from whom pro- 
ceeded thofe who were called 
Waldenfes, Albigenfes, and Leo- 
nifls, and who in the eleventh, 
twelfth, and: thirteenth centuries 
had become fo numerous and 
pointed in their proteitations 
againit antichriftiap corruption, 
that they alarmed, and excited 
the wrath and vengeance of the 
papal fee ; which therefore per 
Hhh 
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fecuted them with menaces and 
excommunications, deprived them 
of civilimmunities and privileges, 
interdi@ed all focial intercourfe 
with them, and finally waged war 
upon them, raifing and fending 
huge armies againft them, which 
practifed the moft horrid cruelties 
upon them, until being overcome 
and their country defolated, they 
fied to various parts of Europe, 
efpecially to Bohemia, where ma- 
ny embraced their doctrine, which 
produced new perfecutions, wars 
and defolations, until, in the iffue, 
by the united force of the empe- 
ror and the pope, they were every 
where vifibly fuppreffed. Thus 
the witnefles were overcome and 
killed. This fcene opened in the 
thirteenth, continued thro’ the 


fourteenth, and ended with the | 
fifteenth century.—Ver. 8. ¢ And | 


“their dead bodies fhall lie in the 
« Preets of the great city’ of Rome, 
or the Roman empire, ‘ which is 
fpiritually called. Sodom,’ for its 
voluptuoufnefs and corruption of 
manners, ‘ and Egyp?? for its cru- 
elty and oppreffion, * awhere alfo 
‘our Lord was crucified’ in the 
perfecution of his children and 
people, ashe willin the great city 
in the perfecution of his difciples 
and followers:—Ver. 9. And they 
“of the people and kindred and 
© tongues and nations,’ the various 
citizens of Rome and the fubjects 
of the empire ‘ /hall fee their dead 
« bodies three days,’ prophetically 
years, ‘ and an half, and foall not 
‘ fuffer their dead bodies to be put in 
« graves,’ denying them the com- 
mon priviege of fepulture, and 
expofing them to public reproach 
and fhame; treating the witnefles 
and their caufe, in their deprefled 
and abject flate, with the utmoft 
indignity and contempt... Perhaps 
three: days. and. a half. may be 
fpecified to fhew the-great difpro- 
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portion between the term of their: 
fuppreffion, and the time that they’ 
fhould be :fupported:in teftifying: 
againft the blafphemy and tyran=: 
ny of antichrift; butasthree days ~ 
and a half to three years: and fix : 


months, or as three years anda: 


half to twelve hundred fixty years. 
As three days and avhalfis the: 
longeft time that a dead body-can » 


| ordinarily be fuppofed to continue » 


without putrefaCtion, it may alfo: 
be ufed to fignify, that.tho’ the’ 
church fhould be reduced to.a 
ftate the neareft to irrecoverable! 
extinction, yet, through the vig- 
ilance and effeCtual interpofition: 
of her Lord and head, fhe fhould. 
not fee corruption.—-Ver. 10./ 
‘ And they that dwell upom the. 
‘ earth, the worfhippers of the: 
beaft and his image, ¢ fhall rejoice,’ . 
or exult, © over’? the witneffes in) 
their afflited ftate,* and /hall, 
‘ make merry-and be glad,’ that: 
the witnefles were dead, and they” 
fhould no more be ‘tormented by 
them.’—Ver. 11. * And after three. 
‘ days anda half, at the moment: 
that the worfhippers of the beaft: 
fuppofed the dead bodies of the 
witnefles would begin’ to putrify: 
and turn to duft, ¢ he /pirit of hfe 
‘ from God entered into them,’ they 
revived, and not only came to life, 
but ‘ food upon their feet,’ pofleffed 
of fuch ftrength, that they affums 
ed an erect pofture, indicating 
that they fhould now vindicate 
their caufe, teftify againft and tor- 
ment the beaft and his worfhip- 


pers, to their furprife and confu- 


fion.— Ver. 12. ‘And they,’ the 
witnefles, ‘ heard a great voice from 
« heaven faying unto them, Comerup 
‘ hither,’ {fenfibly experiencing’ dis 
vine interpofition, and were fecure 
ed from their enemies -bycdivine. 
and civil prote&tion and favor, and 
this in the view of their perfecut- 
ors and to their great furprife and 
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regret.——Ver: 13. and the fame: 


© Four? atithe fame time that the 
witnefles:experienced ‘this {pecial 
protection;: which fecured them 
from the malice of their enemies, 


‘ there was a great earthquake,’ a 
mighty convulfion, © and the tenth 


‘ part \of the city fell,’ in which 
there was a ferious revolt from the 


church; “and in the earthquake, or 


convulfion, there were feven con- 
fli&ts and bloody battles, in which 
there ¢ were flain of men feventhou- 
‘ fand, and the remnant’ thofe who 
furvived.¢ were affrighted,’ filled 
with confternation and terror, ‘and 
gave glory to Gad’ by fubmitting 
to his providence and ceafing from 
their cruelty and. perfecution.— 
Suppofing this. prophecy of the 
refurreétion of the witnefles to re- 
late to the reformation, by Luther, 
Calvin and other reformers, in fup- 
port of the hypothefis, the follow- 
ing very general obfervations are 
briefly {ubmitted to confideration. 

1. The events: of that period 
correfpond with the feveral parts 
of the prophecy. Previous to 
the reformation, the witneffes, the 
oppofers of antichriftian ufurpa- 
tion, were the moft reduced that 
they were at any period in the hif- 
tory of the church. They were 
vifibly fupprefled. This. was an 
occafion’ of great public joy and 
congratulation to the pope and 
his devotees. This however was 
of very fhort continuance. Soon 
the witneffes, in Luther and oth- 
er reformers, appeared to tettify 
againft the corruptions of the 
church, and the impiety and ty- 
ranny of the pope, with great 
fortitude and zeal. They were 
preferved by the fignal interpofition 
of providence and the patronage of 
civil power and princes.* There 


““* One very fingular event refpecting 
Luther, related by Dr: Robertfon in 
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wasa great concuffion, or, fhaking 
in. the empire and the church, 


great animofities, fevere contefts. 


and bloody battles in which many 
were flain., Thefe iffued in the ef- 
tablifhment.of proteftanifm,. when 
the witneffles ¢ flood upon their feet.’ 
By this a tenth part of. the city. 


fell, the church fuffered a.great 


diminution. of her extent, and the. 
anthority, terror and. revenues of. 
the pope were greatly reduced. 

2. This correfponds. with the 
time fpecified in the prophecy. 
Perhaps a fuperficial perufal of the 
prophecy may have produced a, 
belief, that this fcene completed. 
the prophecy of the witnefles and 
the reign of antichrift ; but will 
not a more critical examination 
give us a different view of it. 
Should we not reflect, that the 
witneffes rife in the fame character 
in which they were flain, as wit 
neffes ? Does not this imply, that 


his hiftory of Charles fifth, emperor of 


| Germany, fo forcibly dtcurs to mind on 


this oceafion, that I cannot fupprefs a 
brief narrative of it. The pope exaf- 
perated by the declamations of Luther 
againft him, refolved to terminate them 
by a violent effort. He accordingly . 
fent an armed force to apprehend antl 
put him to death. The eleé?or of Sax~ 
ony, being informed of this, privately 
difpatched a party to feize and. conduct 
him toa ftreng caftle. By this feafon- 
able artifice, he was refcued from the 
evilto which he was devoted; and for 


| three years, if 1 miftake not, effectual- 


ly fecured and fecreted. His difap- 
pearing in this fudden manner filled his 
friends and enemies with great confter- 
nation. He availed himfelf of this fe- 
cureretreat to profecute the work of 
reformation which he had commenced, 
by publishing many pieces to vindicate 
the truth, and expofe the tyranny and 
vices of the clergy, to the no {mall joy 
and confirmation of his friends, and the 
regret and confufion of his perfecutors, 
tho” heither of them knew where he 
was.—How really was this like afcency 
ing to heaven in @ cloud { 
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the term of their teftimony had 
not yet expired, that the days of 
their mourning were not yet end- 
ed, nor the beaft deftroyed ? In 
the earthquake only a tenth part 
of the city fell ; it confequently 
yet ftood in great ftrength. The 
{cene alfo exifted in the prefcribed 
period. It fhould exift while the 
witnefles performed, or were about 
to finifh, and yet within the time 
of their prophecy : and the ref- 
ormation, fo adverfe to the inter- 
eft of the beaft, and favorable to 
the caufe of the witnefles was re- 
mote from every period from 
which the reign of antichrift hath 
been computed. Tf we reckon 
from feven hundred fifty-fix, 
when the bifhop of Rome became 
atemporal prince, the lateft date, 
it gives usa term of much more 
than half the wholetime. If we 
compute from fix hundred, when 
he was. proclaimed univerfal. bifh- 
op, it removes the diftance much 
further ; and if the real date be 
earlier, which may not be improb- 
able, confidering that God’s tho’ts 
are high above the tho’ts of men, 
as the heavens are high above the 
earth, it will extend the diftance 
fo much further, and bring it fo 
much nearer the period, when the 
witneffes fhall. not prophecy in 
fackcloth any more 

3. This application is fupport- 
ed by fubfequent facts. It was 
obferved inthe preceding remark, 
that the terms imported a continu- 
ation of the conteft. The fcene 
itfelf fuggefts the power and fuc- 
cefs of the beaft, the fuppretfion 
of the witneffes, and the abject 
flate of their caufe ; with their 
revival and eftablifhment to the af- 
tonifhment. of their foes. This 
implies that the controverfy was 
not yet decided : That antichrift 
perfifted in exercifing his ufurped 
and impious power, and the wit- 
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nefles continued to -réthonftrate~ 
and teftify againfiit.. And hath: 
not the ftate of Chriftendom, from 


that period to the prefent time, 


been a continued demonftration of » 
it ? What perfecutions hath anti- 
chrift fince raifed to deftroy the 
witneffes,?. What artful ftratagems 
hath he devifed, what mighty ef- 
forts hath he made, to fubvert the = 
proteftant caufe and recover his. 
diminifhed authority and inflti- 
ence? And to what vigilance, for- 
titude, zeal and activity, have . 


the followers of the Lamb been 


called to prevent it? > sh wes 
May it not alfo be obfe 
with propriety, that the period of 
the reformation, appears to have. 
been the grand. crifis of the cons 
troverfy between the beaft and the. 
witnefles, or the myftery of ini+ 
quity and the perfecuted. and 
weeping caufe of Chrift.. Antes, 
cedent to that event the dragon: 
had perfecuted the feed of the: 
woman with unremitting cruelty 
and rage. |The flood-gates of in- 
fernal malicé and refentment had 
been opened upon them. The 
beaft. wore out the faints of the: 
Moft High with pains and tor~ 
tures; and they being forfaken 
and defolate fat on the ground. 
Zion faid, in the fpirit of defpond- 
ence, The Lord hath forfaken 
me, and my Lord hath forgotten 
me. But her cries and groans 
entered his moft pracious ear. He 
then awoke asa man out of fleep, 
and began to make bare his holy 
arm for her falvation. He then 
began to turn her captivity to her 
relief and joy, and the chagrin» 
and confufion of her foes.—Anale 
ogous to all his difpenfations, in 
fimilar cafes, he hath continued to. 
protect and will fupport her. As 
he then eminently began to avenge — 
his church of her adverfary, by 
what fignal interpofitions of his 
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providence, hath he been difcon- 
certéd and confounded, and fhe 
refeued, defended and preferved ? 
And now fhe is comparatively ex- 
alted, and he is humble and bro’t 
low. Do not the figns of the 
times, conftrain us to believe, 
that the way is rapidly preparing 
for her final and complete deliver- 
ance from him, and the period 
faft approaching, when he. fhall 
be fo totally deftroyed, that place 
fhall be found for him no more at 
all; when the witneffes fhall ex- 
change their afhes for beauty, and 
their fackcloth for the garments 
of joy and praife ? Whether the 
preceding be a true expofition 
and application of the prophecy, 
and if it be, whether it be fuffh- 
ciently manifeft from this illuftra- 
tion of it, fhall now be fubmitted 
- to the confideration® of the can- 
did and judicious. It fhall only 
be added, that this important, and 
affeGting fcene, concludes the 
contents of the little book. 
(To be continued. ) 
PEREGRINUS. 


For THE ConnectTicurT Evan- 
"GELICAL MAGAZINE. 
Meditations on Pfalm \xxvii. 3. I 
’ xemembered God and was trou- 
bled. Defigned to illuftrate the 
gueflion, * How is it, that the 
things of religion /hould meet with 
fuch diverfe moral feelings, at 


different times, among mankind.” 
NUMBER I. 
On the moral feelings of believers. 


ONG experience teaches, 

4 that pious men do not, 
uniformly, have the fame fenfe of 
religion. At one time, this im- 
portant fubjeé appears to engage 
the whole: man. At another, ‘it 
has little vifible impreffion on their 
minds. ‘Phey fink into firange 
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ftupidity, negligence and unfaith- 
fulnefs. Then they refle@ and 


| tremble,» and wonder what they : 


i 


have been doing. » The world 
gaze on the change, and aik, 
What is the matter now 2 What 
has befallen thefe zealous people 2 
Such a fcene prefents a myltery 
which men cannot eafily folve. 
But the feriptures will explain the 


difficulty, and remove it on ra- 


tional principles: © I remem- 
bered God and was troubled.’” 
“True, might the Pfalmift fay, 
great inconfiftence appears in my 
moral conduét. The réafon is, 
I do not fet God conftantly be- 
foreme. When He is before me, 
[ feel a folemnity which fenfibly 
flows thro’ all my thoughts, words 
and aétions. I make his hely 
law my delight. It is my medi+ 
tation all the day. But when 
God is out of fight, then, alas! 
I become infenfible of religion, 
join with the world, and fall into 
trouble.”? Such was the cafe of 
the Pfalmift. And as human na+ 
ture is the fame, and Chriftian ex 
perience fimilar, in all ages, this 
cafe will account for the different 
frames in which we find ourfelves. 
Vhe charatter of God, when 
clearly in view, will put a relig- 
ious folemnity on all objects; but 
when it is not, the things even of 
religion appear indifferent. To 
fee the force of this ftatement, it 
will be neceflary to obferve, That 
God’s moral character confitts in 
perfect holinefs: He lowes rights 
eoufne/s and hates iniquity. Tie has 
given a law which perfeftly har- 
monifes with his holy nature, and 
which admits of no moral exercifé 
but holinefs. This is evident 
from the uniform language and 
whole tenor of) the fcriptures, 
To correfpond with fuch a rule 
of moral exercifes, God has form- 


Ved us/with the capacity for moral 
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aétion.. We can perceive objects 
as they are fet before us, and have 
a choice with refpe@ to them— 
and we have a judgment of right 
and wrong, as applied to meral 
condu@, termed. the confcience, 

which, when. properly informed, 
will always dictate in favor of 
holinefs. . Hence, let God’s true 
character be bre’t into view, and 
his. holy law plainly fet before us, 
con{cience will readily appear on 
their fide. Let us conduct in 
conformity to this oly rude, and 
we fhall feel as conducting with 
confiftence. But let us deviate 
from the law, and conf{cience, on 
reflection, will as readily condemn 
us, yea feverely cenfure every fuch 
deviation. 

Such is the general capacity of 
mankind. They are capable of 
convidtions when the truths of 
God. are fairly exhibited before 
them. In addition to the above, 
believers are Lorn of God, being 
renewed by his fpirit in the fpirit 
of their minds, which gives them 
a fpiritual difcernment and. relifh 
for divine things. This qualifies 
them for feelings and convictions 
to whichnatural men are ftrangers. 
The difpofition of the heart in 
believers being ina good meafure 
attempered to holinefs, they can 
feel the holy nature and force of 
religion, When therefore, the 
things of God are brought into 
view, they muft feel according to 
the moral ftate in which the ob- 
jects of religion find them. To 
inftance 

On the one hand: Should the 
believer be confidered in an ordi- 
nary flate of obedience, and no 
impending judgment nigh, yet 


the character of God mutt appear |: 


every way folemnizing.: The di- 
vine fuperiority is calculated to 
infpire him with humility and felf 
abafement... “I have heard of 
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thee by the hearing’ of ‘the’ ears 
but now mine’ eye feeth thee. 
Wherefore I abhor myfelf,: and 
repent in duft and afhes.”” Job 
xl. 5, 6. Perhaps no confider- 
ation is better adapted to convince 
us of our nothingnefs before God, 
than this of his independent great- 
nefs and fuperiority. Such was 
the effe& it had on Job under his 
trials ; it filenced all his 'com- 
plaints, and fuch muft be theef- 
feét on every heneft heart. 

The confummate perfeftion of 
God’s' moral charaéter as holy, 
will fhow the believer his deficien-. 
cies and unworthinefs. ** Holy, 
holy, holy is the Lord» of «hofts. 
Then faid I, Wo is me! for I 
am undone; becaufe I ama man 
of unclean lips’; for mine ‘eyes 
have feen'the King, the Lord of 
hofts.”’ Ifaiah vi. 1—5. ‘The 
law of God, as above ftated, may 
be confidered as. forming a‘per- 
fect glafs to afcertain*moral exer- 
cifes. It requires a perfeGt per- 
fevering obedience on the penalty 
of endlefs punifhment. True, re- 
pentance and faith are admitted as 
conditions of life through Jefus 
Chrift the mediator. However, 
it is on this ground that thefe ex. 
ercifes be the offspring of holinefs. 
They muft have their feat in the 
heart renewed and fantified by 
the fpirit of God. The law, 
therefore, will point out all the 
defedts, unfaithfulnefs and fpots 
of believers. Who’ then, alas ! 
can look into it and not tremble ? 

The fame view will wake up 
the {pirit of devotion.“ And 
Mofes made hafte, and bowed his 
head toward the earth and wor- 
fhipped.”” - Exod. xxxiv. ‘8: 

On the other hand: Should 
impending judgment’ hang over 
us, the feelings of believers will 
be thoroughly alarmed. At’ firft 
view this. may feem a paradox, 
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Why fhould: the remembrance of 
God difturb the breafts of his dear 
children?» Do they not rejoice to 
have him before them? They do. 
Still they are not exempt from 
very great anxieties and dread. 
They cordially believe the religion 
of the fcriptures. They know 
that Godis as holy as thefe facred 
writings reprefent, and will care- 
fully fulfil all his promifes and 
threatenings, This makes every 
honeft heart tremble. | «« My flefh 
trembleth for fear of thee, and I 
am afraid. of thy judgment.” 
Pfalm ¢xix. 120. Who, alas! 
can ftand before Jehovah! ‘The 
heavens are‘not clean in his fight. 

When God lifts up his hand, 
it is natural for believers to be 
jealous. of themfelves, left. they 
have imbibed thehypocrite’s hope, 


being fenfible of the exceeding. 


deceitfulnefs of the human heart. 
They themfelves are not exempt 
from its treachery. They are 
likewife fenfible, that. darknefs 
and afflictions do not {pring out of 
theduft.. There isa holy fuperin- 
tending providence over all events, 
efpecially their moral condudt. 
Thefe judgments, then, mutt have 
a caufe. The caufe may be fome 
great fin in believers themfelves, 
which muft be removed, before 
they can have ground to hope 
the hand of God will be with. 
drawn. All which will roufe 
them to tremble and inquire, 
« Lord, is it-1??? They will 
tremble, at leaft, if they have been 
unfaithful. 

The believer may, alfo, have 
aéted, fuch a part as to give fears 
that he muft be feparated from 
God ia the coming ftate. * Cait 
me not away from thy prefence.”’ 
Pfalm li. 11. This thought is 
truly infupportable. 

He. is alfo jealous left he may 
have acted fo as to be difappoint- 
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ed in'the enjoyment of fome fu- 
ture good, which he had: been 
anxioufly expecting. This was 
feelingly verified in the cafe of 
Mofes at the waters of ftrife. He 
ardently wifhed to lead Ifrael into 
Canaan: But God denied his rea 
queit. « I befought the Lord 
at that time, faying, O Lord, 
thou haft begun to fhow thy fer- 
vant thy greatnefs—I pray thee, 
let me go over and fee the good 
land that is beyond Jordan—But 
the Lord was wroth with me for 
yourfakes,and would not hearme.’” 
This eminent fervant of God did 
not honor his facred name at the 
waters of {trife, and it was follow- 
ed with fuch fatal confequences. 
One misftep is of a ferious nature. 

The Chriftian again trembles, 
left he have ufed the favors of 
heaven fo ungratefully as to be 
deprived of the future ufe of them. 
Such was the inftru@tive cafe of 
David refpe&ting his children. 
He committed adultery and mur- 
der. And tho? God forgave his 
fin, yet, to vindicate the rights of 
fociety and juflice, he fent fuch 
evils into the family of David, 
that ever after he had but little 
fatisfaction in his houfe. God 
can eafily embitter any enjoyment 
of ours, whenever we abufe the 
favor. 

The believer trembles, likewife, 
in a view of Zion, left God with- 
draw his fpirit and leave her to 
languifh ; while finners are har- 
dened to deftru@tion. Accordin g 
to the word of God we cannot 
live without the Holy Spirit. 
His departure, then, to a believer 
is worfe than death. “ Take not 
thy Holy Spirit from me.”? P&l. 
li, 11. ‘¢ And the piece wheres 
upon it rained. not, withered.” 
Amos iv. 7. The believer: is 
ready to apprehend the feene rif. 
ing before him. That as mer-: 
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cies have been abufed, fo, per- 
haps, Zion is about to experience 
a feafon of dreadful darknefs, 
+. Barrennefs and perfecution. Her 
<oways muft mourn, becaufe they 
come notup to her folemn featts!”? 


- Amore painful confideration toa | 


- benevolent heart can hardly be 
realized. - It mutt. give feelings 
which no ene ean imagine, unlefs 

“he have the fpirit of Jefus Chnft. 
«¢ Perhaps, too, unbelievers have 
finned away their day of grace, 
and mutt be veffels of wrath fit- 
ted to deftruGion.”’ Who can 
think of this-and feel unconcern- 
ed? The benevolent Jefus could 
weep over fuch expofed objects ; 
and rauft not all others who bear 


his image > How can any pre-, 


tend to be of his family, and yet 
aot aQtuated by his {pirit? <«< If 


any man have not the {pirit. of | 


Chrift, he is none of his,” 

"The believer has one more con- 
fideration for trembling, of as fe- 
rious a nature as any mentioned. 
Tt is this: The blood of others 
may be found in his fkirts. Thro’ 
unfaithfuluefs we may be inftru- 
mental of the damnation of others. 
he friends of Chrift, when care- 
tefs and lukewarm, may be guilty 
of fuch wickednefs. Unfaithful 
minifters, parents, friends and 
neighbors, may contract fuch erim- 
inality: Hence, when God frowns, 
the believer may well fay, ‘ It is 


poffible that thro’ my mifcondu, 


and unholy walk, fome precious 
immortals mutt li¢ down in ever- 
lafting burnings: !—I mutt, give 
aecount to God, and, alas! their 
blood. may be required at my 
hand !—Who,;) Oh}, who ! can 
ftand before God with fuch a had. 


as this! Deliver me from blood- 


guiltinefs, O: Gad,’ thou God of, 


my falvation.”? : No wender Da- 
vid ‘trembled | “No wondér believ- 
ers tremble, when they, remember 
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God. They wake up from a 
{cene of flumbering and ‘unfaith- 
fulnefs, and find the Lerd their 
God before them, having his rod, 
and will not let the difobedience 
of his people go unpunifhed— 
neither the hypocrite to efcape 
his vengeance. Thus the remem- 
brance of God mutt be alarming to 
awakened and. backfliding Chrif- 
tians at all times, but more efpe- 
cially when his judgments are a- 
broad, and when his fpirit revives 
his work. In_ the. laft cafe it is 
no ‘uncommon event for perfons 


that the friends of God fometimes 
appear to make httle or no ad- 
They 
flumber with the foolifh virgins, 


| and exhibit fuch characters as to 
bring a wound onthe caufe of the 


Redeemer.. ‘They wander, and 
by and by fall into trouble. Why 
is it fo? They do not remember 
the Lord their God as always. be- 
fore them. pc PR BERN i: 
The fame caufe, next to fallen 
nature, may be affigned for the 


| backfliding of profefling believers. 


—the little improvement of tal- 
ents and privileges for God in the 
Chriftian-world—and for the aw- 
ful troubles which arife in confe- 
quence. When God is out of 


fight, we are Jaid open to all the 
deluding {nares of fin, Satan and 


the world. Vhefe never fail to 
improve.the opportunity as pre- 
fented, to lead ug out of the path 
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_of holinefs.. In fuch an expofed 
“fituation the ‘proficiency of Chrif- 
tians cannot be great. They need 
the whole armour, of God. ’ 
~. Belides : This forgetfulnefs of 
God muit cut off the believer 
from all pleas to excufe his un- 
proftablenefs in religion, and faf- 


ten the blame: wholly on himfelf: 


Why is he not more holy and 
weaned from the world ?—more 
faithful to God and men ?—and 
more like one who is a humble 
_eandidate’ for the holy and de- 
lightful employments of heaven? 

_ The mifchief is, his eye 1s turned 
off from Ged; the centre of at- 
traction, and is deeply captivated 
with diverfe vanities. | Hence, 
when the remembrance of God ve- 
turns, he has nothing to fay: He 
finks into trouble. 

_ An important queftion may 2- 
rife here, which it will not be 
amifs to anfwer. ‘Why is not 


the believer, in his remembrance of. 


God, utterly overcome with def- 


pair? He has no excufe for his 


fin, and he is exceedingly crimi- 
pal.?? The anfwer is, “ He would 
be overwhelmed, were it not for 


the confideration, There is an ad-" 


vocate with the Father, even Fefus 
Chrift the righteous.” ‘This ts his 
refort, his fheet anchor to fupport 
his fpirits under prefent troubles. 
The fame will be his fupport and 
defence in the day of judgment. 
Otherwife, he would fink into the 
’ glooms of endlefs defpair. Such 
an anchor is fufficient ; it is fure 
and ftedfaft, and entereth into 
that within the vail, where no 
evil can intrude. If fo, how un- 
rateful muft be all forgetfulnefs 
of Chrift in believers, and all dif- 
refpe&t fhewn to his perfon and 
intereft !’ How ought Chriftians 
to live, Chrift living in them ! 
- Finally ; the fame caufe will 
account for the vifible ftate of the 
Vou. II. No. 11. 
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| church:in: the pat, prefent and 


future ages of her trial... When 
God is remembered, fhe on the 


‘| whole° eminently prefpers. . But 


this cannot he fuid of “her when 
the forgets her Lord and, Re- 
deemeri-—In‘times of revival \fhe 


| is. ‘greatly agitated, humbled, a- 


mended and enlarged... Previous 
to a ftate of profperity, fhe has 
trouble like the. billows» of the 
ocean. How great thefe will be, 
preceding the: millenium, the pro- 
phet reprefents’in this defcriptive 
fcene; Zech: xii. 10. “ And 
they fhall look upon him whom 
they ‘have pierced, and they: fhall - 
mourn for him as one mourneth 
for an only fon; and fhall be in 
bitternefs for him, as. one is in 
bitternefs for a firft-born. And 
in that day there fhall be a great 
mourning in Jerufalem, as the 
mourning of Hadadrimmon in the 
valley of Megiddon. And the 
land fhall moura ‘every family 
apart—All the families. that re- 
main, every: family apart, and 
their wives apart.) What now 
would be the fhock, were the re- 
membrance of God thoroughly im- 
preffed’on the minds of Chriftians 
every where?) I believe, it would 
open a fcene before the world as 
furprifing as ever has been fince 
the church was’ firft planted. on 
the earth. Would we efcape the 
form, we mutt fet God always 
before us, and live as becomes the 
gofpel. Then'the remembrance of 
God, inftead of giving pain, will 
begin a heaven of holy enjoyment, 
which will increafe, and ripen up 
into the full enjoyment of God in 


| his blifsful prefence forevermore. 


(To be continued. i} 
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Sor the righteous 3 and the tranf-| tion. The precious life of Chrilt 
grefor for the upright” _ was given a ranfom ; and. he did 
jee ee _ | at voluntarily—he was moved to 
EW paffages in the holy | do it from love, from his infinite 
: _.fcriptures have oftener been | compafiion. The wicked are 1m 
propofed for explication than this. | proved as a ranfom for the right- 
It contains two claufes, which are | cous, they pay Prices for their 
evidently of the fame import ; the | redemption, when they do ‘not 
idea being exprefled in different | mean fo, neither do their hearts 
language to give it the more em-| think fo. They are in God’s 
phafis and weight.’ In fome parts | hands—they are his property, and 
of the infpired writings, efpecially | he often improves them to pro- 
in the book, of Pfalms, repetitions | mote the temporal and eternal 
of this kind are not uncommon.— | happinefs of his dear people. In 
It.will’ be neceflary in. the firft | his providence, he has made it ap- 
place to afcertain the meaning of | pear, that their property, their 
the word ranfom. This word, as | talents, and their lives, are at his 
ufed by the infpired writers, gen- | difpofal, and that he has a right 
erally means a price paid for re-| to make ufe of them for the pre- 
demption. Thus Chrift is faid | feryation, the fafety, and the en- 
to give his life a ranfom for many | largement, of his holy and fpirit- 
and to give his life a ranfom | ual kingdom on earth. _Numerous 
for all. "The; idea communicat- | as the wicked have been in the 
ed is this—Chrift. gave his own | patt ages of the world, and nume. 
life, asa price paid for the redemp- | rous as they are now, and as they 
tion of finners. ..No perfon can probably will be in ages to come, 
be faid to be given.as a ranfom for | God will not eventually lofe honor 
another, unlefs he be improved as | and glory by them. He will 
a mean of working deliverance, | make it appear that he was wife in 
fafety, or redemption for another. | their creation, and in permitting 
The way is now prepared to} their apoftacy and perfeverance in 
ftate the great difficulty contained | rebellion. He will make the 
in the paffage under confideration | wrath of man praifé him. . That 
—How.can the wicked be a ran- | the wicked are given a ranfom for _ 
fom,..a fubftitute, or a mean of | the righteous, or improved as a 
bringing about the redemption of | mean of promoting their fafety, 
the 1ighteous ?—How can: the! and bringing about their redemp- 
tranfgreflor be improved to ad-! tion, will be proved by adverting 
vance the good, yea the eternal} to inftances recorded. in facred 
falvation of the upright? _ If we hiftory. Thefe inftances are nu- 
can give rational and feriptural | merous ; the following only will 
an{wers to thefe.queftions, we| be mentioned, _ : 
can folve all the difficulties which 1. The Egyptians were. given 
can be propofed from the paflage | a ranfom for God’s people, the 
before.us. defcendants of Abraham... It is 
The wicked do-not atone forthe truly wonderful to meditate on the 
ins of the righteous, as Chrift has | wifdom, power and foyereignty of 
done, by his fufferings and death | God in this inftance. He made 
neither do they ever intention- | ufe of the labor, the property and 
ally pay any ‘price, not even the | the lives of this heathen people 
jealt, to bring about their redemps ! for the good of his chofen people, 
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the Fews. He gave the Egyp- 


‘tians plenty, that the church | 
might be fupported through. their | 


means, and by their hands; and 


that in this way the former might — 


beome aranfom for the latter. 
Doubtlefs God had power to 
preferve and fupport Ifrael in the 
— Jand of Canaan; but to make 
difplays of his holy fovercignty, 
he chofe that they fhould be fed 
and nourifhed in Egypt. Infinite 
wifdom devifed means to accom- 
plith this,—and the means were 
fuch as Ifrael would never have 


thought of. Jofeph, the favorite” 


fon of Jacob, was hated and fold 
by his brethren, to be carried as 
a flave into Egypt, to prepare the 
way for that heathen people to 
make out a ranfom for the right- 
eous. Here God gave him favor, 
‘and brought him before the king. 
Tt was fo ordered in providence, 
that Pharaoh fhould have very ex- 
traordinary dreams, fuch as greatly 
troubled him, and that Jofeph 
fhould give fuch an interpretation 
of them, as deeply to imprefs the 
mind of Pharaoh with its truth. 
In confequence of which Pharaoh 
gave orders, that the feven years 
of plenty fhould be faithfully and 
induftrioufly improved in laying 
up ftores; which, as it afterwards 
appeared, were to be improved as 
‘a ranfom for God’s people. To 
preferve the church was the great 
end providence had in view, in 
difpoting the Egyptians to labor 
and toil fo abundantly, and to 
heap together fuch vait treafures 
of wealth. God made. Pharaoh 
efteém and admire Jofeph, which 
paved the way for the treafures of 
the heathen to be opened, and 
voluntarily opened, for the fup- 
port of a people among whom 
God had fet up his holy and fpi- 
ritual kingdom. Here we behold 
the wicked paying a price for the 
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prefervation of a kingdom, in 
which they did not with to be in- 
terefted. A holy and fovereign 
God gave their labor, and their 
wealth, a ranfom for! the righte-. 
ous. Inthe chain of events, to 
which I have ‘now alluded, and 
which brought falvation’ to the 
church, there were many links, in 
themfelves myfterious, and painful 


beyond all expreffion ; “but Jo- 


| feph faw, in every one, the hand 


and the wifdom of Ged. He ac- 
knowledged it to his brethren, 
when their minds were perplexed 
and embarrafled, in reflecting on 
the bafe and criminal part, which 
they had aéted. “ As for you ye 
thought evil againft me ; but God 
meant it unto good, to bring to pafs 
as at this day, to fave much people 
alive.”? Jofeph plainly intimated 
as much, as that the labor and 
wealth of the wicked and idola- 
trous Egyptians were given aran- 
fom for Ifrael. 

For the fame purpofe their Aves 
were eventually given. Pharaoh, 
after beholding a feries of mira- 
cles, exhibited in moft pointed 
judgments againft himfelf, was 
cut off and all his hoft, for the 
fake of God’s chofen people. It 
is true nothing more came upon 
them than what they deferved, 
and fully deferved ; yet they were. 
cut off, at this time, for the fake 
of the righteous—they were given 
a ranfom for them. In this light’ 
the Pfalmift celebrated their de- 
ftru@tion, in the 136th Pfalm— 
To him which divided the Red Sea 
into parts ; for his mercy endureth 
forever. And made Tfrael to pafs 
through the midjl of it's for bis 
mercy endureth forever. But over- 
threw Pharaoh and his hoff in the 
Red Sea :¢ for his mercy endureth 
forever. Here the awful event of 
overthrowing Pharach and his 
‘ho in the Red Sea, confiftng 
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probably of many thoufands.of 
fouls, is called a manifeftation—a 
difplay of God’s mercy. How 
could this be ? It may be anfwer- 
ed, they were given a ran/om for 
the righteous. Their defrudion 
was the /alvation. of God’speople. 


In the 43d chapter of Ifaiah this _ 


event is fpoken of in language, 
which perfe&tly correfponds with 
the plain and literal fenfe of the 
portion of {cripture, now propofed 
for explication.—for J am the 
Lord thy God, the holy One of Lf 
vael, thy Saviour: I-gave Egypt 
for thy ranfom, Ethiopia and Seba 
for thee. Since thou waft precious 
in my fight, thou haft been honorable, 
and I have loved thee : therefore, 
will T give men for thee and people 
for thy life. When we hear God 
faying to the church, as we do in 


this paflage, J gave Egypt for thy. 
ranfom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee 


and that becaufe thou art precious, T 
will give men for thee, and people 
for thy life—when we hear God 


faying this to the church, we need 


not hefitate in determining how 
the wicked fhall be a tranfom for 


the righteous, and the tranfgrel- | 


for for the upright. 

2. The ancient mhabitants of 
Canaan were given a ranfom for 
God’s church. 
rous and powerful, God made 
them’ feel, as if they had no 
ftrength to ftand before Tfrael. 
Rahab, the harlot, acknowledged 
to the {pies béfore the children of 
Sfrael made their appearance, that 
their land, their wealth, their ci- 
ties which, perhaps, they had been 
hundreds of years in building, and 
even ‘their lives, were piven by 
God to Tfrael. She had heard 
of- God’s giving the wicked a ran- 
fom for the righteous, and advert- 
ed to inftances which. had come 
to her knowledge,—and. the had 
faith that he would do it again, 
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This was truly.the cafe, though . 
fhe, with her heufe, was faved by. 
faith, It.ought, however, ito be. 
obferyed, that the Canaanites, by. 
their grofs idolatry -and .wicked- . 
nefs, deferyed all this... The. inix 
guity of the Amorite was)full, 
and a holy. and fovereign God 
gave all they poffeffed to his peo-.. 
ple—not becaufe his, people had. - 
deferved it, for to themiit was a 
difplay of marvellous grace...) 4: 
3. While the, greateft..part of.» 
the Canaanites. were cut, off for > 
the fake of the church, fome were. - 
left to prove them, .and)to -pro- 
mote their redemption in. this 
way. This part.of.God’s won-.. 
derful providence is mentioned in 


| the 3d Chap. of Judges... Now 


thefe are the nations which the Lord - 
left to prove Lrael by them, even 
as many of Ifrael as had not known 
all the wars of Canaan; only that ’ 
the generations might know to teach —— 
them war, at the leaf, fuch as be- 
fore knew ‘nothing thereof ;) name- 
ly five lords of the Philiflines, and 
all the Canaanites, and the Sidoni- 
ans, and the Hivites that dwelt in 
Mount Lebanon, from Mount Ba- 
al-hermon into the entering in of 
Hamath. And they were'to prove 
Lfrael by them, to know whether 
they would hearken unto the com- 
mandments of the Lord, which he 
commanded their fathers by the hand 
of Mofes. Thus a holy and fove- 
reign God faved fome of the Phi- 
lillines alive for the fake of ‘his 
people, to be inftruments of try- 
and proving ‘their “faith. 
Strily fpeaking,: thefe very. na- 
tions that were faved alive, as well. - 
as thofe which were cut off, were 
given a ranfom for the righteous. 
God made ufe of them’ for. the 
good of his people... How un- 
fearchable are his judgments, and 
his ways pait findingout || 
4. The feriptures furnith us, . 
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with inftances of God’s plunging 


the wicked into the fame evils, 


which they had malicioufly plot- 
ted to ‘bring on the righteous ; 


and, “in this way, they are given’ 


aranfom for them. In the reign 
of Ahafuerus, the Perfian, a de- 
cree was obtained, and ratified by 
the king, that on a certain day all 
the Jews fhould be flain by the 
fword. This being a decree of 
the king, and fealed with his fig- 
net, it appeared impoffible, in the 
eye of reafon, to prevent its exe- 
cution. » But a holy God pre- 
vented it ; foron the very fame 
day in which the Jews were to be 
cut off, their wicked enemies were 
given a ranfom forthem. The 
righteous were delivered out of 
of trouble, and the wicked came 
in his fteady=** «> 


In the days of the prophet Da- 
niel, a fimilar event took place. 


The enemies of Daniel obtained a. 


. decree, which was. defigned to 
bring about his deftruétion ; but 


the very fame decree effeéted their ' 


own deftruGtion. Righteous Da- 
niel was delivered out of trouble, 
and the wicked came in his ftead. 


And the king commanded, and they . 


broughé thofe men which had accu) 
ed Daniel, and they caf them into 
the den of lions, them, their children, 
and their wives, and the lions had 


the mafrery of them, and brake all. 


their bones in pieces, or ever they 
came at the bottom of the den. Here 
we fee God gave the wicked a ran- 
fom for the righteous. 


5. Lhe feriptures -fpeak of a. 
time, when all the wicked, in-eve._ 


ry part of the world, will give 
place to the righteous. -God will 
give this‘ whole-earth to his peo- 
ple. 
this, at's probable’ that thoufands 
and millions of the wicked ‘will be 
out off, “In'many inftances, they 
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probably, will be the exegutioners 
of each other. Nation will rife 
up againft nation, and they will 
bite and devour one another. The 
meek willinherit the earth, The 
wicked will be given a ranfom for 
them, or, in other words, the 
wicked will be removed from their 
poficfiions to make way for God’s 
people, the church, Therefore, . 
it is faid in the 37th Plalm— For 
yet a little while, and the wicked 
Seall not be + yea thou Jhalt diligent. 
ly confider his place, and it Joall not 
be. But the meck fhall inherit the 
earth : and fball delight themfelves 
in the abundance of peace. Mott 
ftnkingly is the fame idea expref- 
fed in the prophecy of Daniel— 
And the kingdom and dominion, and 
the greatnefs of the kingdom under 
the whole heaven, foall be given to 
the people of the Saints of the Moff 
High, whofe kingdom is .an ever- 
lafting kingdom, and all dominions 
Soall ferve and obey him. The 
time is coming, when it will ap- 
peat to be emphatically true, that 
the wicked are given a ranfom for 
the righteous, and the tvanfgreffor 
for the upright.. The wicked are 
now making many improvements 
by which the righteous are now 
benefitted and swill-be mare. pecu- 
liarly fo in the days of the millen- 
nium, when the wicked will not 
be feen on the earth. 

‘6. In the folemn day.of ac- 
counts, it will appear -that. all 
things were madeto fubferve the 
intereft.of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom, and this will be enjoyed by 
the righteous. The Lord hath 
‘made the righteous.and the wick- 
ed for himfelf, and ‘by them he 
will glorify himfelf.. And.as the 
righteous ave ierefled in his glory, 
it ymay be faid the wickednefs of 
the wicked will be over-ruled for 
the advancement of ‘their future 


happinefs and glory. All things 
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will work together for the good 
of God’s people. In the great 
day, the righteous will fee the 
following words of the apoftle ve- 
¥ified—All things are'yours + whe- 
ther Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, 
or the world, or life, or death, or 
things prefent, or things to come; 
all are yours ; and ye are Chrif’s 
and Chrift is God's. 
LEVI. 
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Religious Intelligence. 


To rHE Epirors oF THE Con- | 


necticur EvanceLicat Ma- 
GAZINE. 


S cold water to a thirity 
foul, fo is good news from 
afar country. Men whofe hearts 
delight in praying for Jerufalem, 
will rejoice in her profperity. 
Knowing that the good people in 
different parts of New-England, 
have for feveral years contribnted 
Liberally for the fupport of mif- 
fions to the new fettlements and 
to the heathen ; and believing it 
will gratify their feelings, glad- 
den their hearts and ftimulate to 
fature: exertions; it has been 
tho’t expedient to communicate 
for publication the following ftate- 
ment of facts and circumitances 
relating to the religious intereft 
of this:part of the country. © 
The military grants, fo called, 
included in the counties of Onon- 
daga and Cayuga, is a tract of 
country about feventy miles in 
fength and fifty in breadth ; and 
contains probably at prefent about 
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30,000 inhabitants; who have fet-_ 


tled in this country in the courfe 


of about twelve years. Before 
the firt of Oetober lat, “there 
was one re{pediable minifter of the 
Dutch reformed church ahd a 


Emax) 
number of Baptift elders fettled 


}on this tra& ; but none of the 


Congrégational or Prefbyterian 
order, On the fixth of October 
I was inftalled over the church of 
Chrift in this town, by a council 
of Congregationaland Prefbyterian 
minifters. On the fifth of Janu- 
ary laft the Rev. ‘Hugh Wallis 
was inftalled over the church on 
the weft hill in Pompey. And 
on the fecond inftant the Rev. Na- 


| than B. Darrow was ordained over 


the church in Homer. 

In each of thefe places the 
churches are refpe€table for num- 
bers, their confeffions of faith are 
diftinguifhing on the doétrines of 
grace ;-and they have been unani- 
mous in their calls to their refpec- 
tive paftors to fettle with them. 
And the focieties in thofe towns 
have prefented competent terms of 
fupport to their’refpedctive minif- 
ters. "The councils on’ thofe or- 
dination occafions were harmoni- 
ous among themfelves on the im- 
portant points of the Chriftian re- 
ligion ; and, in their examinations 
of the candidates they entered 
with precifion into their experi- 
mental acquaintance with the truth 
and power of religion, as well as 
into their do¢trinal knowledge and 
f{entiments in theology. tye 

The appropriate exercifes on 
thofe occafions were folemn and 


interefting, efpecially ‘to thofe 


more immediately concerned, and 


| many of the dear children of God 


were filled with great joy for what 
they faw. There was experien- 
ced, as 1 truft, at thofe times, a 
good degree of the divine* pref- 
ence—of the {pint of love and 
prayer ; and many will praife God 
to all eternity for the wonders of 
his goodnefs and grace which he 
has manifefted amongit us. To 
view the wildernefs which fo late- 
ly fat folitary now eminently be- 
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come a fruitfal, feld—to confider 
the yell of beafts and favage men | 


fucceeded by the heavenly and 
harmonious praifes of Ged and 
the Lamb-—to view. churches 
formed, minifters fettled and all 
conducted, with religious’ order, 
peace and love, muft prefent an 
animating and grateful profped 
to the diftant beholder. It. cer. 
tainly warms the hearts of thofe 
of us who have been eye-witneffes 
of thefe things. “ The Lord 
hath. done great things for us, 
whereof we are glad.” 
Notwithftanding it be a truth 
that God worketh all things ac- 
cording to the counfel of his own 


will, yet he works by fuch ways | 


aud means as beft to anfwer his 
purpofe and moftt fully to bring 
into view his charaéter. We have 
no. reafon to believe that thefe 
pleafing circumflances would have 
taken place as they have, if it had 


not been for thofe important mif. | 


fionary efforts which have been 
-made in ourcountry. Many who 
have contributed for the fupport 
of miffions may now view numbers 
of their friends, brethren and chil- 
dren uniting with them in the 
fame religious obfervance of pray- 
er, public worfhip and ordinances 
of the gofpel. This they could 
not have done had they withheld 
their contributions. or reftrained 
their prayers on miffionary fub- 
jects. 'Thefe circumttances were 
viewed fo important and the ac- 
count of them fo acceptable to 
the pious readers of the Magazine, 
that the Ecclefiaftical Council ‘at 
Homer on. the 2d. inftant voted 
unanimoufly, That, to gladden 
‘¢ the. hearts. of our Chriftian 
‘s brethren. with a view of our re- 
‘© ligious profperity in this part 
“* of the country, the Rev, Da- 
«* vid Higgins make out and for- 
‘© ward to the Editors of the 
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Conneticut Evangelical Mag. 
‘azine, a fuccin& account of the 
inftallation at ALurelius. and 
‘Pompey and of the ordination 
“< in. this place, to be publifhed. 
by them, if they fee caufe.’? 
Tn compliance with the foregoing 
vote, I make to:you the {tatement 


“6s 


of thefe animating events concerne 


ing the growing itate of religion 
amongitus. AndI would further 


| add, that there are already formed 


in-the above mentioned trad of 
country, three prefbyterian and: 
fourteen congregational churches, 
all of which I believe to be in a 
itate of flourifhing harmony. 

But natwithitanding our pref- 
ent profperity, there is ftill room 
and great calls for miffionary af- 
fiftance on this ground. Many 
churches and focieties are yet 
incompetent to fupport. gofpel 
preachers ; and two or three min- 
itters who are fixed to particular 
places can do but little, in their 
occafional viiits abroad, over fuch 
an extenfive territory. The fuc- 
cefs which has attended paft ex- 
ertions, and the uniform fervor of 
gratitude expreffed by the good 
people in thefe fettlements, we 
hope may have a claim on the fue 
ture exertions, benevolence and. 
prayers of our pious friends in the 
old fettlements, and efpecially. oa 
thofe who have a principal agency 
in the direction of the miffions. 

That miflionary exertions: and 
prayers may yet abound more and 
more, and that fuccefs may attend 
all fuch exertions, is the prayer of 
your friend and fervant in Chritt, 

DAVID HIGGINS, 
Aurelius, State of N. York, 
Feb. 14, 1803. 


Extra of a letter to one of the Edt: 
tors, from his correfpondent ia 
Rutland ( Weft Society) Vermont, 
dated February t7, 1803. 
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. « THE Lord has of late made 


and isnow making furprifing man- 
ifeftations of his love and power 
among us, in fubduing the hearts 
of finners to the {eeptre of Jefus. 
The attention of people is greatly 
called up to the things of religion. 
It is fuch a time as I never faw 
before. We have conferences al- 
moft every evening, In one part of 
the parifh or another. Our meet- 
ings are folemn—There are no 
outcries—but it feems Ike’ the 
«s ftill, fmali voice.”? Numbers of 
thofe who, to appearance, were 
the farthelt- from religion, are 
now rejoicing in God. Some-~ 
times the work feems as/if- it 
would earry all before it. . Oppo- 
fition has been made in various 
ways, but, as-yet, to appearance, 
has been totally invain. In Pitts- 
ford, the town north of this,/a 
fimilar work began about? fix 
months ago—fince which time 
about 100 have made public pro- 
feffion of religion, in that place. 
The firft vifible appearance of 
this work among us, was about 
the middle of November. In 
January, upwards of 20 joined 
with the church, and more than a 
dozen ftand as candidates for ad- 
miffion. ‘Thus, after 18 years of 
deadnefg and darknefs, we have 
really a time of refrefhing; for 
when the Lord builds up Zion he 
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appears in his glory.—We need 
the prayers of Zion, and reft ‘af- 
fered of them if fhe is not upon 
her lees.” : ex 


POETRY. 
COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL. 


On ihe uncertainty of Life. ae 


i HEN the glad fun illumes the 

Saige BL ann = Me 
And pours the morning ray; * 

The blufhing rofe perfumes the air, 
And beautifies the day. 


2. But e’er he gains the midway line, 
The flower is crop’d and dies 5) 

Its fragrance loft, its beauty gone, - 
Beneath the foot it les. 


3. Thus thoughtlefs man fpeeds on his 


way, 
Unmindful of his doom ; 

But one fhort hour arrefts his courfe, 
And hurls him to the tomb. 


4. With anguifh’d hearts, from earthly 
joys ; 
Sinners reluctant go 5 
And urg’d by juftice deep they plunge 
In endlefs, hopelefs wee. 


5. But reft in hope, ye pious few! 
And traft a faithful God ; 

Your finful natures fhall be cleans’d, 
Wath’d in a Saviowr’s blood. 


6. You'll leave thefe empty, fading 
fcenes, 
And fly te worlds above 5. 
There ever dwell at God’s right hand, 
Abforb’d in joy and love. — 


Donations to the Miffionary Society of Conneéticut. 


A friend of miffions, 7 ‘ 
Solomon Everett of Symfbury, 
A, friend cf miffions, : 


- Conneticut 


Evangelical Magazine. 


[PUBLISHED ACCORDING TO ACT OF CONGRESS. ] 


———» — 


“Vou. III] 


Aitempts to propagate the gofpel a- 
_mong the Indians in New-Eng- 
land, Se. 

[Continued from p. 370. ] 
NUMBER VIII. 
CHAPTER IT: 

EAR the clofe of the pre- 
ceding number an account 
was given of the firft conference 
of Mr. Eliot, and his companions 
with an affembly of Indians in the 
vicinity of Roxbury ; and of the 
encouragement’ he met with to 
purfue the work he had begun. 
This fir vific was on 28th of 
Oober, 1646. 
- Upon the 11th of November 
following, they gave the Indians 
another meeting by appointment, 
and found a larger company met 
together than before. Mr. Eli- 
ot began firft with the. children, 
and taught them thefe three quef- 
tions and anfwers: Q. 1. Who 
made you, and all the world? A. 
» God.—Q. 2. Who do you expect 
~»~fhould fave you from fin, and hell ? 
7) gAt Jefus Chrift. Q. 3. How 
many commandments has God 
given you to keep? A. ‘Ten. 
He afterwards preached about 
Vor. III. No. 12. 
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an hour to the whole company 
concerning the nature of God, 
and the neceflity of faith in Jefus 
Chrift for the procuring his favor. 
He informed them likewife of 
what Jefus Chrift had done, and 
fuffered for the falvation of fin- 
ners, and what dreadful judg- 
ments they muft expe, if they 
negleéted the falvation which was 
now offered tothem. The whole 
company appeared very ferious ; 
and after fermon, liberty being 
given them to afk any queftions 
for their information ; an old man 
prefently flood up, and with tears 
in his eyes, afked, ‘¢ Whether it 
was not too late for fuch an old 
man, as he, who was near death, 
to repent, and feek after God ?”” 
Another afked, ‘‘ how the Lngli/a 
came to differ fo much from the 
Indians in their knowledge of 
God, and Jefus Chrift, fince they 
had all, at firft, but one Father 2”? 
Another enquired, ‘ How it came 
to pafs, that. fea water was falty 
and river water frefh ?? Another, 
‘«s That if the water was higher 
than the earth, how it comes to 
pats, that-it does not overflow all 
the earth??? Mr. Eliot and his 
friénds {pent feveral hours in an- 
K kk 
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Attempts to Chriftianize the Indians.” 


{Jus Ey 


4 
fwering thefe, and fome other | plied foon, not only with his 
queftions, and in the evening re- | grammar, but with catechifms, 


turned home ; the Indians telling 
them, that <“ they did much 
thank God for their coming, and 


for what they had -heard ; they | 


were wonderful things to them.’”* 

Upon the 26th of the fame 
month, they met the Indians a 
third time ; but the company was 
not fo numerous as before, be- 
caufe the Powows had diffuaded 
them from coming to hear the 
Englifh minifters, and threatened 
others with death ; but thofe, 
that were prefent appeared to be 
very ferious, and feemed to be 
touched with Mr. Eliot’s fermon. 
Two or three days after this 
meeting, Wampas, a wife, and 
fage Indian, with two of his com- 


t 


panions, came to the Englifh, and 
defired to be admitted into fome | 


of their families: He brought his 
fon, and two or three other In- 
dian children with him, begging 


they might be educated in the > 


Chriftian faith, which the Englith 
granted. 
all that were prefent, offered their 
children to be catechifed and in- 
ftructed by the Englith. 

Mr. Eliot’s care for the {piritu- 
al good of the Indians appeared 
in the cleareft point of light by 
the pains he took, as fpeedily as 
his other labors would permit, to 
tranflate the bible, and other books 
upon religious, and moral fubjects 
into their language. I do not 
learn, from any writings in my 
hands, at. what time he began to 
tranflate the facred {criptures, or 
any other books upon divine fub- 
jects : But as fchools were infti- 
tuted at an early period, after the 
commencement of his miffion ¢ it 
feems probable that they were fup- 


* Neale’s hift. of N. England, vol, 
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At the next meeting | jyq publifhing the above books. 


and other fmall treatifes in their 
own tongue. ‘T'ranflating the bi~ 
ble was a work of great labor ; 
but great as it was, he was wil- 
ling to endure it for the fpiritual 
benefit of his Indians—detefting 
the dogtrine of the Romifh church, 
that ‘ ignorance is the mother of 
devotion’’; and fully fenfible, how 
neceffary it was, that the natives 
fhould have the holy writings in 
their hands, that they might make 
better progrefs in acquiring Chrif- 
tian knowledge, and fo be un- 
der better advantages of becoming 
rooted and grounded in the faith. 
Mr. Neale obferves, that Mr. 
Ehot tranflated into the Indian 


| language, primers, catechifms, the 


praGtice of piety, Mr. Baxter’s 
call to the unconverted, feveral of 
Mr. Shepherd’s compofures, and 
at Jength* the bible itfelf, which 


* There appears to ‘be a differenee 
between Dr. Mather, and Mr. Neale, 
with refpec&t to the time of tranflating 
‘The 
latter feems to reprefent, that a num- 
ber of fmall books were tranflated, and 
publithed, before the bible was com-: 
pleated and printed. Dr. Mather’s 
words are, “The bible being juftly 
made the /eader of all the reft, a little 
Thdian library quickly followed : For be= 
fides primers and grammers, &c. we 
quickly had the Practice of Piety in 
the Indian tongue” &c. 


Tt feems rather improbable, that 
when fchools were fet up, as they were 
at an early period after Mr. Eliot’s 
miffion began, he fhould negle& for 
eighteen years, or more, to publith for 
the ufe of fchools, as well as private 
families, any {mall books of divinity in 
the Indian language, as he was fo good 
a mafter of it, and fo heartily engaged 
to promote their inftrution and. edifi- 
cation. [It is rather to be fuppofed, 
that Dr, Mather, through inadvertence, 
made a miftaken reprefentation—an 
error, from which it may be prefumed, 
few, or none, who write much, are, 
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was printed the firft time, at Cam- 
bridge, near Bolton, in the year 
1664: and, a little after Mr. El- 
jot’s death, a fecond time, with 
the correCtions of Mr. John Cot- 
ton, minifter of Plymouth. 


‘Mr. Eliot was very fenfible of 
the importance of fchools, to pro- 
mote the great end he had in view. 
He quickly procured this benefit 
for the natives. Many of them 
made laudable proficiency in read- 
ing and writing ; and fome of 
them applied themfelves to the 
itudy of the learned languages— 
were admitted into Harvard Col- 
lege ; and one of them was gra- 
duated. By the advantage of 
fchools, and the affiftance they ob- 


tained from the miffionaries, fun- 


dry of them were, after a feafon, - 


qualified to be profitable inftruc- 
-tors of their countrymen. 


Mr. Eliot deemed it neceflary, 
as foon as might be, to take the 
Indians off from their wild way of 
living, and bring them into a fort 
of civil fociety. The general 
court therefore, by his application, 
gave thofe who were early in- 
ftru€ted by him, fome land to 
build a town upon, which they 
thankfully accepted, and called it 
by the name of Noonatomen, or 
as Mr. Hutchinfon writes it, Noo- 
nanetum, or asothers, Nonantum,* 


at all times, wholly exempt. Mr. 
Neale appears to have been under good 
advantages to make a juft ftatement of 
fads in refpect to Indian affairs, as he 
was a gentleman of good ability, and 
had before him, wher he wrote, fun- 
dry compofures upon Indian affairs ; 
not only thofe of Mr. Eliot, but thofe 
of Mefirs. Shepherd, Whitfield, May- 
hew, and others, who were original 
writers. 


* The language of the Indians, from 
Pifcataqua to Connecticut, was fo near- 


ly the fame, that they could tolerably 


Atiempts to Chrifianize the Indians. 


443), 


| that is, as fome interpret it, Re- 


joicing. ‘his was a noted faying 
of Mr. Eliot, and frequently quo- 
ted, “¢ The Indians mutt be civil- 
ized as well as if not in order to 
their being chriftianized.” He 
endeavers therefore to draw them 
from their favage, barbarous, and 
wandering way of life, to civility 
and regular government., He 
brought together as many as were 
willing to be civilized, who agreed 
on feveral laws, which prohibited 
with what they judged fuitable 
penalties, an idle, fauntering life— 
indecency of appearance in refpect 
to habit—cruelty of men to their 
wives, and unchaftity ; and re- 
quired the contrary good qualities 
and habits. 

The general court being willing 
to encourage the Indians further, 
made the following order con- 
cerning them, dated May 26th, 
1647. 

‘* Upon information that the 
Indians dwelling among us are, 
by the miniftry of the word, 
brought to fome civility, and are 
defirous to have a court of ordi- 
nary judicature fet up among 
them ; it is therefore ordered by 
authority of this court, ‘that one 
or more of their magiftrates, fhall 
once, every quarter, keep a court 
at fuch place, where the Indians 
ordinarily affemble to hear the 
word of God, to hear and deter- 
mine all caufes, civil and criminal, 


well converfe together:+ But being 
divided inte difting& clans, or tribes,. 
and not having the ufe of letters, nor 
much commerce with each other, they 
formed, as might be expected, different 
dialegts, in different tribes : E.G, Nup- 
paw, Duppaw, Ruppaw, fignifies the 
Sun—Attik, Ahtooque, a. Deer-—Win- 
nit, Wirrit, good—Pum, Pumme, oi! or 
fat, in feveral dialects.+ 

+ Hutchinfon’s hift, Maffiv. t.p.449. 

¢ Mat. Mayhew's narrative, ia Mog- 
nal. B. vi. p. 59, 
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not being capital, concerning the 
Indians only ; and that the Indi- 
an fachems fhall have liberty to 
take orders, in the nature of fum- 
mons, or attachments to bring a- 
ny of their people to the faid 
court ; and to keep a court of 
themfelves every month, if they 
fee occafion, to determine {mall 
caufes of a civil nature, and fuch 
{maller criminal caufes, as the faid 
magiftrates fhall refer to them ; 
and the faid fachems fhall appoint 
officers to ferve warrants, and to 
execute the orders and judgments 
of either of the faid courts ; which 
officers fhall, from time to time, 
be allowed by the faid magiftrates 
in the quarter courts, or by the 
governor : And that all fines, to 
be impofed upon an Indian, in a- 
ny of the faid courts, fhall go, 
and be beftowed towards the 
building of fome meeting houfe, 
for education of their poorer 
children in learning, or other pub- 
lic ufe, by the advice of the faid 
magiftrates, and of Mr. Eliot, or 
of fuch other elder, as fhall ordi- 
narily inftruét them in the true 
religion. And it is the defire of. 
this court, that thefe magiftrates, 
and Mr. Eliot, or fuch other eld- 
ers as fhall attend the keeping of 
the faid courts, will carefully en- 
deavor to make the Indians un- 
derftand our moft ufeful laws, and 
the principles of reafon, juftice 
and equity, whereon they are 
grounded ; and it is defired,-that 
fome care may be taken of the 
Indians on the Lord’s day.’ 

The ground, on which their 
town was to be built, being mar- 
ked out, Mr. Eliot advifed them 
to fence it in with ditches,* and 
a ftone wall, promifing. that they 
fhould be fupplied with fhovels, 


* Shepherd’s clear fun-fhine of the 
gofpel upon the Indians, quoted by 
Mr, Neale, ; 
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f{pades, mattocks and crows of 
iron for this purpofe. He excited 
them to induftry by giving money 
tothofe, who wrought the hard- 
eft; by which means their town 
was foon enclofed ; and the wig- 
wamsof the meaneft were equal 
to thofe of the fachems in other 
places; they divided them into 
feveral apartments ; whereas be- 
fore, they had but one room, and’ 
thatin commonto the whole family. 

The women began to learn to 
{pin, and to find fomething to fell 
at market all the year round. 
They employed part of their time 
in colle&ing, and carrying to 
market, thofe indigenous, or nat- 
ural fruits of the earth, which 
grow without culture. 

The game which they caught in 
hunting and fifhing were articles 
of commerce ; as were alfo fome’ 
few manufactures of their own, 
in the preparing of which they 
difcovered much ingenuity and ac-. 
curacy. 

Some of the men learned fuch 
trades, as were moit neceflary for 
them, fo as that they completely 
built an houfe for public worfhip 
fifty feet in length, and twenty- 


five in breadth, which Mr. Wil- 
fon, in one of his letters, fays, 
«* appeared like the workmanfhip 
of an Englifh houfewright.”’* 
Several of them wrought with 
the Englifh in hay-time and har- 
velt ; but not being inured to. 
fteady work of any kind, they 
were neitheir fo induftrious, nor 
capable of hard labor, as thofe, 
who had been bred to it.t Mr. 


* Hutchinfon’s Hift. VoL. p. 163. 

+ Great caution is to be ufed in at- 
tempting to reduce the Indians toa reg~ 
ular, ftated purfuit of the arts of civil 
life. A fudden tranfition from a favage 
ftate, to that which we term, a ftate of 
civilization, could it be effected, might 

| be apt to prey upon the fpirits, and 
produce very unhappy cenfequences, in 
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Eliot took pains, as he had oppor- 
tunity, to inflruct them in huf- 
bandry ; and to excite them to a 
prudent management of their af- 
fairs.- 

On the third of March 1647, 
the Rev. Meilrs. John Wilfon of 
Bofton, John Allen of Dedham, 
Henry Dunftar, the firft prefi- 
dent of Harvard College, and 
Thomas Shepard of Cambridge, 
with feveral other Englifh went to 
Noonanetum ; a difcourfe was 
delivered, and after fermon they 
defired, that if any of the Indian 
women had any difficulties with 
regard to the Chrittian religion, 
they would propofe them, either 
by acquainting their hufbands, or 
the interpreter privately with 
them. Accordingly one afked, 
sé Whether fhe prayed, when fhe 
only joined with her hufband in 


refpect to health. Muft not the Indian, 
that we would civilize, be allowed, at 
leaft for a feafon, a pretty free ufe of 
his fifhing line, his bow and arrow, and 
his fowling piece, and thofe innocent, 
active amufements, to which he has 
been long accuftomed ? Nature, or con- 
tracted habits of this kind, cannot be 
expelled at once. 
mentioned may be intermixed with la- 
bor in the field, or work at fome me- 
chanic art. It muft bea work of time 
to expel nature, or babit, which is a fe- 
cond nature. ‘Thefe obfervations may 
apply to thofe who turn their attention 
to the ftudy of the learned languages, 
or of the arts and fciences, ifany here- 
after fhould incline to engage in thefe 
purfuits. In ancient times, a collegiate 
building was fequeftered at Cambridge 
for the ufe of Indian youth. Sundry 
were admitted into college, and purfu- 
ed their ftudies, Moft of them, if I mif- 
take not, died before the time came 
round for receiving the honors of the 
fociety. I think but ene was gradua- 
ted. Perhaps fufficient attention was 
not paid to diet, air, and exercife. It 
is doubtlefs of great confequence, that 
ftri&t regard be paid to each of thefe ; 
and we may add to cleanlinefs, which 
the Indians are by no means diftinguish- 
ed for encouraging, and practifing. 
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his prayer to God Almighty ?? 
Another afked, « Whether her 
hufband’s prayer’ fignified any 
thing, if he continued to be an- 
gry with his wife, and beat her 2”? 

At this, and fome other meet: 
ings, the Englifh gave away 
clothes to the Indian men, wo- 
men, and children ; fo that on a 
le€ture day, the greateft part of 
them appeared decently dreffed af- 
ter the Englifh manner. 

While thefe things were doing 
at Noonanetum, or Nonantum, 
the Indians about Concord ex- 
preffed their defires of being civ- 
ilized, and taught Chriftianity. 
They earneftly defired Mr: Eliot 
to come and preach to them; and 
addreffed the government for a 
tract of land, either by the fide of 
the Bear Swamp, or on the eatft 
fide of Mr. Flynt’s Pond, to build 
them a town. About the latter 
end of February 1644, feveral of 
their fachems and principal men 
met at Concord, and agreed upon 
fundry laws for their civil and 


‘religious government. 


They prohibited, by what they 
deemed fuitable penalties,* all 
powowing, drunkennefs, ftealing, 
profanation of the Sabbath, forni- 
cation, murder, adultery and un- 
natural luit, and beating their 
wives (which, it feems, was.a com: 
mon practice among them). 

They refolved to lay afide their 
old ceremonies of howling, greaf- 
ing their bodies and adorning 
their hair, and to follow the Eng- 
lith fafhions. 

They agreed to pray in their 
wigwams, and to attend to relig- 
ious duty at their tables. 

Thefe, and fome other orders 
of the fame nature, were publifh- 


ed, and approved by the whole 


* Shepherd's clear funfhine, quoted 
by Mr. Neale. 
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company; and Capt. Willard* | «helps. 1 have confidered the 


of Concord, was defired to be 
their recorder, ‘and fee them put 
in execution. 

Mr. Eliot was very refolute and 
diligent in his miffionary labors a- 
mong the Indians, and his {phere 


“ word of God in 2 Tim. ii. 3. 
« Endure hardfhip as a good fol. 
“ dier of Chrift.” 
once entered upon the teaching of 
the Pagans, it is almoft incredible 
how much time he expended, how 


When he had 


of action was extenfive. Befides | much toil he underwent in the 


this fettlement at Noonanetum, 
and that at Concord, he vifited 
and preached to the Indians at 
Dorchefter mills, Watertown, and 
other parts of the Maflachufetts, 
and as far as Pantucket falls on 


profecution of this undertaking— 
how many wearifome days and 
nights rolled over him—how ma- 
ny fatiguing journies he purfued— 
and how many terrible dangers he 
was expofed to, but, by the inter- 


Merrimack river. He travelled | pofition of a watchful providence, 
alfo into various parts of the colo- | efcaped.* 


ny of New Plymouth, offering to 
preach the gofpel to as many of 
the fachems, and their fubjects, 
as were willing to hear him.t 
Many attended to the propofal ; | 
but others turned away with dif- 

dain, rejecting the counfel of God 

again{t themfelves, as may be tak- 

en notice of in the fequel. 


, Phe fachems and powows wete 
in general at firf, and a great 
number of them afterwards, invet- 
| erate enemies to Chriftianity. The 
fachems generally did all they 
could, that their fubje&s might 
not entertain the gofpel. 
Mather fuppofes, that in the Maf- 
fachufetts, and New-Plymouth, 


Dr. 


He took frequent journies, of- | they did more to hinder the body 


ten thro’ bad roads in a new coun- | of the people from receiving the 
try: he expofed himfelf neceflari- | gofpel, than even the powows 
ly, at times, to heat and cold, to themfelves; tho’ the latter had 


ftorms and tempefts, and to other 
hardfhips in the wigwams of the 
natives, where, it muft be fuppof- | 
ed, the accommodations mult be 


| great inflitence, and ufed it to the 
utmoft. ‘The ground of this con- 
du& of the fachems was a fear 
left the Chriftian religion thould 


generally mean. In a letter to | abridge them of the tyranny, 


the Hon. Mr. Winflow, he wrote | 
thus, <* T have not been dry night 
“nor day from the third day of 
“¢ the week to the fixth, and fo 
“< travel, and at night pull off my 
“* boots, wring my ftockings, and 
** on with them again, and fo con- 
“tinue ; but God fteps in and 


* He was father of Rev. Samuel 
Willard of Boften, vice-prefident of 
Harvard College. Concord was fet- 
tled in 1636. 
were Rev. Meffrs. Peter Bulkley, and 


ones. See wonder-working 
idence of Zion’s Saviour, 
+ Hutchinfo 


o’s Hift. vol. i. p. 263. 
Neale, vol. i. p- ah mei eae 


Their fir minifters 


which they had accuftomed them- 
felves to exercife. 
their people in abfolute fervitude, 
and ruled by no law but their will, 
which left their poor flaves noth- 
ing that they could call their own. 
They now fufpeced, that religion 
would put a reftraint upon fuch 
ufurpations, and oblige them to a 
more equal and humane way of 
government. Some of them there- 
fore addreffed the Englifh, and 
urged, that no motions about re- 
g prove ceiving the Chriftian religion might 
ever be made to them. 


They held 


When 


* Magnalia, B. iii. p. 196. 
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fome of the fubjeGs of a number 
of them profeffed the Chriftian 
faith, the fachems would prefent- 
ly raife a ftorm of perfecution 
which beat hard upon the new 
profeffors. Some were driven in- 
to exile—fome well-difpofed but 
timorous perfons were tempted to 
conceal their fentiments in religion 
—others fled to the Englith for 
protection, and others were put 
to death by the fachems ; and 
nothing but the formidable power 
of the Englifh hindered them from 
maflacreing great numbers of the 
new converts.* 


* Governor Hutchinfon, after Dr. 
Mather, Mr. Matthew Mayhew, and 
others, obferves, that fome tribute was 
paid to fupport the Indian prince, or 
fachem. Mr. Mayhew takes notice of 
feveral particulars: they expected pref- 
ents of their fubjects, which were 
counted due debts; they were alfo en- 
titled to the fkins of beafts killed in 
their dominions, to firft fruits, &c. 
They were much diftinguifhed from 
their fubjects in their manner of living; 
they appeared in a comparative degree 
of magnificence ; their families and at- 
tendants being well clothed with the 
fins of moofe, bears, deers, beavers, 
&c. ‘The provifions for their tables, as 
_ flefh, fith, roots, fruits, berries, corn, 
beans in great variety and abundance, 
were always brought by their neghbor- 
ing fubjects; concerning all which they 
were as void of care as the moft power- 
ful prince in the univerfe. 

He alfo obferves, that as the prince 
was acknowledged abfolute lord on the 
land, fo he had no lefs fovereignty at 
fea: for as all belonged to him which 
was ftranded on the fhore of the fea 
coaft, fo whatever whales, or other 
wreck of value, floating on the fea, 
taken up on the feas, wafhing his fhores, 
or brought and landed from any part 
of the fea, was no lefs his own. [Mag- 
nalia, B. vi. p. 51.] 

Mr. Hutchinfon gives this account ; 
that Cutfhamoquin, a fachem, com- 
plained to Mr. Eliot, that fome of his 
fubjec&ts were more flack in their tribute 
of corn, &c. than they were before they 
profefled Chriftianity ; which, Mr. 
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The powows were no lefs ine 
tent upon hindering the propaga- 


tion of Chriftianity than the fach- 


ems. Their influence over the 
people was great. Tho’ fome of 
the converts had courage enough 
to defy the power of thefe jugs 
glers, yet others were afraid to 
appear openly againft them; and 
Mr. Eliot relates, that he obferv- 
ed a remarkable difference in their 
countenances, when ‘the powows 
were prefent, and when they were 
out of the way. But having giv. 


en, in the fecond number of this 


hiftorical effay, a particular ac. 
count of this order of men, I fhail 
not now add, but refer the reader 
to what was there related. 

Now, if Mr. Eliot’s profelytes 
were hated by the fachems and 
powows, and treated by them with 
fo much feverity, it need not feem 
ftrange, that he himfelf was the 


Neale obferves, was in part true; for 
whereas before, the fachem had an ab- 
folute difpofal of the fortunes of his 
fubje&is, they gave him now no 
more than they thought reafonable. 
But to wipe off the reproach which 
Cutfhamoquin. had laid upon them, 
thofe few praying Indians who were 
prefent, told Mr. Eliot what they had 
done for their fachem the two lat 
years, leaving him to judge whether 
their prince: had any reafon to com- 
plain : at one time they gave him twen- 
ty-fix buthels of cora—at another time 
fix more—on two hunting days they 
killed him fifteen deers—they broke up 
for him two acres of land—they made 
him a great houfe, or wigwam—they 
paid a debt for him of three pounds 
ten fhillings—one of them gave him a __ 
fkin of a beaver of two pounds, befides® 
many days’ work in planting corn all 
together: yet, they faid they would 


_willingly do more, if he would govern 


them juftly, by the word of God. But 
this fachem, {welling with indignation 
at this petulant difcourfe of his vafials, 
turned from the company and went 
away ip great rage; tho’ upon, bet- 
ter confideration, he himfelf ptofeiled 
Chriftianity not long after, 
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object of their fixed averfion, when 
he was ufing his ftrenuious endea- 
yours to draw off the people from 
their old fuperftitions to a new 
religion, and to introduce a regular 
and equitable form of government. 
The fachems and powows, both 
apprehended, that upon Mr. El- 
iot’s fuccefs, there would be a 
great diminution of their power 
and wealth ; accordingly Mr. El- 
jot was, frequently treated in a 
-,econtemptuous and rude manner, 
and fometimes threatened with 
the lofs of life... And it is fup- 
pofed thefe men. would gladly 
have affaffinated him, had they 
not dreaded the confequence, a 
rupture with the Enghih. 
Sometimes, in the qlderne/s, 
without the company or affiftance 
of any Englifoman, he has been 
treated with very threatening lan- 
guage by fome of the Indian ru- 
lers; but, God infpired him with 
fo much refolution, as’ to. tell 
them, ‘“ I am about the work’of 
“¢ the great God, and my God is 
s with me; fo that I fear neither 
* you nor all the fachems in the 
“country ; I willgo on; anddo 
<‘ you touch me at your peril!” 
But notwithftanding the oppo- 
fition made to the gofpel by the 
fachems and powows ;. notwith- 
ftanding the bias of education, 
which has no {mall influence upon 
the minds of moft men, particu- 
larly the ignorant and fuperiti- 
tious; notwithftanding thefe and 
other obftructions, the force of 
truth, under divine influences, 
gradually prevailed. In a courfe 
of years, feveral Indian churches 
were gathered, many congrega- 
tions of catechumens were formed, 
and the profpe&t was fo pleafing, 
that Mr. Ehot and other miffion- 
aries. were. encouraged to purfue, 
with.vigor, the benevolent work. 


(Fo be continued, ) 


~ On the Book of Fob. 


pyéxr, 
| Differtation concerning the book of 
Lees ‘ . 7 “Fob. ‘ Ht ‘ah! 
HE canonical. authority of 
: this book.,is fufficiently 
fupported by the honorable men- 
tion of Job in Ezekiel, xiv. 14— 
20.—by the quotation in 1 Cor. 
iii. 19. from Job, v. 13. and the 
apoftolic reference to his exemp- 
lary patience, James, v. 11.—and 
alfo by this, that. it has been re-. 
ceived as a part of the infpired © 
word of God by the Jews, in all 
ages, who not only have had the 


Ag 


beft means of determining the gen- 
uine books of holy {cripture of 
the old teftament, but are alfo 
well known to have exercifed the 
moft diligent caution on this im- 


portant fubject. 


Various are the queftions which 
have arifen conceraing this book, 
among which are_ the following ; 
viz. When and where lived Job 
and his friends? Who was the 
author, or penman of the book ? 
Whether it be a fimple narration 
of fats and events, or adorned 
with poetic licenfe ? What is 
the moral and religious inftruction 
which it contains, or for what end 
was it written ? Obvious difficul- 
tics attend usin attempting an an- 
{wer to each of the three firlt of 
thefe queftions ; as we have no 
centemporary or collateral writers 
who caft any confiderable light 
on this book, excepting in the re- 
ferences already noticed—and the 
author has affixed no date to the 
birth and death of Job, or hinted 
any thing by which the day in 
which he lived can be certainly de- 
termined ; and touching his coun- 
try, has only informed us that it 
was the land of Uz. A like ob- 


feurity attends the other four 
{peakers who are introduced, and 
make up an important part of the 
hiftory. We fhall, however, ex- 
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amine each of the queftions by the’ 
lights: in our -poffeffion. And, | 


- I. When and where lived Job 
and his friends ? - a 

» It appears’ from Gen. x. 23. 
that Uz was the name of a grand- 


fon of Shem. And fromthe 29th | 


_verfe of the fame chapter we learn 
“that one of his defcendants in the 
fifth generation was named Jobab. 

. From Gem. xxxvi. 28. with the 
1 Chronicles i. 42. we learn that 
one of the pofterity of Efau, was 


called by this name. Gen. xxxvi.. 


33. we learn that Jobab, a de- 


feendant of Efau reigned in Edom, 


before any king reigned in Ifrael ; 
from. all which it appears that 
both Uz and Fobab were family 
names in the defcendants of Shem. 
And itis to be prefumed that the 
firft of note gave name to the 
_eountry, fliled the land of Uz. 
And it has been conjectured, that 
Fobab was the father of Fob— 
hence we may fuppofe that Job 
was a defcendant of Shem, ‘and of 
Efau, and that his country was 
in fome part of the poffeffions of 
the Edomites, called from ano- 
ther of the pofterity of Shem the 
kand of Ux ; at leaft that he reign- 
ed there, forit feems from the ac- 
counts in Gen. xxxvi. that, at that 
time, the kingdom was not her- 
editary, in one family, but was 
offefied in rotation, by men of 
the beft family and chara¢ter. 
_ If the preceding obfervations 
are juft, it will follow that Job 
muft have lived not long before 


the age of Mofes. And this con- | 


jecture is ftrengthened by the ac- 
count of his age, in the clofe of 
the book. We are there inform- 
ed that Job lived one hundred and 
forty years, after his afflictions— 
and that when he died, he was an 
old man and full of days. “From 
the reprefentation in the beginning 
of the book, it appears probable 
Voted bla Na. 12.0% 
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that his children had arrived to 
maturity, and were fettled in fa- 
milies before his calamity. If fo, 
he muft have been at leaft fifty or 
fixty years old at that time, which 
added to the number juft miention- 
ed, is about two hundred. Now 
as ‘“‘the Lord bleffed the latter 
end of Job more than his begin- 
ning” and we are affured that 
when he died, he was an old man 
and full of days, we may fuppofe 
him to have lived fifty or fixty 
years, or perhaps more in the 


whole longer than thofe of his ge- 


neration in common, which will 
place him fomewhere in the time 
of the fojouring of the LIfraelites 
in Egypt, or a little before the 
time of Mofes. Concerning Eli- 
phaz, Bildad, Zophar, and Elihu, 
we are ina ftill wider field of con- 
jeCture, but from the mention of 
them in this book connected with 
the following paflages, it is mol 

probable, they were the defcend~ 
ants of Abram, by Keturah, Ith- 
mel, or Efau. See Gen. xxv. 51. 
chap. xxxvi. 10, 12, 15.chap. xxv. 
2. or that Elihu was a defcendant 
of Nahor—fee Gen. ii. 21. and 
Jeremiah xxv. 23. 

I]. We now proceed to en- 
quire wlio was the author, or pen- 
man of this book ? On-this, the 
opinions of the learned are various, 
fuch are the following : 

1. That it was written by Job’s 
three friends, as fome compenfa- 
tion for their injurious treatment 
of him—Sanétius, and Quidam 
in Sanctium. 

2. Solomon—fee Nazianzen, 
Nicetus, Olympiodorus, Poly- 
chron. &c. 

3. Job himfelf—fo Pineda, 
Gregory, Scultetus. 

4. Llaiah, from likenefs jn the 
compofition. 

5. Ezra, after the Babylonifh 
captivity—Prideaux Con. 
be | 
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‘6. Mofes—fo Origen and R. 
David Kimhi, and Tirinus, and 
Pineda. © 
4. Elihu—Johannes © Palmer, 
sninifter Northamptoniénfis, from 
chap. XXXL 15,16. where Elihu 
i¢gemns to addréfs the reader in 
thefe words, * they were amazed, 
they anfwered no more, they left 
off fpeaking—when I had waited, 
(for they fpoke not but ftood itil, 
and anfwered no more. ) 
“Tt is argued in favor of Tfaiah 
ot fome other late compofer, that 
that the book abounds with Syri- 
ac and Arabic words—to this it 
may be replied, that Mofes either 
by his Egyptian learning, or his 


fixty years living among the Me-' 


dianites, or by’ both, was un: 
doubtedly well acquainted with 
the Arabic, which was only ano- 
ther dialeé&t from the Syriac, and 
probably, in that early period, ve- 
ry little different from it. 

The hiftory of Job muft have 
been known among the Jews be- 
fore the days of Ezekiel, as ap- 


pears from the paffages in that. 


prophet referred to above ; chap. 
xiv. r4. and no period till after 


that time will fo well account for. 


the mixture of Arabic and Syri- 
ac, as the days of Mofes, or the 
fuppofition that hé was the pen- 
man, or at leaft, that he reduced 
it to its prefentform.| = 
It is reafoniable to fuppofe that 
fome’ account ‘was preferved by 
Job, or his three friends, or by 
Elthu, as both he ‘and they were 
probably at the head of their re- 
fpective tribes, as princes, kings or 
dukes,’ in the language of thofe 
times—fee Gen. xxxvi. 29, 43 ; a 
courfe of events fo’ remarkable, 
would be preferved in the Chroni- 
cles of each of them, ‘and efpeci+ 


ally of Job; and perhaps the paf 


fages-referred to in “hap! xxxii, 


15, 16, may be an argument of: 


the fame with refpedt to Euihu. 
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This will fill mére eafily account: 
for the Arabic and ‘Syriac words. 
found in this book, as on the fup- 
pofition that the hiftory was. en- 
larged and embellifhed -by fome 
other hand, many of the words and’ 


phrafes in the original accounts 


would, no doubt, be preferved, 
efpecially if the writer was ace 
quainted with the language, and 
converfant in the cuftoms of the 
country. caesitia te ‘i 


This leads us to obferve that, 
balancing the arguments in: favor 
of the various hypothefes which. 
have been named, touching the 
author of this book, probability 
determines it in favor of Mofes,. 
for the following reafons : 


1. He lived very near the age’ 
and country of Job, (fee article 1. 
p:4.) the Midianites, among 
whom he dwelt for forty years, 
were defcended from Abram, by 
Keturah, Gen. xxv. 2. thefe were 
conne&ted with the Ifhmalites in 
trade: and bufinefs-in the time of 
Jofeph, Gen. xxxvii. 25, 27, 28. 
and Mofes was allied to the prieft, 
or prince, the chief of Midian, by 
the marriagé of his daughter ; 
therefore muft be fuppofed not 
only to be ‘acquainted- with the 
cemmoen reports refpeCting eyents 
fo remarkable in a neighboring 
prince, as thofe related of Job, 
but alfo to have the moft authen- 
tic ‘information, and to be ace 
quainted with the written accounts 


if any fuch there were ; and we 


have no room’ to doubt that the 
Knowledge of events was préferv= © 
ed at that time, by hieroglyphic 
writing, if not by the characters 
afterwards employed. | But from 
the expreffions of Job, chap. xixe 
23,24, it may be prefumed that’ 
characteriftic or alphabetical wri- 
ting was even then known in Ara- 
bia; but by whatever means the 
knowledge of thefe things was 
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conveyed. to. Mofes, itis reafona- 
ble.to believe that events fo.un- 
common in a charaGter fo diftin- 
guithed as. that of Job, would 


deeply engage his attention, asa | 


man of-Jearning and piety ; and 
his. contiguity of. time and place 
with Job, furnifhed him with the 
beft advantage to be pofleffed of 
the facts ; .efpecially if we add to 
his princely alliance in the family 
of Jethro. — 

2. It‘ has been obferved by 
learned men, that moft of the ani- 
mals mentioned in the fpeech of 
the Almighty to Job, chap. xxviii. 
and onward, are Egyptian ; and 
that the defcription is fo juft as to 
imply the author to be well ac- 
quainted with the animals he de- 
{cribese.. 1) 
_ This in particular is obferved 
of Behemoth and Leviathan, chap. 
xl. and xli. fuppofed to be the 
crocodile and the hippopatamos, 
or fea horfe—if this be confidered. 
as poetical defcription, it implies 
a ftrong argument that the author 
had lived in Egypt, and therefore, 
probably, muft be Mofes. - 

3. The knowledge of Mofes 
in the Arabic and Syriac dialedts, 
asa man of letters, and from his 
long acquaintance, firft in the 
court of the prince of Egypt and 
then in that of Jethro—will eafi- 
ly account for the mixture of 
thofe diale@ts in the various parts 
of the book, efpecially if we ad-| 
mit, what is highly probable, that 


he was acquainted with fome ac- | { 


counts of thofg events ..written by | 
Job or his friends: ..add.to this, | 
' that the principal part of the book | 
confifts in a repetition of the words., 
of the feveral fpeeches, whofe 
meaning would be much better, 
preferved in their own dialect than | 
in any tranflation. 

~& The life of -Mofes during 
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the 40 years which he {pent in 
Midian, was peculiarly adapted to 
fuch a work, not only as paftoral 
‘and. epic poetry, in which this 
book is’ principally written, is 
fuited to.the life of a fhepherd, 
and the learning of Mofes was a- 
-dapted to fuch,a fublime compoti- 
tion as this book afluredly is, but 
efpecially as Mofes was a prophet 
‘of God, and, in many refpects, 
the greateft of all the prophets 
and infpired writers of the old 
teftament ;. and it is admitted that 
the author of this book muft have 
been divinely infpired. 

5. The fubje& matter of this 
book is particularly fitted to the 
condition cf Mofes, as a maa of: 
piety, in a flate of exile from his 
country and people, whom he had 
left in a ftate of cruel and intoler- 
able bondage, after having in vain 
attempted their deliverance 3 com- 
pare Exod, ii, 11—15. with AGs, 
vil. 20—-29.—Mofes mutt be fup- 
pofed to have been acquainted 
with the divine prediftious to A- 
braham, refpecting the bondage 
of his feed in Egypt, and their 
wonderful redemption, and rightly 
judged himfelf to be the perfon 
defigned by God and raifed. up 
for their deliverance. His unfuc- 
cefsful efforts, prefent exile, and 
the miferable ftate of his people, 
muft have plunged him in the 
deepeft diftrefs, and have rendered. 
the hiftory of divine providence 
towards Job, in his great afilic- 
tions and marvellous deliverance, 
in many refpects fimilar to the 
cafe of himfelf and his nation) 
peculiarly fuitable to fupport his 
heart, and to {trengthen his faith 
in the gracious promifes of God ; 
and thus not oaly comfort him in 
his painful exile, but alfo prepare 
him for the important part for 


| which he was deligned by God, 


in the redemption of his people. 
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From fuch topics we are led to 
the conclufion that it is highly pro- 
bable the book of Job was compof- 
ed fromauthentic memoirs, and re- 
duced to its prefent form and per- 
fe&tion, by Mofes, during hisabode 
in Midian, under the fuperintend- 
ing influence of the Holy Spirit. 

TII. We proceed now to the 
enquiry, whether the book of Job 
be a fimple narration of faéts and 
events, or narration adorned wita 
poetic licenfe. The concluding 
fentence in the laft head by no 
means precludes this enquiry.— 
Such compofition is fuited to ma- 
ny important purpofes, ‘and is far 
from ‘implying any reflection on 
the fpirit of truth, or its aathor— 
Befides, many other paffages in 
the facred writings are of this 
kind; fuch is the whole book of 
Canticles, and the parables of ou 
blefled Saviour. 

The learned are divided on this 
head as well as the laft, but the 
decifion is not of the greateft im- 
portance—the inftru€tion and im- 
provement are the fame, on either 
fuppofition. The compofition 
and arrangement of the parts will 
agree to the latter hypothefis— 
not only as it is compofed in poet- 
ic meafure, but is an epic poem, 
completely perfe€t in its kind— 
this will appear if we confider the 
place, circumftances and time’ or 
duration of the a€tion, which need 
not be fuppofed ‘to be more than 
thirty or forty days—the refpe@- 
ive parts, the manner in which 
they are fuftained by each of the 
actors—the exceedingly intereft- 
ing and important nature of the 

_fubje&i—the hero of the poem— 
its folemn climax—till the 4/- 


_ mighty {peaks from the impending. 


ftorm, and brings on the grand 
eataltrophe of the poem.— How 


uninterelting and infipid are’ the 


poems of Homer and Virgil, and 
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the moft admired compofitions of 
uninfpired men, when compared 
with the book of Job !_—Other 
circumftances might be named in. 
favor of the latter hypothefis, but — 
having obferved that, on ‘either 
fuppofition the  inftruétion and 
moral are the fame— 
IV. We fhall briefly confider 
the laft enquiry—What is the 
moral and religious inftru€tion 
which this book contains, or for 
what end was it written ? 
In all diviné operations, we are 
fure that the work is well adapted 
to the end for which it was de- 
figned.—T hat this book was de- 


firned for fome important end will 


not be doubted. We may learn 


the end for which it was defigned 
by the objects aQtually obtained, 
or to which it is evidently adapted. 
—The apoftle Jamés, in a paflage 
alluded to in the beginning of this 
differtation, chap. v. 11. addrefles 
the fuffering Chriftians in the fol- 
lowing words, “Ye have heard 
of the patience of Job, and have 
feen the end of the Lord, that 
the Lord is very pitiful and of» 


tender mercy.’ * From this we 


are led to ‘the following conclu- 
fions, viz. that -this book gives an 
eminent difplay.of patience, in the 
charag&ter of Job, and manifefts 
the tender meréy of God to his 
people, even in their deepeft af- 
flitions, and that thefe were, at 
leatt, fome of the divine defigns 
in the-forrows of Job. In other 
words, the forrows of Job were 
appointed by-God with.a view to 


difplay the ‘amiable perfection of 


his own character, in thofe refpe@s 
and events, where men are moft 
inclined to repine, and charge 
God foolifhly, and alfo to exhibit 
the diftinguifhing nature of true 
religion in an example of fuffering 
piety under the fharpeft trials. 

That thefe ends are accom-' 
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the leading facts. This book 
_ prefents us with a character. the 
moft amiable and perfeét which is 
compatible with the prefent. ftate 
of humanity—achara¢ter fupport- 


ed inhigh life, in the midit of the. 


temptations attendant on theriches 
and glories of this world, which, 
according to the genius of that 
difpenfation - were - confidered__as 
the prefent reward of diftinguith- 
ed virtue. This character was 
no lefg eminent by the teltimony 
of divine approbation, than in the 
efteem of men. ( 
Satan, the adverfary and accufer 
of the brethren, accufes Job be- 
fore God of felfifhnefs and hypoc- 
rify. By divine permiffion he 
puts him to the trial, by the fud- 
en lofs of his great riches and all 
his children, The good man fuf- 
tained the fhock, worfhipped God 
and bleffed his name. Satan, in 
a-fecond interview with the Mott 
High, ftill accufes Job of felfifh- 
nefs and hypocrify, and intimates 
that the fear of death had kept 
Job from apottacy, but that under 
greater trials, which would, render 
even death an objeét of defire, his 
hypocrify would be manifelt.— 
-Satan is permitted to attack him, 
according to his wifh—Job is re- 
duced. to that hopelefs. flate and 
extremity of forrow, which led 
him ardently to long for death, 
and produced thofe exclamations 
of defpair, in curfing the day of 
his birth, contained in the third 
chapter—from which it is evi- 
dent he viewed his exiftence as a 
grievous calamity, and would have 
efteemed it a mercy to have been 
reduced to his original nonentity. 


But ftill he juftifies God, faying, | 


dhall we receive good at the hand 
of God, .and fhall_we not receive 
evil? chap. 1, 10. 
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plifhed in the hiftory of Job, will | 
appear from the following view of | 
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The fingularity of the cafe, fo 
contrary to the ufual courfe of 
divine providence, in that difpen- 
fation of religion, and in that ear- 
ly age, induced the friends of Job 
to conclude that, notwithilanding 
the apparent eminence of his pie- 
ty, he muft have been really the 
reverfe, and as fuch was now de- 
te€ted by the hand of God.  In- 
ftead, therefore, of pouring into 
his wounded heart the balm of 
friendly fympathy, they accufe 
him of hypocrify, and as being 
an enemy to God, and proved 
fuch by his. prefent fufferings. 
Job aflerted his integrity to the 
laft, and ardently longed for au 
interview with his Maker—ap- 
pealed from man to God, and in- 
treated to know wherefore he 
contended with him. Elihu vin- 
dicated the divine conduct, from 
a confideration of the greatnefs of 
God and the littlenefs of man, 
and reproved Job as repining a- 
gainft the Mo? High. Finally 
the divine voice interpofed and 
declared the infinite fuperiority of 
God above creatures, and thus 
taught Job to be ftill and know 
that he is God—Job fubmitted 
with the deepeft humility ; he 
was accepted, his friends cenfured 
by God, and reflored in anfwer 
to his prayer. 

This paflage in the hiftory of 
Job is particularly worthy of our 
attention. He had felt himfelf 
exceedingly injured by their treat- 
ment, in his affliction, wounded 
in the tenderett part, the fincerity 
of his religion, in citcumftances 
which demanded the fympathy of 
ftrangers. If bitter refentment 
could ever be: juftified, it would 
have been fo on that occafion. 

But nothing was farther from 
his heart. The genuinenefs and 
f{ublimity of his religion were 
clearly exemplified in Ins prayer 
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for his friends. It was openly ac- 
cepted by God, his friends were 
yeftored to the divine favor, and 
s¢the Lord turned the captivity 


of Job,” when he prayed for his 


friends. be gee 

This was the-finifhing trait in 
the ‘charaGter of this excellent 
man and completed the evidence 
that his religion was not hypocri- 
tical or felfifh, but difinterefted, 
fupernatural and divine. He was 
openly accepted by God. His 
childten' were reftoréd to him. 


His ‘wealth and ‘profperity were 


doubled, and to a good old age 
he was diftinguifhed as the favor- 
ite of heaven. 

Thus we are taught, by this 
hiftory, the peculiar nature of that 
religion which defcends from 
God, and leads to God—which 
is adapted to all conditions of 
men, but fhines with diftinguifhed 
luftre in fuffering piety. Happy, 
if we are not wanting to ourfelves, 
that “ we have heard of the pati- 
ence of Job, and have feen the 
end of the Lord.” 


. Cororzarr. * 


The worth and importance of 
the book of Job, in the facred 
canon appears from its being fo 
excellent an illuftration of the 
nature of true religion, in a 
manner eminently adapted to give 
conviction to the heart, and af. 
ford the beft fupport and com- 
fort to affli@ed faints ; and this 
by a courfe of remarkable events, 
im an age of the world when the 
church was not fayored with that 
ample revelation from heaven 
which we now enjoy. 

In how many inftances, through 


all ages have aflicted faints been, 


inftruted, humbled, and fupport- 
ed by the book of A eRe a Bw 


Let us receive the inftrn@ion it 


is adapted to give, and pratife the 
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important leffonsit contains, Ef- 


pecially be careful that our reli- 


gion reft not in thofe views, affec- 


tions, and purfuits, which begin 


and end in felf, or in our own pri- 
~vate advantage, but in thofe which 
‘embrace the common good, unite 
ta the beft intereft of men and an- 
gels, and centre ultimately, in the 
glory of God and our Lord Jéfus 
Chrift. sre 


Meditations on Pfalm\xxvii. 3. I 
remembered God, and was trou- 
bled.  Defigned to illuffrate the 
gueflion, “ How is it, that the 
things of religion fhould meet with 
Juch. diverfe moral feelings, at 


different times, among men”? 
NUMBER IT. 
[Continued from P43 3. 
On the different feelings of unbeliev- 


ers, on moral fuljeés. 


INNERS, as well as believ- 
ers, have their different feel- 

ings with refpe@ to religious ob- 
jets. To-day may be feen a fort 
of fobriety, fteadinefs and evident 


| concern to aé& as rational agents, 


‘To-morrow appears an awful {pi- 
rit of carelefsnefs, levity, and 
thoughtlefs prefumption. Some- 
times the world with its divers va- 
nities, feems to engrofs their whole 
attention. At others this world 
in all its glory looks like a bub- 
ble, ready to burft and leave them 
indefpair. Thefe things have of- 
ten excited the above queftion, 
How finners come to be the fub- 
jets of fuch different feelings. To. - 
folve this the boafted geniufes of 
the human race have made great 
exertions ; efpecially in the pre- 
fent age of reafon. Formerly, 


| fome imputed thefe jarring con- 
‘tradictions to the conteft between 


two eternal principles, or Gods, 
the one good, and the other evil: 
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in which conteft men were in- 
volved, and become agitated as 


they fell under the influence of 


either. | While others accounted 
for thefe things by an inexora- 
ble and blind fate. — 
~ Some of the moderns, dream 
that we have a train of natural dif- 
eafes in the shind, as well asin the 
body; which ‘may caufe fuch 
different frames of feeling, with- 
out any fuperintending provi- 
dence. — i 
But others afcribe it all to the 
craftinefs and guile of hard heart- 
ed, defigning men, who wifh by 
their influence to fpoil the eafe 
and comfort of others. Thus 
they wander into endlefs contra- 
diétions, and leave the queftion 
more involved in darknefs. than 
they found it. Such is the wif- 
dom of this world. Now, as be- 
fore noticed, let any one impar- 
tially look into the fcriptures and 


the myftery will vanifh. Here is’ 


the only rational anfwer : «JT 
remembered God, and was trou- 
bled.”?” To fet God before men 
as the true God, and his being 
kept in view, will account for the 
different frames in which the im- 
penitent are feen. 
ftand in a ferious relation to God 
as his creatures and fubjects— 
They, as well as believers, have a 
moral capacity that renders them 
accountable to God. - They have 
a confcience, which will accu/e, or 
excufe, as they conduc themfelves 
towards the Lord. ~ “ The fpirit 
of a man is the candle of the Lord, 
fearching all the inward part of the 


belly.” “Prov. xx. 27. compared | 


with Rom. ii. 13, 14. and Job 
vill. -Q- “Xv. 24. Therefore, 
men cannot refle€t ferioufly on 


moral‘conduGt, without a fecret | 


whifpér’ within. ~* All is not 
right.” “You are ind ‘more intereft- 
ing fituation than you imagine. 
The things of God bear the evi- 
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dent marks of eternal truth.” 
Thus God has a witnefs in every 
man’s breaft, which, when proper: 
ly informed, will ever {peak for 
the Moft High. When the di- 
vine character is fet fairly before 
men, all things. look folemn, 
When they think his eye is upon. 
them, they tremble. But when. 
this view is withdrawn, they feel. 
airy, loofe and vain, and are full 
of foolith trifling. And having 
depraved. hearts, they try hard to. 
keep him out of fight by pervert: 
ing his character, dreaming that 
he is juft fuch an one as them- 
felves. Still, when God is exhi- 
bited according to the {criptures, 
they tremble, efpecially under im- 
pending judgments, When this | 
is not the cafe, it is very clear, 
they do not remember God their 
maker. 

Tn the inftances of faints and 
finners there muft be an effentiak 
difference, as to the nature of their 
remembering God. The former 
have a cordial, friendly fenfe of his. 
character and glory. While the 
latter, in their apprehenfion of 
God, rife no higher than the con- 
victions of confcience. However, 
the finner has a remembrance of 
God that makes him tremble. 

In this remembrance, the finner 
has fome realizing apprehenfion, 
that the things of God are a real- 
ity —That the bible is the word of 
God—That the God of this reve- 
lation is the true God—That his 
government is univerfal and he will 
not give his glory to another-— 
That his law is juit, holyand inflex- 
ible—That the tran{greflor is in 
thehand of a righteous, benevolent 
God, and cannot, efcape—That), , 
all men are finners, and juftly ex- 
pofed to ruin—That the gofpel of 
grace is. the:only way of falyation 


—Awnd, that, Jefus Chrift isthe 


‘Son of God, ‘and the’ only media- 


tor ; and the conditions of life 
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through him altogether reafona- 
ble. This view mutt bring the 
finner into an interefting fituation. 
He may well reflect : “ Here is 
the God of the fcriptures, whom 
all faints and angels love and -a- 
dore. I ought to do the fame. 
But I am a tranfgreflor, impeni- 
tent, and the law of holinefs curfes 
me to endlefs mifery. I cannot’ 
efcape the vengeance of the Al- 
mighty. What.can I do. God 
tells me to fubmit to him, and juf- 
tify his law, and all his proceed- 
ings. This feems hard! I mutt 
do no iniquity, I may not gratify 
any pride nor luft, on pain of end- 
lefs mifery. I am told, that I 
am wholly a finner, blind, naked 
and wretched ; and muft come 
empty to Chritt for life, or perifh. 
This to me is dreadful ! What 
fhall I do ? I find an heart to con- 
tend with my maker. Yet my 
confcience teftifies, that thefe hard 
feclings are wholly wrong ; and 
that God would be juft in punifh- 
ing me forever. If I fay, God is 
not fo holy and inflexible as to do 
this, it ftill tells me, that Iam de- 
luding myfelf with vain imagina- 
tions. If I fay, God will forget 
my fins, or never punifh them, 
ftill I fear it is alladream. If I 
fay, there is no God, this will 
not filence the difturber in 
my breait ; andif I fay, there: 
is nothing in the gofpel, yet I 
am no way relieved. Alas ! 
where fhall I hide from this holy 
God ? I may experience all the 
evil I fear. O eternity !  infup- 
portable eternity ! What will be- 
come of me 2” 

Thefe troubles are vifible in the 
cafe of thofe who try to keep the 
true God out of fight. But they 
are much more vilible in finners 
under ferious impreflions, particu- 
larly when awakenings prevail. 
Such impreflions give to religion 
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a reality, accompanied with fharp 
convictions; which throw finners 
into trouble unknown to thofe 
who fit in the ftate of carnal fecu- 
rity;’ This remembrance of God 
will rationally account for all the 
fears, diftrefs and engagednefs, 
which we fee in fuch periods of 
the out pouring. of. the fpirit of 
God. The things of godlinefs 
are deeply impreffed on the minds 
of faints and finners. Death, 
judgment and eternity are brought 
nigh, and fecurity vanifhes. Sin- 
ners open their deluded eyes, and 


| behold ! their feet are on flippe- 


ry places, and they muft flide in 
due time. Their all is at ftake ; 


| eternity is opening ; God is a 


“confuming fire, who will not be 
- mocked by finners. 


If fo, how 
can they refrain from finking into 
trouble ?, They have every reafon 
to be thoroughly alarmed. 

Some will confider this the ef- 
fect of delufion and folly. But why 
do they think fo, and fay fo? Is 
it not, becaufe they do not remem- 
ber God ? And were the remem- 
brance of God more deeply impref- 
fed on men, and divine things 
more thoroughly in view, more 
awakenings would appear than at 
prefent are experienced. - Oppo- 
fers and fcoffers, probably, would 
be as much alarmed as any clafs 
of men whatever. This has been, 
in a good meafure, verified in the 
cafes of a number in the late revi- 
val of religion. When they re- 
membered God, however ftupidand . 
atheiftical:before, then they qwere 
troubled. "They could readily fay, 
“‘ T forgot God, and wandered in- 
to endlefs abfurdities. But when 
I remembered him, they all vanifh- 


ed. Only let God come near in 


his holy fovereign character, and 
we have reafon enough to be a- 
larmed and tremble. It is becaufe 
God is kept’ out of fight, that 
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~men feel and act more like beafts 
than moral agents.”’ 

In a word, would men realize 
God aright, as. impartially eyeing 
their hearts and actions, and.de- 


termined to reward them accord-.} 
ing to their deeds ; it would damp: 


their vain feelings, take away 
their fancied confidence and joys, 
and leave them in forrow. We 
need only fet God before us, in 
order to have all things put on the 
countenance of folemnity. Thus, 


the remembrance of God will give 


a fhock that is never felt, when he 
is out of fight, When he is in 
view, it accounts for all our religi- 
ous feelings. And on the other 
hand, when he is out of fight, we 
have all our vain feelings. Per- 
haps, fome may afk, ‘¢ How hall 
we account for the different feel- 
ings among the heathen, whe 
have neyer heard of the true God ? 
Reply : They att from fimilar 
principles with the reft of man- 
kind. They have a confcience 
as well as others. And they 
have fome traditionary hints of a 
power fuperior to men, though 
they egregionfly miftake in his 
being and moral charaéter. \ How- 
ever, they ftand in fear of fuch a 
God as they have imagined, and 
it has great influence on them. 
When they apprehend themfelves 
under the eye of their God, their 
‘moral condu& is very different 
from what it is, when they feel 
themfelves out of his fight. 

The above ftatement will affift 
us in accounting for feveral things. 

x. That young perfons, and 
many others in a ftate of fecurity 
and vanity, dread being alone. 
They with to be abforbed in jolli- 
ty and carnal mirth. They will 
go farther to enjoy fuch an empty 
{cene, than to witnels all the offers 
of the gofpel. . The reafons are, 
they have a perverted, tafte, and 

Vou. IIL. No. 12. 
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are tranfgreffors. Hence, when 


| alone confcience troubles them for 


their madnefs and folly. To nd 
themfelves of thefe ftings, they 
would never allow themfelves any 
opportunity for ferious reflection. 
‘They plunge into coniant difii- 
pation, where they mutt perith, 
unlefs ‘God be more merciful to 
them than they are to their own 
fouls. 

2. It will account for the floods 
of herefies, immorality and infi- 
delity, which break in upon us. 
Forgetfulnefs of God opens the 
flood-gate for all the vicious pro- 
penfities of men. “Come! our 
lips are our own; who is Lord 
over us? Come! let us.eat, drink 
and be merry ; for to-morrow fhall 
be as this day, and much more a- 
bundant. Come! let us follow 
our own devices; let us follow 
nature; for there is none to call 
us to account for what we do.”’ 

3. It will direct us to put a 
juft eftimate onthe chara€ters of 
thofe who imbibe and propagate 
notions calculated to keep Jeho- 
vah out of view. Such are de- 
ceivers, who break the cords of 
moral obligation, and give the 
reins to pride, Iuft aud vanity 5 
and ruin both themfelves and all 
they engage. 

Of this clafs may be confidered 
all the felf-juftifying under the 
gofpel. Such ftrip God ot his 
righteoufnefs and true holinefs, 
and render the gofpel in vain. 
«For if righteoufnefs come by the 
law, then is Chrift dead in vain.’” 
Gal. ii. 21. This muft keep 
God concealed, and allow men to 
fin with amazing greedinefs. In 
perfeé&t confonance with this ob- 
fervation it is obfervable, that the 
{elf-righteous can boatt of no bet- 
ter morals than other men ia 

eneral. 

Of the fame general! clafs are 
Mmm 
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thofe who deny future punifh- 
ment. Sucha tftep is taking away 
trouble at once, that men may 
have nothing to fear. It is, in 
reality, putting off the evil day at 
fuch a diftance, that no finner can 
complain. But is it not at the 
fame time opening the horrible 
pit, from whence there is no re- 
demption? Or why do all men, 
thefe as well as others, fall into 
trouble, whenever they realize a 
holy God ? 
The deniers of revelation muft 
rank under the fame clafs. Such 
evidently do not remember God. 
The confequence is, they are 
wandering ftars, to whom is re- 
ferved the blacknefs of dark- 
nefs forever. Long obfervation 
evinces, that fuch fentiments will 
not give peace in a ftormy day. 
They give no hope in the paflage 
of death. Such die in their fins. 
Atheifts muft rank under the 
fame clafs, They break every 
band of religion, and leave man 
to be his own God. Is not this 
tearing away the flood-gate, and 
giving room for all the luft of the 
human heart to flow? Hence, 
men * draw iniquity with cords of 
vanity, and fin as it were with a 
cart rope.’ There is no God to 
punifh, no heaven to defire, and 
no hell to dread. Men die like 
the beafts that perifh ; wherefore 
let us live like them. Such are 
the delufions of infidelity. Thefe 
feveral notions, the flighteft con- 
fideration will convince, muft de- 
ftroy focial happinefs. So far as 
the experiment has been made, 
fa&ts demonftrate that they are of 
a fatal nature. How can men act 
fo? 
while they live, and after that 
they go to the dead.’? Such per- 
fons are often boafting of their 
humanity. But is it not a ftrange 
and perverted humanity? Such 
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is the genuine fruit of forgetting : 
God. Ae re Li 


To enforce thefe obfervations, 
it muft be remembered, that the 
great day of judgment is coming, 
in which all muft appear before 
Chrift as the judge of quick and. 
dead. The wicked have troubles 
in this world. What will they 
do, when their devices can ferve 
no longer to keep the God of If- 
rael out of fight ? When he fhall 
come to vindicate his name from 
all the hard /peeches and felfi/b 
deeds of the ungodly, and reward 
them according to their decep- 
tions? What mutt be their agi- 
tations in the laft day? Then no 
one can hide. * Behold he com- 
eth in the clouds, and every eye 

Shall fee him: and all kindreds of 
the earth fhall wail becaufe of him. 
Even fo, amen.’? Rev.i. 7. Sin- 
ners muft anfwer for themfelves. 
They will have no advocate to 
plead their caufe. Imagine then 
the diftrefsful feene !—How will 
unfaithful minifters feel, when 
their loft hearers fhall face them 
before the omnifcient Judge ? 
«* Here I am on the left hand, 
becaufe my minifter did not in. — 


| ftruét me faithfully in, the nature 


and character of the true God, 
and warn me ¢o remember the Lord 
and Saviour. Muft I be loft 
thro’ his carelefs and inhuman ex- 
ample? Eternity ! Oh, eternity ! 
who can fupport the thought !” 


How will irreligions parents 
feel, to have their negleGted chil- 
dren reproach them before the af- 
fembled univerfe? «* You never 
told us what it was to remember 
God, according to the gofpel—. 
and you fet us the example to lead 
us dire¢ily into this diftrefsful con- 
dition! How could you be fo 
unnatural !—Oh ! to have parents 
load the way to everlafting fire—. 
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and then to be curfed with their 
company forever and ever ! 

How will feducers feel before 
the Judge they have fo heartily 
defpifed when thofe whom they 
have feduced will charge them 
with their deftruCtive and poifon- 
ous {nares? * You told us, that 
the gofpel was a farce ; or not of 
fuch a nature as fome reprefent- 
ed: are thefe the golden dreams 
you preached tous? Oh! that 
we could be rid of fuch company ! 
Hard lot, to be turned off with 
you into the place from whence 
we cannot efcape !” 

How then muft all thefe feel, 
when the fentence fhall pafs, and 
they depart in their own blood, 
and fink to the loweft hell, loaded 
with the blood of all they feduced 
and eternally ruined! 'Yhe ftate- 
ment is overwhelming. May fuch 
confider before the Judge call ! 

To conclude, let us all remem- 
ber God with an honeft, faithful 
heart ; then a brighter fcene may 
open in this world, and in the laft 
day. Let us fet God always be- 
fore us, as our rightful fovereign, 
and be faithful in our feveral fta- 
tions and work. This will fave 
believers a whole feries of troubles 
and difappointments—and the fin- 
ner will efcape the curfes of time, 
the infupportable troubles of the 
judgment day, and the defpairing 
glooms of eternity. 


The office of the Holy Ghoft in the 
Salvation of the Ele. 


HERE are men, who were 
chofen in Chrift unto fal- 
vation, before the foundation of 
the world. The. Father hath 
given them to Chrift, in confider- 


ation of his work of redemption. . 


And all that the Father hath 
given him will come unto him. 
“Chey are deftined to be veflels of 
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mercy. It is with fpecial refer- 
ence to them, that the Holy 
Ghott is fent into the world. He 
indeed often awakens others, and 
impreffes their minds with fome 
fenfe of the importance of relig- 
ious truths ; but does not fubdue 
their wills. He awakens and 
convinces them of their fins, and 
then leaves them to the inclina- 
tions of their own hearts, which, 
being altogether evil, infallibly 
lead them to deftru@tion. His 
bufinefs is principally with the 
ele&@. He is fent to fulfil the 
covenant of redemption made with 
Chrift, that he fhall fee of the 
travail of his foul and be fatisfied. 
And fo far as the falvation of man 
is concerned, Chrilt is fatisfied 
with the falvation of thofe whom 
the Father hath given him, in the 
covenant of redemption. He afks 
no more. In his interceflory 
prayer, recorded in the 17th 
chapter of John, he grounds his, 
interceffion on that covenant. He 
fays, I pray not for the world ; 
but for thofe which thou hait giv- 
en me. And he acknowledges 
that he had’ received power over 
all flefh, to give eternal life to as 
many as the Father had given 
him. And having finifhed his 
work, he afks them only for his 
reward. 

Thofe who are thus given to 
Chrift, are naturally as corrupt as 
other men. The reafon why they 
are feleéted, to. be members of 
Chrift, rather than ethers, God 
has not difclofed. ~Our Lord 
has taught us how we fhould 
feel on this fubje&, in his ad- 
drefs ‘to the Father,—* I thank 
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven 


and earth, that thou haft hid thefe 


things from the wife and prudent, 
and hatt revealed them untobabess 
even’ fo Father, for fo it feemed 
good in thy fight.’ There is ne 
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eflential difference *etween the 
ele& and others, until it is effe- 
ed by the holy Spirit, He has 
it in charge to prepare them for 
the things for which they are de- 
figned, that they may ftand as pil- 
lars in the temple of God, to the 
glory of his infinite grace. God 
orders their education, and all 
their circumftances and connec- 
tions in this life, with a fpecial 
view to this end; tho’ they do 
not regard him until the Spirit 
begins his operations with them. 
When the Holy Ghoft begins 
bis work upon fuch as are chofen 
to eternal life, he does not make 
any new revelations to their un- 
derftandings in an immediate way: 


but impreffes their minds with’ 
‘the knowledge of the glory éf 


the things which are already writ- 
ten in the fcriptures,—faltens a 
fenfe.of their truth and importance 
upon them, and convinces them 
of fin, of righteoufnefs, and of 
judgment. This is neceflary ; 
for no one can believe. on Jefus 
Chrift, or return unto God, until 
~. be fees: that he has gone aftray 
from God, and has real need of 
fuch a Redeemer. Thefe con- 
victions do not infpire the unre- 
newed with holinefs or comfort. 
But they clearly difcover to them 


their enmity againft God ; and | 


are fo conducted, as to caufe their 
corruptions to manifeftthemfelves. 
And they produce deep anxiety 
and diftrefs of foul. The finner 
is bro’t to fee himfelf wholly de- 
praved in heart, utterly inexcufa- 
ble, in the hands of an angry God, 
and dependent on fovereign, all- 
conquering grace for any profpe& 
of efcaping his <endlefs wrath. 
Still however he is a‘finner, under 
condemnation, and fees himfelf in 
thisfituation. Thefe conviGtions 
are fometimes called the prepara- 
tory work of the Spirit, becaufe 
they bring ‘the finner to fee his 
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fins and mifery, and to feel his 
need of a Saviour, 

Further: The Hely Ghoft re- 
news the hearts of all whom the 
Father hath given unto the Son. 
Their oppofition to God is fub- 
dued. As many as are ordained 
to eternal life believe. They be- 
come. full of love to God, and the 
willing fubjects of divine grace. 
This is wro’t wholly by the pow- 
er of the Spirit, without any pre- 
vious concurrence of their own 
wills. They are born, not of 
blood, nor ef the will of the flefh, 
nor of the will of man, but of 
God,—are born of the Spirit. 
God, who commanded the light 
to fhine out of darknefs, fhineth 
in their hearts, to give the light of 


God, in the face of Jefus Chrift. 
The Holy Spirit, by thus chang- 
ing their hearts, produces in them 
repentance towards God, and 
faith in our Lord Jefus Chrift. 
Henceforth they become intereft- 
ed in all the promifes which are 
made to fuch as-repent and believe 
the gofpel. They are now bro’t 
into perfonal covenant with God. 
They have given themfelves to 
him; and he has promifed that 
he will -be their God, and that 
none fhall pluck them out of his 
hands. But God has not receiv- 


ed them into favor becanfe their 


repentance or faith have rendered 
them deferving of his love; but 
becaufe he gave them to Chriit, 
to be the fruits of his redemption. 
And being thus .given to Chrift, 
he treats them with favor, from 
regardito his beloved Son. They 
are made accepted in the beloved. 

From thisttime, the Spirit takes 
{pecial poffeffion of them, .as the 
property of Chrift, andthe heirs 
of his kingdomand glory. They 
become the temples of the Holy 
Ghoft. The.Spirit takes charge 
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of them, to prepare them for the 
purpofes for which they were 
given to Chrift. That they may 
be veffels of mercy fit for his ule 
and fervice. The Father loves 
them, and the Holy Ghoft loves 
them, as being the children of 
Chrift, members of his body, and 
monuments of his glory ; and 
therefore willingly takes it upon 
him to prepare them by his pow- 
er, thro’ faith unto falvation. 

In engaging to accomplith this 
work of grace, there is much bu- 
finefs undertaken. The fpirit is 
employed continually, in nume- 
rous offices of mercy to Chritti- 
ans. He doesnot ordinarily ren- 
der them at once perfe& in holi- 
nefs. That would not be beft for 
them, nor fit them fo well for the 
purpofes for which they are de- 
figned. In his condué towards 
them, in their imperfe@ flate, 
which continues till death, he con- 
vinces them by their own experi- 
ence, which is the moft feeling of 
all inftru€tors, of many things 
which peculiarly prepare them to 
be an honor to Chrift. He brings 
their vilenefs, the plague of their 
own hearts, and their extreme ob- 
ftinacy and frowardnefs more a- 
bundantly into their own view, by 
its being acted out in all circum- 
ftances, and under all obligations, 
than could have taken place, if 
they were perfeGtly fanétified at 
once. He teaches them by expe- 
rience their weaknefs, dependence, 
and need of divine proteétion and 
grace, to uphold them, and render 
them ufeful in the world. This 
renders Chrift, his promifes, and 
the aid of the {pirit more preci- 
ous tothem. They becomemore 
amected with a fenfe of the rich- 
nels and freenefs of divine grace— 
of God’s wonderful long fuffer- 
ing and faithfulnefs to provoking 
eneatures. They increafe in the 
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knowledge of themfelves, of God, 
of their relation to him, and of his 
infinite condefcenfion to them, 
and kind attention to their wants, 
The holy fpirit takes of the things 
of Chrift, and fhews them to his 
people, by placing them in an in- 
numerable variety of circumftances, 
adapted to give them the moft ad- 
vantageous and impreflive views of 
the various things which God 
has inferted in the holy {criptures. 
One fituation prepares them pe- 
culiarly to fee the excellency of 
one thing, and another of ano- 
ther thing which he has revealed. 
Trials, vi€tories, falls, recoveries, 
comforts and. affiGions, all in 
their turns, render them peculiar- 
ly fufceptible of a fenfe of the 
glory of one part or other of the 
feriptures, and of the abundant 
provifions of the gofpel difpenfa- 
tion. And the fpirit takes ad- 
vantage of thefe circumftances to 
difclofe their glory ; fo that they 
appear exceedingly rich. Chrift 
told.his difciples, that the {pirit 
fhould bring all things to their 
remembrance, whatfoever he had 
faid unto them. On particular 
occatiens, believers have the moft 
fuitable texts of {cripture fre~ 
quently fuggefted to their minds, 
peculiarly fitted to their circum- 
itances, either for reproof, warn- 
ing, confolation, or fupport under 
temptations ; and they are brought 
to their remembrance in fuch num- 
bers, order and power, as befpeak 
the work of the holy fpirit. He 
leads them to realize that the -pro- 
mifes of God are firmer than the 
mountains,—reveals the inexpref- 
fible importance of Ged’s law, 
and of his kingdom,—fills the foul 
with a fenfe of eternity, fo as to 
break the ftrength of thofe tempt- 
ations which originate from the 
deceitful importance aflumed by 
the things of this world. He be- 


462 


comes in them who believe a fpi- 
rit of prayer,—helpeth their in- 
firmities, leads them to cry Abba 
Father, and maketh interceffion 
in them with groanings which 
cannot be uttered. He fearcheth 
all things, yea the deep things of 
God, and:fo fuggefts the excel- 
lency of them to believers, that 
they are made to have their effect 
upon their hearts. He reftrains 
from fin—reftores them when they 
have wandered, when neceflary he 
gives them that extraordinary in- 
trepidity, that they are not over- 
awed. by the frowns of princes, or 
the fears of death. This has been 
well illuftrated by the hiftory of 
the prophets, apoftles and mar- 
tyrs. He excites them to vigi- 
Jance, and a life of holinefs. In 
the difcharge of the duties which 
devolve upon them, they are made 
to bring forth fruit, fome thirty, 
fome fixty, and fome an hundred 
fold. Jn a word, the {pirit of 
God is in believers, manages them 
in all their circumftances, and 
makes ufe of the word, ordinances 
and providence of God to in- 
itruGt, reprove, reftrain, encou- 
rage and defend them, and gra- 
dually prepare them for the blef- 
(ings defigned them, and the ufes 
for which they are intended. 

The Holy Ghoft is alfo called 
the comforter. The comforts 
which he gives are the pleafures 
which believers receive in the con- 
templation of God, as he is reveal- 
ed in the fcriptures, in all his ad- 
miniftrations. Thefe are an in- 
exhaufltible fource of enjoyment to 
fuch as have an heart that can be 
gratified by beholding divine per- 
te€tions. He alfo gives them 
precious comforts, from the fatis- 
faction which they take in em- 
ploying themfelves in the duties 
of religion, and in admiring the 
wifdom and mercy of God in his 
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particular dealings with them. 
felves. Thefe comforts are of an 
holy nature—are infpired by the 
holy fpirit, and cannot be enjoyed 
but by an holy heart. 

In contemplating the offices of 


the Holy Ghoft, in the falvation of 


the eleét, it is impoffible for expe- 
rienced Chriftians not to refle&t on 
his importance to them. He is 
every thing to them for inftru€tion, 
conviction, regeneration, perfeve- 
rance, growth in grace, comfort, 
and final perfection in holinefs and 
happinefs. It is altogether by 
him that they are made to differ 
from the worft of mankind. They 
might as well hope for falvation 
without the mediation of Chrift, 
as without the peculiar office of 
the Holy Ghoft. Thefe confid- 
erations excite their admiration, 
awaken their gratitude, and en- 
courage them to work out their 
own falvation with fear and trem- 
bling, becaufe it is God that 
worketh in them, both to will and 
to do. And they cannot refrain 
from crying under the influence 
of thefe refleGtions, Not unto us, 
O Lord, not unto us, but unto 
thy name give glory. 

Chrift has not left his children 
comfortlefs. They are not or- 
By giving them his fpi- 
rit, he has beftowed immenfe blef- 
How rich are 
their comforts, daily enjoyed in 
proportion to the communications 
of the Holy Ghoft: Let them,— 
let all mankind, tafte and fee that 
the Lord is good. Let them afl 
for the rich fupplies of his fpirit, 
rejoicing in, and taking encourage- 
ment from the declaration made 
by Chrift. If a fon afk bread of 
any of you that is a father, will 
he give him a ftone ? Or if he afk 
a fifh, will he for a fifh give him 
a ferpent ? Or if he afk an egg, 
will he offex-him a feorpion ? If 
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ye then, being evil, know how to 
give good gifts unto your chil. 
dren, how much more {hall your 
heavenly Father give the holy {pi- 
rit to them that afk him ?—To 
the God of all grace and confola- 
tion be everlafting praifes. Amen. 
MIKROS. 


Thoughts on the gofpel means of a- 


wakening finners. 


REVIOUSLY to the con- 
verfion of finners, it is God’s 
ordinary method to convince them 
of their deplorable ftate, and a- 
waken their confciences. Convic- 
tion appears to be a pre-requifite 
to regeneration: and this pre-re- 
quifite is effe€ted in the ufe of 
means. ‘ By the law is the 
knowledge of fin.” “* And how 
fhall they believe in him of whom 
they have not heard ?”’ 
Now, it is an important en- 
quiry, what doéirimes and divine 
truths are the moft direély cal- 
culated for the conviétion and 
awakening of finners ? Some fay, 
they ought to be encouraged in 
their own works, and by warmly 
exhorting them to duty, and fet- 
ting before them the beauty of ho- 
linefs they will hereby be the moft 
likely to become convinced and 
awakened. Others advocate, that 
fimply holding up the terrors of 
hell, will be moft likely to pro- 
duce this needful effet. Even 
fome, who profefs to be Calvin- 
iftic in fentiment, tell us, that the 
do&rine of ftri€t total depravity, 
and divine abfolute fovereignty 
are not profitable to awaken {fin- 
ners, but will have a more direct 
tendency to increafe their ftupidi- 
-ty. » Thofe alfo, who are difpofed 
to cavil at truth, and who choofe 
to remain undifturbed in their fins, 
tell us, that if they are abfolute- 
ly dependent on divine: grace, 
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they will reft contented, God 
will do with them as he pleafes. 


‘But as we have no warrant to 


make the feelings of the depraved 
heart our guide, let this enquiry 
be now diretly made ;—what 
ideas are the moft /wi/able to be 
imprefled on the mind of the 
thoughtlefs finner, in order for 
him to be alarmed in view of his 
flate ? 

ITanfwer. Let it be clearly 
brought into his view, that he is 
in a totally Sinful, ruined frate ; 
and that there is no other help but 
in the mere fovereign pleafure of 
God. 

I will proceed to eftablifh this 
anfwer by evidence. Asa theme 
of illuftration, recourfe will be 
had to a circumftance recorded by 
St. Matthew, fourteenth chapter. 
An inftance is there ftated con- 
cerning the apoftle Peter, which 
bears a dire&t analogy to the quef- 
tion now before us. 

Ata time when our Lord walk- 
ed on the fea of Tiberias, to meet 
his difciples, in confequence of 
Peter’s requeit, the Saviour bade 
Peter come. and meet him. But 
we read, “ When he faw the wind 
boifterous he was afraid ; and, be- 
ginning to fink, he cried, faying, 
Lord, fave me.’ Here we may 
remark, 1ft. That Peter faw he 
was finking. ‘The wind was boif- 
terous, and we are told, he began 
to fink. 2. He found that he 
could not deliver himfelf. He 
muft doubtlefs be convinced of 
this, when the billows of the pow- 
erful elements began to overflow 
him, and all his exertions to no 
effet. 3. He faw that if he 
were faved, it muit be Chrift alone 
that could fave him. — Finding his 
own itrength fail, and thé Saviour’ 
near him, at this critical moment, 
the only alternative was, that per- 
haps the Lord might reach out 


om orn, 


a pas 


me almighty 2 arm and site hit 
2 from his threatened death. 4. We 
-sremark, that Peter was alarmed. 
Convinced of thofe things we have 
there noted, at this: mott critical 
» period, he was all attention to cry 
~-out, * Lord fave me!” Allnew 
_failing hit, but a gleam of hope, 

.,. which: refted wholly on the mere 
Sovereign pleafure of Jefus, it can- 

_ not be ftrange that he cried out 
was he did. Indeed, who would 
snot have been alarmed in this 
eafe ?, The natural. capacities of 
_-every human mind are of the fame 
ftructure. That which is calcu- 
lated to affect one, is calculated 
- to affect another ; and we fee alfo, 
that thofe exifting circumftances 
ces which would conte alarm res 
_ ApeGting temporal, bodily danger, 
“would caufe alarm refpecting 
_ fpiritual, eternal danger. To 
view the foul in imminent danger 
of fuffering the fecond death, is it 
‘not as alarming a confideration as 
to view the body imminently ex- 
pofed to natural death ? The fpi- 
ritual ftate of. every one who is 
. not born of God, will very well 


compare with the flate of Peter, | 1 
as it refpeéted his natural life. | 
“Are not fimners, while they re-_ 


“main fuch, continually finking in- 
to eternal perdition ? The Holy 


Ghoft tells vty they ftand « on. 


~ flippery places.” ‘They are eve- 
“ry moment fo {pecially expofed to 
~ fall into hell, that the prophet re- 
" prefents wean being ¢ on fitp- 


pery places in the darknefs.”” Can | 


“finners deliver themfelves from 
“this imminent danger? It is fure 
“hey can no more deliver them- 
= felves; than could Peter, from the 
“watery grave into” which he was 
“plunging. Our Lord reprefents 
them as owing more than ten 
“thoufand talents, and having no- 
thing to pay. They are alfo 


“wholly oppofed to ‘the way of de- : 
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enin Sinners. 
i Cofpel means of ‘awal g 


| from an. unfeen itorm ; 


oo t 


F - 
mae < fay sOae 


__LJons 2 


liverance 3 : being ASS ‘the deai- 
nion of a: * carnalimind, whichis 
enmity againft- God’ _ Is there 
any poflible way of ‘deliverance, 
except through the mere grace of 
the Saviour ? Chrift plainly fays, 
“6, Without me ye. can do no- 
thing.” Our fallen ftate is fuch, 
that we are exprefsly told, « Itis 
not of him that willeth, nor of 
him that runneth but of God that 
fhoweth mercy.”? Now, can it 
be any other hee the want of.a 
conviction of being in this critical 
ftate, that can be the caufe of fin- 
ners remaining in ftupidity ? Or, 
can they view themfelves finking 
down to eternal ruin, and remain 


mprsat re 


wholly atieafe and quiet ? If they 


can, then the finking difciple was 
alarmed without any _ rational 
ground. 

By adding a few general re- 
marks, it will appear ftill more 
clearly, that bringing into view 
their criminal, ruined dtate, and 
pointing out to them that there ts 


| no other help, but in the mere fo- 


vereign pleafure of God, is the 
moft fuccefsful method of awaken- 
mg finners.. 
tn the firft place, let it* be no- 
ted, that a know ledge of danger 
is always neceflary in order for a 
perfon to feardanger. "The mari- 
ner, calmly failing, feels no alarm 
though it 
may foon invade” en in ‘a mott 
dreadful. torrent. But when it 
comes to his view, and. he finds 
himfelf about to perifh, terror and 
alarm feize him ! Indeed, whete- 


‘ever there are fenfible apprehenfi- 


ons of danger, emotions of fear 
and concern will be excited, “even 
if there be no hope of efeape. “Tt 
is not Aope, which alarms people, 
but a knowledge of danger. 

ain ; none who have’ “juft 
ideas of God, will fear his difplea- 
fure, anlefs ‘they: are : fenfible they 
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have difobeyed him. Sinners, as 
well’ as faints, may apprehend, 
that God will not infliG@ upon 
- thera the punifhment of eternal 
death, unlefs they have dire€ly 
broken his holy law. Hence, to 
have that religious concern which 
arifes from proper ground, a per- 
fon mutt fee that he is really a 
criminal, as well as fee that he is 
in a dangerous fituation. It is 
needful, therefore, that the fin- 
ner’s true character be difcrimina- 
ted, and held up to view. 

It may, alfo, be further remark- 
ed, that even when a perfon is 
convinced that he is in danger of 
divine wrath, and alfo that he is 
truly deferving of it, his anxiety 
will not be great, fo long as he 
retains an idea that by his own 
exertions he can be veinftated into 
the divine favor. Suppofe a per- 
fon have ever fo important a piece 
of work to perform, and at the 
fame time have laborers employed 
fufficient to do it,—in this cafe, 
would he not view things going 
on well ? How needful it is, there- 
fore, that finners be told they are fo 
dead in trefpaffes and fins that for 
them to be faved, they mutt be 
plucked as ‘brands out of the fire ! 

Add the remarks that have 
now been made, to the fat which 
was adduced concerning Peter ; 
and muft not the anfwer that was 
given to the queftion fated, ap- 
pear very plain? 

A few thoughts which natu- 
rally rife from this illuftration are 
worthy of notice. | 

1. We fee, that the gofpel, as 
it was preached by Chriit and his 
apottles, is peculiarly calculated to 
be a mean of faving finners. God 
works with means. And he has 
ordinarily made conviction and a- 
wakening neceflarv, in order for 
the renewing of the heart. Ac- 
cordingly, we fee that the gofpel 
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points out every unfan&tified foul, 
to be in a critical fituation as was 
Peter, when finking in the depth 
of the fea. Our Lord was exe 
prefs in fhowing their condemned, 
loft itate when he declared, « He 
that believeth not the Son fhaj} 
not fee life; but the wrath of 
God abideth on him.” In anos 
ther place he obferves, they are 
condemned already. And to fhow 
themthat their only hope of delivere 
ance is in his mere fovereign grace, 
he declares, «* As the Father raif. 
eth up the dead and quickeneth 
them ; even fo, the Son quickens 
eth whom he will.”? Saint Paul 
adds, «¢ He will have mercy on 
whom he will have mercy, and 
whom he will he hardeneth.’? 
Thus, from the texts now quo- 
ted, as only a fpecimen of the 
general run of infpired preaching, 
we fee how admirably adapted 


are the diftinguifhing truths of 
| the gofpel, to be a means of brings 


ing loft men into the kingdom of 
God. 

2. Another idea, which arifes 
from the fubject as now illuftrated, 
is, that the perfonal goad of every 
one requires that he give an ime 
partial, attentive hearing to. the 
mott pointed and plain preaching, 
Though there be no certain cons 
nection between canviction and 
converfion, yet we look upon a 
man’s {tate more ‘hopeful who has 
a true conviction of his condition, 
than one who is entirely thoughts 
lefs.——For, it is by * the foolifhnefs 
of preaching that God faves them 
who believe.””? Thofe, therefore, 
who are wife, will give an impare 
tial hearing to the moft humbling 
and unpalatable doftrines of the 
gofpel. Be attentive then, O fine 
ner, to hear the wortt of your cafe, 
if you have aay regard for your 
own foul. 

It becomes thofe, alfo, whe 


Nan 
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view themfelves faints, ferioufly to 
attend to thofe truths which are 
fo much difrelifhed by the natural 
heart ; that they may hereby 
know whether they have ever felt 
the truth concerning themfelves, 
and whether they are pleafed with 


that which is theit only hope of 


falvation. 

3. Tt appears that the doétrine 
of divine fovereignty, and man’s 
abfolute dependance on fpecial 
grace, are very neceflary and prof- 
éiable to be clearly brought into 
view. If there were any propri- 
ety in Peter’s being alarmed when 
he faw that his life depended 


wholly on the gracious arm of 


Chrift ; why ought it not to be a 
particular object with a preacher 
of the gofpel, to convince the un- 
godly multitude that they are thus 
fallen in fuch criminal oppofition 
to their maker, that nothing but 
his mere electing love can raife 
them from finking to hell? Why 
fhould truths fo important be pal- 
liated and kept back? If finners 
are difpofed to cavil, and find 
fault with thefe do@trines, it is no 
fign they are not profitable; but 
rather a mark that they are profit- 
able. That which the depraved 
mind defires moft of all, is,- to 
remain fecure and undifturbed. 
And fince we are affured in God’s 
word, that the carnal mind is en- 
mity to truth, that which awak- 
ens it in any fenfe, mutt be calcu- 
lated to have a falutary effe&. 

4. From what has been faid, 
does it not appear, that fome ob- 
ject againtt having that brought 
nto view, which is the moit di- 
re€t mean of their falvation ; and 
which is their only hope? Point 
out the utter finfuliefs of all the 
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told, that their deliverance from 
ruin depends wholly on the’ eter- 


nal purpofe of God? Then we 
fee, they oppofe that which is’ 
calculated to fecure to them the 
greateft poffible good. They ob- 


ject againft the ufe of the moft di- 


rect means for their good. And 
they obje& againft the only encou- 
ragement there is tothe ufe of thofe 
means. Take a view of our ftate 
by nature, and would not all perifh 
had not God an eternal purpofe 
of mercy concerning fome? =~ 

Refrain, therefore, O finner, 
from thefe unjuft replies, left thou 
be found fighting, not only againft 
God, but againit thine own foul. 
Let thy heart no longer defpife 
reproof ; but ferioufly hear, that 


thy foul may live. OR. SS 


Mess’rs Epirors, .. .. 
IF you fhall. judge the fol. 
lowing brief. and very.-imperfec 
hints on a fubjeét which is deemed 
very: important, worth. inferting 
in your very ufeful Magazine, you 
are requefted to do it, after revil- 
ing and correting them.. 
Your friend, ... 
SENEX. 


To Parents and Heads of Families 
who are living in the daily neg- 
Le& of Family Prayer, and the 
religious inftruction of their Chil- 
dren. 


Dear’ Frienps, ~ 
N ardent defire for your 
prefent and future welfare 
and felicity, ‘as. well as the happi- 
nefs of your ‘dear “children ‘and 
families, the peace, order and well 
being of fociety im general, with 
which you ftand ‘conneéted, to- 


doings of the unregenerate, and) 
are not. many inclined to manifelt. 
their oppofition ?> Are not many 
‘difpofed to. object again being 


gether with an ‘honeft defire-(as 
“T humbly hope) of promoting in 
fome fmall degree the caufe of 
| true piety and the religion of our 


1803 i On the importance 
amiga "Beleeiners shave. induced 
me to.addrefs a few'lines to you on 
the-fubject of family prayer and 
inftruction. , My. with and defign 
m4 this attempt isto convince you, 
my dear-friends, that while. you 
live in the negleét of a duty fo 
plain and fo important, you have 
but too much reafon to conclude 
that you have no true religion ; 
that_.you are: - living. without hope 
and without. God in the world ; 
and having no religion to. folace 
you while paffing thro’ life, what 
will fupport or comfort you in 
the gloomy vale of death ?. When 
your flefh and your heart hall 
fail you, to whom will you look 
for help—on whom will you. de- 
pend for fafety and. deliverance ? 
Such perfons as are parents and 
heads of families, and who of 
courfe have the care of children 
and their education committed to 
them, have a duty of vaft impor- 
tance refting on them. They 
will do well to confider that the 
care not only of their bodies, but 
alfo of their dear, immortal, un- 
dying {pirits is committed to 
them ; and that while they pro- 
vide every thing neceffary for their 
temporal and bodily fupport and 
comfort, but negleé&t the care of 
their fouls, they perform the fmall- 
eft, incomparably the fmalleft part 
of the duty which they’ owe to 
their dear offspring.—The in- 
ftruction of children in the duties 
and in the nature and reafonable- 
nefs of religion is vaftly impor- 
tant ; and thofe who would faith- 
fully and fuccefsfully difcharge 
the duty, will be very careful and 
confcientious therein. 
not only teach them by pious pre- 
cepts, but alfo by pious examples; 
for in vain will be your pious in- 
ftructions if not enforced by relig- 
jous examples. 


Should you be afked whether 


They will | 
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you love your ‘children, you would 
be furprifed and almott grieved 
at fo dtrange an enquiry; but, 
my dear friends, let me afk you 
whether that. love and affection 
which appears to extend no far- 
ther than. to, the bodies and the 
temporal concerns of your chil- 
dren; while that which concerns 
them and their tender, anxious 
parents more than ten thoufand 
worlds is wholly negle&ed—can 
with any propriety be called gen- 
uine. and true love? I think it 
cannot; but I muft requeft you 
to confider it ferioufly, and with 
the attention which the nature 
and importance of the fubject de- 
mand. 

Thofe parents who live from 
day to day, and from year to year; 
in the negle&t of family prayer 
and inftru¢tion, are not only omit- 
ting an important duty which 
they ought to perform, but are 
teaching theirdearchildrenby ther 
own fatal example, more emphat- 
ically and more perfuafively than 
by the moft conclufive reafoning, 
that fuch prayer and {uch inftruc- 
tion are wholly unneceflary.—- 
Permit me to requelt you to con- 
fider further, what is the tendency 
of this example which you fet ; 
is it not to render your own pores 
more obdurate and infenfible, and 
your own minds more blind to 
your own eternal concerns? But 


| does the evil tendency ftop here ? 


Will not your example ferve to 
encourage. others, your neighbors 
and acquaintance, in the negleé& 
of their duty, by which you bring 
a double guilt on yourfelves.— 
But above all, how awfully does 
it. tend to beget in the minds of 
your dear offspring a difbelief and 
total negleét of all religion, and of 
all the duties of it ; and to caft 
away and deny all moral obliga- 
tion? And, my dear friends, what 
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a gloomy profpe& does this afford | 
136 as it re{peéts pofterity ! How | i 
what he faith to them as a body,- 


foon and with what rapid ftrides 


will your children’ defeend to a | 


ftate of heathenifm, and become 


iothing better than Pagan idola- 
\ alluded to, in the Revelation of: 


ters !—Much remains to be faid 


on this interefting fubject, by way | 
ef argument, to convince all who | 
need conviction, of the reafona-_ 
blenefs, obligation and utility of | 


the duty ; and in anfwering ob- 
jetions or enquiries which it is 
poffible fome may be difpofed to 
make, plain and reafonable as the 
duty appears to be ; but as J in- 
tended no more than to fuggeft a 
few of the leading ideas, in hopes 
that fome abler hand might be in- 
ducéd to take up the fubject, and 
enlarge upoa it as its importance 
demands, J fhall clofe my  re- 
marks by withing the divine effi- 
elency may accompany every ef- 
fort, however feeble, towards en- 
lightening the ignorant, bringing 
to ferious confideration fuch as 
are thoughtlefs, and living fecurely 
in the negle& of religious duties, 
whofe doom, if they continue 
thus to live, and fo leave the 
world, will be awful indeed’! 
Which may Gop of his infinite 
mercy prevent, for the fake of a 
merciful Redeemer. 


7) houghts ba. the Importance of 
Church Difcipline. 


N a day, like the prefent, when 
immorality and error greatly 
abound, the queftion 1s often put, 
what can be done ? What is the 
_Chriftian’s immediate duty for the 
purpofe of avoiding the evils im- 


pending ?—Various have been the 


anfwers to the enquiry, both wife 
and good. In addition to thofe, 
J would fuggeft one that has not 
been much fpoken of ; it is this, 
that profefling Chyiftians pay a 
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more particular attention, to what - 
the fpirit faith to the churches ;. 


not merely as individuals. The 
addrefs ismade to them, in their™ 
colle&tive capacity, in the paflage™ 


St. John. He was dire&ed, by) 
the great head of the church, ‘to. 
write a kind and friendly admo-* 
nition, to the angels of the feven™ 


churches of Afia, fometime be-- 


fore the fall of the Roman’ em-" 
pire; that by repentance they 
might avert the evils which im-. 
pended them. The main obje& 
of his epiftles to thofe churches 
was to excite them to revive and- 
maintain a ftri€t and regular dif-’ 
cipline of their members, ‘relating’ 
to doétrine or praétice 3 and to: 
forewarn them that if they conti-° 
nued to negle€t fo important a> 
duty, and remain impenitent, their 
candleftick fhould be removed; or 
the churches broken up. - The 
event has fhewn how far they. 
obeyed the friendly admonition.’ 
Like cafes require like remedies,. 
What the divine fpirit. faid to: 


| the feven churches of Afia, he 


fays to all the churches of Chrift,’ 
in all ages. ‘T’he churches of 
Chnift in America ought, theres’ 
foré, to have an ear to hear what 
the {pirit- faith to them ; and, if 
it appears they are chargeable with 
thofe things, for which the Afi-: 
atic churches were reprehended,: 
to be alarmed and repent. Let: 
the matter of church difcipline> 
be carefully and candidly examin- 
ed, and a view taken of the flate 
of the churches in this land,’ 
that we may fee, whether there is’ 
not as juft ground for the ad-. 


-monition to thefe, as there was to! 
| thofe in Afia. 
Fit was faid/by the holy fpirit, that 
notwithftanding  they~ had many 


To one of them 


good things, aud hated the deeds’ 
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of the Nicolaitans,. yet. they had-| ply, that Chriftians do.meet for , 
left their firft-love. Are none of | focial prayer and converfation, in. 
our churehes guilty in| this re-.| many. places, but 1s it univerfal 2- 


{pe&t:? If they are,. the. threat- 
ning denounced, in cafe.of impe- 
nitence, will apply to us as well 
as to them. “Io avoid the im: 
pending evil, repentanice is the on~ 
ly means. It is of as much im- 
portance that churches keep and 
maintain their warmeft affections, 
for their Lord and Matter, now 
as it was then ; and. his difplea- 
fare againft them for the want of 
it, is as great now as ever. Ano- 
ther of thofe churches -the fpirit 
reproves, for holding corrupt doc- 
trines, fuch as were fubverfive of 
the Chriftian faith. They were 
alfo warned.to repent, or -their 
candleftick fhould be removed out 
of its place. It may be afked, 
are there not fome herefies in our 
churches, as repugnant.to gofpel 
principles, as theirs were)? If 
there are, no doubt but the fame 
fate will follow now as did then, 
unlefs timely repentance . prevent. 
To another of thofe churches, no- 
tice is given, that. their graces 
were weak and ready to die, and 
they were commanded to ftrength- 
en them, to be watchful and to re- 
pent. 

May not this be faid of fome 
of the churches now ? Are there 
not ftrong fymptoms of this ma- 
nifeft at the prefent day ? Dothe 
churches, as.a body, exhibit that 
lively and. fervent zeal for the 
caufe of Chrift. and his. kingdom 
which the times call for? Is there 
no defect in watching over and.ad- 
monifhing one another as Chrift 
tians 2! Are they not cold and in- 
different, in fome. important du- 
ties; fuch as focial. prayer and 
Chrifian conferences? Duties 
peculiarly \caleulated to inftrud 
and. animate them in their Chrif- 
tian caufe, Tk may be faid in-re- 


And where they do, what propor... 
tion of church members attend ?» 
Do they, in, general attend, or is, 


| it.only a fmall number, not more . 


perhaps: than one quarter of the 
whole church ? cn - 
It was faid of the church in. 
Sardis, .that..they had a few. 
names which had_not defiled their. 
garments, and that. they fhould. 
walk with Chrift, in. white, for: 
they were worthy, but notwith-. 
flanding this the church was cor- 
rupt, and was reprehended as a 
body, and threatened with diffo- 
lution, unlefs they repented. 3 
The church of Laodicea was 
rebuked for a fin, which they 
thought nothing of ; and that 
was lukewarmnefs. The opinion 
they had of themfelves was, that 
they were rich and increafed in 
goods, and had need. of nothing, 
and knew not, that they were 
poor, and. miferable, and wretch. 
ed, and -blind and naked. Are 
none of the churches now liable 
to this charge of being Iuke- 
warm? Are there not great rea- 
fons to fear that -all of them are” 
more or lefs guilty in this refpe@ ? 
If fo the afpeét is alarming in 
proportion te their guilt. Chrift 
fays he will fpue fuch churches 
out of his mouth. 
Are there not flrong fymptoms 
of this. malady among us ? Do 
not profeflors act and talk, as 
though they had, ia their opinion, 
religion enough, and were as ac- 
tive and-zealous in the caufe of 
religion.as they ought to be ?, As 
to fome. important duties, called 
for at the. prefent . day, .are they 
mot different: about them, -whe- 
‘ther they are performed or not ? 
‘If thefe matters were. duly, exam- 
lined, ne doubt but it would, pres 


70 
duce 4 conviction, that a reform- | 
ation is greatly needed. Church | 

“ difcipline, as pointed out and | 
commanded by Chnift and his | 
apoitles, appears to be an impor- 
tant mean for corre€ting {uch 
diforders 5 and it is among the 
fruits that are meet for the repent- 
ance neceflary to prevent the 
threatened calamity. 

One defcription of the church, 
in its moft perfect fate on earth, 
is that fhe looketh forth as the 
morning, fair as the moon, clear 
as the fun, and terrible as an army 
with banners. A well difciplined | 
army, every man in his place and 
rank, with his warlike habiliments 
in fhinng order, every one hav. 
ing his eyes and ears open to the 
motion and command of his gen- 
eral, with banners held up in their 
places, looks terrible, and does 
more to difhearten an encounter- 
ing enemy, than the irregular 
movements of a mob of tenfold 
the number. That regular and | 
fri& difcipline which the laws of | 
Chriit’s kingdom require, would | 
be equally impreffive upon the en- 
emies of the church in the fpirit- 
ual warfare under the command 
of Chrift, the great Captain of 
our falvation ; and would do more | 
to damp and difhearten infidels | 
and oppofers, than any thing elfe 
that belongs to the Chrittian war- 
fare. It is matter of great re- 
joicing, at the prefent day, that | 
there is fuch an effufion of the 
Holy Spirit, whereby many are 
awakened and brought home to 
Chrit, and the churches replen- 
ifhed with new members. But is 
not this bright profpe& darkened 
by adeficiency in difcipline and 
Chriftian watchfulnefs ? It is faid, 
when the fet time to favor Zion 
is come, her fervants will take 
pleafure in her ftones and favor 
the duft thereof; that is, there 
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will be more Chriftian. affeGtion 
and kind offices towards the mean- 
eft members of the Church than 
ever before. .No. doubt church 
difcipline duly. admmiftered ex. 
hibits Chriftian . affeGtion in a 
ftrong light; for, fays one who 
had experience of it, * let the 
righteous {mite me, it fhall-be an 
excellent oil that fhall not break 
my head.”’ 

True Chriftian affeGtions are 
diftinguifhed by a beautiful fym- 
metry and proportion, regarding 
all the commands of Chrift, ac- 
cording to their weight and im- 
portance ; hereby all men may 
know we are his difciples... It is 
often mentioned in Chriftian con« 
verfation, that the afpe@ of things 
is gloomy and threatening, on ac- 
count of the increafe of impiety,’ 
infidelity and contempt of author- 
ity. May it not be inquired 
whether this is not in a great. 
meafure owing to lax difcipline in 
the churches? For the churches 
of Afia were faulty in this refpe@; 
they were warned of their danger 
and threatened with diffolution, 
unlefs they repented. They did 
not obey the divine admonition, 
therefore the threatened evil has 
long fince been executed upon. : 
them. We have no evidence that 
their fins, at the time of the warn-. 
ing, were greater than ours are. 
Have we not then the greateft 
reafon to fear, from neglecting” 
this important duty, that we thall 
feel the fame unhappy confequén-’ 
ces? Surely wehave. _. 

Let us attend to a few of the 
laws of Chrift’s kingdom, and al- 
fo to the ftate of the churches, and 
fee how far they are prattifed, 
and it muft appear there is need 
of a more careful and ftriG@ difci- 
pline than now exifts. James iv. 
11. ‘ Speak not evil one of ano- 
ther, brethren ; he that fpeaketh 
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evil of his brother, and judgeth 


his brother, fpeaketh evil of the 


law, and judgeth the law.” Eph. 
iv. 14. “ That we henceforth be 
no more children, tofled to and 
fro, and carried about with every 
wind of doétrine, by the fleight 
of men, and cunning craftinefs, 
whereby they lie in wait to de- 
ceive.” 3rft_verfe. « Let all 
bitternefs, and wrath, and clamor, 
and evil fpeaking, be put away 
from you, withall malice.”? Chap. 
v. verfe 3. “ But fornication and 


all uncleannefs, or covetoufnefs, 


let it not once be named amongit 
you, as becometh faints.” 1 Pe- 


ter, i. 13. * Submit yourfelves’ 
to every ordinance of man, for 


the Lord’s fake ; whether it be 


to the king as fupreme, or unto 


governors as unto them, that are 
fent by him for the punifhment of 
evil doers and for the praife of 
them that do well. © For fo is the 
will of God, that with well doing 
ye may put to filence the igno- 
rance of foolifh men.”? "Thefe are 
a few of the many precepts given 
in the word of God, for the regu- 
lation of the fubjects of his king. 
dom. And are they all carried 
into effe&, fo that there is no 


ground for a reprehenfion on ac- | 


count of negle&t ? This cannot be 
plead." 

But are not thefe duties indif- 
penfible ? Can men be loyal fub- 
jets to Chrift, who live in the 
daily breach of them ? Can that 
be a true church of Chyift, that 
fuffers them with impunity ; and 
do not exert themfelves according 
to the rules given by Chrift, and 
his apoftles, to reclaim them ? 
Chriftians are commanded to ex- 
hort one another daily, left any 
be hardened through the deccit- 
fulnefs of fin. | Can it be faid that 
they are clear from blame in this 
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privilege to be underthe watchful 
care of the church, and objects 
of the brotherly affeGtion of eve- 
ry individual member,. accordin gS 
to covenant engagements at the 
time of admiffion ; but where lies. 
the privilege if nothing be done, 
by either, excepting only in cafes. 
of the groffeft and moft heinous 
offences, while all other faults are. 
overlooked, .or nothing done, 
agreeably to Chrift’s rules to re- 
form them ? ake 

It is worthy of ferious confi-_ 
deration, whether the threatening 
afpect of things, arifing from the 
encroachments of the enemy of 
our peace, will be changed for 
the better, until our ears are 
more opened to hear, what the- 
{pirit faith to the churches, re- 
fpeCting things that are amifs, and 
which muft be repented of or we 
feel the bitter confequences. To 
be hoping, and wihing, and earn- 
eftly defiring better things, and 
better times, without proper ex- 
ertions made, according to di- 
rections given in the law of God, 
will never deliver us from our 
troubles, nor fet our feet ina large 
place, or put a fong of praife into 
our mouth, nor eftablifh our go- 
ings. 

To imprefs the thought a_ lit. 
tle, it may be well to take a view 
ofa cafe of diftrefs that happened, 
to the Ifraclitifh church, under 
the care of Jofhua, at the time 
they were commencing the con-— 
queft and poffeffion of Canaan.. 
The anger of the Lord was fhewn 
againft them, in a defeat of their 
army, again{t Ai, and a flaughter 
of a number of their brethren, 
at which the hearts of the. peo- 
ple melted like water ; the cry 
no doubt was, as at ‘this day, what 
is to be done for out rélicef 2? Jo. 
fhaa,. with the Elders, fell prof> 


matter ? It is’ confidered a great | trate in the duft before the ark of 
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God, and made their complaint | 
and interceffion, until even tide. 


Addrefs to Young Profefors. 
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new name. He that hath an ear 
let him hear what the {pirit faith 


But the Lord roufed them from , to the churches.” — 


‘their fupplicating pofture, and let 
them know the caufe of their ca- 
lamity, and their remedy.  “ If- 
rael,”. faith he, “ have finned, 
and tranfgrefled my covenant, 
which I commanded them. Get 
thee up, wherefore lieft thou thus 
on thy face? Up, fanctify the 
people, and fay fandify your- 
felves ; there is an accurfed thing 
in the midft of thee, O Ifrael, 
thou canft not ftand before thine 
enemies, until ye take away the 
accurfed thing from among you.” 
Here it may be remarked, that 
the charge was againft Ifrael ; 
the whole congregation were treat- 
- edas guilty. Butit was Achan, 
the fon of Carmi only, that had 
done the fa& ; the people were 
chargeable with the crime until 
they fhould look out, and punifh 
_ the offender, and carry into ef- 
fe& the law in fuch cafe provid- 
ed ; and until that was done, all 
other things would be unavailing ; 
they could net make the leaft ad- 
vance, againit the enemy, nor 
make any progre{s towards inher- 
iting the land which God had 
fworn he would give them, un- 
til this was done. Now, faith the 
apoftle, all thefe things hap- 
pened unto them for enfamples ; 
and they were written for our ad- 
monition, upon whom the ends of 
the world are come.“ Behold,”? 
faith Chrift Jefus, I come 
quickly :. hold that faft which 
thou haft, that no man take thy 
crown. Him that overcometh, 
will I make a pillar in the temple 
of my God, and he hall go no 
more out : and I will write upon 
him the name of my God, which 
is new Jerufalem, which cometh 
drawn out of heaven from God : 
and I will write upon him my 
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To tue Epirors oF THE Con- 
nEcTICUT EVANGELICAL Ma~ 
GAZINE. ; 


GENTLEMEN, 


THE fubftance of the fol- 
lowing was addreffed to a confid- 
erable clafs of young perfons, at 
the time of their admiffion as mem- 
bers of the vifible church. If in 
your judgment, it will not fuper- 
fede the publication of fomething 
more generally ufeful, you are at 
liberty to infert it in the Maga. 
zine. TROPHIMUS. 


Beloved in the Lord, 

HE friends of the Redeem- 

er and his kingdom, who 
witnefs the prefent tranfaGtion, 
have great joy at feeing you join- 
ing yourfelves unto the Lord, in 
folemn covenant with him and his 
people. While the ways of Zion 
mourned, they have been praying 
for her profperity, in the falvation 
of your fouls. They now find, 
by happy experience, that “ He 
who goeth forth weeping and 
bearing precious feed, fhall return 
again with joy, bringing his fheaves 


_with him.” 


The propriety of your prefent 
proceeding, and of' your bein 
hence denominated difciples of Je- 
{us, depends on your vital union 
to him, and your refemblance of 
him in fpirit and conduét. The 
evidence of an_ holy life is fairly 
expected of you, for fupporting 
the good confeffion which you” 
have now made before many wit- 
nefles. How important, that you 
henceforth fhine as lights in the 
world! Remember that the eyes 
of JenOVAH are upon you ; that 


ont't 
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Ahepondercth all your goings, and 
will bring all. your. works into 
judgment. It will be of no avail, 
as it re{pects. either the honor of 
God and the Redeemer, the ad- 
percemsrs gs his kingdom, or the 
alvation of your own. fouls, to 
hiave called Chrift Lord, Lord, or 
even to have eaten“ and’ drunken 
an his prefence,-unlefs, you-are de- 
svoted in heart and life, to his fer- 
.viceand glory. Even the angels, 
“whom you have called to witnels 
your vows, and who rejoice when 
one finner repenteth, feel a lively 
intereft in the part which fhall be 
~ ated by you, under the profeffion 
you have now made. Yea, could 
pain find entrance into the abodes 
of light, their hearts muft be 
pained on feeing even one of you 
departing from the pure fimplicity 
of the faith, and thence bringing 
‘fhame and reproach on the holy 
“name, by which you are called. 
Like them, the friends of Chrift 
“around you are greatly concerned 
that you fhould adorn your holy 
profeffion. ‘They will watch over 
~ you with pious folicitude, and with 
fervent prayer to God that you 
may bring forth fruit, an hundred 
fold. ene ee 
You now declare, before God, 
angels, and men, that you “have 
‘entered upon the Chriftian-race. 
_ May you run manfully, and obtain 
“the prize. If fincere, as is hoped, 
“TE give you joy ; yea, I bid you 
- God fpeed! Remember, that a 
“Tife of religion is a life of holy 
“diligence and activity, ia the fer- 
“vice of God. It is a warfare 
“which is never accomplithed till 
‘death. “It“is. a race, in which, 


~ 


“forgettitg the things which’ are | 


~ behind, you muft prefs forward, 
Fat it fhalltérminate in the slories 
* of immortality.“ I" cherith the 
“pleating” hope, that you have 
**eountéd the: coft, arid will never 
Vou. DEY Nori. 
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“be weary in Well doing. But’ Tet 
him who thinketh he ftandeth, 


take heed, leit he fall: | The inex- 
_perience and natural inftability of 
‘youth, together with’ the vigdr 


of youthful paffions, will stender 


“you a more eafy prey to tempta- 


tion than thofe of riper years. 


| There are three potent enemies 
‘leagued in a confpiracy againit 


your peace and falvatidn. | “"T'hefe 
are the world, the flefh and the 


devil. ; The fubtle adverfary “of 


fouls will ufe all his art and influ- 
ence to beguile you from the way 
of the truth ; to entangle you in 
temptation and plunge you in ruin. 
The world, intending fuch of man- 
kind as are unfriendly to Jefus 
and his religion, will not be found 
the’ leaft dangerous ; efpecially 
thofe of the young who are yet 
in love with the pleafures of fin. 
Thefe will ‘naturally be tempted 
to fpread {nares for your feet, if 
by any means they may lead you 
back to your former wanderings 
with them, in the way to ‘ruin. 
Hence, the grand deceiver, and a 
finful world, in alliance with the 
remains of an evil heart, will main- 
tain an hoft of enemies, againft 
which you will need to employ 
the whole armor of God. 

' Nothing, in which you are cal- 
led to be aGtive, can exceed the 
importance of running, with pa- 
tience, the racé fet before you. 
Would ‘you render glory to God 
and the Redeemer, this is the way. 
Would you recommend the relig- 
ion of fefus to the confciences of 
all, as worthy of acceptation, and 
efpecially’ to the young of your 


acquaintance, this is* the way. 


Would” you’ enjoy the fublime 
pleafures of religion in fife, and“in 


death, and at laft obtain the glory 


and immortality of the. kingdom 
of God, the way 1s before’you 5 
fo run that you may obtain. To 


Ooo 
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this purpofe fhun the very appear- 
-ance-of evil; that if any feek oc- 
cafion for evil fpeaking, they may 
be afhamed when, they behold 
your chafte converfation in Chrift. 
Remember the. vows you. have 
now made, and from which you 
eannot go back. . Take faft hold 
of inftruGiion ; let her not go; 
keep, her, for fhe is your life. 
Pure.and undefiled religion is this, 
to keep unfpotted from the world. 
Enter not into the path of the 
wicked ;. for the friendfhip of the 
world is enmity with God. There- 
fore, if finners entice-you, in no 
wife confent.. Should any. at- 
tempt to beguile you from. the 
way of holinefs, fay,to them, 
Whether it be right, in the Sight of 
God, to hearken to you more than 
0° God, judge ye. Have no fel- 
low‘hip with the unfruitful works 
of darknefs, but rather reprove 
them. _ While you bear a proper 
teftimony againft the. vices. and 
impenitency of the irreligious, let 
- your treatment of their per/ons be 
exprefiive of the meek, the benevo- 
lent and pacific temper of the gof- 
pel. Let your lives be “replete 
with-evidence, that wifdom excel- 
leth folly as far as light excelleth 
darknefs, Never give occafion 
for its béing faid, ye did run well; 
who did hinder you, that ye fhould 
not obey the:truth? Give no oc- 
cafion of offence and grief to the 
friends of -veligion, nor of ftum- 
blag and unbelief to. others. 

It. is doubtlefs expected by 
fome, to whom. it would be-mat- 
ter.of rejoicing, that:your good. 
nefs will be like the moraing cloud 
andthe’ early dew, swhich goeth 


away. They even hope:to: find, | 
in your apottacy,.a cloak for their | 


own fins; and fhould.ene in. ten 


of you fall from your fteadfattnefs, 


they will be comforted..and jem. 


boldenedin the waytoruin.s Let 
your example, therefore; exhibit 
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fuch evidence of the pure and a- 
miable fimplicity of the. gofpel 
religion; as nothing can refilt. or 
gainfay., ‘The teftimony of your 
lives, if holy and. without blame, 
may be rendered effeétuai for cap- 
tivating others unto the obedience 
of Chrift; but if, unholy,. you 
will probably be the fad occafion 
of their ftumbling, | and finally 
plunging in remedilefs deftru@ion. 
As therefore it refpeéts, in.a fpe- 
cial manner, the multitudes of the 
rifing and juft rifen generation a- 
round you, the influence of. your 
example is immenfely important. 
Hence, be fteadfaft and immove= 
able, always. abounding “in the 
work of the Lord, forafmuch as 
ye know that your labor is. not in 
vain, in the Lord, Go..to. no 
place, and frequent ne fociety, in 
which you. cannot. pray. for, the 
prefence of. God, and that. his all 
feeing eye may infpet your con- 
duc. Do nothing in public,. or 
alone, on which you cannot: hon- 
eftly implore the divine bleffing. 
Search.the {criptures daily, for 
they teftify of Jefus and are the 
words of eternal life. .Be pune- 
tual and fervent) in your attend- 
ance on all the. inftitutions and 
duties of religion, Watch and 
pray, that ye enter not into temp- 
tation... Pray much for the prof 
perity of Zion. Ina {pecial-man- 
ner, be pundtual, perfevering and 
fervent in the devotions of the 
clofet.. Thefe thould be regard- 
ed as the daily nourifhment of an 
holy life. If thefe are negle@ed, 
or attended in a cold and formal 
manner; \inftead: of being. like a 
tree planted by the water courfes, 
you will be like an heath in. the 
defert.» When tempted to loiter 
in your race, look unto» Jefus, 
‘Think of him. who. endured the 
crofs and defpifed the fhame ; and 
let the ardor of his love to the di- 
vine glory enkindlein your bofoms 


4803.) 


a fimilar flame. © Ina word, be 
perfuaded to ve the religion 
of the Son of God, that the work, 
of which you profefs to have been 
the fubjeéts, may thence be ap- 
proved to the ‘confciences of all, 
‘as a miraculous work of divine 
grace; and that God m all things 
may be glorified, through Jefus 
Chrift. -AMEN. 


- 


A brief fectch of the life and dying 
~exercifes of Mrs. B » who 
died Fuly 1802, in one of the 
“towns in the fiate of Maffachw- 
felts, “in the 30th year of her 
ape & ; . 
'T the age of about fourteen 
% years, Mrs. B became 
very ferioufly impreffed. For fe- 
veral weeks her diftrefs of mind 
was* gréat. 
‘as one of the greateft of finners. 


At times fhe was the fubje& of | 
the moft violent temptations of | 


the adverfary, which nearly prov- 
ed her ruin for time and eternity. 
‘But when her diftrefs was at the 
greateft, -and all hope from herfelf 
was cut off, God was pleafed to 
- Jet'a ray of light into her mind. 
‘She could fee the glory of God 
in every thing around, and was 
led to praife him, though: fhe had 
no thought at that time that what 
fhe experienced was faving. All 
things appeared new’; and efpe- 
cially the difcovered a new beauty 
and glory in the gofpel, and in 
the chara&ter of God as revealed 
in the Bible. 

From this time fhe continued a 
ferious, exemplary Chriftian till 
the age of feventeen years, when 
fhe publicly profeffed religion. 
How deeply fhe was affeted with 


a profpect of this folemn tranfac- | 


tion, may be feen from the follow- 


jag extra of a letter fhe wrote | 


to a friend.) Laft« Friday 
‘evening, while I was alone, oI 
«had a defire to liftup my tho’ts 


She viewed herfelf | 
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to fomething far higher than 
“this world. Immediately my 
« defires increafed, and T felt a 
‘ willingnefs to leave all and fol- 
‘low Chrift. “T’ have ever fince 
¢ feenas’ it were a fountain open- 
‘ed, and God willing to’ forgive 
‘ finners. And if I know my 
‘ heart, T have given up myfelf to 
©be devoted to God, which 1s 
© perfect liberty, and to leave the 
‘ fervice of Satan, whichis perfec 
« flavery. OQ Sally, I would beg 
‘ your fincere prayers for me that 
«I may hold out to the end——[ 
¢ feel it imprefled upon me as a 
‘duty to come now and own 
‘ Chrift’ before the world, and 
‘fhall endeavor to do it. It 
‘is our ‘duty to let finners know 
‘ that we can take comfort in fome- 
‘thing higher than this world.’’ 

It was a fingular evidence of 
her fincerity to fee her coming 
forward publicly in religion in her 
youthful age, while her com- 
panions were purfuing a different 
courfe. 

After hers attendance on the 
communion fervice, fhe writes as 
follows: This day has been a 
¢ feaft to many fouls in this place. 
‘ We have had the Lord’s fupper 
¢adminiftered to us in a very 
‘ ftriking manner. It feemed to 
‘me that the Lord was with us 
‘of a truth —Lat night I felt 
‘my fins fo heavy that 1 was al- 
‘moft ready to think It fhould 
‘ not dare to go to the holy ordi- 
‘ nanee 3; but the more I thought 
“ of my fins, the more I felt my 
<« need of going, humble and peni- 
‘tent, and confefling them to a 
¢ merciful God. » And T hope I 
have got a fealed pardon.” 

For feveral:of the Jal years 
of life; the was the fubject of 
many remarkable, affigung. dit- 
penfations of providence. Her 
conttitution was'delicate, and in 
her thort life, the experienced fev, 
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eral diftrefling fits of ficknefs. 
But “ the found it good for her 
“to be afflifted.”” Tt was truly 
inflructive to notice her calmnefs 
and fweet refignation, in feafons 
of inexpreffible bodily diftrefs. 
The diftreffes of her body appear- 
ed like the refiner’s. fire’? to 
purge away the drofs, and. fit her 
foul for a more. intimate enjoy- 
meént of God. 
ficknefs feemed to raife her higher 
in the exercifes of grace. 

Her piety fhone bright in her 
condudt towards her family. She 
was faithful to her dear compan- 
ion, whom fhe viewed to be in an 


unfantified flate, to. warn him of 


the importance of a religions life, 
She had been bleffed ‘with three 
little daughters, whofe minds fhe 
cultivated with great care as far 
as they were capable of inftruc- 
tion. Such was her fituation as 
to bodily health, that the expect- 
ed to leave them in the wide world 
without a mother to guard their 
tender years. This thought ex- 
cited her to great diligence in 
every duty which ‘refpeted the 


good of their fouls. 


She lived tn the habitual eX- 


pectation of her own death, and 
wrote a féw lines of advice for her 
children, to be given to them after 
her'deceafe. A few weeks be- 
fore ther ‘death, fhe prepared her 
funeral drefs, though fhe was then 
in a ftate of perfeét health. 

Her Taft ficknet’s was thort and 
inexpreflibly fevere. Tt continu. 
ed about fourteen days. Amidtt 
great pain of body fhe evidenced 
to all around her, how precious 
religion is in death: 

Through her whole ficknefs the 
feermed to be carried far above the 
things of time, and to be imprefs- 
ed with the. idea that the fhould 
not recovers) About a week” bez 
fore her death, ‘ina dream, fhe 
had fuch a feufible ‘view’ of the 
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glories. of the invifible, world, that 
fhe ever after feemed in hafte'to 
depart..She thought, in her fleep, 
that fhe was in the immediate pref- 
ence of her God and..Saviour, in 
company with numberlefs glorified | 
faints, particularly the old patri- 
archs, prophets, and apoftles.; 
and that) fhe loved them much 
better than. fhe ever had any. of 
her earthly friends, Her affec- 
tions. after this feemed |in.a great 
meafure to quit their hold-on fub- 
lunary things. « As my love to 
‘ God,”’ faid the, “ increafes in 
‘my foul Iam lefs anxious for 
‘ my earthly friends. . I have for. 
‘ merly been unwilling to leave my 
‘children, for fear they might 
‘ fail of a religious education ; but 
‘ now I can leaye them with God, 
‘who can do much better, for 
‘them. than L can. .\I.can with 


‘the greateft fafety commit. all 


‘ iny friends to God and caft my- 
‘ felf and all my concerns an him.” 
Being afked. how God appeared. 
to her? the faid, he. appeared ta 
be an infinitely great and glerious 
being, infinite in goodnefs, and 
that fhe felt, furrounded with his. - 
prefence. and. adorable majelty. 
Being afked whether fhe felt her 
fins pardoned ? She replied, “ yef. 
* terday I had to come to him as 
fa fin-hating and fin-forgiving 
© God.” 
To a youth in the full vigor of 
health whom fhe viewed to be out 
of Chrifl, the faid, «I would 
* not exchange conditions with 
‘ you for any thing... Oh, don’t 
‘ give yourfelf any reft day nor . 
* night.” Sri bli 
She often exprefled longing de- 4 
fires to depart, faying, fhe did not | 
think her weak frame could: have 
held out fo long... She would 
fometimes enquire,“ Tow much 
“longer do you. think. I can.-en? 
‘dure?? Ona perfon?s obferving 
to her that the feemed almoit 
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gone, fhe faid, “ I thought you 


« told me! fo two days ago.’”? She. 


would then fear being impatient 
to ‘wait God’s time. | 
‘not bear to have any of her friends 
uawilling. to part with her. | Ob- 
ferving one “of her filters. over- 
come Teds grief, fhe faid, “Ts 
© not he!la jult ‘God ? What is 
‘ this world that you wifh me to 
‘live in it’??? Her fifter replied, 
“This world is nothing to me, 
< and I feel as though, I had ra- 
‘ther die than fic] here without 
< you.”? This brought a tear into 
her eyes, and fhe “replied, oat 


‘ will be but a little time that you 


‘have to ftay behind.” Being 
requefted by her fifter to leave 
fome word for her to think upon 
and remember her by, ‘fhe faid, 


«¢ Give up this world eatirely, and | 


‘every thing in it, and feek the 
‘ Lord and he will certainly. be 
¢ foundof you. I can fay no more 
« to you than you have in the-bi- 
© ble. It is.full of confolations.” 

At times fhe exprefled great 
anxiety for thofe who were out of 
Chrft. .« I want to fay much 
‘to them, but I have not 
“ftrength. I feel a tender pity 
¢ for them.—But they have Mofes 
‘ and the prophets.” 


To thofe who ftood round her 


bed, fhe faid, * I am here a fpec- 
¢ tacle for you to look at, and fee 


‘to what you are coming—IT_ 


‘am preferved by God’s power 
‘ for a warning to you, that God 
© may be glorified.” 

After all hopes of her recovery 
were paft, fhe was afked, if it 
woul ee her to hear that 
we thought her near her end? 
She replied, * Not'at all.” Then 
with calmnefs fhe prepared to take 
leave of her relatives ;~—converfed 
fome time with her hufband alone; 
—examined into the ftate of his 
_ mind, ‘and exhorted him above’all 
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things to make religion the chief 
bufinefs of life 3—defired him not 
to. mourn for her but for fin ; 
and called in ‘the family one by 
one, and gave ‘them her_dying, - 
counfel. 

Being vilited by her minifter, 
fhe defired prayers, and when 
afked what he fhould pray for, 
— “« That God may be glo. 

‘rified in all things.” At ano- 
ther time fhe faid, “* My work is 
‘all done, and I have nothing to 
‘ do but to breathe out my foul in- 
‘ to the hands of him who gave it.” 

The evening but one before her 
death fhe feemed perfectly ferene 
Her mind was fo 
entirely carried into the world of 
glory, and her expeCtations of 
being foon freed from fin and for: 
row, were fo high, that it fettled 
her countenance into a-~ fweet 
{mile of complacency. A hymn 
was read to her, entitled, “ The 
‘ fog of heaven defired by faints 
¢ om earth.” She clofed her eyes 
and appeared as in a {weet extacy 
of delight while attending. 

After this happy evening fhe 
endured diftrefs of body, which 
cannot be defcribed. She was 
patient and fubmiffive under. all 
her diftreffes, till fhe clofed the 
fcene of mortal life. . Yet imagin- 
ation follows the departed fouls in- 
And this 
calls to mind fome more of her 
cheering words. ‘¢ If,”? faid fhe, 
«“ Thad only flepped on thevother 
‘ fide of death, it feems to me no- 
‘ thing on earth could induce me 
‘to return.”’ 

« Hark fhe bids her friends adien, 
Some angel calls her to the f{pheres, 
Our eyes the radient form purfue, 
Through ae telefcopes of tears. 
Farewell, bright foul, a thort farewell, 
Till we fhall meet agaim above, 

In the {weet groves where pleafures 


dwell, 
And trees of life hear fruits of love,” 
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At a Meeting of the Truftees of the 
~ Miffionary Society of Conneéticut, 
EL Hartford, May 11, 1803. 


Vorep, That the Editors of 
the Conneéticut Evangelical Mag- 
agine be. requefted ‘to publifh in 
their-next number a letter addreff- 
ed to the Board from a female 
friend of miffions, inclofing a do- 
nation of Five Dollars to the So- 
ciety, together with a copy. of 
this vote; as a teftimony of the 
Board’s approbation of the letter, 
and their thanks to the unknown 
writer. Atteft, 

Asex Fuint, Secretary. 


To. the Trufiees of the Miffionary 
Society of Connedicut. 


GENTLEMEN, 

TRUST there are none who 

love our Lord Jefus Chrift in 
fincerity who do not applaud your 
apparent zeal and induttry, in the 
caufe of our divine Mafter. They 
alfo blefs.God that he doth, from 
time to time, raife up inftruments 
for the advancement of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom in the world. 
Andas youhavefreely offered your 
fervice in this glorious canfe, it 
furely becometh others, according 
to their feveral ability, tofollowthe 
example. The earth is the Lord’s 
and the fulnefs thereof ; but, bleff- 
ed be God, he.is pleafed to accept 
whatever his creatures have to be- 
ftow, (provided it be done with a 
right difpofition of heart) asa fac- 
rifice acceptable to himfelf. Ac- 
cordingly I fend you inclofed in 
this a five dollar bill, which pleafe 
to appropriate to the Miffionary 
bufinefs. It isthe, price of in- 
duitry.. . My health has been for 
a confiderable time bad, at leaft 
by turns, which led me exceeding- 


ly to prize the blefling when I 


enjoyed it, and made me to in- 


quire, what fhal] T.render to the ' 
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Lord for all his benefits? Ac. 
cordingly I refolved to fet apart 
fix pence of my earnings each. 
week, in which I was able to per- 
form my tafk, to charitable pur- 
pofes, and I have this little fum 
remaining ; and I can affure my 
young female companions that T 
feel a pleafure in doing thus, 
which twice the fum could not 
procure for me if employed in a- 
dorning my body. May the Lord 
blefs ‘you and make you able 
watchmen upon the walls of Je- 
rufalem, fill your fouls with holy 
joy, and when you have finifhed 
your pilgrimage ‘on earth, receive 
you, for Chrift’s fake, to manfions 
of eternal reft ! 

FROM A/FEMALE FRIEND 

TO MISSIONS. 


‘Religious Intelligence, 


Prefent flate of G onneticut Miffions. 


THE Rev. Fofeph Badger, 
full continues to labor as a Mifii- 
onary in New Conneticut ; from 
which place the Rev. Ezekiel ¥. 
Chapman, lately. returned. Mr. 
Chapman’s place will foon be fup- 
plied by another miffionary ; and 
it is propofed by the Truftees of 
the Miffionary Society of Con- 
necticut, to employ three’ miflion- 
ries in that country the enfuing 
year. a 

The Rev. Meflrs. Willitoa and 
Woodward, are. laboring in the 
weftern counties of New-York, 
and northern counties of Pennfyl- 
vania 3 and it is direéted that a 
mfficnary: be fent for four months 


| to the counties of Otfego.and De- 


leware. 

Mr. —— Hovey, -a candidate 
for the miniltry, is appointed to a 
miffion of four months to the fet. 
tlements on Black River ; and the 
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Rev. Aaron ‘Kinne; to the fettle- | ed to a miffion of fixteen weeks, 
ments on the Ofwegotchée, for | to the fettlements” welt of Lake 
fixmmongisrtss yor “Io sonoq xf Champlain, and the north weft- 
_ ‘The Rev.:Mefirs. Bu/bnell and | ern part, of Vermoiit. 

Leonard, are itinérating as‘ mifi-. | . The Rev. Fohn Willard, jon: 
onaries, one half of the time, in | is appointed-to a miffion of fixteen 
the northern® ‘part of: Vermont. | weeks in the north eaftern part of 
The Rev. Fob Swift, is appoint: | Vermont. 3 


Further aecount of the fales, re c. of the firft volume of the Connec 

oo  hicut Evangelical Magazine. | ae 

Number on hand, as per laft ftatement, January 1802—258, all of 
which have been fold. 


Dolls. Cts. 


Profits to the inftitution by laft ftatement, 1970 38 
Avails of 258 Magazines, fince fold, 92 25 
Profits of the firft volume, 2002 284 
Of the above profits, paid by the publifhers, 
= July 8th, 1801 © 1000 
January 6th, 1802 611 932 
May 1ith, 1803 ne ea) 
Due from fub{cribers oF ge ba 


——2002 28£ 


etouat of the fales, Sc. of the fecond volume, to May roth, 1803. 


Whole number printed 4000 for each month, 48000 
Sold, - - - - ‘41475 
Given gratis to fubferibers, who became refpon- 
fible for 12 fets or more, = 3 = 89392 
On hand, May roth, 1803, - - - 4133-48000 
Amount of Sales. Dolls. Cts. 
33178 to fubfcribers, at 12% cents, - 4l47 25 
5542 at retail, at 12 cents, . - 692 75 
2755 to bookfellers, at 8 pence, - 306 I 
41475 ; Whole amount of fales, 5146 Ii 
Lxpenfes.—Printing 48000 Magazines, at 
66 mills each, - ey - 3368 
Contingent expenfes, poftage, &c. - 35°53 
Wee bho oe 3 
‘Dedu& expenfes, : 3203 53 
Profits, exclufive of 4133 Magazines on hand, 1942 58 
Of theabove profits, paid by the publithers, 
‘ January 6,1 1803, « 840 
May 11, 1803, - WOT 33 


Due from fubferibars, - 40L 25 
1942 58 


480 Donations to the Miffionary Society. [June.. 


-'The above fummary ftatement is a-true refult from the accounts of 
“the publifhers of the Conneéticut Evangelical Magazine, as audited 
by the fubfcribers, May 1oth, 1803. 
JONA. BRACE, t ee siksts 
JOHN PORTER, §° : 


The above mentioned fums of 323 dollars and 6 cents, for the firft 
volume, and 7or dollars 33 cents, for the fecond volume, making 
1024 dollars 39 cents, were; on the rith day of May 1803, paid by 
the publifhers, to the Hon. John Treadwell, Efq. and the Rev. Abel 
Flint, two of the committee appointed by the Truftees of the Miffi- 
onary Society of Connecticut, to receive the fame, and by faid com- 
mittee paid to the Treafurer of the Society, as per the Treafurer’s 
receipt, as follows : Bes. < 
Hartford, May ith, 1803. 

- Received from the Hon. John Treadwell, and Rev. Abel Flint, 
committee of the Truftees of the Miffionary Society of Connecticut, 
the fum of one thoufand and twenty four dollars 39 cents, for which 
Lam accountable as Treafurer to the Miffionary Society, having 
given a duplicate of this receipt therefor ; it being avails of the Ma- 
gazine. ; A. KINGSBURY. 


Donations to the Miffionary Society of Conneticut, from the 15th of 
April to the 14th of May. 
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May 1o. Ladies’ Society in Norwich. : 4 se SO 
11. From Hon. J. Treadwell and Rev. Abel Flint, 
= avails of Magazine ST OYTO 5 


iz. Friend of Miffions of New-Haven * = T2006 
A friend of Miffions “ “ sie, 

¥9. Solomon Goodell of Vermont, for fupport of 
Indian Miffions — 5 Z Bae 


° 


208 5 


1262 44 


* 


’ 


A. 


Pause of Berkthire Mif- 
fionary Society, - - 

of the Editors on New- 

year’s day, - “5 241 

y of the London Mitt Soc. 403 
to parents and heads of 


Page 


193 


familes, ~ A = - 466 
Rev. James W. Wood- 

ward, - - I9g1 
the people on Connec- 

ticut,., - 303, 32% 

: eice Chriftians, 125 

» [182 

young profeffors, - 472 

Admonitions from the death bed, 354 

Affliction, fupport under, ieee 

Africa, miffion to, - 406 

Anecdote, apoftolical, ” EEG: 

of Joafh Panu, - 256 

Sarah. Hannit, - 255 


Angel of the Lord, tho’ts on the, 85 
Anfwers to Queftions, 332,357, 370, 


: [4x5 
Affociation, General of Counecti- 

cut, proceedings of, - 117 

Atonement, remarks on the, 332, 370, 

Lats 

Awakening Leroy - 358 

Bee ie 
B . Mrs. death offs = ATS 
Backfliders, how reclaimed, - 348 


Bacon, Rev: David, letters from, 143,359 


Badger, Rev. Jofeph, letter from, 317 
Believers, moral feelings of,- - 429 
Berkfhire Miffionary Society, 193 
Birth, the new, - “ae 3o) 


Candidates for the miniftry, lift of, 113 


Carolina S. revival of religion in, 314 
Caftleton, Vt. do. 279 
Children, duty of, Ss 218 
Chrift, divinity of, = 5 Sr 
. fulnefs of, - 28x 
fon-fhip an - a 269 
eelugcecian of, - 347 


the Angel ofthe Lord, - 35 
Vox. TIT. 


Chrift, the Chriftian’s refuge, - 360 
Jehovah of the old Teft. 8x 
Chriftianity, harmony of, 175,205, 263 
Chriftians, addrefs to, © <> rar; 183 
labor of," =" 9, 99/223 

moral imperfeftions of, 23 

wealthy, hints to, 199 

Church the, the fulnefs of Chrift, 28x 
difcipline, rules for, 348 

' importance of, 468 


‘College, Yale, revival of religion in, 30 


Comfort of the Holy Ghott, AT 
Confeffion. of faith, a Gal beans 2aX 
Conititution. of the Mifhonary So- 
ciety of Conneéticut, - 
Contemplations in Sckneils - 392 
Contributions for miffions, ~ 327 
Controverfy, finner’s with God, 5% 
Converts, young, imperfe@ions of, 415 


300 


De 


David's imprecations, meaning of, 131 
Death of Mira, - - 355 
“ "  sMrs. B——., - 478 
hymn on, * - = 249 
Death-bed, admonitions from, - 354 
Defeription of Saints, - 333 
Sinners, - 290 

"Defign, &c. of the book of Reve- 

lation, - 

Dialogue paiecs Friendly and 
Thoughtlefs, - - 89 

two Chriftian 
Indians, = 257 
Difcipline, ras importance of, 468 
rules for, 348 

Differtation concerning the book 
of Job,, - - 448 
Dives and Lazarus, - 342 

Divine government, remarks on 
the, - - - Zot 
Divinity of Chrift, Sx 


Donations to the Milf. Soc. of Con. 40, 
80, 120, 160; 200, 240, 280, 320, 
360, 490, 440, 480 

Duty of Children, = 4x8 

E, 
Earneft ofthe Spirit, - = 


Ppp 


INDEX. 


Election, doctrine of, - 236 
Eliot, Rev. John, memoirs of, - 364 
Experiences of a pious woman, 276 
F. 
Family prayer, importance of, - 466 
Father, letter from a, to his fon, 231 
Female friend of ‘naiflions, letter 
from a, - 478 
Floyd, Rev. L. Tee BOM pe SLA 
France, ftate of religion in, - 409 
Friendly and Thoughtlefs, dia- 
logue between, - 89 
Friends, pious, abfence from, - 400 
Funds of Miff. Soc. of Berkfhire, 197 


Connecticut, 327 


Funeral meditations, - 39% 
G. 
‘ Gallican confeffion of faith, - 225 
Georgia Analytical Re epofitory, ex- 
tracts from, 3 - vai 
God, duty of loving, - 126 
government of, - - 201 


= eA of, love to the, = = 209 
perfection of his works, 
prefence of, prayed for, 320 
unchangeable in his purpofes, 258 


Gofpel motives, ~- =) 335 
Grace, prayer for. - ~ 40 
H. 

Halifax, revival of religion in, - 187 
Hampfhire Miff. Society, 985 237 
Hannit, Japhet, account of, - 249 

Sarah, anecdote of, eS 
Hardeaftle, Jofeph, letter from, 401 


Harmony of Chriftianity, 175, 205, 263 
Higgias, Rev, David, letter from, 438 
Hint to wealthy Chriftians, - x99 
Hiftory of New-England Indians, 5, 

161, 249, 361, 441 


Houfe of God, love to the,. - 209 
Hughes, Rev. James, letter from, 315, 
L 
Jehovah of the old teftament, 81 


ImperfeGion of Chriftians, = ERS 
young converts, 215 
Imprecations in {cripture, mean- 
ing of, - - 
Incorporation of the Truftees of 
the MIff. Soc. of ConneAicut 
Indians, propagation of the gofpel 
among, 5, 26, 249, 761, 441 
welern, account of, 143, 359 
Job, book of, differtation concern- 


ing, o = 448 


I3r 


300 


Jol nus, Rev. Ey an, ordination of, 3 ! 


Ki, itt a F 
Kentucky, OR ‘intelligence from, 77 
[z19, 316 
Killingly, revival of religionin, 225 
L, " 
Labor of Chriftians, 595.99; 223 
Lazarus and Dives, - - 34% 
Lebanon, revival of religion in, 388 
Letter from a father to his fon, 231 
female friend of mif- 
[fions, 478 
gentleman in Exeter, 38 
Philadelphia, 38 
fon to his father, 234 
Caftieton, Vermont, 279 


Jof. Hardcaftle, Efq. 401 
Maria, - = S¥R2 
Nymphas to Sofipater, 2 
Rev. David Higgins, 438 
James Hughes, 315 
James Welth, 11g 
Jofeph Badger, 317 
——L. Floyd, - 514 
Seth Willifton, 397 
to a friend under affliction, 114. 
Letters, extracts from, 38, 77, 119,278, 
(324, 359, 397, 439 
from Rev. D. Bacon, 143, 359 
Viator to Chriftia- 
(nus, 59, 99, 223 
to the Editors, 88, 112, 114, 
[286, 310, 313, 391, 438 
Truttees of the Mif- ; 
fionary Saciety of Conn. 402, 478° 


Life of Mrs. Tuttle, - = St 

uncertainty of, - 440° 
London Miffionary Society, 444 40L 
Love to God, duty of, - 126 

M. 

Magazine, fales and profits of, 479 
Manna, remarks on, =. 6r 
Maria, letter from. - - Iz 


Mayhew family, memoirs of, Sree 
Means of awakening finners, 463 
Meditations at a funeral, - 392 
Memoirs of Deacon Benj, Thomas, 75 
Mifs Deborah Thomas, 109 . 
Rev. John Eliot, - 364 
Middlebury, revival of religion in, 64 


102 
Minifters, duty of praying for, . 293 
Mira, death of, - “784g SS 
Miffionaries, accounts of, 78, 200, 280 
[359 


letters from, 143, 317, 359 


: 3 
to New England Indi- 
ans, 5,161,249, 361, 


{44% ..- 


Lat 


*\ 


INDEX. 


Miffionary Society of Berkfhire, — 


addrefs of, = = 93 

» funds of, Sieuet 197] 
officers of, - 238 
of Connecticut, 32, 300, 321 
conftitution ef, - 300. 


Donations to, 40, 80, 120 
160, 200,240, 280, 320 
360, 400,440, 480 


fands of, - = 327 
report to,, = 32 
of Hamphhire, - 78, 237 
of London, - 17 
addrefs of, - = 403 
communications from, 401 
Motives, gofpel, - - 135 
N. 
Narrative of miffions, = 303, 321 


New England Indians, hiftory of, 5 


(161, 249, 361, 441 
Nymphas to Sofipater, 3, at 


O. 
Office of the holy fpirit, - 459 
Osdination of Rev. Daniel Parker, 39 
: Evan Johns, 39 
James W. Wood- 


ward, + 190 

Otaheite, &c. miffion to, - 77, 405 
BP: 

Panu, Joafh, anecdote of, - 256 


Parker, Rev. Daniel, ordination of, 39 
Pennfylvania, revival of religion in, 316 
[317 397 


Perfection of God’s work, 15, 41, 


Perfeverance of faints, - 374 
Poetry, viz— ; 
Abfence from pious friends, - 400 
Chrift the Chriftian’s refuge, 360 

~ Death, - - 240 
Lord’s day morning, . 260 
New birth, - - 39 
Prayer for a bleffing on ficknefs, 400 

for divine grace, - 40 

for the prefence of God in 
his houfe, - 320 
Recovery from ficknefs, - 399 
Religious revivals, - - 280 
Refolve of the awakened finner, 360 
Retrofpect, - - 240 
Sacramental, hymn, - - 40 
Spirit of prayer defired, - 239 


Verfion of Job 30th chapter, - 79 


Uncertainty of life, - 440 
Prayer for divine grace, o. 40 
importance of, 293,466 


fpirit of defired, ~ = 39 
Profeffors, young, addrefs to, 
Purpofes of Ged unchangable, 258 


epee : 
Queftions, — Sans 32200; Acar 
anfwered, 332,357, 370, 415 
j R.s 
Regeneration, hymn on, - Ee 
Religious intelligence, 38, Ci bigot At 
[190,237, 278, 313, 359, 397,438 


Refurrection of Chrift, ie Yi, ai 
Retrofpect, - - SAO te 
Revelation, book of, its ufes, pw 
chap. rz, explanation ; 
of," = 384, 419 
Review of times paft, Seay sa 
Revival of religion in Caftleton, 279 
Halifax, - 187 
Kentucky, 77, 119, 316 
Killingly, - B25 
Lebanon, - 588 
Middlebury, 64, 10z 
Pennfylvania, 316, 317 
[397 
Rutland, - 439 
S. Carolina, «> = 314 
Yale College, - 30 
Re-union of faints in heaven,  - 94 
Rofetta, a fragment, - 69 
Rutland, revival of religion in, 439 
Sabbath, obfervation of, - 137 
hymn for, - ° 200 
Sacramental hymn, - 40 
Saints, dead and yet alive, - 338 
perfeverance of, - 374 
reunited in heaven, - 94 
Scripture texts illuftrated, viz. 
Deuteronomy viii. 16, - 6x 
Judges ii, ro. she he 94 
Job xili., 15. - - 72 
Pfialm xxxv. - - 13r 
Ixxvii. 3. - 429,454 
Proverbs xvi. 16. - 357 
xxi. 18. - 433 
Matthew ix. 36, 37. - 293 
XViili IS —20. - 3248 
Luke xvi. 19 —26. - 342 
Acts ix. 31. - - 47 
1 Corinthians xvier3. - 121, 182 
2 Corinthians v. 8,9. =" « (60 
Galatians ii. r1—16. - 116 
Ephefians i. 13, 14. - 167 
1,2 ge - - 28X 
1 Theffalonians iv. 16. - 396 
James i. 17. - 258 
Revelation xi. =, = 384, 419 
Sicknefs, contemplations in, 391 


prayer for a blefling on, 

recovery from, = 309 2 4 
Sinner, awakened, refolve of an, 360 
his controverfy with God, sr 
Sinners, dead and yet alive, - 290 


400 


Sinners, different moral feelings of, 454 


how to be awakened, - 463 
Son, letter from a to his father, 234 
Sonfhip of Jefus Chrift, - 2.69 
Sofipater, letter to, < at 
Spirit holy, comfort of the,” = 47 
earneft ofthe, - 167 
office of the, - AS9 
Support under affliction, mo LEA 
Te 
Thomas, Deacon Benjamin, me- 
moirs of, - - a5 
Mifs Deborah, memoirs 

of, - - - 109 

Thoughtlefs and Friendly, dialogue — 
between, - - 89 
Thoughts, awakening, - 358 
Tradition, remarks on, = 308 


Truftees of the Miff. So, of Con. ad- 
drefs of to the people of the ftate, 303 


[35% 

incorporation of, 300 
names of, - 37 

. lettess to, 7 40% 


report of, - =. mi Sd 

votes of, =~ 300,478 
| Tuttle, Mrs. life of, - = Lal 
) Vv. ae 


Vermont, religious intelligence 

from, - 187. 279, 439 
Verfion of Job chap. 30. - - 79 
Viator to Chriftianus, 593 99s 223 
Virginia, religious intelligence from,278 
Votes of the Truftees of the Miff. 


Soc. of Connecticut, 300, 478 
W. 
Wathburn, Rev. Jofeph, extracts 
from his fermon, - 19x 


Welth, Rev. James, letter from, 119 
Willifton, Rev. Seth, letter from, 397 


Wifdom, value of- - - 357 
Woodward, Rey. James W. addrefs 
to, - - = I9E 


ordination of, 190 


ve 
Yale College, revival of relleton's in, 30 
Year’ 3s New, Gift, => GALE, 


s 


poy 


evf 


ne 
eer iia 


Has went ttt 


i 


ie fic 


Be Pee 


Date Due 


Library Bureau Cat. No. 1137 


a 


